CAMINOTES
Camino Grove Elementary School PTA Newsletter
September 2014
Let’s set the pace . . . Go Roadrunners!
Hello Camino Grove Families,
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Oct 2-17 (Thu-Fri):
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Oct 15 (Monday):
Reflections Entries
Due at CG

•

Oct 20-24 (MonFri):

We have had a fantastic start to the 2014-15 school year. Thank you to everyone who participated in
the Roadrunner Registration Days. Back-to-School Night, a fun filled Kindergarten ice cream social, and an
all school Welcome Back Dinner. Phew, can you believe we packed that all into September? Our "First
Day of School" went off without a hitch and traffic in the parking lot flowed smoothly. This could not be possible without your hard work and commitment to our school. Your adherence to parking lot safety, our
many parents, staff, and extended family volunteers have made this a very successful start. Thank you
everyone for following our parking lot procedures. I am so pleased to see all of our families using caution
in and around the school parking lot and keeping our precious children safe.

I also want to thank everyone for coming to school on time. On most days, the parking lot is
near empty of all morning traffic well before the final tardy bell. Thank you for your commitment to
have your children here on time. Nothing is more stressful for a child than walking into a classroom that has already started. This simple commitment makes a huge difference in how the children start their day.
If you are looking for a way to volunteer, but don’t have a lot of time, might I suggest helping
with morning traffic duty one day a week from 8:10 - 8:25. This is a great way to get to know our
students and other parents. It is also a great way to start off a child’s day with a “good morning”
and a “welcome to school” word of encouragement. If you are interested in helping please stop by
the office. No experience necessary. All you need is a smile.
Throughout the year I will be sharing information with you regarding the Common Core State
Standards. Our focus this year is math. You can find the math framework on the California Department of Education Website. The new framework has been updated with the common core standards and was released last year. This is a great resource for parents. http://www.cde.ca.gov
Please remember that this year we have seven Common Core Early Release Days. The
students will be released at 11:40. These days are different from our regular minimum days that
end at 12:27 and our Wednesday release at 1:45. The dates are posted on the AUSD and
Camino Grove website. We will also send out phone and email reminders prior to these days as a
way to stay in communication with our families. I have listed all the early release times for the
September and October.
Danae Popovich, Principal

Red Ribbon Week
•

•

•

Oct 24 (Friday):

Morning TK Mid-Morning TK
Grades 1-5
Morning K
Mid-Morning K
11:40 AM

Vision Screening

Thursday, September 18

Oct 27-31 (Mon-Fri):

Wednesday, September 24

Early Dismissal

11:25 AM

1:45 PM

Conference Week
and Book Fair

Wednesday, October 1

Early Dismissal

11:25 AM

1:45 PM

Early Dismissal

11:25 AM

Oct 30 (Thursday):

Thursday, October 9

Trunk or Treat
Family Fun Night
(evening)

Wednesday, October 8

Common Core Day

Common Core Day

Friday, October 10

1:45 PM
11:40 AM

NO SCHOOL

Wednesday, October 15

Early Dismissal

11:25 AM

1:45 PM

Wednesday, October 22

Early Dismissal

11:25 AM

1:45 PM

October 27-31

Minimum Days

11:55 AM

12:27 PM

Message from our PTA President Jennifer Vargo
Dear Camino Grove Parents, Students, and Families,
Welcome to a new school year! I hope you enjoyed time with your family and
loved ones over the summer. PTA has been busy with many activities in this past
month:
Over 30 PTA volunteers helped with Camino Grove’s Roadrunner Days, which
was a great success for the school – enrolling 597 students between the two days.

•

PTA hosted a wonderful and well-received lunch for the teachers on August
26 to welcome them back to campus.

•

PTA continued our annual kindergarten ice cream social tradition for the third
year in a row on August 28. The event was even profiled on the AUSD Facebook
page! Email if you would like the link to the pictures.

•

PTA Board Members 2014-2015
Principal
President
Executive V.P.
1st V.P. Programs
2nd V.P. Publicity
3rd V.P. Room Reps
4th V.P. Membership
5th V.P. Ways & Means
6th V.P. Legislation
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Parliamentarian
Historian
Auditor

Danae Popovich
Jennifer Vargo
Audrey Her
Lisa Longo
Lauren Shalabi
Jonie Tsuji
Jennifer Shiuan
Ernie Tsui
Jill Hokanson
Joy Cheng
Regina Shay
Jelin Truong
Christine Maritato
Pearl Cheung
Kari Holmes
Valma Kwong

PTA held a successful Welcome Back Family Dinner Night on September 12.
Again, email me if you would like the link to the photos!

•

At the same time, PTA is continuing to work hard with our Membership Drive.
PTA’s annual goal is to show 100% participation by both staff and student families. That means that we want one member to sign up for every student enrolled
at the school and every staff member working at Camino Grove. Our total goal is
701 memberships (636 students, 65 staff). Roadrunner Days were a GREAT start
and we were able to get almost 70% participation on those two days alone. We
are currently at about 85% participation and are striving hard to reach 100% as
soon as possible. If you haven’t already joined, please consider it. There is absolutely no obligation to volunteer or participate beyond purchasing your membership! Extra membership forms are available in the school office.

PTA MEETINGS
2014-2015
September 8 — 6:15 pm*
October 13 — 9:00 am
November 10 — 6:15 pm*
January 12 — 9:00 am
February 9 — 6:15 pm*
March 9 — 9:00 am
April 13 — 6:15 pm*
May 11 — 9:00 am

PTA is also gearing up for the #1 fundraiser of the year, our direct donation drive.
Unlike other fundraisers where only a portion of the money collected comes back
* A proctor will be on hand at night
to PTA, direct donation is THE MOST EFFICIENT WAY to support all of the wonPTA meetings to watch school-age
derful things PTA does here at the school because 100% of the money collected
can be used for PTA-sponsored activities. For example, did you know that PTA
children.
contributes annually directly to Camino Grove with $5,000 for field trip transportation and $4,500 for classroom supplies? These are just a few of the many things
we support that enrich your children’s experience at Camino Grove and your donations are what make it all possible.
Our next PTA meeting is on Monday, October 13 at 9am. If you are able to attend, I hope you will consider coming. This year we will continue our rotating
schedule of teacher representatives from last year, so you will have the opportunity to hear about what is going on at the different grade levels at each meeting. If you are not able to make to meetings, but will still like to know what went
on, all members are entitled to view our meeting minutes after they are compiled.
Joy Cheng, our Recording Secretary, writes these minutes. If you would like her
to send you a copy after the meetings, please email us at
camino.grove.pta@gmail.com and ask to be added to her distribution list.
Lastly, don’t forget to mark your calendars for our first family fun night of the
year, Trunk-or-Treat, on Thursday, October 30 and our Book Fair which will run
daily from 12:30 to 3:30 in the MPR during Fall Conference Week (Oct 27-30). I
hope everyone is off to a great start this school year and look forward to seeing
you around campus!

Sincerely,
Jennifer Vargo
cgpta.president@gmail.com
Camino Grove PTA President
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Volunteer of the Month, September 2014
Every month PTA honors one of our many, many wonderful volunteers for their special recent contributions. The volunteer receive a small gift and a special parking space to use during the month.

Jennifer Shiuan
Jen Shiuan serves on the PTA Executive Board as the VP
of Membership and was also the chairperson for the
Kindergarten Ice Cream Social. She has been working
tirelessly to sign families up with PTA memberships,
including working all day on Roadrunner Day and at
the Back-to-School night MPR meeting. She coordinated juice and cookies to welcome our kindergarten
families on their orientation morning and also ran our
Kindergarten Ice Cream Social the first week of school
– which was posted on the AUSD Facebook page. Jen
is mother to 3rd grader, Jacob, in Mrs. Giammalva’s
class and Jamie, a Kindergartener in Mrs. Pasqua’s
class. She has phenomenal attention to detail in both
planning and execution, which makes her a pleasure to
work with. Jen is also a working parent, and we are very
appreciative of her gift of time.
Thank you Jen for all that you continue to do for
Camino Grove PTA!

Camino Grove PTA
November Calendar of Events

Where can you go to see recent PTA
announcements and download extra
copies of PTA flyers and forms?
The PTA Website!
pta.cg.ausd.net

Nov 4 (Tuesday):

Make-Up Fall Picture Day

Nov 6 (Thursday):

Common Core Day
(11:40am release)

Nov 10 (Monday):

PTA Meeting (6:15 PM)

Nov 11 (Tuesday):

NO SCHOOL

Nov 12 (Wednesday): Restaurant Fundraiser
Night (location TBD)
Nov 24-28 (Mon-Fri): NO SCHOOL
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October 15, 2014
Debbie Wong at
debbie@debbiewong.net

or

626.375.7297

For rules and registration forms go to:
http://www.capta.org/sections/programs/reflections.cfm
Or to the Camino Grove Elementary School office.
Submit entries to the Camino Grove Elementary School office.

4

TK/Kindergarten Ice Cream Social
On Thursday, August 28th, Camino Grove PTA hosted the 3rd annual TK/
Kindergarten Ice Cream Social. It was a great time for our new transitional kindergarteners, kindergarteners and their families to meet and mingle with our
families. We had around 200 children and their families in attendance who enjoyed meeting one another and having fun in the sun and playground. We also
had the privilege Mrs. Popovich, Mrs. Pasqua, Mrs. Simons and Ms. Gilbert
serving us scoops of ice cream and so many delicious toppings. A special thank
you to Jennifer Shiuan who was in charge of putting it all together.
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Please join us for…
The Habit Burger Grill
Restaurant Fundraiser
Wednesday
September 24, 2014
from 4 PM to 10 PM
20% of all purchases will be donated
back to Camino Grove PTA!
***You must present a copy of the ﬂyer for our
organization to receive credit.***
The school oﬃce staﬀ has additional ﬂyers.
The Habit is located in Hastings Ranch (on the second level of the
Sears/Chuck-E-Cheese/Whole Foods shopping center).
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Join us for the upcoming

Book FAIR
Oct. 27th27th-Oct 30th
Noon – 3:30 pm
We will also be open during Trunk or Treat On October 30th
Location: MultiMulti-purpose Room
all proceeds go to Camino Grove to provide
books for the Library & classrooms

Please join us for an evening filled

SCHEDULE

with fun and treats!

5:00- 5:45: Cars arrive and set up

Date: Thursday, October 30, 2014

5:00-7:30: Decorate Bags and Crafts in MPR

Time: 5:00-7:30pm
Place: Camino Grove MPR
and Parking Lot
For more information, please contact
Lisa Longo at
longo@everestworld.com
or 626.644.4440

6:00-7:30: Trunk-or-Treating!
Book Fair is OPEN ALL EVENING!

Dress the kids up in a fun costume.
NO SCARY OR GORY COSTUMES and
NO MASKS or WEAPONS, PLEASE!
Decorate a goodie bag or make a craft in the MPR!
Go from trunk to trunk of decorated cars
and collect treats!
TREAT DONATIONS would be greatly appreciated!
If you would like to donate candy and/or other treats,
please place them in the marked bin in the office starting
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Welcome Back Dinner
We had a great turnout of over 200 students, parents and family members at our Welcome Back Dinner on Thursday, September 11th. Pizza
Hut mini-pizzas with drinks and fruit were served by some of our favorite teachers, Mrs. Tallon, Mrs. Giammalva, Mrs. Brown, Ms. Simmons, Mr. Rhee, Ms. Chia, Ms. Ziska, and Mrs. Simons, and our wonderful and always welcoming principal, Mrs. Popovich. The Maui Natural Ice truck was also on hand to serve up delicious shaved ice treats.
Families were able to get together and spend time with old friends as
well as meet new ones. It was a really nice way to relax on the field
while letting the children run and
play with one another. Thank you
to all the volunteers (teachers, parents, and friends) who help make
the night great as well as our great
PTA committee who put it all together.
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Welcome Back Dinner
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Red Ribbon Week
Camino Grove will observe Red Ribbon week
and National Bullying Prevention Month during the week of October 20-24, 2014. Please
ask your kids what they are learning about
drugs and bullying at school that week!
What is Red Ribbon Week?
Red Ribbon Week is the largest drug prevention
campaign in the nation. It is a great way for people & communities to unite and take a visible
stand against drugs and show their personal
commitment to a drug free lifestyle.
History of Red Ribbon Week
Enrique “Kiki” Camarena, a U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) agent was killed by
Mexican drug traffickers on February 7, 1985. His tragic and untimely death opened the eyes
of Americans to the dangers of drugs and the scope of international drug trade. Red Ribbon
Week became a symbol to eliminate the demand for drugs. The Red Ribbon Week campaign became the annual catalyst to show intolerance for drugs in our schools, workplaces
and communities. In 1988, the first National Red Ribbon Week was proclaimed by the Congress of the United States with President and Mrs. Reagan serving as honorary chairpersons. The Red Ribbon Week Pledge, "No use of illegal drugs, no illegal use of legal drugs,"
is one that each of us should be able to make and keep.
What is National Bullying Prevention Month?
National Bullying Prevention Month is a campaign in the United States founded in 2006 by
PACER's National Center for Bullying Prevention. The campaign is held during the month of
October and unites communities nationwide to educate and raise awareness of bullying prevention. PACER developed the initial campaign National Bullying Prevention and Awareness
Week in response to the need to raise awareness of bullying, as it was historically viewed "a
childhood rite of passage" and believed that bullying "made kids tougher", when the reality is
that bullying has devastating effects such as school avoidance, loss of self- esteem, increased anxiety, and depression. PACER reached out to the community through partnerships with education based organizations to respond to bullying behavior and to begin the
shift of societal acceptance of bullying to social change of addressing the issue through education and support.
10

Community News
$2.2 Million Donated to Schools by Arcadia Volunteers
(An excerpt from Superintendent David Vannasdall’s Blog)
The historian for the Arcadia Council PTA recently
shared the final report on total volunteer hours from last
year. Try to imagine what our schools would have to do
without if we had to pay for the 95,413 hours of volunteer
service by parents last year. The Independent Sector website
estimates the 2013 value of volunteer time in the state of
California at $23.29 per hour, making the total contribution
of everyone's volunteer time valued at $2.2 million. If you
are a regular member of this group it would be easy to hear
the report and acknowledge that the results are similar to
last year and move on to the next item. If you are new to Arcadia or from another school district it might actually be
shocking to hear the hard facts and figures behind the volunteer hours that are donated to our schools by our families.
Although I do hear the results each year I believe it is not only a testimony to the dedication of our
families in Arcadia but an artifact that must be shared to ensure that future families understand
what it means to be a parent in Arcadia and the direct connection to the excellent education that
often times brought them here in the first place.
When I was serving as principal at AHS, I had the good fortune to meet new parents that just
moved into Arcadia and had a child starting at the high school. So often the parents would make a
comment about the sacrifice they made to move into Arcadia and how motivated they were to ensure their kids got the very best education possible. I always appreciated hearing the personal stories and proud to have them as part of the Arcadia family. The tough conversation was explaining
that being here was just the first step. Arcadia strives to provide an extraordinary education on an
ordinary budget that is less per child than most surrounding districts that are low performing. Our
ability to provide a world class education is only possible due to the supportive community through
direct financial support of our many booster groups and volunteer hours in our schools. This is evident at each of our school sites during registration. As soon as you walk on campus you see an army
of parent volunteers running the registration process from guiding traffic, collecting paperwork,
distributing books, and greeting new parents. The result of this level of volunteerism is the ability
of the administration and staff to be ready to open day one with teaching and learning instead of
weeks of issuing books and going over paperwork. It is what we call the “Arcadia Way” and it is
core to who we are.
Thank you PTA and all our parent volunteer groups for ensuring our kids have the resources they
need to compete in the 21st century global economy.
11

“Growing a Memory”
By Helen Han-Liu
Did you know the gingko tree behind room 4 was planted in April of 1996
honoring the memory of Ryan Engle? Sadly, Ryan passed away on January
29, 1996 from cancer. He was 12 years old and a student at Dana Middle
School. He attended Camino Grove Elementary from kindergarten through
5th grade. Ryan’s mom, Cindy Engle, and his grandma, Margaret Engle,
were both instructional aides at Camino Grove.
One of the oldest known tree species, gingko has been around since the
time of dinosaurs; Ryan absolutely loved dinosaurs! With its interesting fan
-shaped leaves, gingko foliage is bright green in the summer and becomes
luminous yellow in the fall. Our gingko was only about 3 feet tall when it
was planted that spring season. Since then, it continues to thrive near Camino Grove’s kindergarten playground!
Besides dinosaurs, Ryan loved animals, sailing, and anything outdoors. Also, he would take a plastic bag and
go around the neighborhood to pick up trash. Ryan was an extraordinary boy.
We are grateful to Ryan’s parents, Steve and Cindy Engle, for sharing Ryan’s memory with us. They hope
when the teachers, staff, parents, and students look at the gingko tree, they will think of Ryan. The tree will
be greatly treasured and benefit us for generations. It is the perfect backbone for natural landscaping, a welcoming relief for the students from the scorching sun, and a perfect channel for the breezes. Most of all, it is
an honor to have such a special tree to help us continually remember the life of Ryan. When asked if Cindy
Engle wanted to share anything else about Ryan, she said that he would often say, “Just do it!”

Remember to Buy SCRIP!
What exactly is SCRIP?
SCRIP is a certificate issued by a participating store which can be used like cash. Schools make
money because the participating stores donate a percentage back to nonprofit organization selling it.
The percentage of the donation varies, but it is typically between 2% - 10% of the purchase.

Where can I buy SCRIP?
In the Camino Grove School Office, anytime Monday through Friday 7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m!

What is SCRIP Club?
Through an automatic funds transfer from your child’s account, you can have SCRIP mailed to your
home every month. You can designate multiple schools or groups to benefit from your participation.
For more information about the SCRIP club, contact Debbie Riggio at arcadiascrip@sbcglobal.net.
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