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Directors Update: Cycles of Evaluation

• Sonoma Regional

Update

By Sara Jordan, Executive Director

• Solano Library

As winter break approaches, it is a time of renewal. For Pathways, our school
program also looks ahead to several cycles of renewal. Sometime this month, the
state will release our new “dashboard” on the new accountability website. This new
dashboard system replaces the previous measure of schools which used a single
score (API) to rate and rank school performance. The dashboard uses data from a
range of indicators (graduation rate, Smarter Balance Assessment scores,
suspension and expulsion rates) to assess each school’s progress. The ultimate
results are represented in colored pie charts which measure the current year score
as well as growth over the prior year. Soon, we will have new scores for Pathways.
These scores help to drive our spring process of self-evaluation under the
guidelines of the LCAP (Local Control Accountability Plan). This process allows
stakeholders from all parts of the school (staff, parents, students) to give input on
what actions and services in the school should be strengthened or added to help
improve these scores. The focus of the dashboard indicators is on assuring that all
students have equitable access to high quality education. This spring I will be
traveling to all of our sites to host parent and student forums to gather input on how
Pathways can expand or add new program elements to better serve our students. I
hope to see you there!
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Outside of the LCAP process, Pathways is also mid-way through our accreditation renewal with WASC
(Western Association of Schools and Colleges). Over the past year, the full staff has been invested in a selfstudy process which is now culminating in a report which goes to our visiting committee. This committee is
comprised of educators from other schools who will visit our site from March 5th to March 7th, 2018. After
their visit, this committee makes a recommendation to the WASC Commission on our new renewal
term. Accreditation allows Pathways to offer A-G approved courses for high school students and validates
our coursework as high quality and comparable to traditional public schools.
Finally, next fall, we will begin our cycle of charter renewal. All charter schools are sponsored by an
authorizing district. Our authorizer is Harmony Union School in Occidental. Every five years, we must review
our charter document, determine if updates are needed, and then petition the authorizer to renew our charter
for another five-year term.
We will keep you updated on all of these cycles and how you can share your input to help strengthen and
grow our program!

Provide your child with instant homework help 24/7.
How it works: Students sign up with their phone number and can text math and science questions to tutors
24/7! The cool thing is, all they have to do is take a picture of their problem and text it! A tutor will respond
within 30 seconds to a minute!

This is a phenomenal way for students to utilize technology for instant feedback and yet another avenue of
support that students have access to!
This is an exciting service that is FREE for students, so please ask your IST if you are interested in this for
your middle and high school students! This is a first come, first serve opportunity for your students, so please
share this amazing opportunity with them ASAP!

Field Trip Update
Pathways Community members are invited to join teacher Julie Carter, in a community service
project for the Redwood Empire Food Bank on Saturday, February 24th, from 9-12. This is open to
students in grades 7-12 and their parents.
Please contact Julie at julie.carter@pathwayscharter.org (707) 548-8706, 3990 Brickway Blvd.
Santa Rosa, CA 95403
We have several upcoming field trips you can still register for!
- Bubble Science 101
- Golden Dragon Acrobats at the Luther Burbank Center for the Arts
- Versa-Style Dance Company at the Luther Burbank Center for the Arts
- The Giver at the Luther Burbank Center for the Arts
Please check out our eBulletin for the event fliers!
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Napa Regional Update
By: Jill Dorsey

Dear Families,
I hope you are enjoying the change of the seasons and all that it brings. Fall colors, cooler weather, and
preparing for the coming holidays. We’d like to take a minute to pass on a few updates and reminders that
parents and students need to know as we continue through the 2017-18 school year.
Mid-semester check-in: As parents, this is a good opportunity to reflect on how you are doing as a
homeschooling parent as well as how well your child is at being an independent study student. Is your child
making progress? Are there changes that need to be made to your daily structure? Is your child engaged in
learning? Do you need to brainstorm ideas or instructional strategies with your IST? Take some time to reflect
and make changes if needed.
STEM Fair event: Middle and High school students should have received a STEM information packet and
been invited to Google classroom where weekly assignments and reminders are posted. Please encourage
students to start their projects on time so they don’t get overwhelmed. If you have specific questions that
aren’t answered in the info packet, please follow up with your IST. The Napa regional event will be held on
Friday, February 2nd.
State testing preparation: It’s time to prepare students to complete the SBAC assessments by taking time
during fall semester to evaluate how students are doing and identify targeted reading and math skills that need
to be focused on. As you may know, some 3rd-8th graders still need to learn and strengthen their typing skills.
Others may struggle with navigating and/or utilizing the tools and features within the assessment. Staff will be
discussing this topic with parents and students throughout the months of December and January during regular
student meetings. More information about SBAC planning, interim assessments, and practice test sessions will
be sent via eBulletin. The 3rd - 8th and 11th grade students will take the SBAC reading and math assessments
and 5th, 8th, and 12th grade students will also complete the SBAC Science assessment.
Upcoming Events/Dates to remember:
Site Class Canceled-Dec. 18th - 22nd
End of LP4- Dec. 22nd
Winter Break- Dec. 25th - Jan. 5th
Onsite classes cancelled- Jan. 29th - Feb. 2nd
STEM Event- Feb. 2nd
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Cally Hafner
Personal expository
Childhood memory
Language arts 8

It is almost as if the words have been taken right out of me. My body roars with fear as my brain
becomes the never-ending puzzle. I can hear a faint melody in my head, but I am oblivious to everything
else. I reach for my pink mossy blanket which I use to soothe my fears. I rub it into my face and proceed to
open my mouth only to find silence. I try to hold onto the memories of my sister. For a fleeting moment
the thoughts are close and near to me, but then my heart is stabbed as I remember she is gone. My mother
calls my name from downstairs, and the anxiety starts to rush through me. What would I say? Well, my
mouth can’t say anything. I snatch a Post It note from my desk and grab my pink glittery pen. I scribble a
couple words onto the paper and rush down the stairs.
My mom always has a likeable expression on her face. Like a ballerina in a music box flawless. Now that I think about it, I’ve never seen her in a bad mood. She has always wanted my life to be
perfect ever since Dad died, at at least as perfect as she can make it. I still can remembers the nights spent
with a blanket over my head and a stream of tears running down my face. There were no good days
then. My thoughts pause. My mother points at me and then the breakfast on the table. I reluctantly sit
down.
“Why so quiet?” she asks.
I give her a look and don’t respond. She hands me a fork with a sly smirk on her face, and I begin to
eat. It is weird knowing I can’t say anything. There is usually bubbling or mish mash coming out of my
mouth along with the occasional Cheerio. This is different. I don’t feel like myself. It’s as if I am in one of
those horror movies, and I have been replaced by a clone that’s nothing like me. I think of my sister’s
glowing eyes and questionable personality. I remember the nights we’ve spent staring at the stars as the
moon beamed down onto our pale faces. Her soft hands would rest on my shoulder and comfort me. The
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thought warms me. I cherish the moment and begin to eat again. I’m off on my way already. No more time
for memories or food.
I wave goodbye to my mom and blow her a kiss of gratitude. Her forgiving voice wishes me luck on
my science test, but I was not exactly going to need it. For now school was out of the picture. I am running
away.
I run to the shed behind our house hoping I can find some supplies. My breathing is heavy by the
time I stop. I slowly begin to open the door only to find cobwebs and a hornet’s nest.
You can tell nobody has been there in years. After a bit of searching I find one backpack, a couple
packs of chips, and 12 water bottles. I work quickly to get out of there after I see a hornet buzz over my
head.
I slowly make my way out through the back entrance hoping no one will notice. I can hear my mom
yelling as I creep up the squeaky stairs. I swiftly run down the hall until I come to my sister’s room.
The room is pitch black with the exception of a single flickering bulb.I've always been afraid of the
dark and I can't risk being caught. The room doesn’t resemble the light wood floors and clean white walls
from two years ago. The curtains in the corner are torn and papers are scattered along the desk. An orchid
lies on the floor. It was my sister's favorite. I crush it not wanting the memory, but regret comes to haunt
me. I clear my mind to get back to business. I slowly make my way over to the computer with the goal of not
being caught in the first five seconds. My sore fingers touch the keys on the board, and the screen lights up.
I take in one last breath before I am transported into the virtual world of my sister. Ever since her death, or
at least that's what they said happened, I've never been allowed in here. It was her room, her legacy, and if I
ever step foot in here it would be greatly altered. She had her secrets, and I have to know what happened
that day she went missing. My voice might be lost but her legacy never will be.
Tears of sweat start to roll down my smooth forehead and my hands start to shake. The words come
out. I can't bear it any longer. I run. The truth is something I can't handle. I have to hide.
My eyes flash open. I glance at the fairy stickers that cover my wall and then at my sister who lies
asleep in her bed. A sigh of relief comes over me. It is all a dream.
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Interview with Audrey Chan, former Pathways student
By Brenda Peterson, Pathways Charter School IT and CTE Coordinator
What (and where) are you currently studying? Are you also working? Describe your
work and school situation.
I’m currently a 4th year Software Engineering major at CalPoly (California Polytechnic
State University) in San Luis Obispo. I’ve recently accepted a full-time position with
Microsoft so I’ll be moving to the Seattle area August 2018 which is very exciting!
Why did you choose that field?
It’s interesting because I’ve bounced between different interests throughout high school, such as liberal arts, music,
biology, or math. As a high school student at Pathways, I had the liberty to start taking some courses at Sonoma State
University. That’s where I tried a computing course, and actually found it interesting - I like being able to have the
creative liberty of creating something that’s my own.
This reasoning was similar to why I liked the arts, except instead of a drawing, for example, I could produce a piece of
software.
How did Pathways contribute to your educational and career journey?
As I mentioned before, Pathways gave me the flexibility to explore other courses with Sonoma State University, which
is what ultimately led to my career. Also, the time management skills I’ve had to learn through independent study was
crucial to coping with the transition to college. I’ve built great relationships with the teachers at Pathways, which carries
on to the professors here at CalPoly.
What advice do you have for high school students planning to enter your field of study/career?
Software engineering/computer science sounds like a daunting field, but that drive to learn new things is so important to
your success. Technology has been and will be changing rapidly, so even if you have a career in software engineering,
you will always be learning. Also, always ask questions and share your knowledge with others. When I was an intern
with Microsoft, collaboration was such a key part of the job - sometimes I learned more from just talking to my
coworkers versus a college class. Software engineering is a very broad field, so there are so many career paths you can
choose from that interest you: security, gaming, animation, web/mobile applications, cloud computing, and so much
more.
What has been your most favorite project to date?
I’ve done a few projects in the past, mostly in web development, but the most exciting project that comes to mind is one
that I’m working on right now for my graphics class! I’m creating a 3D, 1st person version of Flappy Bird (the very
viral mobile game), using OpenGL. It involves simulating jumping/falling, controlling the tilting of the camera,
rendering the environment such as the ground or pipes, procedural pipe generation, and collision detection. I didn’t
realize how many different aspects of the game I would have to consider to recreate it.
What makes you excited to get up in the mornings?
This is a difficult question to answer, since I’m never a morning person! I guess since my classes this quarter start at
8am, I don’t have much of a choice but to get up :) Even though I feel horrible getting up early, I appreciate it later
because I have more time in the day to hang out with friends or relax when I’m not working.
How would your friends describe you?
Probably... creative? People that don’t know me are surprised that I draw a lot and play music, because I’m in a
“technical field”. They also joke that I’m always tired, because one of my favorite hobbies is taking naps anywhere and
everywhere.
What is your favorite stress-relief activity?
In college? Sleep! But jokes aside, I have almost too many activities/hobbies. I draw, sing, dance, play a few
instruments, watch Netflix… pretty normal, I think.
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Pathways has a new CTE (Career and Technical Education) program with two IT tracks: one for software and systems
development (game design, graphic design, programming, networking) and the second for Technology Support (which
will include opportunities for A+ Computer Management certification and Microsoft Office certifications). Many
people see CTE programs as an alternative to college, but we're trying to change that mindset and help people
understand that CTE programs and classes can help you be career AND college ready.
If this program had been around when you were a student, would you have taken advantage of it?
How would that have helped propel you even further in your education and/or career while still in high school? (note
that CTE programs, and ours in particular, encourage students to take college courses, gain certifications, and
participate in internships). What would you say to a current Pathways student who isn't sure what they want to do after
high school to encourage them to participate in this new CTE program?
I would have definitely taken advantage of it, the reason I took SSU classes was because those classes/resources were
not yet available at Pathways. Taking basic programming courses before college gave me a head start my first year so I
could focus more on adjusting to the college environment vs. being overwhelmed by class material.
As for CTE programs being an alternative to college: even though I believe you can be equally as qualified through
different programs/certifications, unfortunately many tech companies still hold a college degree at a much higher regard
on your resume. You’ll also have more opportunities for internships/industry experience through college career fairs and
you’ll be surrounded by many like-minded peers, so there is a better support system in college to launch you towards a
successful career. I think CTE programs would help students figure out if they’re interested in software
development/tech support and what branches of technology they’d like to explore in college or in a career. While it’s
completely fine and normal to not know what you want to pursue after high school, taking computing courses during
high school or before college helped me pursue my career path.
Are you interested in taking CTE classes in technology while a student at Pathways? Contact your IST or Area
Coordinator for more information. Introductory eDynamics classes in Video Game Design and Social Media are open
to students in grades 8-12 this Spring semester, and the costs are covered by a grant, so no student budget fees are
deducted!

Sonoma Regional Update
By Byron Laird
Hello Sonoma FamiliesAs we approach the end of the first semester we have several pieces of information to share with you.
1. Enrollment: Our center is clicking on all cylinders as we continue to grow our enrollment! We have added several
families in the past weeks and look forward to adding more. As always, if you know a family who is interested in joining us,
please pass along this link: http://www.pathwayscharter.org/apps/pages/enroll
2. Learning Center Classes: The new Spring schedule will be sent out before winter break. This new schedule only applies
to elementary classes! High school and some middle school classes last for the entire school year. Please check with your
IST for details on the length of your student’s classes, if you are unsure.
3. Registration for Spring elementary classes begins on January 22. There will be a lottery for classes, with priority given to
returning students.
4. Important January Information: Winter Break begins December 25 and goes through January 5. During this time the
Learning Center will be closed. Classes resume the week beginning Monday, January 8. That said, there are only two
weeks left of the first semester, as the first semester is set to end January 19. The Learning Center will again be closed the
week of January 22 - 26 with new classes set to start the week beginning Monday, January 29.
5. Support Classes: We kicked off our inaugural support classes on Thursday, November 14. We had a great turnout and
look forward to continue to run these support classes throughout the year. The first session is set to run through
December 14. Two more sessions will be offered in February and March, so please be on the lookout for bulletin
announcements regarding these classes. These classes are for 1st through 8th grade students who made need additional
support in math, English, and science. Should you have any questions, please ask your IST!
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A Time for Reflection
By Michele Blaisdell

Marin Area Coordinator

The Best Winter Activities in Marin County
https://www.visitmarin.org/blog/the-best-winter-activities-in-marin-county/

We’ve had a busy fall in Marin, and it’s hard to believe that the winter break is almost upon us. During the week
of December 19, our Monday and Wednesday classes for students in grades K-8 will be open for
parent/guardian visits. Please stop by and take a peek at what the students have been doing this semester.
When we return in January, we’ll have a reduced class and study hall schedule as we prepare for the transition
into the spring semester, along with a new set of classes at our San Rafael Center, beginning the week of January
29.
The midwinter changeover provides the perfect opportunity for all members of the educational team -- students,
parents/guardians, teachers -- to review the year to-date and to plan for the rest of winter and spring.
What goals did the team set at the beginning of the year, and how does everyone feel about the student’s
fall activities and progress?
Do we need to reconsider, revise, or revive any aspects of the student’s educational program: curricular
materials or methods of instruction, learning environment or schedule, or something else altogether?
What projects is the student passionate about, what subjects do they love, and how can we do an even
better job of incorporating those interests into their studies?
Does the student need extra practice to solidify their mastery of basic skills or more support when
tackling new concepts?
What can we do to help build their confidence and prepare them for the spring assessments?
What is the best way to encourage and challenge each student as they grow and stretch into new areas of
knowledge and deepened levels of understanding?
Please bring your thoughts regarding these questions, as well as any other ideas and concerns you may have, to
your second semester planning meetings.
Keep on the lookout for eBulletins with calendar updates, and information about classes, upcoming field trips,
parent workshops, or other events. And remember to mark your calendars for our Second Annual Board Game
Night on Thursday, March 15th.
We love serving our students, and we look forward to continuing our work together in the new year!
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Solano Regional Update
By: Jill Dorsey

Dear Families,
I hope you are enjoying the change of the seasons and all that it brings. Fall colors, cooler weather, and
preparing for the coming holidays. We’d like to take a minute to pass on a few updates and reminders that
parents and students need to know as we continue through the 2017-18 school year.
Mid-semester check-in: As parents, this is a good opportunity to reflect on how you are doing as a
homeschooling parent as well as how well your child is at being an independent study student. Is your child
making progress? Are there changes that need to be made to your daily structure? Is your child engaged in
learning? Do you need to brainstorm ideas or instructional strategies with your IST? Take some time to reflect
and make changes if needed.
STEM Fair events: Middle and High school students should have received a STEM information packet and
been invited to Google classroom where weekly assignments and reminders are posted. Please encourage
students to start their projects on time so they don’t get overwhelmed. If you have specific questions that
aren’t answered in the info packet, please follow up with your IST. Events will be on Jan. 29th and 30th.
State testing preparation: It’s time to prepare students to complete the SBAC assessments by taking time
during fall semester to evaluate how students are doing and identify targeted reading and math skills that need
to be focused on. As you may know, some 3rd-8th graders still need to learn and strengthen their typing skills.
Others may struggle with navigating and/or utilizing the tools and features within the assessment. Staff will be
discussing this topic with parents and students throughout the months of December and January during regular
student meetings. More information about SBAC planning, interim assessments, and practice test sessions will
be sent via eBulletin. The 3rd-8th and 11th grade students will take the SBAC reading and math assessments
and 5th, 8th, and 12th grade students will also complete the SBAC Science assessment.
Upcoming Events/Dates to remember:
Site Class Canceled- Dec. 18th - 22nd
End of LP4- Dec. 22nd
Winter Break- Dec. 25th - Jan. 5th
MS STEM event- Jan. 29th
HS STEM event- Jan. 30th
Onsite classes cancelled- Jan. 29th - Feb. 2nd
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Solano Library Updates
Fresh Garden Salsa
from our Sonoma Pathways Garden

Ingredients:
Tomatoes of every color
Green onions
Roasted hatch chile's
Strawberries
Cucumber
Cilantro
Garlic
Lime juice
Salt
Wonderment

As things slow down a bit in the
library, I have taken the opportunity to
catalog many new math, science, and
language arts games as well as
manipulatives for elementary students.
These can all add interest and
creativity to your daily lessons. Be
sure to stop by the library to see what
fun you can have supplementing your
curriculum.

Dice, add proportions of your choosing and
share.

Library Hours
Tuesday and Thursday from 8:30 to 3:00;
Wednesday from 8:30-11:30

WE’RE STILL ENROLLING for
2017-18!
Do you know a friend or family member that
might like to join the personalized learning
movement? Refer them to Pathways! We want
to grow our program to serve more students
and expand our support offerings. Most of our
new students come to Pathways through wordof-mouth referral- so spread the word!
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Preparing for Smarter Balanced Testing
By Sara Jordan, Executive Director
As you saw in the section called Director’s Updates, the state places a heavy emphasis on our annual
testing results and uses these results to judge our school. While we recognize that this test is only one
measure of what students know and does not represent all of the range of amazing skills and
capacities students possess, we also know that these scores are directly tied to our ability to continue
to operate our school program. In the eyes of the state that is the trade off- we get the freedom of
instructional design but must show on the state tests that our students are doing as well as their peers
in traditional schools. Your student’s participation and performance on this state mandated exam has
a direct impact on the ability of our sponsor district to renew our charter. We all need to do
everything we can to prepare students to do their best on this exam. Our testing week was pushed
out by one week this year to give us more time for preparation. This spring, our regular testing week
is April 30th through May 4th with limited make-up testing the following week. We know this is a
big task to take on, so we want to create some structure and support to assist you. Here are some of
our plans:
(1.) Curriculum: For your spring curriculum planning, work with your teacher to decide what curriculum
changes need to be made, or supplements added, to help provide the student with exposure to grade level
content, review skills, and test practice.
Curriculum Selection: Success on Smarter Balanced (SBAC) starts with assuring that the student is
exposed to Common Core grade-level standards. This does not mean that students need to
exclusively use traditional texts, but it does mean that educational teams need to carefully review
grade-level standards, Renaissance test scores and other data to design a comprehensive learning
plan for each student.
Supplemental Curriculum: We have used a variety of supplemental test-prep materials over the
years, including Triumph, Write-Math, and Perfection Learning. While we haven't found one that is
universally suited for all students, these can be paired with core curriculum as deemed appropriate by
the educational team.
(2.) Technology Exposure: We must consider our student’s exposure to technology. Do they use a
computer regularly? If not, some prior exposure to basic computer skills will be necessary. Typing is
another key basic skill. Finally, even for students that have basic computer skills, students should practice
using the computer to compose writing- not just as a means to word-process. These are different skills.
(3.) Test Interface Exposure: Students also need practice with the style and format of the questions on the
summative and performance tasks of SBAC. Using the practice tests at the CAASPP site or participating in
interim assessments is the best way to achieve this goal.
Learning Center Classes will use practice tests to model thinking processes on math or writing PT’s
especially. Some strategies include: Walk through examples and explain your thinking. Pass out
problems to table groups and have them report out strategies.
Each region will also hold practice test sessions to be coordinated by the local staff.
We will use eBulletins to send links to practice tests and resources to parents and also announce any
parent SBAC training opportunities.
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Guidance Coordinator, Naomi Yedlosky
is here to support student/parent needs!
·
College planning
·
Career Exploration
·
Financial Aid
·
Dual Enrollment
·
JC Jumpstart
Visit the Pathways website and find
resources under
the ADVISING tab
Email questions or schedule an
appointment!
Contact her at:
naomi.yedlosky@pathwayscharter.org

Here at Pathways Charter School, we hope you have a
wonderful and relaxing winter break. And in no particular
order, we want to wish you a Merry Christmas, Happy
Hanukkah, Happy Kwanza, Happy Winter Solstice,
Happy Holidays, and a very Happy New Year!
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