Instructional
Units

Grades 3–4

How’s the
Weather?

Visual and
Performing Arts

Ecology: Animals and
the Environment

Healthy Living

Learn language to
respectfully interact with
others to get needs met,
avoid conflicts, and help
others at school and at home.

Virtually experience a
typical setting found in
grade-level literature and
discuss activities that are
associated with it.

Discuss climate and plan
a variety of activities that
make sense given changing
weather conditions.

Discuss how a story (Peter
and the Wolf ) is told through
words, actions, and music,
and use that information to
retell and perform it.

Report facts and
observations about a place
(desert, tundra, and coast)
and tell how changes impact
life there.

Explain the benefits of
actions (exercise, good
nutrition, time management,
reacting to discouraging
situations).

H Practice conflict
resolution techniques
W.3/4.2 Write informative/
explanatory texts
SL.3/4.4 Recount an
experience using descriptive
details

W.3/4.3 Write narratives
to develop real or imagined
events using descriptive
details and clear event
sequences

SS Use maps, identify
geographical features;
climate affects activities
W.3/4.2 Write informative
texts to examine a topic
and convey ideas and
information clearly
SL.3/4.4 Report on a topic
using appropriate facts

VPA Music sets mood,
communicates ideas
RL.3/4.1 Recount story;
determine central message/
theme
RL.3/4.3 Describe
characters in a story and
how actions contribute to
sequence of events

SCI Animals adapt to their
environment; habitats are
affected by human actions
W.3/4.7 Conduct short
research projects that build
knowledge of topic
SL.3/4.4 Report on a topic
sequencing ideas and using
facts

H Support others in making
positive choices
H Evaluate strategies to
cope with stress/anger
RI.3/4.3 Explain ideas
or concepts in text using
language that pertains to
time, sequence, and
cause/effect

SL Anchor: Engage effectively in a range of conversations (pairs, groups, teacher-led) on grade-level topics, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
L Anchors: 1. Apply knowledge of how language functions to different contexts. 2. Demonstrate command of conventions. 3. Acquire a range of domain-specific words.
V. phrases in Q&A: like to,
don’t like to
Pron.: I, he, she, they
Conj.: and, or, but
Questions to request
clarification with: What,
Where, Can, Will

Questions with: Can you,
Do you, When will,
When are
Subject pron. and simple
present tense v.: I, we,
they, she, he (She gets off
the bus.)

Questions: Where? What
will it be like?
Adv.: north, south, east,
west
Subj.-v. agreement
Conj.: and, so (It’s cold, so
let’s make a campfire.)

V. phrases: is/are _____ing
(The cat is watching the
bird.)
Statements with: should
(You should move …)
Ordinal numbers (Second,
put Duck next to …)

Infinitive v. phrases
Prep.: on, in (Trees have
strong roots to stay in the
ground.)
Questions with: Where,
What
Adv.: too much (many)

Prep. phrases of time: for
(half) an hour, for 30 (60)
minutes
V. phrases: gives you
energy, helps you think,
ask for help, kept trying
Conj.: because, when, but

V. and v. phrases: relaxing,
playing on a team
Present tense statements
with: when
Questions with: Who,
When, do + adv. of
frequency: always, never,
usually, sometimes

Present perfect tense:
have/haven’t + past
participle (I haven’t been
ice-skating, but I have
played on the sled.)
Conj.: while, before, after

Past tense v. phrases: were
going to + infinitive (We
were going to ride our
bikes, but …)
Conditional statements
with: if
Modal v.: could,
should + go

Negative past tense: didn’t +
present tense v. (Grandfather
didn’t scold Peter when …)
Adv. (You said that too
quickly.)
Statements/questions with:
should

Adj.: some, little, not much
(Since there is little rain in
the desert, plants have to …)
Predictive phrases (I predict
that polar bears will starve
since they won’t have
enough food.)

Comparative and
descriptive adj.
Conj.: but, whenever,
although
Future tense v. phrases with:
will, won’t
Modal v.: might, might not

Complex sentences with:
going to, will probably +
conj.: when
Questions/statements with:
can, will, could, would, I’d
rather
Idioms: crazy about, really
into, crack up

Clauses with: where (… the
type of place where …)
Adv. for quantity: barely,
a little, completely,
extremely
Indefinite pron.: anyone,
everyone, someone, no one

Modal phrases: it could/
might + v. (It’s clear in
the valley right now, but it
might rain …)
Adv.: north, south, east,
west + of here
Past perfect statements: had
planned + infinitive

Complex sentences with:
while, when (While his
grandfather was
sleeping …)
Conditional question (If you
were Bird, what would you
say …)

Complex sentences (To
protect themselves from
strong winds …)
Adj. of quantity (All plants
must have water to survive,
but desert plants can survive
with small amounts of
water.)

Modal v. could + v. phrases
Conj.: not only + but also,
even though, or
Phrases to organize and
summarize
Adj. for states of being

Sample Target
Structures

BEGINNING

Virtual Field Trip:
Snowy Destination

Sample Target
Structures

INTERMEDIATE

The Art of
Getting Along

Sample Target
Structures

ADVANCED

CCSS and Other Content
Standard Connections

Goal

Themes

3–4 Grade Level Map
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Instructional
Units

Visual and
Performing Arts

Ecology: Animals and
the Environment

Discuss how a story (Peter
and the Wolf) is told
through words, actions,
and music, and use that
information to retell and
perform it.

Report facts and
observations about a place
(desert, tundra, and coast)
and tell how changes
impact life there.

Explain the effects and
benefits of specific
actions and choices
(exercise, nutrition, time
management, and reacting
to discouraging situations).

Healthy Living

Learn language to
respectfully interact with
others to get needs met,
avoid conflicts, and help
others at school and at
home.

Virtually experience a
typical setting found in
grade-level literature
and the activities that are
associated with it.

Discuss climate and plan
a variety of activities
that make sense given
changing weather
conditions.

 Greet, introduce, share
personal info
 Express needs/requests
 Give/follow directions
 Request assistance
 Express feelings

 Describe physical
attributes of a place
 Describe actions
 Discuss or create a plan
 Compare and contrast
actions








Describe characteristics
Make suggestions
Make predictions
Make/share plans
Ask for/give directions
Retell actions

 Describe actions
 Describe physical
characteristics
 Discuss or create a plan
 Negotiate solutions
 Express preferences

 Describe physical
characteristics and
attributes
 Compare and contrast
 Make and report
observations

 Describe routine events
 Discuss time
 Describe actions and
physical attributes
 Retell events

 School/home vocabulary
 Verb phrases in questions
and answers: like to,
don’t like to
 Pronouns: I, he, she, they
 Conjunctions: and, or,
but
 Questions to request
clarification with: what,
where, can, will

 Vocabulary to describe a
snowy town
 Questions with: can
you, do you, when will,
when are
 Subject pronouns and
simple present tense
verbs: I, we, they, she,
he (She gets off the bus.)

 Weather vocabulary
 Questions: Where?
What will it be like?
 Adverbs: north, south,
east, west
 Subject-verb agreement
 Conjunctions: and, so
(It’s cold, so let’s make a
campfire.)

 Story vocabulary
 Verb phrases: is/are +
_____ing (The cat is
watching the bird.)
 Statements with: should
(You should move Bird
up the tree.)
 Ordinal numbers
(Second, put Duck next
to the pond.)

 Vocabulary related to
desert, tundra, and coast
 Infinitive verb phrases
 Prepositions: on, in
(Trees have strong roots
to stay in the ground.)
 Questions with: where,
what
 Adverbs: too much,
many

 Physical activity and
nutrition vocabulary
 Prepositional phrases of
time: for (half) an hour,
for 30 (60) minutes
 Verb phrases: gives you
energy, helps you think,
ask for help, kept trying
 Conjunctions: because,
when, but

Interview a partner
and report to the
group; lead a directed
drawing activity; act
out invitations to play;
negotiate solutions.

Write a paragraph
describing the setting;
create a four-panel poster;
write a dialogue; play
a board game to retell
experiences.

Have a dialogue about
weather; play a board
game to report on the
weather/give advice;
make travel plans; write a
postcard about a trip.

Create a storyboard;
relate instruments to
characters; plan and
perform a puppet show.

Write informational
paragraphs; write and
conduct interviews to
make predictions about
environmental changes.

Deliver formal presentation;
conduct interviews
from perspective of
story characters about
persevering in the face of a
challenge.

Building Toward the
Common Core

Unit
Goal

How’s the
Weather?

Language
Functions

Virtual Field Trip:
Snowy Destination

Sample Target
Language

The Art of
Getting Along

Unit
Assessments

Themes

Grades 3–4
Beginning

Proficiency Level at a Glance

SL Anchor: Engage effectively in a range of conversations (pairs, groups, teacher-led) on grade-level topics, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
L Anchors: 1. Apply knowledge of how language functions to different contexts. 2. Demonstrate command of conventions. 3. Acquire a range of domain-specific words.

W.3/4.2 Write informative/
explanatory texts.
SL.3/4.4 Recount
an experience using
descriptive details.

W.3/4.3 Write narratives to
develop real or imagined
events using descriptive
details and clear event
sequences.

W.3/4.2 Write informative
texts to examine a topic
and convey ideas and
information clearly.
SL.3/4.4 Report on a topic
using appropriate facts.

RL.3/4.1 Recount story;
determine central message/
theme.
RL.3/4.3 Describe
characters in a story and
how actions contribute to
sequence of events.

W.3/4.7 Conduct short
research projects that build
knowledge of a topic.
SL.3/4.4 Report on a topic
sequencing ideas logically
and using appropriate facts
to support main ideas.

RI.3/4.3 Explain ideas
or concepts in text using
language that pertains to
time, sequence, and cause/
effect.
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The Art of
Getting Along

Unit
Goal

Learn language to
respectfully interact with
others to get needs met,
avoid conflicts, and help at
school and at home.

Virtually experience a
typical setting found in
grade-level literature and
discuss the activities that
are associated with it.

Discuss climate and plan
a variety of activities
that make sense given
changing weather
conditions.






Make introductions
Express needs/requests
Describe routines
Express feelings and
preferences
 Negotiate solutions

 Describe attributes of a
place
 Describe/retell actions
 Tell how long an event
happened
 Compare and contrast








Sample Target
Language

 School/home vocabulary
 Verb phrases: relaxing,
competing, playing on
a team
 Present tense statements
with: when
 Questions with who,
when, do + adverb of
frequency: always,
usually, sometimes,
never

 Vocabulary to describe a
snowy town
 Present perfect tense:
have/haven’t + past
participle (I haven’t
been ice-skating, but I
have played on the sled.)
 Conjunctions: while,
before, after

 Vocabulary for weather,
geographical regions
 Past tense verb phrases:
were going to + infinitive
(We were going to ride
our bikes, but it was
too hot.)
 Conditional statements
with: if
 Modal verbs: could,
should + go

Write and perform a roleplay; write a story box;
write a mini-book that
tells how to get along at
school.

Write a paragraph
describing setting; create
a four-panel poster;
conduct interviews; retell
experiences.

Give mock TV weather
newscasts for different
geographical areas; make
and share travel plans via
Structured Role Play;
write a postcard.

Language
Functions

Themes

Building Toward the
Common Core

Grades 3–4
Intermediate

Proficiency Level at a Glance

Unit
Assessments

Instructional
Units
Virtual Field Trip:
Snowy Destination

How’s the
Weather?

Describe characteristics
Make predictions
Make/share plans
Ask/give directions
Retell actions
Express cause/effect

Visual and
Performing Arts

Ecology: Animals and
the Environment

Healthy Living

Discuss how a story (Peter
and the Wolf) is told through
words, actions, and music,
and use that information to
retell and perform it.

Report facts and
observations about a place
(desert, tundra, and coast)
and predict the impact of
environmental changes.

Explain the effects and
benefits of different actions
and choices (exercise,
nutrition, and responding to
discouraging situations).

Describe attributes
Retell actions/events
Compare and contrast
Explain classifications
Contribute ideas and
opinions

 Make/report
observations
 Compare and contrast
physical attributes and
actions
 Make predictions about
events

 Express cause/effect
for feelings, physical
conditions, and processes
 Discuss time
 Express feelings and
preferences

 Story vocabulary
 Negative past tense:
didn’t + present tense
verb (Grandfather didn’t
scold Peter when he
caught the wolf.)
 Adverbs (You said that
too quickly.)
 Statements/questions
with: should

 Vocabulary related to
desert, tundra, and coast
 Adjectives: some, little,
not much (Since there is
little rain in the desert,
plants have to store
water.)
 Predictive phrases (I
predict that polar bears
will starve since they
won’t have enough food.)

 Physical activity and
nutrition vocabulary
 Comparative and
descriptive adjectives
 Conjunctions: whenever,
but, although
 Future tense verb phrases
with: will, won’t
 Modal verbs: might,
might not

Describe the actions of
characters; write about
characters related to
instrument sounds; plan,
finalize, and perform a
puppet show.

Write informational
reports; write and
conduct interviews to
make predictions about
environmental changes.

Deliver formal
presentations; conduct
interviews from perspective
of story characters about
persevering in the face of a
challenge.







SL Anchor: Engage effectively in a range of conversations (pairs, groups, teacher-led) on grade-level topics, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
L Anchors: 1. Apply knowledge of how language functions to different contexts. 2. Demonstrate command of conventions. 3. Acquire a range of domain-specific words.

W.3/4.2 Write informative/
explanatory texts.
SL.3/4.4 Recount
an experience using
descriptive details.

W.3/4.3 Write narratives to
develop real or imagined
events using descriptive
details and clear event
sequences.

W.3/4.2 Write informative
texts to examine a topic
and convey ideas and
information clearly.
SL.3/4.4 Report on a topic
using appropriate facts.

RL.3/4.1 Recount story;
determine central message/
theme.
RL.3/4.3 Describe
characters in a story and
how actions contribute to
sequence of events.

W.3/4.7 Conduct short
research projects that build
knowledge of a topic.
SL.3/4.4 Report on a topic
sequencing ideas logically
and using appropriate facts
to support main ideas.

RI.3/4.3 Explain ideas
or concepts in text using
language that pertains to
time, sequence, and cause/
effect.
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Instructional
Units
The Art of
Getting Along

Building Toward the
Common Core

Unit
Assessments

Sample Target
Language

Language
Functions

Unit
Goal

Themes

Virtual Field Trip:
Snowy Destination

How’s the
Weather?

Learn language to
respectfully interact with
others to get needs met,
avoid conflicts, and help
at school and at home.

Virtually experience a
typical setting found in
grade-level literature and
discuss the activities that
are associated with it.

Discuss climate and plan
a variety of activities
that make sense given
changing weather
conditions.






Make introductions
Express needs/requests
Explain routines
Express feelings and
preferences
 Negotiate solutions

 Describe attributes of a
place or setting
 Explain actions
 Clarify whether
something has or
hasn’t happened
 Compare and contrast








 Complex sentences with:
going to, will probably +
conjunction: when
 Questions/statements
with: would, I’d rather
 Idioms: crazy about,

 Snowy town vocabulary
 Clauses with: where
(It’s the type of place

 Vocabulary for weather,
geographical regions
 Modal phrases: it could/

really into, crack up

 Requests with: can, will,
could, would

Write and perform a roleplay; write a story box;
write a mini-book that
tells how to get along at
school.

Grades 3–4
Advanced

Proficiency Level at a Glance

where …)

 Adverbs for quantity:

barely, a little,
completely, extremely

 Indefinite pronouns:
anyone, everyone,
someone, no one

Write a paragraph
describing the setting;
create a four-panel poster;
conduct interviews; retell
events.

Describe characteristics
Make predictions
Make/share plans
Ask for/give directions
Express cause/effect
Retell actions

might + verb (It’s clear in
the valley right now, but it
might rain …)
 Adverbs: north, south,
east, west + of here

 Past perfect statements:

Visual and
Performing Arts

Ecology: Animals and
the Environment

Healthy Living

Discuss how a story (Peter
and the Wolf) is told through
words, actions, and music,
and use that information to
retell and perform it.

Report facts and
observations about a place
(desert, tundra, and coast)
and predict the impact of
environmental changes.

Explain the effects and
benefits of different actions
and choices (exercise,
nutrition, and reacting to
discouraging situations).

 Relate/explain actions
 Explain inferences
 Classify and make
generalizations
 Compare and contrast
 Contribute ideas and
opinions to discussion

 Describe actions and
attributes of a place
 Compare and contrast
characteristics
 Make predictions about
events

 Express cause/effect
for feelings, physical
conditions, and processes
 Explain frequency
 Relate a past action with
another event
 Discuss feelings and
preferences

 Story vocabulary
 Complex sentences
with: while, when

 Vocabulary related to
desert, tundra, and coast
 Complex sentences
(To protect themselves

 Conditional question

 Adjectives of quantity

(All plants must have
water to survive, but desert
plants can survive with
small amounts of water.)

 Physical activity and
nutrition vocabulary
 Modal verb could + verb
phrases (You could either)
 Conjunctions: not only +
but also, even though, or
 Phrases to organize and
summarize
 Adjectives for states of
being

Describe actions of
characters; write about
characters related to
instrument sounds; plan,
finalize, and perform a
puppet show.

Write informational
paragraphs; write and
conduct interviews to make
predictions about the impact
of environmental changes.

Deliver formal presentation;
conduct interviews from
perspective of story
characters about persevering
in the face of a challenge.

(While his grandfather
was sleeping …)

(If you were Bird, what
would you say …)

had planned + infinitive

Report and give advice
about the weather; work
with a partner to make
travel plans; write a
postcard about a trip.

from strong winds …)

SL Anchor: Engage effectively in a range of conversations (pairs, groups, teacher-led) on grade-level topics, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
L Anchors: 1. Apply knowledge of how language functions to different contexts. 2. Demonstrate command of conventions. 3. Acquire a range of domain-specific words.

W.3/4.2 Write informative/
explanatory texts.
SL.3/4.4 Recount
an experience using
descriptive details.

W.3/4.3 Write narratives to
develop real or imagined
events using descriptive
details and clear event
sequences.

W.3/4.2 Write informative
texts to examine a topic
and convey ideas and
information clearly.
SL.3/4.4 Report on a topic
using appropriate facts.

RL.3/4.1 Recount story;
determine central message/
theme.
RL.3/4.3 Describe
characters in a story and
how actions contribute to
sequence of events.

W.3/4.7 Conduct short
research projects that build
knowledge of a topic.
SL.3/4.4 Report on a topic
sequencing ideas logically
and using appropriate facts
to support main ideas.

RI.3/4.3 Explain ideas
or concepts in text using
language that pertains to
time, sequence, and cause/
effect.
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