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BLENDED LEARNING
Elementary School Technology
Blended Learning is the new "Buzz" word you hear in education lately. With Blended Learning, students
are using different devices to intergrate technology into their learning. In all three elementary buildings,
students have access to either a laptop, an iPad, an iPod touch, virtual reality goggles, or a desk top
computer. Throughout each of the buildings, student have access to the district's WiFi connection when
they bring their own devices in to use in class; BYOD (bring your own device).
Students use these devices to access our district provided curriculum
websites and apps such as; SpellingCity, RazKids, BrainPop, Kahn
Academy, MobyMax, StarFall, ABCYa, Discovery Education, and many
more that the teachers have adapted to their instruction.
The advantage of using these Blended Learning techniques is that it
allows the students to engage in more relevant information while
enhancing their learning. With the touch of a button, students are able
to share information with their teachers & fellow classmates while
using our Office 365 software.

Middle School Language Lab
As a brand new program this year at Seitz Middle School, Ms. Cano had the privilege to direct the Language
Lab classes for our 8th grade students using Rosetta Stone. This online program represents a blended learning environment where students can receive differentiated instruction based on their needs and prior
knowledge of a world language they chose to study. Language Lab is an innovative, self-paced program
that allows students to use technology within the classroom to assist them
on their language learning journey. Students are learning to speak, write,
read, practice vocabulary and grammar through an online learning
environment.
They are learning about the origin of their language's throughout the
year! Ms. Cano paired the 8th grade students with an international pen
pal to gain a deeper perspective of culture and communication. By
implementing blended learning into her classroom, Ms. Cano has more
opportunities to involve the students in project based learning and create
engaging student collaborating experiences. Having technology within
her classroom allows students to access information quicker and literally
opens their minds to an entire virtual world.
Ms. Cano is excited to continue Language Lab for next year! For more
information about the program or what exciting activities Ms. Cano has
in store for our world language program please visit her website at
www.misscano.weebly.com.
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Standards-Based-Learning (SBL)
Seitz Middle School seeks to provide meaningful feedback to both learners and parents in
order to more easily track student progress toward mastery of key academic concepts, reflect upon strengths and weaknesses, and identify multiple pathways to deeper learning.
What is standards-based grading? Standards-based grading communicates how learners are performing on
a set of clearly defined learning targets called standards. The purpose of standards-based grading is to identify
what a student knows, or is able to do, in relation to pre-establish learning targets, as opposed to simply averaging grades/scores over the course of a grading period, which can mask what a learner has learned, or not
learned, in a specific course.

How does standards-based grading differ from traditional grading? Unlike traditional grading systems, a standards-based grading system measures a student’s mastery of grade-level standards by prioritizing
the most recent, consistent level of performance. Thus a student who may have struggled at the beginning of a
course, when first encountering new material, may still be able to demonstrate mastery of key content/
concepts by the end of a grading period. In a traditional grading system, a student’s performance for an entire
quarter is averaged together. Early quiz scores that were low would be averaged together with more proficient
performance later in the course, resulting in a lower overall grade than current performance indicates.
Standards-based report cards separate academic performance from work habits and
behavior in order to provide parents a
more accurate view of a learner’s progress
in both academic and behavioral areas. Variables such as effort, participation, timeliness, cooperation, attitude and attendance
are not reported as an indicator of a student’s academic performance.
How are my child’s marks determined?
A student’s performance on a series of assessments (both formative and summative)
will be used to determine a learner’s overall
grade in a course. Practice assignments
(homework) are just that, practice, and thus
should serve primarily as a source of feedback and instructional support for both students and teachers. Scores on practice
assignments should not be used as a major
component of a learners academic grade.
Teachers may require students to complete
all of their practice work prior to allowing
them to take, or retake, an assessment.
Please be patient with us as we transition to
SBL. Some of our teachers are investigating using Schoology (Instead of MIStar), as our
LEARNING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM to communicate this information more accurately and
easily to parents and students. Look for more
information in our newsletter, The Seitz Scoop,
and for links on our website.
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The math department at Seitz Middle School is piloting a new grading system here at Seitz. Next
year, this grading system will be building-wide. Here are a few key components:


Students are graded on assessments only.



Learning for a grade not earning for a grade (no extra credit, participation points, etc.).



Each assessment will be marked using a 4, 3, 2, or 1 (see below for explanation).



Students are highly encouraged to retake 1’s and 2’s.



Averaging, points, or percentages are not used in determining grades.



Students are assessed using “learning targets” or “I can statements.”



Parents will now know exactly what your student knows and does not know.

Highly Proficient
(4)

Proficient (3)

Developing (2)

Beginning (1)

Student has mastered the standard
to the degree that
he/she can apply
the skill or
knowledge to new
situations or using more complex
ideas. Student
can teach it.

Student has
demonstrated proficiency of what
the standard requires he/she can
perform on multiple occasions without help.

Student has NOT
independently
demonstrated proficiency of what
the standard requires but does
show partial understanding that
suggests progress.
Performance is inconsistent/some
misconceptions or
errors still exist.

Student is struggling and unable
to demonstrate
proficiency of
what the standard
requires, even
with help. Student has only limited understanding of the basics
or simpler concepts.
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DID YOU KNOW?
 DECA is an international association of high school
and college students and teachers of marketing,
management, and entrepreneurship in business,
finance, hospitality, and marketing sales and service.

On Friday, January 13, 2017, nineteen Riverview Community High School students competed in the Michigan DECA
district five competition at Eastern Michigan University. Out of the 19 members, 16 of them qualified for the State
Conference. DECA prepares emerging leaders and entrepreneurs in marketing, finance, hospitality and management. In
December, these students took a 100 question test in one of these four clusters; Business Management and Administration,
Finance, Hospitality and Tourism or Marketing. In January, students were judged on a role-play in their chosen event.
The following students received a medal for a high score on their judged role-play:
Elizabeth Corral and Casey Kolniak – Travel & Tourism Team Decision Making
Jose Gonzalez – Marketing Communications Services

The following students received a medal for a high score on their exam:
Adam Ritchie – Principles of Business Management
Samuel Wojtowicz – Principles of Business Management
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The following students will be representing Riverview Community High School in the
State Conference in Detroit in March:
Easton Borso – Sports & Entertainment Marketing
Evan Begeman & Brennen Mazur – Sports and Entertainment Marketing Team Decision Making
Brittany Branch, Jose Gonzalez, & Morgin Samuels- Leadership and Teamwork Team Decision
Making
Elizabeth Corral & Casey Kolniak – Travel and Tourism Team Decision Making
Rachael Hutchison & Tyler Rockefellow – Buying and Merchandising Operations (Written Research)
Christian Kelley – Sports & Entertainment Marketing
Taylor Kovach – Principles of Finance
Adam Ritchie – Principles of Business Management
Adam Skidmore – Business Financial Services
Symon Stroia & Samuel Wojtowicz – Franchise Business Plan (Written Event)

This is the second year for the DECA student organization. We meet every
Wednesday morning before school to prepare for the tests and role-plays. At the district and
state competition, students are given the opportunity to network with their peers and with
different college representatives.
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2017 HALL OF FAME BANQUET
The 2017 Hall of Fame Banquet will take place on March 17 at Arnaldo’s Banquet Center. Bill
Beson, a long-time music teacher in our district, and Susie Miklaski, who taught English at RCHS
for many years, are both being inducted into the Riverview Hall of Fame this year. Joining them
is one of our city's most decorated sons, United States Air Force Major General Mark Solo, recently retired from military duty. Also honored at the banquet are the 2017 Excellence in Education
award winners and the student scholarship winners listed below.

Riverview Community High School “Teacher of the Year”— Katie O’Day
Riverview Community High School “Support Person of the Year”— Sue Jeffries
Seitz Middle School “Teacher of the Year”— Shelley Zulewski
Seitz Middle School “Support Person of the Year”— Lina Singleton
Forest Elementary School “Teacher of the Year”—Amy Wassick

Forest Elementary School “Support Person of the Year”—Azita Frattarelli
Huntington Elementary School “Teacher of the Year”—Crissy Polgar
Huntington Elementary School “Support Person of the Year”—Jennifer Henderson
Memorial Elementary School “Teacher of the Year”—Brittany O’Brien
Memorial Elementary School “Support Person of the Year”— Theresa Grunwald
Riverview Community School District-at-Large Person of the Year— Lonnie Draper

Sons of the American Legion Scholarship: Kyle Lavrack
Kiwanis Club Scholarship: Lauren Drinane
Nancy Holloway Memorial Elementary School Alumni Scholarship: Alex Pickell
Charles F. Mikesell Memorial Scholarship: Tanner Wallace
Alpha Delta Kappa Scholarship: Alba Guxholli
Riverview Hall of Fame Scholarship: Christopher Burgess, Megan Cecchetti,
Kaitlin Kahler, Kyle Lavrack, Joseph Trudell, Donnell Williams
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In our District….
Senior wrestler EVAN BEGEMAN got his 100th win as he
captured the heavyweight championship at the Wayne
County Championships! He defeated the #1 ranked
wrestler in the state!

WELCOME NEW
SCHOOL BOARD
MEMBERS
ANDY DAVIS AND
SHEILA WALKER!

Congratulations to senior

Alyson Roberts for
placing in the top 10 for
Dental Science at the
HOSA competition.

Congratulations to junior
Johnathan Cole on bowling a
perfect 300 game at
Skore Lanes!

DID YOU KNOW?
 Any Riverview resident
over the age of 55 can
bring their ID and get a
Senior Gold Card from the
Board Office. This pass
will allow you to attend all
sports and school events
FREE!

UPCOMING EVENTS
March 17 @ 6:00 pm
Hall of Fame Banquet at Arnaldo’s

March 23-24 @ 7:00 pm
Spring Play—Auschwitz Lullaby
RCHS Auditorium $7.00 admission

March 24 @ 5:45 pm
Arts, Beats & Eats
RCHS Cafeteria $12.00 admission
$17 including theatre tickets

Congratulations to
the 2016-17
Quiz Bowl Team!
The team finished the
regular season with an
8-1 record and went 4-0
to win the conference
tournament.
The tournament win
qualified the team for
the Michigan High School
Quiz Bowl State Championships held this April in
East Lansing!
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