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With the holiday season approaching, as well as the cold weather, our schools are as
busy as ever. Our bands, orchestras, and choirs are all putting on various
performances. Our high school just put on their fall comedy and fall athletics have
transitioned into the winter season.
At the district level, we have been working on the kindergarten through fifth grade
configuration plan. Thank you to over 900 people that participated in our survey. This
Wednesday, I will be recommending to the Board of Education that we begin
transitioning to the Campus Plan. This is a month ahead of schedule for collecting the
data and making a decision. In the Campus Plan, Peter Muschal Elementary would
become a K-5 school, and Clara Barton Elementary would serve kindergarten through
second grade and then those students would transition to MacFarland Intermediate
School for third through fifth grade. Later this week, I will put a report that details the
survey data on our website. Assuming that the Board approves my recommendation, we
will begin to look at the new boundary lines so that we will be ready well ahead of next
September.
I have one reminder for our families. Over the weekend, we had our first accumulating
snowfall. This is a good reminder for parents to make sure that they have the most
current contact information with your child’s school so that you will receive all emergency
notifications. I am hopeful that all of our snowy days occur over a weekend but, if history
is any indicator, you are bound to be receiving at least one 5:30 a.m. telephone calls.
As the schools begin to prepare for the winter recess, I hope that you will be able to
enjoy some family time and become recharged for 2018! On behalf of the school district
and the Board of Education, I extend best wishes for a Happy Holiday Season and a
Happy New Year!
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The Community District Alliance and the entire Bordentown Regional School District provided a
basket of Thanksgiving supplies to families in need this holiday season. We were able to
distribute over 50 baskets to families.
Donations were received from our high school student body, Bordentown Is On
Point, the National Honor Society, Teens on Fire and the entire Bordentown
Regional School District faculty and staff. Ms. Quigley’s class organized the
donations that came from the high school. With some of the monetary contributions,
Ms. Jones and Ms. Quigley’s Life Skills classes were able to accompany Ms. Jodie
Glenn, Director of CDA to the Acme Markets of Bordentown and shop for needed
supplies. At the same time, Ms. Page’s Family & Consumer Science class was hard at work making macaroni & cheese
and pumpkin pies.
The success of this collection is also due to the efforts of our incredible organizations
and businesses in the Bordentown community. Bordentown Rotary Club and Acme
Markets of Bordentown provided turkeys, bread, and pies. Members of the
Bordentown Township Police, Mr. John Pavlovsky from the Rotary Club, Dr. Edward
Forsthoffer, Superintendent, Mr. Joseph Sprague, Bordentown Regional Middle School
Principal, Mr. Ernest Covington, Assistant Principal/Athletics and alumni Brady Hudik
picked up the supplies from the Acme Markets and helped get everything ready for
families.
A new and welcomed addition this year was the donation of cooked meals
for each family. Mr. Robert Pecht, owner of Bordentown Home for Funerals
contacted Ms. Jodie Glenn and offered this additional component through
the efforts of Bordentown Elks, Bordentown Home for Funerals, Bordentown
Kiwanis, Christ Church Parish, Consolidated Fire Association and Knights of
Columbus.
Everyone was able to work together as a community to make a positive impact on the lives of our district’s
families. Administration, the Board of Education, the Community District Alliance, our custodians, our district nurses,
Ms. McBride from PMES, the transportation department, faculty, students and community members are all to thank for
making such an event possible.

Curriculum and Instruction
Mr. James Lymper, Director and Ms. Michele Henry, Assistant Principal of Curriculum
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Bordentown Regional School District Earns Academic Distinction
Bordentown Regional School District has been honored by the College Board as an 8 th Annual AP District Honor
Roll recipient. Joining 38 other districts in New Jersey, and 447 throughout the United States and Canada, BRSD
earned this recognition for their commitment to expanding rigor and achievement in the high school program by
significantly increasing the number of students enrolled in Advanced Placement courses while maintaining a high
rate of student achievement on their end-of-course exams.
During the course of the 2016-2017 school year, 78 students from Bordentown Regional High School participated
in a total of 132 Advanced Placement exams covering 12 different subject areas, an increase of 31% from the
previous year. Additionally, 77% of BRHS students (60 out of 78) who took an AP exam scored at least a 3 or
above (the score the College Board uses to indicate success on an exam) on at least one AP test. This was an
increase of 58% as compared with the district’s results from the 2015 test administration (on which this recognition
is based).
The rise in the overall number of student participants and tests taken is attributed to both an expansion in
Advanced Placement course offerings, as BRHS introduced AP Computer Science Principles, during the 20162017 school year, and the district’s effort to encourage students to participate in challenging learning experiences.
BRHS Principal Rob Walder commented, “Over the past several years, we made a concerted effort to increase the
number of AP opportunities we offered our students as well as encouraging more students to take advanced
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Studio Art. More information about the 8th Annual AP District Honor Roll can be found here.

Parents had an opporutnity to meet with each of their child’s teacehers for Parent/Teacher
conferneces on November 16th. Thank you to the parents who were able to attend and if you
weren’t able, please feel free to email teachers or staff with any questions.
Finally, to wrap up November, our Bordentown is On Point program collected canned goods
and food to help families in need celbrate Thanksgiving. Thank you to our generous students
for helping those in need.

Special Services
Ms. Vanessa Bekarciak, Director
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JOYFUL? JOYFUL?
Diana McNeil, Psy.D.
As we begin to prepare for what we hope to be a joyful holiday season, we often forget the emotional toll that planning, gift-giving, and
family gatherings and expectations can have on children and adolescents who may already be experiencing emotional and/or mental
health problems. Many of us welcome this time as an opportunity to enjoy the company of others, a time of respite to refuel and
recharge ourselves, and still others manage to use this time to be of service to their community in some meaningful way. Despite this,
as we become more involved in the preparations that come with the holiday season, we may tend to overlook the impact of this time of
the year on our youth. This can be a very stressful time for them and oftentimes caregivers overlook the signs that signal that
something is wrong and that they may be experiencing a mental health problem.
Developmentally, researchers have found that triggers and symptoms can be different for each age group. Younger aged children may
experience conflicts with parents, increased negative situations at school, and the need to escape from an unbearable life.
Comparatively, teenagers usually react to the loss of a romantic relationship by threatening suicide. Additionally, experiencing bullying,
having a mental health diagnosis, and substance use may also be contributing factors. Overall, for both groups, there is a prevailing
feeling that things will never get better for them.
Some of the signals which should alert us that a child may be at-risk for experiencing a mental health problem include social isolation
from family and friends, changes in school performance, crying often, being angry or easily annoyed, hearing voices, and feelings of
helplessness and hopelessness. Signals that might indicate that an adolescent may be considering suicide include demonstrating
reckless behaviors that were not present previously (i.e., use of substances, becoming sexually promiscuous, and being socially
inappropriate) seemingly without thinking about the consequences of these behaviors. There may also be a dramatic change in mood
that is unexplainable, giving away prized possessions (i.e., a favorite locket or jacket), saying “goodbyes” (i.e., “thank you for being a
great teacher to me. I will never forget you.”), and anniversary dates of an event that has some importance to them (i.e., the death of
boy/girlfriend one year prior due to an automobile accident or some other traumatic event).
If you feel that your child is at risk here is what you should do: (1) ask them if they are considering suicide and find out if there is a plan
for self-harm; (2) make sure he/she is safe by removing any weapon, object, medication, or chemical they might use to harm
themselves; (3) Contact a mental health professional to assist you in getting the care your child needs to better cope with the situation
he/she may be facing; and (4) do not leave your child unsupervised until the mental health professional has completed an evaluation.
Remember, the goal is to give your child/adolescent a lifeline so they will feel safe, valued, and hopefully, turn their feelings of
hopefulness into feelings of hope.
If you feel that your child may be at risk for suicide here are some resources that will be of help to you:
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline (available 24 hours every day)
1-800-273-TALK (8255)
National Alliance on Mental Health
1-800-950-NAMI (6264)
The Lester A. Drenk Behavioral Health Center (available 24 hours, 7 days a week)
(609) 267-5656
Resources for Burlington County
Resource information developed by Partners for Kids and Families, Inc., a private, non-profit community based organization serving
children primarily between the ages of 5-18 with behavioral and emotional challenges along with their families.

Bordentown Regional High School
Mr. Robert Walder, Principal
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The students and staff at Bordentown Regional High
School had a busy November and are going to have an
even more eventful December. Students, teachers and
even our Bordentown Township Police Department all
competed for the championship at the BRHS Volleyball
Tournament on November 8th. After almost being
knocked out of the tournament, our teachers came out
on top beating students and our police department for
the title! Thank you to all of the teachers, students and
BTPD members that participated.
Parents had an opporutnity to meet with each of their
child’s teacehers for Parent/Teacher conferneces on November 16 th. Thank you to the parents who were
able to attend and if you weren’t able, please feel free to email teachers or staff with any questions.
Finally, to wrap up November, our Bordentown is On Point program collected canned goods and food to
help families in need celbrate Thanksgiving. Thank you to our generous students for helping those in need.
December has already gotten off to a busy start as well.
The week of December 4th is Computer Science
Education Week. To celbrate that, one of our Computer
Science teachers, Mrs. Ashish is hosting an Hour of Code
for our students and staff to participate in. The students in
Mrs. Ashish’s class are going to other classes to teach
them how to code.
Our student thespians performed a hilarious rendition of
Peter and the Star Catcher. Our students did a wonderful
job perfoming the play written by Rick Elice. They are currently conducting try outs for , A Chours Line
High School Ediiton. Be sure to come support our student actors and perfomers on March 1-3, 2018. Our
music department has also been working hard to prepare for the upcoming Winter Insturmental Concert on
December 7th at 7:30 and our Winter Vocal Concert on December 20th at 7:30.
Finally, BRHS is kicking off winter celebration with a spirit week and Winter Pep Rally on December 15th.
The theme of this year’s Winter Spirit Seek is “Tis the Season for Giving”. Each class has selected a
charity to highlight and fundraise for throughout the week. The charities selected are One Summit, Good
Grief, Burlington County Animal Shelter and Wynn’s Whimsical Witches. Monday, December 11th kicks off
our first day of the spirit week. This year the On Point committee decided to add a few class competitions
throughout the week, including dress up days. The dress up days are as follows:
Monday-Winter Hat & Scarf Day
Tuesday - White Out/Snow Day
Wednesday - Pajama Day
Thursday - Ugly Seasonal Sweater Day
Friday - School Colors Day
BRHS wishes you and your family a safe and relaxing holiday break.

Bordentown Regional Middle School
Mr. Joseph Sprague, Principal
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BORDENTOWN REGIONAL MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS AND NOTES FROM NOVEMBER
BRMS GRATITUDE ATTITUDE PROJECT :
The school-wide, annual Gratitude Attitude Project is a
meaningful Bordentown tradition dating back to the days
when McFarland Jr. School housed our 7th and 8th grade
students. It is a collaborative effort between our IMPACT
Club members and our Language Arts Department
where students hear stories of gratitude submitted by
staff and students. Following the story and discussion,
each student has the opportunity to write what they are
most thankful for on a paper leaf. The leaves are
collected and are used to create a colorful display. This
Gratitude
Attitude Tree
a representation of every
RAPS
REWARDS
FORisTEACHERS:
student’s gratefulness in their lives.
The RAPS STAFF incentive program recognizes and rewards
staff members for giving out RAPS tickets to deserving students
who display respect, accountability, pride, and safety. On a
weekly basis, a staff member is acknowledged over the loud
speaker as the "winner" for the week. The staff member
chooses one of the following awards: administrative class
coverage, a Wawa gift card, or the RAPS SUPERSTAR STAFF
parking spot - VIP parking right in front of the school for the
whole week. In addition, during the week, the staff member can
pick one day where they wear jeans to school for free! This is a
nice way to recognize staff for their support of the RAPS
program, and helps to motivate everyone in our building to take
pride in our school and ourselves.

BRMS OCTOBER STUDENTS OF THE MONTH:

From Left to Right Clockwise:
Christine Jardine 7
Avian Oppong Elks
Jadyn Crowell 6
Madison Poole 8

MacFarland Intermediate School
Ms. Megan Geibel, Principal
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MacFarland Intermediate School News
MIS has been very busy! November 8, 2017 MIS honored 50 veterans during our Veteran’s Day Ceremony. Thank you
for your service and most of all for allowing us to honor you.

November 22, 2017 MIS Celebrated our Positive Behavior Program with a Superhero PEP Rally.

Upcoming Events at MIS:
December 12th- MIS Winter Concert 7:00pm BRHS

MIS Staff Wishes Happy Holidays to all!

Clara Barton Elementary School
Ms. Louisa Kenny, Principal
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K-3

Normal

Arrival
8:25
Dismissal 3:15

Half
Day
8:25
12:40

1 Hour
Delay
9:25
3:15

2 Hour
Delay
10:25
3:15

Chemistry at Clara Barton! With the assistance of Mrs. Delaney, Clara Barton celebrated Chemistry Week in October
with visits from Chemistry professors and students from Mercey County Community College. The second and the third
grade were treated an interactive, hands-on experience with chemistry where they did a great series of experiments. There
was much to learn through these interactive demonstrations.

November was a treat for Clara Barton School! As we have worked through our Kindness Days this month we had two
tasks. First, we gathered ideas to be used later in the year. In our Kindness Cohorts we compiled a list of suggestions for
CBS “Random Acts of Kindness.” The categories we discussed were Random Acts of Kindness: On the Playground, In the
Hallway, In the Classroom, Towards Adults, and Towards Kids. If you have any ideas please submit them to the CBS Main
Office.
Second, we brainstormed and wrote Letters of Love for the elderly. Students wrote letters to be given to the elderly. Knowing
the power of communication and the loneliness and isolation of some senior citizens our students wrote a letter to be given
to an elder to let them know that they are loved and not alone. Making a difference can be so simple, yet it can be incredibly
impactful! If you have any ideas for Kindness Day we would love to hear them! We are always looking for ways for our
students to be kind and to reach out to our community. If you have any ideas please submit them to the CBS Main Office.
Congratulations are in order! This year, the 85lbs Bordertown Bulldogs Football team, had an undefeated regular
season. The 85 lb team has many Clara Barton students in both the second and third grade as well as some Peter Muschal
peers as well. The Bordentown Bulldogs also clinched their division championship this season. Unfortunately they did lose
in the final championship game, but that does not diminish their accomplishments!! Way to Go, Bulldogs!

Peter Muschal Elementary School
Mr. Daniel Riether, Principal
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STEAMing Ahead in the PEP Program
As technology moves forward in leaps and bounds so must the need to keep our young minds exposed to the growing
technology. The 3rd grade students in the BRSD’s Primary Enrichment Program, at both Clara Barton and Peter
Muschal, dove into Computer Science two years ago in a pilot program utilizing Code.org, a nonprofit organization
dedicated to expanding access to computer science. Students posed as software engineers, learning how to code.
Students were excited to know they were learning writing (coding) skills that could be usable one day to create their
own programs.
Last year, students went further to explore the application of 21 st Century Skills, that being Communication,
Collaboration, Creativity, and Critical Thinking through other forms of engineering disciplines. A pilot unit introduced
students to civil and mechanical engineering via problem solving construction problems. Students formed companies
and set about to build and share their collaborative products. All of this was accomplished thru learning and applying
The Engineer Design Process, a method of creating products used by accomplished engineers.
This year, the 3rd graders will add electrical engineering to their building
bag. What products use electricity? One known best to students is
computers. They got the opportunity to look inside one recently and
were awed by the complex wiring and boards used to send the correct
signaling to their monitor. While students will not be building computers,
they will be adding electricity to their projects. They will be using
LittleBits, a modular electric building product, recently purchased for use
in both schools. Students will be able to extend their application of the
engineering process from designing to building, testing and improving
their structures/inventions. At the same time, they will be able to further
develop their creativity, teamwork, and communication skills. Future
engineers are in the making!

Peter Muschal’s Annual Second Grade Heritage Feast
On Friday, December 1, 2017, Peter Muschal second
graders, teachers, and parents held their annual Heritage
Feast in the school’s cafeteria. Parent volunteers from all six
second grade classes helped to organize, prepare, and
serve food that represented numerous countries from around
the world. The feast serves as an introduction to second
grade’s Cultural Heritage unit in social studies, where the
students learn more about their cultural background, family,
and traditions. At the feast, students were able to gather
and taste an assortment of entrées and desserts from
various cultures that were represented through a variety of
ethnic foods. A festive time was had by all and the second
grade students were thrilled to have discovered new foods
derived from various countries around the globe.

Important Upcoming Dates
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This Month
December 13 – Board of Education Meeting
December 22 – ½ Day ALL Staff and Students
December 25-29 – Winter Recess – SCHOOL CLOSED

Next Month
January 1 – New Year’s Day – SCHOOL CLOSED
January 3 – Board of Education Re-Organization Meeting
January 12 – PreK-12 Staff In-Service – No School ALL Students
January 15 – Martin Luther King Jr – SCHOOL CLOSED

Thank you for checking in with The Bordentown Bulletin!

