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LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

10:00AM - 4:00 PM

College Spirit Day
Friday, May 6th

Every first Friday of the month is College
Spirit Day at Village Tech! Encourage your
students to sport the gear of their favorite
College/University!

Athletic Banquets
May 17 & May 23
High School: Tuesday, May 23rd
6:00 - 8:00 PM in the ECC Gym

SYNERGIZE: Together is Better
Join Village Tech Schools as we partner with our Greater South Dallas
community in pulling together our cities, residents, neighborhoods and
businesses to celebrate our diversity and show that "together is better." Meet
students, Pre-K through High School, excited to share their educational journey
and equipped to creatively think through our community's challenges and find
new, innovative solutions by employing technical skills to build prototypes,
designing full-scale models and building final, professional products.
Other activities will include food trucks, local artisan vendors, live entertainment,
art demonstrations, and interactive community areas!

Saturday, May 20 - 10:00am-4:00pm
402 W Danieldale Road, Duncanville, TX
RSVP

LEARN MORE

Elementary & Middle School:
May 17, 2017 @ 3:00 PM
Big Tech Cafeteria

Volunteer Sign-Up
Forge On - Saturday, May 20
We need volunteers to help with set-up, day-of,
and tear-down for Forge On on Saturday, May 20.
If you are willing to help at one or more of these
times, please fill out the form!
We will contact you before the event with more
information and to confirm volunteer shifts and
times. Thank you so much for your willingness to
help on Forge On!

VOLUNTEER

Synergize: Together is Better
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community - innovation - local vendors - music & food

Teacher Appreciation Week
May 15-19

Movie Monday: Bring your teacher's favorite popcorn
flavor or movie theatre treat
Thirsty Tuesday: Bring your teacher their favorite drink
Wear it Wednesday: Wear your teacher's favorite color
or character from their favorite movie to school
Fan Mail Thursday: Write a special letter telling your
teacher what makes them a star
Finale Friday: Bring your teacher a gift to show your
appreciation

Students at every grade level will be presenting their research, design process,
innovative solutions, and learning outcomes at the exhibition. Some
challenges you will see: a local community garden by 6th graders, bat houses
for the local community designed by 3rd graders to help address disease
control, soapbox derby races built and hosted by 5th grade students, sensory
gardens by Pre-K and Kindergarten students, a 10th grade hologram art
installation in partnership with the Dallas Zoo to help fight animal extinction,
and more! This year, Forge On will be a community celebration focused on
bringing our communities together in order to cultivate unity with neighbors,
city leaders, and neighboring cities. What is Forge On? Video

Saturday, May 20
10:00am-4:00pm
402 W Danieldale Road
Duncanville, TX

RSVP
LEARN MORE

Pre-K Graduation Ceremony
Wednesday, May 31 @ 5:00 PM
Big Tech Cafeteria

PreK students are excited to celebrate their
accomplishments this year with a PreKindergarten
Graduation Ceremony with their families! The students
will share some of the songs that they've learned as well
as receive their certificates. Refreshments will be served
immediately following the celebration for the graduates
and their families.
For more dates and information (including
updated athletic schedules) check the Main
Calendar on our website homepage.
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Last Day
of School

Annie, Jr.

by Elizabeth Podany, 3-7 Campus Director, Curriculum & Innovation Director
The Village Tech Schools Community
Theatre presented Annie Jr. This was the FIRST
school theatre, the FIRST performances, the
FIRST cast, the FIRST crew.
WOW! The entire musical production was
driven and lead by the hands and passion of our
amazing students! On stage, behind stage, and
throughout the house, VT students ran the show.
Students, we are so proud and inspired
by you! Teachers and parents that offered your
support and help, thank you! And to our

Who Runs the Stage?
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community that showed up and packed the house,
our students could not believe the laughs, cheers
and love you poured out!
Annie Jr. was a HUGE success. Thank you
all for attending the first ever musical by the Village
Tech Community Theater program. We are beyond
proud of the performances and thank each and
every one of you for your support. A special thanks
for Cedar Valley College and our mentor, Mr.
Michael Lyons for your support. Look for next year's
auditions and be a part of the fun!

Annie Jr. Cast & Crew

The first school musical, Annie Jr., was a beautiful
picture of student talent, hard work and passion! But even more
than this, Annie Jr. was an amazing representation of the VT family
way of community. The entire musical production was driven and
lead by the hands and passion of our amazing students, but it was
also driven by students serving and motivating other students!
On stage, behind stage, and throughout the house, VT students
ran the show. Before the show all students and adults in the house
formed a circle and 11th grader and student director, Joshua
Price, motivated the entire cast and crew with a speech full of
pride and wisdom. Behind stage older students applied make-up
and styled the hair of younger students, the tech crew attached
microphones on the cast, prepared props and sets, checked the
sound, and took care of the audience.
Students, we are so proud and inspired by you! You
truly made this production happen and turned it into something
absolutely stunning! You put your hands and heart on every
single facet of Annie and it showed in the creativity and brilliance
of the performance weekend.

2016/2017

Travel Opportunities
International
Educational
Tours

Belize

Italy

Read about this trip in April’s Newsletter!

Summer 2017
Global Leadership Summit
Group Leader: Mrs. Mays
Contact smays@villagetechschools.org

Field Day Investigators

by Tara York, 4th Grade Teacher

On April 13th, the 4th grade students enjoyed
beautiful scenery, perfect weather and a lot of
science! Our students traveled by charter bus to the
Cedar Hill State Park where they were met by staff
from the Texas Wildlife Association. The students
participated, along with high school students from
Bishop, in a Field Day Investigation. The students
were divided into groups and then set off to explore
and discover! The investigations included a nature
walk where students learned about invasive and
native species. Another area of exploration was in
the stream trailer. Here students had an opportunity
to learn about water flow, sediments, erosion and
more in a hands-on trailer. Students enjoyed getting
their hands dirty during a service learning project
where they made seed bombs for the park to use to
re-grow areas that were destroyed during flash
flooding last year.
A student favorite was the macroinvertebrates
exploration. Students looked at water color, smell,

stream cover, stream bedding and invertebrates
scooped up by a net to discover whether the water
near the lake was polluted or not. Their
investigations cited the water was mildly polluted.
Lastly, students learned about water chemistry
through a process of experiments. In their
investigations, they found that the water in Joe Pool
Lake is just right condition for the animals that live
in it!
Andrew Jackson, 4th grader, stated his favorite
part of the day was the nature walk. It was “cool
because we got to see footprints of animals that
are in the park,” Andrew said. The bobcat footprints
were his favorite! Remington Cooper expressed she
liked the hands-on erosion stream trailer. When
asked why she enjoyed this activity she stated “I
liked the hands-on interaction.” When asked to
sum up the day’s activities Anthony Hatcher said, “it
was AMAZING!”

iSigned - Endorsement Signing Day
The Village Tech Class of 2021, our current 8th grade students, attended the Annual
Endorsement Signing Day. An endorsement is a pathway recognized by the State of Texas as a
student's field of choice toward graduation of High School. At the ceremony, each student
chooses their endorsement and signs in front of their teachers, parents and peers. We are so
proud of our Squids and excited for the incredible futures ahead of them.

PARENT CONNECT
On this Month’s Agenda:
• Action Team Meetings
• and More!
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Endorsement Options:
Arts & Humanities
Business & Industry
Science, Engineering, Technology & Mathematics
Multi-Disciplinary

May 9th | 6:30pm | VT Cafeteria
Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month.
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NIGHT with the ARTS

Last month, Village Tech High
School presented “Night with the
Arts” to their local community. The
night was a beautiful highlight of the
art and graphic design pieces
created this school year by High
School students. Throughout Visual
Expressions, student artwork was on
display and for sell, music was
playing, and food was served.

VT High School

Village Tech High School Art Night

Thank you to all who shared this
night with our students - it meant
the world to them! Night with the
A r t s w a s s u c h a n i n c re d i b l e
experience of student creativity and
hard work! It’s amazing to see each
child’s growth this school year and
to see the skills and softwares they
are mastering in such professional
pieces of art.

by Schretta Stewart- Mays, HS Directors & Academic Advisor

Class Ring Ceremony - The Class of 2018 participated in the Inaugural Village Tech High School Class Ring Ceremony! Experiencing being 1st is not new
for this class. Many of these students are Founding Village Tech Students who began attending school here in 8th grade. The night was filled with a
special sense of pride and emotion as the students received their class rings from a special person they chose to also give heartfelt thoughts too and a
rose.
10th Grade Planning Team - The 10th grade planners of the annual grade retreat visit Lakeview Camp and Retreat Center for a tour of the facilities and
to help with their plan for the 2nd annual 10th grade retreat, May 25 & 26.
SAT/ACT - Village Tech High School juniors are in the process of taking their first SAT/ACT exams. There are several sites available to help the students to
prepare for this college entry exam. Village Tech students have access to albert.iou as well as Khan Academy and services offered by the College Board.
Earth Fest - 9th grade students presented their geocaching challenge at the annual Earth Fest festival.
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State Testing

Keep testing in perspective. Yes. It
matters. Testing will always be
relevant. You take a driving test to get
your license, you take the SAT/ACT to
get into college, you complete tests at
the doctor's office to tell you how
healthy you are or to diagnose areas of
concern.
At Village Tech, testing is one part of a
larger look at student performance.
See the diagram. Testing is formative
feedback. It's one part of many in
order to review a child's performance.

by Elizabeth Podany, 3-7 Campus Director, Curriculum & Innovation Director

During our state testing, please
remember a few things. State Testing
marks one day and one moment of a
child's ability. Remember, we want our
students to do well and to show what
they know. We want them to be
confident because of their abilities.
However, the most important thing we
can ALL say to our students is "work
hard”.
In the end, we want students who have
worked hard. We wants students who
have used their strategies to do well

Free CA$H for VT

but also who, during those hard
moments on a test, don't give up,
don’t guess, don’t blow off their
day. We want students who display
toughness when it is needed, students
who work and work and work with all
they have, not taking the easy way out.
As a Village, let's promote "work
hard". In the words of a timeless,
classic movie "Never give up, never
surrender.”

Frustrated with your Child's Lack of Motivation?
Online article from Dr. Charles Fay, Love and Logic

A couple approached me after one of my recent seminars: We never have any
peace. All we do is fight with her about her grades. She can do the work, but she
just won’t try. The teachers keep calling and telling us that we need to make sure
she does her homework. It’s starting to feel hopeless.
From the dark circles under their eyes and the frustration in their voices, I could tell
they were quickly losing faith that anything could help their thirteen-year-old
daughter get motivated to achieve. Have you been there as a parent or as an
educator?
1.
2.
3.
4.

BUY your favorite Box Tops products.
CLIP Box Tops from each package.
SEND your Box Tops to school with your child.
YOUR SCHOOL GETS CASH to help buy the things it really needs.

Go to BTFE.COM/PRODUCTS for a complete list of Box Tops products.

Support Village Tech Schools as you shop on Amazon at smile.amazon.com.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Village Tech every
time you shop, at no cost to you.
How you support VT when shopping on Amazon?
Visit smile.amazon.com and select "Village Tech Schools" to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember your
selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will
result in a donation.

I replied: Would you like to hear an experiment that might help? It was clear that they
did, so I shared the steps below:
• Say to your child, “I’ve been discovering that people tend to learn best when they
mostly focus on what they are doing right, rather than always dwelling on what they
do wrong.”
• Also say, “I think this might help you, too. When you bring your work home, we’ll be
looking at what you feel the best about.”
• When your child brings home schoolwork or homework, pay no attention to the
wrong answers or sloppy work. That’s right. Pay no attention to the errors.
• Ask your child to share one or two things they did well. If they can’t think of any,
pick some. You might have to start small by noticing such things as how they
formed a letter, lined numbers up correctly, etc.
• Without gushing praise say, “I noticed that you did this one correctly. How did you
do that?”
• If your child wants help with incorrect or incomplete work, help as long as there is
no anger, frustration, or arguing. If this starts, say, “This sounds like something you
may want to ask your teacher about. I love you! Remember, kids do best when they
focus on how they got things right…rather than how they did them wrong.”
• Experiment with this for two weeks and see if this makes things better or worse.
Two months later I received an email from the couple. Here’s an excerpt: That
experiment you shared with us hasn’t solved all of her problems with
underachievement. Her grades aren’t better yet, but we are now enjoying each other
instead of fighting World War III every evening. That part is really better!
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Sharpen the Saw

Synergize: Together is Better
Forge On Sponsors and Partners

by Kristy Quinn, Director of Culture & Character

A woodsman was once asked, “What would you do if you had
just five minutes to chop down a tree?” He answered, “I would
spend the first two and a half minutes sharpening my axe.”

HUGE thank you to our incredible Forge On Sponsors! These businesses have given to help make
our students’ day of sharing their education journey a community-wide celebration! We are so grateful
for their generosity and proud to call them partners in our mission!

Sharpening your Saw is the 7th Habit which surrounds all the
other habits. Covey believes that time spent in the private victory
space of self-improvement will create a highly effective person in
interpersonal relationships; or public victories. This could also be
synonymous with self-care.
Sharpening our Saw has 4
dimensions to renewal: body, heart, mind, and spirit.
Body: exercise, nutrition, rest, stress management
Heart: consistent deposits in emotional bank accounts of key
relationships
Mind: reading, writing, learning, study
Spirit: service, values, clarification, inspirational literature,
meditation, nature
Think: What's one thing you would like to start, stop, or
continue in each of these 4 dimensions of renewal?

Thank you Frost!
A big thank you to Frost Bank and Tim Maiden for
their generous donation to our capital campaign!
Their gift was given to help support events and
materials for our new building find. We are so
grateful for their gift and support which helped go to
host the Forge Forward Luncheon.
At Frost Bank everyone is significant, and at Frost, we
treat them that way. We give our customers a square
deal and keep their assets safe and sound. These beliefs
have guided Frost from the very beginning and served
our customers well since 1868.

Forge Forward Luncheon
To Build and Strengthen Partnerships Towards the Future Home of VT

Our Mission: Through great teachers
working together, we are forging
students who are character driven,
challenge ready and community
focused.
Thank you to everyone who attended
our first Forge Forward Luncheon! This
year's event was the first of many to
build development for our new home,
internships and more opportunities for
our students and school as a whole.
At the luncheon, student ambassadors
took our guests around VT for campus
tours and then were served lunch
among other guests, teachers and
students. During lunch, a panel of
teachers and students answered
questions and shared their VT story.
We are so grateful for individuals and
organizations that have a heart for our mission and are excited to be a part of Village Tech’s future!
A SPECIAL THANKS TO: Frost Bank, Wendy Krispin Caterer, our Student Ambassadors, and
Student / Teacher led panel.
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MUSICAL: ANNIE, JR.

PRESENTED BY VT THEATRE

College Spirit Day
Friday, April 7th
Every first Friday of the month is College
Spirit Day at Village Tech! Encourage your
students to sport the gear of their favorite
College/University!

Student Led Tours
Thursdays & Fridays
Front Office: 469-454-4441
Online Sign-Up: HERE

The Portfolio: Better Known as Shields at VT
My topic today is Portfolios. From our charter
application to our practice in the classroom, the
expectation is for students to document aspects of their
learning. Why is Village Tech so adamant that the student
portfolio is essential to our students’ progress? While the
portfolio is not always the easiest type of assessment to
implement, it can be a very effective tool and visual
representation of a student’s school year progression.
Portfolios show the cumulative efforts and learning of a
student over time. Offering valuable data about student
improvement, skill mastery, portfolios help us understand
the student’s processes. Along with student reflection,
that data provides valuable information about how each
student learns and what is important to him or her in the
learning process. In short, it is a good opportunity to chart
the student’s growth and tell their story.

Portfolios provide a vehicle for consideration of
process and the development of related skills. Because of
this, they are frequently included with other types of
authentic assessments because they move away from
telling a student's story though test scores and, instead,
focus on a meaningful collection of student performance
and meaningful reflection through the evaluation of their
work. Jon Mueller of North Central College says that
portfolios need to be more than just a collection of stuff
like artwork or writing samples. It needs to have a
purpose. Students need to document authentic tasks
which capture meaningful application of knowledge
and skills. Their portfolios can tell compelling stories of
the multiple facets of growth. continued on page 7 >
- Robert Johansen, Assistant Superintendent

Village Tech offers student led tours to prospective
students, parents, business and community leaders,
and educational partners. Tours can be scheduled
online on our website for Thursdays at 3:00pm or
Fridays at 9:00am. Sign up online or call the front
office to schedule.

Annie, Jr: TICKETS ON SALE
April 21 & 22
April 21 @ 7:00pm
April 22 @ 2:00pm, 6:00pm
BUY TICKETS
Village Tech Community Theater is proud to present Annie
Jr. Don't miss this first ever theatrical production! With
equal measures of pluck and positivity, little orphan Annie
charms everyone's hearts despite a next-to-nothing start in
1930s New York City. Annie is determined to find the
parents who abandoned her years ago on the doorstep of an
orphanage run by the cruel Miss Hannigan. Follow Annie on
this adventure - meeting Mr. Warbucks, trusting Miss Farrell,
captivates the heart of a mansion staff and more!

NIGHT with the ARTS

2

Village Tech High School Art Night

Friday, April 7th
7:00pm-9:00pm
Visual Expressions
Music - Sweet Bites - Arts

Our students are so excited to share their
artwork with you!

Village Tech High School presents to the
community "Night with the Arts." This art night
will highlight art and graphic design pieces
created this school year by High School
students. Visual artwork will be on display,
music will be playing, and food will be served.

Art pieces will be both on sale and included in a
silent auction. All proceeds will go to raising
funds for art and graphic design classroom
equipment. Cash, credit cards, and checks will
be accepted.
Raising Funds for Art Equipment:
- Classroom Set of Graphic Tablets
- Classroom Set of Looms

For more dates and information (including
updated athletic schedules) check the Main
Calendar on our website homepage.
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The Odyssey
The word Odyssey means
journey. Finding its roots in 8th century
Italian and Greek, it was both the name
of Homer’s famous epic, “The Odyssey”
and the name of the poem's main
character, Odysseus, who goes on a long
journey to return home and reclaim his
throne.
The Odyssey is the name
given to the journey of 11th grade
students at Village Tech. A journey where
the mythical beasts are daunting
decisions, the throne is the future, and
the journey is not one taken alone. As
these juniors progress towards
adulthood, and eventually their future
careers, Village Tech and the community
are doing their best to make every
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by Isis Toldson, VT Student News Crew

dream attainable. Community members
are offering internships in the career
each student has researched and shown
interest in, while Village Tech teachers
have promised to leave no goal
unreached. We aren’t there yet, but we
haven’t stopped moving.
With their final year of High
School approaching, there is a distinct
feeling of excited anxiety as these
students are staring the future in the
eyes and challenging it to a duel.
Thankfully, they haven’t come
unprepared. This journey is something
they have been on long before it was
given a name. Each student has been
asked to analyze their life and passions
since day one on the decks of their 8th

grade quad, because as an old poet
once said, “Each man (or woman may I
add) delights in the work that suits him
best.” For some, that is the world of
medicine, others engineering, and more

experience success, but everyone will
learn, and isn’t that what Village Tech is
all about?

For these students, this next
year will be one of the most
A journey where the mythical challenging of their lives
thus far, but they won’t be
beasts are daunting decisions, alone. Teachers, parents
the throne is the future, and the and the community will all
be standing with them,
journey is not one taken alone. pushing them forward, and
standing firm when they
passionate about entertainment.
can’t.
Eventually,
we will all get to where
Regardless, every student is challenged
we’re
going,
whether
that’s crossing a
to prove themselves by using the next
stage
on
graduation,
or building a
year to do something they’ve never
rocketship to Mars. The Odyssey has
done before that aligns with their
begun, will you see it to the end?
passions, and share it with the world.
Some will face failure while others

A Winning Combination: 6th Grade & Zula B. Library
by Julie Boane, 6th Grade Teacher

After reading Seedfolks, by
Paul Fleischman, sixth graders became
passionate about planting and growing.
They spent weeks researching different
types of gardens, planning where they
would plant at VT and deciding where
and how they would donate the
vegetation they would be growing, for
they had decided growing a garden and
sharing what they grew would be their
challenge. Eventually, they discovered
our campus was not the ideal spot for
gardening, so they cast their nets wide
and began looking elsewhere.
The answer was obviously
clear. Zula B Library in Cedar Hill had a
community garden and needed some
help. The library staff needed a crew of

people to come in and clean up and
prepare the garden for spring planting.
Who better than our students who were
dying to get their hands in the soil? For
their efforts, Zula B offered them a
garden plot of their own.
In their desire to know more
about planting and growing, sixth
grade teachers found an expert
gardener, Mr. Billy Clark to come out
and speak to them. Mr. Clark instructed
students on the power of square-foot
gardening, or growing in small plots.
This information was exactly what sixth
graders needed to add to their
knowledge of gardening.
On Saturday, March 4, a crew
of kids (and some parents) presented

themselves at the community garden.
They worked hard cleaning, weeding,
spreading mulch, helping other
gardeners and sharing a hot dog lunch
provided by Keep Cedar Hill Beautiful.
In addition to maintaining their own
plot (seeds provided by Mr. Billy Clark),
sixth grade students also will help
maintain the garden plots designated
for The Cedar Hill Food Pantry.
Sixth graders have many
ideas to help improve the community
garden at Zula B. They are designing a
greenhouse, building benches, and are
considering a pathway that links the
community garden to White Rhino
coffee house.

2016/2017

Travel Opportunities
International
Educational
Tours

Belize

Italy

Read about this trip on page 5!

Summer 2017
Global Leadership Summit
Group Leader: Mrs. Mays
Contact smays@villagetechschools.org

1st Grade Career Ceremony

by EmilyYetts, 1st Grade Teacher
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On March 23rd, 1st grade hosted their
Presentation of Learning. At this ceremony, each
grader was awarded their "career". This year’s
1st grade challenge is focused on bringing
dramatic play back into the classroom
environment for early childhood education. As
teachers, we notice that our students learn the
best through play. So 8th grade and 1st grade
have teamed up together to create dramatic
play pop-up centers.

interviews then landed them a career fit for
what the students put on their resumes.
Following their hard work, the 1st grade
teachers, Forge teachers, and Ms. Olmstead
wanted to host a ceremony to make receiving
their careers a special moment for each student.
The ceremony was full of excitement! Each
student was recognized in a moment of
appreciation, and as teachers, admin, and
parents, it was fun to watch their eyes light up
with pride. Every student was given an
This journey began when 8th grade come to the important role in their city, such as city planner,
ECC to read the book "Oh The Places You Will firefighter, science teacher, doctor, and K9
Go" by Dr. Suess and talk about what the officer, among many others!
students wanted to be when they get older.
After a few days of thinking about their choices, There is so much more to come! Make sure to
the students made their own cover letters and find our 1st Grade students at Forge On on May
resumes, and then went on to interview for a 20th to experience their entire Design
career with some of VT administrators. Their Challenge process.

Math Question Frenzy

Elizabeth Podany, 3-7 Campus Director, Curriculum & Innovation Director

The month of April is Math Question Frenzy in Grades 3 - 7!
We are applying everything we have learned all year into spiraling,
multilayered, question frenzy. Each grade level will set a goal for the
number of questions each week they are collectively trying to answer.
For example: 20 questions a day x 66 students x 5 days a week =
6,600 questions in a week! We can do this!!
We are going to keep the energy HIGH all week -and keep the kids
pumped up! During this month, we are THEMING out our weeks to
encourage everyone to join in the fun - all grades, all students… a
Dress Code Theme.

April 3 Week - JERSEYS, SPORTS - JERSEY ALL WEEK
April 10 Week - PURPLE - PURPLE ALL WEEK
April 17 Week - CAMO - CAMO ALL WEEK
April 24 Week - NEON - NEON ALL WEEK
May 1 Week - VT STRONG - VT SHIRTS ALL WEEK
Parents - keep your child and family engaged in the challenge, set your
own IXL, Big Brainz, Study Island, Reading Eggs QUESTION FRENZY
FAMILY challenge! Share your numbers on Village Tech Parent Connect
Facebook on Friday!!! Let's get to solutions, equations, estimations,
products, quotients, differences, and sums!! Let's go!

PARENT CONNECT
On this Month’s Agenda:
• Action Team Meetings
• and More!

April 11th | 6:30pm | VT Cafeteria
Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month.
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International Women’s Day

“The VT presentation was engaging and the
students were AMAZING! We are still receiving
great feedback from our attendees who
thoroughly enjoyed the day… thanks to your
contribution.” - Accenture

We are so proud of our amazing students and staff
that represented Village Tech Schools at
International Women's Day hosted by Accenture.
At the conference, hosting over 600+ DFW
professionals, our CEO/Superintendent, David
Williams, and his 4th grade daughter, Marin,
presented on what it means to be VT. Then, two VTHS
Juniors, Alejandra and Morgan, participated on a
multi-generational panel representing Gen-Z.

VT High School

by Schretta Stewart- Mays, HS Directors & Academic Advisor

Hosted by Accenture

Our students had the opportunity to participate in
workshops, interact on current issue debates, and
hear from inspiring professionals that are making a
difference in the world around them. Among these
professionals, our 3rd-11th grade students held
themselves with a level professionalism and
character that made their school proud!
Huge thank you to Accenture for this amazing
experience for our students and staff!

VT in Belize

by Brandi Olmstead, ECC Director

Junior Internship - Juniors are gearing up for their Junior level internships
and future senior odyssey. If you or someone you know has contacts to assist
with internship placement in any industry please contact me to let Mrs.
Stewart-Mays know smays@villagetechschools.org. I am also looking for
parents from all grade levels to
serve on the internship council.
Odyssey - Sophomores and Juniors
are currently engaged in future
career planning. They are working
to research and create a path that
will lead to their future careers.
These students will be working to
apply real-time professional
experience to their high school
research. If you know of a Human
Resource specialist who could assist
us with resume, tax prep, and any
other items related to career
development please let Mrs.
Stewart-Mays know at
SMays@Villagetechschools.org.

Over Spring Break, Village Tech students and staff traveled to Belize with EF
Tours. The students had a wonderful time serving their adopted classroom at
Sacred Heart School in San Ignacio, Belize, exploring the Mayan ruins and
cave tubing, snorkeling in the largest barrier reef in the western hemisphere,
and relaxing at the beach.
At Village Tech we believe that experiencing the world through foreign travel
changes students' lives. We are so proud of our students for showing their VT
pride all over Central America! Make sure to go check out the video on our
Facebook page for more photos of the trip!
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ThoughtWorks

8th Grade Career Day

Half-day Wednesday for the teachers and staff at VT was a hands-on, design focused
experience thanks to an interactive workshop brought by ThoughtWorks.
ThoughtWorks is a software design company passionate about revolutionize design
and creation. As a community that values the design process and human centered
design, they brought a beautiful perspective of Design Thinking and how it applies
in their industry.
Your task: to create a next generation animal to replace an extinct species. Your
tools: legos. Your client: someone at your table. Walking our teachers through
the entire design process in less than 10 minutes, ThoughtWorks reminded our
teachers of the collaborative, creative and meaningful nature of design.
From the Village family we would like to give a huge thank you to ThoughtWorks!
Thank you for sending your employees and ideas to our school, we can’t wait to see
how it changes the ways we teach!

Free CA$H for VT

SHIRTS FOR SALE
Support your Village Tech Community Theater
Program by purchasing one of the VT shirts. Original
art work by 10th grader, Keyla Retana, displaying the
VT take on comedy and tragedy - well done! Shirt
orders begin Monday, April 3, all shirts must be
prepaid by April 7. Order forms go home Monday.
$10 sizes CS - AXL, $15 for additional sizes.

1.
2.
3.
4.

BUY your favorite Box Tops products.
CLIP Box Tops from each package.
SEND your Box Tops to school with your child.
YOUR SCHOOL GETS CASH to help buy the things it really needs.

Go to BTFE.COM/PRODUCTS for a complete list of Box Tops products.

The Path to Synergy
by Kristy Quinn, Director of Character & Culture/Counselor

To Synergize brings together the other habits of Beginning with the End
in Mind, Think Win-Win, and Seek 1st to Understand, then to be
Understood.
Simply put: Valuing differences plus seeking 3rd
alternatives for solutions equals Synergy.
For many of us living and working within the habits, we know we are
synergizing when our team efforts are exponentially higher than our
individual input. Finding a 3rd alternative may be exemplified by 1 + 1
= 3, 10, or even 100.

Support Village Tech Schools as you shop on Amazon at smile.amazon.com.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Village Tech every
time you shop, at no cost to you.
How you support VT when shopping on Amazon?
Visit smile.amazon.com and select "Village Tech Schools" to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember your
selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will
result in a donation.

You know you (your team or family) are in synergy when you:
• Have a change of heart.
• Feel new energy and excitement
• See things a in a new way
• Feel the relationship has transformed
• End up with an idea that is better than what you started with
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Soap Box Derby

New Building & Capital Campaign
by David Williams, CEO/Superintendent

by Leigh Ann Strange, 5th grade Teacher

This year’s 5th grade challenge is to build our community
relationships by creating and racing soap box derby cars,
like in "Little Rascals.” This event will be held in May at our
Forge On event and all of our community will be invited!
Our students are showing innovation and design through
this entire process. Students are already building derby
cars in the Forge and
making relationships
with local community
groups. This is going to
be awesome! Great job,
5th grade students and
team!

Home of Tomorrow: The Duncanville Church of Christ
Inc. board of directors unanimously approved the sale
of the property at 402 W. Danieldale Rd. in Duncanville
to Village Tech. This is an incredible opportunity that
presented itself to VT in the last two months. We are still
on track to move in beginning August 2018 (a year and
a half from now). More updates to follow!

Capital Campaign: Meet the student members of our
capital campaign team: Isis Toldson, Eddie Ramos,
Alejandra Balbuena, and Tre Beacham. These members
of our first graduating class are designing the parent
and student giving experience for our capital campaign.
You might find them knocking on your car window to
ask you a few questions so don't hesitate to share.

The Portfolio (cont).
Continued from page 1 > Furthermore, in the more
thoughtful portfolio assignments, students can reflect on
their work to engage in self-assessment and goal-setting.
Those are two of the most authentic skills students need to
develop to successfully manage in the real world.
Research by ASCD, founded in 1943 and formerly
known as the Association for Supervision and Curriculum
Development, has found that students in classes that
emphasize improvement, progress, effort, and the process of
learning rather than grades and normative performance are
more likely to use a variety of learning strategies and have a
more positive attitude toward learning. They mention that by
being test driven in education, the students are
shortchanged in the process of learning in favor of the
products of learning.
Students are not regularly asked to examine how
they succeeded or failed or improved on a task or to set goals
for future work; the final product and evaluation of it receives
the bulk of the attention in many classrooms. Consequently,
students are not developing the metacognitive skills that will
enable them to reflect upon and make adjustments in their
learning in school and beyond. Students benefit from an
awareness of the processes and strategies involved in
writing, solving a problem, researching a topic, analyzing
information, or describing their own observations.
Emma McDonald of Education World also says that
portfolios should be valued as an assessment tool, and
unlike separate tests, they supplement rather than take time
away from instruction. Moreover, many teachers, educators,
and researchers believe that portfolio assessments are more
effective than "old-style" tests for measuring academic skills
and informing instructional decisions. Should we throw away
all testing? NO! It’s only a fragment of the larger portfolio
picture.

4th Grade Passion Project
by Tara York, 4th Grade Teacher

The 4th graders this year are working to find their passion by helping others! We have challenged our
students to earn 1,000 volunteer hours before Forge On! Can you help us? Do you need help at
your business? Home? Church? If so, please contact Mrs. York at tyork@villagetechschools.org.
Our students love to serve and help others! We would love to extend our service to you!
Examples of the work that can be done by these students: yard work, trash pick up, file papers, staple
papers, organization, animal care, etc.
Be a part of helping our 4th grader
students exploration of and service toward
the world around them! And on top of
that, this is all while giving these students
the opportunity to discover what truly
inspires and fuels their passion! Thank
you 4th Grade Team!

CHARACTER | CHALLENGE | COMMUNITY
March 2017

Ink Blot
11 /

ENROLLMENT ENDS

February 11-March 11

9 / BOARD MEETING

13-17 /

6:30 PM

NO SCHOOL

SPRING BREAK

21 /

8TH GRADE MEETING

6:00 PM

College Spirit Day
Friday, March 3rd
Every first Friday of the month is College
Spirit Day at Village Tech! Encourage your
students to sport the gear of their favorite
College/University!

Student Led Tours
Thursdays & Fridays
Front Office: 469-454-4441
Online Sign-Up: HERE

You Are Village Tech
“School re-imagining education in Texas. A school
founded by teachers with a great mission. Community
focus and family feel. Education is full of experiences
and not just tests.” - Community Member
Staff members worked hard to build a school where kids
can thrive. This recent quote is the place where we want
Village Tech to be, and remain. You who are founders,
whether you are founding students, founding parents, or
founding staff, have continued to support the school and
its goals. You who have joined us since that big
beginning year, have seen something that was different
and it drew you to us. Everyone together continues to
propel this school to be innovative, creative, and
challenging for the students. Sure, there are traditional
tests where students have the potential to do great on,
but that is a small part of teaching the whole student. We

include leadership, responsibility, accountability, problem
solving, adaptability, communication, initiative and selfdirection, creativity, cross-cultural skills, teamwork among
a host of other measurements (Covey, 2017). Authors like
Peter Senge, Sir Ken Robinson, and Ron Berger continue
to challenge the nation to change the direction of
education in America…you are that change they are
talking about. The Design Thinking, Mastery-Based
Grading, Covey’s leadership principles with the Leader in
Me, and the Forge create that environment which people
dream of for their children. As we push forward with
Village Tech Schools, I encourage you to continue to be
involved, continue to demand the best, be brave with
change, enjoy the moments, laugh at times, and expect
great things. This is all possible! Walt Disney said, “If you
dream it….you can achieve it.”
- Robert Johansen, Assistant Superintendent

Village Tech offers student led tours to prospective
students, parents, business and community leaders,
and educational partners. Tours can be scheduled
online on our website for Thursdays at 3:00pm or
Fridays at 9:00am. Sign up online or call the front
office to schedule.

Annie Jr.
April 21 & 22
Village Tech School’s FIRST EVER theatrical
production! You will NOT want to miss this show!

April 21 @ 7:00pm
April 22 @ 2:00pm, 6:00pm
Where? Cedar Valley College
Tickets will go on sale March 20 - $10
Bring friends, family, loved ones, neighbors…you
will not want to miss this! We want a PACKED house
each and EVERY night!!!

2

Enrollment & Info Nights

Information Sessions: For the New & Interested Parents & Students

Meet teachers, students and administrators as you experience the Village Tech difference through our
Forge, a student MakerSpace and design studio. These informational sessions are your opportunity to
experience how our students put learning into action through design challenges, or projects, where they
apply their knowledge, design thinking, leadership, and 21st century skills into real-life problems that
partner with core educational curriculum.
INFORMATIONAL SESSIONS (6:30 PM in the Forge):
ECC (PreK-2nd) - Thursday, February 2nd
3rd-7th - Tuesday, February 28th
High School - Thursday, March 2nd

Class Picture Day

Big Tech - Tuesday, March 7
ECC - Thursday, March 9

Community Garden
Clean-Up

Saturday, March 4th
10:00am - 2:00pm
Zula B. Library (225 Cedar Street)
Bring: Garden gloves & tools!
If you have any questions, contact Mrs. Fox
at afox@villagetechschools.org.

HOW TO BE VT:
Step 1: Attend an Informational Session: bit.ly/RSVP-VT
Step 2: Schedule a Campus Tour: bit.ly/TourVT
Step 3: Apply between February 11 - March 11: bit.ly/ApplyVT

NIGHT with the ARTS

If you have any questions, please visit our website HERE or email enrollment@villagetechschools.org.
Returning Students: In order to remain enrolled for next year, you will need to
complete a Notice of Intent to Return form by March 11.

Friday, April 7th
7:00pm-9:00pm
Visual Expressions
Music - Sweet Bites - Arts

For more dates and information (including
updated athletic schedules) check the Main
Calendar on our website homepage.

MARCH
S
26

M
27

T

W

28

Chick-fil-A Spirit
Night (3rd)

1

T
2

6th Grade POL
Information
Session (3-7)

F
3

S
4

Information
Session (HS)

Community
Garden Library
Clean-Up (6th)

Open Enrollment
5

6

7

3-11 Picture Day
Parent Connect

8

Limo Ride for
Chocolate Sales

9

Board Meeting
ECC Picture Day

10

Student Led Conferences
Open Enrollment

12

13

14

15

16

International
Women's Day

11

17

18

Spring Break - No School

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

29

30

31
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8th-9th Grade
Parent Meeting

26

27

28

STAAR/EOC (various)

Literacy Night at the ECC

by Jennifer Powell, Kindergarten Teacher
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Our teachers at the Early Childhood Center embarked on
their first ever content night on February 21st. Literacy in
early childhood builds rapidly from Pre-K-2nd grade. What
this means, is that it is very important to invest in the
literacy of our younger students. Literacy night was an
opportunity for parents to see how a child’s literacy builds
each year. At the end of the night, parents and kids were
then able to take games and books home to continue to
develop their growing skills in literacy!
During our first content night, we had about 30 families
join us! We are so excited to see our Village of teachers,
parents and students actively working towards literacy
growth and fun! Way to go ECC!

Hooked On Forge!
Welcome to my favorite day so far to Forge with this
year’s group of 3th grade students! Arriving in the
Forge, our students were beyond excited to use their
knowledge and skills to begin to build for this year’s
third grade design challenge. Using one-inch tiles, our
students applied math to solve for the area and
perimeter of a large piece of wood for the bat houses
they are building. Taking accurate measurements and
finding the correct size of the wood, was an important
step for the students in the build process. After this, the
students stained the wood, traced a bat template onto
other pieces, cut no-skid padding with a box cutter,
measured and traced out portions of their bat houses,
and learned to use a pressurized staple gun.

by Lori DeMoss, 3rd Grade Math Teacher

house pieces ready for the kids and all the activities
organized so the kids moved along and were busy
working and building the entire time. Each student was
able to complete several different jobs, as well as learn
to use new tools
and skills in the
F o r g e .
Basically, each
student had
their first real
taste of the
Forge and they
loved it!

It was their first real experience in the Forge, and they
are HOOKED! Mr. Mensik did a great job having the bat

2016/2017

Travel Opportunities
International
Educational
Tours

Belize

Italy

March 2017
EFTours.com/1829837TT
Group Leader: Ms. Olmstead
Contact: bolmstead@villagetechschools.org

Summer 2017
Global Leadership Summit
Group Leader: Mrs. Mays
Contact smays@villagetechschools.org

Welcome to the Village
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Dallas ISD and School Retool

Last month, we were excited to welcome
Dallas ISD’s Personalized Learning leaders
on campus as they walked through the
deeper learning with Standford’s
d.school's School Retool program. While
on campus, the DISD educators and
professionals had the opportunity to take
student-led campus tours to experience
the Village in action, interact with students
and teachers in an open forum panel, and
hold an afternoon workshop in our Forge.

questions. It’s amazing to witness 4th
grade students answer the same
questions with deep consideration as
High School students and veteran
teachers. During the panel, a High School
Junior, expressed how at VT they have
learned sometimes you have to “face
your struggles to improve yourself.”

We love students, teachers and education!
Any day when we get to share our passion,
experiences, successes, and failures with
Watching our students and teachers lead a other educators is an awesome day at
panel together was such an amazing time Village Tech!
to remember why we are VT! Together
these individuals, of very difference ages
and experiences, sat professionally
bouncing thoughts and stories off one
another and thoughtfully answering

6th Grade - Green Project of the Year!
Congratulations to our incredible 6th Grade team and students on
being awarded as the Green Project of the Year! We are amazed by
our students' and teachers' passion and
dedication toward making our community a
better and more green place to live! Mark
your calendars for Saturday, March 4th to help
volunteer on their project and clean up the
community garden at our local library!
Thank you to the City of Cedar Hill, Cedar Hill
Chamber Of Commerce, and Waste
Management for this exciting honor.

PARENT CONNECT
On this Month’s Agenda:
• Action Team Meetings
• and More!

March 7th | 6:30pm | VT Cafeteria
Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month.
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Destination Imagination

Destination Imagination (DI) is a creative competition
that teaches students to be creative, curious and engaged
throughout learning and challenges. DI challenges can be
related to STEM (science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics), fine arts and service learning. In DI
tournaments, teams work together to showcase their

unique solutions they have thought up using diverse
approaches of applying 21st century skills and creativity.
We are so proud of our Village Tech DI teams!
You each put so much creativity, energy, and time into your
team challenges and we are so amazed by your confidence
and hard work! Our teams did an inspiring job at their

VT High School

by Schretta Stewart- Mays, HS Directors & Academic Advisor

Junior Internship - Juniors are gearing up for
their Junior level internships and future senior
odyssey. If you or someone you know has contacts
to assist with internship placement in any industry
please contact me to let Mrs. Stewart-Mays know
smays@villagetechschools.org. I am also looking
for parents from all grade levels to serve on the
internship council.
Odyssey - Sophomores and Juniors are currently
engaged in future career planning. They are
working to research and create a path that will
lead to their future careers. These students will be

working to apply real-time professional
experience to their high school research. If you
know of a Human Resource specialist who could
assist us with resume, tax prep, and any other
items related to career development please let
Mrs. Stewart-Mays know at
SMays@Villagetechschools.org.
See the group pictures below of our VTHS on
college campus tours all around Texas! Also, check
out our first class of Village Tech High School
students wearing their VT letterman jackets!!
#ourtime #ouryear

competition, VT team Disappearing Dreams placed in
2nd place and VT team Mystery Spies placed in 3rd!
That’s incredible! And that means for the second year in a
row, a VT DI team, Disappearing Dreams, will be advancing
to compete in the State competition! Way to go DI and the
amazing Ms. DeMoss! We are so proud of you all.

Force and Motion

by Leigh Ann Strange, 5th Grade Science Teacher

In preparation for our force and motion challenge, creative fifth grade innovators
participated in two challenges:
a. Climber on a string challenge: Using an organism drawn on an index card,
paperclips, straw and string, students designed a pulley system that would allow
them to pull the organism up higher and higher on the board using materials
given.
b. Balloon propulsion challenge: Using a balloon, string, straw, and tape,
students designed and compared a balloon propulsion system using a 1/2 cm
opening in an index card + a 1 cm opening that they measured, cut. They then
performed several trials with each type of opening to develop a conclusion to the
hypothesis by observations.
Question being
investigated: Does a
smaller nozzle (opening)
make the balloon
accelerate faster than a
larger nozzle (opening)?
Hypothesis: Students
thought the the smaller
nozzle would propel the
balloon faster.
Conclusion: Students
found that the larger the
nozzle, the further the
distance traveled.
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Ask a Professional

Career day at Village Tech looks a little different.
Rather than adults presenting to students and
students saving their questions until the end,
during our 8th Grade Career Day, the students
led the conversation with each professional by
asking questions and seeking advice. During this
experience, our students had the opportunity to
talk to professionals such as a nurse, pilot, radio
host, coach, sheriff and more. By taking on the
role as the leader of the conversations, students
were able to ask the questions they are most
curious about: what they like and don’t like about
their job, questions about college, what they can
be doing now to prepare, what would they go back

8th Grade Career Day

and do differently, among other questions. When
asked what they learned after their career day
conversations, a student replied, “A lot! We learned
a lot today!” Great job, 8th Grade!

Free CA$H for VT

#RAKWeek2017
Thank you to everyone who looked for ways
to spread kindness and sought out the
beauty around them. Our VT community
observed, received, and completed 2,796
random acts of kindness last week during
Kindness Week.

1.
2.
3.
4.

BUY your favorite Box Tops products.
CLIP Box Tops from each package.
SEND your Box Tops to school with your child.
YOUR SCHOOL GETS CASH to help buy the things it really needs.

Go to BTFE.COM/PRODUCTS for a complete list of Box Tops products.

Support Village Tech Schools as you shop on Amazon at smile.amazon.com.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Village Tech every
time you shop, at no cost to you.
How you support VT when shopping on Amazon?
Visit smile.amazon.com and select "Village Tech Schools" to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember your
selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will
result in a donation.

Seek First to Understand, then to be Understood
by Kristy Quinn, Director of Character & Culture/Counselor

The art of listening is essential for effective communication. Active listening
is the ability to listen and be present while someone is speaking and
actively trying to understand what the person is saying. Then ask
questions that clarify the intended message.
This is Habit 5, our kindergartners learn it as: Listen First, Talk Second. We
sometimes find it difficult to truly listen to someone when they speak, often
for very good reasons. Either we can relate and we want them to know we've
been through it too (sympathy), or we have a solution and we want to share
that (fixer) as well. Very seldom do we just listen with a response that
communicates, "I understand how you feel" (empathy).
Once we've listened, we have our opportunity to share our heart and mind.
We can be brave and speak with "I" messages and avoid making statements
that blame. And we hope the other person can gift us with real listening. This
takes us back to our circle of control (Be Proactive). We can only control how
we enter into communication with someone, we can not control how
someone responds to us.
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VT on the DT Map!

View Village Tech Schools on the IDEO and global d.school map for
Design Thinking Schools: www.designthinkinginschools.org.
"Learning is active and immersive. We incorporate design thinking as a
way for students to understand a problem and develop solutions. We
provide time and space for this through our Forge, a MakerSpace and
design studio, with areas for digital creation, artistic expression,
collaborative design and modern-day woodworking."

VTHS

New Building & Capital Campaign
by David Williams, CEO/Superintendent

Home of Tomorrow: The Duncanville Church of Christ
Inc. board of directors unanimously approved the sale
of the property at 402 W. Danieldale Rd. in Duncanville
to Village Tech. This is an incredible opportunity that
presented itself to VT in the last two months. We are still
on track to move in beginning August 2018 (a year and
a half from now). More updates to follow!

Capital Campaign: Meet the student members of our
capital campaign team: Isis Toldson, Eddie Ramos,
Alejandra Balbuena, and Tre Beacham. These members
of our first graduating class are designing the parent
and student giving experience for our capital campaign.
You might find them knocking on your car window to
ask you a few questions so don't hesitate to share.

by Schretta Stewart- Mays, HS
Directors & Academic Advisor

Presence Counts
This time of year is always a whirlwind for schools.
Attendance is paramount. It is important to note that
Texas law dictates that a student must be in attendance
90% of the time to receive course credit. This time
includes excused, unexcused, and tardies that lead to
absence. One major difference in 8th grade/High School
is that it is per class. This means that attendance is taken
every class period and not merely 1 time a day. So those
students who miss a class, arrive tardy to class, leave early,
or do anything that would have them signed out will
accrue absences related to this 90% rule and could be
faced with not getting credit for that class or classes.

8th Grade and High School Meetings SATURDAY Prep time - English II EOC Prep with Ms.
Wayshner 9AM-Noon
March 7, 2017 @ 6:00PM - Grades 9th-11th should
attend a Dual Credit Meeting to get information about
summer or future Fall enrollment.
March 7, 2017 @6:30PM - 11th Grade Senior Class Trip
Meeting
March 21 - 8th-9th Grade Parent Meeting
March 22-24 - Personal Graduation Plan Meetings for
8th grade students who will be attending Village Tech
High School 2017-2018. Mrs. Stewart-Mays sent out a
signup Genius email. One meeting per family/student.
March 28 - English I EOC
March 30 - English II EOC
April 11th - 10th Grade Parent Meeting

Empathy + Action = Compassion

by Kristy Quinn, Director of Character & Culture/Counselor

As humans we value and need others to
understand us. When people understand our
pain and our joy it connects us to other humans
at a deeper level. When we can take that
empathic response and turn it into action,
compassion is found.
Researchers like Richard Davidson are discovering
there is scientific evidence that compassion is
cultivated and developed in people similarly to that
of language acquisition. Just like full immersion
and exposure to language is needed in developing
any language, full exposure and immersion in a
community or group that is living compassionately
can change a culture as well as support human
health and thriving.
A full circle approach to develop compassion:

PRACTICE
Compassion circles can be done in a group form or
modified as a small group or individual concept.
The big idea is to find universal concepts that may
be bothering someone and identifying with others
to show the person is not alone in their thoughts or
experiences. For example, in a class activity,
students may be asked to group themselves by their
answers to certain questions such as, "Do you own a
pet?" or "What's your favorite color?". Then go to a
more empathic question of "Have you ever felt left
out or picked on?" Typically, most students have
experienced this, and for students who feel this way
to discover they aren't alone is powerful and builds
a level of empathy within the participating group or
students.

ACT
Do good work. As the 7 Habits teach us and help us
THINK
be more effective, we learn how to use our first 3
Well-being, Well Wishes visualization: Begin with habits to benefit our interactions and use the next 3
yourself, then a loved one, then friends, then habits. This ability to weave these habits together
classmates/co-workers, then the whole school/ allow us to do the most good for others and
company, then the country, finally the world. ourselves. This is interdependence. We can be
Visualize each person or group as you silently dependent, independent and also have a "we"
repeat these phrases, “May you be happy, may you mindset- interdependence.
be healthy, may you live with ease, may you be at
peace.”
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Design Thinking @ VT

by Elizabeth Podany, 3-7 Campus Director, Curriculum & Innovation Director

A Quick Glance at Upcoming Challenges:
Challenges: This year’s Forge On is in high production
mode!! Here is a sneak peek at some of the challenges
heading your way…
Sensory garden, career exploration challenge, the
creation of educational tools, mentoring minds,
construction solutions for the spread of disease, soap
box derby cars powered by imagination and science,
volunteerism fueled by passion and heart, growing
communities and produce, creating a career experience,
geocaching and recycling, conservation, shipping
containers, internships, and of course putting on the
largest production in Village Tech history - Forge On
2017! If you are at all interested in any of the
challenges mentioned above, contact Mrs. Podany at
epodany@villagetechschools.org and she will connect
you with the grade level who will eagerly and
enthusiastically accept you as a challenge champion
(volunteer).

What Exactly is “Design Thinking”?
Design: What is this thing called Design Thinking (DT)
that your child’s school uses to frame curriculum,
challenges, and thinking? You’ve hopefully heard the
DT “6 mindsets - Spark, Empathy, Define, Ideate, Create,
Fuse”. But what is Design Thinking actually? DT is the
natural, creative, innovative and solution-focused
process that problem-solvers do every day. It’s actionoriented, trouble-shooting, forward-thinking, failuresafe, mistake-friendly, iteration-heavy, hands-to-mindsto-skills and everything in between "thought
processing". DT is a set of mindsets that you engage in
to think through, create within, work inside, collaborate
through, design for, and explore a challenge from every
angle…it’s open-ended, yet constrained. It’s a relevant,
“real-world”, human-centered, challenge or problemcentric, solution-focused, metacognitive rich experience
that takes the learner not just to reflection, but beyond.
It’s a way of living. It’s a way of thinking. Design
Thinking is a way to approach absolutely anything and
everything.
Ask your students… What was your “Spark”? How did
you develop “Empathy” in your challenge or for your
challenge or with your user? What did you “Define” as
the main need or what were your how might we

statements? What did you “Ideate” or how did you
brainstorm solutions? How did you test your prototype
or how many iterations did it take to come up with a
solution to test? What did you “Create” for your
challenge? What tools did you use or how did you test
it? What doc are you using to capture your thoughts?
How are you documenting the process? What
certifications do you have in Forge? Have you created
anything new that’s never been invented before - how
do you come up with these ideas? What did people
think about your solution or creation or presentation what was the Feedback? What’s your Understanding of
what you need to do now? Have you tested your
Solution? How do you know it’s a success…how do you
measure success? What would you change or add or do
differently next time? How were you Evaluated? How do
you evaluate yourself? Your group? How did you all
grow together? How did the idea evolve or change or
grow or thrive? What are your thoughts? Now what?

Design thinking is a set of mindsets that
we use in a nonlinear, non-cyclical
approach to help engage, enrich, explore,
and unleash the minds of our learners.
Think of it like this: Disney’s Tinker Bell has a job. Tinker
Bell is a "tinkerer". She takes items from various other
working machines and repurposes them or uses them to
create a new product to solve problems for the other
fairies and her community at large. Her job is to
innovate, create, and explore possibilities. How about
Phineas and Ferb? Every adventure they open with
“what are we going to do today?” The show is about
exploring, inventing, and harnessing the power of
imagination and opportunities around us. Or what
about those little Minions, this is what they do best using gadgetry to solve problems and create solutions.
So the next time there is a problem around the house,
just tell the kids to solve it with Design Thinking! The
next time you use a product or encounter the "Norman
door" (google it) ask your students to examine the
design. Ask was it focused on the need, the human, the
solution? Did the innovation work?
OR go old school on them. Use the words of Robert
Matthew Van Winkle, “If there was a problem…[Design
Thinking] can solve it….” (Insert crickets chirping sound)
…well…he said something like that.

How I Tinker

by Laine Cooper, 6th grade Student

One day I was tinkering in Mrs. Fox's class and I decided
I was going to make a boat. I started thinking about how I
was going to make the motor stop spinning. I asked Mrs.Fox
how to attach a switch to the motor. She told me to go figure
it out. So I went to Youtube. There I found a video that told
me how to connect the switch to the motor. Now let me
explain how to put a switch on a motorized tinkering object.
• Get a 9v battery, a small two tong switch, a snap wire, a dc
motor, another piece wire, and a propeller.
• First, connect the motor to the snap wire.
• Then, connect the negative wire from the snap wire to one
terminal of the motor.
• Next, add another wire to the other terminal.
• Connect one wire to one side of the two prong switch.
• Then, connect the other wire to the other side of the
switch.
• Finally, connect the propeller to the dc motor
When I was finished it worked wonderfully! I was soon
using a plastic water bottle to make the boat float in water.
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9 / BOARD MEETING

20 /

6:30 PM
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WEATHER DAY

21 /
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6:30 PM

College Spirit Day
Friday, February 3
Every first Friday of the month is College
Spirit Day at Village Tech! Encourage your
students to sport the gear of their favorite
College/University!

Student Led Tours
Thursdays & Fridays

LET’S ALL SMILE

As we start a new semester please
do not forget the basics of VT. These basics
consist of the things we do everyday that
we may not even need to think about as
we sometimes do them. At the start and
end of the day, please be nice, polite and
kind to those driving ahead and behind
you. Drop-off and pick-up students at the
appropriate times, not early or late, and
keep the speed of your car to the
minimum (30 mph or lower on the streets)
for student safety. Students have a full day
of classes so please keep appointments to
the minimums during school hours. Picking
students up early to avoid lines is not
acceptable, find a time when there are few
cars in line and pick up at that time.

Always communicate issues, concerns and
questions to your teachers first. This is the
best first person of contact, because they
are closest to your student throughout the
day and will have better answers. Check-in
during the day requires an ID. Please bring
it every time you visit a campus.
The list could go on for pages. The
most significant thing I look for around
campus are for kids smiling. I know
instructional times can get intense but I like
to see kids having moments of fun. I look
forward to your smile also. I always wish
you the best in all that you do and hope
smiling is a part of your day! :)
- Robert Johansen, Assistant Superintendent

Village Tech offers student led tours to prospective
students, parents, business and community leaders,
and educational partners. Tours can be scheduled
online on our website for Thursdays at 3:00pm or
Fridays at 9:00am. Sign up online or call the front
office to schedule.
Front Office: 469-454-4441
Online Sign-Up: HERE
"These are the exact kinds of kids we wanted in our
colleges. I want Isis to be at the best possible school
she can get into. She is that good. If you need college
guidance help, let's have that conversation. I have
visited high schools all over the country and I have
never seen a school like this. I am going to call the
Deans of Admission of the schools I used to work
with . . . I am going to call the Dean of Admissions at
Colgate and tell him, he has to come visit this school. I
am going to tell him, the next time he is in Dallas,
sure, there are all these recognized public and private
schools in Dallas, but there is this small school just
south of downtown that is doing something really
special." - Former Ivy League Admissions Officer after
Student Led Tour
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Enrollment & Info Nights

Information Sessions: For the New & Interested

Meet teachers, students and administrators as you experience the Village Tech difference through our
Forge, a student MakerSpace and design studio. These informational sessions are your opportunity to
experience how our students put learning into action through design challenges, or projects, where they
apply their knowledge, design thinking, leadership, and 21st century skills into real-life problems that
partner with core educational curriculum.
INFORMATIONAL SESSIONS (6:30 PM in the Forge):
ECC (PreK-2nd) - Thursday, February 2nd
3rd-7th - Tuesday, February 28th
High School - Thursday, March 2nd

Class Picture Day
Big Tech - Tuesday, March 7
ECC - Thursday, March 9

Cutie’s Dance
Pre-K - 5th Grade
Friday, February 10
6:30 - 8:30 PM
VT Forge

HOW TO BE VT:
Step 1: RSVP & Attend an Informational Session: bit.ly/RSVP-VT
Step 2: Schedule a Campus Tour: bit.ly/TourVT
Step 3: Apply between February 11 - March 11: bit.ly/ApplyVT
If you have any questions, please visit our website HERE or email enrollment@villagetechschools.org.
Returning Students: In order to remain enrolled for next year, you will soon need to complete a Notice of
Intent to Return form. More information will be coming soon!
For more dates and information (including
updated athletic schedules) check the Main
Calendar on our website homepage.
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1 of 7, 7 of a Village
I am the oldest of seven. This statement leaves most
people stunned. I mean, we’re not the Duggar’s
(though I’ve been told they were my parents’
inspiration), but we’re a big family nonetheless.
Most of the time my siblings and I have all gone to
different schools, but at Village Tech we can attend
school together, from the soon-to-be kindergartener
to the Junior in high school, me. Allowing my family
to go to school together has definitely lessened the
frustration my parents feel when having to take
multiple kids to school. It’s also been a positive
experience for my sisters and I as well.
Year one at Village Tech, there were fewer kids so all
of my siblings were on the same campus.
Sometimes, I’d see them while switching classes,
the older ones and I would tease each other, but the
younger kids were just excited to see me. Even now
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by Isis Toldson, VT Student News Crew

that the school is bigger and we’ve had to split it
into two campuses to fit all the students, I still get to
work with the younger kids. Even now, I am working
on a project with my younger sister’s grade level. In
this project, she and I get to interact often, but this
doesn’t only apply to my siblings and me.

“At Village Tech, there is a lot of
interaction across the grades
from the youngest to the oldest
students"
At Village Tech, there is a lot of interaction across the
grades from the youngest to the oldest students, so
it’s not uncommon for the younger kids to know
older kids and vice versa. I think it builds a sense of
community that separates this school from other
schools. In most schools the older kids don’t often

talk to the younger kids, especially not kids outside
of high school; it’s just not the norm. Here though,
it’s expected. That doesn’t mean we’re forced to
interact, just encouraged and given opportunity.
Through Leagues and Crews, a time when kids from
all grades get to interact with each other, we learn
about community and how it is fostered and grown.
From there it is our job to apply what we’ve learned
and try to build lasting relationships across genders,
ethnicities, ages, and grade levels. I have seen this
practically play out with my sisters and I. We still
argue with each other; that’s inevitable, but I also
notice that we try harder to understand each other
too, even when it’s hard. I won’t say it’s all because
of this school and what we’re learning; I know a lot
of it is because we’re growing; but I do think that
Village Tech has helped.

New Year, New Tools, New Achievements!

by Kristy Quinn, Director of Culture & Character Development and Counseling Services

Game On! This past month, our students spent Crew time
learning the elements of self-management and responsible
decision-making, two major themes with two different methods of
achieving and assessing growth.

failures. For anyone working with or living with teenagers, this is a
fantastic tool I learned directly from speaking to Dr. Charles Fay,
the creator of Love and Logic.
The 4R JigSaw!

First, we practiced goal setting. As a Leader in Me school practicing
habits of effectiveness, we teach the process of thinking through
goals and action steps to achieving success. This month our
teachers and staff learned more in depth about how to scoreboard
goals individually and as a class. We call it: X to Y by When!
In this method, we determine where we are, where we want to be,
and when we want to accomplish this goal. In conjunction with
this visual score board, we also track the practical action steps we
will take toward achievement. The process of scoreboarding
creates a visual game-like approach that motivates and
encourages our efforts toward success.
The second method of self-management is one I've experienced a
lot of personal success. Many students love the independence and
sense of control they have to determine their successes and

Resilient - You are able to maintain your personal sense of self
and not blend/become others around you.
Responsible - You are able to handle your in class work, group
work for challenges, turn things in on time, no late work/
reminders, etc… At home - take care of chores without reminders,
etc…
Respectful - You are mostly enjoyable to be around, smiles, eye
contact, communicate as needed (doesn’t mean you can’t have a
bad moment, but it’s temporary).
Resourceful - You are able to contribute to home/class in some
way- through a job/chore, helpful, anticipate needs of the class as
a whole, etc…

realize the benefits of being trusted and with more freedoms than
someone who can’t handle these 4 R's or monitor themselves.
This is a tool that can be used when things seem tough or they are
frustrated with feeling restricted by too many rules. This is their
circle of control!
Let's look at an example and the magic of this JigSaw tool.
Responsibility: I have 3 chores to do at home. I will evaluate
myself by thinking, “On a scale of 1 to 10. Ten being "perfect" at
my chores, I remember to do my chores without being asked, I do
all 3 chores, and I don't forget. One being "not good,” I forget, I
need to be reminded more than once, and I don't do them all. My
self-evaluation being responsible - “I am at a 7 because I
remember every day, but sometimes I forget one of them, and
sometimes I don't do all of the chore.” As the adult, we also
evaluate the child based on the same scale. I find, we are usually
harder on ourselves than others are. So, this is a great
communication tool for teacher/student or parent/child.

These 4 R’s are the key to freedom and independence. When
students learn these and evaluate themselves, then they will

2016/2017

Travel Opportunities
International
Educational
Tours

Belize

Italy

March 2017
EFTours.com/1829837TT
Group Leader: Ms. Olmstead
Contact: bolmstead@villagetechschools.org

Summer 2017
Global Leadership Summit
Group Leader: Mrs. Mays
Contact smays@villagetechschools.org

Mentoring Minds
Wow, Third grade! The 3rd Grade "mentoring minds" POL left parents,
residents, and kids changed by the love and the gift of time. As Mrs.
Podany will tell you, “you should have a friend that's 8 and one
that's 80....or in the case of Ms. Lola, 103.” At the POL, 3rd grade
students presented their “mentor" or buddy to their parents and guests.
They then proceeded to present their buddy with a a gift, an art collage
piece created by the students and representing different parts of their
lives and their stories that they students learned about during their time
spent together. There were lots of smiles and hugs on this night of
highlighting the beauty in community and kindness!
During this school year, our 3rd Grade classes have been taking field
trips to Mountain Creek Village, a retirement community. On their first
visit, students were paired up
with a buddy, one of the
community residents, to spend
time, meals and conversations
with. In these trips our students
were able to hear stories, learn
about an individual’s life and build
a connection with someone of a
different generation and history.
This opportunity gave our students
a real life experience to build
empathy and make real friendships
with their buddy! Projects like this

3rd Grade Presentation of Learning

make the world feel a little smaller and a whole lot sweeter!
At the POL you would meet Jake's friend Mrs. Nancy and Abby's friend
Ms. Lola and Alyssa's friend Ms. Sue, who in fact worked for NASA. These
students “mentors” truly became their friends through this experience!
Highlight Moments:

- One of the seniors gracing us with some hymns on the piano. Several

-

families and children sat with her, sang with her, and just talked to
her. She told us she was tired and should go to bed, but was afraid
she would miss something if she went to bed.
One father of a student discovered that his father served as a fire
fighter with the husband of his daughter's senior "buddy".
Several tears at being given the art piece from the children.
Several students requested their parents bring them back for more
visits because they didn't want this to be the last time they see their
"buddy".
Many children were given cards and little gifts from their buddies.
Many children brought extra little gifts for their buddy.
The Activities Director, Rene Beauchamp, told me that the residents
had so much fun and enjoyed this so much that they would welcome
more projects like this with the children in the future. I'm think this is
the beginning of a long lasting relationship.

Thank you residents of Mountain Creek Village and Third Grade for such
an inspiring POL, it was truly a night to remember!

6th Grade Robotics Team
Congratulations to the Village Tech 6th Grade Robotics team
on 2nd place in Region!! These amazing students are now on
their way to the state competition! Your Village is so proud of
your for your innovation, professionalism, and teamwork!
6th Grade Team:
Marc Arista
Rylan Edwards
Aiden Monaghan
We are also proud of our 8th Grade students who offered their
time and talents to help mentor our 6th Grade team! Watching
our Village come together across grade levels and encourage
creativity and learning is an inspiring thing to witness!

PARENT CONNECT
On this Month’s Agenda:
• Action Team Meetings
• and More!

February 14th | 6:30pm | VT Cafeteria
Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month.*
*November is an exception.
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NASA Future City Competition

Congratulations to the Village Tech NASA team for all their impressive work and creativity
that led them to the Regional Future City Competition this year! Three months of planning,
creating essays, drafting PowerPoint presentations, and building models brought them to this
exciting day hosted at the University of Texas at Arlington Engineering Department. All cities
created by students are based on solid science, math, technical, and engineering precision.
The research, teamwork and passion of these VT students was incredible!
The competition was intense this year and even with most of our participants competing for
the first year, one of our junior teams, Diamond City, won "Best Model!" Thank you again for
all the support shown for our teams, they learned so much and hope to come back stronger
next year! Also remember, Tuesday, January 31st is NASA Night at Chili’s in Cedar Hill,
4:00-10:00 PM. See you there!

VT High School

by Schretta Stewart- Mays, HS Directors & Academic Advisor

Call to our Village Community: Village
Tech High School needs you! We all know
that high school is an epic time for
independence and exploration, but did you
know that it is also the time for guidance
and mentorship? We are in the midst of
preparing our 11th graders for internships.
We need capable, passionate individuals
to participate by serving on our
Internship Council. The Internship Council
will serve as a larger network to identify and
capture internship companies for our
students as well as sponsorship for things
associated with student internships. If you
know how to make connections and are
willing to make this type of investment in
the life of a child, please email me at
smays@villagetechschools.org.
Village Tech is known for accomplishing the
impossible. Every day I am amazed at the
work ethic of our teachers and students.
There are so many moving parts to VTHS!
Our Dual Credit students are performing
well taking classes at Cedar Valley, student
leaders are actively presenting challenge

solutions for community partners, Ms.
Barbaro and Caleb Cochran, a Village Tech
10th grader, will present at the Leader in Me
Conference, Mr. Cahill held our first Focus on
Physics Day with students on a Saturday, Mr.
Basinger and our chess team competed in
the Texas Charter Chess tournament, Ms.
Wayshner has been leading a group of
students passionate about film making and
hosted our second annual Poetry Slam, and
Coach Spencer and his coaches have been
leading our athletics teams to victory.
This is just a small snippet of the many
things happening at Village Tech High
School. We have many other actives coming
up so we hope that you will join us!
We held our Village Tech High School
interest meeting in January. If you know of a
high school student who will be in grades
9-11 during the 2017-2018 school year
please share Village Tech High School with
them. We will be hosting another
informational meeting this month. The date
will be March 2nd.

City Entry - 2017 Participants:
New Barcelona
Kendrick S., Micah V., Breanna S.
Hover City (Jr)
Dutch K., Jaiden B., Isaiah V.
Diamond City (Jr)
Imani C., Kristen., Story W.
Won “Best Model”
Teacher: Mrs. Calvin

A Dicey Stem and Leaf Plot
by Hawkins 2.0, 6th Grade Math Teacher

Stem and Leaf Plots can get a bit dicey but 6th grade doesn’t let
that stop them! Roll, Roll, PLOT!
6th grade Math is full of numbers and sometimes they get a little
dicey. Recently during math class, the students reviewed Stem and
Leaf Plots before a quiz by
leaving it up to fate. The
students rolled 2 dice and
they got to decide what
number they wanted to
create out of them. After
20 roles, they had to
figure out how to plot
their numbers and beat
the clock. This was a great
activity that not only got
the students engaged,
but let them take control
of their results and their
learning. Way to go 6th
grade!
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Live Abundantly, the 4th Habit!

by Kristy Quinn, Director of Culture & Character Development and Counseling Services

I once read “comparison is the thief of joy.” When humans compare their
minds and bodies to those next to them or to those in the media we are
creating a sense of competition. And when it comes to competition, there is
always a winner and there is always a loser. So the game we often play with
ourselves either makes us better than or worse than. This often establishes a
cycle of self-doubt, negative self-talk, or hate. This is a mindset of scarcity. This
mindset effects our ability to create. Our creativity is an extension of thought.
Think lack, you get lack.
Fortunately, there is an alternative. Think abundance, create abundance!
A regular practice and attention to gratitude, abundance, and appreciation for
our experiences and other people creates its own reality. Abundance for me.
Abundance for you. Our creativity is our way of loving ourselves. Once we can

Free CA$H for VT

see our own gifts and abundance we can freely recognize it in others. Our
compassion is how we love others. In this state of abundance we operate from
a win-win mindset.
Habit 4, Think Win-Win, is a habit of effectiveness because its purpose is to
apply it when we have opposing views or a gap between reaching an
agreement. When we approach a situation as willing and giving, we can go
further together. We are also comfortable walking away from a situation which
isn't of mutual benefit to both parties. This gives respect to yourself and to the
person you are interacting. When we feel lack or scarcity we will continually
feel as though we need take and take some more. When we desire to give
instead of get, our core belief is that we have so much abundance we can
afford to give it away. Thinking Win-Win is living creatively.

VWR Donation

THANK YOU!

A huge thank you to VWR
International and their suppliers
for the generous donations to
our science team and the
students at Village Tech Schools!
We appreciate your love for
students and science!

1.
2.
3.
4.

BUY your favorite Box Tops products.
CLIP Box Tops from each package.
SEND your Box Tops to school with your child.
YOUR SCHOOL GETS CASH to help buy the things it really needs.

Go to BTFE.COM/PRODUCTS for a complete list of Box Tops products.

Donors: Corning Incorporated, Boekel
Scientific Horizon, Scientific, Inc.,
Labcon, New Pig, Simport Scientific,
Thermo Fisher Scientific, and Troemner

Soccer Tryouts
Soccer try-outs were a BOOMING success! Make sure to stay updated, you
will want to follow this journey and come out and support VT Soccer!
Teams:
VT Middle School: Boys and Girl.
VT High School: Boys and Girls

Support Village Tech Schools as you shop on Amazon at smile.amazon.com.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Village Tech every
time you shop, at no cost to you.
How you support VT when shopping on Amazon?
Visit smile.amazon.com and select "Village Tech Schools" to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember your
selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will
result in a donation.
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UPScheck

Steps to solving a math word problem:
UPScheck
A total of $530 was won by three students at
the local science fair. John won $152. Sally
won $168. Bob won the rest. Place the names
in order from greatest amount of money to
the least.
U - UNDERSTAND the problem:
• Tell the story with no numbers: A bunch of
money was won by three students. We
know how much was won by John and
Sally, but we don’t know how much Bob
won.
• Try telling the story with smaller numbers:
A total of $10 was won by three students at
the local science fair. John won $3. Sally
won $4. How much did Bob win?
• Determine which number is the whole, and
which are the parts ($530 is the whole,

Lori DeMoss

John’s winnings/$152 and Sally’s
winnings/$168 are the known parts, Bob’s
winnings is the unknown part.)
P - Make a PLAN to solve it:
• Make a Part + Part = Whole or Whole - Part
= Part model: John + Sally + Bob = $530
• Draw a picture, chart, an array, tally marks,
place value chart, fact family, etc.
S - SOLVE the math
• $530 - $320 = $210
• John = $152, Sally = $168, Bob = $210
• Therefore Bob, Sally, John is the correct
order
Check Your Work
• Use the opposite operation to check your
math.
• Is this reasonable?
• Did you answer the question or follow the
directions? (the above problem did not
want the answer, they wanted the names in
order from greatest $$$ to least)

Physical Focus Day

by Stephen Cahill,
HS Teacher

School might be the last thing that some students would like to think about on a
Saturday morning. Despite this, on January 21st, a dozen students gathered
together in Mr. Cahill's classroom for tutoring on concepts from the earlier in the
year. There was no grade on the line, just students seeking knowledge. Mr. Cahill
brought in four other physics experts with various physics-related backgrounds to
serve as tutors. For two hours, students worked through topics which were rusty
and unpolished, solved through worksheets, worked on problems at the
whiteboards, and have opportunity to ask questions. At the end of the morning,
the students all agreed that it was a helpful and enjoyable time. "I think
everything was well done," one student said. Several students commented on
how they appreciated the snacks, and the vast majority of students said that they
would most definitely sign up to do it all over again.

Poetry Slam

Village Tech High School

Poetry is a form of writing that helps to build community and
understanding; it allows you to interact or relate to individuals by
learning how they think or the experiences they have been through.
Our 9th grade students have been learning about poetry and
writing their own poems during English. Recently, we hosted our
second annual 9th grade poetry slam. Seven students interpreted
their own poems in front of an audience of 8th Graders. Their
poems, full of authenticity and insight, silenced the Forge as each
student confidently and poetically read their thoughts to others.
Topics such as family, feeling rejected and the meaning of holidays
were discussed with maturity and depth. Way to go 9th Graders! We
are so proud of your confidence and willingness to be brave and
share your poems!

MS Basketball

Village Tech High School

Three cheers for our awesome basketball season! Our Middle
School boys basketball team played in the Regional Semi-Finals
and our High School boys basketball team played their season
with passion and teamwork! We our so proud of our teams and
their hard work and love for the game! See you next year, Village
Tech basketball fans!
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VT in on the DT map!

View Village Tech Schools on the IDEO and global d.school map for
Design Thinking Schools: www.designthinkinginschools.org.
"Learning is active and immersive. We incorporate design thinking as a
way for students to understand a problem and develop solutions. We
provide time and space for this through our Forge, a MakerSpace and
design studio, with areas for digital creation, artistic expression,
collaborative design and modern-day woodworking."

College Action Plans
Parents: Find out how you can help
your child prepare for college,
explore majors and careers, pay for
college, and more with our easy to
follow action plans by the College
Board.
Action Plans:
Middle School
9th Grade
10th Grade
11th Grade
12th Grade
Paying for College: College can be
affordable. Many students use
financial aid and other resources to
cover college costs. Learn more
about financial aid, scholarships,
saving for college, and other ways to
make sure college isn’t a financial
burden to you and your child.
Financial Aid Checklist
FASFA Information

Charter School Conference
by David Williams, CEO/Superintendent

"The BB&T Charter School Conference
included many of the most significant
institutional investors in the country.
David seized the moment to explain
what makes Village Tech special.
Personal networking added a
dimension that can't be replicated
elsewhere." - Drew Masterson, Hilltop
Securities, VT Financial Advisor
Village Tech was one of eight charter
clients invited to present at the
investors' symposium hosted by BB&T
in Miami, Florida. Thanks to sound
financial practices and a compelling
mission and story, VT is positioned for
a bond to finance the first phase of
our future facility. The conference was
an opportunity to highlight our work
to investors and build relationships

within the capital markets
community. Multiple audience
members stated our presentation was
excellent and that VT sounded like a
dynamic organization. A special thank
you to Isis, Preston, and Miguel for
sharing their stories for the
presentation. When asked what they
would want Mr. Williams to tell
potential investors, Isis (11th) said
they would be "investing in so many
kids who have finally reached a place
where they can dream." Preston
(11th) said VT is an "uproar" that can
"change our community" and Miguel
(5th) said, "most schools don't have
this many happy kids. When you
c o m e h e re , a l l y o u s e e i s
friendship."

Preston (11th)

Isis (11th)

Miguel (5th)

Early Childhood Center

by Brandi Olmstead, Director of PreK-2nd

Pre-K is exploring with our five senses! We are
enjoying investigating the world around us as we learn
how to describe what we experience! We are also
learning about Chinese New Year! The class wanted to
mark our calendar so that we wouldn't miss leaning
about it when we saw pictures of it at the beginning of
2017. We've made connections to celebrations that we
do in our own families that are similar to Chinese New
Year, and we're making connections to other
celebrations that we leaned about during our Holidays
Around the World traveling in December!
To prepare for our Forge On challenge at the end of the
year, Kindergarten visited the Texas Discovery Garden.
During the trip, students observed gardens and
butterflies. Then they were able to plant real seeds to
be included in our challenge. Now our students are
excited for the 100th Day of School on Friday! We will
be doing various fun activities to celebrate being 100
days smarter.
In First grade we
are learning about
becoming better
writers with
understanding
parts of speech and
the structure of a
good sentence.
Knowing and
understanding that

Kindergarten Field Trip

stories have a beginning, middle, and end. In math we
are beginning our money unit. What the value of
money is, what makes what, how money can be spent
or saved, earned as an income, and how to learn to use
it with wants and needs. Social studies we are in the
process of learning about timelines and calendars and
historical figures. How they have helped impact our
world today. We will have a POL coming up soon in the
next few weeks that go with our penny timelines and
we have teamed up with 8th graders for our challenge.
Our goal is for this next semester to make our first
graders ready for second graders.
Second grade has been working in their interview
skills in Forge. They'll learning how to interview as part
of their Presentation of Leaning. Our students are also
working on how to help others and build empathy. It’s
amazing to watch them develop professional skills and
care for individuals around them.

1st Grade Writing Journal
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College Spirit Day
Friday, January 6
Every first Friday of the month is College
Spirit Day at Village Tech! Encourage your
students to sport the gear of their favorite
College/University!

Student Led Tours
Thursdays & Fridays

Welcome to Winter
We are one week into the
new semester and now it feels like
winter. I miss those days when I lived
up north and was treated to an
ample supply of fun on the ice and in
the snow. Here in Texas the cold
winters are so scarce whereas the
summer fun seems to last 10 to 11
months. (I can hear many of you
cheering for the summer months
already.) While the cold, short as it
may be, can seem to freeze us in
place, this is the time to continue to
strive toward progress and growth.

As a Village of students,
teachers, parents and community
members, I challenge us all to face
the new year with goals and
persistent action for success. In the
warmth of the soon to come
summer, may we look back and smile
at all we achieved in the cold of the
winter. I am proud to weather the
cold and Texas snow with this Village
of individuals. Keep moving forward
and make 2017 a year of victories.
- Robert Johansen, Assistant Superintendent

Village Tech offers student led tours to prospective
students, parents, business and community leaders,
and educational partners. Tours can be scheduled
online on our website for Thursdays at 3:00pm or
Fridays at 9:00am. Sign up online or call the front
office to schedule.
Front Office: 469-454-4441
Online Sign-Up: HERE

"These are the exact kinds of kids
we wanted in our colleges. I want Isis to
be at the best possible school she can get into. She is
that good. If you need college guidance help, let's
have that conversation. I have visited high schools all
over the country and I have never seen a school like
this. I am going to call the Deans of Admission of the
schools I used to work with . . . I am going to call the
Dean of Admissions at Colgate and tell him, he has to
come visit this school. I am going to tell him, the next
time he is in Dallas, sure, there are all these
recognized public and private schools in Dallas, but
there is this small school just south of downtown that
is doing something really special." - Former Ivy
League Admissions Officer after Student Led Tour

2

VT Information Sessions
For New & Interested Parents & Students

Meet teachers, students and administrators as you experience the Village Tech difference through our
Forge, a student MakerSpace and design studio. These informational sessions are your opportunity to
experience how our students put learning into action through design challenges, or projects, where they
apply their knowledge, design thinking, leadership, and 21st century skills into real-life problems that
partner with core educational curriculum.
INFORMATIONAL SESSIONS (6:30 PM in the Forge):
High School - Thursday, January 19th
ECC (PreK-2nd) - Thursday, February 2nd
3rd-7th - Tuesday, February 28th

Parent’s Night Out
Friday, January 13th
Faith Bible Church (1437 W Pleasant Run Rd)
2nd-5th: 6:00-8:30 PM
6th-8th: 8:30-11:00 PM

If you have any questions please contact Mr. Arista at
aarista@villagetechschools.org.

Softball Tryouts

*If you are unable to attend the session for the grade level of your student or if you have students of multiple grades,
please RSVP and attend the session that best fits your schedule and interests. Information and questions across all
grade levels will be addressed.

HOW TO BE VT:
Step 1: RSVP & Attend an Informational Session: bit.ly/RSVP-VT
Step 2: Schedule a Campus Tour: bit.ly/TourVT
Step 3: Apply between February 11 - March 11: bit.ly/ApplyVT

January 16 & 17
Location and times to follow.
If you have any questions please contact Coach
Rocker at srocker@villagetechschools.org.

Students must have a physical completed and
turned into the school before being allowed to
tryout. If you need a physical form see Coach
Spencer or print the online Physical Form.
For more dates and information (including
updated athletic schedules) check the Main
Calendar on our website homepage.
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School by the Schooled
If you ask most of the American population
under 18 about school, you'll find it is among their least
favorite places and topics. For some, it's just really boring.
For others, it's not just boring, but also a waste of time.
During most of my schooling, both of these thoughts were
true for me. I'd go to school and silently sit at my desk, my
only company a worksheet and an array of pencils, each with
a horrible eraser. There was no individuality, no movement,
and ironically very little real learning happening. Our only
learning consisted of how to memorize and regurgitate
random facts and figures. With the exception of a few
classes taught by some of the best teachers I've ever had, I
absolutely hated school. For me, school seemed to be a
seriously unnatural routine that I was required to do.
As a current high school student, I don't believe
that humans were meant to learn only from textbooks and
standardized tests. Yet our country and many others seem to
think this standardized system is the best and only way to
educate the population.
One of the biggest problems is how teachers are
taught. Many teachers get into the profession because they

by Isis Toldson, VT Student News Crew
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have a love and passion for education. Still, “educating” and
together. More than anything we are taught to “fail fast and
“teaching” seem to hold very different meanings. “Teaching”
fail often” because failure isn't a bad thing, only the “first
now seems to mean learning how to discourage creativity
attempt at learning”.
and individuality all while encouraging
sameness and always getting the right I began to get excited about school and
answer. You must never fail at anything, if
my education. We learn by doing and are
you do you are immediately labeled “stupid”
n o t o n l y b y o t h e r s t u d e n t s , b u t encouraged to work together. More than
unfortunately, sometimes by teachers. I anything we are taught to “fail fast and fail
didn't realize this fact until moving to Village
often” because failure isn't a bad thing,
Tech where teachers are daily encouraged to
fight for the individual regardless of what only the “first attempt at learning”.
grade they got on the history test. Everyone
Still, as hard as we may try to change the way
is seen as having equal potential, not always in the same
students
and
teachers alike are taught, we all know “Rome
subject area or skills, but equal with their own unique
wasn't
built
in
a day." There are still things that I dislike
potential. This was new to me, and over time I've come to
about
school,
but
now there are many more things I love
realize that some teachers can only teach how they are
about
it
too!
I
firmly
believe that if the progress that Village
taught to teach.
Tech
is
making
in
public
education was furthered by other
Moving to Village Tech was really a game
schools
around
the
country
and the world, school wouldn't
changer for me. I began to get excited about school and my
be
so
taboo,
but
instead
something
we can all love.
education. We learn by doing and are encouraged to work

Tired of Putting out Fires?

by Kristy Quinn, Director of Culture & Character
Development and Counseling Services

Tired of Putting out Fires? Running late every day? No
quality time for family?
Many of us work in fields where we know what it feels
like to have someone rush in and demand our time
when they may have failed to plan ahead or prepare for
their own responsibilities. This also sounds a lot like
parenting! It's probably safe to say we all experience
moments when we've been in an urgent or emergency
state requiring assistance and times we needed to help
someone else in urgency or emergency. However, over
time this can be exhausting to live in too long or too
often and may cause resentful feelings if it is a
recurring state of being.
This is where Covey teaches us the Habit of Putting
First things First. This paradigm (lens) can replace our
common paradigm: I spend time on what's urgent
with our Highly Effective Paradigm: I spend time on
what's MOST important.

Covey gives us a fantastic tool to use for identifying the
most effective ways to spend our time. We call it "living
above the line". If you'll notice the quadrants in the
diagram, it shows the top two boxes (Q1 and Q2) being
ideals places to operate from. The bottom two boxes
(Q3 and Q4) should be minimal or avoided.
Here's a self-check for you:
Which quadrant am I in right now?
Why am I here?
How long have I been here?
What are the consequences staying here?
When it comes our to our students, the kindergartners
on up can tell you this habit means: Work first, then
play! That's it in its simplest terms. However, you can
see how creating a life above the line can be life
changing for many adults!

2016/2017

Travel Opportunities
International
Educational
Tours

Belize

Italy

March 2017
EFTours.com/1829837TT
Group Leader: Ms. Olmstead
Contact: bolmstead@villagetechschools.org

Summer 2017
Global Leadership Summit
Group Leader: Mrs. Quinn
Contact kquinn@villagetechschools.org

Holiday in the Village: HOLIDAY CARTOONS

As a loved tradition, the last day before Winter Break is Holiday
in the Village at VT. This year’s theme: Holiday Cartoons. To
celebrate, both campuses are transformed into Holiday
wonderlands with lights, trees, food, music and activities!
Holiday in the Village is a day focused on celebrating our
Village community and being together as one family.

performances by our Chorus Ink, cupcake decorating, photo
booth pictures, arts and crafts, quad decorating, and more!
Holiday in the Village was a successful end to 2016 as a Village
community!

If you were to have walked into Ms. Barbaro’s 9th grade Biology
class you would have found students learning the biology of
polymers by creating “snow.” And in Mrs. Fox’s 6th grade class,
students were designing and building with tinker toys and
electronics—taking apart and putting together pieces to build
structures as teams. At the ECC students spend time crafting
and writing letters of kindness and appreciation to give to
adults in their live and taking pictures with Santa and Mrs. Claus.
During Holiday in the Village, grade levels share meals together
and take part in activities that incorporate learning, fun and
working together. The Village was packed with activities to
celebrate the season and bring students together including

PARENT CONNECT
On this Month’s Agenda:
• Action Team Meetings
• and More!

4

January 10th | 6:30pm | VT Cafeteria
Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month.*
*November is an exception.
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VT at the City Council Meeting
During the December City Council meeting, a team of 11th graders presented their
design process and iterations of art sculptures which have been created through a
partnership with our local city government. Through collaboration, our students strived to
understand who Cedar Hill is and how to represent their home through communitycentered art. Three different designs were presented at the meeting, each with a mature
understanding of their home and the individuals that make up our city. To further
expound on their work, three 4th grade students also presented on the Design Thinking
mindsets and how we incorporate this method of thinking into everything we do at
Village Tech, including design challenges such as this 11th Grade art project.
Our Cedar Hill City Council members were impressed by our students design,
professionalism and passion in their work. As these students presented to our City Council
in a space with standing room only, their confidence and love for their learning and work
was clearly evident.
Village Tech’s second presentation of the night was for re-approval for our current
temporary buildings on our campuses. All temporary buildings for our current locations
were unanimously approved for this school year and next. This is a great success for the
Village!
We would like to give a huge thank you to our families and staff who came out to the
December City Council meeting to support our 11th grade students as they presented on
a art project in partnership with the City of Cedar Hill. This night was really special for our
community!

Construction Update
by David Williams, CEO/Superintendent

Thank you to our families who came
out to the Cedar Hill Government Center
to watch our 11th grade students present
on a joint art project with the city. I am so
proud of students and staff and grateful to
our families. The Village is a special
community and it's good to see us
together. City Council members were
impressed by our students and our vision.
Councilmen Parvin stated, "this is the
exact type of educational experience
we want to see happening in Cedar
Hill."
Our temporary buildings for our
current locations were unanimously
approved for this school year and next. We
remain on track to complete a phase 1 by
August 2018. Since we are looking at a
new phasing approach from our original
idea of constructing the 3-12 building
first, we are still exploring design options.
Remember, the goal is to complete
design, get city approvals, finalize a

Tasty Math

by Haley Hawkins,
6th Grade Math Teacher

guaranteed maximum price, and then
secure financing. I will continue to
communicate our progress.
If you are looking for ways to
contribute to this process, they are on
their way. We are forming a student
design team to work with our
development partner, Heather Stevens, to
craft the parent and student portion of our
capital campaign. We are in the quiet
phase, so shhhhh, don't tell anyone. For
the cost of two years of private school
tuition for each of our students, we can
build our entire campus. Don't worry, we
are firmly rooted in public education so
there will not be tuition, but the
comparison is striking. I want for our
Village to participate through whatever
means possible - volunteering time or
money. This is about all of us coming
together to do something remarkable in
the community of Cedar Hill and beyond.
Happy New Year! #ourtime #ouryear

Who said math can't be tasty? Last month, 6th grade used a recipe for trail
mix in order to explore rates, ratios, proportions and unit rate. They had to
scale a recipe in order to find out how much of each ingredient they would
need in order to make 1 serving of trail mix and also how much it would take
to make some for the whole class! They were then tasked with shopping for
one of the ingredients and picking out the one they thought was the best
deal. When they brought it to school, they had to calculate the unit cost to
see if they were correct. Using their results along with the rest of the
ingredient costs, they calculated how much their whole serving of trail mix
cost all together. They then enjoyed a yummy bag of trail mix as a reward for
a job well done! Way to go 6th grade!
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High School News

Happy New Year!!! 2016 was a great time for VTHS. Our students embarked on
some grand adventures and took part in beginning a couple of new traditions. We
unveiled our first class ring, students ordered their first letterman jackets,
students presented at the Cedar Hill City Council, and much, much more.
We believe that 2017 will bring several new opportunities for our students! The
second half of the school year is quickly approaching but as we prepare to end
one semester it is important for students to remain focused and be ready for year
packed with activity. Just a few highlights to give you an idea of what our
students have to look forward too:
February: 10th graders will take the PSAT 10
March: Grade 8 and HS will take English I & English II EOC exams
March: Students interested in Dual Credit should take the TSI exam (see Mays)

Free CA$H for VT

1.
2.
3.
4.

BUY your favorite Box Tops products.
CLIP Box Tops from each package.
SEND your Box Tops to school with your child.
YOUR SCHOOL GETS CASH to help buy the things it really needs.

Go to BTFE.COM/PRODUCTS for a complete list of Box Tops products.

Support Village Tech Schools as you shop on Amazon at smile.amazon.com.
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Village Tech every
time you shop, at no cost to you.
How you support VT when shopping on Amazon?
Visit smile.amazon.com and select "Village Tech Schools" to receive donations from
eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember your
selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will
result in a donation.

by Schretta Mays, HS Director and Academic Advisor

May: Grade 8 and HS will take Algebra, Biology, & US History EOC exams
May: Grades 8-10 will take the ASPIRE (Practice ACT exams)
May/June: Grade 11 students will take the SAT/ACT or both
In addition to these events we have several college visits and Forge On during the
Spring Semester! In order to prepare for all of these items the students have been
given albert.iou access and there are tutorials before and after school.
High School early arrival students. Village Tech High School begins at 9:00AM.
Students who arrive prior to 8:00 should be attending tutoring. We have sent out
several emails informing both students and parents of the tutorial schedules. If
your son/daughter must arrive prior to 8:30, then this is a great time for academic
enrichment for him/her so he/she should not be merely hanging out on campus
but can be putting first things first by preparing for their academic day.

Bitter for Litter

9th Grade
Litter Pick-Up

In December, a group of 9th grade students
participated in Cedar Hill’s movement Bitter for Litter. This
campaign aims for Cedar Hill residents and businesses to
collect one million pieces of trash as an effort to take care of our
community and keep it clean and litter free. After spending a
day in our community picking up trash and cleaning up our City,
our students were given the opportunity to present to the City
of Cedar Hill's Beautification and Environment Sustainability’s
December Board Meeting. Our students presented on their
experience and efforts to help take care of Cedar Hill and the
personal lessons it taught them. At Village Tech we believe that
students have the potential to make a powerful difference in
their community and by helping to “Keep Cedar Hill Beautiful”
we are able to see this in action. We are so proud of our 9th
graders for serving our community and being a part of positive
change in Cedar Hill! Way to go, Squids!
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Grades United

Rocket Launch

Village Tech High School

A partnership has been forged between our 6th and 11th Grade
students to approach and design solutions to current design
challenges. While this joining of forces is new, big things are to come!
Stay tuned as more is revealed.

Now a second annual tradition, our VT 8th Grade built,
designed and launched rockets. Applying their science and
math skills, these students learned the science behind
rockets and how to calculate the angles of a launch. Taking
their designs to the Home of Tomorrow site (future campus
property), these students had the opportunity to launch
their rockets, calculate angles and learn to adapt their
designs as they understand what worked well and where
their rocket needed improvement. Awesome job to our 8th
Grade students and teachers!

Wilderness Survival

X-Class Highlight

Many life skills are learned inside fours walls: how to read, how to cook spaghetti,
how to fold a t-shirt. But there are some life skills can only be taught outside by
getting your hands dirty. In the X-Class Wilderness Survival, students are taught
real life skills that could save
their life. Students spend time
in the classroom learning
survival knowledge and tactics
and then are given the
opportunity to put their new
skills into action outside near
the creek on campus. In this XClass, students learn how to
make a fire, purify and filter
water, navigate in the wild,
and create survival shelters (as
pictured). Led by High School
teacher Mr. Cahill, X-Class time
becomes a hands-on
experience of putting
knowledge into action and
learning into skill.

Paper Airplanes

Village Tech High School

There is science and engineering in everything, even in the simplicity of
a paper airplane. Our High School students learned this lesson recently
as they competed in team paper airplane design and launch
competitions. After learning the science of flight, students worked in
groups to design and fold their own planes. Distance and length of
time in air were determining factors in the “fly-off.”
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New Art on Campus

There is new art in the halls of VT! Check out the new
pieces outside the Forge. High School graphic work
featured in the photo below.

Village Tech Blog
by David Williams, CEO/Superintendent

In case you missed the last blog
posts by David Williams, read “Room
Temperature," part 1 and 2 now on
the Piazza, the Village Tech Schools
blog.
"We need an overhaul, a redesign, a reset, a
rethink. If we could clear the table of regulations,
testing and other requirements and replace it
with what actually matters when it comes to
learning and preparation for life, what would be
on our table?"
Read Part 1 >

”Schools, after all, are living systems. They are
much more like gardens than factories. It is not
simply a matter of inputs and outputs. The more
we reduce students and schools to industrial
ideals (quality controlled products), the more
likely we will continue to get graduates who can
perform in tightly controlled systems, but when
left to make decisions, be creative, take a risk,
learn from failure, communicate an idea or
collaborate with others, they will continue to
struggle. Instead of the factory, consider the
garden..."
Read Part 2 >

College Action Plans
Parents: Find out how you can help
your child prepare for college,
explore majors and careers, pay for
college, and more with our easy to
follow action plans by the College
Board.
Action Plans:
Middle School
9th Grade
10th Grade
11th Grade
12th Grade
Paying for College: College can be
affordable. Many students use
financial aid and other resources to
cover college costs. Learn more
about financial aid, scholarships,
saving for college, and other ways to
make sure college isn’t a financial
burden to you and your child.
Financial Aid Checklist
FASFA Information

Friendship

by Kristy Quinn, Director of Culture & Character
Development and Counseling Services

Friendship is a special thing. Most people have
friends. Many people experience the good and bad
in them. Some friends are for a season. Few friends
stick around a lifetime. And, if we are lucky, we have
one sweet friendship that refreshes our soul.
Recently, after reading a wonderful book by Brene'
Brown, Daring Greatly, I realized many people,
adults and children alike, don't know how to
establish their choice of a quality friendship, which
includes setting boundaries. Relationship skills are
key to childhood happiness, adult happiness, and
work success. However, we are not all taught how to
cultivate this for ourselves. So let's look at a map of
finding and being a good friend.
The analogy:
REMEMBER WHEN… In elementary a teacher may
have had a class marble jar so when the whole class
was doing well, the class would earn marbles for the
jar. When you aren't, you may lose some marbles
from the jar.
Here's the idea:
Friendships are like marble jars. When someone
supports you, is kind to you, sticks up for you, or
honors your stories (privacy) they earn "marbles".
When they are mean, disrespectful, or share your

secrets they lose “marbles". Yes, this is the same as
Covey's concept of Emotional Bank Accounts which
includes emotional/relational deposits and
withdrawals. We hope our friendships, whether for a
season or a lifetime, are never 'in the red' from too
many withdrawals.
The Question:
Do YOU have full “marble jar” friends?
How can you know for sure?
They keep your secrets (privacy)
They tell you their important "secret" things
They remember things like birthdays
They know your family -parents, siblings, pets
They make sure you are included in fun things
They know when you’re sad and ask why
If you miss school/work, they check on you
As an adult this is a way to evaluate relationships in
your life and this is a great way to connect with the
children in your life and help them shape healthy
relationships for now and in the future.
At Village Tech during the month of December, all of
our students, PK-11th learned this concept above
and practiced skills to develop how to be a good
friend and find a good friend.
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College Spirit Day
Friday, December 2
Every first Friday of the month is College
Spirit Day at Village Tech! Encourage your
students to sport the gear of their favorite
College/University!

Holiday Book Fair
December 8-9, 12-15
Scholastic Book Fair
Big Tech, Room 17B
9:00 AM - 7:00 PM

City Council Meeting
Hi, welcome to another newsletter. Mrs. Aubrey
Floyd has been doing a great job with this communication
resource. I appreciate her hard work and patience as
contributions trickle in to make this a newsletter of substance,
fun, and value. This is just one example of how the campus
works together to make things happen with quality. We just
need everyone to do their part to finish. Mrs. Floyd puts all the
pieces together to give you this presentation of our campuses.
This month we are going to move the Parent
Connect Meeting this December 13th to the Cedar Hill City
Council meeting. Building the next iteration of the physical
school has had its challenges. From day one the Founders were
determined to make an impact in the educational world of
students in Cedar Hill, Duncanville, DeSoto, and surrounding
areas. We put together an educational experience using
researched-based practices and strategies that would give our
students the best opportunities for success throughout their
lives, not just for a small moment of PreK through 12th grade.

The next part for us as a school is the VT building project, a
permanent home. We need your help in presenting Village
Tech one more time to the city. We will be presenting at the
City Council Meeting December 13th at 7:00pm. It would be
great to see a sea of purple there to support those that are
presenting. This is a part that you and I can do. As the students
present their vision for the city, they will also be demonstrating
what we do at VT and the need for the buildings that will be
located on Beltline Road by the towers. Please join me and the
staff for this presentation.

City Council Meeting
Cedar Hill Government Center
Tuesday, December 13th
7:00 PM
As always, I am very grateful for the opportunity to be with you
here at Village Tech Schools as we building students to lead
our future.
- Robert Johansen, Assistant Superintendent

We are so excited that the Scholastic Book Fair is
coming to our school this year! Parent volunteers
are needed to work the book fair. If interested,
please make sure to submit a volunteer form
and background check into the front office! Then
please email Bramwell to join the book fair fun!
ibramwell@villagetechschools.org

Shop Online 12/7-12/20: HERE

Teacher of the Month

2

Baseball Tryouts

Chick-fil-A Cedar Hill

Congratulations to Chick-fil-A Cedar Hill's October Teacher of the
Month, Mrs. White!! You are such an amazing and loved part of the
Village! Thank you for all you do for your students and our community!

9th-11th Grade
Wednesday, December 14th
3:00 PM
Porter Field
If you have any questions please contact Coach
Pedersen at mpedersen@villagetechschools.org.

Softball Tryouts
December 12th-13th
Information Coming Soon!
If you have any questions please contact Coach
Rocker at srocker@villagetechschools.org.

Students must have a physical completed
and turned into the school before being
allowed to tryout. If you need a physical form
see Coach Spencer or print the online
Physical Form.
For more dates and information (including
updated athletic schedules) check the Main
Calendar on our website homepage.
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What are you thankful for?
Seeing Double
There’s a new VT Van on campus! Thanks to your
love of chocolate and generosity, Village Tech is
now the proud owners of a SECOND school van!!!

Our 9th grade Geography classes have been learning
about culture and the elements that make it up. One
of those elements is Government. In class, we have
been looking at different types of government and
asking the question “who rules” in each kind. To help
these concepts take meaning, our students divided
into smaller groups, two or three per cohort, and
randomly drew a type of government out of a hat—8
types overall. Then they were given a challenge to
use gummy bears to visually represent the type
of government they had been given.
I was very pleased with the results! The creativity and
depth of understanding that went into making the
gummy bear governments over three days was fun to
watch. I was able to witness groups master new

by Isis Toldson, VT Student News Crew

Thanksgiving is often the middle child of
holidays. Not that it’s uncelebrated, but in
contemporary culture it’s just not often considered
as big a deal as its’ siblings Halloween and
Christmas. Of course, this may not be true for all
families, but for many it is. Maybe it’s because
there isn’t as much fanfare. Thanksgiving has fewer
decorations than Halloween and virtually no songs
in comparison to Christmas. Many people are more
excited about Black Friday than they are
Thanksgiving, but why? Is the act of sitting at a
table with loved ones such a foreign idea? Is
thankfulness just not important to us as a society?
Or maybe, it is something else entirely. We live in a
time of convenience, which should by all
calculations lead to more time to spend on the
important things. Instead, we seem to have less
and less time. Rather than having coffee with a
friend, we shoot them a text. Instead of visiting
grandparents, we give them a call every so often, or
better yet, let them call us. At the end of the day,

Gummy Bear Government
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those things aren’t wrong, but they do ask the
question, “What are we missing out on?” This is
why Thanksgiving should be important. It’s not just
a day we get to remember for the turkey, pies, and
hypersomnia that follows. It’s not even just the day
we give a metaphorical hat tip to the Indigenous
peoples that fed and protected early American
immigrants, though those traditions are important
too. Instead, it is a day we should cherish the
people we love, and reflect on the great things in
our lives between naps and second servings.
Thanksgiving is a day we should look at our
parents, children, friends, aunts, uncles,
cousins, spouses, and grandparents and
remember why we love them. It’s a day we
should look at what we have and be thankful
that we have it, and then look at what we don’t
have and realize maybe we don’t need it. This
holiday season and beyond, let yourself slow
down and enjoy life just as it is. What are you
thankful for?

by William Pritchett, HS Geography Teacher

concepts and some even have a little trouble figuring
out how to take fairly complex ideas and represent
them visually.
For example, the Anarchy group at first had their
gummies arranged in a heart. They were thinking no
rules and no rulers would be a peaceful paradise.
This was at least until I started stealing their phones
and explained if their are no rules I can take what I
want. Then they got it. In the end, the Anarchy group
wound up creating the “best poster” as voted on by
their classmates.
Putting their learning into self-created visual
models, our students are better able to master
and recall knowledge.

2016/2017

Travel Opportunities
International
Educational
Tours

Belize

Italy

March 2017
EFTours.com/1829837TT
Group Leader: Ms. Olmstead
Contact: bolmstead@villagetechschools.org

Summer 2017
Global Leadership Summit
Group Leader: Mrs. Quinn
Contact kquinn@villagetechschools.org

Founders Week: LIVING COLOR

“This is Founder's Week. Just 5 years
ago, we began this educational
adventure. You may not have known
you would be a part of it then, but we
did. We knew there would be teachers
and families who believed school
could be different and better, more
humane and more connected to the
world beyond school. It's been
incredible to watch dreams and desires
turn into real students transforming
into caring, competent and courageous
young adults.” - David Williams, CEO/
Superintendent
Four years ago, Village Tech Schools
was awarded a charter in unanimous
approval by the Texas State Board of
Education! Today, Village Tech Schools

serves 820 amazing and insightful
students through the passion and heart
of the most incredible, innovative
teachers and leaders we could ever
dream of!
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parade, decorate our campus quads,
host family nights, and dances—it is a
celebration of the vision and mission of
Village Tech Schools and all those who
have joined us in this adventure!

So much has evolved in four years, but
our mission remains as true as day one:
Through great teachers working
together, we are forging students who
are character driven, challenge ready
and community focused. We do this
because we believe that students who
learn who they are, learn things that
last, and learn they belong will be
equipped for a hyper-connected,
rapidly changing world.
And this is why we celebrate Founders
Week—why we have spirit days, a

PARENT CONNECT

December 13th | 7:00pm | Government Center

On this Month’s Agenda:
• City Council Meeting

Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month.*
*November is an exception.
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Our Voices in Democracy Essay Contest
This fall our Middle School students were challenged to write an
essay inspired by the Jimmy Carter quote, "We are of course a nation of
differences. Those differences don’t make us weak. They’re the source
of our strength." This contest was in partnership with Fox Rothschild LLP
and Success North Dallas. The top three essay finalists were awarded,
interviewed and recognized at the November Success North Dallas
meeting at the Prestonwood Country Club.
Over 100 thoughtful and personal essays were submitted by
our 6th-8th Grade students—they were outstanding! The three finalists
were selected by a panel of judges who communicated their amazement
of the maturity and depth of our students' essays. We are so proud of all
our students and excited to announce the winners of "Our Voices in
Democracy Essay Contest.”
1st Place: Janyce Rodriguez
2nd Place: Elise Ott
3rd Place: Jacob Garza

Dallas Film Society
High School Roundtable Pitch Session

Three Piggy Opera

On November 15, two of our VT High School students attended the Dallas Film Society High School
Roundtable Pitch Session. At this event, VT high school students Ender and Rachel were given the
opportunity to pitch a short (7-10 minute) film concept they had created with real filmmakers. These
professionals individually listened to the student’s idea and then provided feedback and critique
one-on-one with the student. Our high schoolers learned of the process and critique involved in
creating a short film, gaining real feedback and insight from professionals was a valuable
experience for our students. In the end they were reminded that art is dependent on the creator and
the audience—everyone can envision and interpret the same art a different way.
Filmmakers Present:
Dallas Sonnier, a Los Angeles filmmaker who produced the feature film Bone Tomahawk, starring Kurt Russell. He
recently moved back to Dallas, where he founded a film and book publishing company.
Liz Cardenas Franke, an actress, writer and producer of short films.
Augustine Frizzell, a filmmaker and actress whose most recent short film won the narrative short Jury award at the 2026
Dallas International Film Festival.
Sai Selvarajan, a film editor and producer.

The “Three Piggy Opera” is a loved tradition at Village Tech. Every year our
kindergarten students learn about folk tales, fairy tales, and story elements. The piggy
opera allows them a chance to apply their learning for understanding that takes place
as a memorable experience. By developing the backdrops for the play during their
Forge time the students integrate Language Arts by understanding the setting of the
story and how it can change. Students also show their mastery of understanding and
identify story elements by participating in the story and songs, and learning the
movements that go with the lyrics. The “Three Piggy Opera” takes classroom curriculum
and applies it into the world of Fine Arts for the Kindergarten students!
The Kindergarten team says, “We couldn't be more proud of our students!!! They
exhibited leadership and talent in their performance. The backdrops were incredible
and I'm so proud that these students were the first ones to do a backdrop. It will live
on forever. “
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Cross Country State Champions!

This past month our cross-country team ran
in the TCSAAL State Meet where EVERY
single VT runner beat their personal best
time!! We are so proud of our students—their
character and passion shined throughout
the trip!!!
Village Tech State Champions:
6th-8th Grade Boys: STATE CHAMPS!
9th-10th Grade Boys: 3rd in State
Bibi Limones: HS Girls 3rd in State
Jackson Balalau-Rakowitz: MS Boys 3rd in State

Mock Election
A Mock Election is an educational event that teaches students to be
informed voters. On Election Day, our high school students were
given the opportunity to vote on the same measures and candidates
adults would decide in the United States election. Before school
during “polls time,” 67.65% of high school students showed up early
and cast their ballot. The voting set-up was simple, paper and pen,
but the system mirrored a real voting poll: checking-in, a reminder
of no electronics, standing alone at a polling station and allowing
your voice to be hear in the future of our nation.

4th Grade POL
Mastering Science, Math, ELA, and
Arts, our 4th Grade class held their
Presentation of Learning (POL) for
friends and family. Through presenting
a readers theatre, new math concepts,
and student created “piggy houses”
wired with circuits, these students
shined as they explained and
demonstrated their knowledge and
understanding of what they are
currently learning.
The piggy houses were laser cut in the
Forge to be built and designed by
these students as they learned about
textures and materials during art. The
three pigs and big bad wolf were also
student created by each group. Next
students applied their learning
concepts of electrical circuits and

Presentation of Learning

energy flow into their piggy house by
creating a real circuit that would light
up and run a fan inside their design.
4th Grade student,Jasmine BalalauRakowitz, explained that her group
had an idea to create their electrical
circuit so that when the wolf stands at
the front door he triggers the
connection and lights up the house.
They were excited when they were
able to successfully connect their
circuit this way!
The packed Forge full of family and
friends had the opportunity to hear
4th Grade students explain circuits,
ELA and math with professionalism
and confidence. It is truly amazing to
watch students light up as they talk
about what they are learning.
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Mentoring Minds

by Rene Baker, 3rd Grade ELA

What do third graders and retired individuals have in
common? The third graders of Village Tech Schools set
out to discover just that! Recently these students visited
the Mountain Creek Retirement Living Center in Grand
Prairie. In groups of two or three, students were paired up
with a senior “buddy.” During their two-hour visit they
played math games, ate lunch with, and interviewed a
few of the residents of the center.

working with their partners; and sharpen their saws while
visiting and eating with their new buddies.

It was an excellent opportunity for our third graders to
build empathy and take interest in someone from a
different generation. They were able to hear invaluable
first-hand accounts of important events in history they
have learned about in class. After the visit, students wrote
a thank you letter which incorporated information and
details they learned about their buddies during the
interview. In Forge, students are creating an art piece
representative of their buddies, which they hope to
present to their new friends during a return visit.

“I liked having lunch with my buddy and getting to hear
all the stories about what it was like when she was
younger,” Jasmine B.

They were able to use their Seven Habits throughout this
project. They had to seek first to understand, then to be
understood during the interview; think win-win while
playing and teaching the math games; synergize when

EnviroSquids
Electives take many different
directions in X-Classes at
Village Tech: archery, drama,
engineering, art. But there is
only one X-Class that requires
rain boots and work gloves:
EnviroSquids Scavenger Hunt.
Recently there was a buzz on
Wednesday when this group
discovered limestone fossils
(pictured below) near the

Though nervous going in, students could not (and have
not) stopped talking about their visit with their new
buddies.
“My favorite part was just getting to know Rose,” Colin B.

“My favorite part of going to the center was meeting new
people and the food! Yum,” Max L.
“My favorite was getting to know my buddy and when
she showed us her apartment. She had an old-timey
desk and a collection of pictures of her family,” Mikaela P.
The residents final request as we were concluding our
visit was, “Please come back.” This is one request we
would definitely be happy to fulfill. It was an honor to
be their guests. The experience is truly a win-win.

X-Class Highlight

creek on campus. A class filled
with outdoor excitement and
learning, EnviroSquids spends
time outside recreating the
Squid Fossil Trail around our
creek using iNaturalist App to
race and find wildlife in our
area. For students that love
adventure, discovery and
occasionally getting dirty, this
X-Class is an easy favorite!

Chocolate!

Village Tech High School

Just in time for the Holidays, we have less
than 35 boxes of chocolate left to sell! For
each box sold, students will be awarded
TWO FREE jump passes at Altitude
Trampoline Park - Cedar Hill! Stop by the
front office and pick up your box to sell
today! All chocolate proceeds go directly
to the school.
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Sit, Stand, or Wobble!
by Mrs. Rhoden, 2nd Grade Teacher

To create an environment that better
enables students success to listen, learn and
engage, I have implemented alternative seating in
our classroom. The students get to choose which
seating works best for them and their learning.
Last year I had a few students that did not like
sitting in chairs and preferred sitting on the floor
on standing. I admired them for recognizing
where they needed to sit in order to be most
successful.
Our class recently got our Donors
“Choose, Sit, Stand, or Wobble” project funded
and have received more options for alternative
seating, a “seating buffet”! The students are very
excited that our project got funded and they are
looking forward to receiving all our new seats! In
our classroom there will be a variety of standing
with wobble boards, sitting on stools, soft
cushions and workout balls to create a room
environment that encourages movement and
choice as a positive tool to benefit student
learning.

My second grade students are full of
joy, excitement, and an eagerness to learn. I'm
blessed daily by their sweet smiles and tight hugs!
Every student brings something unique to our
classroom and makes our class family better by
contributing their talents in a way only they can.
This year I purchased workout balls for
the students to use as alternative seating. They
have done so well on these that I began to do
more research on other forms of alternative
seating and their benefits. One student said, "Mrs.
R, I do not learn well when I sit on the workout
ball. May I sit on a stool?" YES! I love she was able
to identify that her seating choice was not the best
for her learning and made the choice to change.
Students learn in all different ways
and I believe one of the things that can affect their
learning is where and how they are sitting. My
students already have a full understanding that if
they need to move around the room or to a place
in the room where they will work best, they are
free to do so...with limits of course!

TEDxKids@SMU: Illuminate
TEDxKids@SMU is a TED-style conference for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students
that centers on passion and ideas. This half-day program follows the commonly
known TED format. TEDxKids@SMU is organized into sessions where speakers
share their ideas worth spreading. During the event, students have the
opportunity to hear incredible speakers, experience hands-on demos and learn
during interactive breaks bringing together the theme: Illuminate.
Thirty-five Village Tech High School students hosted TEDxKids@SMU for the
middle school attendees. Our students led groups, welcomed middle schoolers,
performed, and led the crowd in a spontaneous dance party! Ten our our middle
school students experienced the event by attending, hearing new ideas and
sharing in the passions and stories of others.

Being Prepared for Life Outside the Classroom

by Kristy Quinn, Director of Culture & Character Development and Counseling Services

We want our students to learn
personal skills of effectiveness, things like
empathy, self-discipline, and grit. We also
want them to live well, developing a sense of
optimism for improved quality of life. In order
for our students to do this, we work on several
things to develop these skills. We use the 7
Habits of Highly Effective People as a
structure to develop personal and
interpersonal leadership. We also teach
students various skills of self-awareness,
social awareness, relationship skills
(friendship, conflict resolution, etc...), selfmanagement, and responsible decisionmaking. Social Awareness skills include
knowing and using your resources. Students
who practice developing grit are often seen
utilizing resources around them (teachers,

books, reliable online sources, other trusted
adults). They don't go it alone. In this process
of learning from and leaning on others, we
build community, our 3rd C. This is part of
what builds that skill of grit. Here's what, lead
researcher and pioneer, Angela Duckworth
has to say about grit:
GRIT TAKES A TEAM
An individual child’s grit isn’t the
only factor that determines his or her success.
“Grit is not just something that you have
yourself, it’s also the resources you have with
other people.” That means we can increase
our grit by drawing upon the strength of
those around us, and we also can help boost
the resilience and grit of other people in our

lives. “When I interview people… who have
accomplished incredible physical feats, you
have to realize they have around them people
who don’t let them quit. Sometimes, it’s not
their grit [that drives them], it’s the grit of
people who care about them,” Angela said.
She emphasized that such encouragement is
different from forcing others to participate in
activities they aren’t passionate about; grit is
about learning to persevere when times are
difficult, when your team isn’t winning or
you’re no longer at the top of your class.
“What a powerful thing to wake up and say,
‘We do things when they’re hard.…We never
lose hope; we are the ones who look for hope
and change.’” Village Tech students are
developing grit, they can do hard things!
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Student Led Tours

Village Tech offers student-led tours
to prospective students, parents,
business and community leaders,
and educational partners. Tours can
be scheduled online on our website
for Thursdays at 3:00pm or Fridays at
9:00am. Sign up online or call the
front office to schedule.
Front Office: 469-454-4441
Online Sign-Up: HERE

College Action Plans
Parents: Find out how you can help
your child prepare for college,
explore majors and careers, pay for
college, and more with our easy to
follow action plans by the College
Board.
Action Plans:
Middle School
9th Grade
10th Grade
11th Grade
12th Grade
Paying for College: College can be
affordable. Many students use
financial aid and other resources to
cover college costs. Learn more
about financial aid, scholarships,
saving for college, and other ways to
make sure college isn’t a financial
burden to you and your child.
Financial Aid Checklist
FASFA Information

Begin with the End in Mind
by Kristy Quinn, Director of Culture & Character Development and Counseling Services

"I think the biggest design project the steps to achieving their goals
anyone can have is their own life."
and visions of a well-lived life. We
- Jessi Arrington, Designer also want them to know that we all
have growth and achievements
When designing a life, there are two because of the people who surround
creations.
Dr. Stephen Covey us. Just like Village Tech Schools has
explains for Habit Two, we first make a mission, each of our classrooms
a mental creation of what we want to have a class or grade level mission
do, then we get to the actual doing - each person is working to fulfill
the physical creation. First we must collectively. As well, each individual
understand our values and choices student and staff has a personal
(Be Proactive), then we must define mission statement to keep us on
what we want, and finally set out, direction with our goals. We also
step by step, to achieve the desired hope you too will consider creating
outcomes. We want our students to your own personal life mission or a
know their intentions and efforts, family mission of how you want to
hard work, knowledge, and skills are live this one life we are each given.

Parent Involvement in HS

by Schretta Stewart-Mays, HS Campus Director, Academic Advisor

“It takes a village to raise a child” is
a common saying with a relevant
message: the entire community has
an important role in the growth and
development of its young people.

support learning, students tend to
earn higher grades, attend school
more regularly, stay in school
longer, and enroll in higher level
programs.”

“The research is clear, consistent,
and convincing: parent, family, and
community involvement in
education
correlates with higher academic
performance and school
i m p ro v e m e n t .” A c c o rd i n g t o
research collected by the National
Education Association, “When
schools, parents, families, and
communities work together to

The evidence holds true for
students at both the elementary,
middle and high school level. As
students grow older parent
involvement is still relevant and vital
for their success and development.
Students with support and
partnerships that stem from both
home and school tend to find
greater student achievement and
school outcomes.
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Ink Blot
1/

PARENT CONNECT

6:30 PM *Class of 2018!

10 / BOARD MEETING

14-18 /

FOUNDERS WEEK

6:30 PM *Construction Update!

21-25 /

THANKSGIVING BREAK

NO SCHOOL

College Spirit Day
Friday, November 4
Every first Friday of the month is College
Spirit Day at Village Tech! Encourage your
students to sport the gear of their favorite
College/University!

Book Fair
Coming Soon to VT!
Scholastic Book Fair
December 12-18

FORGE: It’s Who We Are
Welcome to another edition of our monthly
newsletter. This month I would like to paint a picture with my
words to help you see what a Village Tech student looks like by
using a little compare and contrast. A few of us traveled recently
to see some schools that had “Makerspaces” for their high
school. None of these schools had makerspaces for Elementary.
An equivalent to their makerspace would be our Forge (sort of).
All the schools had their academics as a priority and the
instruction was to challenge students with high school level
courses. The next part of their schedule, either a class period
each day or several blocks of time a week, was spent in the
makerspace. I noticed a lot of tinkering on random things such
as making games, building simple trinkets/toys, or designing
things in software programs like their name in an unusual font
with graphics. That was as far as our visits saw concerning
student involvement in their school with the makerspace. They
also had sports and other after school activities like us. The
students (parents) would pay $50,000 per year for these
schools for tuition in part because of the Maker Spaces.
Our South Dallas Charter School (tuition free)
revolves around the experience called the Forge (not just a

makerspace). This is a place where the students develop ideas,
plan with creativity, draw upon old and cultivate new
connections, design their innovations, and establish lasting
relationships (community). This is a place that can go way
beyond the level of tinkering. In the Forge the students are
challenged to use their academics and skills to initiate change.
In the Forge students connect with those around them
(community) and learn where they are needed for problem
solving. In the Forge students think, contemplate, ideate
together as a team to come up with solutions for those
problems. They use innovation, design, and effort to create ways
for the solution to work. In the Forge students do, do, and do
again until it works. In the Forge, Covey’s leadership principles
are used to develop communication and character skills which
build connections and relationships needed to be successful.
Students practice empathy so problems are more than words,
they are stories with real people having real issues needing real
help. Lastly, when students are not out saving the world, they
are tinkering a bit.
- Robert Johansen, Assistant Superintendent

We are so excited that the Scholastic
Book Fair is coming to our school this
year! Stay alert for more details coming
very soon!
To work the book fair, parent volunteers
will be needed. If interested, please
make sure to submit a volunteer form
into the front office soon! Then please
email Bramwell or Boane to join the
book fair volunteer fun!
ibramwell@villagetechschools.org
jboane@villagetechschools.org

Piggy Opera - November 18
10:00 AM in the ECC Gym

We Are Proactive
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by Kristy Quinn, Counselor & Director of Culture

"You may not control all the events that happen to you, but
you can decide not to be reduced by them." - Maya Angelou
As a Leader in Me school, Village Tech works to integrate teaching the skills of
effectiveness through the 7 Habits of Highly Effective People. The first habit, and
arguably the most significant, is Be Proactive. We teach our Kindergarten students
that to Be Proactive means 'I'm in charge of me'. Once we get into elementary and
middle school, we talk about what 'being in charge of me' looks like: being prepared
for the school day or other priorities, bringing a pencil or having supplies necessary
to learn and design solutions to challenges. As we continue to grow in our
understanding, this habit has layer upon layer of foundation to rely on. Dr. Stephen
Covey explains the unique difference between humans and other species is our
ability to create a pause between a stimulus and a response (an action and reaction).
This is our circle of control. We can CHOOSE how we respond instead of reacting
immediately. When we have students express frustrations socially or academically, or
worries about the future, we often remind or do a quick exercise to discuss the
healthy ways to solve this worry or problem and decide if this is indeed something
for them to solve at all, possibly outside their circle of control.

For more dates and information (including
updated athletic schedules) check the Main
Calendar on our website homepage.
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Getting Dirty to Clean a Community

3

“The community is it’s own nature, so if we want to keep our nature clean together
then we have to get down and dirty.” - William Addison, 9th Grade Student
Clear water runs through the pipes of most homes in our area, yet polluted and trash-filled water
sources are not as far from home as it may seem. Our Village Tech High School had the opportunity to
visit the Trinity River Audubon Center to learn firsthand about our local water source and the effects we
have on its’ condition. “It really amazed me how we get all our drinking water from the Trinity
River with how polluted it is,” freshman Joshua Gerhart expressed.
While at the Audubon Center, the students took part in an activity to help them “understand
what pollution is and how we can help fix our community” explained Jenna Coots. “[An Audubon
worker] showed us this model city that had a river going through it. He dumped cocoa powder and soy
sauce and stuff to represent different parts of pollution in the community. Then he poured water on it
so we could see how much of the pollution got into the river.” Students were surprised by this small
picture of pollution that represented a real vital resource for our local community and environment.
Recognizing the need of our Trinity River, this small village of students then worked together
to pick up 584 pounds of trash. Weathering the dirt, water, mud, and Gabrey’s torn shoe—our students
experienced the large impact a small group can have toward a clean and safe environment. When
recalling the experience, Eyvette Sherman explained, “I felt like even if we were getting dirty and
we were exhausted, we felt better afterwards because we knew we were doing something good
for the community.”
We drink this water everyday, so the cause is even more important then it may first seem. By taking care
of our Trinity River, we are taking care of ourselves and our community. Sometimes it takes a river to
realize “a small amount of us can really impact the community,” “it’s really fun getting mud
everywhere,” and you may need to “clean your community by getting dirty.”

Number Corners
“Number Corners” is a time for
the entire class to be interactive and hands
on with math. Each month, our number
corner highlights certain math skills that we
are learning in 1st Grade. The unique
experience of number corners, is that as a
class students are encouraged to create a
fun routine in order to help learn their math
skills. The theme of our Number Corner is
the “Slide” because we slide back and forth
through different math topics. Beginning
with skip counting by 2’s, 10’s, 5’s, to
covering the monthly objective (number
trees, math stories, and equations), to

by Emily Yetts, 1st Grade Teacher

discussing days in school by practicing
different methods of counting, to finding
place values, this time helps our students
master new math concepts.
As a class we incorporate
practice, song, and interactive graphs for all
types of learners. The amazing part is that
each skill displayed and practiced during
number corners matches our math
curriculum to the tee. By using this routine
each day, it allows us to allows be moving
forward and building with our math
curriculum rather than learning a skill and
stopping. Watching the students who didn’t

know how to skip count by 2’s on day one
master all the way up to 40 or 50 a week
later is awesome to witness. However, the
best part about number corners is not just
having fun with math, but watching the
students be able to challenge themselves
everyday by counting higher with skip
counting, doing place value with a bigger
numbers, adding money with 3-4 coins, and
so on. As a teacher, this is the perfect time
for students to really show off their math
abilities and shine and for us—a way to
constantly help our students grow their
math minds.

2016/2017

Travel Opportunities
International
Educational
Tours

Belize

Italy

March 2017
EFTours.com/1829837TT
Group Leader: Ms. Olmstead
Contact: bolmstead@villagetechschools.org

Summer 2017
Global Leadership Summit
Group Leader: Mrs. Quinn
Contact kquinn@villagetechschools.org

Red Ribbon Week
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by Kristy Quinn,

Counselor & Director of Culture

We Choose! We Lead! Oh! The Places We'll Go!
At Village Tech, we want all of our students to learn how to make
positive choices, develop responsible decision-making, and live a life
of balance through self-management. This week we focus on healthy
living and avoiding negative choices which can affect their futures!

Talk Early, Talk Often!
Elementary School: Explain how we need to be very careful about
everything we eat, drink, and take into our bodies. A medicine or drug that is
not prescribed by a doctor or supervised by a parent can interfere with the
way our bodies work, make us sick, and can cause people to die. Praise your
children for taking good care of their bodies; modeling healthy behavior is
very important.
Middle/High School: Parents continue to have a strong influence on their
children’s behavior and the decisions they make all through middle school
and high school.
Tips for Parents:
- Convey a consistent no use message
- State clearly to your child- "I expect you to not do drugs, drink, or smoke."
- Establish good communication
- Know your child’s friends and their friend’s parents
- Know where your children are going and who they will be with
- Teach your child how to resist peer pressure and other social skills
- Remember that teen alcohol and other drug use is a health and safety issue
- Be awake and greet your teen when they come in
- Know that you might need the courage to be “the only one” who says no
- Communicate and follow through on clear consequences for use
- Know the signs and symptoms of use and intervene at the first signs
If you think your child might have a problem, get help. If you are not sure,
contact the support staff at your school.

PARENT CONNECT
On this Month’s Agenda:
• Class of 2018 Ordering
• Action Teams
• and more!

November 1st | 6:30-8:00pm | Cafeteria
Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month.*
*November is an exception.
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Christmas in October

Christmas came early this year for
the third graders at Village Tech Schools. One
Friday afternoon in October, 14 boxes waited to be
opened. Sixty six nine-year-olds eagerly anticipated
what was in side. For days they watched box after
box arrive, each one greeted by a chorus of
"BOOKS, MORE BOOKS!" The teacher sat the boxes
on the carpet. She called the students over to
gather around the stacks. One quick word on being
gentle and kind and the twenty two eager students
began ripping tape and cardboard. Throughout the
classroom you could hear words of jubilation.
"This one looks so cool!”
“Look, it's an award winner! No, a
DOUBLE award winner!”
“I want to read this one first!"
Some students couldn't wait and
immediately sat down to begin reading. Others
just wanted to see them all. After a few minutes of
intrigued exploration the teacher asked them all to
start making piles so we could see all our new book
friends together. The excitement and anticipation
of the afternoon coming to a close just in time to
head home and tell their families all about it.

by Rene Baker, 3rd Grade ELA Teacher

This moment was made possible by
Sonic’s Limeades for Learning contest, a semiannual contest Sonic Drive-In holds in conjunction
with DonorsChoose.org to help teachers gain new
materials for their classrooms. People across the
country vote for the project(s) they would like to
see win. This year my project, The Tools to Discover
Ourselves as Readers, was one of the lucky
winners! With the aide of friends, family and the
Village Tech family we had around 1,400 votes in
the first week, enough to have our project funded
by Sonic. We received 100 new books!
I'm not sure I've ever seen my students
as excited as I did that day. Each day of class I read
a book to them, it’s a moment we look forward to
together. They also receive 20 minutes a day in
class of just pure reading enjoyment in
independent reading time. Their love of books is
one of my proudest accomplishments as a teacher.
These books will breathe new life not only into
our classroom library for the kids to check out,
but many will be used to teach them about
character development, synthesizing, plot,
theme and much much more.

Design Thinking

by Liz Podany, 3-7 Director, Curriculum & Innovation Director

Cross-Country State Meet

If you’ve been around the Village, you’ve probably heard students mention Design Thinking. This
creative methodology or problem solving protocol and process is applicable in all walks of life and
in every discipline. Design Thinking is not a curriculum or a class, it’s a way of working and
thinking. At Village Tech, the process is captured in 6 different mindsets. We work or develop in
each mindset in order to think deeper and analyze with purpose. The 6 mindsets (Spark, Empathy,
Define, Ideate, Create, and Fuse) are not linear and can occur in any order depending on the need
of the process or the level at which we are working towards. Here is a brief overview of each
mindset:
Spark - The catalyst of the design. Captures attention.
Empathy - The heart of the design. Look at the problem from another’s viewpoint.
Define - The focus of the design. What’s the need or the problem or the opportunity?
Ideate - The thinking of the design. How many different ways can we approach the work?
Create - The hands of the design. Prototypes, creations, test runs, inventions, limitless possibilities.
FUSE - The evaluation of the design. Feedback, Understanding, Solutions, and Evaluations. Does it
all connect? Was it effective? Did it work? Did it fail? What’s next?
Be sure to ask your squid as they are working on challenges throughout this school year about
their Design process.

TCSAAL Cross-Country State Meet
Saturday, November 12th
Blue Hole Regional Park
Wimberly, Texas
Back in September, Cross-Country team tryouts were held during a twoweek conditioning period. This year we have 5 teams with a total of 37
runners! Our teams range from 6th-10th grade, including the two 5th
grade students who earned a spot on the team. Returning to the state
meet, our HS Boys and our two HS runners who placed in the top 3 for
boys and girls will attempt to defend their championship title. This will
be a fun day for our student athletes to show their hard work and
talents! Cheer on your Cross-Country team on November 12th!
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STAT Teacher of the Year: Jamie Long!

Jamie Long, 4th Grade Science Teacher, will be receiving the award for
the Science Teachers Association of Texas (STAT) Elementary Science
Teacher of the Year! This award recognizes Ms. Long for her passion,
knowledge of science and her incredible gift for sharing this subject with
her students! Ms. Long will be awarded this honor at the Conference for
the Advancement of Science Teaching this month. Every November, over
7,000 teachers and members of STAT attend this state conference.

would discover an exciting world around them through a scientist's lens.
I enjoy exploring alongside my students. My favorite moments are when
they get frustrated and discouraged, but then try again and have that "Aha" moment and celebrate their success! This is my 17th year teaching
and I absolutely love designing challenges that integrate science!
Well Ms. Long, your Village is so proud of you and grateful to have you
as a valuable part of this family! We love you - congratulations!

When and why did you start teaching?
I always knew I wanted to be a teacher. As a child, I couldn't dream of
any other career and would force my friends to play school any chance I
could! I planned to be a reading, math or history teacher - NEVER
SCIENCE! As a child, I didn't like science because we never investigated
anything, we just read chapters and memorized vocabulary. My first
teaching position was 6th grade Math/Science & 7th Grade Reading in a
small rural school in East Texas. Before school started, I attended a
summer of science workshops and fell in love with teaching science
through hands-on investigations! The vocabulary I had once memorized
suddenly had real meaning!
What is your favorite part about teaching science?
I realized that first year, that my mission as a science teacher was to make
sure that any child who was not interested or was intimidated by science

Leading Texas Charters
by Liz Podany, 3-7 Director, Curriculum &
Innovation Director

Early in the month of October, several leaders
from Village Tech attended the Texas Charter
Schools Association Conference in Austin.
During this conference, Village Tech was
selected to lead four sessions to help transform
other educational institutions. These sessions
covered Design Thinking, Student-Led
Conference, Mastery-Based Grading and
Rubrics, and Creating a School Culture. It is a
beautiful experience to watch our ways and
methods influence others striving toward
better schools and education. Be encouraged
to know that at Village Tech we continue to
lead the way in Texas.

Staff vs. Students Volleyball Game
When: Friday, November 4, 2016
Where: Cedar Hill Recreation Center
310 E Parkerville Rd, Cedar Hill,
TX 75104
Time: TBA (6:30pm - 9:00pm)
Admission: FREE TO ALL

SLC’s at the ECC

by Brandi Olmstead, ECC Director

Student Led Conferences were a success at the Early
Childhood Center! To best share some about this
experience and explain why Student Led
Conferences are so important, a few of our ECC
teachers have shared their thoughts!
“I enjoy doing SLC's with my students, because I get
to see them shine in front of the most important
people in their lives. It gives me, as a teacher, a way
to get the parents in my room other than a parent
teacher conference. They get to see me interact with
their child, the room and get a feel for the
environment of our school. The students enjoy it
too, because it gives them validation in so many
ways.” Jennifer Powell, Kindergarten

“As parents/guardians entered our classroom, our
PreKers shook their guests' hands to welcome them
and thank them for coming. Our little ones did so
very well communicating their self-chosen personal
and academic goals with their parents/guardians as
well as their academic progress in their SHIELDS!
They also showed their guests around our
classroom, and seeing our littlest ones’ faces light
up as they told their guests about our school day
and what they are learning is so exciting. Watching
our PreKers confidence grow as they told their
guests about their progress in their own words is
the best of all as they’re already taking ownership of
their learning and communicating their goals to
others!” Kristi North, PreKindergarten

Three Piggy Opera: November 18
The “Three Piggy Opera” is a tradition at Village Tech. Every year our kindergartners learn about Folk Tales,
Fairy Tales, and Story Elements. By developing the backdrops for the play during their Forge time the students
are integrating Language Arts by understanding the setting of the story and how it can change. The students
show mastery of understanding and identify story elements by participating in the songs and learning the
movements that go with the songs. The “Three Piggy Opera” takes classroom curriculum and applies it into
the world of Fine Arts for the students!
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The Teamwork of Artwork

Anyone can draw a whale, a goldfish or a
bumblebee, but a unique challenge arises when
you take away one of your hands and replace it
with someone else’s. During Forge Art our 8th
Graders were given an artistic challenge that
relied on teamwork and communication to
create. Students were paired with partners at
random and asked to begin by drawing a picture
together each holding one side of a wooden
stick containing a marker in the middle. Partners

had to work together and communicate the
motions of their hands to create specific
pictures: strawberries and a whale. But even
from the first attempt to the second, already you
could see the progress of partners discovering
the best methods to achieve their anticipated
results. Then the challenge was further
developed: one partner must close their eyes
during the entire drawing process while the
other partner had to lead the “blind” in drawing

A Hawkins Swap
Integrating Classrooms

Teaching is never “one size fits all.” While some students may master
concepts best through visual methods, others may need kinesthetic
activities to gain understanding. That is why our Village believes in
integrating classrooms and methods to best teach for every student. One
way we are able to do this is through guest teachers. Hawkins 2.0, 6th
Grade Math teacher, noticed that a small group of her students were
struggling with concepts of place value and rounding. To help engage
these students from a new direction, Hawkins 2.0 called Hawkins 1.0, 3rd
Grade Math teacher. During flex time, Hawkins 1.0 taught a mini lesson
on place value and rounding to this small group of 6th Grade students.
The kids loved it and were fully engaged! It’s amazing to watch our
Village constantly work together on the same goal: creating students that
are insightful, innovative and connected. We are not only 3rd Grade or
only 6th Grade, but we are a Village of learners and teachers.

VTHS

a goldfish. Finally, one partner had to close their
eyes and draw a picture they had never seen
alone, based only on the words and descriptions
of their parter. By the end of this activity,
these students found the important role that
teamwork and communication can hold in
our ability to solve a problem, even a
problem as simple as drawing a picture.

by Schretta Stewart-Mays,
HS Campus Director, Academic
Village
Advisor
Tech High School

October has been a busy month for VTHS! In addition to taking the PSAT, the students have
participated in several community events and are currently gearing up for upcoming challenges. We
are also excited to welcome back Mrs. Rapolo to teach our Spanish I & II class. Mrs. Rapolo has a wealth
of experience teaching Spanish and we are excited to have her back this year from her studies abroad
in Paris.
If you haven’t had an opportunity to catch an 8th grade event night then you have missed out on a
treat! Our 8th grade students have been working hard to raise money for their upcoming trip to NASA.
In addition, they have been busy working on a number of mini-challenges to become more
acquainted with the needs of the City of Cedar Hill and becoming with our local Zula B Wylie Library.
We understand how important it is for you to remain connected with your teen and school so we want
to make sure that we help maintain those open lines of communication by doing all that we can to
help make it easier to stay connected to the school. We do this in a few ways:
• Teachers send parents a weekly skyward progress report via email.
• Weekly email updates that informs parents and students of upcoming events in the classroom and
the Village. If parents are not receiving these they should contact the school to have their email
address updated.
• Grades are updated weekly (grades can be checked on Skyward).
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Gratitude is a Gift

by Kristy Quinn, Counselor & Director of Culture

Gratitude is a gift. It is Giving.
An act of Doing. A way of Being.
This month during Leagues and Crews our students will
spend the three weeks of November practicing ways to be
more grateful and to extend a heart of gratitude to others.
We know from research there are many benefits to
practicing gratitude for the students and teachers alike.
Helping our students cultivate an “attitude of gratitude,” is
really good for both them and their teachers! Among
other benefits, gratitude helps kids feel better about
learning and school and gives educators a boost of
encouragement and joy. Some of the student learning
experiences this month will include these outcomes:
Thinking critically, make meaningful, personal
connections and engage with others to share and
develop ideas about gratitude. Define gratitude, identify
what they are grateful for and express gratitude visually.
Engaging in fun gratitude practices to build the empathy
muscle in each of us.

Science of Being a Girl
X-Class Highlight

Country Day Shout Outs

by Liz Podany, 3-7 Director, Curriculum & Innovation Director

It’s a tradition in Cedar Hill that on
the second weekend of October we
celebrate Country Day.
It’s a
wonderful time where all of Cedar
Hill’s residents, family, and friends
gather to watch performances, shop
booths, adopt pets, meet City Leaders,
and just enjoy the awesome
downtown Cedar Hill vibe. This year
Village Tech students were found
scattered throughout the event - there
were students dancing with their local
dance company, the VT Chorus Ink
Ensemble performed at the Home
Town Stage, the VT Community
Theater performers from “Annie”
made an appearance, and two VTHS
members were given a chance to
share their talent in their own 25
minute show. Village Tech’s own
Joshua Price used his contagious
enthusiasm and charisma to set the
tone for VT’s performances…and he
nailed it! Corey Ward, 11th grader, is
known for his awesome dance moves,
he brought a crowd to their feet,

melted the heart of an audience, and
inspired onlookers by performing
covers and several original songs.
Lauren Williamson, 11th grader, has a
voice that literally stops people in
their tracks. Armed with her trusty
ukulele, Lauren puts a spin on
favorite songs and makes you feel like
it’s the first time you’ve ever heard
them, complete with a stage
designed that only a professional
could have dreamed up. Lauren
shared business cards to further
extend her performing career. To sum
up Country Day 2016, we will use the
words of someone who was just
stopping by…”Where is Village Tech?
These kids are amazing…I’ve never
seen anything like this. Is it a
performance program or a magnet
school…is it in North Dallas? Who are
these kids”….to that we reply “They
are Squids…sir…doing their own
thing…surrounded by people who
love them and want them to just
be themselves…Be VT”.

Maker Fair
Middle School students, Abbie Robinson and Skyla Lewis led the Village Tech
maker station at our local Zula B. Wiley Library Maker Fair. Leading our
community in experiencing the world making and the possibilities when
using a laser cutter or vinyl cutter. For a hands-on experience of our VT laser
cutter, the community was able to build 3D fighter jet and mammoth
designs pre-cut at the Village. They were then encouraged to cut their own
name out of vinyl stickers using a real vinyl cutter. Thanks for sharing VT
with our community, Abbie and Skyla!

The Science of Being a Girl? Yes, this is an offered elective X-Class
for female students at VT! In the Science of Being a Girl, offered by
Ms. Barbaro and Mrs. Evans, students learn about the chemistry of
pedicures, physics of fashion, biology and psychology of makeup,
and female roles and traditions in other cultures and throughout
history. This past month a VT High School student, Alex Balbuena,
took over the class and taught a lesson on the science of putting
on makeup. She walked the students through a how-to by putting
on her makeup in front of the class as she taught. Ms. Barbaro and
Mrs. Evans expressed that “she did a phenomenal job!” She
taught: foundation, contouring, eyeshadow, eye linear, etc. Alex
even finished the X-Class time with a question and answer session
for the students to ask anything they wanted to know.
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Benchmarks

Subs & Volunteers

Yes! Village Tech is currently hiring for Substitute
teachers. If interested, please complete an online
application and turn it in to the front office. We
are always looking for awesome, energetic, and
kind people to support our students. We always
try to provide our teachers with the best possible
training and sometimes that requires taking them
out of their classroom for a day. Because of that,
there are days we could use an extra hand.
Application: villagetechschools.org/assets/vtprintable-job-application.pdf
Also, do you have two hours or so to spare?
Sometimes the Village just needs volunteers to
lend a hand. If you are interested, make sure you
have a volunteer form cleared and email Mrs.
Podany at epodany@villagetechschools.org who
will get you connected to opportunities on
campus. Oh and if you have a lot of time and
interest, we are hiring a MATH aide/specialist!
Apply today!
Volunteer Application: villagetechschools.org/
assets/volunteer-background-checkform-8.2.16.pdf

by Liz Podany, 3-7 Director, Curriculum & Innovation Director
Tis the Season for Assessment. As you know, assessments
and/or benchmarks are a way for us to ensure that
students are making progress towards curriculum
achievement. One way to measure this (note: definitely
not the only way) is to take time and assess how students
can perform independently with this material. While we
complete informal and formal assessments (like in class
work, conversations, rubrics, centers, guided reading,
worksheets, one on one work, and much more) with
students on a daily basis, we also want to ensure that the
student can work and perform tasks independently. We
conduct two formal benchmarks, usually one in
November and another in February. We use this data,
along with other classroom interactions and
observations, to ensure that students are thriving, assess
needs and look for opportunities to support a child's

thinking. These results are not viewed in a singular
snapshot - it’s one moment, one assessment, one tool it’s not the whole child or the child's ability in isolation
(wish the State shared the same philosophy). Teachers
will inform you of the testing date and once data is
available, they will share that with you as well. Unlike
some districts, this benchmark is used to assess what has
been taught in class thus far, not a global assessment of
the year's performance to come. So what can you do to
help? Keep your child positive and keep stress low. Tell
your child to show their work and their thinking - it’s not
IF you get the answer correct, t’s HOW you got to the
answer that actually tells us what we need to know. Make
sure they have snacks and a good breakfast, a water
bottle, and maybe an extra hug or high five! Value
WORK - not a score.

Fire Safety

at the ECC

Our Cedar Hill Fire Department joined our
PK-2nd graders for Fire Safety Month. Here
our students were able to meet and learn
about fire safety from real firefighters!

You Are Invited!
Village Tech's Board of Directors would like to invite our parents
to the November 10th Board meeting to review our construction plans.
You will also have an opportunity to meet our architects, construction
manager, and newest Board member, Josh Nason (Assistant Professor
of Architecture at the University of Texas at Arlington).

Thursday, November 10, 2016
6:30-7:00 | Construction Update
VT Forge

CHARACTER | CHALLENGE | COMMUNITY
October 2016

Ink Blot
10 /

COLUMBUS DAY

No School

11 / PARENT CONNECT

13 /

BOARD MEETING

6:30 PM

11-14 /

STUDENT LED
CONFERENCES

College Spirit Day
Friday, October 7
Every first Friday of the month is College
Spirit Day at Village Tech! Encourage your
students to sport the gear of their favorite
College/University!

Student Led Tours
Every Thursday & Friday

EXPLORE & ENGAGE

One month into the school year, students are
engaging in activities daily and classrooms are going strong.
Hearing all the stories of what the students are learning
from teachers has been a highlight for me!
As move further into the school year, you will see
grade levels and our school community actively working
together to offer students unique opportunities to enhance
their academic experience here at Village Tech. One example
is the ECC classes will begin their trips to the Zula B. Wylie
Library where students will have the opportunity to check
out books on a regular basis. This is a great resource for
them! Another example is our 8th graders will be going to
NASA in Houston this Fall. To assist with the costs, the
students and teachers are offering Parent’s Night Out
opportunities (see the next page). Our High School has
already traveled to SMU, UNT, TCU, and TWU for a glimpse
into their future - #UNIVERSITYBOUND.
VT also offers a unique opportunity with the
Wednesday Community Partnerships. Wednesdays are

different here at Village Tech, students get out from school
early while teachers stay for training and development.
Instead of your child going home at that early dismissal, you
are welcome to extend your child’s learning on Wednesday
afternoons with activities of our child’s interest. These
include classes such as music, dance, art, and gymnastic
lessons, among others. For these Wednesday activities we
will transport your child for $10 a month on a Dallas County
School bus if you need transportation assistance. Your child
will enjoy an afternoon of learning and fun and be ready to
come home after you get off of work. Please visit our website
for information and reach out to any Community Partner to
begin this extended learning opportunity on Wednesdays.
Lastly, do not forget about the World Travel
opportunities - these travels will change lives! At Village
Tech we encourage all to explore and engage in cultures,
events, and activities beyond the state of Texas at least once.
- Robert Johansen, Assistant Superintendent

Are you a new parent who has never
experienced our Forge? Or perhaps you
know of someone who has been wanting
to see where your kids attend school?
Well now is the time!
Thursdays from 3:00-4:00 PM
Fridays from 9:00-10:00 AM
Student Led Tours happen every
Thursday and Friday at Village Tech! If
you are interested in scheduling a
campus tour, please call our front office
or email Kristy Quinn at
kquinn@villagetechschools.org. Tours
are an incredible way to experience our
educational mission in action!

Reminder: Student Lunch
Money is due daily!

The “Mark of Science”

Dive-In Movies (Parent’s Night Out)
$5 for 2 Movies!
Big Tech Cafeteria
6:00 - 10:00 PM

Friday, October 7- Finding Nemo & Bolt
Friday, October 21 - Kung Fu Panda 3 & Zootopia
Friday, October 28 - Hotel Transylvania & Paranorman
*Includes chips/water
$1/ticket purchases available toward concessions

“Conservation concerns about animals
may not be top of mind for most
teenagers, but the ninth graders at Village
Tech High School are far from typical.”
Check out the Dallas Zoo’s feature of
last year’s 9th Grade Design
Challenge here: bit.ly/DZVillageTech.

by Jamie Long, 4th Grade Science Teacher

Kids love science; kids also love making a mess as they investigate! From exploring the creek, tinkering
with circuits, gears, and magnets, to mixing materials that create substances like squishy putty, our
students enjoy discovering and being challenged to explore as a scientist! Throughout all the fun
investigations, our students know the importance of keeping each other and themselves safe! At Village
Tech, science teachers start the year training our students on how to conduct investigations using safe
methods and practices. Our students learn the importance of wearing protective gear such as aprons,
gloves and especially goggles to protect their eyes while heating substances or working with materials
that could splash into their face. They learn how to use the eyewash station in case of emergencies and
who to notify when they need help. Science
safety contracts are reviewed and sent home
to parents so we are all informed of
expectations during science investigations.
When conducting any new experiment,
Village Tech students are always expected to
identify what they need for safety before they
ever begin. The best part of science safety is
seeing kids celebrate the “mark of science”
left around their eyes after wearing their
safety goggles!
For more dates and information (including
updated athletic schedules) check the Main
Calendar on our website homepage.
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Mastery Based Grading

Student Led Conferences
October 11-14

Student Led Conferences (SLC) are a self-assessment for
students, and a way for parents to hear from their child what
they are learning and how they are developing this school
year.
Students will: 1). Lead the conference. 2). Self-assess their
learning throughout the school year. 3). Learn to
communicate their learning in sufficient detail and depth.
4). Prepare SLC with mock conferences and engage in warms
and cools to gain feedback for improvement.

The use of rubrics as a means of evaluating work is
a research-based method of helping students understand and
achieve expectations. In fact, beginning with the end in mind
is one of the 7 Habits Stephen Covey teaches as a life skill. By
showing students what they are trying to achieve - whether it
is solving a math problem, applying a social studies concept,
or dissecting an exemplary essay - students see the path they
will need to walk down in order to gain mastery.

Teachers will: 1). Make objectives clear to the students so
they can communicate their progress and help their family
understand standards being taught. 2). Communicate clear
expectations and guidelines of SLC. 3). Help prepare
students for their role. 4). Communicate details and
information on SLC with parents. 5). Create opportunities for
follow up with families.

Baker’s Cafe “Book Tasting”
Judging a book by it’s cover. We are all guilty of it. Our children are no
different. To be successful in the campus wide book challenge, it is necessary to allow
students a glimpse of different types of books - various genres, main characters of different
cultures, time periods and ethnicities. One of the greatest joys is discovering a new book to
fall in love with. In the spirit of discovering ourselves as wild readers, I recently held a
“Book Tasting” in my third grade ELA classroom. For one day I was no longer Mrs. Baker, I
was Chef Baker and I was serving up some tasty books. Gentle cafe music played in the
background, tables were set with tablecloths, plates and a pencil utensil.
At Cafe Baker the Chef hand picked around 45 books from our classroom
library to present in a tasting. These were books that for the first four weeks of school had
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by Lisa White,

HS English Teacher

Traditional grading shows an average of a
student's knowledge over time. By including grades from the
beginning of knowledge acquisition, students are actually
penalized for starting to learn! Instead, a rubric shows a
student the steps to learning a concept and allows the
knowledge to build in the way that the brain acquires new
knowledge (google Bloom's Taxonomy). The teacher can
support the student's learning and enter a grade that reflects
the highest level of mastery a student has achieved.
Village Tech believes that all students can learn.
From the most academically challenged student to the most
academically advanced student, the rubric builds knowledge
to the required level (mastery) and supports surpassing
mastery with the Exceeds Mastery column. Rubrics are a
tangible way of helping a student achieve their highest
potential. They provide a more accurate reflection of the level
of knowledge a student has obtained which gives parents
more precise insight into their child's learning.

by Rene Baker,

3rd Grade ELA Teacher

been flat out ignored- not a single person had checked them out. Chef Baker served each
student a book to “taste”, or read, for 5 minutes. Everyone then filled out their menu to tell
me a little about the book, give it a rating, determine the genre, judge the cover and finally
tell me if it was a book they would like to read more of. We repeated this for four different
“courses,” so each student could “taste” four new books that day. By the end of the day a
majority of these long ignored books had a wait list to check them out. Students were
excited and didn’t want to give them up. The kids learned a valuable lesson in Baker’s
Cafe about not judging a book by it’s cover, and to help further encourage that love
of reading, the Chef learned a little about her diners as well.

2016/2017

Travel Opportunities
International
Educational
Tours

Belize

Italy

March 2017
EFTours.com/1829837TT
Group Leader: Ms. Olmstead
Contact: bolmstead@villagetechschools.org

Summer 2017
Global Leadership Summit
Group Leader: Mrs. Quinn
Contact kquinn@villagetechschools.org

All About ECC
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by Brandi Olmstead,
ECC Campus Director

books and treat them with respect. The library dates will be set soon and notes will go
home with a permission slip stating when their class will visit the library.
PreK Children’s Theatre - October 7th, PreK will be presenting a Reader's Theatre on
Goldilocks and The Three Bears.

Phonics and Literacy Evaluations - ECC will soon begin the state Texas Primary Reading
Inventory (TPRI) testing. Grade levels Kinder-2nd will be completing this literacy
assessment. TPRI is a tool the teachers use to target individual phonic skills. Teachers use
this data to create and design differentiated instruction in order to meet their students
individual needs. TPRI is conducted 3 times a year and your child’s teacher will be
communicating the results of the assessment.
The Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) has been conducted in grades Kinder-2nd.
This reading assessment is a tool that helps teachers gage the reading level of the student.
Once the data is collected the teacher is able to individualize her small group instruction
using literature that is developmentally appropriate for every child. DRA occurs at least
once a month or more depending on the advancement of the student. Your child’s teacher
will be communicating your students reading level and more importantly your child will be
tracking their own progress in their data notebooks called , The Shield.
Math Assessments - In Mid-October, Kinder-2nd Grade will start a district hands-on math
assessment. The data from this assessment will allow the teachers to target student need in
large group and small instruction. The assessment that will be used is called TxAir and your
child’s teacher will share the results of the observations and the students will be tracking
their progress in their Shields.
Upcoming Field Trip - Kindergarten field trip to Country Critters to explore the science of
fall and learn about the life cycle of a pumpkin!
Library Visits - Village Tech has partnered with Zula B. Library in Cedar Hill to allow our
students opportunities to travel to the library, listen to storytelling and enrich their reading
and comprehension experiences. Just as importantly, they will learn how to check out

PreK has been working on building classroom community through special show and tell
times and learning about each other in many creative ways. A favorite has been presenting
their “All About Me” books they created with their families at home. Students have also
been playing games to learn classmates’ names and favorite things, and learning how to
be friends during centers and playtimes. PreK had a blast inviting their teddy bears to
school, and teaching their plush pets how to be successful students. They have also loved
learning about patterns and applying their knowledge of patterns to everyday life around
the school and at home. Even while waiting for the restroom, they’ve played games taking
turns and finding or creating patterns - one of my favorites was Squid, Octopus, Squid,
Octopus!
Kindergarten is celebrating Johnny Appleseed's' birthday by using our five senses to
explore the world of apples. Students will use their five senses by tasting different types of
apples and using adjectives to describe how the apple feels, tastes and compare and
contrast the difference between a cooked and uncooked apple. Using our math skills,
students will count and compare the apple seeds inside the apples. All information and
date gathered using our senses will finally be collected to create charts and graphs.
First Grade is moving along through our patriotism unit by learning about the American
symbols and American holidays. These students will soon be learning about historical
figures and their contributions to American history. In reading, we will continue to focus on
our comprehension skills and reading fluency. Our math focus is place value, the students
are practicing writing two digit numbers in expanded, written, and standard form.
Second Grade will be learning about spiders, bats and making connections to reading
texts and extending their comprehension by using anchor charts. We will be learning how
to become a safe scientist by identifying and utilizing science tools. In math we are
extending our knowledge of place value by learning how to use standard, written, and
expanded form on three and four digit numbers. Also, we are learning how to use a
number line as a tool to solve problems.

PARENT CONNECT

October 11th | 6:30-8:00pm | Cafeteria

On this Month’s Agenda:
• Action Team Sign-Ups
• and more!

Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month.
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Annie the Musical
by Isis Toldson, 11th Grade Student

Right alongside the National Anthem and McDonald’s,
Annie the Musical is one of those classic things that is undeniably
American. Still, just as many Americans may hum during some
parts of our nation’s theme song and most people don’t know the
McDonald's menu by heart, I can only assume many people
reading this don’t know Annie as well as say, Elizabeth Podany, the
director of Village Tech Schools’ production might. In her words,
“the story of Annie is a girl who is growing up in the 1930’s and she
is in an orphanage. At the time the economy was horrible and
orphanages were really high in population. It kind of just follows
her adventure. The story is actually based off of the newspaper
comic strip called ‘Little Orphan Annie’. Eventually people just
became so in love with the storyline that it then became a
broadway play and then a movie.”
After talking with Mrs. Podany, I did a little research.
“Little Orphan Annie” got her name from a poem written in 1885.
The beloved character made her debut as a New York Daily News
comic strip in 1924, but became especially popular in 1937 in the
midst of The Great Depression. It followed the story of a red haired,
leap-year born girl who was adopted by Mr. Warbucks, a man with
money at his fingertips. There are many major differences in the
propaganda filled strip (for one, in a version Mr. Warbucks dies and
Annie is forced back into the orphanage), but much of the tale is
constant in every version of the story, from the children’s book to
the Broadway play.
Annie is a beautiful story even the most seasoned
drama students take care to portray as amazingly as the original—a
daunting task for a small school that’s never done a musical before.
Oddly enough, that doesn’t seem to worry anyone, in fact most of

the cast and production team are taking the challenge head on.
When asked about the casts attitude during all of this, Megan
Gerhart, who will be playing Mrs. Greer, said “I’m not nervous yet, I
know I will be, but not yet. Everyone’s just really excited.” Not even
Mrs. Podany seems to be worried, regardless of how big this project
is. Alejandra Balbuena, who is playing the character Lily, assured
me that her “biggest worry isn’t really for the whole musical, but for
[her] character because she is so larger than life, and [she] wants to
make sure that [she] does justice to how dramatic Lily is.”
It seems everyone has utmost trust in this production. I
would too if I was going to be in a play with not only phenomenal
young actors, but also the cutest dog in the world starring as Sandy,
the lovable pup from the original story. It may not be such a hard
knock life after all. Still, though most of Village Tech and the
community will not be on stage, they are asked to be in the
audience to support the show on it’s opening night, March 3rd; but
even if you can’t make it, there are several other ways to support
the production. Lights, props, talents, and maybe even some
smiles; after all, you’re never fully dressed without one.

Annie cast at the very first rehearsal.

Just Trash or Tools for Math?
What some may consider trash could be the perfect tool for teaching math.
Our 7th grade students are beginning a study on rates and unit rates in
math class. To help recognize the difference between the concepts of rates
and unit rates, students spent time reading grocery sales from newspapers
and ads. By studying these sales, students were given real life opportunities
to identify if the individual prices in the ads were rates or unit rates. Once the
student determined the category each sale fit within, they collected their
examples of both rates and unit rates in their journals. By applying their
math knowledge into something everyday—a grocery sale—students
were able to both better understand new math concepts and be
reminded that math is everywhere, even in the ad section of your local
newspaper.

Meet Sandy!
Thanks to dedicated community partners from TriCity Animal Shelter we have found our Sandy for
the Village Tech Musical Theater program's
production of Annie. Meet "Sandy", yes that's his
real name. Sandy was a stray who was found in
Cedar Hill and held at the animal shelter for
nearly a month. They called to let us know they
have found the ideal guy for the production - and
boy did they ever! Sandy is an extremely sweet
and well behaved young man. He LOVES children
and LOVES to be loved.
Welcome to the Village family, Sandy!

Other than being a tail-wagging cutie, as
an added bonus the lead pup also goes
by “Sandy” in real life.

Athletic Community

Our 2016-17 athletic year is off to a fun and successful beginning! As
we encourage all students in our Village Tech family to become grow
and become leaders, we believe that athletic teams are one great place
for students to learn teamwork, practice leadership and strive toward
positive goals.
Volunteer Coaches are extremely valuable to us, they allow Village
Tech to offer more sports teams to students and grade levels. If you
have any interest in coaching a VT team, please reach out to Coach
Spencer at vspencer@villagetechschools.org.
Parents, if you are interested in joining the Athletic Boosters Club,
please contact Coach Spencer at vspencer@villagetechschools.org.
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Science Extravaganza Leagues & Crews
by Jamie Long, 5th Grade Science Teacher

On September 12th, The Zula B. Wylie Library
hosted the Science Extravaganza and dedication
of a new Outdoor Music & Discovery Garden for
the community. Cedar Hill families enjoyed a
night of science activities and demonstrations
from local organizations including the Cedar Hill
Fire Department Family Fire Safety House, the
Astronomy Lab from the Fort Worth Museum of
Science & History, and the Texas Parks and
Wildlife. Our own 8th grade science teacher,
Katherine Wickersham, shared her love for
science at the Extravaganza! Mrs. Wickersham
brought two Village Tech students, Payton
Easterling and Garrett Wynne, to help families

explore Newton’s Laws of Motion through the
use of straw rockets! Kids from our community
were encouraged to make small paper rockets
with pipettes and then launch them by blowing
through a straw. Using this hands-on activity,
Mrs. Wickersham explained the first law of
motion, “an object at rest will remain at rest
unless a force acts upon it.” Then the kids would
blow on their straws and the rocket would
launch. She then explained that the more force
applied, the higher the rocket will go (F= ma).
Paper rockets were flying all through the library
as science was being experienced by our
community!

by Kristy Quinn, Counselor & Director of Culture
As we say good-bye to summer and begin to adjust to the
season of fall, our students spent some time adjusting to
their Crews during September. Some faces familiar and some
new, students engaged in team building experiences. This
time allowed students to learn more about effective ways to
communicate and understand the cause of ineffective
communication and what it looks like. Ultimately, they had
experiential opportunities to build community and develop
awareness in social interactions.
Our students spend time once a week with their Crew leader
and students in varying grades levels. It is important for our
students to understand in life that we are a Crew, not
passengers. During this time students are encouraged to run
Crew, take ownership on campus-wide initiatives, and much
more—our students are encouraged to build community with
each other through awareness and service. This is a time for
them to Sharpen their Saw—learn more about who they are,
ways to be more effective in life, and plan and learn about
their future in college and careers. Fall is a time for slowing
down and gathering; our crews gathered and took time to
slow down each Monday afternoon and recharge themselves.
October Crew time will be spent learning about selfmanagement and responsible decision-making.

VTHS

by Schretta Stewart-Mays,
HS Campus Director

PSAT:
9th & 11th Grade
Wednesday, October 19

On October 19th, our 11th Graders will be taking the
PSAT/NMSQT and the 9th graders will be taking the PSAT.
The PSAT helps prepare students to take the college
entrance exams: the SAT and ACT. One great thing about
the this test, is that a high PSAT score can open the door to
National Merit Scholarships and other financial awards
toward college tuition and acceptance. With $180 million
in scholarships awarded to students who achieve high
scores on the PSAT, how your student performs on this
exam can help change the direction of your student’s
college planning in extremely positive ways. If you have
questions, please contact Schretta Mays at
smays@villagetechschools.org.

Shhh…The Book Whisperer is
in the Village by Julie Boane,
6th Grade ELA Teacher

Our English Language Arts teachers were
honored in September to have Donalyn Miller,
author of The Book Whisperer and Reading in The
Wild, present to them during a professional
development time. Ms. Miller is a guru in the
teaching world. Her knowledge and passion of
reading and the teaching of reading to elementary
and Middle School aged children has earned her
numerous awards and accolades. Ms. Miller’s book
The Book Whisperer was the spark for the Village
Tech Forty Book Challenge that many grade levels
are participating in this school year.

Ms. Miller’s advice to the VT teachers was
simple but powerful: “let kids read!” By presenting
evidence from studies revealing the most significant
way to improve student desire to read, improve
comprehension in reading and all content areas,
and to improve test scores, Miller showed our
campus the importance of letting kids READ! We tell
kids that the only way to get better in math is to
practice math, and the only way to improve in sports
is to practice sports. Ms. Miller says that the only
way to get better in reading is do authentic
reading, with authentic work to follow.
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North Texas Giving Day

This year on North Texas Giving
Day (NTGD) we raised $5,225!!
What an incredible day it was!
Thank you so much to all those
who supported Village Tech and
our drive towards a second
school van!
We continue to be amazed by all
the opportunities our VT Van has
brought our students in one
school year! Now we are excited
for the future of being able to
transport entire classes of
students by owning two school
vans.

Where has last year’s van taken VT?
- Group & Team Field Trips
- HS Community Partner Connections
- 1/2 Day Wednesday Student Programs
- Dallas Zoo Design Challenge
- VT & Dallas Zoo Summer Program
- Choir Trip to Dallas Summer Musicals
- Transportation between campuses
- and more!
Where can we go with two school vans?
- Entire Class Field Trips
- Class Library Visits
- Design Challenge Spark Experiences
- Career & Community Visits
- Staff Development & Training
- College Visits
- and beyond!

High School to University for a Day
Village Tech High School participated in the first Village Tech
University Day on September 22. On this school day, our
students were given the opportunity to tour universities all over
the metroplex. These visits are scheduled to help inspire our
students to reach for dreams and learn about real opportunities
that are out there - even in their own neighborhood. Village
Tech 9th grade students toured Southern Methodist University,
10th graders experienced Texas Christian University, and our
11th graders visited the University of North Texas and Texas
Women's University. These tours included unique experiences
such as a special tour of SMU’s Lyle School of Engineering. In
response to these visits, our students were inspired by the
diversity, culture of community and support, and drive for
creativity they found on these campuses. See what our students
had to say about their visits:

Village Tech High School

Alanis Villanueva (9th): “[SMU’s] innovation gym is a lot like our Forge and I really
like our Forge, it just lets you be really creative.”
Cuen Gorena (10th): “I thought the campus was beautiful and I really liked their
version of the Forge. Cedric James’ speech was extremely enlightening and I’ve
thought about it several times this past week.”
Natalia Furlong (11th): “When I went to UNT I thought it was a great school, they
have one of the best graphics design programs in the state and that is something I
want to study.”
Josh Herrera (11th): “I really liked the athletic opportunities at both UNT and TWU.”
Joshua Price (11th): “They made it seem that college is not too expensive because
there is help - they have scholarships and financial aid to get us there.”

Science Experiments
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by Adriane Fox, 6th Grade Science Teacher

Our 6th Grade year began with a
“BANG!” The students are currently
learning about chemical and physical
changes and the Periodic Table of
Elements. Through implementing many
different experiments into our science
time, our 6th graders are better able to
comprehend and remember what they are
learning in class. By creating and
observing “Alka-Rockets,” students
learned that sodium bicarbonate tablets
or, Alka Seltzers, create a chemical
reaction by releasing carbon dioxide. This
chemical reaction observed allowed
students to launch film canisters far up in
the sky and the students excitement in

setting off these small rockets by applying
their science was awesome! This year we
have also tested chemical changes by
performing an experiment that combines
white glue, shaving cream and eye contact
solution, to create a giant flubber - this
was a hit and reinforced their knowledge
of the properties of a chemical change.
Finally our Dry Ice experiment showed our
students an example of a physical change
through sublimation. All these
experiments are designed to be fun and a
valuable way for students to learn about
physical and chemical changes using
hands-on experiments.

In Math News

by Lori DeMoss, 3rd Grade Math Teacher
“Jade has 8 cookies. Mary has 5 more cookies than Jade. How many cookies
do the girls have altogether?” This is a sample math problem that our third
graders are learning how to solve. All our students are learning to use
Singapore Math style bar modeling and mental math to solve these and
harder math problems. The State of Texas calls bar models “strip models”.
The students’ first job is to retell the story without numbers, “Jade has some
cookies, but Mary has more cookies. How many do they have altogether?”
Then they use unifix cubes to make the bars for Jade and Mary. They learn to
start with Jade because her cookies are the constant that don’t change. As
they build Mary’s cookies they can see the comparison between the two
amounts as they add each cube. After several questions like this, the
students are more able to think abstractly. Our goal is to move the students
from the concrete models, to the pictorial, and finally to the abstract.

The following websites are a great resource to help you and your
child understand bar modeling, and gives lots of practice solving
word problems.
Thinking Blocks:
www.mathplayground.com/thinkingblocks.html
www.youtube.com/watch?v=6jVKeTVwFqw
Other websites to help your child with their math acquisition:
www.mathnook.com
www.coolmath-games.com
www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/maths/
www.mathplayground.com/games.html
www.multiplication.com/games/all-games

Jobs Alike

Student jobs that develop service and leadership

Students have the opportunity to lead on campus by
applying for one of the positions available.
Applications can be acquired from and then turned
back into completed to your teacher! More
information including available job positions will be
coming soon!
All applications are due by October 17, 2016.
A part of the Leader in Me Initiative.

CHARACTER | CHALLENGE | COMMUNITY
September 2016

Ink Blot
5/

LABOR DAY

9 / GRANDPARENTS DAY

No School

13 /

PARENT CONNECT

6:30 PM

22 /

NORTH TEXAS GIVING DAY

northtexasgivingday.org

College Spirit Day
Friday, September 2
Every first Friday of the month is College
Spirit Day at Village Tech! Encourage your
students to sport the gear of their favorite
College/University!

Annie Jr. Auditions
Casting Call for 3rd-11th Grade

Year Four at Village Tech
Welcome back to Village Tech's fourth year of
school! We are excited and ready for this big new year.
As you will see in this newsletter, many things have been
happening since day one. We want everyone to be
involved as much as possible and this newsletter helps us
communicate those important events and activities. The
goals for Village Tech are still big and will take time to
complete, but the smaller goals are being constantly met.
One big goal is a new campus - we are in the phase of
securing financing. There will be more information sent
to you this year on our progress with the construction. An
example of a small goal being completed is adding
additional parking spaces as we prepare for our 11th
grade student drivers. You will notice more small goals
being achieved and completed in our
communication. Another year goal is to raise enough
funds to purchase another VT Van. Details are coming
soon, hint.... CHOCOLATE!!!!

This year our organization chart expanded
some roles for school operations. As we continue to grow,
so does our organizational needs. The biggest change is
that Village Tech Schools, although one campus, has
three sections with a campus director heading each
section. The ECC (PreK-2nd) Campus Director is Brandi
Olmstead. The 3rd-7th Grade Campus Director is
Elizabeth Podany. And the high school Campus Director is
Schretta Stewart-Mays. Each are very qualified and ready
to serve you and your student(s). We added Coach Victor
Spencer to our campus to build more experience and
expertise in our PE classes and sports. Look for his
section in this newsletter.
Visit our website, www.villagetechschools.org,
and Facebook page often for further communication.
Recent legislation has limited the school phone calls for
information, so look for more emails and Remind101
communications this year.
- Robert Johansen, Assistant Superintendent

3rd-6th: Sept 2 @4:00-7:00pm*
7th-11th: Sept 6 @ 4:00-7:00pm*
*If needed, Call Backs will be
Sept 9 @ 4:00-6:00pm

Auditions forms are due Tuesday, August
30! If you have any questions, please
contact Mrs. Podany at
epodany@villagetechschools.org.
Annie Jr. Information: villagetechschools.org/
assets/annie-auditions-pdf.pdf

Audition Application: villagetechschools.org/
assets/audition-sheet-pdf.pdf

(villagetechschools.org/students.html)

Reminder: Student Lunch
Money is due daily!

X-Classes at VT

Grandparent/Mentor Day at VT
is Friday, September 9th!
ECC (PK-2) will be celebrating by having Breakfast
with Grandparents on Friday, September 9th in
their classrooms from 8:30-9:00 AM.
Big Tech (3-11) will be hosting Grandparents and
Mentors to experience VT and host Empathy Panels
to learn from our personal experts.
3rd-4th - 9:00-9:30 AM
5th-6th - 10:00-10:30 AM
7th-8th - 11:00-11:30 AM
9th-11th - 12:00-1:00 PM

“Conservation concerns about animals
may not be top of mind for most
teenagers, but the ninth graders at Village
Tech High School are far from typical.”
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(villagetechschools.org/x-classes.html)

At Village Tech, students have the opportunity to select elective courses based off student interest, faculty
talent, and unique experiences. These “X-Classes" can range from archery and role-playing games, to
robotics or magic. In fact, they can be about...almost anything.
In addition to the unique educational experiences that X-Classes provide, they also allow the students and
teachers from different grade levels the opportunity to interact and get to know each other; building
connections that will serve them in the years ahead. Some of the classes are taught by our teachers. Some
of the classes are taught by Village Tech High School students. Others are taught by parents or other adults
from the community that are subject matter experts.
X-Classes are held on Wednesday afternoon throughout the school year. Some of the classes last only 9
weeks, while others ask for a longer commitment of 18 weeks, or even possibly the entire school year.
Students will sign up for X-Classes online on Wednesday, August 31, during normal X-Class time.

Check out the Dallas Zoo’s feature of
last year’s 9th Grade Design
Challenge here: bit.ly/DZVillageTech.
For more dates and information (including
updated athletic schedules) check the Main
Calendar on our website homepage.
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ECC Adventures
Our ECC successfully completed their 1st week of school.
School safety is a high priority and our students mastered
safety by practicing classroom procedures, how to travel on the
decks, in the parking lot, and the cafeteria. Now that we have all
acquired our safety badges we are ready for a safe and
successful school year.
Learning and celebrations are already happening all around
our campus! PreK started the year with the journey of the
Gingerbread Man. They were able to learn directional skills by
following the Gingerbread Man's journey around our

by Brandi Olmstead,
PK-2 Campus Director

campus. Our Kindergarten classes celebrated learning their
color words by using the book Brown Bear Brown Bear by Eric
Carle and Bill Martin Jr. and having a Teddy Bear Parade around
the school. 1st Grade is excited about beginning a unit on
Patriotism which will lead into their first grade level challenge.
Soon these students will have the right to vote in class and
understand why this action is important. With a strong focus on
leadership, 2nd Grade will continue to develop their students
into successful campus leaders by designing classroom and
campus wide jobs. 2nd grade will practice leading our campus
in morning announcements and pledges.

Curriculum & Innovation at VT
1) How did we do? Academic Overview - Did you know all Texas public school districts,
campuses and charter schools are evaluated and assigned one of the following ratings:
• Met Standard
• Met Alternative Standard
• Not Rated
• Improvement Required
These ratings communicate how well a school performed, as measured by the State of
Texas Assessment or Academic Readiness (STAAR) tests. Village Tech Schools has received
the "Met Standard" rating which is the highest rating assigned by the Texas Education
Agency. We performed above the Index requirements and outperformed many area
Districts. Index 1 - The State = 60, Village Tech scored a 68. Index 2 - The State = 17,
Village Tech 37. Index 3 - The State = 30, Village Tech 31. Index 4 - The State = 21,
Village Tech 28. We recognize that this is just one measure and value many other aspects
of student performance such as Presentations of Learning (POL), Exhibitions of Learning
(EOL), Student-Led Conference (SLCs), and so much more!
2) Curriculum Programs - In the month of September, you will see many items coming
home with various education programs to help support your child's continued growth
while at home. These programs are just for your child, paid for by Village Tech. Look for
these log-ins and passwords.
3) Village Tech Community Theater - We have a new Village Tech Community Theater
program! This will be an after school group that will perform an entire production in the
Spring of 2017 under the direction of Elizabeth Podany. Audition information for Annie Jr.
is on Page 1 of this newsletter. The Theater Tech department will begin in September
under the direction of James-Ryan Cahalan. Theater Tech will focus on prop building, set
design, make up, costumes, lighting, and more.
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by Elizabeth Podany,

Curriculum & Innovation Director

4) Why do we have a half day Wednesday? Village Tech is designed around
collaboration. One of the ways we model and support collaboration is by building in
professional development and collaboration every Wednesday. Teachers, administrators,
community leaders, and sometimes students work together during this time to design
challenges, research best practices, model teach for one another, build relationships with
excellent teachers across the Village, and learn about ways to develop students and
provide excellent educational opportunities.
5) Weather - One of our favorite aspects of our campus is how often students get to walk
outside...clear their minds and breathe the fresh air. However....sometimes it's a little
chilly or a little rainy. We encourage students to always pack a small umbrella and a light
weight jacket.
6) Curriculum Leaders - Meet the Leaders. At Village Tech we value excellence in the
field of teaching. We believe that to best serve students we must provide them with great
teachers. In order to do this, we build teacher leaders. Some serve on committees, some
represent us in various conferences and workshops, and some work towards researching
our curriculum practices. If you ever have questions or want to learn more, please feel free
to reach out to any of these Curriculum Leaders.
Isabel Bramwell, PK-5 Reading & Phonics Daniela Barbaro, 6 - 11 Science
ibramwell@villagetechschools.org
dbarbaro@villagetechschools.org
Julie Boane, 6 - 7 Reading/PK - 6 Writing Lori DeMoss, PK - 5 Math
jboane@villagetechschools.org
ldemoss@villagetechschools.org
Lisa White, 7 - 11 Reading & Writing
lwhite@villagetechschools.org

Wes Basinger, 6 - 11 Math
wbasinger@villagetechschools.org

Jamie Long, PK - 5 Science
jlong@villagetechschools.org

2016/2017

Travel Opportunities
International
Educational
Tours

Belize

Italy

March 2017
EFTours.com/1829837TT
Group Leader: Ms. Olmstead
Contact: bolmstead@villagetechschools.org

Summer 2017
Global Leadership Summit
Group Leader: Mrs. Quinn
Contact kquinn@villagetechschools.org

Let the Egg Drop
A bag of supplies. A limited number of coupons for a limited number
tools. A clock counting down. And one simple challenge: do not
break the egg.
Welcome to the Forge, where in one morning teams of high school
students walk through a design challenge to successfully research, design
and build a structure that protects their egg from a two-story drop out of a

window. During Forge design time, students were found researching
methods online, cutting and constructing with cardboard, blowing
balloons, taping, tying string, hot gluing, and packing structures to
withstand the impact of the fall.
In the final test of design, 12 teams’ egg structures successfully survived
the drop! Welcome back to Forge and great job, 10th-11th graders!

Professionally 7th Grade
“Before we begin, does anyone have any resumes
or references they would like taken into
consideration?” Sound familiar? Possibly you
remember similar words spoken to a nervous
interview group, that included you, all hoping to
land a job.
“Why do you want this job?”
“What is your greatest weakness?”
“What is your best strength?”
“Why are you a good fit for this position?”
Building their professional experience, personal
leadership and technical writing skills, our 7th
grade students have been going through the steps
of every job seeker: job applications, resumes, job
references and group interviews. Entering the
interview, 7th graders were encouraged to treat
this experience seriously: dress professionally,
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introduce and shake the interviewers hand and be
thoughtful in your answers.
Seeking classroom positions of responsibility such as Ambassador, Message Carrier, and
Technology Monitor, among others - our students
have been learning the importance of professional
skills and being proactive. After the group
interview experience, the students were able to
reflect as a group to see where they excelled
throughout the process or have found areas for
improvement.
Imagine the professional competence and
confidence of these 7th grade students in a couple
years, interviewing for college, paying jobs and
full-time careers. Our students are definitely going
great places!

PARENT CONNECT

Sept 13th | 6:30-8:00pm | Cafeteria

On this Month’s Agenda:
• Action Team Sign-Ups
• and more!

Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month.
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VT Book Challenge
by Rene Baker, 3rd Grade ELA Teacher

This year every Squid in the Village between the
grades of second and eighth will be participating
in a book challenge. Each student is being
challenged to read a predetermined number of
books per their grade level.
This movement was inspired by Donalyn Miller’s
teachings and her book The Book Whisperer. “In a
nutshell, the 40 Book Challenge invites students
to read 40 books across different genres during
the school year,” states Ms. Miller. The challenge
is meant to inspire students to become life
long independent readers. There are no book
reports or time consuming assignments tied to
this challenge. We want the kids to learn to love
reading for the pure and simple joy of it.

To aide the students in finding their “just right
books” we will be taking trips to the Cedar Hill
library and our classroom libraries are stocked
with books ripe for the picking. We will be
allowing time each day in class for independent
reading time and ask that each child read for 20
minutes minimum each night at home.
To make this challenge even more exciting the 3-7
Campus Director, Elizabeth Podany, has agreed to
dye her hair PURPLE (well...Eggplant) if we are
successful in completing the challenge as a
campus! Your Village Tech teachers are passionate
about this movement, the kids are excited and we
hope you will join us in encouraging your
child(ren) to READ!

VT’s Home of
Tomorrow Update

Village Roots
In order to promote excellent vocabulary at
Village Tech, Squids across all grade levels will
be learning roots, prefixes and suffixes. If
students know the meanings of a few root and
affixes, they can expand their vocabulary by
thousands of words. By being able to identify
the meanings of roots and affixes, students at
VT will be able to decode and use context clues
to deduce the meanings of unfamiliar words.
Each week students in grade PreK-11 will be
learning a set root and affix. Ask your student
what words they are learning. Help them
identify new words that contain the roots and
affixes for the week. Discovering new words can
be a family affair.

Athletic Community
We are ready for a fun and successful athletic year at Village Tech. As we
encourage our students to become grow and become leaders, we
believe that sports are one great place for students to learn teamwork,
practice leadership and strive toward goals.
Volunteer Coaches are important to us, they allow Village Tech to offer
more sports teams to students and grade levels. If you have any
interest in coaching a VT team, please reach out to Coach Spencer at
vspencer@villagetechschools.org.

The first bank presentation to finance Phase 1 went well. Our financial advisors at First
Southwest were enthusiastic and have us scheduled for more presentations in the first
two weeks of September with banks and bond underwriters. We will communicate
progress on finalizing a financing deal as we are able. Phase 1 includes the site
development as well as the 3-12 building.
The next phases will be completed through a capital campaign. We are currently in the
planning and quiet phases - shhhh, don't tell anyone. This is a multi-year campaign
and there will be numerous opportunities to be involved. In the meantime, we have
classroom and campus fundraising efforts if you or friends or co-workers want to
contribute. In the classroom, we have teachers using DonorsChoose to fund design
challenges and other classroom experiences. At the campus level, North Texas Giving
Day and Chocolate Sales are just around the corner. VT needs a second van to keep our
students even more connected to community events and experiences.
We are also always on the lookout for experts who can support and extend student
learning experiences. These design challenge partners help bring the world beyond
school into our classrooms so students can apply their learning to real challenges.

Volunteers Needed:
- Coaches: Boys & Girls Soccer, Girls Basketball, MS Baseball
- Home Game Volunteers needed for Volleyball
Parents, if you are interested in joining the Athletic Boosters Club,
please contact Coach Spencer at vspencer@villagetechschools.org.
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STEM Around the World
by Jamie Long, 5th Grade Science Teacher

Jamie Long, VT 5th Grade Science Teacher, Presented
at the 5th Annual STEM Forum & Expo, hosted by
NSTA in Denver, Colorado: July 27–29, 2016.
STEM: Science Technology Engineering & Math What exactly does this mean for teachers and
students?
STEM is currently all the rage in education, and as an
educator I realized I wanted to understand what
STEM looks like in classrooms around the country.
This past January, I submitted a proposal to the
National Science Teachers Association STEM Forum &
Expo to share what we do at Village Tech through
Design Thinking Challenges and tinkering projects in
the classroom.
In my experience at Village Tech, we bring authentic
STEM experiences into the education through design
challenges rather than just ordering kits from science
catalogs that lead to all kids producing the same
predetermined product. I was selected by the expo to
present how we use “Design Thinking,” common

VTHS

building materials, and household tools to bring
authentic STEM challenges into class time.
At the expo, I presented to a room of over 80
individuals who were looking for inexpensive ways to
incorporate technology and engineering into the
classroom where science and math were already the
core of their lessons. They were given small
challenges such as designing a warning system for
the 3 Little Pigs to notify one another when the Big
Bad Wolf was nearby. The ideas generated in onehour were incredible and the discussions were deep
in content!

That’s incredible, do you know how lucky you are? I
would do anything if my administrators would let me
forge with my students!”
At the end of my presentation I gave away “Tinkering
Kits.” Shortly after Amy Schick, a teacher at Wyoming
STARBASE Academy in Cheyenne, WY, emailed me, “I
brought home a tinker kit from your workshop on
Friday. I had to force my nine year old twins to stop
tinkering and go to bed at 9:45pm that night. My son
spent five hours tinkering the next day! Thank you
for a wonderful session. I hope to you use it where I
teach .. But it already had a great impact on my kids!”

Attending this conference allowed me to hear from
other educators and industry leaders from around the
country who shared their ideas of STEM. I met people
from around the world - not just our country - who
share in my passion for authentic STEM education for
students.
While wearing my “Forge Awakens” shirt, a
gentleman asked me what it meant. When I
explained our FORGE, he said, “You have a forge?

by Schretta Stewart-Mays,
HS Campus Director

The new school year is now in full speed! In
High School this year, our acronym is E.A.T.
We expect High School students to:
E - Email (check emails at least 3 times a day)
A - Accountability (show up prepared and
ready to go each and every day)
T - Time (time management)
Parents, we know you want to be actively
involved in your son/daughters education so it
would be beneficial if you would remind your
son/daughter to do these things daily and
encourage them to purchase and keep up
with a personal planner for good study habits.
These actions will help them with their overall
student success!

Remember at VTHS, “We are Family!”

Squid Camp Kicks Off L&C’s

by Kristi Quinn, Director of Culture & Character Development

Our first week of the 2016-2017 school year was a
huge success! Our mantra this year, developed
during Ink Week, has become #ourtime #ouryear.
For our students, it has it's own meaning. Each year
they have the opportunity to learn more about
themselves and grow up a little more. At VT, we like
to help refocus our values and beliefs to our staff
and to the students. Squid Camp is a week to
reiterate those beliefs and values through
opportunities to learn more about what makes them
unique, how they can bring their strengths to a
group during team building, and to remember how
those strengths contribute to their surroundings in
the classroom, school, and the local community
around them.

I had the opportunity to visit many classrooms in all
grades levels at VT last week. In that time I saw
students engaged in personal strengths
assessments to appreciate more about who they are,
a mind maze where the whole class works toward
one goal and one victory, and storytelling to 3rd
graders to teach about feelings in a way that is
approachable and safe. Around campus I saw
students rediscovering the 7 Habits and discussing
how to improve their habits for effectiveness. Squid
Camp time the students participated was full of
highlight worthy moments! The best part is that our
students will continue to develop in these areas
during Leagues & Crew beginning this month.
After all, this is our time, and our year!
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North Texas Giving Day

North Texas Giving Day (NTGD) is a
one-day online giving event for
people in North Texas to come
together and raise money for local
nonprofits. Last year on NTGD, Village
Tech was able to raise a VT NTGD
record of $7,910 to help purchase the
VT Van! As we take part this year, our
goal is to raise funds that allow VT to
become the proud owners of a
second school van. By owning two
school vans we will be able to better
connect our students and entire
classes to their community.

We are amazed by all the places our
VT Van has taken us in one school
year! Now we are excited for the
future of being able to transport entire
classes of students by owning two
school vans.
Where has last year’s van taken VT?
- Group & Team Field Trips
- HS Community Partner Connections
- 1/2 Day Wednesday Student Programs
- Dallas Zoo Design Challenge
- VT & Dallas Zoo Summer Program
- Choir Trip to Dallas Summer Musicals
- Transportation between campuses
- and more!

Where can we go with two school vans?
- Entire Class Field Trips
- Class Library Visits
- Design Challenge Spark Experiences
- Career & Community Visits
- Staff Development & Training
- College Visits
- and beyond!

When? Thursday, September 22nd from
6:00 AM - Midnight.
How? To support Village Tech, go online
and visit northtexasgivingday.org.
Then, help our cause by sharing posts on
Facebook throughout the day to engage
others to get involved!

#OurTime #OurYear
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by David Williams, CEO/Superintendent

With week 1 under our belt, we are off and running to what will be an
outstanding school year. We now span 12 grade levels - PK through
11th. We are bookended by the class of 2018 and the class of 2030. By
the time our prekindergarten students graduate, I will be in my 50’s.
I’m not entirely sure how I feel about that, but Father Time shows little
consideration for any opinions about our ages.
Five years ago, we set out to re-imagine and transform public
education. I can count those years in the lines on my face, most of
them from moments of joy - smiling and beaming with pride for our
teachers and our students. Some of them are permanently etched from
the summer of 2013, a 45 day building project, and two weeks of pick
up lines at dismissal that made every parent and staff member
question our decision to launch a charter school.
Today, we are transforming education by serving students
through great teachers working together to cultivate character,
design real challenges and establish authentic community. The
future is a shape-shifter. Students who learn who they are, learn things
that last and learn they belong will be the ones best equipped to adapt
and flex and thrive in the years ahead.
We believe in serving students through great teachers because of our
experience and the research on the subject. The single greatest
influence on student achievement is the quality of teacher in the
classroom. In addition, the original founding team was comprised of
multiple campus and district teachers of the year as well as a Region
10 teacher of the year. We could see the impact we had on students’
lives day in and day out in the classroom. And now, years after starting
our careers, we see students going to colleges and universities,
graduating, and giving back to their communities and sending us
emails and Facebook messages to thank us for what we poured into
their lives. We want that experience for all teachers and students.

Village Tech could have hedged its bets on curriculum packages or
computer programs or catch phrases, but we didn’t. Instead, we took a
page out of Margaret Mead’s book and did not “doubt that a small
group of thoughtful, committed citizens could change the world [of
education]. Indeed it’s the only thing that ever has.” Work worth doing
always starts with people willing to think and make and create a better
idea and a better future.
At all grades, students learn who they are and what they are made of
(character), through personality assessments, strengths assessments
and leadership training. Through the 7 Habits of Highly Effective
People, our students develop the traits necessary to develop
independence and interdependence, the ability to work towards a
common goal with others. In addition, they practice habits for socialemotional health and well-being. Today, colleges and universities are
seeing more incredible academic resumes than ever before but are
hiring more social workers, counselors and psychologists to address
the rising mental health issues of college freshmen who are struggling
to cope with the independence and demands of college life.
When I look at my own children’s experience at Village Tech, I see them
growing into a confident and competent young man and young
woman, respectively, where their school is playing a major role in
developing those traits. Since education is happening for them and
with them, they see themselves as active participants in their
learning process and look forward to each day in the Village. My
wife and I can take credit for a number of their positive traits, but when
they are complimented on their professionalism, poise, speaking
ability, handshakes, and eye contact, I have to give credit to the Village,
not to our home.

Today, we are transforming education
by serving students through great
teachers working together to cultivate
character, design real challenges and
establish authentic community.
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Students also learn things that last through integrated design
challenges where their core academic classes are combined with
technical skills developed in the Forge and applied to the world
beyond school. Design thinking is a way of life at Village Tech.
Through six distinct mindsets, we are able to think through
problems more clearly, develop empathy for those around us,
ideate through multiple ideas and test and create our solutions.
This is what it means to think critically and creatively. Our students
have designed dog parks with TriCity Animal Shelter, created art
installations for the Dallas Zoo, constructed full scale trebuchets and
launched cantaloupes on the last day of school, produced a
recruitment video for mobile design firm, Bottle Rocket, participated
in the TECH Truck ribbon cutting at the Perot museum, and hosted a
holiday marketplace to raise money for a local charity and for a grade
level field trip - just to name a few.

Our high school students are prepared further for college/university,
career and civic success through:
- AP/Dual Credit
- Junior Level Internships with area businesses
- Senior Odyssey - an end of high school capstone design challenge
- College/University Visits
- Service Learning
- International Travel Opportunities
- Distinguished High School Diplomas
These are in addition to the daily VT experiences where students
work in collaborative teams, solving real problems for real audiences
using real tools found in our Forge. And while this may sound
strange, one of the best parts is that these things are really
happening. Five years ago, these activities were part of a vision and a

promise to families. Today, these are tangible, concrete experiences
our students have each day at Village Tech.
And this Village, is a living, breathing community of learners.
From student to teacher to parent, there is something special to
this community. One of our five beliefs is for teachers to build
genuine relationships with students. Whether it’s Leagues and
Crews, XClasses, traveling to London or Shanghai, or it’s all hands on
deck preparing for our exhibition of learning, Forge On (or quite
literally all hands on deck scraping off ice and snow), our community
is something we nurture and grow with intention and effort. One
parent told a story of how her child described the past 10 years of
school as “10 years of torture,” but in just three months at Village
Tech, this child felt they were accepted for who they were and had
freedom to be themselves. In this freedom, comes the
opportunity to learn and grow and train together to be prepared
for life after high school.
With just three years under our belt, I am proud of what we have
accomplished so far. But we are not finished. We have a class to
graduate and a building to build and beyond that, an education
system to transform. We do all of these things by serving one
student at a time, one great teacher at a time with character, through
challenges and in community.

#ourtime
#ouryear

CHARACTER | CHALLENGE | COMMUNITY
Find the entire school calendar here:
villagetechschools.org/calendar.html

August 2016

Ink Blot

BACK TO SCHOOL

5/

FISH CAMP

6:30 - 8:00 PM

15 / MEET THE TEACHER

22/

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

In-N-Out Burger Night

9/5 / LABOR DAY
No School

Meet the Teacher &
In-N-Out Cookout
Monday, August 15
ECC Gym (535 S Clark Rd)
PreK-2nd - 5:30-6:30 PM
3rd-5th - 6:30 - 7:30 PM
6th-8th - 7:30-8:30 PM
High School @ Big Tech (6-8 PM)

WELCOME BACK SQUIDS!
Welcome back to the 2016-2017 school year! I
hope you have had some time during the summer
break to have fun and gather with family and loved
ones. If not, there are still a few weeks left to
schedule that in before kids are gone to school. Yes,
school starts Monday, August 22nd.
I want to welcome you back to Village Tech for a
new year. Our staff has been working during the
summer to provide a fresh start. The same as every
year, we have a few new additions to our
staff. Please make them feel welcomed as you meet
them. Newsworthy also is that our first graduates
(2017-2018 Graduating Class) of Village Tech will
begin their Junior (11th grade) year. They are
getting closer to that big day! This class has opened
up a new grade level every year for us starting in 8th

grade. Just one more grade level to open up after
this year. These students will continue to lead our
school into new, amazing directions as they prepare
themselves for college, career and civic success.
Village Tech begins implementation of our dual
credit program this year with a great start. The Cedar
Valley College team was very pleased to see many
students pass the entrance exam on their first try,
which gives the students extra confidence as they
start their courses. There are many more examples
of what is fresh or new here at VT this year. Thank
you for being a part of our team. I look forward to
seeing you at the Parent Connect Meetings (2nd
Tuesday of the month), at the games, and at all the
other events throughout the year.
Robert Johansen, Executive Campus Director

Come meet your child’s teacher and join us
for dinner on Monday, August 15th,
between 5:30pm and 8:30pm, as
scheduled. The In-N-Out food truck will also
be on-site for Meet the Teacher Night. Meal
tickets are $5 and include a burger, chips,
and a drink. Kona Ice also will be at Big Tech
with the High School Meet the Teacher.

More information here:
villagetechschools.org/events.html.

Fish Camp - 9th Grade

6:30 - 8:00 PM on Friday, August 5
@ Village Tech (1010 E Parkerville Rd)
Fish Camp is an exciting way we welcome
our new class of 9th grade students into
High School and allow friendships to begin
forming before the first day of school.

For more information visit our Parent page:
villagetechschools.org/parents.html

An Inkling of Info

School Schedule
ECC Pre-K - 2nd
Drop-Off: 8:00 - 8:15
Breakfast: 7:45 - 8:10
Class Begins: 8:15
Pick-Up: 3:45 - 4:00
Wed. Pick-Up: 1:15 - 1:30

3rd - 8th

Drop-Off: 8:15 - 8:30
Breakfast: 8:00 - 8:20
Class Begins: 8:30
Pick-Up: 4:00 - 4:15
Wed. Pick-Up: 1:30 - 1:45

Tardies
“Put first things first, be on time.” Our office will take
record of morning and class tardies. Three tardies
equal one absence for a student. To makeup
unexcused absences and tardies, students will attend
Wednesday sessions.
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Car Tags

9th - 11th

Drop-Off: 8:45 - 9:00
Breakfast: 8:35 - 8:55
Study Hall: 8:00 - 8:55
Class Begins: 9:00
Pick-Up: 4:30 - 4:45
Wed. Pick-Up: 1:30 - 1:45

Don't you love seeing the VT car tags when
you're driving around town? We do too. We
especially love seeing them when your
students are being picked up. Car tags are
required to pickup your student(s). This is
important for the safety of our students. If you
are missing a car tag, you will be asked to
park, enter the front office and provide an ID
to pick up your student(s).

Lunch

Supply Lists

Breakfast and lunch times are very important to us in
the Village, this is why we ask all parents to fill out and
turn in a lunch application for their student(s):
villagetechschools.org/assets/lunch-application.pdf.

Check out all grade level supply lists on our
website here: villagetechschools.org/parents.html.

Also learn more about our amazing food provider,
Revolution Foods, here: revolutionfoods.com.

Before & After Care
At Village Tech we offer options for Before Care, After Care, and 1/2 Day Wednesday Care for your
student(s) outside normal school hours. If you are interested please view the form on our website with all
pricing and information here: villagetechschools.org/assets/2016-17-before_after-care.pdf.

1/2 Day Wednesday
1/2 Day Wednesday will begin the first week of the school year. We have many returning and new
community partners for your student(s) on Wednesdays. The final list will be published and available by
end of Monday, August 8. When available, you will be able to find the 1/2 Day offerings list here:
villagetechschools.org/parents.html.

You can also purchase complete supply packs on
Amazon here: amzn.to/2aHaCBp

Late Fees
We ask you to promptly drop off and pick up your
student(s) to respect the time of our staff. Because
there is no supervision for students who are on
campus during unscheduled times, we are
required to charge late fees to pay our teachers for
their extended time.

$10 fee if dropped off before 7:45 AM - ECC
$10 fee if dropped off before 8:00 AM
$20 fee if picked up after 4:45 PM

the piazza
Meet “the piazza.” This official Village Tech blog is run by our Superintendent and CEO, David Williams. Here
you will read more about our beliefs in education, the heart behind Village Tech and the passion we hold for
our mission. Check out the piazza here: villagetechschools.wordpress.com.

For more information visit our Parent page:
villagetechschools.org/parents.html

An Inkling of Info
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Stay up-to-date by regularly checking our website: villagetechschools.org.

Dress Code
Whether it's expressing your personality, working with paint in the
Forge or dressed to the nines for a presentation, our dress and grooming
policy is designed to respect the appropriate clothing for the experience at
hand. Dress and grooming at Village Tech should demonstrate modesty,
respect and safety.

not being modest, respectful, or safe, the student will remain in class for
that day with the expectation of not repeating the offense, or with a more
severe violation, remain in the office until a change of clothes can be
brought to the school (unexcused absence from class). Read more in the
Student Handbook online.

The Campus Director has the final discretion to determine if
expectations are met with the Dress and Grooming Policy. If in violation of

Note: Jeans with holes do not meet the dress and grooming standard.

Tryouts

Athletics
All Parent Athletic Meeting August 25th at 6:00 PM
Big Tech Cafeteria

Coaches Meeting August 11th at 7:00 PM
Big Tech Cafeteria

Varsity Volleyball Tryouts August 15th & 18th from 5:00 - 6:30 PM
Duncanville Fieldhouse (1700 S Main St, Duncanville, TX)

Find the 2016-17 Athletic Handbook online soon here: villagetechschools.org/athletics.html.
Find the entire school calendar here: villagetechschools.org/calendar.html.

Home of Tomorrow
PERMANENT CAMPUS UPDATE

VT's Home of Tomorrow is a
beautiful 14.2 acres west of
downtown Cedar Hill. You may have
seen the sign just under the radio
towers at 100 Carrell St. We have
completed our building design with
WRA architects, hired our
construction team over at Northstar
Builders, and completed our credit
package with First Southwest
financial services. The next step is to
secure $20 million in financing that
will allow us to build out the site
and construct the 3-12 building.
Bank presentations are
scheduled in the month of August
and once financing is secured, we
will move full steam ahead with
construction documents, city

approvals and groundbreaking. We
will break ground in the 2016/2017
school year and I remain committed
to graduating our first class of
seniors from the new building. We
will not be able to begin the
2017/2018 school year at the
permanent facility, but are still
making plans for a move during the
school year. Despite the delay, we
push forward to create a beautiful
campus for our students and
community. While financing is a
significant first step, we will need to
rally together as a village to secure
donations to see the campus
through to completion.
David Williams
CEO/Superintendent

(http://villagetechschools.org/our-future.html)

Social Media

“Follow” us on Twitter
@Village_Tech
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“Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/VillageTechSchools
To make sure you never miss a post or
announcement, follow these steps after
you “like” our Facebook page:
1. “Click the RSS button
2. Select to “See First” VT’s post
3. Turn Notifications “All On”
4. Like, Comment and Share!

Parent Connection
At Village Tech we continue to reinforce building character by
understanding ourselves well. We help our students know their
strengths and to build on them. Our teachers aim to treat each child as
an individual and respect their natural interest. How can parents
support those in their children's lives to do the same?
Teachers do want to know what motivates kids and what works best for them—it makes their jobs easier and
more satisfying. Ask yourself how, as a parent, you can best use your strengths to create a partnership with
teachers and other adults. Let them know what has worked best at home and in other situations. Provide insight
into your child's talents (strengths). Be positive and supportive. Get involved in school and other activities. Don't
forget to take note of the talents that other teachers and adults use that make a difference. Noticing everyone's
natural gifts will go a long way toward initiating a strengths-based environment.
Culture and Character Development and Counseling Services (http://villagetechschools.org/counseling.html)

2017

Travel Opportunities
International
Educational
Tours

Belize

Italy

March 2017
EFTours.com/1829837TT
Group Leader: Ms. Olmstead
Contact: bolmstead@villagetechschools.org

Summer 2017
Global Leadership Summit
Group Leader: Mrs. Quinn
Contact kquinn@villagetechschools.org

Find your answers first
Stay up-to-date by regularly checking our
website: villagetechschools.org.

Parents Page

The New Website

villagetechschools.org/parents.html

Here you will find…
•
•
•
•
•
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Lunch Menu
School Schedule
Pick-Up & Drop-Off
1/2 Day Wednesday
Before Care & After Care

News & Events Page

Subpages:
• Dress-Code
• Grading
• Supply Lists
• Student Handbook
• and more!

Parent Connect
Athletics
Counseling
Special Services

villagetechschools.org/news---events.html

Here you will find…

• School Calendar
• Schools Events
• Monthly Newsletters

•
•
•
•

Subpages:
• Newsflash
• Announcements

Normal
News

• Events
• Village News
• Calendar

NEWS

Vital News or
Announcement
Ex. Weather, Closings

PARENT CONNECT September 13th | 6:30-8:00pm | Cafeteria
On this Month’s Agenda:
• Welcome to Parent Connect
• Action Team Sign-Ups

Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and
opportunity for making connections with other parents.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of
every month beginning in September.
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Stay In Touch
3rd-10th Grade Campus (Big Tech)
1010 East Parkerville Road
Cedar Hill, Texas 75104
469.454.4441
Fax: 469.454.4442

Campus Contact List

Early Childhood Center (ECC)
535 South Clark Road
Cedar Hill, Texas 75104
469.454.4463

villagetechschools.org/contact-list.html

Robert Johansen, Executive Campus Director
rjohansen@villagetechschools.org

NeeNee Williams, Front Office
nwilliams@villagetechschools.org

Brandi Olmstead, PK-2 Campus Director
bolmstead@villagetechschools.org

Sylvia Gonzalez, Student Services Coordinator
sgonzalez@villagetechschools.org

Elizabeth Podany, 3-7 Campus Director,
Curriculum & Innovation Director
epodany@villagetechschools.org

Dorcia Crawford, Registration
dcrawford@villagetechschools.org

Schretta Mays, 8-12 Campus Director,
HS Academic Advisor
smays@villagetechschools.org
Justin Robinson, Forge Director
jrobinson@villagetechschools.org

Kristy Quinn, Director of Culture & Character
Development, Counseloring
kquinn@villagetechschools.org
Yolanda Lacy, Special Services Coordinator
ylacy@villagetechschools.org
Victor Spencer, Athletic Coordinator
vspencer@villagetechschools.org

Team Leads for Grade Level
ECC Lead Support - Cynthia De La Cruz
cdelacruz@villagetechschools.org

Second - Amber Rhoden
arhoden@villagetechschools.org

Sixth - Julie Boane
jboane@villagetechschools.org

Pre-K - Kristi North
knorth@villagetechschools.org

Third - Lori DeMoss
ldemoss@villagetechschools.org

Seventh - Terri Meek
tmeek@villagetechschools.org

Kinder - Amy Weatherford
aweatherford@villagetechschools.org

Fourth - Jamie Long
jlong@villagetechschools.org

Eighth - Adrian Arista
aarista@villagetechschools.org

First - Emily Yetts
eyetts@villagetechschools.org

Fifth - Jeri Fry
jfry@villagetechschools.org

HS - Lisa White
lwhite@villagetechschools.org

Our teachers are busy attending professional
development trainings and workshops preparing for
the new school year. Check out some photos below!

Staff Ink Week

“We invest in our teachers because they invest in our students.”
At Village Tech we strongly believe that a great teacher has the most potential to
impact and inspire the life of a student. Because this belief is at our core, we invest in
our teachers with opportunities for trainings and professional development that
continue to build and encourage who they are as a professional. “This is our parallel
practice, if it is good for our teachers then it is good for our students,” describes Liz
Podany, our Director of Curriculum & Innovation. “We invest in our teachers because
they invest in our students.”
In these final weeks before the first day of school, our Forge is buzzing with new and
returning teachers and staff engaging new methods and practices to implement into
their classroom. “We teach but we always have room to grow,” Isabel Bramwell, VT’s
Reading Specialist, explains while attending the two-day Kagan training, an
additional teacher session before staff development begins. “Training develops our
skills, increases the tools that we have in our tool belt, and it’s great learning
together,” motioning to the other teachers and staff throughout the Forge.
To summarize in the words of Podany, “the difference of a good teacher is the
quality of their development, so we believe in always continuing to develop the
skill of our teachers.”
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Training & Development
INVESTING IN OUR STUDENTS BY
INVESTING IN OUR TEACHERS

