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Letter from your Principal
Dear Students:
The Victoria Soto High School Course Catalog has been prepared to help you plan
your educational journey through high school. The academic strength of the
curriculum and diversity of curricular offerings is designed to prepare students for all
post-secondary options. The options will allow you to individualize your course of
study and to meet your needs and unique interests.
The Course Catalog describes course offerings as well as outlines graduation
requirements, credits, grades, weighted grades, Advanced Placement courses and
special programs. Please use this resource with your parent, advisor and counselor in
order to make informed decisions about your future.
The staff of Soto High School are prepared to assist you to make the most of your
opportunities. Our goal is to provide you with positive, involved and encouraging
support in order to make your high school experience successful.
Sincerely,

Kelly Smith

Program of Study
HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF STUDY
Acero High Schools offer students an engaging and innovative course of study in all content areas, addressing
standards and instructional requirements as determined by the State of IL. Acero Schools believe that our
students have boundless potential and our academic program is designed to maximize their future scholarship,
professional opportunity and citizenship. We are guided by the following statements of educational philosophy:
Content of Courses





Learning is enhanced when content is placed in a meaningful context and is connected to other subject
areas, students’ lived experience and prior knowledge
The entire curriculum will foster the development of skills and understanding of concepts which
students apply to problems
The entire curriculum will focus of students’ ability to communicate
Content will be selected to deepen and broaden students’ knowledge of themselves and their
communities

Teaching and Learning

·
·
·
·

The role of the teacher is to facilitate the development of students’ skills and knowledge creation
through the designing of dynamic and challenging learning experiences
The role of content area expertise is to model passionate engagement with a body of work and
intellectual tradition rather than to impart knowledge
Focus on thinking, reasoning and inquiry maximize learning
Instruction is personalized for each student using adaptive strategies informed by student performance
data

Graduation Requirements
Acero Schools believe that each student’s scholarship and academic development are unique. We believe that
students’ intellectual curiosity and interests should shape their path to graduation and guide their trajectory to
college and career. Our academic model offers flexibility and choice in earning the credits necessary for
graduation. Students and school leadership will jointly select courses from the course catalog that allow for the
development of each student’s individual scholarship and meet the graduation requirements below:
4.0 Mathematics
6.0 English Language Arts
3.0 Science
3.0 Social Studies

4.0 Physical Education
2.0 Fine or Performing Arts
2.0 World Language
8.0 Elective
32 Total

Course Selection
The example schedule below demonstrates a four year, college preparatory course of study that meets instructional
requirements through the Acero core curriculum (in black) and meets graduation requirements through selection of
electives (in red) reflecting student preference.
Course availability is determined by student interest (reflected by student surveys), teacher availability and the constraints
of individual student’s needs. Schedules will be discerned by students, parents and counseling staff. While final authority
and responsibility for scheduling rests with school leadership, consideration will be given to student’s preference and
future goals.

Semester

English
Language
Arts

9th Grade

10th Grade

11th Grade

12th Grade

1

1

1

1

2

English I

English II

English III

Composition

Oral and Written
Communication

Drama

Intro to Art

Studio Art

Geometry

Algebra II Trigonometry

Fine and
Performing
Arts
Mathematics

2

Algebra I

2

2

English IV

Afro
American
Literature

Senior Seminar

Pre-Calculus
Personal
Finance

Physical
Education

Physical Education I

Driver's
Education

Science

Biology

Chemistry

Social
Studies

World History

Team
Sports

(Athletics
Participation
Waiver)*

Yoga

(Athletics
Participation
Waiver)*

Outdoor
Education

Physics

U.S. History

Civics

Economics

Chicano
Studies

World
Language

Intermediate
Spanish

Advanced Spanish

AP Spanish Language

AP Spanish Lit

Physical Education Waiver for Athletics Participation*
The Illinois State Board of Education requires daily physical activity as an important part of every student’s school
experience. Eligible students can meet this requirement through involvement in official Acero athletics programs, and be

granted a waiver for the semester of their participation. Students will be granted no more than 4 athletics participation
waivers over the course of their high school education.
Advanced Courses of Study
Acero schools offer eligible students rigorous, college-level courses of study in the form of AP (Advanced Placement) and
Dual Enrollment classes. Eligibility is dependent upon pre-qualifying performance data drawn from PSAT/NMSQT,
successful completion of prerequisite classes and the recommendation of instructional leadership. Successful completion
of coursework and final exams will be recognized by most colleges and universities for 1 - 3 semesters of credit.

Course Offerings

Mathematics
Algebra I
Open to: 9th Grade
Prerequisite: N/A
1 Credit
Algebra 1 introduces the student to algebraic thinking through expressions, equations, formulas, quadratics, functions, inequalities and
their graphical representations. Curriculum is organized to address Common Core HS Math standards relating to Algebra, Functions,
Stats and Probability.
Real world application of algebraic concepts is emphasized. The student will explore and solve mathematical problems, think critically,
work cooperatively with other students and communicate mathematical ideas clearly.

Algebra I - Geometry
Open to: 9th, 10th Grade
Prerequisite: Algebra I or placement exam
1 Credit
Algebra 1 introduces the student to algebraic expressions, equations, formulas, quadratics, functions, inequalities and their graphical
representations as required by the Mathematics content standards. This class emphasizes critical thinking and problem solving using a
systematic approach. The student will develop logical explanations and proofs, break large problems into manageable sub-problems
and improve drawing and visualization skills while learning the properties of geometric figures. The student will also explore and solve
mathematical problems, think critically, work cooperatively with other students and communicate mathematical ideas clearly.

Geometry
Open to: 9th, 10th Grade
Prerequisite: Algebra I or placement exam
1 Credit
Geometry is designed to emphasize the study of the properties and applications of common geometric figures in two and three
dimensions. Students will apply critical thinking, inductive and deductive thinking in developing logical explanations and
proofs. Emphasis on real world application involves breaking large problems into manageable sub-problems, and improving drawing
and visualizing skills.

Algebra II/Trigonometry
Open to: 11th, 12th Grade

Prerequisite: Algebra I, Geometry
1 Credit
This course reviews and deepens understanding of Algebra concepts and covers the more advanced topics in Algebra 2 and
Trigonometry. Topics included are relations and functions, quadratic equations, exponents and radicals, complex numbers,
trigonometry, exponential and logarithmic course serves to prepare students for college entrance exams.

Honors Algebra II - Trigonometry
Open to: 11th, 12th Grade
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Geometry, Recommendation
1 Credit
As students learn the properties of advanced algebra, this class will emphasize critical thinking and problem solving, developing logical
explanations and proofs, breaking large problems into manageable sub-problems and improving drawing and visualizing skills. It will
also teach students to use a systematic approach when problem-solving. Material from Algebra I and Geometry is reviewed and
expanded.

Pre-Calculus
Open to: 12th Grade
Prerequisite: Algebra II
1 Credit
This course reviews and deepens understanding of Algebra concepts and covers the more advanced topics of Algebra 2 and
Trigonometry. Curriculum is organized to address Common Core HS standards relating to Algebra, Number and Quantity. Topics
included are relations and functions, quadratic equations, exponents and radicals, complex numbers, trigonometry, exponential and
logarithmic functions and conic sections.
Students will make conceptual connections between functions, probability and the real-world. This course is a necessary precursor to
College Algebra or Pre-Calc at the postsecondary level.

Science
Biology
Open to: 9th, 10th, 11th Grade
Prerequisite: N/A
1 Credit
Biology is a year-long course designed to represent a college preparatory science course, with learning objectives informed by College
Board and Next Generation Science standards. In biology, our studies focus on four “big ideas”: evolution, free energy, information
and systems. To this end, we will explore the hierarchy of life at all levels, from cells to organisms, populations to ecosystems. We will
engage in scientific reading and writing, laboratory investigation, data interpretation and academic discourse.

Environmental Science
Open to: 10th, 11th Grade
Prerequisite: Biology
1 Credit

Environmental science is a year-long college preparatory course with learning objectives informed by College Board standards. We will
explore the world around us, from living and nonliving resources to how human activity is shaping the Earth’s future. We will do this by
engaging in scientific reading and writing, laboratory investigation, data interpretation and academic discourse.
The following themes provide a foundation for the structure of this course:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Science as a process.
Energy conversions underlie all ecological processes.
The Earth itself is one interconnected system.
Humans alter natural systems.
Environmental problems have a cultural and social context.
Human survival depends on developing practices that will achieve sustainable systems.

Chemistry
Open to: 10th, 11th, 12th Grade
Prerequisite: Biology, Algebra I
1 Credit
Students explore the fundamental principles of chemistry which characterize the properties of matter and how it reacts. Inquiry
activities and traditional laboratory techniques and labs are used to obtain, organize and analyze data. Conclusions are developed
using both qualitative and quantitative procedures. Topics include, but are not limited to: experimental design, the scientific method,
measurement, atomic structure, electron configuration, the periodic table bonding, gas laws, properties of liquids and solids, solutions,
stoichiometry, reactions, kinetics, equilibrium, acids and bases, and nuclear chemistry.

Physics
Open to: 11th, 12th Grade
Prerequisite: Biology, Algebra II
1 Credit
This course focuses on the exploration of the physical sciences that make up the world around us. We will explore topics including
kinematics, sound, optics, energy, Newton’s Laws, planetary forces and electricity to answer real-world questions such as, “Why don’t
we fall off a roller coaster during the loop-the-loop?,” “How do satellites remain in orbit?”, and “How do people break glass with their
voice?” The format includes lecture/discussion, problem-solving and experimentation. The course is organized to address Next
Generation Science Standards.

Language Arts
English I
Open to: 9th Grade
Prerequisite: N/A
1 Credit
Students in English I will read a variety of texts, including novels, drama and informational. Using the anchor texts as a thematic
focus, this class will emphasize writing skills and address the Common Core Reading, Writing, Speaking & Listening Standards.
Students will learn to write well-supported responses, with a focus on argumentation.

English II
Open to: 10th, 11th Grade
Prerequisite: English I

1 Credit
English II is a project-based and reading-focused class, meant to be a continuation of the skills students began to develop in English I.
Students read in a variety of genres: novels, plays, and nonfiction texts. Various literary devices including allegory, irony, the role of
culture (fictional texts), rhetoric, POV and sourcing (informational texts) will be explored. In addition, students study academic
vocabulary (from Norman Webb’s Depth of Knowledge chart) during first semester and Greek/Latin roots during second semester.

English III
Open to: 11th, 12th Grade
Prerequisite: English II
1 Credit
Students in English III will read a variety of types of texts, including novels, drama, and informational. Students will practice creating
well-supported written responses to convey an analysis of the text. These analyses will be the basis for class discussions, as students
in English III become well-informed readers who contribute thoughtfully and meaningfully to collaborative conversations. Students will
read non-fiction materials about the historical and/or literary background of the text. Students in Honors English III will use additional
supplemental non-fiction materials in conjunction with the core text of the unit to inform class discussions and written analyses. The
course will improve students’ reading and writing skills in relation to the Common Core Standards, and in preparation for the SAT.

English IV
Open to: 12th Grade
Prerequisite: English III
1 Credit
In this course, students will be reading, discussing, and analyzing texts at the highest level to prepare them for college and beyond.
Students will interpret literature and writing analytically about great works of fiction and become more introspective and open-minded
citizens of the world, with a concerted focus of the nature of humanity and our relationship to society. Students will learn to discuss
deep issues from some of the great works of English Literature and be able to develop their own voice and ideas while reading, writing,
and speaking about novels. Skills practiced during the course are based on English Language Arts Common Core State Standards
(Reading, Writing, and Speaking/Listening) for 12th grade and College Readiness Standards for 12th grade English, Reading and
Writing.

Honors English II
Open to: 10th Grade
Prerequisite: English I, Recommendation
1 Credit
English II Honors is a reading-focused sophomore course, meant to further develop the skills of reading comprehension, use of
evidence, critical thinking, writing, and discussion. Students read in a variety of genres: novels, plays, short stories, poetry, and
nonfiction texts. Student discussion is a major focus of this class. Each unit culminates in some form of project, typically a written
essay. In addition, students study academic vocabulary (from Norman Webb’s Depth of Knowledge chart) during first semester and
SAT vocabulary during second semester. This Honors course features two student choice units (one fiction and one nonfiction) and a
greater number of supplemental materials (including nonfiction articles, poetry, and short stories).

Honors English III
Open to: 11th Grade
Prerequisite: English II, Recommendation
1 Credit
Our 11th grade English Honors course is designed to promote proficient and well-rounded readers, writers, grammarians, listeners,
speakers, researchers, and independent thinkers. Therefore, students will explore an assortment of texts that stimulate critical
thinking and utilize a variety of rhetorical strategies in order to develop their skills to succeed within multiple arenas. Additionally,
these skills will be necessary when performing on the SAT/ACT in reading, writing, and English. Honors courses work on College
Readiness Skills levels in the ranges of 20-23, 24 -27, and 28-32 in reading and writing, which build off one another throughout the

Honors English IV
Open to: 12th Grade
Prerequisite: English III, Recommendation
1 Credit
English IV Honors is a year-long required course that will enable students to become skilled readers of a wide range of literature,
including fiction and non-fiction works, essays, speeches, and poems. Students are expected to read and respond to a variety of
literature independently or individually. All facets of language arts (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) will be covered. Language
use (grammar and mechanics, sentence structure, rhetorical skills) will also be incorporated and applied.

Senior Seminar
Open to: 12th Grade
Prerequisite: English III
1 Credit
Senior Seminar's main objective is to help students design and execute a plan for their futures. Students will apply to various postsecondary options through this course, including four year colleges and universities. This course will cover pertinent information related
to the college process including FAFSA applications, scholarship applications, and college application supplementary essay writing.
Students will additionally learn the skills necessary to thrive in their post-secondary experience including: note taking, reading
analysis, discussion, and the research process. Further, students will glean career advice and training, working on resumes and
interview skills. Another cornerstone to this course is students' senior portfolio creation in which they will design a project that
represents a reflection of their time in high school as a bridge to their future pursuits.

Social Studies
World History: Modern World
Open to: 9th Grade
Prerequisite: N/A
1 Credit
In this course, students will explore how individuals throughout history have influenced change and sparked revolutions around the
world. Students will examine the Industrial Revolution and determine how it has impacted the products that we consume. The concept
of global colonization will also be analyzed, to better understand how it has helped shape the modern world. Students will
demonstrate their understanding through a project based curriculum. Throughout these projects they will practice selecting relevant
sources, choosing appropriate evidence, making argumentative claims and counterclaims, and creating oral and multimedia
presentations to demonstrate their learning.

U.S. History
Open to: 10th, 11th Grade
Prerequisite: World History
1 Credit
This course can include content from the pre-Columbian era to the present. The course focuses heavily on academic writing, research,
reading, text analysis, group work, and interpersonal communication skills. A special emphasis is placed on reviewing multiple
accounts of a given event.
The objectives and skills of the course that will be met, but not limited, to the following combination of National Common Core, Illinois
State, and College Readiness Standards.

Economics
Open to: 11th, 12th Grade
Prerequisite: U.S. History
1 Credit
This course introduces the basic tools of microeconomic (consumers, firms, markets) and macroeconomic (national production,
employment, monetary policy) analysis. Fundamental principles such as trade-offs, benefits of trade, supply and demand, market force
and the role of government will be addressed throughout. The course will be structured around the IL Social Studies Economics
Standards.

Chicano Studies
Open to: 11th, 12th Grade
Prerequisite: U.S. History
1 Credit
This course is an introductory study of the discipline of Chicana/o Studies. This course examines race, ethnicity and culture in the
Chicano/Latino community. Throughout the course, students will be reading and listening to Mexican memoirs, short stories, nonfiction
essays, articles, radio programs, podcasts, video clips, and investigative stories, among other texts—all to explore the history of the
Chicano people. This course is designed to align with the Next Generation Science Standards and Common Core standards.

Psychology
Open to: 11th, 12th Grade
Prerequisite: U.S. History
1 Credit
This course is an introductory study in the study of individual human behavior and experience. The purpose of this course is to
introduce the student to the content, terminology, methodology, and application of the discipline. This survey course contains an
introduction followed by four units based on the physiological, cognitive, behavioral, and affective domains of psychology. This elective
course stresses the application of academic content to the student’s life. This course is designed to align with the Next Generation
Science Standards and Common Core standards.

AP Psychology
Open to: 11th, 12th Grade
Prerequisite: U.S. History, PSAT Pre-qualification
1 Credit
This course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human
beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the
major subfields within psychology. The learning objectives, standards and sequence align with those set forth by the College Board.

World Language
Intro to Spanish
Open to: 9th, 10th, 11th Grade
Prerequisite: N/A
1 Credit
This year course is designed to develop and challenge students’ ability in speaking, reading, writing, listening, and culture development
in Spanish. This course offers Spanish-speaking students the opportunity to study Spanish formally in an academic. The course allows
students to reactivate the Spanish they have learned previously and develop if further, to learn more about their language and cultural
heritage, to acquire Spanish literacy skills, to develop or augment Spanish academic language skills, or to enhance career
opportunities.

Intermediated Spanish
Open to: 10th, 11th, 12th Grade
Prerequisite: Spanish 1 for Native Speakers
Students will explore several important aspects of various Latin American cultures through projects and mixed media. Topics vary
include Mesoamerican history of the Americas, Mexican revolution and independence and components of business to name a few.
There will also be a focus on improving grammar, spelling and the use of accents marks with the intent of helping students hone in on
their written skills. This course is designed to help students think critically and rationally through questions commonly seen in Latin
American culture and the Latino community in the United States.

Advanced Spanish
Open to: 10th, 11th, 12th Grade
Prerequisite: Intermediate Spanish
1 Credit
Advanced Spanish builds upon knowledge gained in Intermediate Spanish. This course will also reinforce skills learned in Spanish I:
listening, speaking, reading and writing. Emphasis will be placed on perfecting pronunciation, mastery of basic grammatical structures
and increased communicative proficiency. Students are also exposed to the past, future, conditional and subjunctive mood tenses.
Acquisition of functional vocabulary is expected.

AP Spanish Language
Open to: 10th, 11th Grade
Prerequisite: Advanced Spanish
1 Credit
This course follows the College Board AP Spanish Language and Culture guidelines, providing opportunities for students to demonstrate
and practice their abilities in Interpretive, Interpersonal and Presentational language activities in Spanish. The instructor will use
Spanish almost exclusively during the class and the student is encouraged to use Spanish as much as they can. All assessments must
be completed in Spanish. While practicing their language skills, the student will explore six course themes in order to form an
understanding of the Hispanic culture and compare and contrast those cultures to their own. Discussion of all course topics will be
conducted in Spanish, as required for this course.

Health and Physical Education
Health
Open to: 9th, 10th, 11th grades
Prerequisite: N/A
½ Credit
Throughout this course, students will receive accurate and up-to-date information on health issues so they can make decisions
regarding healthy behavior. Health Education addresses a variety of that may influence knowledge, attitudes and practices and should
eventually be reflected in our everyday living patterns. The student will study the health or wellness triangle to understand what it
means to live a balanced life. Topics Include: Communication, Stress, Study Skills, Time Management, Organization, Conflict
Resolution, Body Image, Eating Disorders, Dating/Relationships, ATOD, Human Sexuality, First Aid, and Nutrition.

Drivers Education
Open to: 10th, 11th Grade
Prerequisite: N/A
½ Credit
This course is designed to engage students in the classroom setting and introduce them to laws, strategies, hazards, and other
subjects related to driving and operating a vehicle safely. This is the classroom only portion of the state required Driver Education class
for obtaining a driver’s license.
Objectives:
· Understand and evaluate the “Rules of the Road”
· Create a driver controlled hazard PSA
· Determine the meanings of street signs
· Understand basic vehicle maintenance

Team Sports
Open to: 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th Grade
Prerequisite: N/A
½ Credit
This course is centered around developing in depth knowledge and skills that are required in Team Sports. Participation requires
individuals to work with others to achieve a common goal while enhancing one’s individual skills. Sports may be, but are not limited, to
soccer, basketball, flag football, ultimate Frisbee, badminton, floor hockey, volleyball, and pickleball. Students will work towards
mastering locomotor skills, achieving a high understanding of personal fitness, developing team building skills, and promoting healthy
life choice in alignment with Illinois standards and National standards.

Weight Training
Open to: 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th Grade
Prerequisite: N/A
½ Credit
The weight training course is designed to develop the mental, emotional, physical, and social aspects of living necessary for a happy
and productive life. Students are introduced to the basic fitness components and will progress to working on individual fitness plans in
the weight room. Emphasis in the program is placed on providing an opportunity to individual growth and success through goal setting.
This course is designed to align with the ISBE and NASPE learning standards.

Outdoor Education
Open to: 11th, 12th Grade
Prerequisite: N/A
½ Credit
This course focuses on basic skills for activity in the outdoors. Topics include practical outdoor knots, water treatment, map and
compass, sheltering strategies, outdoor emergencies and first aid, equipment and clothing, minimal impact techniques, and fire
building. Additional content includes introduction to First Aid and patient care in remote settings. Includes wound and infection
management, realigning fractures and dislocations, improvised splinting techniques, patient monitoring and long-term management
problems, and up-to-date information on medical emergencies.

Fine and Performing Arts
Art I
Open to: 9th, 10th Grade
Prerequisite: N/A
1 Credit
Art 1 is an introductory class and a prerequisite for the visual arts program. This course offers students comprehensive art experiences
with detailed explorations in the classics such as drawing, painting, 3D design and crafts. In addition to gaining confidence and
proficiency working with various media, students will learn about the history, analysis, and interpretation of art.

Studio Art
Open to: 10th, 11th, 12th Grade
Prerequisite: Intro to Art
1 Credit
Studio Art offers a comprehensive art experience with detailed explorations in painting, drawing, printing, 3D design and mixed media.
While gaining confidence and proficiency in various media, students will study the history, analysis and interpretation of art. This class
also focuses on portfolio development. Every artist will create work that displays an understanding of different techniques, catering to
their specific design interests and style. Projects further students’ understanding of career-based art forms in preparation for college.

Intro to Music
Open to: 9th, 10th Grade
Prerequisite: N/A
1 Credit
Intro to Music is designed to provide students with a basic knowledge of music theory, music history and performing skills using the
guitar and voice as the medium of learning. This music class will require students to work in groups on a weekly basis and help them
develop a collective ability to analyze music aurally, visually and critically. Participation in at least one semester performance and after
school rehearsal are a part of the course grade requirement.
Objective: Students will be able to discuss, analyze and interpret music as a means to foster creativity in the arts in a positive and
constructive learning community.

Choir
Open to: 10th, 11th, 12th Grade
Prerequisite: Intro to Music
1 Credit
This class is the entry-level choir for both male and female students interested in vocal music performance. The following musical skills
for ensemble singing will be stressed: proper breathing, proper vocal production, blend and balance, expansion of range, good
intonation, ear training, and sight-reading various styles of choral literature. Participation in various year-round performances, afterschool rehearsals and in-school activities are course requirements.
Objective:
To develop students’ vocal performance skills, music theory and music literacy. The class will highlight but is not limited to proper
singing posture, pitch, breath control, vocal blend, scales, sight singing, ear-training, diction and music terminology.

Concert Choir
Open to: 11th, 12th Grade
Prerequisite: Choir
1 Credit
This is the top performing choral ensemble with an emphasis on excellent ensemble singing and individual vocal development. A wide
variety of the finest and most difficult choral literature from all style periods will be performed. Only the most dedicated and serious
vocalists with advanced music skills and vocal maturity will be considered for membership. This is a college preparatory course,
designed to challenge our most experienced vocalists. Out-of-school rehearsals, performances, and activities are part of the course
grade requirements. Private voice lessons are strongly encouraged for all participants.
Objective: To develop students in advanced vocal performance skills, music theory, and music literacy. This is a college ready course
that will prepare students for college level performance opportunities.

Guitar Ensemble
Open to: 10th, 11th, 12th Grade
Prerequisite: Intro to Music
1 Credit
Guitar ensemble class is designed to provide students with an intermediate knowledge of music theory, music history and performing
skills using the guitar as the primary instrument. This course will require students to work in groups on a weekly basis to help them
analyze music aurally, visually and critically. A wide range of guitar repertoire will be used in performances as they become the core
application of the music learning process. Participation in various year-round performances, out-of-school rehearsals and in-school
activities are course requirements.
Objective: Students will be able to discuss, analyze and interpret music as a means to foster creativity in the arts in a positive and
constructive learning community. The class will highlight, but is not limited to: reading music, strumming patterns, scales, chords,
tuning the instrument and group performance.

Orchestra I
Open to: 10th, 11th, 12th Grade
Prerequisite: Intro to Music
1 Credit
The Orchestra I class offers instruction on violin and viola as the primary string instrument with a focus on the skills necessary for
long-term success. This music class will require students to work in small groups on a weekly basis to help them develop a collective
ability to analyze music aurally, visually and critically. Fundamental techniques will be learned and stressed, which include, but are not
limited to: proper posture and playing position, development of characteristics tone quality and training in music literacy. A wide range
of string repertoire will be used as performances become the core application of the music learning process.
Objective: Participation in various year-round performances, after-schools rehearsals and in-school activities are course requirements.
Students will be able to discuss, analyze and interpret music as a means to foster creativity in the arts in a positive and constructive
learning community

