Lincoln High School Alumni Association Newsletter
Spring/Summer 2015

Volume 7 Issue 2

LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL WINS CITY SECTION DIVISION II BASEBALL CHAMPIONSHIP AT DODGER STADIUM
A dream came true for the 2015 Tiger varsity baseball players at Dodgers Stadium on Saturday morning, May 30, 2015.
Supported by a loyal and exuberant Lincoln High fan base, the team of destiny beat Cesar Chavez High School, a
Cinderella team from the San Fernando Valley, 3-0 in the final.
The Railsplitters scored three unearned runs in the first inning and held on to the end with a three-hit shutout performance
by sophomore pitcher, Isaac Cota. He was supported with stellar defensive play by shortstop Christian Frias (five assists)
and left fielder, Hugo Avendano (three catches).
All year long varsity head coach, Joe Romero and his cadre of assistant coaches felt this team was special and destined to
go the distance. With an overall 15-6 season and 8-2 in league play to win the Northern League crown, they saved their
best for last. Playoff victories in route to the final included rival Wilson High, 2-1, West Adams, 6-1 and South Gate 4-3
before defeating the Cesar Chavez High Eagles.
The crowds kept growing as the Tigers advanced through the playoffs, building to a standing room-only crowd in the
Dodger Stadium section designated for the Lincoln High faithful. They came to witness the glory of victory at the end of
the rainbow…finally, after playing in the shadow of Dodger stadium, a championship to be celebrated for years to come.
It was, in the words of Isaac Cota, “heaven on earth; the best feeling ever.”
The team was featured in a segment of Vista L.A. on Saturday, July 18 on KABC, channel 7. Dodgers’ first baseman,
Adrian Gonzalez was on hand to congratulate the Tigers at the Viva Los Dodgers pre-game event as he honored the team
and presented them with a monetary donation to the school’s baseball program.
The accolades continued as the championship team was recognized July 28th at the Los Angeles City Hall for their
accomplishment in winning the CIF Division II City Section Baseball Title. Lincoln supporters were on hand to witness
City Councilman, Gil Cedillo honor the team.
The dedication, dreams and passion of the Lincoln coaches, all former players and grads themselves, culminated in
euphoria, having accomplished a feat not met since 1935. Players, coaches, fans and a community bursting with pride
will relish this championship forever.
CONGRATULATIONS to head coach Joe Romero (S’70) and assistant coaches, Armando Ahumada (’78), David Orona
(’78), Louie Cervantes (’75) and Robert ‘Bobby’ Duran (’71). CONGRATULATIONS to the Tiger baseball squad:
Gavin Alvarez, Hugo Avendano, Isaac Cota, Matthew Castro, Marcos Flores, Christian Frias, Justin Garcia, Brandon
Oroxon, Anthony Ortega, Albert Ramirez, Frank Rivera, Hung Ta, Angel Valadez and Julian Vidal. Thank you all!
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Lady Tigers Dynasty
The Lincoln High girls’ softball team has been a force in the Northern League and City competition for more than
10 years now without much fanfare relegated to their accomplishments here in this newsletter. We now make
known to all alumni who have not been in the loop. We acknowledge and celebrate their tremendous efforts in light
of Lincoln High’s recent and ongoing athletic prowess and achievement.
Head Coach, Mark Shapiro has taught and coached the Lady Tiger Softball squad for years now and has recently,
upon request from this newsletter, shared the following information:
These are some statistics on Lincoln's Softball program: The overall record for the softball team from 2004-2015 is 277-83-4 or a
75% winning percentage. Lincoln won a Division II LAUSD softball championship in 2007, was a finalist in 2008 and was a
semi-finalist in 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, and 2003. The girls were Northern League Champions in 2012, 2008, 1998 and 1999;
Northern League Co-Champions in 2015, 2011, 2010 and 2007.
Lincoln softball has been in Division I since 2009 and is the only team at Lincoln in Division I. The Lady Tigers finished the 2015
softball season as the seventh top ranked team in LAUSD (which includes 103 teams playing softball) with a record of 25 wins, 3
losses and one tie. Of the 80 Lincoln graduates who played softball, 92% attended college and 50 % played at the college level.
Angelica Felix (Class of 2013) is the first Inner-City Los Angeles Latina to get a full ride to UCLA to play softball.
Belinda Gonzalez (Class of 2015) was one of 35 softball players in the state of California to make the Max Preps All State
Team. Only three players from LAUSD were selected and Belinda is the first Lincoln athlete chosen for this award.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------□----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Alumni President, Marco Robles Recommends…

If you are ever in Washington D.C., stop at the Lincoln House Restaurant a.k.a. Lincoln’s Waffle House for breakfast
or lunch. It’s located at 504 10th Street, N.W., Washington D.C., 20004. It is open 7 days a week. Good chow at very decent prices.
Enjoy some food and share a laugh with the servers in the restaurant’s unique U-shaped counters. It’s located across Ford’s Theater
where Abraham Lincoln was shot. Directly across from the theater is the Petersen House where Lincoln died.
The Petersen House at 516 10th street was the home of William and Anna Petersen. On the night of April 14, 1865 the mortally
wounded president was carried out of Ford’s Theatre and across 10th St. into a back bedroom in this house. The Petersen family
aided as they could, although on this night their home was no longer their own. Over 90 people would come and go through the
house to pay their last respects to the dying president. Soldiers stood guard at the front door and were posted on the roof to keep the
growing crowds at bay. While doctors cared for the president the Petersen family and some of the boarders spent the night in the
basement. At 7:22 am, April 15, 1865, Abraham Lincoln died in the back bedroom of this humble house as Mrs. Lincoln grieved.
The lives of the Petersen family members were forever changed by extraordinary events. This year marks the 150 th anniversary of
President Abraham Lincoln’s death.
Touring the Petersen House: The three rooms in the house today are furnished in 1865 period pieces, none of the furniture is original
to the house. Visitors use the same ticket that they used to tour Ford's Theatre. The House is open 9:30 am to 5:30 pm daily. Visitors
will now enter The Center for Education and Leadership from the back porch.
Housed in a building directly across the street from Ford's Theatre and acquired by the Ford's Theatre
Society in 2007, the Center features two floors of permanent exhibits addressing the immediate
aftermath of Lincoln's death and the evolution of Lincoln's legacy; a Leadership Gallery floor to be
used for rotating exhibits, lecture and reception space; and two floors of education studios to house
pre- and post-visit workshops, after-school programs and teacher professional development.
If you would like to share your travel adventures with fellow alumni, send your story to us via
the LHSAA address on the last page or e-mail us at lincolnhighschoolaa@hotmail.com.
The Petersen House today.
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Lincoln High Football Coaches, Then to Now…
by R. Granados, LHSAA Historian
Just as the 2014 football season was getting underway, Coach Albert (Woody) Carrillo approached me with
a request regarding Lincoln High head varsity football coaches throughout the school’s history. He was
interested in knowing who they were and how long they coached Tiger teams during their time at the
school. It was interesting research which oftentimes proved challenging because head coaches were not
always identified in yearbook photos of the football squads. Sometimes, the coach was not even in the team
photo, so I had to dig elsewhere for that information. The answer was not always where one might expect to
find it, not even in group faculty photos of coaches. Coach Carrillo gave me a head start by giving me a list he had compiled. The list
was good to have but I still had to verify the years when coaches were at the helm. His list was from the most recent years that he was
able to document or that he remembered from years as a player. He gave me no deadline, but the assignment proved to be so thoughtprovoking that I wanted to pursue the research at every opportunity. As alumni historian, I am constantly busy with requests from
former students or from children or other relatives of former students. On at least two occasions I was asked for any photo or information I might find regarding a father they never knew.
At the time Coach Carrillo made his request, I was committed to other projects so I had to prioritize. Still, I would steal some time
away from the other projects to research a year or two at a time on the coach question. The following is a list of Lincoln High School
head football coaches I was able to verify from yearbooks.

Head Coach
Darsie (1st name not given)
Webster (1st name not given)
*Davis, Thomas “Tommy”
Trainor, (1st name not given)
Malette, Frank ‘Rabbit’
Davis, Thomas “Tommy”
Malette, Frank
Van Pelt, Roger
Bates, Willis S. ‘Pops’
Tunney, James Sr.
Oliver, Homer
Ford, William J.
Calderone, Ted
Leckman, A.
Giancanelli, Harold ‘Skip’
Lopez, Richard
Shepard, Mike
Leon, (1st name not given)
Jackson, Carl
Loera, David
Shaw, Dennis
Rodriguez, Randy
Silva, Joe
Castro, Leo
Cortero, Gabriel
Carrillo, Albert “Woody”

Years
1914 (Rugby)
1915 (Rugby)
1915 - 1917
1918
1919
1920 -1922 (6 yrs.)
1923
1924 - 1925
1926 – 1930 (5 yrs.)
1931 - 1936 (6 yrs.)
1937 - 1941 (5 yrs.)
1942 - 1950 (9 yrs.)
1951 – 56 (6 yrs.)
1957 - 58
1959-1968 (10 yrs.)
1969-70
1971-72
1973
1974-75
1976-77
1978-83 (6 yrs.)
1984-93 (10 yrs.)
1994-95
1996-98
1999-2002
2003-present (13 yrs.)

Coach Frank Malette, far right, with his 1923 football squad.

The 1935 city champion squad with Kenny Washington, 4th from
right, was coached by James Tunney Sr.

With the longest tenure among LHS varsity football coaches,
Carrillo’s 66-54 record makes him the winningest football
coach at Lincoln. His teams have had winning seasons the
last 5 years posting a combined 42–16 record. He has yet to
land the elusive Northern League crown or city title. Could
this be the year our Tigers win it all?
Come out and cheer for our team this fall. Check the football The 1952 Northern League championship team was coached by
schedule on last page for date, time and location of games.
A. Leckman, seen here at far right.
*Tommy Davis and Frank Malette both played football for the University of Southern California before coaching at Lincoln. They
were captains of their respective teams while at USC. Mr. Malette began and ended his teaching and coaching career at Lincoln High.
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IN MEMORIAM ~ TIGERS FOREVER
This column is a regular feature of this newsletter and relies on information passed on to us by alumni, friends or family of the
deceased. The following is a list of alumni who passed away and reported to us since our last publication. To all who suffered a
recent loss we offer our deepest condolences. Thanks to Bennie Padilla for relaying some of these to us.
• Manuel J. Angulo, 1977 • Robert Arzate • Angela Barcenas, 1975 • Pablo Cueto • Mary (Rivera) Dearden, S’59 •
• Ruben De La Torre, 1948 • Amelia (Camarena) Eastes, S’52 • Emilio Campos, W’53 • Mel Gonzales • Vic Gonzales, S’53 •
• Louie Gravino (Cricket), S’51 • Margie Morales Huitron, S’60 • Lillian Mastro LaSpina, W’54 • Jack Latona •Ernie Lona, S’64 •
• Mike Macias, S’58 • Velia Gutierrez Murietta, S’70 • Daniel Orona, 1980 • Henry Orona • Tony Ortiz, W’64 • Norma Olivo •
• Beverly (Keene) Perdue, S’53 • Artie Rivera, W’65 • Rita Acosta Rivera, S’67 • Nancy Garibay Taggart, 1972 • Jean Ung •
• Alberta Valdez, S’55 • Dora Vasquez, 1974 • Anthony T. Velasquez, S’59 •
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------□-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Michael A. Yglecias / A Tiger Tale of Success
Following a lead on Lincoln grad, Michael Yglecias, your alumni newsletter asked him to share his life’s journey after high school.
The following story was written by Michael Yglecias, November 19, 2014.
I am flattered to learn that you think my personal journey is worthy of publication in your newsletter. I hope the details confirm your
opinion. Here goes:
As you may know, I am an attorney and have worked in the Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office for 31 years. The LADA
prosecutes both misdemeanor and felony crimes throughout the county. During my career I have completed jury trials in cases
involving everything from driving under the influence of alcohol to multiple murders. For the last 16 years I have been a manager in
the office. I currently oversee a felony trial division with 24 deputy district attorneys in the downtown courthouse.
I was raised in Lincoln Heights from the age of 5. I attended Griffin Avenue Elementary and Nightingale Jr. High. I am one of 10
siblings, most of who also graduated from Lincoln. My mother still lives in the house I was raised in on Johnston Street near Main. I
graduated from Lincoln High School in 1975. I attended college at UC Santa Barbara - earning a bachelor's degree in Political Science
in 1978, thereafter; I was accepted to the UCLA School of Law and earned a juris doctor degree in 1982. That same year I passed the
Bar exam and began practicing law.
Those are the major educational accomplishments which have enabled me to enjoy a professional career in law. However, the more
interesting features of my tale are probably the hurdles and hardships along the way. You see, by no means did I start out as a top
student. My father was killed in an auto accident when I was 3 years old. At age 5, my mother remarried. The man she married was
a widower who had 5 children of his own. Together, they produced two more children. Unfortunately, my stepfather was an abusive
alcoholic. There were too many instances of domestic violence to count in our household. The police were frequently called. When I
was 15 years old, an older brother who was heavily into gang banging died from a heroin overdose. At age 16, I made the poor choice
of driving a motorcycle while intoxicated and ended up crashing. I was hospitalized for a week and suffered bouts of amnesia for a
long period afterwards. Also at age 16, I was shot at close range during a fight with gang members while attending a house party. I
suffered gunshot wounds to my head and chest. Again, I was hospitalized.
During my senior year at Lincoln, I dropped out of school and went to work as an apprentice
welder. After about two months of doing this work for very low pay, I decided to return to adult
school at night. I completed the course work needed for graduation and was able to walk with my
class at Lincoln High. While attending Lincoln, from the 10th grade through the 11th grade I did have
the good fortune of participating in a college preparatory program at Occidental College called Upward
Bound. With the assistance of staff at both Upward Bound and Lincoln High I did manage to complete
the requirements for college admission, including the SAT exam. Somehow, I also maintained a
decent GPA. I think it was around 3.3. Anyway, my application to UCSB was accepted and the rest,
as they say, is history.
(Signed) Michael A. Yglecias - Head Deputy, Los Angeles County District Attorney Bureau of
Central Operations, CT-11
Yglecias in 1974 Lincolnian
Note: Yglecias is past President of the National Hispanic Prosecutors Association and also past President and Board Member of the
Latino Prosecutors Association.
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2014 Christmas parade

2014 Essay contest winners

Johnny L. Nguyen, Vickent Ung, Amy X. Luo & Tatiana R. Vasquez

2014 Fall Dance
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DANCE, VALENTINE, DANCE!
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A Penny for Your
Thoughts…
WE GET LETTERS…
September 9, 2014
Dear Marco,
Thank you for inviting us to your alumni
event. We enjoyed your warm
hospitality. Everyone was so cordial;
we thought it was the nicest event we
attended where we didn’t know anyone.
Please thank your committee also for
selecting my uncle for the Andrus
Opportunity Award. We are highly
honored.
It was a pleasure to meet you and thank
you again for your kindness. Please
accept our very small contribution to
your scholarship fund.
Sincerely,
Janet Nakakihara
Editor’s note: Janet Nakakihara is the
niece of 1940 alumnus and Medal of
Honor recipient, Sadao Munemori.
Sadao Munemori was posthumously
honored by the Lincoln High School
Alumni Association as Alumnus of the
Year for 2014. Janet and her husband
John were on hand at our 2014 fall
dance event to accept a plaque on behalf
of the Munemori family.

If you’d like to drop a line to
this newsletter, write to:
LHSAA Newsletter
P.O. Box 3125, Los Angeles,
CA 90031
Attention: Editor
------------------------

There are well over 6,000
alumni in our current
database and while we
try to reach out to as
many of you as possible,
we are not always
successful due to changes
of address or other
reasons. Those that have
e-mail are most likely to
receive timely
announcements and
updates.
Please inform us of any
changes in your contact
information.

Below are the 2014 varsity football results.
The Tigers got passed the first round in the
playoffs, but ran into a buzz saw against Hamilton
Date
LHS Opponent
W/L
08/21
-Bell (scrimmage)
-08/28
Jefferson – 17
14
L
09/05
Huntington Pk. – 35
20
L
09/12
Grant – 14
19
W
09/19
University – 34
6
L
09/26
Marshall – 0
42
W
10/03
Torres – 6
40
W
10/10
Wilson - 12
61
W
10/17
Eagle Rock - 34
7
L
10/24
-BYE
10/30
Franklin - 15
22
W
11/07
Sotomayor - 0
51
W
11/14
*Granada Hills - 35
42
W
11/21
*Hamilton - 55
7
L
Head Coach: Albert (Woody) Carrillo
2014 season
5-1 league / 7–5 overall
*playoff game
Please support our friends & sponsors…tell them
you saw their ad in our newsletter…THANKS!
............................................
Bella’s Classic Photography
Special events • Commercial • Portraits • Fashion •
BellasClassicPhoto@gmail.com
-------------------------------------Original Tommy’s Hamburgers / Eagle Rock
1717 Colorado Blvd. / 323-982-1746

Janet Nakakihara and husband, John with LHSAA President, Marco
Robles

Tiger snack bar crew raised over $4,000.
LHSAA Mission Statement
Our mission is to perpetuate tradition at Lincoln High School by honoring worthy students with academic and fine arts
scholarships and by supporting athletic programs through fundraising events and community involvement.
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LHSAA CALENDAR 2015-2016

LHSAA 2015-2016
Executive Board
Marco Robles,
President Pro Tem
Marco Robles
VP - Membership
Maria Sandoval,
Secretary
Luz M. Lopez,
Treasurer Pro Tem
~●~
Auxiliary Board
Frank Beltran,
Parliamentarian
Robert Granados
LHSAA Historian
~●~
Alfonso Monsivais
Sergeant at arms

Sat. Sept. 19
Sat. Oct. 17
Sat. Nov. 21
Sat. Dec. 20
Sat. Jan. 16
Sat. Feb. 20
Sat. Mar. 19
Sat. Apr. 16
Sat. May. 21
Sat. Jun. 18
Sat. Jul. 16
Sat. Aug. 20

General Membership Mtg. – 9:30 am
General Membership Mtg. – 9:30 am
General Membership Mtg. – 9:30 am
No meeting – Christmas break
General Membership Mtg. – 9:30 am
General Membership Mtg. – 9:30 am
General Membership Mtg. – 9:30 am
General Membership Mtg. – 9:30 am
Nominations/General Mtg. - 9:30 am
Elections / General Mtg. – 9:30 am
General Membership Mtg. – 9:30 am
General Membership Mtg. – 9:30 am

Meetings are @ Aztecs Rising, 3516 N. Broadway
across from LHS unless otherwise noted.
Events / set as dates are finalized:
Turnaround to Viejas Casino – Sept. 19, 2015
Fall Dance – Oct. 17, 2015 / 6 pm to midnight
@ Almansor Court, Alhambra
Veteran’s Day - November 11, 2015 @ LHS
~●~

Next San Antonio Winery gathering with
Bennie Padilla is Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2015
from 1 to 4 pm ● BJP1935@aol.com
Visit the official LHSAA website at

http://lhsaatigers.org/Home.html or
e-mail us at lincolnhighschoolaa@hotmail.com

Lincoln High School Alumni Association
Post Office Box 31257
Los Angeles, CA 90031

2015 Football Schedule
Fri
Fri
Thu
Fri
Fri
Fri
Fri
Fri
Fri
Fri
Fri
Fri

08/21
08/28
09/03
09/11
09/18
09/25
10/02
10/09
10/16
10/23
10/30
11/06

@
vs.
@
@
@
vs.
vs.
vs.
BYE
@
vs.
@

Bell (scrimmage)
Jefferson
Huntington Pk.
Grant
University
Torres
*Wilson
Eagle Rock
BYE
Franklin
**Sotomayor
Marshall

JV-4, V-7
JV-4, V-7
JV-4, V-7

*Kenny Washington Memorial Game
**Homecoming
-------------------------------------------------------------------LHS Trivia
● There were 30 graduates in Winter 1915 class.
● LHS played its first ‘American football’ game
in 1915 after switching from rugby.
● The school yearbook was called The Orange &
Black until it became The Lincolnian in 1919.
● The 1st Kenny Washington Trophy was
awarded to Jimmy Cellino in 1949.
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Thank you for your donations and continued generosity in support of our fundraising events. It makes a difference!
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JV-4, V-6
JV-4, V-7
JV-4, V-7
JV-4, V-7
JV-4, V-7
JV-4, V-7
JV-4, V-7
JV-4, V-7

