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Christmas 2017
Waiting with Wonder & Good Works

During this busy time of year, Advent comes to us as a gift, reminding us to slow down and live with intention, in hopeful
anticipation of the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. As we all eagerly await a much-needed break from the demands of
daily life, let us be grateful for the many blessings this season bestows upon us. To assist us in that endeavor, LC students
& faculty shared their most memorable traditions from Christmases past as well as some favorite seasonal tunes!

Frank
Pizzichillo

Memory:
Each year, on
Christmas Eve, all
of my cousins and I play
Monopoly. It gets violent fast. Favorite
Song: “Santa Claus is Coming to Town” Gabby
Quattrone Memory: My mom, sisters and I went to Macy’s Wonderland light show in Philly. 10/10
recommend. Song: “Mistletoe” by J. Bieber
Mrs. Hildenbrand Memory: I got engaged to David
on Christmas Eve, we had a huge snowstorm. Song: “Little
Drummer Boy” Jack Fechter Memory: We gather at my aunt’s &
have a pollyanna. Song: “Feliz Navidad” Nick Picozzi Memory: opening one
gift on Christmas Eve, normally PJs. Song: “Carol of the Bells”
Victoria Miller Memory: getting a tree with my dad
Song: “All I Want for Christmas is You” Nick Scarcelli
Memory: Setting up a tree and decorating it. Song: “Misletoe”
by Justin Biebs. Annie An Memory: Last year was my first time having
Christmas, because in China we instead celebrate New Year, our biggest festival.People usually buy food, clothes, and decorations a month before, and on NYE have
a big dinner. Caitlyn Stewart Memory: My little brother talking to our Elf on the Shelf. Song:
“Last Christmas” Matthew Harte Memory: Eating a honey ham. Song: “Jingle
Bells” Sam Paone Memory: Feast of the 7 fishes. Song: “Baby It’s Cold Outside” Heejin Jeong Memory: Going to 8PM Christmas Eve mass and to have
wine, cheese, and cake party. Late night, having talks and just hanging out with my
mom, dad, and sister might sound simple, but this is my most precious memory and tradition.
Haley Geraghty Memory: Having a huge Italian dinner on Christmas Eve and spending time with my whole
family. Song: “Carol of the Bells”, “Santa Baby” by Taylor Swift, and “All I Want For Christmas
Is You” by Mariah Carey Caitlyn Courchain Memory: Cutting down a tree and decorating with my family. Song: “Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree” Jonathan Wood Memory: My whole family going to my Grandmom’s house for Christmas Eve dinner. It’s nice seeing
family again and having a nice dinner. Song: “Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer” Hailey Gianoni Memory: Getting matching pajamas and taking sibling pictures in them while opening our sibling gifts. Song: “All I
Want for Christmas is You” by Mariah Carey Luke Godzieba Memory: Making cookies with my mom & dad. Song: “So
This is Christmas” by John Lennon Ms. Shields Memory: Decorating the tree on Christmas Eve. Song: “Santa Baby” Robbie Schimononey Memory: Going to the Winter Classic in Pittsburg with my family. Song: “All I Want for Christmas is You” by Mariah Carey Mr. Timer
Memory: Lighting up Christmas luminaries along streets with my brother. Song: “Little Drummer Boy/Peace On Earth” by Bing
Crosby and David Bowie Mrs. Casey Memory: My fondest memory is when everyone comes down on Christmas
and is together for Christmas breakfast. Song: “Believe” by Josh Groban and “Do They Know Its
Christmas” by Band Aid Brady Wassel Memory: Picking Pollyannas
on Thanksgiving and
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Sports

A Word With LC’s 2017-2018 Winter Sports Teams

Girl’s Ice Hockey
“Our team is really strong with a record of 5-1-1 and ranking 4th in the league
as of now. So shoutout to everyone on the team and come out and support us
next Friday, January 5th, against Downington East-9:10 at Hatfield Ice!!”
-Abby McGovern

Boy’s Ice Hockey

“Ice hockey has given me some of my best high school memories, especially our
Winter Classic at Bryn Athen College.” -Kyle Macy
“We are the middle of the pack and hoping to clinch a playoff berth this year.
Our Winter Classic is January 1st against Wood.” –Phil DiRenzo

Winter Track

“The team is looking stronger this year...looks like a
good season ahead. We have a lot more underclassmen this year.” -James Corrigan
“The team is relatively young with some good upper
classmen leaders. We’re growing together as a program and team and the season is looking optimistic.”
-Taylor Connelly

Top: Girls Ice
Hockey Team lines
up on the rink.
Right: Photo of
Boy’s Ice Hockey
Goalie, Dom Van,
stands in the net;
taken by his mother,
Jean Van.

Swimming and Diving

“The season is going great so far! We are so happy to
see so many new additions to the team and we hope
to meet some of our top times this season. Come
out and support at our first home meet at the North
Penn YMCA, December 28th at 3!” -Sammie Razzi

Girls Basketball

Cheerleading

“We ended our season last year in the state playoff
tournament and lost an overtime buzzer beater. The
experience and emotions that went along with the
experience made us eager to work even harder to get
back there. Each game in the PCL is always a battle,
but we are excited and looking forward to making a
name for ourselves this season.” -Brady Wassel

“We have recently started our
competetive season, and we have
secured a bid to states and 2 bids
to nationals. We are looking forward to competing at these high
level competitions.”
-Ally Satterthwaite

Right: A few of
last year’s girls
line up after
a basketball
game. From left
to right: Theresa Engard,
Carolyn Ferko,
Brady Wassel,
Lauren Crim,
and alumna,
Laura Vetter.

Above: LC’s Cheerleading Team
shows its school spirit.

Boys
basketball
“I think we have
an opportunity
to have a great
season and be
really competitive.
We have a
really strong group
of seniors who are
very good leaders
and the Junior
class is very strong
as well.” -Jack
Kusters
Left: Luke Godzieba uses his height
to his advantage
as he drives for a
layup.

Above: The Boy’s Basketball team gathers around their trophy after
winning the Souderton Tournament, starting off the season on a
good note.
Right: Kyle Kane, Jimmy Boccella, Luke Godzieba, and Jack
Kusters celebrate their win.
**All sports images courtesy of Lifetouch Photos
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Winter Ball CoupleS 2017
Look for our Twitter poll and you can vote on your favorite
Junior and Senior pair. Follow @lcnews18 to participate!

By Caroline Fenerty and Samantha Razzi
Questions:
-Are you dating?
-If yes, how long?
-How did he/she ask?

Maddie DiAntonio and Jack
Griffin
-No
-Not dating.
-Jack asked Maddie in the junior
parking lot with a poster, flowers,
and a winterball ticket in hand. He
asked her friends to have her walk
out to the lot, so she could be surprised to see Jack holding a poster
saying, “Will you be the Donna to
my Eric at Winterball?,” from her
favorite show, That ‘70s Show.

Bella Trave and Steve
Esterle
- Yes
-7 months
-Steve asked Bella by hanging a
poster in the trunk of her car. He
then filled the trunk with balloons
so, when opened, she would be
surprised to see balloons falling out
with a poster asking her to Winterball.

Sarah Cooney and Mike
Herron
-Yes
-One month
-Mike asked Sarah with a sign in
the senior hallway that said “Willa
you make Winter Ball unforgettable?” This is a reference to Thomas
Rhett, one of Sarah’s favorite artists.

Jen Pennise and Sean
Drakely

Emily Yost and Nick
Rotelli

Angel Concepcion and John
McCabe
-No
-Not dating, but this was their second consecutive time attending the
dance together.
-John asked Angel with a bag of
Reese’s Pieces. Before giving the
candy to Angel, John said, “Make
sure to check the ingredients.”
When Angel flipped over the bag
she saw the question, “Winterball?,”
written over the ingredient section
of the package.

Juliana Connors and Drew
Chiappa
-Yes
-One year
-Drew asked Juliana to the dance
with flowers.

Cayla Hopkins and Frank
Pizzichillo
-yes
-7 months
-Frank asked Cayla with a reference
to their mutual favorite artist, The
Weeknd.

cember 21st at the Sheraton Hotel in Philadelphia. At the party,
they will meet some of the kids for
whom we collected toys (from St.
Agnes and St. Malachy schools).
Additional gifts will go to the
children of incarcerated parents
through a drive organized by Eastern State Penitentiary.
The giving does not stop
with the Christmas season. There
is still time to get involved. In the
month of January, there is an

opportunity to get service hours
on Martin Luther King Jr. day. We
are off that day, (Monday, 1/15) for
the purpose of service. Come to LC
to help prepare breakfast bags for
the Aid for Friends Organization!
Service projects are small
things we can all do to help our
community in a big way. We are
fortunate to be able to help others
by donating our time, talents, and
services. This is what makes our
school community unique!

-Yes
-9 ½ months
-Emily asked Nick with a football
that had “Happy 9 months! Winterball?” written on it. She asked
on the day of LC Football’s second
round of state playoffs so Nick was
wearing his football jersey to set
the atmosphere for the perfect day.

-Yes
-Two weeks (ever since Winter
Ball)
-Sean asked Jen after prayer group
one night and said “Hey Jen, I
think you dropped this,” giving
her a guitar pick with “Christmas
Ball?” written on it.

The community service
“‘Do Good’ December”
club
uses
this time to help othService Opportunities at LC
ers during the December service
By Corinne Archbold
project hosted by CSC, a new toy
The month of December
collection and delivery. This drive
is a busy time for everyone! Buyis an easy way to help out our
ing gifts, decorating, and baking
community. From November 27th
are only a few items at the top of
to December 13th the new toys
everybody’s to-do lists. This does
were collected through the Guidnot stop the Crusaders from helpance office. Several seniors from
ing out. Rather the LC community
Chick-fil-a Academy were chosen
thrives during the month of Deto represent LC at the Archbishop’s
cember, a time dedicated to giving.
Christmas Party on Thursday, De-
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The Bimonthly
Advice Column
By Anonymous

12 Days of Christmas:
Survival Edition
On the the twelve days of Christmas your family (will probably)
give to you (oh great)...
12 corny dad jokes
-Try not to make it too obvious
when you tell your dad you’re
hungry and he says “Hi Hungry.
I’m Dad.” Christmas brings out the
worst in him: ample opportunities
to force you into uncomfortable
laughter. Just roll with it.
11 presents you’ll have to exchange
-Make sure you keep the gift receipt
for the coloring book your greataunt gave you for Christmas- even
though you’re seventeen. Same goes
for the Justice clothes grandma still
buys all you ladies.
10 questions about your future
-From college to unemployment,
the never-ending parade of questions are merciless. Next time your
uncle asks you why you still don’t
have a job, thank him for inspiring
you by spending his retirement as a
Walmart greeter. It’s inevitable, get
used to it.
9 aunts wondering why you’re not in
a relationship
-Your relationship status always
seems to be something your aunts
love to butt their noses in. Be
flattered. Their curiosity over your
love life is probably stemming from
the failure of their own. Sidenote, if
you do have a significant other and
your relatives demand a picture,
DO NOT hand over the person
in question’s Instagram page. The
busybodies will most definitely like
a post from 179 weeks ago.
8 cards you look at just to see if they
have money in them
-“Oh Grandma-thank you so much
for the card!” You say as you simultaneously ignore the heartfelt message in search of cash. It happens. If
there’s no cash, my only advice is to
force a smile.
7 seconds longer than your uncle
should hug you
-Nothing kills the holiday spirit
like that one relative after too many
glasses of wine. Avoid at all costs.
6 mini arguments whenever politics
are brought up
-Try and hold back grandma when
someone brings up national news.
If she takes out her earrings, run.
5 hours of being forced to socialize

her active participation with the
ple on Thursdays in the chapel for
Women’s Rowing Varsity Team. “It’s prayer group. Yet, even if you canbeen such an incredible help with
not find people like this, God is remeeting new people and feeling
ally all you need.” Vince offered the
more integrated with the school it- advice of not being afraid to follow
self,” Noti said, stressing the impor- a major that’ll lead you to a career
tance of challenging herself physiyou’ll love. He commended Pitt for
cally and socially as she steps out to the fantastic environment, campus,
make new friendships. She shares
and city that it is but he realizes it
how the best memories created so
wasn’t the best fit for him personfar stem directly from the friendally. In defense of Eastern PA and
ships she’s made from the team and South Jersey, his last bit of advice
her hall and roommates, making
is “Do not let anyone tell you that
the long study nights and stretch
Sheetz is better than Wawa!”
from home easy. When asked about
Faculty Spotlight:
LC, Caroline described how much
Mr. Moran
she misses absolutely everything:
By Sara Castagno
“from Mr. Yanni telling me a hot
dog is a sandwich, to shaking
This year we’ve had the opportunihands in Ms. Shield’s classes,” it’s
ty to welcome Mr. Moran into the
something that truly hasn’t left her
LC family. Even after working here
thoughts. “Embrace every strange
a mere 4 months, he has already
and crazy moment” that makes LC made a noticeable, positive impact
what it is.
on our school. Mr. Moran came to
Vince Opdyke (‘17) gradus from PJPII High School, so obuated LC last June with the intent
viously he moved up to bigger and
to pursue a career in Biomedical
better things (just kidding, no hate
Engineering at the University of
towards PJP). Easily connecting
Pittsburgh. However, upon finish- with the students, Mr. Moran has
ing up the first semester and assess- already started new traditions. One
ing his experience, through a lot of of these traditions includes moving
thought, he has made the decision
on from our beloved “Good mornthat he will switch to the Penn
ing Crusaders!” catch phrase to his
State campus to continue studies in signature “Make Magic. Do Good.”
Kinesiology, emphasising the field
slogan. I had the opportunity to sit
of Physical Therapy. Still, he contin- down with Mr. Moran and ask him
ues to support Pitt for all that it is
about this catch phrase and a few
from the handful of memories he’s
other things.
collected over the past few months
while living in the city. The large
Where did you get the phrase
campus offers a massive selection
“Make magic. Do good.”?
of clubs and activities which Vince “Make magic. Do good! Well every
was a part of, including Autism
summer, I work at this place called
Speaks, Soccer Talk, Sailing, and
The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp.
the Outdoors club. He describes
It’s for kids who are sick with canhis favorite memory as the time he cer, sickle cell, all sorts of diseases
attended the Flyers-Penguins game that would otherwise preclude
while wearing Flyers gear, despite
them from a normal camp. Every
being surrounded by so many Pen- year we have a theme, and this year
guins fans. He even got interviewed the theme was “Make magic. Do
for CBS Pittsburgh! Although Pitt
good.” so I kinda borrowed it from
offers so many new opportunities,
the Hole in the Wall Gang. I think
he still misses the memories made
it’s a great motto, we make magic
at LC. One striking difference is ob- and do good every single day.”
viously the relative population size
difference between the two, as Pitt
What is your favorite Christmas
has over 4,200 students alone in
movie and why?
his class compared to the 180 close “My favorite Christmas movie is,
friends he graduated with. The
geez I don’t know, I’m gonna have
simple concept of knowing everyto say Home Alone, because it’s
one’s name is
(continued on the next page!)
something that isn’t The Dangers of Reading the Crusader
very realistic in this Connection
case and something A comic by Ciara Coulter
he stresses to not
take for granted.
Opdyke continued
by saying his faith is
still present despite
any obstacles he
may face and how
it’s “tough not being
with all my LC peo-

-Suppress all of your anti-social
tendencies and force yourself to go
make small talk with your relatives,
even though small talk is the equivalent of that one aunt’s cooking:
bland but unavoidable. My advice
is to bring up the latest Hallmark
Christmas Movie.
4 times you wish you could go nap
-As many times as you hope to just
go and sleep off all the food, it’s not
worth the death stares from your
mom. Be helpful.
3 helpings of dinner
-Your diet can start January 1st. For
right now, pile up the mashed potatoes. You work hard. You deserve it.
2 lipstick stains after your grandma
force kisses you
-Bring baby wipes to remove the
red lipstick from your face after
Granny welcomes you into her
humble home.
1 more year of sitting at the kids
table
-Congrats, Seniors-one more year
until you get to sit at the adult table. Everyone else...sorry!
Catching Up with the
crusaders
By Jen Pennise
With finals underway and the holiday season approaching, the end
of the first semester is in sight for
many college students as they push
through the last stretch of their
courses. Through these last days
where stress is high and the library
population is larger than it’s been
the previous four months, the true
experience of college is felt in all
of its entirety during which crazy
“Friday night lights” are replaced
with dreaded “Friday night study
sessions.” As this time of year calls
for the reconnection of friends
and family of those returning from
college, two seniors from last year
took a moment to reflect and reach
out to the LC Crusader community
to thank the school and offer some
advice to those of us who are halfway to soon experiencing the same.
Caroline Noti (‘17) described her life at Franklin & Marshall as being an amazing school
with a spirited atmosphere she’s
grown to love, despite the growing
list of never-ending papers. She offers advice. “Apply yourself and use
time management, you can accomplish the tasks ahead of you. [however] I’m still trying to fully grasp
this concept myself .” Noti continued by saying that she already feels
so involved with the college which
can be witnessed in
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funny and touching. It’s hilarious,
but also poignant.”
What’s your favorite thing about
working at LC?
“There’s so many things because I
love it so much. Definitely working
with students, interacting with student leaders, just getting to know
the students, and helping them
to grow in knowledge and understanding and faith. So I would say
just working with the students.”
What’s your funniest memory
thus far, working at LC?
“Oh my gosh I don’t know! There’s
so many little funny things that
have happened. I have to think
about this. I think the senior skits
at homecoming, the teacher skit
about Mr. Sweriduk and the battle
between STEM and history. That
was really funny. So I would say the
skits at the pep rally.”
Lastly, there is only one correct
answer for this one, do you like
LC more than PJP? The only answer is yes!
“Then yes!!”

Above: Mr. Moran, hard at work, in his
office.
Right: Winners of hand-made Christmas
Card contest at LC’s Christmas Concert.

Lansdale Catholic Christmas Concert
By Kalina Witkowska
Our school Band, Chorus,
Liturgically Sound mass choir,
Dance Company, and students of
the Art Department enthusiastically kicked off the Christmas season
with a beautiful presentation of
faith, talents, and creativity!
The Christmas Concert
took place on December 3rd, which
was also the First Sunday of Advent. The Mass, celebrated by Father Nordeman, provided students,
faculty, families, and friends with
an opportunity to slow down and
remember the core purpose behind
all we do, not only during this time
of year, but in our ongoing mission
to live as followers of Christ. The
Liturgically Sound student choir,
under the direction of LC parent, Mrs. Holz, elevated the Mass
experience. Their voices of praise to
God amplified the season’s spirit of
humility, honor, hope, and happiness.
Mr. Timer, along with the
students of the Band and Chorus, had been working hard since
September in preparation for the
concert. Mr. Timer commended his
students, saying, “They met all the
goals I had set for them and executed them excellently.” As if their
singing of classics such as
“Wizards in Winter” and “Dance

of the Sugar Plum Fairy” weren’t
enough, add in LC Dance Company’s charming rendition of the latter,
and the performance was sure to
entertain and captivate! Ms. McCloskey, LC’s fine arts teacher, incorporated into the day’s atmosphere her
students’ intricate, hand-made cards,
which will be given to the residents
of Lansdale’s local nursing home
this Christmas. These cards stood on
display in the back of the gym for all
to behold and appreciate.
Reflecting upon this day, Mr. Timer,
music director and Fine Arts Department chairperson, was pleasantly surprised to see a full gym of
people, who came out in support of
our school’s gifted arts students. “It
was a success,” he confirmed. “It was
the largest crowd we have ever had.”
Piggbacking on this showcase of talent and Christmas cheer,
the chorus also recently had the
opportunity to sing for the residents
of a local nursing home, St. Mary’s
Manor. Furthermore, this past
Monday, December 18th, LC chorus,
cheerleaders, and student leaders
were featured at Backyard Beans
Coffee Company with Fox 29’s Jenn
Frederick and Good Day Philadelphia, continuing the success of community outreach here at Lansdale
Catholic.

Above: LCDC performs during the
Christmas Concert.

Above: Mr. Timer directs chorus for
another beautiful Christmas celebration

Above: Members of the Lansdale Catholic Chorus perform for Fox 29’s Good
Day Philadelphia. Front row, left to right:
seniors, Phil DiRenzo, Sabrina Thorsen,
junior, Erin McKenna.

From left to right:
1st place: Keriann
Menges ‘21 2nd
Place Tie: Jenna
Perssons ‘21, Kelly
Griffin ‘21, Samantha Rindgen ‘19

Editorial: “Is Too much homework Counterproductive?
By Ethan Smith
It’s Thursday, 7:30 pm, and
you find yourself on problem thirty
of your math homework. After this
assignment, you still have to study for
the English test the next day, while
also answering twenty questions for
history. You could have started it
earlier, had you not had three hours of
soccer practice. You end up staying up
until 11:00 at night and barely pass the
next day’s test.
While this scenario seems
unreal, it happens far too often to
students. While busy schedules always
make it harder for students to complete assignments on time, many
students, who do no more than one
sport or extracurricular activity for the
entire school year, find that they spend
much of their weeknights and weekends slaving from one piece of work to
the next.
This can range from doing
daily homework to working on the latest project, writing an essay, or studying for a test or quiz. There comes
a point in the school year, from late
November to about the end of March,
when the workload for school stays at

a seemingly never-ending level. As
we enter this point in the year, you
begin to the see the underlying effects
on students: they come into school
practically zombies, barely interested
in class. Giving too much work all at
once to students can destroy their enthusiasm for school, hurt their grades,
and even harm their mental and physical health.
Now I’m going to say an
apparently ironic and contradictory
statement: homework and schoolwork
are not bad. I understand fully that
this work given to us in class is to
reinforce concepts, help prepare us for
tests, and broaden our understanding
of the lesson and work in the class.
It is only when that work is
is assigned in large amounts that the
effects become counterproductive.
Having a consistent amount of schoolwork for four of your classes will
burn out just about anyone. Teachers
need to understand that students may
already have large amounts of homework in other classes, so giving them
another piece of work could be detrimental to their academic stability.
I’m not saying teachers need
to confer with each other over giving

out every little assignment, just that
teachers should be aware that students
can have large amounts of work and
tests in other classes, while also balancing a job, extracurricular activities, or a
sport, and sometimes all three at once.
In fact, nearly 60% of students
between six and seventeen years old
have an extracurricular activity after
school. That number isn’t even accounting for how many students have
a job. Sometimes I see students come
into LC in the morning, shambling
like the undead. Of course it’s before
homeroom, but, even throughout the
rest of the day, they seem “out of it.”
They aren’t as cheerful as they normally are, or they rarely engage in any kind
of conversation. The reasons for this
could be numerous, but whenever I
pose the question, “What’s been going
on?” the response I get is usually about
a project due in less than a week, or
a series of assignments hanging over
their heads.
When students feel tired or
exhausted academically, they never
fully retain that eagerness to learn or
participate in class. Sure, one day may
be better than another, but the stress of
school work leaves a mark which can’t
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be easily erased, and the student never
again sees school as a good thing, but
only as a fountain of endless stress.
Teachers can make a visible difference to that stress level. All
they need to do is consider whether or
not the assignment they are about to give
is manageable for their students, or if the
majority of the students in their classes
have a huge test or project coming up in
another class for which they would need
time to study.
Homework helps students understand
the lesson and assists them in using the
learned material constructively. Before
assigning homework, though, the teacher
could consider whether it’s truly needed.
With midterms on the horizon,
this is a question that is going to be a lot
more important because students’ sanity
could very well be at stake. Teachers of
LC, you play the judge, jury, and executioner in this situation; I only hope that
you show mercy.
Editorials reflect the opinions of the writers, not necessarily LC or the newspaper
staff as a whole. If you are passionate
about this or any other topic, please submit
your view to newspaper@lansdalecatholic.
com!

Faith Finder
Prayers of Petition
Please keep in your prayers:
-Anyone alone or remembering a
loss during this Christmas season.
-Victims of recent terrorist attacks,
such as Las Vegas and New York.
-All of those unemployed.
-People struggling with addiction.
-Refugees and civilians enduring

the strife of their nation’s instability.
-Mary Beth Loeffler, an LC alumna
who is opening an orphanage in
Haiti, that the Lord helps her in her
work.
-The 2017 LC graduating class, that
they succeed on their individual
paths.

-Seniors currently figuring out
their next steps, that God’s Providence sets them on the right path.
-All of those involved in the upcoming Kairos retreat, KXXXV.
-The government, that officials can
work to better our nation, keeping
the people’s needs at heart.

-Those involved in the arts, activities, & athletics in our school, that
they continue to use the gifts God
has given them.
-Finally, let us thank God for 2017.
May 2018 bring new opportunity,
good health, friendships, and positive experiences to us all.

Rose Stella’s Metanoia
Speech

could allow something like this to
happen to anybody.
“Doubts about the existence
of God swirled about in my mind,
but other people would remind
me to keep praying for my brother.
So instead of firing my anger for
once, I sat myself down and prayed
a simple Hail Mary. After that, it
grew into 2 Hail Mary’s, then 3.
Next a decade of the rosary and
eventually I found myself having
full conversations with God out
loud. My faith was stronger than it
had ever been before and this lasted
for months. Things were moving
along but somehow, in spite of my
prayers, my brother was still getting
worse. I was so confused because I
thought He would respond to me
right away but then I realized that
all the other people needed Him
too. So I continued to pray.
“Month after month, prayer
after prayer and before you know
it, I was sitting on the bus riding
home from my lacrosse game when
I received a text from my mom. She
told me that all of his treatments
had settled and that my brother
was cancer free. In that moment, I
was overwhelmed with relief and
tears of joy. This truly was an actual
miracle and gift from God. A moment like that is something that I
will cherish for years to come.
“You do not have to wait
for a life changing event like this to
start working on your relationship
with God. God works many wonders and can show His signs to us
in countless, unimaginable ways.
Some signs may be big, others may
be small. But trust in Him and
keep your eyes open because He is
always present and He never stops
loving you, even if you do not realize it.
“Finally, I would like to
make a comment on doubt. Doubting is not a sin, questioning is not a
sin. God wants you to question so
He can guide you further into that
path that he has for each and every
one of us. As I conclude my speech
to all of you today, I want you to
really reflect on what was said to
you. Think of a time when you
knew that God was there with you.
Even though you may not feel His
presence right now, God continues
to be present at this very moment.
In fact, He never left you and He
never will. Thank you for your time
and may God bless you all.”

January and the March
for Life
by Sammie Razzi

is wrong. So how can killing an
unborn baby be morally correct?
Why are unborn lives any different? Last year there were over 40
million babies murdered through
abortion. Babies that maybe could
have grown up and cured cancer.
Babies that could have become the
next President. Babies that could
have saved your life. All these
“could haves” and yet we still allow
hospitals and clinics to take away
millions of lives each year. These
babies are being silenced by society
and, as the Pro-Life community, we
must fight to give them a voice, to
give them a chance at life, a chance
at happiness, and a chance to simply breathe.

If you attended the underclassmen
retreat or the in-school mass prior
to Thanksgiving break, you had
the oppertunity to hear senior,
Rose Stella, give her speech that
was selected to be presented at
the archdiocese-wide retreat that
took place earlier this year. This
esteemed honor was deserved, for
Rose shares a personal and heart
warming testimony to the benefits
of faith. If you did not yet hear her
speech, you now have the chance to
read it. Congratulations Rose.
“My name is Rose Stella and I
am currently a senior at Lansdale
Catholic High School. I have gone
to Catholic school for as long as
I can remember and have been
exposed to many aspects of the
church. When I was young, my father enrolled me as an altar server
at my parish at Mary, Mother of the
Redeemer. I also was a part of the
Voices of Praise group and sang at
all school masses from 4th grade
and up. Considering my active
involvement at my parish, you
might think that I’ve always had
a very deep faith, and everything
is perfect, yet that is just not the
case. Honestly, my faith has been
through many ups and downs as I
have grown into the young woman
I am today.
“Growing up, I always believed in
God but I never fully understood
the strong relationship that He
was inviting me to, and the power
of His love. I used to just go with
the flow and thought that if I paid
attention in church that I was a true
follower of Christ. Some of you
may be feeling the same way right
now, and that is okay. But I am here
to inform you that there is so much
more.
“Not too long ago, something very tragic happened in my
life. My older brother was diagnosed with LGL cancer, which, in
simplest terms, is the rarest form of
leukemia. This was something that
ultimately helped to strengthen my
faith, but it initially brought feelings of confusion and anger.
“I was so lost. I would ask
myself countless times ‘why him,
why anybody’ or ‘how could you
do this’. I just could not fathom the
fact that my creator who I was told
was there to love and protect us

With the March for Life quickly
approaching us this winter, the
controversial topic of abortion is
becoming highly discussed. As
Martin Luther King said, “Every
aborted baby is like a slave in the
womb of his or her mother. The
mother decides his or her fate.”
There are many people in this
world who claim that aborting a
baby is not killing someone, but
simply killing off a few cells. Scientifically, however, from the moment
of conception, there is life inside of
the woman. Pro-life means simply
one thing: “respect for the sanctity
of life.” From the moment of conception, cells begin to form that are
a unique combination of both the
baby’s mother and father. The baby
is alive and there is no justification to silence his/her voice. Many
people agree with the fact that, yes,
from the moment of conception,
the baby is human, but not a person. Biology proves that from the
exact moment of conception the
baby has his/her own DNA and is
a person. It takes only sixteen days
for a baby’s heart to begin beating,
yet people continue to argue that
the baby is not a person. When
exactly does the opposing side
believe that this “human” becomes
a person? Is it when they begin to
feel pain and react to it? If this were
true then “humans” in a coma are
not people and they, too, should be
murdered. If one’s mother feels as
if he or she is becoming a burden
on their livelihood, does that mean
they deserve to die? There is no
magical moment when a human
suddenly transforms into a baby.
Life is life and it begins from the
very moment of conception. We are
all people and have human dignity
that cannot be taken away from us.
Abortion is America’s
deadliest war that has murdered
fifty-eight million lives in the
past forty-four years. This war is
so deadly because it attacks the
very center of humanity: family.
Throughout history, our society has
fought to protect the innocent lives
of people because no one deserves
to be killed. As humans we all have
equal rights and agree that killing
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If you are pro-life and feel strongly
about abortion, join pro-life America on January 19th in Washington
D.C. for the March for Life
Additions to the Chapel
By Ashley Berdel
There has been a new addition to
the chapel. In an interview with Fr.
Nordeman, he explained how LC
obtained beautifully crafted Stations of the Cross scenes pictured
below. These stations came from
the Chapel in the convent of Saint
Charles Borromeo Parish in Drexel
Hill. They were closing the convent
and took the sacred art and brought
it to the Ecclesiastical exchange at
Saint Charles Borromeo Seminary.
Churches and/or convents that are
closing bring their holy articles to
the Ecclesiastical exchange and the
money made from the sacred art is
given to the church or convent.
Father explained, “The Stations of
the Cross are an important devotion because it allows us all to take
time and enter into the passion of
Jesus. Especially during the season
of Lent, having visible devotions
in the chapel can help all of us
contemplate different points in
our lives. When we see Jesus fall in
the street bearing our cross it may
make us think of a time in our life
when we have fallen while carrying
our cross. The Stations allow us to
connect with the Lord and have a
better understanding of all he did
for us.”

Kairos XXXIV

Kairos is a four day immersive retreat
for seniors that is designed to bring
them closer to God, self, and others.

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ— by grace you have been saved.” Ephesians 2:4-5
During Kairos, students have the opportunity to experience the overwhelming glory of God’s love in an intimate way with fellow friends in the
faith. God’s love changes everything in your life. It will never fail and He will never let go of you. Kairos is just one journey in life in which God
reaches out his hands and makes His presence known. Although God is present in every aspect and in every moment in each of our lives, Kairos
allows you to focus on your faith and your internal thoughts. Regardless of personal sin and struggle, God still reaches out with his infinite love, to
save us and make us alive in Him.
Kairos 34 was very different from my first retreat in that this time, I was the rector. All of the hours put into preparation for the retreat were well
worth it when I saw the overall impact it made in the lives of the retreatants. To see the friendships forming, with others and with our Lord, Jesus
Christ, was indescribable and inimitable. The way each group bonded through God’s love was powerful. I hope everyone who is considering going
on Kairos in the future answers God’s calling, and goes. God wants to know you, and wants you to know Him. Take, what may be, the first step and
experience Him, in His everlasting mercy and eternal love, on Kairos.
My group, the Rafikis, was so unexplainably awesome, so here are a few of their experiences regarding the retreat:
“Don’t let fear of the unknown keep you from experiencing God’s best.” -Matt Maginnis
“Amazing experience, I recommend it for everybody.” -Kyle Macy
“I gained a new level of understanding of faith that I wouldn’t have received it I haven’t had this experience.” -Sophia Boschetto
With His love,
Jill Albertson, K34 Rector

Let God
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This issue made possible by Dr. Daniel Cassarella
An interview by Sabrina Thorsen and Sammie Razzi
Dr. Daniel Cassarella is a local orthodontist who donated to the Crusader Connection. He
studied at Harvard and UCLA and has had a local practice for about 2 years.
Are you an LC Alumnus? If not, how did you find out about our school paper?
“ I am not an LC alumnus. I recently opened an orthodontist practice close by the school
about two years ago and, in the process of doing that, we’ve been doing a lot of outreach to
community organizations, all different types of schools, to see how we can help support students, teachers, administrators, and some of the community in our area. We sent a letter to
your school, and I had the opportunity to meet with Mr. Burns [(Director of Advancement)]
and we discussed some of the ways our practice could help the school. The newspaper was
one of the things we discussed and we were very excited to help and support the paper.”
Why are you interested in sponsoring our school paper?
“I really was interested in any activities that are outside the standard curriculum that really help to prepare students for future career paths and explore
whether or not that path is right for them. Specifically, with a newspaper, the importance of gathering information and presenting it in a professional
way and making sure it is all accurate, is a very important process for just about any field. Whether you’re giving a report as a business person, or in
the scientific field, or the medical field, it is very important. Even if journalism or being involved in communications is not a future career path for
students, being a part of the newspaper is something that could really be helpful to other career paths as well.
Do you have any advice for young adults who are pursuing a medical profession?
“I think just general advice even beyond students who are pursuing a medical profession, is to really try and discover what your true passion is and to
use that as a way to find what is the best career path for you. A lot of people discover that taking care of people, and the medical fields is what they are
truly passionate about. I know, for myself, the ability to work with many different types of people and establish relationships with them and do something positive, enhancing their confidence in themselves, is something that I became very passionate about and that’s why I became an orthodontist. I
believe that just about everybody can make the greatest impact and be the best at whatever they are truly passionate about and whatever they truly love
doing. For certain people, that may be a medical, health-related field and, for others, it might not be. However, there are many different ways to make
a positive impact on other people and the community and the world, in general. But, I think that all comes from an intrinsic thing that every individual has and that is core passion that will drive us.”
Thank you, Dr. Cassarella, for your time & generosity!

Weighing In With the Dans
If you read the first edition of The Crusader Connection, you know
all about the bet between two rivaling theology teachers, Dan McCarthy
and Dan Finocchio. The bet goes as follows: If Mr. McCarthy loses 30
pounds by Senior Prom, he wins. Mr. Finocchio will be happy to know
that, since the last weigh-in, Mr. McCarthy’s weight has remained
stagnant at 274 lbs. Stay tuned for more updates! It could be worse....
Mr. Finocchio’s commentary:
“I’m both pleased and not surprised to see no progress has been made.
Thank you, gluttony, and all who contribute.”

Mr. McCarthy, pictured right, watches from the sidelines as his work associate,
Mr. Finocchio, enjoys a taunting plate of wings. Good luck, Mr. McCarthy.

Happy Holidays from theStaff!

Aspiring Writers and
Artists:

Dear Readers,
The entire staff of The Crusader Connection wishes to
send you warm Christmas greetings as we move into the New
Year. We are excited that you have supported us in our efforts
to bring student news to the LC community. We hope you will
continue to read our work and maybe even contribute! Feel
free to send questions, comments, or suggestions to newspaper@lansdalecatholic.com and follow us on Twitter @lcnews18
for updates and polls. Have a blessed & merry Christmas and
we will see you in 2018!

Literary Magazine: If you have poetry, creative
writing, or artwork of any kind and you are looking for
an outlet to share your work-look no further! In the
spring, we will be publishing a literary/arts magazine to
show off the Crusader’s creative talent. If you’d like to
make a submission, please send your work to
newspaper@lansdalecatholic.com anytime over the next
few months. If you have material, but are scared to put
it out there, we can absolutley publish your work anonymously. Our editorial staff is very excited about this
expansion of newspaper and hopes you can become involved with advancing LC’c creative community with us!
Newspaper: If you want to be involved in The Crusader Connection, it’s not too late! Send any articles,
ideas, pictures, or suggestions to newspaper@lansdalecatholic.com. You can also contact any of our editing
staff or our moderator, Ms. Brady, with any questions
you may have. Happy reading!

8

