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ELEMENTARY STEM PROGRAM
At the beginning of the 2016-2017 school year, Airport Community
Schools implemented a new STEM Program for all elementary
students. STEM 1 focuses on Technology and Engineering while
STEM 2 focuses on Science, Math, and Engineering. Students are
engaged in inquiry-orientated teaching and learning models.
Students use their prior knowledge and literacies to develop explanations for their hands-on experiences of scientific phenomena. They
have opportunities to represent and re-represent their developing
understanding while engaged actively in the learning process.
Students develop investigation skills and an understanding of the
nature of science and engineering practices. They have been coding,
designing houses and roller coasters, creating learning boards,
developing investigations, solving problems, collecting
and analyzing data, and evaluating their findings.
Submitted by Dawn
Spears, Elementary
STEM Teacher

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE…
HAPPY BIRTHDAY MONROE COUNTY!
It has recently come to my attention that it is a special year for Monroe County. This year, 2017, marks the
200th year of existence for Monroe County. The Monroe County 200 Legacy Project in conjunction with
the Monroe County Bicentennial Alliance is spearheading a grand celebration this summer and some great
projects and opportunities surrounding this special year for Monroe County. I have learned some facts
about our county and the 5th President of the United State, James Monroe, for whom our county is named.
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Our county was named after James Monroe in honor of his visit to the
Michigan Territory. Our county was founded on July 14 th, 1817 by
proclamation by Territorial Governor, Lewis Cass and Territorial
Secretary, William Woodbridge.



James Monroe was our 5th President of the United States and was
considered the last “Founding Father” that we had as a President. He
was born in 1758, married Elizabeth Kortright in 1786, they had 3
children, and he coincidentally died on July 4 th 1831.



James Monroe served in the Virginia Militia and joined General
George Washington in the Continental Army. He actually rode across the Delaware River with
Washington and is pictured in that infamous painting holding the American flag. He was also
wounded at Trenton.



James Monroe served in the Continental Congress, was a U.S. Senator from Virginia, and also served
as Governor of Virginia. He served two terms as President (1817-1825) and has been credited to
ending the War of 1812 with the Treaty of Ghent, negotiating the Louisiana Purchase, and acquiring
Florida from Spain.
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There are many activities that are happening around the county this year and culminating in a celebration
this summer. At that celebration there will be a dedication to a new 9-foot tall sculpture of President
Monroe that is being produced as I write this article. These activities and sculpture are being made possible
by many generous donations and some hard work by many people honoring this great county we live in.
The Airport School buildings will be soon flying an additional Monroe County flag (light blue) underneath
our American Flag to commemorate this great feat. So join me in being proud of our 200 th year of existence
here in Monroe County!
If you have additional interest in activities, would like to donate, or have questions please call/email Bill
Saul at 734.755.0968—wsaul@provide.net or Sue Donavon at cemetarylady1@comcast.net.
Sincerely,

John J. Krimmel, IV, Superintendent

AIRPORT HIGH SCHOOL
HERO!
On February 17, 2017, Airport High School
sophomore, Hannah Buckner, jumped into action
to save her mother’s life. Katherine Buckner,
Hannah’s mother, had a serious medical emergency. Hannah quickly took charge of the situation,
called 911, and provided medical assistance until
help arrived. Hannah’s mother is home and doing
well.
Submitted by Mrs. Bree, AHS Counselor

PAGE 2

MENTAL HEALTH AND FAMILY MEDICAL CENTER
Many children experience some bumps as they grow from infancy through their adolescent years. Every child is unique and special.
Sometimes they encounter emotions, feelings, or behaviors that can cause problems in their lives and in the lives of those around
them. Families often worry when their child or teenager has difficulty coping with an event, feels sad, can’t sleep, gets involved
with drugs, or can’t get along with family or friends. (American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry).
There appears to be a stigma associated
with behavioral/mental health and when
we take a look at the numbers across our
nation…there really shouldn’t be:
 1 in 5 Americans will experience
a mental health condition at some
point in their lives.
 1 in 5 children, ages 13-18, have
or will have a serious mental
illness.
rd
 Suicide is the 3 leading cause of
death in youth ages 10-24
 90% of those who died by
suicide had an underlying mental
illness.
 50% of all lifetime cases of
mental illness begin by age 14.
Airport Community Schools have
partnered with Family Medical Center to
help families address some of these
behavioral health needs. Having a child
who struggles with behavioral health
does not define you as a parent, and it
does not define a child. Asking for help
is a sign of strength, not weakness.

If you would like further information
about this partnership between Airport
Schools and Family Medical Center,
please contact Jenny Francisco, Restorative Practices/At-Risk Coordinator at
734-654-4032, or email at
jfrancisco@airport.school

MICHIGAN NOTABLE AUTHOR TOUR
Airport Community Schools Libraries and the Carleton Branch Library
(MCLS) will host Travis Mulhauser, author of 2017 Michigan Notable
Book, “Sweet Girl” on April 6, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. in the Village of South
Rockwood at the South Rockwood Branch Library (MCLS) as part of the
“Michigan Notable Authors Tour.” The South Rockwood Branch Library is
located at 5676 Carleton Rockwood Road, Suite C, S. Rockwood, MI
48179. This program will be free and open to the public.
For more than 26 years the Library of Michigan, a division of the Michigan
Department of Education, has sponsored the annual Michigan Notable Book
Awards. This year marks the tenth year for the Michigan Notable Authors
Tour. In January, twenty titles by Michigan authors were announced as the
2017 Michigan Notable Book Award winners.
Michigan Notable Books is designed to promote reading and raise awareness of Michigan’s literary heritage. The program annually
selects twenty of the most outstanding books published in that year – titles that are reflective of Michigan's diverse ethnic, historical,
literary and cultural experience.
“These wonderful books celebrate, in their own unique ways, Michigan’s people, places and events,” said State Superintendent Brian
Whiston. “The Michigan Notable Books list is a great way to showcase each year a new crop of talented writers in a state steeped in
history and natural beauty, and rich in stories and diversity.”
Submitted by Lisa Brakel, District Media Specialist
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UPWARD BOUND LEADERSHIP SUMMIT
Eight Airport High School Upward Bound students attended the 2017 Student Leadership Summit, hosted by Michigan College
Access Programs & Personnel (MI-CAPP), in Grand Rapids from Feb. 24-26. There were many activities and workshops for the
students to attend including workshops on college life, financial aid, personal branding, dating & relationships, and many more! Two
AHS students were nominated as Student Ambassadors (Karlee Tyo and Chelsea Peterson), and Chelsea Peterson received an Outstanding Student Leadership Award. These student leaders will now be creating a STEM-related workshop presentation of their own
for the rest of AHS Upward Bound.
Pictured below:
AHS Outstanding Student
Leadership Award winner,
Chelsea Peterson with Charles
Friedline, Academic Skills
Coordinator

MI-CAPP Student Ambassadors, including AHS’s own Karlee
Tyo and Chelsea Peterson (front and center).

SCHOOL-TO-CAREER MENTORING

Fathe Spiers with Mr. Pliska, Counseling
Experience at Huron High School

Airport High School is proud to announce that six students were chosen
to participate in the School-to Career-Mentoring program offered by The
Downriver Career Technical Consortium. DCTC provided10th grade
students in the consortium districts the opportunity to attend a four-day
mentoring experience in an area of their career interest. The information
students gain from this program helps guide them in the type of training
and education they will need following high school graduation. Students
submitted an application and essay as part of the selection process. Megan
Constante, Daniel Liddy, Autumn Miller, Kara Notario, Jordyn Riopelle,
and Fathe Spiers were chosen to participate in the School-to-Career Mentoring Program and shadowed their mentors during November and December. On January 24, 2017, the students, their families, and mentors,
attended an appreciation breakfast at Crystal Gardens in Riverview,
Michigan.
Submitted by Ms. Krista
Bree, AHS Counselor

Jordyn Riopelle with Ms. Bressler and Ms. Carter,
Music Experience at Renton Junior High School

Daniel Liddy with Ms.
Turner from Crest Ford
Megan Constante and Autumn
Miller with Ms. Goudeaux-Stanley,
Culinary Experience at Riverview
High School.

PAGE 4

Kara Notario with Chief Vack, Flat Rock Fire Department

AIRPORT HIGH SCHOOL CAMPAIGN PROJECTS INCLUDES LIVE DEBATE
For the third straight year, AHS juniors and seniors in Mr. Koleszar’s AP U.S. Government classes participated in a campaign
simulation project. The high school’s halls were decked with campaign posters and several classrooms were visited on the campaign
trail. The classes were divided up into three groups: Republicans, Democrats, and the media. They would fulfill their corresponding
roles throughout the campaign, which culminated with selected classrooms voting for one of the two presidential candidates. One of
the featured components of the project is the debate. Roughly 150 Airport students crowded the cafeteria to watch the candidates
debate real-life issues. Mr. Koleszar teaches two AP U.S. Government classes. In the first class, the candidates were Makenzie Jacobs
(Jr.) and Emily DeLine (Jr.). In the second class, the candidates were Anna Whitwam (Sr.) and Cara Taylor (Jr.). This project has
become a class-favorite, and one Mr. Koleszar plans to continue annually.

Airport High School AP U.S. Government students, Anna
Whitwam and Cara Taylor participate in a debate.

NCE STUDENT TRAGEDY TURNS
INTO OVERWHELMING
DISPLAY OF SUPPORT
On Wednesday, March 1, 2017 Niedermeier Center for Education
student Nicholas Wurts was alerted, while at school, that his house
was on fire. It turned out that his home was considered to be a total
loss along with all of their possessions. Nicholas composed the following letter in response to the generous support they have received.
Dear Airport Community,
Thank you for the constant support my family has been given. It has
been life altering for my family, but how quickly the community
responded, and the amount of donations that were given, was astonishing. The house was 100% lost and my mother and I had just the
clothes on our backs. I went to school the following Monday to see
the abundance of clothes and food. I was overwhelmed with joy and
relief at the support given to our family in our time of need. After
going through everything that was donated, my mom and I were able to breathe a giant sigh of relief that we were taken care of. My
mom and I would like to thank the Airport Community Schools students and staff, along with Mrs. Wetzel, Mrs. Schelosky, and Mr.
Freestone. We also would like to thank the Red Cross, our neighbors, as well as all the local church organizations for their generous
donations and support. Additionally, we would like to thank the countless others that supported us in our time of need. In this tragic
time for my family, I have been grateful for the endless support that reminds me that I don’t have to go through this alone. We cannot
thank you all enough for your thoughts, prayers and support during this difficult time. I am proud to be a part of such a supportive
community. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for taking care of our family when we were not able to take care of ourselves.

Nicholas Wurts

PAGE 5

AIRPORT CHOIRS SING ON
On Friday, March 3, Airport’s Wagar Middle School Seventh & Eighth grade chorus took stage for the district festival at Washtenaw
Community College. They had rehearsed countless hours, had clinicians come to aid them in their singing, and sang for the prefestival concert. Their focus was outstanding and they had their eyes on qualifying for the state competition. The Seventh grade
chorus achieved their goal and will be singing at the state competition in the beginning of May at Central Michigan University.
Eighth grade, despite their best efforts, fell short by three points of qualifying. Their director, Chelsea Whiteoak, could not have
been more proud of the way both choirs performed that day. She hopes that the students do not let their score define them and no
matter the outcome her students feel proud of everything they have already achieved. Congratulations, Wagar Middle School
Choirs!

SEVENTH GRADE CHOIR
On Tuesday, March, 14 Airport High School choirs took the stage for their district festival at Clarenceville High School. They too
had put in numerous hours of rehearsal, hard work, and even a few tears had been shed. The high school districts are a new level of
difficultly but all three choruses rose to meet the challenge. Concert Choir, which is the beginning 1 st hour chorus, reached a new
level of musicianship and scored with a respectable 86 points that gave them with a Good rating. The Woman’s Ensemble, which is
the more advanced 6th hour chorus, had scored the highest score of the morning, with 106 points, which gave them with an Excellent
rating and qualified them for states. Varsity Voices, which is the auditioned after school choir, gave an emotionally charged performance that many will never forget. Varsity Voices ended up with 95 points, one point away from qualifying for states, a Good rating.

Chelsea Whiteoak was brought to tears during every choir’s performance. She says, “the level of musicianship is one that every
director dreams of hearing and to see them achieve this fills me with a sense of pride and love for all that my students are and will
be.”
The scale for all District Festivals: I Excellent 96-120
II Good 72-95
III Fair 46-71
IV Developing 24-45
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DISTRICT LIBRARY NEWS
Featured Resource
Looking for a great resource to help with research projects? Try Research in Context. Research
in Context includes the most-studied topics for grades 6-8 - literature, science, social studies, and
U.S. and world history. This database of resources is written specifically for upper elementary and
middle school students (high school students may find it useful too). The information provided
comes from authoritative sources including Gale, National Geographic and Scholastic and is
aligned to national and state curriculum standards.
Research in Context also interacts with Google classroom allowing students to highlight text, take notes and then save these
directly to their Google Drive. Articles also have a “read aloud” feature that can be helpful to some students. Take a minute to
“check it out.” Home use passwords are available in the library.
We Enjoyed…
The Wagar fifth and sixth grade students enjoyed a visit with author/illustrator Ruth McNally Barshaw on Wednesday February
22nd. Mrs. Barshaw was joined by her husband and together they spoke about her life and writing. During the presentiation she drew
pictures about the stories she was telling. She left all of her artwork with us at Wagar Middle School. Barshaw is
best known for her Ellie McDoodle Diaries series.
What’s New?
The high school book club, The Page Turners, will participate in a virtual book discussion with author Susan Beth
Pfeffer on Tuesday March 22. Pfeffer is the author of Life A s W e Knew It. This book is a partner read with the
One Book One Community event hosted by the Monroe County Community College. For more information
check out the One Book website at www.monroeccc.edu/onebook.
Submitted by Lisa Brakel, District Media Specialist

DECA IS GETTING READY TO SEND
NINE MEMBERS TO ANAHEIM, CA!
Harley Glasgow, Casey Hammar and Cam Schaller wer e State Champions for their Entr epr eneur ship Promotion Project. They held a coloring contest for the elementary students at Sterling, a t-shirt
design contest at Wagar, and a poster display for the high school. A special feature of this project was Cam Schaller sharing a personal experience of being a young entrepreneur selling his
special “Little People Lip Balm” to raise money to buy a car! Brent Mossburg will be filling in
for Cam for the final part of this competition.
Amy Clegg, Alyssa Lang, and Madelyn Goins r eceived Gold Level Cer tification for their
School Based Enterprise project about rules and regulations for The Locker School Store. They
wrote an employee manual that was over 45 pages. This group also won an Award for being in
the “Top 10” in the State of Michigan! Due to scheduling conflicts, the group of Hana Blaz,
Seth Balog, and Lauren Niemi will be taking this pr oject over for the second par t of the
competition based on their work with the “We Dig Connie” project.
State Finalists
These four DECA members were State Finalists!

Brent Mossburg and Lauren Zlatos made it onto the stage for their Public
Relations Project. Their team made an Airport themed placemat for local
restaurants, helped plan the Airport Monroe County fair booth winning first prize
as the “Best Display”, and created a game board for middle school students with
information about the district.

Jeff Manchester and Colin Meiden made the stage for their Community
Service Project, “Break Cancers Ankles”. They worked behind the scenes to
donate $1,200 to the American Cancer Society. Special thanks goes out to the
Advanced Marketing classes for helping with this event.

Lauren Zlatos and Danielle Lawson will be attending the Thr ive Leader ship Academy for their
hard work organizing DECA written events.
The competition was harder than it has ever been in previous years. We are so proud of all of our DECA
members who attended the conference! We also need to thank all the marketing and business classes at
Airport for being involved in DECA helping with the projects behind the scenes.
Congrats Airport DECA! These projects are a collaborative team effort from all our business and marketing students!
Special thanks go out to Laura Olsen, Rob Yusko, and Jackie McGinnis for giving up a four day weekend to chaperone!
Submitted by Mrs. Millican, Teacher/Advisor
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X-PLAN
I was surfing Facebook a few weeks ago and came across an article that really got me thinking about my 2 teenage nieces. I promptly sent it to my sister-in-law…and within an hour, the X-Plan was implemented within their household. Here is the blog, posted by
Bert Fulks at www.bertfulks.com

X-Plan: Giving your kids a way out (#xplan)
FEBRUARY 23, 2017 / BERT FULKS
(As seen on The Today Show, Good Housekeeping, HerViewFromHome, ScaryMommy, The Huffington Post, Mamamia, MomsEveryday, and
numerous social and news media outlets. UPDATED – 3/3/2017)

Friends, as most of you know, I get to spend an hour each week with a group of young people going through addiction recovery. Yes. Young people. I’m talking teenagers who are locked away for at least six months as they learn to overcome their
addictions. I’m always humbled and honored to get this time with these beautiful young souls that have been so incredibly
assaulted by a world they have yet to understand. This also comes with the bittersweet knowledge that these kids still have a
fighting chance while several of my friends have already had to bury their own children. Recently I asked these kids a simple
question: “How many of you have found yourself in situations where things started happening that you weren’t comfortable
with, but you stuck around, mainly because you felt like you didn’t have a way out?”
They all raised their hands. Every single one of them.
In the spirit of transparency … I get it. Though in my mid-forties, I’m still in touch with that awkward boy who often felt
trapped in the unpredictable currents of teenage experiences. I can’t count the times sex, drugs, and alcohol came rushing into
my young world; I wasn’t ready for any of it, but I didn’t know how to escape and, at the same time, not castrate myself socially. I still recall my first time drinking beer at a friend’s house in junior high school—I hated it, but I felt cornered. As an adult,
that now seems silly, but it was my reality at the time. “Peer pressure” was a frivolous term for an often silent, but very real
thing; and I certainly couldn’t call my parents and ask them to rescue me. I wasn’t supposed to be there in the first place. As
a teen, forcing down alcohol seemed a whole lot easier than offering myself up for punishment, endless nagging and interrogation, and the potential end of freedom as I knew it.

X-PLAN
For these reasons, we now have something called the “X-plan” in our family. This simple, but powerful tool is a lifeline that
our kids are free to use at any time. Here’s how it works: “Let’s say that my youngest, Danny, gets dropped off at a party. If
anything about the situation makes him uncomfortable, all he has to do is text the letter “X” to any of us (his mother, me, his
siblings). The one who receives the text has a very basic script to follow. Within a few minutes, they call Danny’s
phone. When he answers, the conversation goes like this:
“Hello?” “Danny, something’s come up and I have to come get you right now.” “What happened?”
“I’ll tell you when I get there. Be ready to leave in five minutes. I’m on my way.”
At that point, Danny tells his friends that something’s happened at home, someone is coming to get him, and he has to leave.
In short, Danny knows he has a way out; at the same time, there’s no pressure on him to open himself to any social ridicule. He
has the freedom to protect himself while continuing to grow and learn to navigate his world.
This is one of the most loving things we’ve ever given him, and it offers him a sense of security and confidence in a world that
tends to beat our young people into submission.
However, there’s one critical component to the X-plan: Once he’s been extracted from the trenches, Danny knows that he can
tell us as much or as little as he wants … but it’s completely up to him. The X-plan comes with the agreement that we will
pass no judgments and ask no questions (even if he is 10 miles away from where he’s supposed to be). This can be a hard thing
for some parents (admit it, some of us are complete control-freaks); but I promise it might not only save them, but it will go a
long way in building trust between you and your kid.
(One caveat here is that Danny knows if someone is in danger, he has a moral obligation to speak up for their protection, no
matter what it may cost him personally. That’s part of the lesson we try to teach our kids—we are our brother’s keeper, and
sometimes we have to stand for those too weak to stand for themselves. Beyond that, he doesn’t have to say a word to
us. Ever.) For many of us parents, we lament the intrusion of technology into our relationships. I hate seeing people sit down
to dinner together and then proceed to stare into their phones. It drives me nuts when my kids text me from another room in our
house. However, cell phones aren’t going away, so we need to find ways to use this technology to help our kids in any way we
can.
Since first publishing this piece, I’ve seen an incredible amount of discussion about the pros and cons. Here are some of the
questions folks have had: Doesn’t this encourage dishonesty? Absolutely not. It actually presents an opportunity for you as a
parent to teach your kids that they can be honest (something DID come up, and they DO have to leave), while learning that it’s
okay to be guarded in what they reveal to others. They don’t owe anyone an explanation the next day, and if asked can give the
honest answer, “It’s private and I don’t want to talk about it.” Boom! Another chance for a social skill life-lesson from Mom
and Dad.
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(X-PLAN Continued)
Does this cripple a kid socially instead of teaching them to stand up to others? I know plenty of adults who struggle to stand
up to others. This simply gives your kid a safe way out as you continue to nurture that valuable skill.
What if this becomes habitual? If you’re regularly rescuing your kid, hopefully your family is having some conversations
about that. If you don’t talk about it or ask questions, how do they learn? If you’re building a relationship of trust with your
kids, they’ll probably be the ones to start the conversation. More importantly, most of these conversations need to take place
on the FRONT-side of events. Ever taken a cruise? They all make you go through the safety briefing in case the boat sinks.
They don’t wait until the ship’s on fire to start telling you about the lifeboats. Talk with them. Let your kids ask questions
and give them frank answers.
If they’re not where they’re supposed to be, shouldn’t there be consequences?
Let’s be honest. A kid in fear of punishment is a lot less likely to reach out for help when the world comes at them. Admitting that they’re in over their heads is a pretty big life-lesson all by itself. However, don’t get so caught up in all of the details. This isn’t a one-size-fits-all scheme. Every parent, every kid, and every situation is unique. What it might look like in
your family could be totally different from mine—and that’s okay.
I urge you to use some form of our X-plan in your home. If you honor it, your kids will thank you for it. You never know
when something so simple could be the difference between your kid laughing with you at the dinner table or spending six
months in a recovery center … or (God forbid) something far worse.
At the end of the day, however, the most important thing is that you’re having some open, honest discussions with your kids.
Keep building a relationship of trust. This isn’t the same world we grew up in. It’s not like sneaking a beer at Billy’s house
anymore. Our kids face things on a daily basis that—given one bad decision—can be fatal. Don’t believe me? I’ve been to
funerals for great kids from awesome families.
Friends, it’s a dangerous world. And our kids are out in it everyday. Prayers for strength and compassion to the parents out
there as we all try to figure out this whole parenting gig—it never gets easy. I beg you to share this piece. Talk about it with
your kids. If this somehow gives just one kid a way out of a bad situation, we can all feel privileged to have been a part of
that. #xplan
Submitted by Jenny Francisco, Restorative Practice/At-Risk Coordinator

SHOTS FOR VICTORY
Jets & Falcons Interact Clubs band together to raise money for Cancer Center with annual Shots For Victory Game. It’s a rivalry
that’s been going on for decades; the Airport Jets and the S.M.C.C. Falcons. No matter the sport, when these two schools clash it is
a must see event. However, this basketball game was just a bit different. Although the two teams were clashing on the court, there is
a commonality between everyone in attendance. The Interact Clubs of both schools hosted their annual Shots For Victory game in
an effort to raise money for the Victory Cancer Center in Toledo. Members of both clubs volunteered their time to collect donations
from many local businesses to raffle off. They also were present at the event to help ensure it ran smoothly. This year’s event was
able to raise $3,800, a little over double the amount raised last year.
Submitted by Austin Peters, AHS Student
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WHAT IS BULLYING?
Wagar Middle School’s Position—Kevin Hileman, MA, LLPC School Counselor
Due to some very tragic outcomes in our society, bullying has become a very hot topic the past few years. At Wagar Middle School
we have addressed this issue for many years through assemblies and presentations in classes. Students receive instruction on what is
considered bullying, how to deal with a bullying situation, and how to help someone who is being cyber-bullied.
WHAT IS BULLYING?
Bullying is a repeated aggressive act meant to scare, intimidate and create an imbalance of power. Bullying behaviors take the form
of physical, i.e., pushing, shoving, tripping, etc., but also in the form of written/verbal threats, gestures and actions. These repeated
behaviors directed at a victim are meant to cause a reaction and invoke an emotional response such as fear, sadness and anger.
It is important that we distinguish the difference between normal peer conflict and what is construed as an ongoing bullying situation.
Every day teens have conflict with their peers over a variety of matters, but a one-time conflict does not make it a bullying situation.
Bullying is an on-going, repeated situation that has an imbalance of power. We do address behaviors with students when we see
them and point out when it is a bullying behavior. A one-time conflict with another student does not necessarily mean that they are
being bullied.

WHO IS A BULLY?
It was believed for many years that people who bully have low self-esteem or have been bullied in the past. These factors do play
into the reason, but ultimately bullying is about Power & Control. The bully lacks this in their own personal lives or feels entitled to
have it by taking it from others. Current research shows that many bullies are popular, academically average, have high self-esteem
and are very manipulative in dealing with their peers and adults.
HOW DO WE DEAL WITH A BULLY?
No schools are bully-free and very few work places are as well. We strive to educate our students to understand that they will encounter bully behavior the rest of their lives. Many of us work with people that use bad behavior to get what they want. We encounter people in stores that feel they are “entitled” to push their way to the front of the line. Teaching our students how to assertively
deal with bullying behaviors is a necessary life skill. Unfortunately, it is not easy for a victim to speak up and defend themselves.
We encourage an atmosphere of looking out for each other and letting an adult know when a situation has developed. Most bullying
occurs out of sight of adults, it is important that you encourage your child to speak up when they or others are being harassed. We
assure confidentiality and will address the situation immediately. Students are given several options for confronting a bully; we
work with each student individually to develop a method that makes them feel most comfortable.

KEEPIN’ IT REAL
WITH DARE
All students in 5th grade at Wagar Middle School
participated in the DARE program. Many of us
remember DARE as being Drug Abuse Resistance
Education, but in recent years, the program has
evolved into a course about making positive choices.
DARE now stands for: Define, Assess, Respond and
Evaluate. The program is teaching students to Define
the problem or problems they may be facing, Assess
their options, Respond to the others influences, and
Evaluate if their decision was appropriate. Along with learning the importance of active
listening and communicating, students are also learning to stand against drugs, violence
and bullying. As part of the DARE program, students write an essay discussing the
important things they learned during this 12 week program. By far, students list standing
up to bullying as one of the top things they learn from
DARE. Standing up to peers who may push them to
engage in risky or dangerous behavior also ranks high.
Deputy John Gurganus, Airport Community Schools
liaison officer, guided students through role playing,
collaborating, and mentoring during the DARE program
which took place in Ms. Seibert’s Social Studies classes.
DARE graduation, always a memorable event for 5th
graders, was held on February 10, 2017. For more information on the DARE program, please visit
www.DARE.com.
Submitted by Mandy Marut District DARE Coordinator
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UKULELE CLUB
On March 15th and 16th, students from Wagar Middle School's Sixth Grade Ukulele
Club invited teachers, staff, and administrators to experience a ukulele lesson taught
by the students. Students were able to share their passion for music as well as recently acquired skills on ukulele which they have learned in their sixth grade music special class. Adults who participated were given a crash course on instrument position,
three basic chords, and strumming. With the help of excited students, the meeting
finished with a whole group jam session featuring the songs, Love Me Do and Best
Day of My Life.

The Ukulele Club is open to sixth graders
who have previously participated in the
music elective. It is sponsored by Mrs.
Welch who teaches fifth and sixth grade
general music at Wagar.

Submitted by Mrs. Welch,
Music Teacher

WAGAR SPELLING BEE
The Wagar Spelling Bee was held on Tuesday, March 14, 2017. The top qualifying students from each grade level, from grades five
through eight, participated making a total of thirty-three students. The top ten winners along with their grade levels were: Ryan
Lewis, grade 6; Alec Ford, grade 7; Stephanie Madriz, grade 7; Mackenzie Bucki, grade 8; Tayton Ruhlig, grade 5; Zoe Torzewski,
grade 5; Mara Szuper, grade 7; Samantha Peless, grade 7; Abigail Mathis, grade 5; and Sydney Jorgensen, grade 6. Students
qualified by participating in the grade level bees earlier this year. This year’s winner is Ryan Lewis, grade 6. The runner-up is Alec
Ford, grade 7.
Ryan will represent Wagar Middle School in the Monroe County Spelling Bee on May 10 th at 6:30 p.m. at the Monroe County
Intermediate School District. If Ryan is unable to participate, Alec will represent Wagar Middle School. The Monroe County
Spelling Bee is an annual event sponsored by the Monroe County Intermediate School District.

Front Row Left to Right: Tayton Ruhlig, Samantha Peless,
Sydney Jorgensen, Mara Szuper, Mackenzie Bucki, Abigail
Mathis Back Row Left to Right: Alec Ford, Ryan Lewis,
Stephanie Madriz, Zoe Torzewski

Left to Right: Assistant Principal Ryan Duvall, Runner-up
Alec Ford, Winner Ryan Lewis, Principal Daniel Bondy
Submitted by Myrtle Bruck, Wagar Teacher
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AHS
WINNING
WELDER
Congratulations to
Patrick O’Rourke for
placing 1st in the overall
category at the DCTC
Welding competition.
The overall category is
the most rigorous category, consisting of MIG,
TIG, Arc Welding, and
Oxy Fuel Cutting and
Welding. After this win,
Patrick went on to
compete against twenty other students at the Open House
Competition held at Washtenaw Community College
there he won 1st place again in the Overall category. As
part of his winnings, Patrick received a Lincoln Electric
MIG welder, a new helmet, gloves, and a welding jacket.

HURON LEAGUE CHAMPIONS!
Congratulations to the varsity girls basketball team for winning the
school’s first ever Huron League Championship. The players and
coaches were recognized at the school board meeting on Monday,
March 13th for their accomplishments. Great season, Jets!

ACS will be rooting for Patrick this April as he goes to
the state competition held in Grand Rapids. Patrick
would like to give a special thanks to his welding teacher,
Walt Sissler, as well as DCTC and the Flat Rock welding
program.
Submitted by: Ms. India Schumake, AHS Counselor

AVA FEBRUARY STUDENT
OF THE MONTH
Payton Bucki was the first recipient of AVA’s Student
of the Month Program. Students are nominated for
completing classes, showing kindness, going above and
beyond, following classroom expectations, and showing
exemplary behavior within our classroom. Payton has
been a phenomenal student all year and she has worked
hard to complete numerous high school classes. She is a
leader in our classroom and has done an exceptional job
taking learning into her own hands.
Submitted by Alicia Drozdowski, AVA Teacher

ALL STATE HONORS FOR
AHS WRESTLER
Congratulations to Junior, Kyle Bergmooser, for earning All-State
honors by taking 4th place at the individual wrestling state finals held
at the Palace of Auburn Hills. Sophomore, Jon Fritz, also qualified for
the event and wrestled tough. Both Jon and Kyle are two-time state
qualifiers.
Submitted by Mr. Duffy, District Athletic Director

ATHLETIC BOOSTERS 150 CLUB
MARCH WINNERS
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$250 - Dina Gratz
$25 - Corine Nauman
$25 - Stephanie Cleland
$25 - Carri Dyl
$25 - Virgil Hinzman Sr.

Upcoming
Meetings are
April 4th and
May 2nd.
GO JETS!

VARSITY SPORTS SCHEDULES
Baseball
Sat
Mon
Thurs
Sat
Mon
Wed
Thurs
Sat
Wed
Fri
Sat
Mon
Wed
Mon
Wed
Sat
Mon
Thurs
Sat
Mon
Wed
Thurs
Sat
Wed

04/01/2017
04/03/2017
04/06/2017
04/08/2017
04/10/2017
04/12/2017
04/13/2017
04/22/2017
04/26/2017
04/28/2017
04/29/2017
05/01/2017
05/03/2017
05/08/2017
05/10/2017
05/13/2017
05/15/2017
05/18/2017
05/20/2017
05/22/2017
05/24/2017
05/25/2017
05/27/2017
05/31/2017

Hamilton Invitational
Jefferson High School
Blissfield Schools (DH)
John Hughson Invite
Milan High School
Riverview High School
Cabrini Catholic
Allen Park High School
SMCC
Grosse Ile High School
Taylor Kennedy H.S.
Huron High School
Jefferson High School
Flat Rock High School
Milan High School
George Williams Invite
Riverview High School
SMCC
Coldwater High School
Grosse Ile High School
Huron High School
Flat Rock High School
Dundee Community
Mason High School

Home
Away
Home
Home
Home
Away
Home
Home
Away
Home
Home
Away
Home
Away
Away
Home
Home
Home
Away
Away
Home
Home
Away
Away

10:00AM
5:00PM
4:00PM
10:00AM
5:00PM
5:00PM
4:00PM
10:00AM
5:00PM
5:00PM
10:00AM
5:00PM
5:00PM
5:00PM
5:00PM
10:00AM
5:00PM
5:00PM
9:00AM
5:00PM
5:00PM
5:00PM
10:00AM
5:00PM

Milan High School
Flat Rock High School
SMCC
Grosse Ile High School
Flat Rock High School
Huron High School
Milan High School
Jefferson High School
Jefferson High School
Riverview High School
Huron High School
Monroe County Champ

Home
Away
Home
Away
Home
Away
Away
Home
Away
Home
Away
Away

7:00PM
TBA
3:00PM
3:00PM
3:00PM
3:00PM
3:00PM
3:00PM
8:30AM
3:00PM
TBA
9:00AM

Flat Rock High School
Huron High School
SMCC
Milan High School
Grosse Ile High School
Jefferson High School
Huron High School
Riverview High School
Bedford High School
SMCC
Flat Rock High School
Thurston High School
Riverview High School
Milan High School
Grosse Ile High School

Home
Home
Away
Home
Away
Away
Away
Away
Away
Home
Away
Home
Home
Away
Home

4:30PM
4:30PM
4:30PM
4:30PM
4:30PM
4:30PM
4:30PM
4:30PM
10:00AM
4:30PM
4:30PM
4:30PM
4:30PM
4:30PM
4:30PM

Golf—Boys
Thurs
Fri
Wed
Wed
Mon
Wed
Mon
Wed
Thurs
Mon
Wed
Wed

02/02/2017
04/07/2017
04/12/2017
04/26/2017
05/01/2017
05/03/2017
05/08/2017
05/10/2017
05/11/2017
05/15/2017
05/17/2017
05/24/2017

Soccer—Girls
Wed
Tues
Wed
Fri
Wed
Fri
Mon
Wed
Sat
Mon
Wed
Fri
Mon
Wed
Thurs

04/12/2017
04/25/2017
04/26/2017
04/28/2017
05/03/2017
05/05/2017
05/08/2017
05/10/2017
05/13/2017
05/15/2017
05/17/2017
05/19/2017
05/22/2017
05/24/2017
05/25/2017

Softball
Mon
Wed
Sat
Mon
Wed
Thurs
Sat
Wed
Fri
Sat
Mon
Wed
Sat
Mon
Wed
Thurs
Mon
Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun
Mon
Wed
Sat

04/03/2017
04/05/2017
04/08/2017
04/10/2017
04/12/2017
04/13/2017
04/22/2017
04/26/2017
04/28/2017
04/29/2017
05/01/2017
05/03/2017
05/06/2017
05/08/2017
05/10/2017
05/11/2017
05/15/2017
05/18/2017
05/19/2017
05/20/2017
05/21/2017
05/22/2017
05/24/2017
05/27/2017

Jefferson High School
Monroe High School
Bedford High School
Milan High School
Riverview High School
Garden City HS
Southgate Anderson
SMCC
Grosse Ile High School
Huron Invite
Huron High School
Jefferson High School
John Warren Invite
Flat Rock High School
Milan High School
Dundee Community
Riverview High School
SMCC
Waterford Kettering
Waterford Kettering
Waterford Kettering
Grosse Ile High School
Huron High School
Taylor Kennedy H.S.

Home
Away
Home
Away
Home
Away
Away
Home
Away
Away
Home
Away
Home
Home
Home
Away
Away
Away
Away
Away
Away
Home
Away
Home

5:00PM
5:00PM
10:00AM
5:00PM
5:00PM
5:00PM
10:00AM
5:00PM
5:00PM
TBA
5:00PM
5:00PM
TBA
4:30PM
5:00PM
5:00PM
5:00PM
5:00PM
TBA
TBA
TBA
5:00PM
5:00PM
10:00AM

Huron High School
Trenton High School
Grosse Ile High School
Milan High School
Woodhaven HS
Riverview High School
Woodhaven HS
SMCC
Huron League Meet

Home
Away
Home
Away
Away
Home
Away
Away
Away

4:00PM
TBA
4:00PM
4:00PM
TBA
4:00PM
TBA
4:00PM
TBA

Home
Home
Away
Away
Away
Away
Home
Home
Away
Home
Home

10:00AM
TBA
4:30PM
4:30PM
4:30PM
TBA
4:00PM
4:00PM
2:00PM
4:00PM
4:00PM

Tennis—Girls
Tues
Sat
Tues
Tues
Sat
Tues
Sat
Tues
Tues

04/11/2017
04/22/2017
04/25/2017
05/02/2017
05/06/2017
05/09/2017
05/13/2017
05/16/2017
05/23/2017

Track & Field—Coed
Sat
Fri
Tues
Tues
Thurs
Sat
Tues
Thurs
Fri
Tues
Thurs

02/04/2017
04/07/2017
04/11/2017
04/25/2017
04/27/2017
04/29/2017
05/02/2017
05/04/2017
05/05/2017
05/09/2017
05/11/2017

Huron League Invite
Airport Relays
Huron High School
Flat Rock High School
Milan High School
Jefferson High School
Riverview High School
SMCC
Onsted High School
Jefferson High School
Grosse Ile High School

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Half Day of School

April 5, 2017
Spring Break

April 14 –23, 2017
Memorial Day

May 29, 2017
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CAMP READ S’MORE LITERACY NIGHT
Ritter Elementary School kicked off National Reading Month by celebrating with a camping
theme and it turned out absolutely amazing! The families relaxed and listened to stories read
by Mrs. Brown next to a homemade fire pit and camper scene. To set the mood, the lights were
off in one room. White decorative lights were hung from the ceiling and tents were set up.
Families enjoyed reading under the stars and by flashlight in
the tents.
Students also had fun playing the “Fishing for Rhymes”
game. The students fished with magnetic fishing poles.
The night was filled with engaging activities for the kids
such as making a firefly craft with a poem, hunting for sight
words on a Bear Hunt, word building, and writing a HowTo book for making s’mores (and then eating them). They
even had hot dogs!
Ritter continued to celebrate reading throughout the month
of March. The students engaged in fun reading activities all
month long. Our goal was to get the students excited about
reading. Also, we offered reading month incentives, guest
readers come in to read to our students, and an author visits
the school. The Language Arts Committee and Ritter Staff
did a fabulous job making this a fun learning experience for the students. A special thank you
goes out to Mrs. Gephart for organizing the event.
Submitted by Mrs. Post, Ritter Reading Specialist

THINKING LIKE ENGINEERS!
On February 16, 2017 Ritter Elementary students utilized their science and engineering skills in a variety of activities hosted by Imagination Station. During the
day, each grade was able to participate in 12 different engaging hands-on science
activities run by our wonderful parent volunteers. Students worked together to
build structures and bridges with K’NEX and geometrical shapes. A group of 4 th
grade students built a tower so tall it required a parent volunteer’s help in order to
place a star they had built on the top. Students learned about designing and constructing arches and structures that could withstand an earthquake. The Film Canister Rocket station was a big hit with groups of students building rockets that
flew off the table! An entire wall in the gym was filled with students’ different
roller coaster designs. There were very creative designs including multiple loops
for the marble to travel through! Our students loved the hands-on science activities and learned a lot!
That evening, a Family Night Event began with a great presentation from Imagination Station that involved lots of crowd participation and fun. After the presentation, families were able to try their engineering skills on two different activities.
Families worked together to design a Wind Racer that could travel six feet out of
simple materials such as: Life Savers,
straws, paper clips, paper, and tape. The
designs that were built were very unique
and creative. Many of the wind racers
traveled a good distance when put in
front of a fan! The second station challenged families to engineer 3D Newspaper Dowel Structures.
Ritter students had so much fun learning
and applying their engineering skills!
Thank you to Imagination Station and
our parent volunteers!
Submitted by: Rachel Gardner, Ritter
Elementary School 4th Grade Teacher
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Airport Community Schools

Kindergarten
Round-Up
Airport Community Schools will be hosting
Kindergarten Round-Up sessions on:

April 4 and May 11, 2017
4:30PM-6:30PM

MICHIGAN MADE IN
THIRD GRADE
Third graders in Mrs. Duncan's class did a project on a
Michigan made product. They researched it and created a
poster board with the facts. The students also had to present
their poster to their classmates.
Submitted by Mrs. Duncan, Sterling Teacher

Your child must be:
 5 years of age by September 1, 2017 for Kindergarten
 Or, 5 years of age by December 1, 2017 for Young 5’s
Kindergarten

Call 654-4037 to r eser ve your Round-Up session date and time.
Schedule as early as possible as sessions are limited.
Hearing and Vision screening will be available at Round-Up,
provided by the Monroe County Health Department.

Tuition Preschool Round Up
May 9, 2017 5:30 pm—6:30 pm
Sterling Elementary School
Three Year Old Preschool
 Child must be age three by
Sept. 1, 2017
 Tues./Thurs.-9-11:45AM
 Cost-$900 per year
Ten Payments of $90
 Non-Refundable $50
Registration Fee

Four Year Old Preschool

Child must be age four by
December 1, 2017

Mon/Wed/Fri 9-11:45AM
Or Mon/Wed/Fri 12:303:15PM

Cost-$1300 per year
Ten Payments of $130

Non-Refundable $50
Registration Fee

For additional Information
Please contact:
Steve Krause
734.654.2121 or skrause@airport.school

HIGH PRESSURE, LOW PRESSURE
Weather is being discussed in Mrs. Duncan's third grade
classroom. As a STEM project the students built barometers
and gathered data for a week on air pressure. The students
loved it. The students made a claim and had to prove, with
evidence, if their claim was correct. The goal of the project
was to prove through atmospheric pressure that when the
pressure is high, fair weather will most likely occur and with
low pressure rain is more likely to occur.
Submitted by Mrs. Duncan, Sterling Teacher
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EYLER SCHOOL STORE
Business is booming at the Eyler School Store. Fourth grade students under the direction of Mrs. Schmidt, run the store every other Wednesday morning before school. The
store committee, working with a set budget, selected items from a supply catalog that
they thought would be popular. When the order arrived, the students had to price items
while considering their expenses in order to make a profit. Prices range from 25 cents
to $2.00. Besides math skills, students are learning basic marketing and advertising
skills.
Submitted by Mrs. Schmidt, Eyler Teacher

PARENT-STUDENT BOOK CLUB
Ritter is excited to announce our first Parent-Student
Book Club! Third and fourth grade students and
their parents met for the first time on February 6 th to
choose their first club book. They were also able to
learn about reading strategies to use together, and
they took home a list of discussion prompts to use
while reading. Some of the exciting titles that students and parents chose from included Hatchet by
Gary Paulsen, and The City of Ember by Jeanne
DuPrau.
The second meeting took place on March 6th. At
this session, students and parents talked together
about their books, then created a “timeline teaser”
to entice the people in the other groups to read their
book. Finally, they chose another new title to read
this month. Parents and students alike have
expressed appreciation for this opportunity to read
together and spend time enjoying books with each other.
Our deep gratitude goes to the Literacy Legacy Fund of
Michigan, whose funding made this club possible. For
more information about this club, contact Ms. Mancos.
Submitted by Ms. Mancos, Ritter Teacher

YOUNG AUTHORS
CONFERENCE 2017
Students at Ritter Elementary enjoyed meeting Brian Rood.
Brian is a professional illustrator that works in the entertainment, comic and commercial arts fields. Brian Rood is most
known for his photo-realistic paintings of Hollywood’s stars
and characters. Students enjoyed viewing many of his Star
Wars themed art works and illustrations.
After the presentation, students had an opportunity to meet
R2-D2, Princess Leia, and a couple of storm troopers. Brian
Rood also autographed the students’ writing pieces.
The following students attended the young author’s conference:
Joseph Bookout
Rain Dawes
Luke Gibson
Braxton Haddox
Mary Beth Kemp Charlotte London
Landon McGregor Antonella Menna Angelina Smith
Kennedy Willey
Students received a young author award and enjoyed their
special day.
Submitted by Tammy Gibson, Teacher
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Students share highlights
of their chosen book.

WAGAR MATHCOUNTS

On February 1st, eleven Wagar students participated in the Chapter Level MATHCOUNTS competition. The at large competitors
were: Jordyn Roberts (7th), Landon King (7th), Ryan Lewis (6th), Ryan Giese (6th), Ellie Ferrante (6th), Jazzy Porter (6th) and
Nate Morgan (6th). The official Wagar team was made up of: Marissa Boyless (7th), Payton Bucki (8th), Mackenzie Bucki (8th),
and Sydney Jorgensen (6th). Wagar’s team finished in first place. The last Wagar team to accomplish this did so in 1992.
Individually, Marissa finished 4th, Payton finished 7th, Sydney finished 9th, Mackenzie finished 12th and Ryan L. finished 21st .
The team moved on to the State Competition held at the Warren Technology Center on March 11. Wagar’s MATHCOUNTS team
is coached by Laura Olson and Terri Morgan.

KNABUSH
FIELD TRIP
On Febrary 14th, Ms. Mancos’
class from Ritter went on a
wonderful field trip to the
Knabusch Math and Science
Center. Students had surprisingly warm weather for this
The beaver’s hard work is evident. trip, and they were thankful!
They spent much of their time
outside looking for signs of life in the winter woods. They had a
scavenger hunt page and were searching for items such as a pinecone, animal tracks, and animal scat (yuck!) Students were even
able to see all the evidence of the newest resident in the nature
preserve: a beaver! He was hiding during the trip, but his beaver
lodge was quite impressive. The students enjoyed learning from
Ms. Roxanne about their impact on the planet and how we can
help preserve our Earth. We only have one!
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MONROE COUNTY
LIBRARY SYSTEM
Please register for all events.
All branches closed

May 29—Memorial Day

NEWPORT
BRANCH
8120 N. Dixie Hwy, Newport,
MI 48166
Telephone: 734-586-2117

HOURS:
Monday 12PM-6PM
Tuesday 10AM-8 PM
Wednesday 10AM-6PM
Thursday 12 PM-8PM
Friday 10AM-5PM
Saturday 10AM-2PM

LIBRARY BOOK CLUB Tuesday, 6:30PM

CARLETON
BRANCH
1444 Kent Street,
Carleton, MI 48117
Telephone: 743-654-2180

HOURS:
Monday & Thursday 12 noon-8PM
Tuesday & Wednesday 9AM-8PM
Friday & Saturday 9AM-5PM

FAMILY STORY TIME Mondays, 6PM
TODDLER STORYTIME Tuesdays, 10AM
These lively programs are designed to advance pre-reading skills
including listening and comprehension. Creativity is encouraged with
fun and simple art experiences that help develop fine motor skills.

CREATIVE PLAY GROUP Wednesdays, 10AM
Just simple play and creative play to encourage children to express
themselves. Using traditional and non-traditional toys.

Apr. 4—Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel
May 2—Yellow Crocus by Laila Ibrahim
All meetings are open to all readers.

SAVVY COOK BOOKERS Fridays, Apr. 7 & May 5,12:00NOON

TODDLER STORYTIME Thursdays, 10AM

NORTH COUNTY BOOK CLUB 7-8PM

These lively programs are designed to advance prereading skills including listening and comprehension.
Creativity is encouraged with fun and simple art
experiences that help develop fine motor skills.

HISTORICAL FICTION CLUB
Thursday, 6:30PM
Apr. 6—The Fortunes by Peter Ho Davies
May 4—A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles

NEWPORT GRUB CLUB BOOK CLUB
Tuesdays, 6:30PM
Apr. 11—Bacon
May 9—High Tea
Join us as we discuss cookbooks. Bring a dish to share
with the group.

SOUTH ROCKWOOD
Monday 10AM-1PM
BRANCH LIBRARY HOURS:
Tuesday 1PM-6PM
5676 Carleton Rockwood Rd.
S. Rockwood, MI 48179
Telephone: 734-379-3333

Wednesday 1PM-8PM
Thursday 2PM-6PM
Friday 1PM-5PM

FAMILY STORYTIME Wednesdays, 6PM
These lively programs are designed to advance
pre-reading skills including listening and comprehension. Creativity is encouraged with fun and simple art
experiences that help develop fine motor skills.

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME
Mondays in April, 10AM
Program is for children 3-5 years of age. This storytime
will enhance the child’s listening and social skills. A
craft will be done each week to develop the child’s
motor skills.

KRAFTY KRAFTERS Thursdays, Apr. 6 & 20,
May 4 & 18, 6PM
Join us with your kraft projects: knitting, crocheting,
quilting, etc. We can enjoy being krafty together.
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Calling all cooks and readers. Join us at our Favorable Fantastic Fridays
Cookbook Book Club. April-Fresh Spring Salads, May-Cinco de Mayo
Apr. 24 —Delicious! A Novel by Ruth Reichl
May 22—Fates and Traitors by Jennifer Chiaverini
Guided discussion. Copies are available at the library. New members are
always welcome.

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT Friday, April 7, 7PM
Join us and watch when an eternally optimistic koala puts on a singing
competition to save his failing theater. Animals across the city gather to
step into the spotlight and chase their dreams!

BRIGHT BEGINNINGS
CHILDCARE REGISTRATION
Registration is now open for Summer 2017. Register now as spots will
fill up quickly! Registration packets are available at Sterling and Ritter
Elementary. Summer Bright Beginnings will be held at Sterling
Elementary.
This program offers a fun and safe place for your children to learn and
grow together. This summer the theme will be “Around the World”.
Your children will have the opportunity to learn about different countries
and cultures. There will be fun games, crafts and they will have the
chance to make their very own passports. If you have any questions,
please contact Alyse Reaume - 734-654-4058 or areaume@airport.school

Registration deadline: Monday, May 1 for the summer program
Registration fee - $35 per child
Summer daily rates: $28 (first child); $25.50 (second child)
Hours: 6:30 AM – 6:00 PM

VOLUNTEER DINNER
Thursday, April 27 at 6:15PM
Airport High School Cafe
Come join us for dinner, entertainment and door prizes in appreciation of
the countless hours that our volunteers donate to our district. Door prizes
include a La-Z-Boy chair. Spouses are welcome to attend. Invitations
will be mailed in early April. RSVP by April 25 to Gayle Lambrix 734654-2414 or glambrix@airport.k12.mi.us.

EYLER PTO

STERLING PTO

We are well into Spring and looking forward to what is coming
up at Eyler! However, before we can look ahead we need to
celebrate all that we have done so far. In March we had our Spring
Book Fair. Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped. We
also had our annual carnival. This year’s theme was Pirates and
Mermaids. We want to give a big thank you to all of the volunteers and teachers that helped make this year’s carnival a huge
success. Without those who helped, it would not have been possible to put it all together! Even though we had a setback with the
power outages our carnival was a blast! Families came out to have
a great time, play fun games and enjoy delicious food.

Happy Spring Sterling Families! Sterling’s Classic Carnival
was a great success for our school. Thank you to Trisha Gekle
for organizing the event and all the volunteers for helping! Our
book fair was successful as well. Sterling teachers kicked off
March reading month with the Books for Breakfast event. All
families were invited to have a doughnut and coffee/juice
while reading a book for breakfast with their child.

As we celebrated Reading Month in March, dads came to the
school and read to their child’s classroom. The children enjoyed
this very much and we were all very happy to see the dads come
out and make this a fun event!

During the month of May we will celebrate “Teacher Appreciation” week. This year, Eyler teachers will be treated to a luncheon.
We truly appreciate all of the wonderful teachers and staff at Eyler.
Thank you for all of your hard work!
The spring will also bring many activities for the students at Eyler.
They will be able to shop at our last book fair, run in our Book
Run and participate in Field Day! As you can see, there are many
events that the PTO helps to organize during the school year. We
have a lot of fun and would love for more parents to come to a
meeting and help make the Eyler PTO the best ever during the
2016-2017 school year. Have a wonderful summer and we look
forward to seeing everyone at our last meeting!
Submitted by: Nichole McMahan, Eyler PTO Secretary

SCHOOLS OF CHOICE PROGRAMS

National bus driver, bus aides, custodians, maintenance, and
mechanics appreciation day was March 3. A huge thank you to
Sterling’s custodians, Mr. Dave and Norma, who go above and
beyond to make sure our school is in tip top shape!
Cosmic Bowling night was held March 10. Families could enjoy bowling, pizza, and fun with friends!
Sterling is hosting a Kalahari fundraiser over spring break, on
April 17. Anyone can attend. Simply mention you would like
the Sterling Elementary group rate. The Kalahari flyer is posted on Sterling Jets Facebook page or in the office. Rooms are
limited.
As some of our PTO members will be nearing the end of time
spent with PTO, it is VERY important for new volunteers to
fill these positions. PTO provides field trips, assemblies, and
fun family events. Without our PTO, these events for our
children would not exist since there isn’t another source of
funding. The next PTO meeting will be April 10, 2017 4:30pm
at Anson’s. We will be sending nomination ballots home in the
month of April to nominate new PTO board members. Voting
will be based on these nominations and take place at the May
8th meeting. Please consider attending the next PTO meeting.
New faces and fresh ideas are always welcome!
Hope everyone has a great Spring Break!!

UPCOMING EVENTS:

PTO Meeting – April 10, 2017 4:30 at Anson’s
Airport Community Schools participates in two schools of choice

Kalahari – April 17, 2017 see flyer for details
programs. The Monroe County Schools of Choice Program is

BOGO Book Fair – May 1-5, 2017
offered by the Monroe County ISD in cooperation with its constit
PTO Meeting – May 8, 2017 4:30pm at Anson’s
uent districts. A student must be released by his/her resident
district and be accepted by the choice district. The number of
Submitted by Julie Boitnott, President
transfers allowed is determined by the space available in each
participating district and the space available at each building. The
releasing of a district cannot be more than 1.5% per year, based on
the previous year’s student count. Applications and guidelines for
the 2017-2018 school year are available at the Superintendent’s
Office, 734-654-2414 at Wagar Middle School. Applications must We would like to thank all the Ritter Families who came to our
carnival in February! It was a very successful and fun-filled
be returned to the resident district by Friday, June 23, 2017.
day. The students loved putting Ms. Brown and other Ritter
Non-resident students residing in the Wayne, Washtenaw and
teachers in “Jail!”
Lenawee Intermediate School Districts contiguous to the Monroe
We also had a great time at Math, Science and Engineering
Intermediate School District can apply to enroll in the District
day and family night after school. The students and staff loved
through Schools of Choice 105c Program. Applications can be
found on the school website at www.airportschools.com or picked having a real scientist from the Toledo Imagination Station.
up at the District Operations Office, located in Room 111 at Wagar The PTO is sponsoring Science Alive on April 3rd. Be sure to
Middle School. Applications will only be accepted at the District
ask your child all about the animals who visited their classOperations Office (734-869-7210) until the end of the first week of rooms. We are also sponsoring a school wide Easter egg hunt
the 2017-2018 school year. No exceptions will be allowed.
during school hours on April 12th. We are looking forward to

RITTER PTO

All applicants will be notified whether or not they are accepted in
either program. Students that have been accepted must ensure that
all paperwork necessary for enrollment is submitted prior to the
first day of school.

winding down the school year with many other fun activities.
Submitted by Carrie Allsbrooks, Secretary
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YOUTH IN
GOVERNMENT
What does it look like when 600 students
run a conference? Well, it looks like Youth
in Government. Every year in February
and March students from all over the state
converge in Lansing to run the three
branches of government. This year Airport
took a delegation of 24 students from
February 26- March 13 to participate. The
event was held on MSU’s campus and at
the capitol building.
Sixteen students participated in mock trial
and the appellate courts. Students are
given case materials in October and must prep teams to play both the prosecution and
defense. The case was a double homicide. Out of our three teams, one team made it
to the semi-final round: Denver Milam, Makenzie Jacobs, Carter Mumbower, Mason
Morse and Tyler Gieman. We also had several students who took the top awards for
the conference. Harry Peless was awarded Best Defense Attorney. Denver Milam
was awarded Best Prosecuting Attorney and Zane Russell was awarded Best Appellate
Team. In addition, Denver Milam and Mackenzie Guinn were asked to go to the
conference early and be a part of the leadership team that ran the conference. Both
students served as Supreme Court Justices in the appellate rounds.
Not only did we have students participating in trials, we had students writing bills for
the state and proposals for the national level. Noah Doederlein and Kayla Wallet saw
their bill legislating for psychologists for all schools make it to the House floor. Anna
Whitwam’s proposal for National Issues forum made it to the third round of NIF.
Ashley Bronson and Hailey Kwokaski went as journalists for the conference and had two articles printed in the YIG News. Youth
in Government allows hands-on real participation in all branches of government. It also allows students to see what kind of power
they can have to impact the world around them.
Submitted by Mrs. Hopper, AHS Teacher/Advisor

