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Snow could cancel May days off
By Sargam Mehra ’16
Stanners love snow days.
But few students know that there
is a limit to the number of snow
days a school is allowed to have.
New York State requires all
schools to have approximately 180
class days each school year.
When drawing up its calendar
each year, Molloy budgets in five
snow days but thanks to Hurricane
Sandy, Molloy used two of those
days when it was forced to close
school in October.
If Molloy must close school four
more times due to snow, classes
might have to be held May 23,
which now is scheduled to be a
school holiday as part of a long
Memorial Day weekend.
If five more closings are required,
school may have to be open on both
May 23 and May 24.
“We’re considering it,” said
Principal Bro. Thomas Schady. “It
would most likely happen if we
have a snowy winter. We have to
make sure that our students are
getting an education.”
Bro. Thomas said those two days

in May were chosen because “we
didn’t want to go into February
break due to students’ and faculty’s
vacation plans.”
Bro. Thomas consulted with his
assistant principals before making
the decision.
Seniors, who end classes on May
21, would not be affected if Molloy
has to reschedule class days.
Bro. Thomas said Molloy has
never had to “take back” a day off
due to too many snow days but “in
other schools that has happened.”
He said public schools that were
closed for over a week due to the
hurricane have re-scheduled class
days for February break.
Most Stanners feel there’s little
chance Molloy will use more than
three snow days this winter.
Frosh Brendan Dooley said
Molloy hasn’t had a snow day yet
despite being a month into winter.
Frosh Katharine Sapienza said,
“It’s been warm this winter and
probably won’t snow very much.”
Will the possibility of losing days
off in May change the way
Stanners view the sight of snow?

Snow is not what St. Marcellin Champagnat wants to see this year.
“I never really liked snow days
anyway, mainly because of
shoveling,” Dooley said. “So I don’t
think it would change my attitude
much.”
Frosh Charlie Maisano said he
hopes the possibility of having to reschedule class days won’t prevent
the administration from cancelling
school during a storm. “If it snows
really badly, I would rather be home

and safe than outside and having
the possibility of getting stuck at
school,” he said.
Sapienza had a very different
opinion, however, saying, “I would
rather be in school in the winter
than in May. It would be very
depressing to have an extra day
of school in May because the
weather is nice and I would not
want to be in school then.”

Who’s to blame for Molloy’s crowded hallways?
By Monish Pahilajani ’13
Located in the city that never
sleeps, where gawking tourists are
admonished for walking so slowly
that they disrupt its swift way of
life, it’s quite ironic that Molloy’s
third floor hallways would be so
congested that traffic often grinds
to a halt.
Crowded hallways have always
been a problem in Molloy, but this
year seems worse than usual.
Senior Daniela Gordillo believes
it’s due in part to the frosh who
spend the four minutes between
classes socializing rather than
walking quickly to class.
“It’s such a shame to see these
freshmen screaming their
ebullience at meeting one another
in the hallways and blocking the
already small space avaliable to
Yet another traffic jam on the third floor. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14) walk,” she said. “When they are

seniors, they will have the desire
just to get to class fast.”
Junior Matthew Spataro,
however, puts the blame on the
whole Stanner community.
“We are all a cause of the
impending hallway doom,
whether it is by going to our
lockers between periods or
socializing with our friends outside
class,” he said. “I’m not afraid to
say I’ve done it once in a while.
We’re all human, so let’s accept our
flaws and work towards building
a smoother future in these halls.”
Senior AnnMarie Gaglio said
teachers who are chronically late
in getting to their classrooms are
also part of the problem because
students jam the hallways waiting
outside their classroom doors.
Assistant Principal for Students
Continued on Page 3

Snapchat & Ask.fm pose dangers
When you get home from
school, what is the first thing you
want to do?
You should read that book for
English class or study for that
huge Global Studies test but your
first priority probably is to see
what's new on Facebook,
Instagram, or, more recently,
Snapchat and Ask.fm.
All of these social networking
applications and websites seem
fun and relatively simple to use
at first, but what many of us don't
know is that the growing use of
Snapchat and Ask.fm comes with
risks.
Snapchat says on its website
that it is "the fastest way to share
a moment" on almost any electronic device that is enabled with
a camera.
It is a great app when it is used
safely and for the right reasons.
Sending a picture via Snapchat
of a test grade to a parent away
on a business trip is beneficial.
However, using Snapchat to
send "sexting" photos is potentially dangerous.
Inappropriate or irresponsible
Snapchat photos can not only ruin
a person's reputation now but
could also damage their job possibilities in the future.

Many teenagers feel safe using
Snapchat because it features a
time expiration setting on photos
so that they are supposed to disappear forever after three to 10
seconds, never to be seen again.
As great as this sounds, there
are some loopholes in the process.
If you send a picture to another
phone, that person can easily
screenshot that photo within 10
seconds to save it.
If that person decides to send it
to others or post it online, there
is no way to stop that or take it
down.
It has recently been discovered
that videos sent on Snapchat can
be retrieved if you plug your
smartphone into your computer,
access your internal storage, and
open a folder labeled "Snapchat."
So much for vidoes dissapearing
forever.
Ask.fm is a question and answer
website that allows people to ask
others controversial questions
anonymously.
People also can write hateful
and vulgar messages on another
person's account page.
Ask.fm is popular amoung
teenagers because it guarantees
both compliments or criticisms
will remain anonymous.

People say things online that
they would never say to
someone's face and so they feel
their social power strengthen if
they can hide behind an anonymous question.
Although people may receive an
occasional compliment on their
newsfeeds, which is why many
people are drawn to create an
Ask.fm account in the first place,
the majority of things posted are
rude or just plain silly.
Many Stanners are aware of the
dangers of Snapchat and Ask.fm
but they said they use them anyway because they are "bored and
looking for something to do" and
find them entertaining.
Frosh Alexa Campo uses
Ask.fm and Snapchat almost as
much as Facebook.
"Some of the questions people
ask can be annoying, to say the
least," said Campo. "But I would
never send inappropriate pictures and I don't post bad things
on Ask.fm."
Frosh Meghan Lake said she
uses Snapchat more than
Facebook
because
using
Facebook is just looking at status
update after status update.
"The pictures my close friends
and I send each other are really

funny and make me laugh, instead of Facebook, which seems
depressing most of the time," she
said.
Lake's advice is: "If you can't
trust the person you're sending
the picture to, don't send it!"
Frosh Chris Autera said, "I use
my Snapchat because it's not like
I'm sending my pictures to
strangers. However, Ask.fm
seems pointless to me. Even
though I made an account, I
barely go on it. There's too much
drama."
It's clear these new technological apps and websites aren't going away anytime soon. If anything, they have yet to reach their
peak in popularity, unlike
Facebook, which reportedly lost
a whopping 1.4 million users last
December.
It is up to us to keep ourselves
and those we care about as safe
from damaging incidents online as
we can by doing the right thing
and behaving appropiately.
If you wouldn't do something in
person, don't do it online either,
even if you think can get away
with it.

-- Mikayla Roberts '16
and Maria Aliberti '16

Book Club’s top picks Cartoon Corner
A bookshelf (or e-reader
library) can reveal a lot about its
owner.
From a family’s shelf filled with
children’s picture books to a
historian’s shelf stuffed with large
historical tomes, bookshelves,
and the books on them, of course,
are an integral part of many
people’s lives.
This month, members of
Molloy’s Book Club would like to
recommend to their classmates
several works that have special
places on their own bookshelves.
Here are its recommendions for
January 2013:
* “The Art of Fielding” by Chad
Harbach
* “Bossypants” by Tina Fey
* “Dash and Lily’s Book of Dares”
by Rachel Cohn and David
Levithan
* “I Never Promised You a Rose
Garden” by Joanne Greenberg
* “The Name of the Star,” part

of “The Shades of London” series
by Maureen Johnson
* “Night Circus” by Erin
Morgenstern
* “Paper Towns” by John Green
* “The Perks of Being a
Wallflower” by Steven Chbosky
* “Sarah’s Key” by Tatiana de
Rosnay
* “Speak Softly, She Can Hear”
by Pam Lewis
* “The Statistical Probability of
Love at First Sight” and “You Are
Here” by Jennifer E. Smith
* “Struck by Lightning” by Chris
Colfer
* “Water for Elephants” by Sarah
Gruen
Book Club is the ideal place in
Molloy for bibliophiles to express
their love for these books and
more. If interested, join us on Feb.
12 in Room 318 when we dicuss
“The Fault in Our Stars” by John
Green.

-- Rashanna Seymour ‘13

Letters to the Editor wanted
The Stanner welcomes all
letters to the editor from
students, faculty, alumni and staff
that respond to any of the articles
published in previous issues.
Send your letters to The
Stanner
via
email
at:

thestanner@molloyhs.org.
The Stanner reserves all rights
to edit all letters to conform to
space capacity and paper policy.
Thank you for your involvement
and we look forward to your
input.

by Giovanni Vittozzi ‘15

Monday Blues
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Juniors: Start the college process
By Stephanie Jaipaul ’13
To help start the college
application process for the Class of
2014, Molloy will host College
Night for Juniors on Feb. 14 at 7
p.m. in the Jack Curran Gym.
Ms. Emily Wolper, who worked
for five years as an Ivy League
admissions office Columbia
University, will speak again at this
annual event.
Ms. Wolper, who now runs a
consulting services for both
undergraduate and graduate
applicants, will be able to answer
any question a parent or student
might have concerning the college
application process.
College Night for Juniors should
not to be confused with Molloy’s
other college events, such as the
College Fair, College Financial Aid
Night, or College Night for
Student Athletes.
The goal of College Night for
Juniors is to educate and answer
questions about the overall college
application process.
College Guidance Counselor Mr.
Ted McGuinness said all juniors
and their parents should try to

Juniors Steven Cepeda and Orlagh Brady get college information
from Mr. Ted McGuinness. (Photo by Monish Pahilajani ‘13)
attend because everyone has
Mr. McGuinness said the gym
questions when starting this process was packed for College Night for
and can learn something helpful at Juniors last year and he hopes just
the event.
as many juniors attend this year.

He said juniors should start
learning about the process now by
doing all of their research on
colleges and scholarships and
make a list of colleges they will
apply to next fall.
Junior Amanda Rodriguez hopes
that by attending College Night
she will become familiar with
entrance requirements before the
time comes to actually apply.
She has started thinking about
colleges with strong science
programs she would like to attend.
Rodriguez said she is still unclear
and somewhat nervous about the
whole process so she hopes
attending College Night for Juniors
will help her understand more
about it.
Junior Sarah Yunus also said she
hopes to gain more insight into the
process because she is still unsure
about certain parts of it.
She knows the names of a few
colleges to which she might like to
apply but has not made a list yet.
Yunus is excited and nervous for
the whole process to begin because
it will determine the next chapter
in her life.

Stanners must always cope with hallways
Continued from Page 1
Mr. Kenneth Auer has several tips
for students to reduce hallway
congestion.
* Show consideration for others
by not opening lockers during
class changes and not standing
outside classrooms until the last
minute before classes start.
* Don’t stand in the middle of the
hallway when waiting for a teacher
to open a classroom door.
* Stay to the right when walking
through the halls just like cars do
on the roads.
One suspicion about why
Molloy’s halls are so crowded is that

when the school was built in 1957,
it was designed to hold far fewer
students than it now enrolls.
“It’s possible that this may be
true, but ever since I came to
Molloy 15 years ago, crowded
hallways constantly have been an
issue,” said Mr. Auer.
Some Stanners have devised
ways to avoid the crush.
Senior Rashanna Seymour
suggests using the uncrowded first
floor whenever possible to get from
one side of the buidling to the other.
And depending on the time of
day, it is faster to use the second Stopping to talk with friends can cause traffic jams in the often overfloor than the third floor.
crowded Molloy hallways. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)

A few changes in Molloy courses next year
By Jaclyn Eng ’13 and Stephanie
Bonanno ‘13
With a new year comes new
courses being offered at Molloy
and there have been a few changes
made in courses for the 2013-14
school year.
The new senior elective course for
next year is History of New York
City and Long Island.
International Law, meawhile, has
been dropped from the course
catalogue due to its low popularity.
Next year, College Chemistry
also will be open to juniors but they
will be required to take both
semesters of the course. Seniors, as
always, will have the option of
signing up for only one semester.
A.P. Physics will also be open to
qualified juniors next year who

took Physics as sophomores.
A.P. Chemistry will be open to
qualified sophomores who took
Chemistry as frosh.
The course catalogue can be
found online at Molloy’s website
and includes all the courses for
juniors, sophomores, and frosh.
Juniors had their scheduling
assembly conducted by Mr. Dennis
Vellucci, assistant principal for
academics, on Jan. 22.
Juniors will get their printed
course request forms on Feb. 4 and
must return them Feb. 5.
“We have started talking about
possibly changing to electronic
registration for next year,” Mr.
Vellucci said, “but it is done more
effectively on paper. We can more
easily check for classes that

students are qualified and not
qualified to take.”
Tentative schedules will be given
to juniors in May and to frosh and
sophomores in June.
“Figuring out the schedules is a
long process, especially since it is
my first year doing it,” Mr. Vellucci
said.
Popular classes create the most
conflict. There are about 40 conflicts
a year where students have to
reschedule their classes.
Juniors have a much wider range
of choices to choose from than they
had as sophomores.
The new course, History of New
York City and Long Island, begins
with the earliest settlers and
continues to the present day.
Juniors will be able to register to

take online courses during senior
year but can not register until after
their Molloy class schedules have
been finalized.
Interested students can come to
the General Office to see a list of
online courses being offered to
seniors. Online courses are not run
by Molloy.
Mr. Vellucci advises juniors to
take classes that work toward their
career or college goals.
“Don’t try to impress anyone by
taking courses you can’t handle,”
he said.
Juniors also should not choose
elective courses based on who they
think will be teaching them.
“Teachers can change and if that
happens people usually are
disappointed,” said Mr. Vellucci.

No change in iconic Esopus shirts
By Shibangi Saha '16 and
Laksumi Sivanandan '16
Twelve months ago, a committee
was formed at Molloy under the
direction of Mr. Brian Klimas to
redesign the popular Esopus tshirts.
However, it turns out there will
be no new Esopus shirts this year
as a decision was made last fall to
stick with the current design.
Mr. Jim Sheldon, the Director of
Student Activities at Molloy, thinks
that was a “smart decision.”
“The shirts work as they are and
Esopus is a simple word that means
so much to so many people,” said
Mr. Sheldon, who jokingly compared the proposed change in the
design of the Esopus shirt to CocaCola's quickly abandoned decision
decades ago to change its original
formula despite it being the most
popular brand on the market.
The retreat house annually sells
thousands of Esopus shirts at $20
each.
Many Stanners who own Esopus
shirts are happy with the decision.
“It should stay the same because
no matter what color shirt you

have, the word 'Esopus' pops out
and it looks really cool,” said Frosh
Lauren Boldeau.
Frosh Stacy Zachariah likes the
current design, calling it “simple
yet bold. Esopus is about living a
simple yet bold life and that is exactly what the shirt shows.”
Frosh Christopher Autera called
the current design “iconic to
Molloy.”
However, not all students are opposed to a design change.
Frosh Brendan Dooley said the
shirts are “plain,” and frosh Mark
Hilario said if he were to redesign
the shirt, he would make it “more
colorful.”
The reason a design change was
proposed was to include on the shirt
the words "The Marist Brothers’
Retreat House in Esopus," because
Esopus also is the name of a town
and a creek.
But with the inventory of Esopus
shirts going down and a new order needing to be placed, the design change was put on hold.
However, Mr. Sheldon did not The shirt remains the same: seniors Alexandra Bertolini and Eddy
rule out that there could be a de- Kriche model Esopus shirts at a recent Senior Retreat. Last year’s
plan to redesign the shirt has been abandoned for the moment.
sign change in the future.

New Marist Youth Retreat debuts

By Austin Pizzelli '16
Molloy’s Marist Youth conducted
their first private retreat in Esopus
under the direction of Mr. Mark
Sweeney from Jan. 25-27.
Mr. Sweeney said the retreat was
much smaller than most Molloy
retreats, hosting just 17 juniors and
seniors at the Holy Rosary house
as opposed to the more frequently
used main retreat house.
The traditional Marist Youth Encounter will be held Jan. 31-Feb. 3
when 11 seniors under the direction of Campus Ministry Director
Mr. Mike Germano will meet with
students from other Marist schools
at the main retreat house in Esopus.
In addition to Mr. Sweeney, the
private retreat was supervised by
Ms. Jessica Pastore and Mr.
Brendan Cloonan.

Unlike other retreats, Mr. Stanners had fun at last summer’s gathering of Marist Youth at
Sweeney said his group's food was Marist College in Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
to be “made by us, served by us,
and cleaned up by us.”
The retreat’s goal was to let students strengthen their faith and
realize what it means to be Marist,
Mr. Sweeney said.
Junior Niall Fox went on the retreat because his now graduated
sister inspired him because of her
participation in the organization.
Fox has been on seven Esopus
retreats while at Molloy and expected this one to be “a new chapter in Marist Youth. I think this retreat is going to be a good team
builder and it's going to help the
leaders figure out what they want
to do to sort of spruce up the role my fellow leaders and also to more Guerra; Ryan Karsten; and Vanja
fully understand what our role is Matkovik.
of Marist Youth in the school.
Encounter: Edwin Casimir; Janet
“Hopefully, I'll become closer to in the school,” Fox said.
Nguyen; Dhanesia Pair; Sitara Patel;
Stanners can join Marist Youth Kristin Poptean; Tatiana Requijo;
Orlagh Brady and Mr. Mark Sweeney were among the Stanners at any time. There are no forms to Manpreet Sachdev; Steffi Shilly; Anita
Swider; Eleni Toumazou; and Shalini
at a Marist Youth gathering last summer at Marist College.
fill out or essays to write.
“We plan to host a ‘Solidarity Zachariah.
Sleepout’ later on in the year and
we also have Lantern meetings ev- 1E tops in Toy Drive
Molloy's 2012 Toy Drive raised
ery other week, which give kids the
opportunity to have fun and meet $3,121.98 and donated 1,305 toys
to five different charities.
other people,” said Fox.
The top five contributors to the
The 17 students who went on the
drive
were homerooms 1E ($319),
Marist Youth retreat and the 11
seniors who will paraticipate in the 4C ($235.77), 3K ($230), 4M
($203.75), and 2B ($200).
Marist Youth Encounter are:
The bottom five were 1J and 2L
Retreat: Juniors Niall Fox; Orlagh
Brady; Emily Hanna; Brian Hurley; which contributed nothing and 4L
Claire LaVelle; Olivia McCarthy; An- ($1), 1H ($8), and 4G ($8.20).
drew Muscarella; Emmett Reilly; Molly
Ten homerooms contributed
Sasso; seniors Samantha Arena; Nicholas Chacon; Dana Galizia; Aliesha more than $100 each while six conGrandison; Kathleen Gribbon; Giselle tributed fewer than $10.

SADD sponsors Awareness Week
By Miranda Steinberg '14
Molloy's chapter of Students
Against Destructive Decisions will
sponsor a SADD Awareness Week
Feb. 4-9 to educate Stanners about
the dangers of distracted driving,
whether it be caused by drinking,
texting or talking on a cell phone.
Moderator Ms. Kelly Edelman
and club members organized a
pledge drive in December where
“each club member made a pledge
not to text and drive and then we
opened it up to the school.”
Students who signed had their
pledges posted on the wall outside
the General Office.
"I was very excited to see so
many students pledge because it
means we're doing something
right,” said SADD member Darien
Dey, a junior.
Ms. Edelman said texting while
driving is just as dangerous as driv-

ing drunk, "and sometimes even
more so because it takes your focus away from the road completely.”
SADD and the Baking Club will
hold a bake sale at the girls varsity
basketball game against St. Francis
Prep on Saturday Feb. 9 to raise
money to support the cause.
“Students should keep their eyes
out for bracelets on sale for $1 with
the motto 'Stay Driven' written on
them,” said Ms. Edelman.
Other activities might be a movie
or TV show that shows smart decisions being made by teenagers behind the wheel.
Junior Diamond Small, a club
member who's in charge of promoting statistics and stories about
drunk driving for Awareness Week,
said, "Students are aware of the
dangers of driving drunk or while
using a phone but they still con-

tinue to do it anyway."
Dey, who will create a phone with
a recording that encourages people
not to make destructive decisions,
hopes students "will listen and be
more careful."

Small and Dey said they joined
SADD to educate students about
destructive decisions people make
and to set a good example about
what to do so that there will be
fewer deaths on the roads.

Suede shoe ban upsets fashionistas
By Connie Zhao '15
Suede shoes seem to have become the latest source of Molloy
dress code turmoil.
About 100 to 150 girls have been
warned so far this year that they
are wearing inappropriate shoes
and repeat offenders have earned
detention.
Senior Gretchen Sopp said she
has been "busted" four times for
wearing inappropriate shoes.
"Suede is a type of leather that
looks really nice and classy," she
said. "Suede really is a more stylish version of regular leather and it
fits well with our uniforms.”
But according to the Student
Handbook, only “dark brown or
black leather dress shoes with
maximum heels of two inches are
part of the dress code.
“No platform shoes, sneakers,
boat shoes, boots, boot look-alikes,
shoes that come above the bottom
of the ankle, work shoes, clogs, sandals, slippers, or suede shoes are
acceptable.”
Many girls have been warned
about wearing slippers to school.
“Slippers are definitely not allowed to be worn in school and it is
mentioned in the Student Handbook," said Mr. Ken Auer, the assistant principal for students.
But it's the crackdown on suede
shoes that has upset students who
say there isn't a difference between
leather and suede dress shoes.
Sophomore Julia Watters said, "It
is understandable for the school to
make sure that we come in with
uniform neatly worn, but the restriction on all other shoes except
black or dark brown leather shoes
seems too strict. I think that any
other dark-colored dress shoes

Girls wearing suede shoes such as these could end up getting detention. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)
should be allowed in school."
Mr. Auer said, “Suede shoes are
not ‘dressy’ enough as the polished
leather shoes are. All these restrictions on shoes are for the purpose
of creating a more professional atmosphere at the school.”
Suede does not carry a bright
shine but suede is a type of leather
made from lamb or deer skin.
Suede dress shoes are considered
formal dress shoes in the business
world as well as the fashion world.

Suede oxfords and suede smoking flats are among the hottest fashion lines of the 2012 fall and 2013
winter seasons.
Sopp said she supports the
Molloy dress code because "we are
the face of our school. Once we are
out on the street, people will tend
to judge our school by the way we
dress. We are an academically
strong school, so as students we
should do our best to represent our
school positively.”

Yet she doesn't see why suede
shoes can't be an acceptable part
of the dress code because they are
good looking dress shoes.
Some students said the crackdown on wearing suede shoes has
resulted in their having to buy new
shoes, but Mr. Auer remained unsympathetic.
“It is their own responsibility if
they have not paid attention to the
rules of uniform dress code,” he
said.

A lack of frosh in some AM clubs

By AnnMarie Gaglio '13 and
Rashanna Seymour '13
Many upperclass club members
have noticed a lack of frosh participation in club ctivities.
While many clubs, such as the
Baking Club, have large numbers
of frosh involved, others haven’t
had any frosh join this year.
The Anime Club, the Integrated
Science Association, the Intelligent
Questioners Club and French Club
have no frosh members.
The Irish Club and Political Science and History Society have one
frosh each, the Book and Knitting
Clubs have two each, while the Indian Club has three.
Senior Marion Galvez, who is
president of both the Anime and
IQ Clubs, has noticed this “lack of
enthusiasm” among the frosh.
She said those two clubs had
many frosh members last year.
“Nothing has changed about the
clubs,” Galvez said. “The freshmen
just aren't interested.”
Why are the numbers so low?
Frosh Jaila Gveuarra is an Asian
Club member and a Briarwood
Shelter volunteer but is hesitant to
join more clubs.
“A lot of my friends are busy with

track,” she said, “and it’s awkward
to join a club without them.”
Frosh Victoria Brucas, a member
of SMILE, said, “It's intimidating
to join a club alone. The upperclassmen don’t seem fond of freshmen. I went to the Activities Fair,
but other clubs didn't appeal to me
or took up too much time.”

French Club President Alejandra
Garcia, a senior, is sympathetic toward shy frosh.
“I understand that freshmen
don’t want to join clubs alone,” she
said. “But clubs can provide them
with new friends from all grades.”
Galvez hopes more frosh will get
involved eventuallyafter they real-

ize that having a number of activities listed on their transcripts could
help them get into college.
But Molloy will be diminished if
that doesn't happen.
“If the Class of 2016 doesn't get
involved as the years go on, there
will be no seniors to lead the underclassmen,” Galvez said.

Storm Fund
provides aid
The money in Molloy's Storm
Recovery Fund was used this
month to give tuition assistance to
46 Stanner families.
Molloy President Mr. Richard
Karsten said most of the 46 families who were helped had experienced flooding to their homes' first
floors and basements due to Hurricane Sandy. Many lost at least one
car while others were displaced or
experienced a loss of wages.
Two families had their entire
homes destroyed and several lost
their businesses.
The fund received $162,000 from
Frosh attend the annual Activites Fair in large numbers but aren’t the Walk-a-thon and $47,000 in
other donations.
joining many of Molloy’s clubs. (Photo by Monish Pahilajani ‘13)

Deanna discusses: ‘Les Miz,’ ‘Lincoln,’ ‘Django’
Review by Deanna Mayo '14
The year 2012 gave birth to some
star-studded movies such as
"Django Unchained" and "Lincoln" that have received both
awards and critical acclaim.
But neither can compare to "Les
Misérables," a masterpiece that not
only was one of the best movies I've
ever seen but the only one I've ever
seen four consecutive times.
I have yet to get the movie’s songs
out of my head.
Not only did it possess an incredibly talented cast, but the story,
adapted from the stage production
based on the Victor Hugo novel,
was brought to life in an incomparable way.
I had seen the show on Broadway
but I found the movie more enjoyable and heart wrenching.
Both Anne Hathaway and Hugh
Jackman were nominated for
Golden Globes Awards for Best
Supporting Actress and Best Actor
in a Musical or Comedy.
Hathaway won and for good reason because every single time I
watched her sing "I Dreamed A
Dream," I cried.
Jackman gave me chills, especially when singing "Who Am I?"
However, I was slightly disappointed with supporting actresses,
Amanda Seyfried as Cosette and
Samantha Barker as Eponine.
Seyfried's acting was superb but
her voice sounded like a mosquito

Anne Hathaway, center, in her Golden Globe winning role as Fantine in the movie musical ‘Les Miz.’
on steroids. Barker's voice was
strong but her acting left me cold.
However "Les Miserables" is a fantastic movie overall for those who
appreciate musicals and a good cry.
There is only one word to describe
“Django Unchained”: WOW!
I went into the theater not expecting much because it was a Western but the movie had that typical
Quentin Tarantino humor that often can be hysterically funny.
But it was Christoph Waltz and
Leonardo DeCaprio who made this
movie great.
Waltz, who also appeared in
Tarntino's "Inglourious Basterds,"
brings energy to his role as a German-born bounty hunter.

DeCaprio plays a plantation
owner who at one moment is all
Southern hospitality and the next
is completely crazy.
The most entertaining moment
was seeing Jamie Fox as Django
wearing a bright blue Pompadour
outfit riding a horse.
The movie is controversial and violent but in the end it leaves you feeling satisfied and energized. Go see
“Django:UnChained” and don't
forget, the "D" is silent.
Despite its great acclaim, I was
very disappointed by director
Steven Spielberg’s "Lincoln."
I've always seen Abraham Lincoln
as a strong and influential man,
but this movie made him look

spineless.
I am a huge fan of actor Daniel
Day Lewis but his performance as
Lincoln fell flat.
The movie should have been called
"The 13th Amendment" because it
focuses more on the political moves
made to get that ammendment
passed than it did on Lincoln.
However, I did enjoy watching
Tommy Lee Jones’s performance as
a senator. He kept me interested in
every scene he was in thanks to his
character’s dry sense of humor and
serious yet likeable demeanor.
Only the most passionate political junkies such as history teacher
Mr. Jeff Gallagher, who's seen it
twice, will enjoy this story.

Right to Life Club marches in D.C.
By Sophia Savvides '15, Phillip
Barsamian '15, and Sotiria
Pateroulakis '15
Molloy's Right to Life Club made
its eighth annual journey to the
March for Life in Washington,
D.C. on Jan. 25.
Campus Ministry Director Mr.
Mike Germano said the march fea-

tured “hundreds of thousands of
people who come together from
across the country to speak for the
pre-born.”
Senior Kathryn Brucas, who
went for a second time, said, "It is
amazing to watch because many
people across the U.S. go, and the
march shows how passionate

people are.”
The pro-life demonstration is usually held on Jan. 22, which this
year is the 40th anniversary of the
Supreme Court's Roe v. Wade decision which legalized abortion.
But this year's march was pushed
back to Jan. 25 because President
Barack Obama's second inaugura-

Members of Molloy’s Right to Life Club seen at last year’s March for Life in Washington, D.C.

tion was held on Jan. 21 and Washington officials did not want to
have to host two major events back
to back.
Forty to 50 Stanners, who paid
$40 each to make the trip, left
Molloy by bus at 6:30 a.m. for
Washington, D.C.. They returned
to school at around 10:30 p.m.
Brucas said it feels good to participate in a demonstration against
abortion with so many like-minded
people.
“Even though you are one person, when everyone comes together, it has a greater effect,” she
said.
What she liked most about last
year's trip was bonding with everyone there and meeting new people,
especially students from other
Marist schools.
Senior Aliesha Grandiso said she
was surprised by some of the protest signs she saw last year. “The
pictures they showed about abortion were very gruesome.”
Grandison, however, enjoyed the
experience and would have gone
again this year if she were not going on the Marist Youth Retreat.
Mr. Germano hoped the march
helped Stanners see they aren’t
alone in their anti-abortion views.

Sci-Oly is prepared for Regionals
By Harmanveer Singh '16
Molloy’s Science Olympiad team
is preparing to compete in the annual city-wide Regional Competition on Feb. 2 at Grover Cleveland
High School where Stanners will
participate in 18 different events.
Last year, the team placed sixth
out of 32 schools in the regional
meet, just falling short of qualifying for the state meet.
This year the team hopes to place
higher in the competition.
“We are aiming to improve,”
said Moderator Mr. Michael
Nadeau.
Mr. Nadeau says the team’s
toughest competition will be from
Stuyvesant, Benjamin Cardozo
and Townsend Harris High
Schools.
Sci-Oly events are divided into
two categories: engineering and
academics.
A team of students from each
school build mechancial devices
such as a “Robot Arm,” which
must grab various items and place
them in a certain location within a
set time period with the fastest and
most efficient robot winning.
Academic events include students
taking tests on biology and physics with the highest score winning.
This year’s Molloy team consists
of seniors Derrick Adam, Dante
Cella, Christopher DeMarco,

“I am looking forward to EXP,” as high in the final standings as
Marion Galvez, Joseph Ingrassia,
Erick Jara, Shibin Mathews; jun- said Kabigting, who hopes to place possible.
iors Dhanesh Binda, Thomas
Brinskelle, Ryan Ly, Edrean-Neil
Kabigting, Kristian Mosquito, Neil
Patel; sophomores Izidora Bozic
and Connie Zhao.
Mr. Nadeau said, “All of the
members are experienced in many
different fields.”
Mr. Nadeau said that despite
weeks of intense preparation, anything can happen on the day of the
meet.
An annual concern for the team
is never knowing if the machinery
it has built will work as well on the
day of the competition as it had in
practice because machines are unpredictable.
Adam will participate in “Remote Sensing,” an engineering
event in which he placed second
last year.
“The competition does create a
little pressure but it's fun, too,” said
Adam, who has been on the team
for three years.
Adam has learned that it's best
to remain relaxed and ready to go
on the day of meet.
Kabigting will participate in
“Triple E,” an academic event consisting of questions based on endangered species, and “EXP,” an
event where students conduct difScience Olympain Ryan Ly experiments with his robot.
ferent experiments.

Chess Club’s on to the Bug House
By Alejandro Montoya ’16
Sophomore Joe Schauer and junior Kristian Mosquito won the Advanced Division competitions in
Molloy Chess Club’s first two tournaments of the year.
Schauer won the Quad Tournament, where players each play
three other opponents, while Mosquito won the Speed Chess Tournament, where players, while
timed on a clock, each have a total
five minutes to make all their
moves and games last no longer
than 10 minutes.
The Quad Tournament had three
Intermediate Division winners,
sophomore Joemer Ramos, junior
Francisco Cid, and frosh Oliver
Mai, and three Beginner Division
winners, frosh Tomasz Skowronski,
frosh Nicholas Molohides, and junior Allison Terranova.
The Speed Tournament had one
Intermediate Division winner,
Ramos.
Club Moderator Mr. Michael
Harrison said the play of Mosquito,
Schauer and sophomore Alina
Obruchnikova has impressed him
so far this season and called them
the club’s top players.
“They have natural talent, are
amazing at analyzing positions,
and are bright students,” he said.
Mr. Harrison said he can still beat
every club member but “some
have a possibility of beating me if
I’m not having a good day.”
The club is in the middle of its
Bug House Tournament this month
and meets every Tuesday and
Thursday in Room 316.
“It’s a tournament where a team
of two players plays two speed

games against another two-person
team, with one playing white and
the other playing black,” Mr.
Harrison said. “When pieces are
taken from the opponent, the taken
piece is given to the player’s teammate, which he or she can place
anywhere on the board except in a
place resulting in check mate.”
Molohides credits his success in
the Quad Tournament to practicing a lot with his grandfather to
prepare.
Molohides, who started playing
chess at age seven, said the competition is good, especially when he
plays against upperclass members.
His goal for the Bug House Tournament is to finish third.
Ramos, who started playing

By Anna Poulakas ’14
Because he teaches a course in
personal finance, Mr. Mike
Harrison agreed to take over as
moderator of the Investment Club
from Ms. Mary Pat Gannon last fall
when the club entered eight teams
in the year-long Stock Market
Game and eight more in the two
half-year tournaments.
Every year the SIFMA
Foundation administers and funds
the games through a grant which
allows NYC schools to compete in
the game for free.
Prizes are given to the top teams
by SIFMA in each of the three
competitions.
In the just concluded first halfyear tournament, the Molloy team
of seniors Gregory Boyle, Marco
Rima, and Tejpaul Sehmbi placed
13th among 76 teams.
In the Stock Market game,
students have a hypothetical
$100,000 to invest in at least three
stocks, two mutual funds and one

bond fund.
Club member Austin Samaroo,
a junior, said that to do well in the
game, “it’s important to keep up
with the market and check the
stocks frequently.”
Junior Andy Salim added, “We
don’t think of it as a game. To us, it
becomes our real investments.”
Mr. Harrison said the key to
success in the game is to know
your investments well and stay
abreast of all of the market’s
fluctuations.
It is also important to avoid being
caught holding a stock for too long
when the market or an individual
investment goes down.
Mr. Harrison said this has been
“a schizophrenic year” for the
club, as its teams have enjoyed
great successes and some really
bad failures, especially during the
weeks around Thanksgiving.
Many issues involving the
European Union have greatly
affected the American stock

Alejandro Montoya makes a move during a Chess Club Tournament. (Photo by Jordi’Sevilla ‘14)
chess at age eight, credits his two terested in playing in a future tourtournament victories in the Inter- naments should see Mr. Harrison
mediate Division to his having to register.
good strategies for each game.
Ramos confessed that he could Tatum hits basketball
have played in the Advanced competition in both tournaments but scoring milestone
stayed in the lower division to have
Senior guard Amani Tatum
a better chance at winning.
scored the 1,000th point of her
The club will sponsor two more Molloy girls basketball career in
tournaments this year, the Open the varsity’s victory over Monclair
Timed Tournament, where players (N.J.) High School on Jan. 21.
have 30 minutes each to make all
Molloy is 12-4 and ranked sectheir moves, and the Open Speed ond in the city and sixth in the triTournament, where players have state region by MSG Varsity.
five minutes each to make all their
Junior C.J. Davis scored 26
moves.
poinits but the boys varsity saw its
Tournaments are open to all stu- five-game winning streak end with
dents and not just club members. a 62-61 loss to Xaverian on Jan. 22.
Non-club members who are in- Molloy is 14-5.

Investment Club’s roller coaster year

The bull sculpture on Wall St. symbolize a market which boasts
increased investing in anticipation of future share price increases.
market this year and the club’s
investments.
Investment Club President Alexia
O’Donohue said, “Don’t be afraid
to join Investment Club because it

sounds nerdy. It is one of the best
experiences I have had. You learn
so much from researching and
following the investments. It is a
great opportunity and privilege.”

