
means new staff and stu-

dents, so the entire mid-

dle school would like to 

welcome Guidance 

Counselor, Ms. Boczon, 

S.T.E.M teachers Ms. 

Capobianco and Ms.  

Ricciardi, Math teacher 

Mrs. Giunta, 

and Language 

Arts teachers 

Ms. Haddad 

and Ms. Moore.  

Congratula-

tions! 

     Lastly, the 

student body 

would like to 

thank Mr. 

Valente and all 

the faculty and 

staff of our 

middle school 

for making the transition 

into another year such a 

smooth success! Wel-

come back and hereôs to 

a great year! 

 

By Anthanasia Chandras 

 

 

 

 

On September 7, 

2017, the new and re-

turning students of Se-

caucus Middle School 

were welcomed into our 

community. Mr. Valente, 

accompanied by a festive 

red, white, and blue bal-

loon arch, 

stood out-

side of the 

building, 

greeting 

newcomers 

with his 

trademark 

fist bump. 

The eager 

sixth grad-

ers filled 

up the Din-

ing Hall, 

where they 

were then escorted to 

their first period classes. 

Overall, the first day of 

the 2017-2018 school 

year was a great success. 

     Although it is only 

October, our Middle 

School SGO began the 

school year with a fun 

event in the community. 

Select SGO members 

attended this yearôs  

Wizard In The Woods 

event at Schmidtôs 

Woods, volunteering to 

dress up as characters 

and enjoying The Wiz-

ard of Oz movie after-

ward. Overall, attendees 

and  

volunteers of the event 

had a great time. 

     Secaucus Middle 

School also enjoyed its 

annual block party that 

was run by the PTA. 

Weôre lucky to have 

such devoted parents 

who provided us with 

this amazing event. 

     A new year at Secau-

cus Middle School 

  A Warm Fall Welcome for SMS! 
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òThe soul should 

always stand 

ajar, ready to 

welcome the 

ecstatic experi-

ence.ó 

 

-Emily Dickinson  
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                                                  Donôt Mess With Mother Nature                 

 
     The 2017 Atlantic hurricane season has been one of the most unbelievable hurricane seasons we can 

remember. Hurricanes, also called tropical cyclones, or typhoons, are some of the most incredible, but dan-

gerous storms on Earth. They are rotating storms with a low pressure center, intense winds, and strong 

thunderstorms which can produce unbelievably high rainfall rates.   

How do these storms form though? Hurricanes need very warm water temperatures to form, about 

80 . , and they also need light wind shears. Hurricanes also need moist air to form. A hurricane forms 

from a cluster of thunderstorms, called a tropical wave. As water evaporates and rises, it condenses to form 

clouds. Since air is rising, more air comes to fill in the space where the air is evaporating. As this air comes 

from around the storm, it starts to rotate because the Earth rotates, also known as the Coriolis effect. This 

air condenses too, forming clouds and releasing heat, which in turn lowers air pressure. The clouds start to 

rotate due to the Coriolis effect around a center point which is the eye of the storm. Air always flows from 

high pressure to low pressure. Thus, more air comes from around the storm, creating a cycle in which the 

storm continues to strengthen and organize. As the storm continues to move, if conditions remain favora-

ble, the storm will continue to strengthen. If this continues, it could strengthen to a major category 5 hurri-

cane. The eye of the storm becomes more 

evident. It looks like a hole in the storm, 

but the eye of the storm is very calm. The 

strongest and most dangerous conditions 

of the storm are lo- cated right around the 

eye in the eye wall.  If the storm 

moves over ex- tremely warm waters, it 

could go into rapid intensification. This is 

when a tropical cy- cloneôs maximum sus-

tained winds in- crease at least 35 mph 

in a 24 hour period. 

 

During Hurricane Katrina in 2005, levees and floodwalls were destroyed, resulting in a major flood.  

Rainfall can cause major flooding, similar to storm surge, but unlike it, this can occur inland. Recently, a 

new rainfall record was set from Hurricane Harvey. Some places received more than 40 inches of rain in 

less than 48 hours. Heavy winds can throw debris and injure people or property. This can also rip off roofs 

of houses and pull plants from the grounds that donôt have deep roots. These winds can seriously hurt the 

agricultural economy, as well as animals and humans. Recently, Hurricane Irma, a category 5 storm with 

winds of 185 miles per hour, was one of the strongest storms as per wind speeds, just 5 miles behind Hurri-

cane Allen with winds of 190 mph. 

      We already have had two category 5 hurricanes that have made landfall, which is very rare. The last 

time this happened was 10 years ago in 2007. This yearôs hurricanes were called Hurricane Irma and Ma-

ria. They brought devastating impacts to many countries such as Puerto Rico, Antigua and Barbuda, the 

Virgin Islands, and the Dominican Republic. Many of these countries were severely impacted by Hurricane 

Irma and a few weeks later before they could recover, Hurricane Maria slammed into these same countries. 

It will now take many months before these places can recover and it is not certain that more hurricanes will 

not impact them. It is clear that hurricanes are a destructive force that can bring devastating impacts to 

many people. If we continue to study hurricanes and conduct experiments, it may be possible to lessen 

their impact and save many lives. 

 

                                                                                                                             By:  Ayush Agarwal 




