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“The soul should
always stand
ajar, ready to
welcome the
ecstatic experience.”

-Emily Dickinson
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SECAUCUS MIDDLE SCHOOL

A Warm Fall Welcome for SMS!
On September 7,
2017, the new and returning students of Secaucus Middle School
were welcomed into our
community. Mr. Valente,
accompanied by a festive
red, white, and blue balloon arch,
stood outside of the
building,
greeting
newcomers
with his
trademark
fist bump.
The eager
sixth graders filled
up the Dining Hall,
where they
were then escorted to
their first period classes.
Overall, the first day of
the 2017-2018 school
year was a great success.
Although it is only
October, our Middle
School SGO began the
school year with a fun
event in the community.
Select SGO members
attended this year’s

Wizard In The Woods
event at Schmidt’s
Woods, volunteering to
dress up as characters
and enjoying The W izard of Oz movie afterward. Overall, attendees
and

volunteers of the event
had a great time.
Secaucus Middle
School also enjoyed its
annual block party that
was run by the PTA.
We’re lucky to have
such devoted parents
who provided us with
this amazing event.
A new year at Secaucus Middle School

means new staff and students, so the entire middle school would like to
welcome Guidance
Counselor, Ms. Boczon,
S.T.E.M teachers Ms.
Capobianco and Ms.
Ricciardi, Math teacher
Mrs. Giunta,
and Language
Arts teachers
Ms. Haddad
and Ms. Moore.
Congratulations!
Lastly, the
student body
would like to
thank Mr.
Valente and all
the faculty and
staff of our
middle school
for making the transition
into another year such a
smooth success! Welcome back and here’s to
a great year!
By Anthanasia Chandras
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Don’t Mess With Mother Nature
The 2017 Atlantic hurricane season has been one of the most unbelievable hurricane seasons we can
remember. Hurricanes, also called tropical cyclones, or typhoons, are some of the most incredible, but dangerous storms on Earth. They are rotating storms with a low pressure center, intense winds, and strong
thunderstorms which can produce unbelievably high rainfall rates.
How do these storms form though? Hurricanes need very warm water temperatures to form, about
80℉. , and they also need light wind shears. Hurricanes also need moist air to form. A hurricane forms
from a cluster of thunderstorms, called a tropical wave. As water evaporates and rises, it condenses to form
clouds. Since air is rising, more air comes to fill in the space where the air is evaporating. As this air comes
from around the storm, it starts to rotate because the Earth rotates, also known as the Coriolis effect. This
air condenses too, forming clouds and releasing heat, which in turn lowers air pressure. The clouds start to
rotate due to the Coriolis effect around a center point which is the eye of the storm. Air always flows from
high pressure to low pressure. Thus, more air comes from around the storm, creating a cycle in which the
storm continues to strengthen and organize. As the storm continues to move, if conditions remain favorable, the storm will continue to strengthen. If this continues, it could strengthen to a major category 5 hurricane. The eye of the
storm becomes more
evident. It looks
like a hole in the storm,
but the eye of the
storm is very calm. The
strongest and most
dangerous conditions
of the storm are located right around the
eye in the eye
wall. If the storm
moves over extremely warm waters, it
could go into rapid
intensification. This is
when a tropical cyclone’s maximum sustained winds increase at least 35 mph
in a 24 hour period.
During Hurricane Katrina in 2005, levees and floodwalls were destroyed, resulting in a major flood.
Rainfall can cause major flooding, similar to storm surge, but unlike it, this can occur inland. Recently, a
new rainfall record was set from Hurricane Harvey. Some places received more than 40 inches of rain in
less than 48 hours. Heavy winds can throw debris and injure people or property. This can also rip off roofs
of houses and pull plants from the grounds that don’t have deep roots. These winds can seriously hurt the
agricultural economy, as well as animals and humans. Recently, Hurricane Irma, a category 5 storm with
winds of 185 miles per hour, was one of the strongest storms as per wind speeds, just 5 miles behind Hurricane Allen with winds of 190 mph.
We already have had two category 5 hurricanes that have made landfall, which is very rare. The last
time this happened was 10 years ago in 2007. This year’s hurricanes were called Hurricane Irma and Maria. They brought devastating impacts to many countries such as Puerto Rico, Antigua and Barbuda, the
Virgin Islands, and the Dominican Republic. Many of these countries were severely impacted by Hurricane
Irma and a few weeks later before they could recover, Hurricane Maria slammed into these same countries.
It will now take many months before these places can recover and it is not certain that more hurricanes will
not impact them. It is clear that hurricanes are a destructive force that can bring devastating impacts to
many people. If we continue to study hurricanes and conduct experiments, it may be possible to lessen
their impact and save many lives.
By: Ayush Agarwal

P A G E

4

Introducing the Hydrogen One
C
U
R
R
E
N
T

E
V
E

N
T
S

Meet the Hydrogen
One, a “holographic” Android phone. This phone is
able to create “holographic
displays,” of images. Unfortunately, not much is known
about this supposed phone,
besides the public information shared by RED, the
company releasing the
phone, at the
beginning of
July. The
size is about
equal to an
iPhone 7
Plus -with a
case on.
This is not
entirely unexpected, as
it is, after
all, a phone
that can produce holograms.
More information was,
thankfully, shared by
Marques Brownlee, who was
able to get permission to review three prototypes of the
phone, each showing off an
aspect of the Hydrogen One.
The first was simply a nonfunctional model of the final
phone’s appearance, while
the second and third showcased the anticipated parts of
the upcoming Android
phone.
The second prototype
showed off the new 3D view
of the Hydrogen one. And

finally, the third was a
completely separate
camera component
which included its own
lens and sensor. Unfortunately, Marques
Brownlee blurred that
aspect of the phone
out, leaving us with
only his review. He

describes it as having a
“crazy, deep, sort of
3D look,” but that it
“definitely wasn’t perfect,” commenting on
the choppiness of the
animation, and the
light bleeding out
through the edges of
the image. Smaller
details include that the
phone will have the
power button double as
a fingerprint reader,
thus making turning on
and unlocking the
phone literally with a
push of a button. Ste-

reo speakers are in the
front of the phone,
along with a dual camera, and video record
button. Fortunately,
especially for those
who find the new headphone jack of the iPhone 7 to be inconvenient, the Android
phone has an ordinary headphone
jack. RED will
have a working
prototype within
the next 30-45
days, so the wait
continues.
This phone is
currently valued
at the price of
about $1,200,
and has already
been pre-ordered by
many people waiting in
anticipation. The true
quality of this new
phone will be reported
once this new product
is released and hopefully it will live up to
everyone’s expectations.

By: Smriti Chopra,
Milene Escoto,
Thomas Matos, &
Katherine Ren
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Everyday Heroes in Our School
An Interview With Brianna Hawkhurst
By: Bailey Fearon
Brianna Hawkhurst is a normal eighth grader who did an extraordinary thing. She cut her hair to donate it
to people suffering from all kinds of cancer. This means after they cut her hair they make her it into a wig
for patients who had to go through chemotherapy treatments, and had hair loss due to the radiation. I sat
down with Brianna to gain some insight into why she made
the decision to make this donation:
Question: How long was your hair when they cut it?
Answer: 10 inches.
Question: How long did it take to grow out your hair?
Answer: A year and a half.
Question: What motivated you to cut your hair for this great
cause?
Answer: My aunt had breast cancer, and so I realized at her
Relay for Life walks that people suffer a lot from this.
I wanted to find a way to help out, so I donated my hair.
Question: Do you know who your hair went to?
Answer: No, but I got a thank you letter.
Question: Did anybody else cut their hair with you?
Answer: My 4 year-old sister, Hailey
Question: Did you see what wig your hair made?
Answer: No, we don’t get to see the wigs because they combine a bunch of people who donated hair and
make one wig.
Question: Was it an amazing experience for you?
Answer: Yes! It was. I did it once before but it was amazing to get to do it with my sister. I feel we gave at
least one person fighting cancer the chance to look in the mirror and see hope and a new beginning. I only
hope my hair has given them the empowerment they need to feel beautiful and know that we are all rooting
for them to beat cancer.
Question: Are you planning on growing your hair back and doing the donation again?
Answer: Yes, once I regrow my hair my sister and I will gladly do it again because it’s an amazing feeling
and an even more amazing program. I really love the idea of getting to give back and help that strong
person to keep on fighting because we all care about then and we understand how hard it is to lose such a
big part of themselves through this fight
So if you happen to see Brianna walking through the hall at school, be sure to give her a high five or a
thumbs up for her noble selfless deed. You rock, Brianna (and Hailey too)!
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Lego Ninjago Movie
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Ninjas zooming around
and fighting evil, that is the
type of thing Ninjago is.
When I was five my brother
and I sat down in front of
the television, and he put
the show Ninjago on. I was
immediately fascinated by
this action/adventure. I’m
sure many people will agree
with me that we are eagerly
anticipating an opportunity
to see the new movie that is
currently in theatres.
The movie has been
called “fun”, “action-packed”
and “kid friendly”. It is about
an outcast named Lloyd
who is a ninja. Although he
fights for good, his father is
evil. So he and his ninja
friends have to stop him and
his plans to take over the
world.
In this wise-cracking
comedy kids can find themselves absorbed in the movie, as if they were part of

Ninjago.
The Lego Ninjago Movie is
similar to many compelling
movies, which also have the
same plot of good versus evil.
Some examples of this is The
Lego Batman Movie and The
Lego Movie.
The movie stars Michael
Peña and the infamous Jackie
Chan, who are some of the
best actors in the business. It
is a 3D computer-animated
film with a 70 million dollar
budget. With all these exciting
combinations, I can only expect greatness.

By: Samyan Mangat

Artwork: Praneel Khiantani

Here are some
important upcoming events to
keep in mind:

Nov. 17– DanceA-Thon 6-9pm

Nov. 6-10—
School Closed

Nov. 22 - Single
session day

Nov. 15—End of
1st marking

Nov. 23-24—
School closed

period

Nov. 28– Environ-

Nov. 20-22 Spirit
Week

mental Club
fundraiser due

FALL

2017

P A G E

MOVE IT!
As we all know, athletics
play a very important role for
overall health. Aside from
physical exercise, proper nutrition and rest are a main priority for the human body. Here,
at SMS, physical education
plays an important role in every student’s health. The students in Phys. Ed. classes are
currently running on dirt trails
and the big track outside,
playing soccer, and shooting
archery. You can also see a
competitive volleyball match
going on at all times in the
gym.
The Physical Education Department has a new weight
room. It’s an impressive state of
the art facility that all the students enjoy using. Phys. Ed.
may seem like all play, but students begin to see how it is a
necessity. They begin to realize
running for 56 minutes a day
isn’t too hard, and it is a nice

break from sitting in a classroom for most of the day.
Even though there are so
many things to do outside, there
are people who are still lured
inside to play video games or
watch TV. They might binge
watch The Flash or Stranger
Things, but tennis is definitelybetter.
A study from Queens
University asked 20,122 Canadian students about how
much time they play outdoors and how much time
they spend indoors. The
study showed that playing
outside showed better mental health scores. It also
showed if someone plays
indoors too much, there is a
7% higher probability of

having emotional problems, a 3%
lower probability of having high
life satisfaction, and a 6% lower
probability of engaging in high pro
social behavior. So don’t spent too
much time indoors, and go out and
run as fast as you can, challenge
yourself, and you will have a
healthier body, mind, and life!
By: Stratos Chandras
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The Solar Eclipse of 2017
By Eva Colon-Guillen
The exciting weather event of the summer was the solar eclipse which occurred on August 21, 2017. It caused an uproar across the United States and other parts of the world. This eclipse was remarkable because it was the first such
event during the social media era. It was the first total solar eclipse in the US in
38 years, and was also the first solar eclipse that was visible across the entire
USA since June 8, 1918. The Path of Totality, which is the track of the Moon’s
umbral shadow across Earth, spanned from Oregon to South Carolina. Every
state in this path was able to experience nighttime for about a few minutes in the
afternoon! It is one of history’s most documented eclipses. Many people bought
special glasses to protect their eyes from the harmful rays of the sun. This was a
once in a lifetime experience for many.
The next time this will happen will be in September 2035, and we’ll be in our
thirties, or close to it!
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everyday life
ASTRONOMICALLY INSIGNIFICANT
shouldn’t seem so extraordinary
on the scale of everything that ever was, at least.
however, it is a spectacle
how we can worry so endlessly
over the simplest matters.
when there are greater
more complex, things
to ponder about.
lovely,
Isn’t it?
The way the earth
Will spin forever (for now).
When it feels as if I’m spiraling
Down, I can dream about the stars,
Because I know they will never let me down.
funny to see everyone so anxious,
maybe they’ve upset their friend,
or have gotten in trouble at school.
doesn’t anyone ever realize?
their friends will
come and go.
Never
Last too long.
School only lasts until
That moment you’ve decided
That you have finally had enough.
Nothing ever really lasts forever, of course
Except for maybe possibly hopefully the universe.
when you take a moment to stop and look around,
everyone is so wrapped up thinking about themselves,
To worry about how awful your day has been going.
So one piece of advice that you should
Keep in your back pocket:
When someone needs
An ear to listen,
Be that
Ear.
your problems are
probably just as silly theirs.
as I hope you’ve realized by now,
that you’re really the only one who cares
whether or not your hair looks good today,
or if you’ve done your makeup a bit off today,
or if you’re acne has been acting up today.
Does it really matter,
When there are endless stars to dream about,
And so much more to wonder about,
Than whether or not you fit in with this silly pattern that society has set for us? whether or not you’ve conformed
to the uniformity that has been molded for us. No one cares if you don’t have an instagram account. No one is
thinking about how your body looks. no one is gossiping about how bad your test grade was.
Just Be Happy.
and think about the stars a little more often….they’re worth thinking about.
By: Liliana Hopkins
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Fall Sports
As the new school
year gets underway,
our student athletes
get busy.
Our girls’s volleyball team finished the
season with a 5-5 record. Thanks to Coach
Roesing for her assistance this year. Nice
job ladies!

The girl’s soccer
team suffered only one
loss, finishing their season with an impressive
10-1-1record for the
year. What an outstanding effort!
Thanks to Coach
Jonathan for all his
help and guidance this
soccer season.

Our boy’s soccer
team ended this season
under Coach Segro’s
tutelage with a 6-5-1
record. Way to go
guys! Congrats to all
our student athletes
who bring so much
school spirit and pride
to SMS!
-Staff

Girl’s Volleyball: Kneeling: Rosary DiCario, Genna Mosher, Kelly Mui, Jordan Rocco,
Megan Williams, Raquel Villareal, Kaitlyn Martinez
Standing: Kristal Kelly, Samantha Paone, Athanasia Chandras, Angie Sharpe, Kayla
Trotman-Thomas, Alyana Andal, Mia Smentkowski

Girl’s Soccer– Kneeling: Rachel Peet, Thalia Kourkadelis, Brianna Hawxhurst, Paige Quinones, Audrey
Youn, Cassey Meyer, Daniella Peschetti, Anika Li; Standing: Pooja Parikh, Harveen Jhamblatt, Sophia Corral, Nurisha Ferati, Nicole Parise, Bailey Fearon

Boy’s Soccer– Kneeling: Daniel O’Connor, Joe Parise; Ayush Agarwal, Nicholas Matos, Simon Gurguis,
Christopher Martinez, Shivam Rajwani, Becket Alvarez, David Smentkowski, Ali Marzouk, Krushay
Bhavsar; Standing: Coach Segro, Benjamin Rosales, Joe Alfarano, Jaden Bradley,Joshua Pascale, John
Young, Darren Kelly, Alex Nyugen, Eric Paredes, Danny Argudo, Ashish Tejwani Missing: Ronit Meghani

SMS BLOCK PARTY KICKS OFF THE YEAR!
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Secaucus Middle School’s S.G.O, run by Ms. Palmisano, hosted its annual Block
Party to start off the new school year. At the event were students in all three grades,
each one having a blast. The S.G.O provided the students with lots of great food and
drinks. However, the main attraction at the party was the D.J.
The students at Secaucus Middle School ate, played, and danced for two and a half
hours straight. Faculty and chaperones kept watch over the students’ safety, while
P.T.A members helped cook and serve the food from the BBQ. .
Secaucus’ go-to D.J. Mr. Camillo, was at the event making sure that everyone was
having a great time. He played an arrangement of songs from “Despacito” to “Cotton
Eye Joe”. Grades from sixth to eighth highly enjoyed the music and danced ‘till their
legs gave out. A crowd of kids surrounded the D.J. booth up until the end of the event.
As the night wound down none of us wanted to leave. The SMS Block Party is
always an awesome bonding event among the grades. So when it’s time for our next
block party, bring a friend along or even make a new one. Make memories and have a
total ball! Thank you to everyone involved who made this a very special night for all of
us.

S

By: Mykailla Harper & Kailey O’Donnell
By: Mykailla Harper & Kailey O’Donnell

Riddle Me This…
Q: What subject in school is easy for a witch?
A: Spelling
Q: Why did the skeleton go to the party alone?
A: Because he couldn’t find any body to go with him
Q: What Halloween monster is the best jokester?
A: Prankenstein
Q: Which circus performers can see in the dark?
A: Acro-bats

By: Destinee Salinas
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Here’s What’s
Happening
Around Our
School…
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