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St. Christopher School is dedicated
to excellence in education, complemented by a strong moral and spiritual
foundation within the tradition of the
Catholic Church. We strive to develop
students who are confident, independent, lifelong learners, who lead by
example, and who live their lives with
integrity and concern for others.

Students big and small learn that it is better to give than to receive!

On December 3rd and 4th, students
poured into the church hall for St. Chris’s
annual Christmas Shopping for Kids!
On the eve of the event, special elves
transformed the hall into a festive “pop
up store” where students could purchase
gifts for family and friends. Shoppers
chose from a wide variety of items for
people of all ages. Volunteers organized
the merchandise in different areas of
the room for men, women, and children,
making it easy to find just the right
present. All items were color coded and
reasonably priced between $1 and $5.
Everyone brought their treasures home
wrapped and ready for Christmas!
Sr. Maximilian stops to chat with students
during recess on Vocation Day.

Students also enjoyed the ever popular raffle table with an array of exciting
prizes such as a giant stuffed panda bear,

a basket of assorted chocolate treats,
and an oversized St. Chris Husky, among
other goodies. Once done shopping,
students purchased raffle tickets for a
chance at winning the different prizes.
Mrs. Clarke announced the lucky winners
when students returned to school on
Monday morning.
Parents and grandparents graciously
volunteered to price thousands of items,
set up merchandise, restock tables, assist
shoppers, wrap presents, check out orders, and help wherever needed. Thank
you to everyone who made this fun
event a great success. Students returned
home with warm hearts, wonderful
memories, and an armful of gifts to slide
under the tree!
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A MESSAGE FROM
THE PASTOR

ST. CHRIS FAMILIES DONATE TO THE
CORPUS CHRISTI FOOD PANTRY

On December
8, 2015, St.
Christopher
School joined
the Catholic
Church worldwide in marking not only
the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception, but also the beginning
of the Jubilee Year of Mercy. The first
extraordinary Jubilee Year since 1985,
the Year of Mercy will run through
Christ the King Sunday on November
20, 2016. Pope Francis explained
that the Year of Mercy arose through
his reflection on how the “Church
might make clear its mission of being
a witness to mercy.” He envisions a
year when people will become more
merciful in their own lives and bring
God’s mercy to others.
Here at St. Christopher School we
teach our students that each indi
vidual is a child of God deserving of
respect and mercy. Students have
the unique opportunity to explore
their faith within the classroom and
learn how it applies in their daily lives.
Through a shared understanding that
God is all merciful, students better appreciate the differences among them.
During the year ahead, I invite you to
be open to the grace of mercy that
God extends to you. May you find
peace, understanding, and forgiveness as you experience His mercy in
your own life and, in return, extend
mercy to those around you. And
together, may we experience renewed
faith in God throughout the entire
world.
God Bless,

(Rev.) Richard J. Kelley
Pastor
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Every fall, St. Christopher School partners with St. Christopher Parish to participate in
the Corpus Christi Food Pantry’s brown bag drive. Students take home brown paper
grocery bags and return them filled with supplies for the less fortunate in the Nashua
area. Attached to each bag is a short list of specific non-perishable food and health
care items especially needed in the community. Our students and familes always respond very generously to this call for help, contributing over 1,020 pounds of supplies
each year. When representitives from the food pantry arrive at St. Chris to collect the
donations, Student Council members carry the bags out to Corpus Christi’s van.
The Corpus Christi Food Pantry and Assistance is a non-profit entity established in
1999 by the Roman Catholic parishes in Nashua. The Food Pantry program allows
clients to choose items they most need from a shopping list. Volunteers then fill the
orders and deliver them to the clients in grocery baskets. The Assistance program
provides a short term safety net for those who require additional help. It offers social
service information, financial planning advice and, in some cases, financial assistance
with basic needs. According to Corpus Christi, “all services are offered to help prevent
hunger and homelessness and to help clients and their families on their journey to
achieving self-sufficiency. They are offered without regard to race, religion, country of
origin, or gender.”
Principal Cindy Clarke believes that participating in the brown bag drive is ”a great
way for our students to broaden their awareness of responsibility to the community
by helping people in need.” Part of the mission of St. Christopher School is to develop
individuals who “lead by example, and who live their lives with integrity and concern
for others.” Opportunities such as this reinforce the importance of making a difference in the world around us.
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A WORD FROM THE PRINCIPAL . . .
Dear Alumni, Parents, Parishioners and Friends,
St. Christopher School’s tradition of excellence dates back to 1952. For 64 years, St. Chris has successfully provided children with a strong academic foundation, rich in Catholic values and traditions. Service
to others is an integral component of the important values we seek to instil in our students. Throughout the year, we grow in faith together by understanding the significance of reaching out to our community and parish. Some of the many ways we serve others involve projects such as the Santa Fund
shoe box program at Christmas, the PJ and Book Drive during Catholic Schools Week, the St. Vincent de Paul coin collection
for the needy during Holy Week, and the creation of hundreds of crafts and cards for nursing home residents, seminarians,
and police officers. I am honored to witness the sensitivity and compassion demonstrated by our students.
In addition, we continue to offer a rigorous academic curriculum which allows our students to meet challenges within the
traditional coursework, as well as to explore new educational opportunities particularly in the areas of fine arts and STEM.
Our professional staff remains dedicated to providing a dynamic education that inspires lifelong learning and encourages
students to recognize their individual talents while valuing the differences among us.
We appreciate the commitment by our many generous supporters to invest in the future of our school. Thank you for partnering with us and laying the groundwork for the next 64 years!
May God’s peace and blessings be with you always.

Cynthia Vita Clarke
Principal

12TH ANNUAL ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL AUCTION
IT’S GOING TO BE OUT OF THIS WORLD!
The stars will be shining on April 2, 2016,
as the St. Chris community gathers to
celebrate the 12th Annual St. Christopher School Auction at the Sky Meadow
Country Club! With a theme of “St. Christopher School … A Universe of Possibilities,” the Auction is sure to be out of this
world! Join alumni, parents, staff, and
friends for a stellar evening of drinks and
dinner, silent and live auctions, raffles,
and more. Proceeds from the evening
benefit the educational, technological,
and enrichment efforts of the school, as
well as finanancial aid programs.
Tickets for the Auction are just $60.
Please check out our new Auction web
page at https://StChrisSchoolNH.
ejoinme.org/welcome, where you can
buy tickets, become a sponsor, donate
items, etc. We look forward to seeing
you on April 2nd!
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PARENT GROUP ROCKS
Led by President Bridget Gigliotti, the Parent Group works all year long to enhance our school community with family-friendly
social events, extracurricular programming for students, and special treats for teachers and staff. We are very grateful for all that
they do! Below are highlights from just a couple of their many efforts already this year.

Serving up good times at Unos
On Saturday, November 14th, the Parent Group hosted a fun-filled pancake breakfast
for students, staff, and families at Unos Restaurant in Nashua. For a mere $5 per person, guests enjoyed coffee, juice, milk, pancakes, the company of family and friends,
and exceptional service! Nearly a dozen parent volunteers kindly agreed to work the
event, seating and serving customers, clearing tables, and even providing occasional
entertainment. The Parent Group also set up a craft table with activities suitable
for different age levels, so that children could socialize with each other . . . and keep
busy, too. Approximately 150 people (more than ever before!) enjoyed the morning
together. Parent Group member and event coordinator Ellen Valade wishes to thank
everyone who came out for breakfast. Ellen reports, “We had a great turnout and everything went very smoothly, which is a credit to our wonderful volunteers. We hope
even more people will join us next year!”

Hosting Laura Ingalls Wilder
For six years running, the Parent Group has invited professional performance artists
to visit St. Chris and conduct assemblies “in character” for all students in grades Pre-K
through 6. This year, on October 16th, American author and settler Laura Ingalls
Wilder transported us back in time to the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
Ms. Wilder highlighted different experiences throughout her life, describing the many
challenges she and her family faced on various homesteads in the midwest. St. Chris
students were expecially interested to learn how difficult it was to live back then
and to accomplish seemingly simple tasks. Ms. Wilder’s multiple costume changes
illustrated the different periods of her life from childhood, through her teenage years,
and then into adulthood. She used a projector to show actual photographs of the
real Laura Ingalls Wilder. At the end of the performance, she answered many great
questions from students and teachers.
Parent Group President Bridget Gigliotti explains that the historical performance artist is “one assembly that everyone in the school looks forward to each year.” She adds,
“It is a great way to start off the school year together as a community.” In previous
years, St. Chris has hosted Abraham Lincoln, Amelia Earhart, Harriet Tubman and Ben
Franklin.
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ENROLLMENT REMAINS STRONG
Despite increased competition from area private and charter schools, enrollment at St. Christopher School remains strong! In a
period of declining numbers for Catholic schools across the nation, particularly at the elementary school level, St. Chris’s population has increased steadily over the last eight years. We are blessed to continue growing, despite the prevailing downward trend.
While Catholic school enrollment between 2005 and 2015 dipped 19.9% nationwide,* St. Chris welcomed more than 350 students
each of the last two years. Our kindergarten and fifth grade classes are currently full, and most other grades have only a few available spaces for additional students.
In the words of Thomas Edison, “There is no substitute for hard work.” We agree. St. Chris’s success is directly attributable to the
hard work of our talented faculty and staff, and the active support of of our wonderful parent community -- day after day, week
after week, year after year. In the spirit of excellence, St. Chris endeavors to provide a strong, traditional education that is, at the
same time, forward thinking. We strive to graduate students of character who are prepared to face the academic and personal
challenges ahead. We are gratfeul to our dedicated teachers for enthusiastically embracing this philosophy and to our parents
and staff for helping to promote our school. It is because of them that our enrollment remains strong!
* National Catholic Educational Association (ncea.org)

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR RETURNS
St. Chris sold over 1,000 books and gift
items at its 9th Annual Scholastic Book
Fair, raising more than $3,000 for our
library! This fabulous event grows bigger
and better each year. Students can shop
during their library class, and parents
are welcome any time. Librarian Donna
Noon uses proceeds from the fair to
purchase new books and other academic
resources. Students particularly enjoyed
this year’s fun “Monster Book Fair” theme.
Clifford the Big Red Dog surprised everyone by dropping in a handful of times
to say hello and encourage our monster
readers!
Mrs. Noon welcomes alumni parents Roberta LaPlante
(P’14), Teri Puksta (P’04, ‘07, ‘‘13), Nancy Lavoie ( P’04,
‘08), and Mary Hebert (P’03, ‘08) who came out to
volunteer at the book fair again.
We loved having them back!
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TEACHER PROFILE
Melissa Emond has
packed much into
her 14 years at St.
Chris . . . and shows
no signs of slowing
down! In “addition”
to teaching math
to our 5th and 6th
grade students, she
helps lead the way for innovative uses of
technology and participates in “countless” different school activities.
In the classroom, Melissa takes advantage of her interactive Eno Board and the
set of IPads shared among the teachers.
Her students regularly use programs
such as IXL, Brain Pop, and Math Blackboard, in which they can reinforce skills
through video lessons, exercises, and
quizzes. She also designs her own lesson
plans within Easiteach software.
Melissa finds technology “extremely helpful in knowing how to advance individual
students.” For example, she sometimes
borrows the IPads so that her students
can work independently in Math Blackboard. With only a few touches of the

screen, Melissa quickly customizes
each IPad on the spot for each student,
adjusting difficulty levels up or down as
appropriate. Using the IPads in this way
keeps all students challenged and frees
up time for Melissa to work one-on-one
with a student struggling to understand
a concept. Someday she hopes to have
her own set of IPads for her classroom!
Melissa offers extra help before school
two mornings a week, and is available
upon request other mornings for students who have conflicts.
Communication with Nashua Catholic
Regional Junior High remains a prioroity
for Melissa. She meets with faculty members in Nashua Catholic’s math department to understand their curriculum and
ensure that St. Chris students are well
prepared for future success.
Melissa also manages the electronic
grade book piece of St. Chris’s new
automated student information system.
Electronic grade books allow teachers to
assign weighted values for different categories of work (i.e., tests may carry more
weight than homework assignments)
and automatically compute grades as
they are submitted. For assessment pur-

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Meredith McArdle (‘81) lives in Baltimore, Maryland where she has worked
as a special education teacher for the
visually impaired at the Maryland School
for the Blind since 1992. She teaches
students with severe physical, emotional,
and/or intellectual disabilities, all with
varying degrees of blindness. Although
her students have ranged in age from
five to 21 years old, Meredith currently
teaches third grade. She has won a
number of awards acknowledging her
outstanding work, including Teacher
of the Year from the Division of Visual
Impairments Chapter of the Council of
Exceptional Children.
Meredith earned a Bachelor of Science
degree from Wheelock College in Boston,
majoring in teaching young children
with special needs in grades K-3. She
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also earned a Master of Science degree
from Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, focusing on severe and profound
handicaps. She added a certificate in
Teaching the Visually Impaired from
Pennsylvania College of Optometry.
Meredith admits that teaching is “in her
genes.” Her mother and several cousins
were teachers, and her aunt Shelia Neverett taught right here at St. Chris for more
than 20 years. Meredith loved helping
Mrs. Neverett set up her classroom!

poses, the grade books offer printouts on
individual students or class performance
as a whole and generate our report
cards. Melissa trains St. Chris teachers on
how to use electronic grade books and
provides assistance as needed.
Outside of the classroom, Melissa chairs
the Catholic Schools Week Committee
and is a member of the Safety Committee at St. Chris. As a sixth grade homeroom teacher, she organizes special endof-the-year field trips and the graduation
luncheon. For the past several years, she
has also worked for the After Care Program two or three days a week. Finally,
with her own children at St. Chris, Melissa
volunteers for the Cross Country team
and the Drama Club, helping to guide
the stage crew, paint sets, and generally
assist with “crowd control!”
Melissa graduated from Keene State
College with degrees in education and
Spanish, and spent a semester studying
abroad at the University of Seville. She
lives in Merrimack with her husband
Keith, their two children, two dogs, two
guinea pigs, two betta fish, and one
dwarf frog. In her free time (?), Melissa
enjoys snow shoeing, walking, hiking,
sewing, crafting, and reading!
Meredith recalls happy memories of her
time at St. Chris. She remembers playing at recess on the parking lot behind
the school when it was split in half by a
painted yellow line -- the boys played
on one side, while the girls played on
the other. Sometimes the boys and girls
would race each other by running along
the line and back. Meredith also remembers school plays put on at “the Mount”
(the former Mount St. Mary High School)
starring classmate Kerry O’Malley (‘81).
Meredith reports that her St. Chris teachers “were always supportive and encouraged me to work hard.”
In her spare time, Meredith enjoys traveling to visit friends and family (especially
her nieces!) and reading fiction. She also
loves “watching football and cheering for
the Patriots, to the dismay of the Ravens
fans at work!”
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CHESS, CHECKERS, CRIBBAGE, CARDS . . . LET’S PLAY!
Most Friday mornings, you can spy St.
Chris parent CJ Bourn entering the building carting a large plastic storage bin
filled with game boards, cards, and other
supplies. CJ took over as coordinator of
the “Chess Club” four years ago, when he
learned it needed a new volunteer. Back
then, the group operated more like a
traditional Chess Club. Students joined
to learn the rules of the game or to find
a match. Occasionally, a few students
would play checkers instead.
Once at the helm, CJ thought he’d mix
things up a bit. First, he decided that
students could teach the game of chess
to each other. Calling upon his experience as a scout leader, CJ recognized
that he could introduce chess to younger
students, while developing leadership skills in older students at the same
time. Second, he decided to expand
the club to include a variety of games.
The Chess Club soon morphed into the
“Chess, Checkers, Cribbage & Cards Club”
. . . although even that name does not
represent all the different games students might play! CJ often demonstrates
other games as well, such as Othello
and Scrabble Slam, and is always open
to suggestions. He most enjoys “watching kids learn new games.” Students are
encouraged to bring in their own games
too.
Currently the club stands at about 25
members strong, spanning 1st through
6th grade. At any given meeting, about
20 students come through the door and
quickly get busy playing. The club gathers in Mrs. Mitchell’s science classroom,
so students can take advantage of the
long tables which are especially useful
for large group card games like UNO, Monopoly Deal and Newmarket. The tables
also provide room for other students
to sit quietly to the side and observe a
good match.
CJ stresses the importance of sportsmanship. He requires all chess competitors
to shake hands after a match. He also
explains that chess is not about beating

CJ Bourn presides over a lively game of Newmarket, a traditional card game
long popular in his family which he taught the group.

your opponent, but rather about figuring
out how to make your opponent concede.
Each spring, CJ hosts an end-of-year
chess tournament, set up much like
college basketball’s March Madness.
Students spend several months during
the regular season accumulating points
by playing different people in the club.
The top 16 point getters secure a spot in
the tournament. CJ’s tournament rules
require that players must win in order
to advance to the next round. In the
event of a tie, both players are out of the
tournament. A large crowd usually gathers to watch the exciting championship
match. CJ awards chess sets and trophies
as prizes. If enough players are interested
in participating, CJ also runs a cribbage
tournament in the fall.
With CJ’s youngest child graduating from
St. Chris this spring, the Chess, Checkers,
Cribbage & Cards Club is again in need of
new leadership. If you are interested in
getting involved, please call the school
or contact Marta Nissen at mnissen@
StChrisSchoolNH.org. CJ is happy to help
a new moderator get started!
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