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Riverview Community Schools launched eSpark this past September in
all K-2 classrooms. eSpark is a rigorous and engaging digital reading
and math curriculum that individualizes learning paths for students
based on their NWEA scores.
Students complete various high interest adaptive activities that
practice a standard. After mastering a skill or standard, students script
and record a video in which they creatively apply their knowledge to
reteach what they have learned. This reinforces learning, develops
speaking skills, and provides teachers with a better understanding of
their students’ unique needs and interests.

Teachers are provided with detailed data which allows
them to intervene and teach mini lessons based on
student’s specific needs. In addition, weekly emails are
sent to update the teacher when students have
mastered a new standard or need additional support or
intervention.

In today’s classroom, we have a variety of learners who
benefit from a customized, engaging blended learning
approach while still being held accountable for higher level
learning. eSpark is constantly changing based on each
student’s progress and will automatically download high
interest apps to promote optimal growth for each
student.
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Meet the talented staff that teach Art for the Riverview Community School District!

VINCE CUSUMANO - SEITZ MIDDLE SCHOOL
Mr. Cusumano has been teaching art at Seitz for 18 years. He earned his degree in
Art Education from Wayne State University.
As you can see from the pictures displayed throughout Seitz, the students love the art
program. The pictures below were painted by Mr. Cuz in water colors.

AMY VAN SICKLE - RIVERVIEW HIGH SCHOOL
Ms. Van Sickle is a graduate of RCHS and Wayne State University. Her course of study for
her BFA was graphic design and ceramics. After graduation, she began her career in the
automotive industry working at Ford Motor Corporation and later Visteon as a training coordinator and course developer. A few years later, she completed her Masters in Art for
Teaching (also at WSU) and was hired to teach Art at the high school level at Riverview in
2005. Ms. Van Sickle is a sculptural artist by nature but dapples in everything—
see her work below!
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JUDY ENGLISH - ALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Ms. English attended University of Michigan School of Art following high school and
graduated from Madonna University with a BA and teaching certificate after being a stayat-home mom for 15 years. She recently continued her education and received a MA in
Curriculum and Instruction from Concordia University. This is her 17th year teaching art
and her 8th year here at Riverview Schools. Ms. English teaches at all three elementary
buildings and sees students in grades 1-5 once a week.

Elementary students use various mediums in the art room on
a regular basis. Students use crayons, colored pencils, markers, oil pastels, and chalks for drawing projects. For painting
they use tempera paints, watercolors and liquid temperas.
Three-dimensional projects have included paper mache, paper
sculptures and plaster-craft. Many of the projects are theme
based and are used to decorate the hallways for various school
events. Students have created artwork for several Holiday
Nights, Daddy-Daughter Dance, and Carnivals.
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SEITZ MIDDLE SCHOOL ART
Pictured is one of the 6 showcases featured throughout
Seitz. These pieces of art were created by seventh graders.
The name of this project is Kaleidoscope.

This is the Bottle Cap Mural. Kids throughout
Seitz donated the caps over a period of a
few months and the mural was completed
with Mr. Cusumano as advisor.

(Special thanks to
Natalie Richards
for compiling Seitz
Art information!)

The framed artwork above was created by former Seitz students.
There are over 88 pieces of framed artwork throughout Seitz.
All of the framing was paid for by our Seitz Parent Club. Thanks for your support!
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SEITZ MIDDLE SCHOOL ART

Pictured are some background scenes and props for the upcoming Seitz drama club production of
Beauty and the Beast (March13-15).
Seventh and eighth grade students helped create all the props and scenes for the play.

RCHS ART
With the help of students who are in Art
Smart Club, the annual RCHS Art show has
been held for the past few years in the Spring
at the Downriver Council for the Arts building. This venue allows students to experience
their art in a professional gallery setting and
to see everyone's art on display at once. The
event is always free of charge and open for at
least a week. Its an AMAZING showcase of art
over the entire year.
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RCHS ART
Art courses and activities at RCHS include:
Basic and Advanced Art
Painting and Advanced Painting
Ceramics and Advanced Ceramics
Puppetry
Mural Painting
Summer Enrichment Programs in the Arts for K-8 students
Year-round Art Smart Club
Paint and Take fundraiser nights
RCHS students have won and participated in:
North American International Auto Show Poster Design
Detroit Zoo Reptile & Amphibian Awareness Contest
Arson Awareness Month Poster Contest
Downriver Community Billboard Contest
Downriver Arts & Crafts Guild Scholarships
Downriver Council for the Arts Scholarships
Grosse Ile Land & Nature Conservancy Photo Contest

BUSINESS STUDENTS ATTEND DETROIT
ECONOMIC CLUB MEETING
On Tuesday, January 23, ten Business and Finance students were
given the opportunity to attend a Detroit Economic Club meeting.
The Detroit Auto Dealer Association, who sponsored our table,
gave these students the opportunity.
The meeting was held at Cobo Center in Detroit. Before the actual
meeting, the students had an assembly where they listened to the
presenters in a less formal presentation. The speakers at this meeting were The Big Four:
The Honorable Mike Dugan – Mayor of Detroit
The Honorable Warren C. Evans – Wayne County Executive
The Honorable Mark A. Hackel – Macomb County Executive
The Honorable L. Brooks Patterson – Oakland County Executive

MEMORIAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
The Mother-Son Event for Memorial Elementary School was held on January 26 at The Grecian Center. Special
thanks to the PTC and National Honor Society students for volunteering. It was fun for all!!
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Seitz Middle school is the home of the Robobucs, three different robotics teams that bring technology
and engineering together in one challenging and engaging activity! We participate in FIRST Robotics.
FIRST Tech Challenge is a student-centered activity that focuses on giving students a unique and
stimulating experience. Each year, teams participate in a new Game Theme that requires them to design,
build, test, and program autonomous and driver-operated Robots that perform a series of tasks. Teams
also immerse themselves as engineers and scientists, while keeping track of their work in their
Engineering Log.

The Playing Field for the Game consists of the FIRST Tech Challenge Game Pieces set up on a foam-mat surface,
surrounded by a metal and Lexan Field frame. Each Tournament features Alliances, which are comprised of two
Teams, competing against one another on the Playing Field. Teams work to overcome obstacles and meet challenges, while learning from and interacting with their peers and adult Mentors, while constantly maintaining the
FIRST credo of Gracious Professionalism. Students develop a greater appreciation of science and technology and
how they might use that knowledge to impact the world around them in a positive manner. They also cultivate life
skills such as:





Planning, brainstorming, and creative problem-solving
Research and technical skills
Collaboration and Teamwork
Appreciation of differences and respect for the ideas and contributions of others

Our RoboBucs teams competed in a district qualifier on December 9th for FIRST Relic Challenge in Dearborn, MI at
the McCullough-Unis Middle School. Each team went through a series of 6 preliminary matches and performed
amazingly! One of our teams was even chosen to be part of an alliance in the final round! The aspect of this competition that, as coaches, we are most proud of is that our teams do all of their own repairs, modifications and
work.
Well done, RoboBucs!

Board Vice-President Gary
O’Brien visited 4th grade Boy
Scouts in December to talk
about engineering.
He shared some of his
patents and how and why he
got into engineering. He also
stayed to help the boys
design and build bridges from
spaghetti that could hold
more then 4 times their
weight!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
March 16, 2018
NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS
Hall of Fame Banquet 6:00 pm
March 24, 2018
Memorial Carnival 12:00-3:00 pm
March 30, 2018
Spring Break Begins
April 9, 2018
Classes Resume
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