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Consolidation Moves Forward

By Dr. Thomas A. Lesniewski,
Superintendent of Schools
Even though the winter season is upon the area, the
Punxsutawney Area School District (PASD) Consolidation
process moves forward with great anticipation for the 2018-19
school year. These changes will allow the district to maintain our
strong academic programs and to remain financially stable.
Change is always challenging, but the PASD staff is focusing
on the following benchmarks at the K to 6 level to improve our
educational program:
1) K to grade 3 additional physical education time (including
grade 3 swimming);
2) Academic flexible grouping based on students’ academic
needs;
3) Computer elementary classes will focus on coding, software
apps and the daily integration of iPads.
Please note that the middle school concept will no longer
be present in the district, but we will highlight individualized
learning through technology integration to help prepare our
students for future careers and jobs that do not even exist today.
If you as a parent or a member of our community have any
questions or concerns about the district consolidation, please feel
free to contact my office at 814-938-5151, Ext. 5001.
As President John F. Kennedy stated, “Change is the law of
life. And those who look only to the past or present are certain
to miss the future.”

Monstrously Fun Academics
Enliven Middle School

By Melissa Fedigan,

Instructional Technology Coach

Calling all monsters! Calling
all monsters at Punxsutawney
Area Middle School!
“Obi?”
“Here!”
“Cat Meowzerz?”
“Present.”
“Mookie?”
“I am here!”
“Chath?”
“Present and ready!”
What in the world does this
strange roll call have to do with
students at Punxsutawney Area
Middle School?
Recently, students in the English Language Arts (ELA) classes of Mrs. Sarah Peterson, Ms.
Cheryl Stonbraker, and Mr. John
Snyder participated in a fun proj-

ect with the help of PASD Tech
Coach, Mrs. Melissa Fedigan.
This project was modeled after
a popular global Internet activity
called The Monster Project (check
out:
https://themonsterproject.
org). The goal of the project is to
give students an opportunity to
infuse math, ELA and technology
into a fun academic activity. Jamie Forshey, long-time friend and
Director of Media and Technology at Bellwood-Anis School District, reached out to Mrs. Fedigan
to ask if any fifth or sixth grade
middle school teachers at PAMS
would be interested in working
with other school districts across
Pennsylvania to make this project even more engaging. Teachers
from five different school districts—
Bellwood-Anis, Central Craw(Continued on Page 8)

Bell Township was honored to receive news of having the highest
SPP score in Pennsylvania. Standing proudly are (l/r): Jodi Bartlebaugh (3rd grade teacher), Tessa Ellis (2nd grade teacher), Sherri
Spicher (1st grade teacher & Head Teacher), Krista Lowry (kindergarten teacher), Angie States (Title I teacher), Becky Peterson (Learning
Support teacher), and Dr. Shari Weber (Principal).

Bell Township Earns Highest
Public Elementary School
Performance Profile Score in PA.
By Dr. Sharon Weber,
Elementary Principal

The 2016-2017 Bell Township
students, teachers and staff earned
the top spot in the state for their
elementary School Performance
Profile (SPP) score. The 101.5
score brought recognition to the
Punxsutawney Area School District. This shows that students in
a rural district can achieve just as
well or better than their peers who
attend schools in urban or in very
wealthy school districts.
For Bell Township’s performance, the Punxsutawney Area
School Board recognized the
students and educators at the November 13 school board meeting.
Additionally, State Representative Chris Dush stopped by the
elementary school on November
28 to talk with the K-3 students
about achievement and to deliver
a certificate and note to the teachers about their outstanding work.
I recently asked the students
that were in Mrs. Bartlebaugh’s
3rd grade class at Bell Township

for the 2016-2017 PSSA tests
what they thought that the teachers at that building did to prepare
the students so well for the state
tests. I was looking for a formula
to duplicate the results in future
years, but in reading the students’
answers, I found that they were
as varied as the youngsters’ personalities. These are the students’
responses, in their own words:
“Mrs. Bartlebaugh told me not
to freak out.”
Adam Muth
“Mrs. Bartlebaugh helped
me with my math. I was bad at
rounding, but Mrs. Bartlebaugh
helped me by giving extra time.
She would make me do rounding
‘til I was good at it. What got me
into reading is the AR star reading
challenge from Dr. Weber. We
work hard on our work, but the
thing that got us up was the parties we did for all our successful
things.”
Kiah Greenawalt
“The teachers taught me and
everybody else at Bell so we were
(Continued on Page 6)

National Honor Society Inducts New Members
By Matthew Wehrle,
Senior

On Thursday, November 16,
the National Honor Society inducted new junior and senior
members to their prestigious
organization. Inductees include
Matt Blose, Midori Bridges, Garrett Rowan, Chelsea Snyder, and
Colin Wineberg, who are new as
seniors. The junior inductees are
Olivia Fleming, Emily Griebel,
Kate Horner, Bailey Jones, Ethan
May, Cassidy Reed, and Matthew
Thom.
To be eligible for NHS, a student must be a member of the
junior or senior class and must
have chosen to enroll in academic
courses throughout their high
school career. Once identified as
having met the scholarship criteria of having earned at least a 95.0
cumulative HS GPA, prospective
members are invited to submit
information to support their qualification in the areas of service,
leadership, and character. Selection is then based on majority vote
of a faculty council.
“National Honor Society is
an organization that both recognizes and encourages excellence
in its members,” said advisor Mr.
Bishop. There are over 20,000
NHS chapters nationwide, with
the Punxsutawney Chapter being headed by President Kaitlin
Doverspike, Vice President Zach
Pape, Secretary Delaney Martino,
Treasurer Kristin Lowmaster, and
Historian Mackenzie Barr.
But, NHS isn’t just about hit-

Newly inducted members of the National Honor Society (Front row, from left): Colin Wineberg, Kate
Horner, Bailey Jones, Olivia Fleming, Emily Griebel. (Back Row) Midori Bridges, Chelsea Snyder, Cassidy
Reed, Ethan May, Matthew Thom. New members Matt Blose and Garrett Rowan are not pictured.
ting the books. They do a ton of be of service to others. A life of ties and actions like this do a lot of
volunteer and community work service yields many benefits that good in the community and give
such as Adopt-a-Highway, Home aren’t necessarily measured in you a sense of pride when you are
done. “(Volunteering) makes me
for the Holidays Parade clean up, numbers,” Mr. Bishop added.
“The group service projects are feel like I am doing my part in the
Spring Fashion Show at Mulberry
Square, and giving time at the li- nice because you are there with community,” Blose says. Chalbrary or Historical Society, just your friends and contributing to a lenging yourself and going outside
to name a few. Being involved is good cause to benefit others,” said your comfort zone, such as giving
very important to the organiza- senior Matt Blose, who recently your time to others and excelling
tion. “Members are encouraged helped clean up after the Home at your studies, is what NHS at
to look outside themselves and to for the Holidays Parade. Activi- Punxsutawney is all about.

Kindergarten Implements Fundations
By Richard Britten, Assistant to the Superintendent
During a variety of meetings, including Title I schoolwide and data meetings,
a need for early strong phonics instruction emerged. As a result of discussions,
a team consisting of elementary and Title I teachers, along with administration,
began searching for solutions. They attended several conferences and workshops
for best practices and programs.
After more research and discussions, they chose to begin implementing
Fundations, a phonics based program from Wilson Reading. It provides programs
for basic literacy and interventions for struggling readers.
In August, kindergarten teachers received their first training and began to
implement the program at the beginning of the school year. Fundations instruction
is provided daily in every kindergarten class for 30-35 minutes. It emphasizes
phonemic awareness, phonics word study, high frequency word study, fluency,
vocabulary, handwriting, and spelling.
During November, a training was provided for all of the Title I and IST teachers
that will enable PASD to provide a strong phonics based intervention program to
the students in the lowest 30 percentile. This Fundations Plus intervention began
in December.
Although the programs are in their infancy, early discussions with the classroom
teachers are extremely positive. The Title I staff, kindergarten teachers, and
administration are quite pleased with the program. They will continue to monitor
the success of Fundations as the semester progresses.
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Alexia Neville, in Mrs. Samantha Martin’s class, takes the
class through the letter/sound drill in Fundations.

Middle School Creating a Culture for Literacy
By Jeff Kuntz,
Classroom Teacher

Teachers and students are
working hard to develop a culture
for literacy within the walls of
PAMS. In addition to the regular
events happening inside the reading and language classes at the
school, teachers are working on
special projects and events to help
students become excited about literacy.
Mr. Jeff Kuntz’s fifth grade
reading students were invited
back to school one evening in
late September, to participate in
a “Camping in the Courtyard”
event. Students returned to see the
PAMS courtyard transformed into
a camp site complete with tents,
a camp fire, camp chairs, blankets
and snacks. Students completed
various activities including silent
reading, listening to a read aloud,
reading to each other, flashlight
reading and enjoying various
camping snacks. Each student
also left camp with a new book to
read.
Students in Mrs. Melody Beitzel’s classes have been enjoying a book club throughout the
fall months. Students took their
breakfasts and met with Mrs. B
several mornings before school
each week. While enjoying their
breakfast, students read and discussed the Newbery Award-winning book, “From the Mixed-Up
Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frank-

Camping in the Courtyard was a well attended evening event for developing a love or reading. The young
ladies in the tent are: Lily Houser, Jael Miller, Mya Galentine and Raleigh Hollopeter.
weiler” by E.L. Konigsburg. This
wonderful book follows the adventures of two children as they
run away from home only to hide
out in the New York Metropolitan

Fifth grader, Griffin White, is pictured with his Diary of a Wimpy Kid
character pumpkin that was part of a class project to look at the fun
side of literacy. (photo by Jeff Kuntz)

Museum of Art. As a culminating
activity, the students were invited
back to school one evening in December to view the movie based
on the book. In addition, students
could participate in a STEM activity, learn some great homework
completion strategies, enjoy some
popcorn and Skittles and grab a
new book to read later.
A walk down the seventhgrade hall finds the library display
case showing off some great motivational book displays created
by Mrs. Rebecca Peterson, Mrs.
Gail Fetterhoff and many PAMS
students. The December case
featured snowmen created from
stacks of library books. These
displays can’t help but interest
students in the genre of books
promoted by the display.
Some of the fifth grade students
created pumpkins based on book
characters for an October project.
Students decorated pumpkins to
represent such books as “Charlotte’s Web,” “Diary of a Wimpy
Kid,” and the Harry Potter series
to name a few.
Several fifth graders are currently reading the nominees for
the Keystone to Reading Book
Awards sponsored by the Keystone State Reading Association.

Students have committed to reading at least four of the ten nominated books by the end of March.
At that time, students will vote
for their favorite, joining students
from all over the state to help
choose the winners.
Along the same lines, a group
of 36 fourth, fifth and sixth graders are participating in the annual
Reading Competition held in the
Redbank Valley School District.
Students were chosen on a variety
of criteria, including student interest. The chosen students will each
read several of the titles provided
for the competition and become
experts on those books. The competition held in the early spring
puts grade-level teams from various schools against each other to
answer comprehension questions
about the books chosen to be a
part of the project..
Additionally, classes have participated in the Monster Writing Project, Accelerated Reader
competitions, book projects, book
clubs, Challenge Hour, and received a MAC grant from McDonald’s to purchase books. These are
but a few of the ways the teachers
and students of PAMS are creating a culture for literacy.
PASD Digest, Winter 2018 - 3

The Home-School Team: Why Two-Way Communication Is So Important
By Mrs. Deidre Martino,
Special Education Teacher
“A positive parent-teacher relationship helps your child feel good
about school and be successful
in school,” advises Diane Levin,
Ph.D., Professor of Education at
Wheelock College. “It demonstrates to your child that he can
trust his teacher, because you do.
This positive relationship makes
a child feel like the important
people in his life are working together.” Communicating effectively is a key factor for making
this relationship work. Parents
need information about what and
how their child is learning and
succeeding in school, and the
teacher needs important feedback
from the parent about the child’s
academic, social, and behavioral
development outside of school.
Each has a piece of the picture of
a child’s development, and each
can be more effective when the
information is shared. When the
school is consistently effective in
communicating with parents, they
are more likely to trust and work
with the school to support their
child’s learning. Constant com-

This communication log focuses on
student behavior and allows space
for teachers to make notes regarding homework and other important
information.

This photo shows Mrs. Martino working with a group
of students on their phonics and spelling skills for the
week. The student’s take their spelling words home each
night to practice with family for their test at the end of
the week. Practice makes perfect!

munication helps ensure that both
schools and homes are responsive
to students’ unique needs and
therefore support children’s overall development. The biggest winners of effective communication
between home and school are the
children.
Opportunities for two-way
communication include:
• Parent conferences
• Parent-teacher organizations
(PTO)
• Phone calls, E-mail, Notes
• Communication notebooks or
communication logs
• Teacher district websites
• Agendas
• Annual open houses
• Workshops for parents, as offered
So, what can parents do to increase home-school communication? First and foremost, check
your student’s folder or binder
each day. Many important papers and notes come home daily.
Next, ask your child(ren) about
their day at school, including the
papers completed in school that
are to be “left at home.” DO NOT
accept simple answers or “I don’t
know.” Hold your child accountable for discussing their day with
you. Send in notes, call, or e-mail
when questions or concerns arise

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION

The Punxsutawney Area School District is an equal opportunity education institution and will not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, or disability in its admission procedures, educational programs, activities, or employment practices as required by Title
VI, Title IX and Section 504. For information regarding civil rights or
grievance procedures, contact Gerald G. Gigliotti (Title IX Coordinator)
at Punxsutawney Area High School, 500 North Findley Street, Punxsutawney, PA 15767. Telephone: (814) 938-5151, ext. 6531 or Kate
Shaffer (Section 504 Coordinator) at Punxsutawney Area High School,
500 North Findley Street, Punxsutawney, PA 15767. Telephone: (814)
938-5151, ext. 6520.		
Revised: 08/2010, 07/2012, 06/2013
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Here, the students are taking turns reading their fluency chart which practices their phonics skills for
the week and uses their skill in the context of words,
phrases, sentences, and stories.

Mrs. Martino reinforces a student with a high five for reading with perfect fluency!

This photo shows an example of a
visual communication log to be sent
home for parents and teachers to
communicate about a student’s day
at school.

at home. As teachers, we always
make time to discuss your child.
You, as parents and guardians,
know your child(ren) better than
anyone else. You know when they
are excelling or struggling more
than anyone.
You can also become active in
your child’s learning. There are
many easy ways to enjoy time
with your child that also support
learning. Sit with your child as
they do their homework. Read
with them- be it their weekly
story, LLI book, AR book, maga-

zine, or any book they enjoy. Quiz
them on vocabulary or spelling
words. Ask your child math facts.
Play card games or board games
together. You can also be available
during play dates, snuggle on the
sofa while watching a good movie or show together, take a nature
walk in the park, or cook something yummy together. All these
things support your child’s deep
belief that you know her, care
about her, and would never expect
her to do something that isn’t possible — such as learn in school.
In conclusion, effective twoway communication between
home and school is critical to
student achievement. When home
and school become a team and
work together, it creates a positive
relationship that boosts the child’s
self-esteem and confidence across
all environments. Teachers and
parents need to establish open
lines of communication via phone
calls, e-mail, newsletters, agendas, teacher webpages, etc. to
elicit communication and feelings
of success for students.

The Halls Are Alive with Activity at the Middle School
By Travis Monroe,
PAMS Principal

The halls of PAMS have been
alive with activity since the beginning of school in August. There
has been an abundance of activity,
both academic and community
involvement-based to kick off the
2017-18 school year.
Service to school and community is a focus of student life
at PAMS. It all began in early
October with the raffling off of a
giant Hershey Bar to benefit the
Make A Wish Foundation. The
Student Government also added
to the collection by selling candy
canes just before the Christmas
holiday. Students could purchase
a candy cane and have it sent to
another student or teacher in the
school. Members of Student Government sold the candy canes in
the morning before school and
during the lunch periods. Additionally, PAMS staff paid to wear
jeans one day. The donation was
presented to officials of Make A
Wish in December.
November brought the Penny
Wars to be used for the annual
Canned Food Drive. Grade levels
competed against each other during the week to be the winner of
the Penny Wars. The fifth graders
won the competition and the ice
cream prize, but the real winners
were the various Punxsutawney

PAMS GeoBee Winners for 2017 are Charlie Compton (3rd), Owen
Conrad (1st) and Morgan Riggie (2nd). Owen will go on to represent
PAMS by taking the state GeoBee test in January to see if he qualifies.
food banks that received the ef- pated in the annual Veterans Day
forts of the collection. Students program. The school opened its
also had an opportunity to bring doors to the public and hosted
in canned goods to be distributed a nice luncheon for participatalong with the money raised dur- ing veterans. After the luncheon,
all students participated in some
ing the Penny Wars.
On another note, Zoey Hoover, aspect of the program to honor
a sixth-grade student at PAMS, those who have served our counwas selected to sing the Nation- try. The band played, the chorus
al Anthem, at the Pennsylvania sang, there were several choral
Farm Show in January. She sent readings, the history of Veterans
in an audition tape, and was one Day was explained, and a touchof the semi-finalists to move on in ing slide presentation of veterans
the competition. The public had related to students and staff. The
an opportunity to vote online for program ended with the playing
of Taps. The program reinforces
their favorites and Zoey made it!
All students at PAMS partici- to our students the importance

of the costs of freedom and the
appreciation we have for those
who have served and continue to
serve our country. This program
is coordinated by Dr. Michael
Guidice, the music department,
Student Government, the AmeriCorp teachers, and all the faculty
members.
The annual GeoBee in November found fifth grader Owen
Conrad crowned the champ. Seventh grader Morgan Riggie and
fifth grader Charlie Compton
were crowned second and third
respectively. All PAMS students
participated in classroom competitions held during their social
studies class. The finalists made
it to the grade-level competitions,
and those winners made it to the
televised finals. The students did a
great job answering tremendously difficult questions based on
United States and world geography. Owen will represent PAMS
by completing a computer based
state test in January.
As we continue through the
school year, there is participation
in the Coats for Kids project, Baskets of Love Collection, Red Ribbon Week activities, Spirit Week
fun, and so much more. PAMS
strives to create an environment of
academic excellence and service
to the community through many
types of activities and projects.

PAMS Students Try Challenge Hour Projects
By Travis Monroe,
PAMS Principal, and
Jeff Kuntz, Classroom Teacher
Did you ever wonder what it
would be like to go to school in the
morning and study what you wanted to study, at a pace that was just
right for you? Well, a group of fifth
grade students at the Punxsutawney
Area Middle School are trying just
that. These students are exploring
what has been called by Google,
the Genius Hour.
In the past, Google employees
were permitted to spend 20% of
their work week exploring work
related topics and ideas that were
of interest to them. The results of
Google’s experiment were phenomenal. Many of the company’s
newer products and product updates came about because of this
program. Employees researched
and experimented with their passions to develop and improve
Google products. This concept has
spread to schools and classrooms
around the country.

Many times in school settings,
students might feel as if they are
not given many opportunities to
learn more about what really interests them. Student motivation and
accountability can be improved by
giving students choice and a chance
to explore their interests and/or
passions. This project will find the
students and teachers moving closer in the direction of personalized
learning.
The PAMS class has coined the
term Challenge Hour for their hour
of passion projects which they work
on for one hour per cycle. After
completing learning style surveys,
the students are digging into a topic
of their interest and choice to gain
considerable knowledge and determine an appropriate way to present
their Challenge Hour project to the
world.
Students will complete research
about their topic using technology,
interviews, and library resources.
Students will present their findings/
project in any manner which they
choose. All students will create and

present a power point presentation
or Google slides presentation about
their findings, along with a project
of their choice. They might create a movie, write a report, write
and perform a song or play, plan a
class demonstration, create a poster, or anything else that will help
them show others what they have
learned.
The class is working with PASD
Tech Coach, Mrs. Melissa Fedigan,
to learn about safe and appropriate
internet searches; how to provide
appropriate citations for the information they want to use as a part
of their project. and how to use the
technology of their new iPad to create posters, movies, and all other
things possible.
Students will have chosen their
topic and prepared a proposal by
mid-January. They will then continue working each Day 3, completing an online reflection after
each session. The class will work
on this project until the beginning
of May, when student presentations
will begin.

Fifth grader Wyatt Davis uses his
new iPad as well as library reference
materials to work on his Challenge
Hour project. The project is part of
the PASD’s Personalized Learning
initiative. (photo by Jeff Kuntz)

This is an opportunity for the
students to shine! They will be developing real-life reading and writing skills while working on a project that is important to them. They
will also develop presentation skills
using both traditional and nontraditional methods. Students will work
on time management, reflection
skills and working to reach a final
goal using available materials and
their creativity.
This opportunity will give the
students the chance to develop
an understanding of personalized
learning and give them a glimpse
into what their future might hold.
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Bell Township Earns Highest Public Elementary
School Performance Profile Score in State
(Continued from Page One)

ready, and they encouraged us.”
Cam Rodgers
“Mrs. Bartlebaugh helped me
do good because she explained
stuff to us.”
Warren Miller
“All of my teachers supported
me for the PSSAs. Also, Miss
Depp-Hutchinson helped me
with (preparing for the) PSSAs
after school. When I was at Bell
Township, Dr. Weber told me,
‘You can do the PSSAs, Aaliyah.
I believe in you.”
Aaliyah Rowe
“They helped and encouraged
us. I really, really enjoyed Reading is Fun week.”
Reagan Houk
“My teachers taught me everything I needed to know and
helped me with things I needed
help with.”
Collin Eberhart
“Mrs. Bartlebaugh and Mrs.
Peterson helped me focus on all
of my stuff at school.”
Isaiah Herndon
“Everybody from kindergarten
to third helped us learn all of the
stuff for the PSSAs.”
Katelyn Schopperth
“Mrs. Bartlebaugh helped me
a lot on measuring.”
Leo Storms
“My teacher helped us by helping us learn division and multiplication in third grade.”
Breyton Trithart
“They all taught me and helped
me when needed help.”
Ava Roken
“Mrs. Bartlebaugh helped me
understand all the math problems
I didn’t know, and more.”
Isabella Bartlebaugh
“Mrs. Bartlebaugh encouraged
us to do good.”
Riley Miller
“Mrs. Bartlebaugh taught us
some songs to help us multiply.
I liked Reading is Fun week.
When we beat Dr. Weber, I was
overwhelmed.”
Zach Stiver
“Mrs. Peterson always wanted
us to have a pencil.”
Cameron Peace
“They encouraged us, such as
the classes putting up notes on
the board (kindergarten made a
bulletin board in the entryway
encouraging the 3rd graders) or
writing letters (Dr. Weber, Mrs.
Spicher’s students, Mrs. Ellis’s
students, and Mrs. Rake’s 3rd
grade Parkview students wrote
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State Representative Chris Dush visited Bell Township and spoke with
the students and staff about their outstanding School Performance
Profile score. Pictured are State Representative Chris Dush, Learning
Support Teacher Mrs. Rebecca Peterson, current 3rd grade students
Joey Pearce, Evan Sproat, and Hailey Peace, and 3rd grade teacher
Mrs. Jodi Bartlebaugh.
letters of encouragement). The
teachers made everything fun.”
Emma Burkett
“My teacher, Mrs. Bartlebaugh,
helped me with math when I
struggled. Also, she gave me
more homework so then I would
know a little bit more.”
Krista Reitz
“They taught me that learning
is fun. My favorite thing at Bell
was the teachers, because they
were great.”
Logan Moore
“Every teacher wanted to challenge me.”
Lucas Mennitti
In addition to getting feedback
from students, I was interested in
gathering insights from the teachers at Bell Township on this issue. I asked the teachers, “What
are some specific things that you
did (do) in your grade level/specialized certification areas to get
our students ready for the PSSA
tests?”
Mrs. Jodi Bartlebaugh, 3rd
grade teacher at Bell Township,
stated:
“I begin with the very first
round of 4-Sight testing at the
beginning of school. Based on
Lexile reading scores, 4-Sight
reading, 4-Sight math scores, and
end of the second-grade year data,
I group the students based on their
areas of need. I begin with early

morning tutoring for those students who are not currently performing at grade level. We work
together individually or in small
group from the time students get
off the bus until the bell rings for
school to start. This is something
the first and second grade teachers
do as well. This extra time with
the students in reading and math
is really beneficial. Each time the
students are benchmark tested, I
revisit the students’ scores and decide if the tutoring needs to continue or if the child is performing
at grade level and can be successful without my intervention.”
“I feel that this early intervention has been key to our school’s
success on the PSSA in both reading and math. Bell Township has
scored 100% proficient in math
for two years in a row using two
very different math series. Our
reading scores for the past two
years have been 94% and 100%
proficient or advanced. That is
something I, as their teacher, am
very proud of.”
“The staff at Bell Township
works amazingly well together.
The second-grade teacher and
I have talked many times about
how to prepare the students for
the third-grade curriculum. It
makes a huge difference when students enter my classroom already
equipped with the skills necessary

to be successful in third grade.”
“My collaboration with our
special education and title teachers is also unique. Becky, Angie
and I truly share the responsibility for our students. We share often the strengths and weakness in
academics that we are noticing in
our students. We work together
to celebrate the successes. Most
importantly, we work together to
remediate the deficits all the while
maintaining the expectation that
all students can learn and grow.”
“Parental involvement is another key to our success. The parents at Bell Township support our
school and their child’s education
and will work hand in hand with
teachers to help their children
succeed. Education is valued in
the homes of the students at Bell
Township, and parents echo the
same high expectations for their
own children that we do from
them as educators.”
Mrs. Tessa Ellis, 2nd grade
teacher, reported,
“At the beginning of the year,
I discuss goals with my students.
We talk about what they want to
accomplish for the year and what
I want them to accomplish for the
year. This helps us get to know
each other and learn expectations. I inform my kids that once
they reach a goal of mine, I will
reward them.” By ensuring that I
am teaching the standards within
each lesson, I know that I am preparing my kids for the PSSA tests.
I make sure to collaborate with
our third-grade teacher.
“Additionally, consistently collaborating with our learning support teacher is highly effective for
our students. We discuss student
progress multiple times during the
day. We will also pull each other
into our classrooms to offer praise
and encouragement. By communicating the needs, strengths, and
accomplishments for the students
we are offering support and differentiated instruction in each
classroom.”
“I use the same format of testing for reading and mathematics
and the same grading rubrics. Students fill in an answer key when
they take a test. An answer key is a
new skill/concept for the students.
I also grade the written responses
like our 3rd grade. I make sure
that the students understand the
language arts terms/vocabulary
and that they are using the terms
(Continued on Next Page)

Bell Township
Elementary
(Continued from Previous Page)

when responding to questioning.
It is the same for mathematics. We
create a math vocabulary book,
where we place the new chapter
vocabulary terms and other math
terms that they will need to know
for next year. They can refer to
these math journals when needing
to complete a written response in
their math curriculum. I let my
students know what my expectations and goals are from the beginning of the year. By keeping
things consistent, I believe the instruction is more effective.”
“For students who might need
some added reinforcement or instruction, I hold morning tutoring
every morning. Communicating
with parents from the very beginning of the school year is very
important. Letting the parents
know what the expectations are
or where they can help support at
home is very effective. “
Mrs. Sherri Spicher, 1st grade
teacher and Head Teacher for Bell
Township, stated:
“One of the things we do at Bell
Township that helps to guide instruction is the teacher collaboration. We discuss the skills needed
at the next level. This helps us to
guide our instruction so that they
have a good foundation to build
on the next year. This guides our
differentiation of what to have the
higher students move onto and
guides us on what to focus on
with struggling students.”
“Another thing we do is to try
and provide a positive and successful atmosphere along with
having high expectations. We
expect all of the students to perform at their best level. All of the
students are expected to achieve
skill, but some may be at a different mastery level. This is where
Title I, Learning Support and the
differentiation comes into play.
Each student is given the same
tasks, just in a way that fits their
learning style and ability. This allows each student to have a positive attitude towards learning. As
long as students are seeing and
making progress, they are on the
right track and will keep working to meet our high expectations.
K-3 all conduct tutoring sessions
in the mornings utilizing AmeriCorps, Title I, classroom aides
and the classroom teacher.”
“Parent involvement is very
valuable to us. I send home internet links, reading packets, and
math pages to help students with

The 2016-2017 Bell Township students included (front row, l/r): Cameron Peace, Krista Reitz, Isaiah Herndon, Logan Moore, Lucas Mennitti, Leo Storms, Riley Miller, Isabella Bartlebaugh, and Katelyn Schopperth
(back row, l/r): Aaliyah Rowe, Kiah Greenawalt, Cam Rodgers, Breydon Trithart, Collin Eberhart, Emma Burkett, Ava Roken, Reagan Houk and Zach Stiver. Missing from photo are Adam Muth and Warren Miller.
skills they are struggling with. I
do not send a ton of “busy work”
homework. I speak with the parents and discuss the skills needed
and how to do simple tasks at
home to practice the skills in a fun
way. My sharing themes also promote parent-child interaction. The
themes most often center around
classroom skills.”
Miss Krista Lowry, kindergarten teacher, explained:
“We have a great working relationship with each other and do
what we can to help each other.
We have high expectations for all
of our students and we work as
a team to make sure that they all
reach these goals.Creating a positive atmosphere in the school, as
well as in our individual rooms,
is a key component for student
success.We understand what is
expected for our students to exceed in the next grade level and
do what we can to prepare them
before they move on.”
“Specifically, in kindergarten
I make sure that my students get
a solid foundation that is going to
help them succeed as they move
through the grades. If a student is
starting to fall behind, I make sure
to include them into my morning
tutoring routine. I believe that tutoring students in small groups is
a great way to catch them back up.
I have high expectations for all of
my students and expect them to
meet these goals by the end of the
year, even if they are getting there
in different ways.”
Mrs. Angela States, Title I
teacher, replied:

“As a Title I teacher, I work
with the students that show the
greatest amount of need in the
areas of language arts and math
during small-group time. My
language arts group review and
practice daily skills that they are
lacking. Such skills include solving words by using a variety of
strategies, learning about content
specific vocabulary, demonstrating the appropriate rate, phrasing,
and word stress when reading. In
addition, we work on text structures that help them to comprehend the information that they
are reading. Our lessons included
learning about and applying strategies for cause and effect, summarizing, sequencing, main idea,
and authors purpose.”
“During math class, I pushed
into the third-grade class and
worked with the students who
were struggling with the lesson for
the day. Often times I pulled them
and we did small group instruction on the same lesson. Working
individually or in a small group
keeps the kids focused on the task
at hand and allows them to ask
questions they might not ask in a
large group setting. It also allowed
me to see where they were making their mistakes so that I could
target that specific area.”
Mrs. Becky Peterson, Learning Support teacher, shared:
“I challenge my students to always read all the answer choices
and then answer the question. I
also expect them to follow a format when answering the openended question. We start in sec-

ond grade to teach them they need
to have a topic sentence, answer
the question, support their answer with details from the story,
and then wrap it up. My learning
support students follow this same
structure. Being consistent across
the board assists them on answering the open-ended questions on
the PSSA test. High expectations
help students to realize their potential. I reward them through
the year for good test scores and
they work very hard to earn the
rewards. This mindset then continues on the PSSA’s.”
Sam Waltman stated that “high
expectations are the key to everything.” That is certainly true in the
case of Bell Township. All teachers
at Bell have high expectations for
all students. Schoolwide programs
are in place (i.e.: daily morning tutoring) to ensure that all students
can attain those expectations. Additionally, motivational, educational (and fun!) activities for all K-3
students are the norm (i.e.: Reading is Fun Week) to keep students
focused, enthusiastic, and thirsty to
learn more/read more. As Dr. Seuss
said, “The more that you read, the
more things you will know. The
more that you learn, the more
places you’ll go.” With their 20162017 SPP score, our Bell Township
students are bound to go very, very
far. Congratulations again to everyone who had a hand in this score,
from the teachers, staff members,
AmeriCorps, parents, the PTO,
and especially the STUDENTS. I
am incredibly proud of each and
every one of you!!
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Mr. Snyder’s class shares their Monster pictures with big smiles after Skyping with Mrs. Pearson’s class.

Monstrously Fun Academics Enliven Middle School
(Continued from Page One)

ford, Central York, Punxsutawney,
and Wissahickon—immediately
showed interest and the project
ended up with eighteen classroom
parings. As a result, Mrs. Christine
Pearson, fifth grade teacher from
Crawford Central School District
in Meadville, PA, was paired with
Mrs. Sarah Peterson’s sixth grade
ELA class; Mrs. Maggie Milunic, a teacher from Wissahickon
School District near Philadelphia,
was partnered with Ms. Stonbraker’s sixth graders; and Mrs. Amy
Holt, also from Crawford Central
SD, was matched to Mr. Snyder’s
sixth grade class. What an exciting
distance learning opportunity!

The Monster Project required
each fifth and sixth grade student
in these classes to draw monsters
using only geometric shapes. They
were encouraged to be creative as
they designed their monsters and
named them. Next, each student
typed a paragraph carefully describing the monster with precise
detail. Students were challenged
to use names of shapes and descriptive words to make their writing visual, so that another student
reading it could easily picture the
monster and then attempt to draw
it. Gage Elliott, the creator of Cat
Meowzerz, explains, “The best
part of this project was writing the
story. I got to make it up myself.

I liked getting to choose what my
monster did and what he looked
like!” Quintin Laborde added, “It
was really, really fun drawing and
describing a monster that someone else could learn about and try
to draw!”
Blending math, writing and
technology, students in these
classrooms used the Internet to
search for geometric shapes to be
very precise as they typed their
descriptions on their laptops. According to Mrs. Peterson, “My
students had fun with this part of
the project. I challenged them to
use shapes and descriptions that
were more than just a ‘circle’ or
a ‘rectangle.’ Instead, I asked

Ms. Stonbraker’s students share with students from a suburb near Philadelphia.
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them to search for more complex
shapes like a ‘hexagon’ or a ‘trapezoid.’ They enjoyed finding and
using these words in their drawings and descriptions.”
After the students’ monsters
were drawn and the descriptions
typed, the groups exchanged the
typed descriptions using Google
Apps for Education. This tool
allowed each student to send the
file to his or her teacher electronically. The teacher, in turn, could
then send the files to the teacher
at the other school instantaneously. Once students received a piece
of writing from a student in their
partnered class, they attempted to
(Continued on Next Page)

Mrs. Peterson’s class is excited to share their pictures and meet their partners from Central Crawford SD.

Monstrously Fun Academics Enliven Middle School
(Continued from Previous Page)

recreate the geometric monster
using the description given. David Kunselman, a student in Ms.
Stonbraker’s class, thought this
was the best part of the whole
project. He describes his experience, “The part that was the most
fun, but also the hardest was
drawing from the description of
another person’s monster. It was
really fun to see if we could make
our picture look like what the other kids described it as.” Another
classmate, Emily Dobbins, had a
different opinion. “I thought the
most challenging part was writing for the other kids so that they
could draw my monster!”
The event culminated with a
Skype call to each classroom.
Mrs. Fedigan set this up so that

each class could use live video to
“call” their partner class. There
was much excitement in the room
as the students waited to meet the
other class. One-by-one, each student held his or her drawing to the
camera on the MacBook for the
original artist/writer to see how
closely they recreated the monster. The rest of the class could see
the student holding up the drawing from the other school on the
projector screen. As each student
greeted his or her distance partner,
Ms. Stonbraker was amazed at
how similar some of the drawings
were. She said, “Seeing them hold
up their drawings was really fun!
I couldn’t believe how close some
of the drawings were.” Mrs. Fedigan added, “We had a few laughs
as we shared drawings. Most kids

Mr. Snyder reviews the classmate’s partners from Central Crawford
SD before they begin the video call.

agreed that getting all the right details is hard!”
In wrapping up this project, Mr.
Snyder echoed all the teachers involved by saying, “We need to do
more of this type of work with
other schools and use technology
effectively. It is a big motivator for
students and they get so excited to
connect with them.” Ms. Stonbraker added, “My class really
enjoyed the chance to communicate with a school in an urban area
like Philadelphia. The students
from Wissahickon School District
wanted to also know more about
Punxsutawney Phil, so that now
leaves open the possibility of connecting with them again.”
Not only did this project integrate math, writing, creativity,
and technology, but it also helped
reinforce the characteristics of
writing clear descriptions and
specific directions. Students were

Mrs. Stonbraker and Anthony Gould
watch as Ciara Toven shares her
monster with her partner from Wissahickon School District.

so excited about working with
other students from other school
districts that they seemed to almost forget that they were learning. Perhaps Kolsee Perry sums
The Monster Project up best: “It
was a super fun experience. I had
fun learning! I hope we can do
things like this more!”

Students greet their partners from Mrs. Christine Pearson’s class by
seeing them on the white board.
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Teachers Explain Correlation Between
Speech and Language and Literacy
By Hope McCully, Sheri Acre,
Laurie Barrett, Kellie Santini
The Punxsutawney SpeechLanguage Therapists have
collaborated to share information
regarding communication and
literacy. Many people don’t
realize that “speech therapy”
doesn’t just refer to “speech
sounds.” People often aren’t
aware of the strong correlation
between speech, language, and
reading skills. Here you will
find vocabulary that you may
come across in meetings, reports,
and progress notes. There are
also home activities to support
carryover of skills learned in our
classrooms. You’ll also find apps
or websites that you can use at
home.
Vocabulary 101
Articulation – How you say
the sounds within the words. A
child with an articulation delay/
disorder has difficulty producing
one or more sounds.
Phonology – An internal
classification for sounds. When
a child has a phonological
problem, they have difficulty
with entire classes of sounds
(e.g. sounds made from the back
of the mouth or sounds made
with prolonged air-flow). Their
errors fall into patterns called
“phonological processes.” A child
with a phonological disorder
is generally more difficult to
understand than a child with an
articulation disorder.
Expressive language –
Basically, how you express
yourself to others. We tend
to think of “language” as
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the “words we use,” but this can
also include non-verbal means of
communication.
Receptive language – Quite
simply, this is the information
we “receive” from others. We
can determine how much a child
is “receiving” by how well they
can follow directions, answer
questions, etc…
Fluency – The rhythm and
flow of speech. A disruption
in that flow (dysfluency) is
commonly known as stuttering.
Pragmatics – The social
aspects of language. This deals
with those “hidden rules” that
just about everyone seems to
know – you respond when
someone greets you, you add
to conversation with comments
on the same (or similar) topic,
you don’t insult the person with
whom you are speaking. This is
another aspect of language that is
particularly difficult for students
on the Autism Spectrum and
other disabilities.
Voice – Normal voice is
voice that within a culture is
appropriate for gender, age,
and occasion without causing
damage /pain to vocal tissue. A
voice disorder is voice that is
objectionable to others, causes
damage to vocal tissue, and is
characterized by the abnormal
production and/or absences of
vocal quality, pitch, loudness,
resonance, and/or duration,
which is inappropriate for an
individual’s age and/or sex.
Reading Fluency encompasses the speed or
rate of reading, as well as the
ability to read materials with
expression and accuracy. It is
the ability to read connected text

rapidly, smoothly, effortlessly,
and automatically. Children are
successful with decoding when
the process used to identify
words is fast and nearly effortless
or automatic. Research shows
that re-readings have a strong
correlation with improved
fluency and automaticity.
Phonological Awareness the understanding of different
ways that oral language can be
divided into smaller components
and manipulated. Spoken
language can be broken down in
many different ways, including
sentences into words, words
into syllables, and syllables into
sounds.
Tablet Apps & Websites
Articulation & Phonology
Pocket SLP -$4.99
Articulation Station - free
Expressive language
Let’s Name Things – free
Clicky Sticky Series - $1.99
Receptive language
Speech with Milo series – free $2.99
Fluency
Fluency Tracker - $8.99
Pragmatics
ABA Flash cards - free
Voice
Voice Meter - $0.99
Talking Animals Series – free
Reading Fluency &
Phonological Awareness
www.readingrockets.org
www.ldonline.org
www.abcya.com
www.starfall.com
www.readwritethink.com
www.speakaboos.com
Home-Based Activities
Baking – to work on
following directions and
sequencing, talking about the
steps in order to
complete the recipe.
It’s also great for
building vocabulary by

having your child name the
ingredients in the recipe, and a
great way to work on verbs (i.e.,
mixing, stirring, pouring, etc...)
Simon Says – to work on
listening, following directions,
and labeling body parts
Shopping lists for food and/
or gifts – to work on memory
skills, vocabulary, categorizing,
and practicing your child’s
articulation sounds.
Look at family albums – to
work on memory skills, naming
and labeling (have your child
name family members and
places in the photos). It is also
great for practicing your child’s
articulation sounds (especially if
a family member’s name contains
the sound that your child is
targeting in therapy)
Call loved ones during the
holidays – to work on story retell
skills (have your child discuss an
event from their day to another
family member). It’s also good
for practicing easy speech if your
child has fluency difficulties.
Phonological Awareness –
Play sound games anywhere!!
Make silly rhymes, find items in
the grocery store with the same
beginning or ending sound, say a
word slowly and have your child
repeat it quickly; then do the
opposite.
Fluency – Have your child
read a familiar fairy tale. For
each character, use a different
voice. This makes for a fun
family activity when everyone
becomes a character. Put on a
play!!

Punxsutawney Area High School Local Scholarships
Applications are available at www.punxsy.k12.pa.us
or in the PAHS Guidance Office
beginning March 1.

least 85%, must be accepted into a program
of higher education and show involvement or
service to the community.

TRUST: This award is for PAHS graduates who
will attend the Punxsutawney campus of IUP.  
Post graduates may apply.

Applications are due back to the
PAHS Guidance Office by March 31.

BRUDNOCK MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP:
Must be a PAHS graduating senior, be accepted in an accredited program for teaching
or nursing.

(IUP) MCQUOWN MEMORIAL SHOLARSHIP:
This award is given to all PAHS graduates during the college freshman year of attendance
at the Punxsutawney campus of IUP.   Post
graduates may apply.

This gives a general listing of each scholarship.
More information is available on each
scholarship application.
Guidance Office: 938-5151 ext. 1543
Scholarship Application Tips
• Check criteria.  Apply only for scholarships
you are eligible for.
• Answer every question – Incomplete applications will not be considered.
• Turn in applications on time – local scholarships are due by March 31st.
• Neatness counts.
• Provide all requested additional materials.
• STAPLE all pages together – no paper clips
• When you request a reference from a teacher or community member, provide plenty of
time for them to complete it, and provide them
with a stamped envelope that is addressed to
the appropriate recipient.
To access local scholarship applications
online:
• Go to www.punxsy.k12.pa.us
• On the high school page, click on guidance,
then college information, then scholarships.
• Each scholarship has a short description.  At
the end of the description, click where it says
“click here to download”.  Complete the application online, print it, staple all pages together,
and submit it to the guidance office.
Paper applications will also be available in
the guidance office.
All applications are due by March 31st
Boles Foundation Loans
Boles Foundation Loans:  this is a loan, not a
scholarship.  It must be repaid.  
Following your initial loan, you may request
an additional loan from the foundation for a
total of four loans.
The amount of the loan will be determined
annually, depending on available funds.
Following completion of school, you will begin repayment of this loan in monthly installments until the loan has been paid back.  Even
if you don’t graduate, you must repay this or
any other school loan.
ALLISON, JOHN R.: Applicant must be enrolled in post-high school educational institution and show financial need.
BARLETTA, THOMAS SCHOLARSHIP: To
qualify, you must meet 4 of the 5 following
criteria: GPA of 90% or higher for 4 years of
high school, class standing in top 2 fifths,
high school/community activities or service,
year round employment while in high school
or college, graduating senior of PAHS. Post
graduates may apply
BEDELL, MICHAEL MEMORIAL: PAHS graduating senior attending St. Francis University.
BODENHORN, BRANDY (DOBSON) MEMIORAL SCHOLARSHIP: PAHS graduating
senior who is accepted in an accredited college or nursing school, must display leadership, active in school or community activities,
minimum GPA of 85. Preference will be given
to students enrolled in a health care related
field. Post graduates may apply.
BOLES FOUNDATION LOAN: Interest-free
loans may be granted to PAHS graduates.
Loans are limited by the amount of money
available. The average amount of the loans is
about $500. Applications may be obtained at
the high school guidance office. Post graduates may apply.
BOWSER, ERIK JOHN MEMORIAL: PAHS
graduating senior who is accepted in an
accredited post-secondary program, demonstrates financial need, and demonstrates
strength of character. One (1) male and one
(1) female will be selected as recipients.
BRIDGE, PRISCILLA MEMORIAL: For current seniors at PAHS, Applicant must have
attended Bell Twp. Elementary School for at
least 1 full year, have a cumulative GPA of at

BRUSH, JAMES MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP:
For PAHS graduating seniors with a minimum of 87% average, financial need (middle
income preference), community service involvement, and planning to attend a 2 or 4
year program.
BURKETT, CHEYANNE R. MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP: Two $1,000 scholarships
will be awarded to a PAHS graduating senior.
One will be awarded to a senior pursing the
medical field and one from other areas. Personal statement and other documents also
required.    
CDMG SCHOLARSHIP: Criteria for this scholarship include membership and letter winner
of the basketball program, outstanding moral
character, acceptable academic achievement,
and a graduating senior of PAHS who is enrolled in an institute of higher education.   It
also requires a letter of recommendation from
current basketball coach and a teacher, and a
list of your community involvement.
DAVIS, GRACE SCHOLARSHIP: Awards several students who are PAHS graduating seniors with high academic achievement and
strong character who will attend a college or
nursing program.
DEFELICE, JOSEPH C. SR. SCHOLARSHIP
FUND: Must be a PAHS graduating senior
with a GPA of 80% or better. Student must be
enrolled in a two year or four year college and
show financial need. Mid income level must
be such that you will not qualify for state or
federal government student aid.
DINGER, MAX E. AND MAUDE M. SCHOLARSHIP FUND: Varied number of awards to
PAHS graduates pursuing four year, two year,
and nursing school programs. Financial need,
academic achievement, and character will
also be considered. Post graduates may apply.
F. O. EAGLES SCHOLARSHIP: This scholarship is offered to two PAHS graduating seniors. They must be accepted at an institution of post high school education. Student
must write a 500 word essay about themselves and what the scholarship would mean
to them and their goals, what the F. O. Eagles
stands for and what the organization does for
the community.
HALLMAN, POLLY SCHOLARSHIP: For PAHS
graduating seniors planning to attend a four
year college, who have an 85% minimum
grade point average, and have displayed
leadership qualities.   Community service is
strongly considered.
HART, JACK SCHOLARSHIP FUND: PAHS
graduating seniors who have played football
at least two years and received a letter may
apply.
HETRICK MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP: For
PAHS graduating senior accepted at an institution of post high school education. Student must show financial need, academic
achievement, involvement in community and
school activities. Student must attach an essay on why you have chosen this major.
HORNACK, ROBERT MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP: For PAHS graduating seniors who have
been involved in sports, have maintained a
minimum 85% GPA, and will attend a two (2)
or four (4) year post secondary program.
IRVIN, MARY ANN SCHOLARSHIP: A local
scholarship available to PAHS graduates. The
grant is based on financial need. Post graduates may apply.
ITALIAN SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF AMERICA SCHOLARSHIP: For PAHS graduating
seniors who will attend a two (2) or four (4)
year post secondary program, demonstrate
strength of character and financial need.
(IUP) PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA COLLEGE

JENKS, JOHN W.: PAHS graduates who will
attend college, have been involved in school
and community activities, have achieved
academically, and show financial need may
apply. Students may reapply with a college
transcript for up to four years. Post graduates
may apply.
KIWANIS CLUB OF PUNXSUTAWNEY
SCHOLARSHIP: This scholarship will be offered to a deserving senior that demonstrates
financial need and has established excellence
in grades, leadership and community service.
MANKOVICH, KARA MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND: Two $400 awards to PAHS
graduating seniors who are pursuing a medical related field of study requiring no less than
two years of study.
MARION CENTER NATIONAL BANK: PAHS
graduating senior who is accepted in a two
(2) or four (4) year program with math, computer or business related major. Attendance
and behavior are strongly considered.
McGINNIS, WYONETTA SCHOLARSHIP: This
award is for a PAHS graduating senior who has
a diagnosed learning disability or is pursuing
a career in special education.
MENEELY, CLYDE R. SCHOLARSHIP: The
recipient of this scholarship exhibits some of
the qualities that Mr. Meneely himself possessed: including character, achievement,
civic pride, cooperation, dependability, and
helpfulness. This scholarship is awarded to a
PAHS graduating senior. The recipient of this
award is chosen by faculty. There is no application form.
OSIKOWICZ, LESLIE E: Current Senior at
DuBois or Punxsutawney High School. Accepted at any branch of Penn State University.
Academic achievement of B average or better
and show involvement or service to community. Preference given, but not limited to, business majors.
PARISE, ANTHONY J. JR. MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP: PAHS graduating senior who
has two years involvement in sports, involvement in school and community activities, a
90% or higher GPA, and is in the top 5th of
their class.
PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (PAEA) SCHOLARSHIP: A scholarship is awarded to a PAHS graduating senior
who plans to major in education. Selection is
made based on financial need and a written
paragraph explaining why the applicant has
chosen to enter the teaching profession. The
amount of the scholarship is $2,000 ($500 per
year).
PUNXSUTAWNEY AREA MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP: A $1,000 scholarship ($250 per year) is available for a graduating senior planning to enter “full-time”
Christian ministry or service.
PUNXSUTAWNEY ARTS ASSOCIATION
SCHOLARSHIP: Requires a letter of acceptance from the college you will be attending,
a summary about yourself and your art, and
photographs of three pieces of art work that
best represent your ability.
PUNXSUTAWNEY EAGLE RIDERS SCHOLARSHIP: For graduating seniors accepted into a
credited college, university or trade school.
Must have a high school GPA of at least 2.5
PUNXSY/ROTARY CLUB - FAIRMAN SCHOLARSHIP: The recipient of this scholarship is
chosen from PAHS graduating seniors. A GPA
of 90% or higher and three letters of recommendation are also required.
PUNXSUTAWNEY SPORTSMEN CLUB: For
PAHS seniors accepted to post high school
educational institution who have maintained

a 90% cumulative GPA and are involved in
community and school activities.
PUNXSUTAWNEY WRESTLING CLUB: For
PAHS graduating seniors involved in the wrestling program. Team spirit, leadership, dedication, and years of involvement are strongly
considered.
PUNXSUTAWNEY YOUTH COMMISSION:
For college bound PAHS graduating seniors
who demonstrate school and community involvement. Financial need will also be considered.
RODGERS, KATHERINE & MARY MEMORIAL:
Graduates of PAHS who will attend college,
have been involved in school and community activities, have achieved academically,
and show financial need may apply. Students
may reapply with a college transcript up to
four years. Post graduates may apply.
SCHAFFER, KAYLA SCHOLARSHIP: For
students enrolled in a program in a medical
related field, minimum GPA of 87% required
and a 250 word essay on career choice. Post
graduates may apply.

SMITH HAULING TECHNICAL SCHOLARSHIP: Must be a PAHS graduating senior
accepted at a trade or technical school with
a minimum GPA of 2.7. Student must show
financial need (mid income level).   Income
must be such that you will not qualify for state
or federal government student aid.
SNYDER, PAUL A. TRADE SCHOOL MEMORIAL FUND: Must be a PAHS graduating
senior entering a trade or technical school
(most 2 year programs) with grades at least
80% or better. Must show financial need (mid
income level).  Income must be such that you
will not qualify for state or federal government student aid.
STAHL, MOLLIE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP:
For graduating seniors who have participated
in at least one Punxsutawney Theater Arts
Guild production as either a performer, instrumentalist, stage crew member, or member of
the production staff. Must be accepted at a
college.
STEWART, KENNETH MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP: Must be a PAHS graduating senior
pursuing a criminology degree, have 85% average, and show financial need.
SYKESVILLE LIONS CLUB SCHOLARSHIP:
This scholarship is for students from the Punxsutawney, DuBois, and Jeff Tech area schools
who are current seniors and accepted at a
post high school college or other accredited
program. Applicants must demonstrate high
academic achievement, strength of character,
and financial need.
SYMMCO SCHOLARSHIP: Criteria include
academic achievement, financial need, geographic priority to Sykesville/contiguous area,
and field of study in any field but priority goes
to powered metal engineering field.
TRUANCE, CARL A. ATHLETIC EXCELLENCE
SCHOLARSHIP: Qualified candidates consist
of well rounded graduating seniors who excelled in the classroom, have shown a thankful spirit by serving the community through
various projects that reflect love and caring,
and achieved a level of accomplishment and
recognition in the high school’s sports programs and plan to pursue a four year degree
program from an accredited college of his or
her choice.
UNCLE GUY ASTORINO MEMORIAL: Applicants for this scholarship must be current
seniors who will be attending a college, university or trade school and can show proof
of a parent or grandparent who is a Walston
Club member.
WILLIAMS, KENNETH D. MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FUND: One award to
a PAHS graduating senior pursuing a major in
the field of education.
ZETTLE, THOMAS LANIGAN MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP: For graduating seniors enrolling in a two (2) or four (4) year vocational
school/college.   Show financial need – mid
income level such that you will not qualify for
state or federal aid.

PASD Digest, Winter 2018 - 11

Foreign
Language
Club Visits
the Big Apple
By Isabel Hackenberry, Senior
On December 1, 40 students
from the Foreign Language Club
traveled their way to New York
City for their first field trip of the
year, accompanied by the chaperones and adult leaders, Mr.
Andrew Tygert, Mrs. Lisa McMeekin, and Mr. and Mrs. Carrie
Garritano. They went to a variety
of museums, districts, and monuments within two days of the overnight trip. New York is known for
being the most populated city in
the United States with 8.5 million
residents. New York City is also
known for its linguistic diversity
having over 700 different spoken
languages.
The bus departed from PAHS
around 7:30 am and arrived in
New York City around 2:30 pm.
The first stop was the Metropolitan Museum of Art where the students saw a restored pyramid from
Egypt, a visual of Michelangelo’s
Sistine Chapel masterpiece, armor
and weapons from the medieval
days, and much more. They then
headed to take a walk in Central
Park which would lead them to reboard the bus back to the Spanish
Harlem where they ate at ‘Casa
Del Mofongo.’ “It was a nice atmosphere and the food was differ-

Like thousands of other tourists, visitors from Punxsutawney posed for a group picture in front of the majestic Chrismas tree in Rockefeller Center in New York City.

ent,” said Matthew Wehrle.
After visiting the Spanish Harlem of New York City, they headed
through the busy streets of downtown New York City. They had the
chance to get pictures near Radio
City Music hall, the Rockefeller
Christmas tree, and the light show
on the side of the Saks building.
They all then walked over to the
part of New York City that never
sleeps, which is Times Square.
The students were allowed to

shop around for almost an hour,
whether it was the Disney store,
M&M store, American Eagle, you
name it. After a long day, it was
time to go to the hotel and get a
good night’s sleep for the next
busy day planned.
The second day, the visitors
rushed to the New Jersey side
ferry to reach Ellis Island so they
could see the Statue of Liberty
and the city of New York. Ellis
Island became known as the big-

This spectacular view was part of the eye-catching light display on the side of the Saks building in New York City
when the Foreign Language Club from PAHS visited the Big Apple.
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gest immigration port in the late
1800’s to the early 1900’s. The
students had the opportunity to
explore the museum on Ellis Island as they learned about how
it operated as well as standing in
the same footsteps as those immigrants who may have been one of
their ancestors.
After exploring Ellis Island,
they boarded the ferry once again
and ended up in the richest part of
New York City, Manhattan. They
passed by the Stock Market, the
Federal Reserve which holds 300
trillion gold bars, the 9/11 memorial, and the ‘Oculus,’ an underground shopping mall and transportation hub that is in the shape
of a boy’s hand letting a dove free.
After the students all ate lunch and
stopped at Starbucks, of course,
they were headed to their final
stop in New York City and that
was China Town. The students
walked up and down the streets of
China Town finding whatever odd
thing that they could find whether
it was a live baby turtle, foreign
candy, or strange toys.
After an educational, two days
of fun, the Foreign Language Club
headed back to Punxsutawney. “It
was a beautiful city but it smelled
gross,” stated Madison McBee.
All in all, the group returned home
with many vivid impressions of
the unique cultural experiences
that make New York City colorful
and exciting.

