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Let’s set the pace
GO ROADRUNNERS!

Dear Camino Grove Families and Staff,
The 2012-2013 school year is off to a great start. It takes many hands and hard
work to launch a new school year. Teachers and staff were busy preparing
classrooms and the campus for the opening of school. Many parent volunteers
have been seen around campus helping in the work room, classrooms, and
helping with traffic. I want to assure you that we as a staff are committed to
providing an environment that helps your child grow academically, socially,
and emotionally. We want your child to have every opportunity to succeed.
However, we as a staff can not accomplish this alone. Your relationship and
partnership with the school is vital to the success of your child. I would
encourage you to take time to communicate with your child’s teacher. If there
are questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact your teacher. This
will help to clear up any misunderstandings and allow the school and home to
work with mutual purpose, support, and direction of your student.
As you know construction has been limited here at Camino Grove. I hope that
many of you were able to attend the Town hall meeting we had September 12,
2012. There is good news however related to construction in and around the
district. The Performing Arts Center will officially open in October. There will
be several events during the month of October to celebrate this event. I have
included an excerpt from the Arcadia Weekly detailing the events.
Arcadia Weekly –
Following the beginning of what is sure to be another phenomenal academic school year for
Arcadia, comes news that the doors to the spectacular Arcadia Unified School District’s new
Performing Arts Center will officially open on Saturday October 27, 2012 with “An Evening
With Anka” (theperformingartscenter.ausd.net). The concert will begin at 8:00pm.
Opening events will begin the week prior to “An Evening With Anka” with AUSD students
performing in select talent showcases Thursday October 18, 2012 through Saturday October
20, 2012. The student performances are open for the entire community to enjoy.

Camino Grove students will be performing on Saturday October 20, 2012 at
2:30 p.m.
Again, this year promises to be an exceptional school year. It is a privilege to be
a part of your child’s educational experience.
Sincerely,
Danae Popovich
Principal
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Calendar of Events


Sept 10 – PTA Meeting, 6:15 pm, Rm 4



Sept 25 – MINIMUM DAY



Sept 27 – McTeacher Night, 5-8 pm



Sept 28 – Vision Screening



October – Direct Donation Drive



Oct 2 – Picture Day



Oct 8 – PTA Meeting, 9:00 am, TBD



Oct 11 – PTA Reflections deadline



Oct 12 – NO SCHOOL



Oct 22-26 – MINIMUM DAYS for
Student Led Conferences



Oct 25 – Trunk or Treat



Oct 22-25 – Book Fair



Oct 29 – Nov 2 – Red Ribbon Week

Message from our PTA President, Jen Aston

Dear Camino Grove Parents and Families,

PTA Board Members 2012-2013

Welcome to a new school year! I hope you enjoyed time with
your family and loved ones over the summer. A new school
year always comes with mixed emotions. I hope you and your
little ones are settling in nicely.
The PTA has had an eventful beginning to the school year. We
have had many volunteers working together to welcome new
Kindergarten families and returning families. The PTA hosted
a fantastic Kindergarten Ice Cream Social. I think all the
Kinders and their siblings had a great time. It was a super
way for our new families to connect. The PTA has also been
working hard on our Membership Drive. We are over 50%
there and continue to encourage all families to join.
On Thursday, September 27, we will be having a McTeacher
Night at the McDonalds on Mayflower. You and your families
will have a chance to dine at McDonalds while being served by
the Camino Grove Faculty. This is a fun and fantastic
fundraiser for our school. Don’t miss it!
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PTA MEETINGS – 2012

September 10 – 6:15 pm Rm 4
October 8 – 9:00 am MPR
November 5 – 6:15 pm TBD

Please join us for our next PTA meeting on Monday, October
8, at 9 am. Officer Ashby will be doing a short presentation
for our parents in anticipation of Red Ribbon Week. Red
Ribbon Week is a chance to educate our children on age
appropriate awareness of alcohol, tobacco and other drug and
violence prevention. This should be a very informative
meeting.
I hope you all have a great beginning to the school year.
Please feel free to approach me or contact me if you have any
comments, suggestions, questions, or just want to introduce
yourself.
Sincerely,
Jen Aston jenaston@me.com
Camino Grove PTA President
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PTA News
Mc Teacher Night

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH
Every month PTA honors one of our many volunteers.
He/she receives an AMC gift card and a special parking
space to use during the month.

Thursday, September 27, 2012
5:00 pm – 8:00 pm

For the month of September 2012
PTA is happy to honor

McDonald’s McDiner
480 W. Huntington Drive, Monrovia

Christine Maritato

The Camino Grove teachers and principal
will be ready to take your order at
McDonald’s!
20% of the evenings proceeds go to
Camino Grove! No flyer needed.
As a bonus, you will receive a coupon for
a free cookie on your next visit.

Hope to see you there!
As a new PTA Board member, Christine has already gone
above and beyond. She started planning and working on
her Executive Vice President role last May. Christine has
helped document all the returned volunteer forms, worked
during the summer on flyers, and created the “Stay
Connected” Wednesday email update to participating
parents. She has been instrumental in the membership
drive, a huge helping hand for all Back to School and
Kindergarten functions, and she also has been working
th
closely with Ann Olsen on the planning of the 5 grade
activities.

Trunk or Treat is coming on
October 25!
Trunk or Treat is just like trick-or-treating
except instead of going house to house,
the kids go from car trunk to trunk in the
Camino Grove parking lot.

Christine is a wonderful mother, volunteer, community
member and now good friend.
Thanks Christine for all that you do!

PTA Membership Drive
Thank you to everyone who has already joined
the PTA!
A special congratulations to Mrs. Fortier’s class
& Mr. Lopez’s class for reaching 100%
participation!
It’s not too late to join! Please consider
becoming a member and help Camino Grove!
Camino Grove Elementary School

If you would be interested in decorating
your trunk and passing out candy and
treats to the kids of Camino Grove,
please contact Regina Shay at
reegeeshay@yahoo.com. Thank you!

September 2012

Page 3 of 7

PTA News
Kindergarten Ice Cream Social
On Thursday, August 30, Camino Grove PTA hosted their first ever
Kindergarten Ice Cream Social. The unexpected thunderstorms threatened to put
a damper on the event, but skies cleared (and power was restored) right as the
event started – nothing can keep eager kids from yummy ice cream. With Mrs.
Pasqua, Mrs. Daniels, Mrs. Simons, Mrs. Popovich and several Camino Grove
parents scooping ice cream, the new kindergarteners and their families got to
meet and mingle with other new students and parents. The event allowed new
families to Camino Grove to meet, ask questions and take some of the scariness
out of starting a new school. New friendships were formed. Let’s welcome the
newest roadrunners to the halls of Camino Grove!

Thursday, October 11, 2012
Debbie Wong at 626-358-9265
Be a part of this opportunity to share your talent in
the arts. All entrants receive a participation award.
Entry forms, rules & regulations can be found at the
Camino Grove Office or
www.capta.org/sections/programs/reflections.cfm.

Camino Grove Elementary School
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PTA News
Volunteer Hours Log
Thank you to all who have already volunteered in different ways to help the school. This
year, the PTA would like to log your volunteer hours on a monthly basis.
If you have volunteered at school or at home, please let Daniel Chan (PTA Historian)
know the approximate number of minutes you spent on each activity.
Some examples of activities that you can report:
- Attended a PTA meeting.
- Bought supplies for your child's classroom as acting room representative.
- Helped with Back to School Night.
- Volunteered for the Book Fair.
- Volunteered for Picture Day.
- Helped direct traffic at the car line.
- Helped make copies in the Work Room.
- Helped in the classroom.
- Prepared materials for teachers – cutting paper, laminating, sorting, etc.
These are just a few of the many ways you may have participated. You may email Daniel Chan at
dzchan@gmail.com for a copy of the volunteer hours form or you can see the form below and
email him the information at the end of each month.
Please feel free to submit a form for July and August if you volunteered during these months. If
you have any questions, please feel free to contact Daniel. Thank you!

Camino Grove Elementary School
Volunteer Hours for ____Jane Doe_____ for the month of __August___, 20_12__
Activity
Traffic control

Camino Grove Elementary School

Description
Helped guide the traffic in car line

September 2012

Hours or minutes
75 minutes
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PTA News

We will
also be
open during
Trunk or
Treat on
October 25.

Join us for the
upcoming

bOOOOk
FAIR
Oct. 22nd-Oct 25th
Noon – 3:30 pm

Location: Multi-purpose Room
Camino Grove PTA
OCTOBER

Calendar of Events

Direct Donation Drive
SEPTEMBER

2 (Tuesday) - Picture Day

10 (Monday) - PTA Meeting, 6:15pm

8 (Monday) - PTA Meeting , 9:00am,

14 (Friday) - Membership Drive ends

MPR

25 (Tuesday) – Minimum Day

11 (Thursday) - Reflections Deadline

27 (Thursday) – McTeacher Night at

12 (Friday) – Staff Development Day

McDonalds from 5:00 – 8:00 pm

(No school for students)

28 (Friday) - Vision Screening

22-25 - Book Fair
25 (Thursday) – Trunk or Treat
22-26 - Minimum Days for Student Led
Conferences
29 through November 2nd - Red Ribbon
Week

Camino Grove Elementary School
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School News
Town Hall Meeting on Construction
Construction is scheduled to begin again on October 1, 2012, and end in
about 6 months. Plans for the schedule of events should be determined
soon. Updates are available on the home page of the AUSD website.
September’s SCRIP Promotion
You can purchase SCRIP in the office
Monday – Friday, 7:30 am – 4:00 pm.
For every $50.00 you spend your student
will receive a front-of-the-line lunch pass!
This promotion will run from 8/29/12 to
9/28/12. If you shop at Pavilions or
Ralph’s, simply bring in your receipts
(dated during this time frame showing your
community partners or qualifying escrip
purchases).
Buying SCRIP helps Camino Grove and
costs you nothing extra!

Cover to Cover
In-N-Out Burger is back with their annual
Fall reading program at the Arcadia Public
Library. Children ages four to twelve can
join In-N-Out’s “Cover to Cover Club” at
the Arcadia Public Library. For every five
books read, children can earn a certificate
good for an In-N-Out hamburger or
cheeseburger, up to three certificates
maximum.
Sign up at the Jerry Broadwell Children’s
Information Desk at the Arcadia Public
Library beginning Saturday, October 6.
The last day to report is Saturday,
November 17. Please call (626) 821-5566
for more information.

Traffic Volunteers
Camino Grove is looking for parents to serve at the car line during morning drop off.
If you can open a car door and cheerfully greet a student,
then you are qualified to help as a traffic volunteer.
Volunteers are needed from 8:00 – 8:20 am.
You can pick which day/s work for your schedule.
Please contact the office at 821-8353 if you are interested. Thanks!
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