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S T AT E B O U N D G O L F
Te a m s S et R e c o r d s
W h i l e M a k i n g H i st o r y

The girls and boys varsity golf teams display their district championship plaques at Tanglewood golf course, March 23-24. Both teams went on to qualify after winning the region championships at Canton’s Van Zandt Country Club on April 13-14. Pictured left to
right: Head boys coach, Brady Bell, sophomore Molly Sheridan, junior Tommy Parker, senior Mackenzie Miles, senior Lance Roden, junior Alex Isakson, junior Marissa Roden, senior Matt Garnett, sophomore Will Gilster, junior Will Blake, junior Troy Jones, senior
Leyton King, sophomore Parker Love, senior Jessie Sheridan, sophomore Chad Book, freshman Luke Thompson, freshman Brett Couch, sophomore Zach Gant, freshman Campbell Cody, freshman Chase Book, head girls coach, Sammye Townsend, and sophomore Hannah Adkins. Photo by Caleb Miles/The Talon News

Troy Jones
Reporter

Fear is what comes to
mind when other teams face
off against Argyle in any
sport, particulary golf. And
though this has not always
been the case in the world of
Argyle golf, this is the first
year that both the boys’ and
girls’ golf teams will compete
in the state tournament on
April 27-28.
The girls’ team advanced
to state with a 1 stroke victory
over Carrollton Ranchview,
making school history. The
first, second, and third place
teams advanced on to Austin.
Longview Spring Hill finished
1st with a two day total of 735,
Melissa finished 2nd with
a two day total of 780, and
Argyle finished 3rd with a two
day total of 789, beating out
Ranchview by one. In addition, Marisa Roden place 7th
overall in the regional tour-

nament, while Leyton King
finished in the top ten.
This is the first time the
girls’ team will join the boys’
team at the state tournament,
and each player is excited to
do so.
“I’m really excitied to be
joining my brother at state
this year,” junior Marisa
Roden said. “This is the first
year we are going to state and
I’m happy to be a part of the
team.”

The girls wrapped up the
regional tournament with
their best team score of 789
for two days.

“It’s a huge accomplishment for the girls’ golf program,” senior Leyton King
said. “Going to state proves
our hard work and dedication during practice, as well
as executing it during tournaments.”
In addition to the girls’
team, the Argyle boys’ Black
and Red teams played in the
regional golf tournament
on April 13-14 at Van Zandt
Country Club in Canton, TX.
After two rounds of golf the
Argyle Black team broke a
school team scoring record
shooting a 4 over par team
score of 292, which they had
previously set on March 28
at the district tournament at
Tanglewood in Pottsborro, TX
with a score of 294.
Argyle’s biggest competition at the region tournament,
Pleasant Grove high school,
was trailing by 8 strokes after
the first round of play. The

Argyle Red team shot a first
day total of 346, led by junior
Troy Jones shooting his year
low score of 80, eight over par.
The Red team came in
on day two shooting their
year low score of 329, led by
junior Will Blake shooting his
season low score of 77, five
over par. The Argyle Black
team finished day two with a
score of 291, a combined team
score of 3 over par, and won
the regional tournament for
the third year in a row over
Pleasant Grove by 18 strokes.
The Black team completed the
tournament with a combined
two day score of 583, placing
1st, and the Red team finished
with a score of 675, placing
7th out of 16 teams.
Compared to the district
tournament, the Black team
felt that overall they played
the regional torunament better and had a greater group
effort.

“I thought we played
a lot better at regionals,”
sophomore Parker Love said.
“Conditions were better at
regionals and it was easier to
score. I didn’t play as well the
second day, but overall it was
a great group victory.”
For the fourth year in a
row, the Argyle Black team
is headed to the state tournament. Not only does this
achievement mean a lot to the
program, going to state again
is a big personal boost as well.

“It means a lot to me personally,” junior Alex Isakson
said. “This is our fourth year
to state, meaning that our program has been very successful,
but we have yet to win state.
With that being said, I think
this is the best five players so
far, and this is the year we will
win it.”
The boys have dominated
both the district and regional
tournament for the past four
years, but the team has set
goals to execute at the state
tournament.
“A goal the team has
talked about since regionals is
breaking our new team score
record of 291,” senior Lance
Roden said. “We would like
to go into Austin and shoot in
the 280’s. and we believe that
we can achieve that milestone.
If we manage to do that there
is no team at Austin that can
compete with us.”

Boys varsity team includes from top to bottom: Lance Roden, Matt Garnett, Alex Isakson, Tommy Parker, and Parker Love all set team history as they record the lowest team scores in history, breaking their record again on the second day of the tournament at Van
Zandt Country Club on April 13-14 in Canton, Texas. Photos by Stacy Short/The Talon News | Girls team includes Marisa Roden top right and Mackenzie Miles, Molly Sheridan, Hannah Adkins, and Leyton King. This year is the first time the girls’ team has advanced
beyond the region tournment, making school history as they earn a spot at the state championship tournament on April 27-28 at Onion Creek Golf Course in Austin, Texas. Photos by Caleb Miles/The Talon News.
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Turner Falls in Oklahoma
is an exciting place to let your
inner hiker free. About an hour
up I-35, this mountainous
area is filled with many things
to discover. Upon walking in,
there are old historic castles
made from stone. There is a
river flowing throughout the
park with beautiful waterfalls
here and there. The water keeps
cool year-round, and has spots

Turner Falls Canyon offers swimming, hiking, and camping in a beautiful settting located just
the other side of the Texas boarder in Oklahoma. (Steffi Gibson/The Talon News)

M i a m i ’s C r o w n J e w e l O f f e r s S u m m e r Fu n

A lot of things probably
come to mind when thinking of
Miami, it’s expansive criminal
record among the frontrunners. But the beautiful, rolling
stretch of Florida coastline
that is South Beach supersedes

all negative expectations one
might have of the city. One
wouldn’t expect a Miami beach
to be so pristinely beautiful, yet
it is filled with fine white sand
and water that rivals the clarity
of world famous beaches, such

as those in the Bahamas and
the U.S. Virgin Islands. Aside
from the usual water activities,
one thing the city of Miami
uniquely offers are bike rentals.
Tourists and locals alike have
the opportunity to rent bicycles

and cruise along the miles of
open beach, a purely blissful
and breathtaking experience.
South Beach is a must-see destination and the perfect summer getaway.

Wa l e R e l e a s e s S e i n f e l d - I n s p i r e d
‘ T h e A l b u m A b o u t N o t h i n g’

Wale’s newly released Seinfeld inspired album cover. (Photo
courtesy of the Maybach Records official website.)

D.C. rapper
Wale has recently
come out with his
latest Seinfeldenthused album,
‘The Album About
Nothing’. This is
a spinoff from his
first mixtape, titled
The Mixtape About
Nothing, which was
the flame that fueled the take off of
his career.

‘The Album
About Nothing’ is
one of Wale’s most
personal and best
works yet. Many of
the 14 tracks in this
project include clips
of skits from Wale’s
favorite childhood
show, Seinfeld,
which is often
called “the show
about nothing”.
Not only does it

contain the feature
of Jerry Seinfeld
himself, it also has
features from other
well-known R&B
artists, such as SZA,
J. Cole, Usher, and
Jeremih. Producers
at Maybach Music
Group flawlessly
produced the album
as a whole. It ranges
from typical radio
love songs, to trance

3AM club music. It
is notable that this
album really brings
Wale’s sound back
to his roots, and
takes away from his
trap rap phase that
he had gotten into
since signing with
MMG. This album
is out of the ordinary for Wale, and
deserves a listen.

VSCO Camera App Is Must-have
For Summer Photography

Adviser
Stacy Short
Superintendent
Dr. Telena Wright

carved out for swimming and
diving. There are tons of hidden caves and trails to hike
through. The park provides
cabin rentals for camping over
night, and also has sites to set
up tents. There is a small fee
to get into the park of $12 per
person. Overall, Turner Falls is
a great temporary getaway for a
spontaneous urge to adventure
outdoors.

If you’re in
the market for the
perfect app to add
a finishing touch
to your summer
photos, look no
further. VSCO Cam
is painfully easy to
use, and has a great
selection of effects

and filters. Nothing about the app is
overdone, ensuring
that your photography always turns
out excellent. The
filters are elegant
and very diverse,
giving the user lots
of options with no

guess-work. VSCO
Cam is free on the
App Store today, an
absolute steal considering the quality
it produces on even
the most amateur of
photographs.
Pictured here: Atlantic Avenue in Delray, Florida. VSCO Cam offers several filters and lighting
adjustments to make your photos pop. (Chad Lyle/The Talon News)

Pool Paddleboarding Proves Unconventional
www.thetalonnews.com

Paddleboarding is a fun activity no matter where experienced. (Julie Lyle/The Talon News)

If you’ve ever
been to the beach,
you’ve likely seen a
paddleboard. A larger
version of a surfboard
with only a single
fin: paddleboards are
operated while standing up, using a single
oar to guide yourself

through the water.
Paddleboarding is
immensely fun, yet
difficult to do when
access to an ocean, or
even a lake, is hard
to come by. But if
you happen to have a
swimming pool, you
may have found one

more option. While
it may seem unconventional, paddleboarding within your
backyard pool is an
excellent (and very
unique) way to spend
hot summer days.

Reviews and Photos by Chad Lyle and Steffi Gibson
@thetalonnews
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Hands-Free Ordinance Will Be Detrimental to Drivers
Mark Pfohl
News Editor

The city of Austin recently
passed an ordinance forbidding the use of handheld electronics while operating a motor vehicle. This ordinance was
passed the fall of last year and
took effect on New Years day
of 2015. The goal of this law is
to reduce driver distractionrelated accidents and improve
overall road safety. The law still
allows hands-free devices to
be used while operating motor
vehicles.
However, politicians didn’t
weigh in on the benefits of
device usage while behind
the wheel. Electronics can be
used to both improve the drive
and allow drivers the ability
to contact people during an
emergency. Drivers cannot
take advantage of these benefits without purchasing a new
vehicle or new technology.

The hands-free ordinance
is detrimental to drivers unable to afford new vehicles
and technology, and will not
effectively prevent enough
accidents to make the enforcement beneficial.
During an emergency, being able to legally make phone
calls is very important. Notifying law enforcement, medical
care, and family members
while behind the wheel is
totally excusable during a time
of emergency. However, none
of these things can currently
be done without a hands-free
capable vehicle. Due to the fact
that most driving Americans
don’t own such vehicles, this
ordinance disables their ability
to make calls while driving.
Regardless of opinion, it can’t
always wait.
It is a fact that using
electronics while driving can
impair the driver’s response
time. Nevertheless, it cannot be

taken upon law enforcement to
prevent drivers from this behavior. Due to tinted windows
and the speed of vehicles, it is
nearly impossible for traffic
enforcers to notice this law
infraction. The deterrent of
punishment for this behavior
is thereby removed due to the
inability of police to enforce
the law. It would be much
more practical to remove the
ordinance and allow drivers
to make their own informed
decisions on how they conduct
themselves while in operation
of their vehicles.
This ordinance is both
restricting to many Austin
citizens who abide by the law,
and unenforceable to those
who choose not to. Those who
own vehicles without blue
tooth capabilities are left without access to electronics while
behind the wheel. Not allowing
those citizens to benefit from
their devices is not worth the

Many driving citizens are unaware of the consequences of device use while behind the wheel. (Christopher Piel/The Talon News)

few who will be reprimanded
for doing so. These ordinances

must not be expanded to other
cities until the majority of cars

are capable of using hands-free
technology.

Hands-Free Laws Will Make Road Safer for Drivers
Christopher Piel
Reporter

Austin, TX passed a bill
involving hands-free driving on Jan. 1, 2015. With this
law, hand-held cell phones,

Using technology, such as a cell phone,
when driving can result in serious injuries. (Christopher Piel/The Talon News)

laptops, music players, and
other technological use is
completely illegal while driving a car. Penalties can be up
to $500 in fines. If properly
enforced, this law will be incredibly beneficial to the city
of Austin, and many other
cities who choose to make
similar laws.
The positives of this law
greatly outnumber the negatives, as many distractions
are caused by hand-held cell
phone use. Distractions like
texting while driving, which

has become a serious issue in
the United States, can cause
accidents that lead to death.
According to the CDC, 3,328
people were killed in 2012
and 421,00 were injured due
to distracted driving. The
consequences of a few distracted drivers can affect the
lives of many on the road. If
the protection of the people
is to be priority number one,
laws like this are needed in
cities across the nation. A
simple yet strongly enforced
law like this one can save

hundreds of lives every year
by eliminating distractions.
Harsh penalties are the only
way to start making roads
much safer.
Bluetooth and other
hands-free devices are allowed under this law, which
allows for necessary phone
calls in the car. As long as
the driver is hands-free,
there are many ways to carry
out everyday cell phone use
in the car. Drivers can use
voice control and many
other features that electronic

devices and even some cars
are equipped with to perform imperative tasks while
driving. The law doesn’t stop
people from doing everything
they need to; it just makes
them stay focused to keep the
roads safe.
In the case of any emergency situation, the new
law still permits the driver
to make calls to emergency
services in order to report
crimes or accidents. This law
will not impede citizens from
carrying out their daily lives

or cause them to be helpless in emergency situations.
Hands-free driving is just
a way to keep drivers more
focused and ensure public
safety.
The hands-free driving
law in Austin is an important step towards making the
roads a truly safe place. Too
many distractions can cause
people to lose their lives. The
safety of the people is the
only thing that really matters, which is why this law is
necessary for places all across
the state and the nation.

Students Clarify, Reflect on Ice Day Attendence, Closing School
Matt Garnett
Editor-in-Chief

Last month’s editorials
regarding the early dismissal
day on March 6 (by Matt
Garnett and Christopher Piel)
had some information that
requires clarification, specifically regarding the way that
the district makes the decision
to close school for inclement
weather.
Superintendent Dr. Telena
Wright responded to the
editorials by explaining how
she and other district officials
make the decision on whether
or not to close school.
Dr Wright, as well as
about 15 other superintendents in North Texas, work

together to make the decision
on whether or not, and when
to close school.
“We have these ‘collaborative conference calls’
with the National Weather
Service (NWS), and on these
calls with the NWS we get the
opportunity to hear what the
NWS is predicting,” Wright
said. “Then, after we hear all
that from the NWS, we get
an opportunity to make a
decision about what we think
collectively—everybody in the
area—on what we should do.”
Making the call on whether or not to cancel school can
be a tricky decision.
“If we don’t know what we
should [about road conditions
and weather], and because we

don’t have enough certainty
about the weather,” Wright
said, “then we make the decision to go out and drive the
roads the next day.”
Because of what the NWS
was predicting, and their
comment that ‘it looks likes
this is going to be a gametime
decision’ Wright said they
would wait to make the decision until that morning when
they would “drive the roads.”
Each of the drivers usually has
a designated area they review
to make the decision.
“We were going to drive
in the morning,” she said.
“So, Mr. Hash, the director of
maintenance and transportation, [drove] 377; Mr. Rutledge, the assistant director of

transportation, [drove] 1830,
and I [drove] 1171 by Tour 18.
When we drove those routes
early—like 4:15 early—things
were good.”
Another point that
needs clarification is regarding counting that Friday as
a day [for actual attendance]
and not having to make it up
because students attended
school until 10:00 a.m.
“You have to build two
weather days into your school
calendar,” Dr. Wright said.
“But once you use those two
weather days, you’re able
to ask the Texas Education
Agency for a weather day
waiver for day three, day four,
whatever.”
Although the early

Snow falls in Argyle during late Feb., 2015, and students reflect on procedures for
letting out school during inclement weather. (Annabel Thorpe/The Talon News)

dismissal day was officially
counted as a day in session,
Dr. Wright says that the district would have easily been
able to get a waiver had school
not been held, and she wants

the community to know that
the district does its best to
“make informed decisions”,
especially when it has to do
with the safety of its students.
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Test Anxiety Affects AP Students
Jocelyn Pierce
Reporter

Advanced Placement
(AP) is a program created by
College Board that offers a
more challenging college-level
curriculum to high school
students, as well as a test that
can be taken at the end of the
year to obtain college credit.
AP classes are year-round
and provide an extra ten percent to a student’s grade point
average (GPA) and help better
prepare students for college
level studies.
However, with the anxiety
surrounding AP classes, students use a variety of methods
to keep calm and get through
the stressful test taking.
“For me it manifests in
a whole bunch of reading,”
senior Emily Volk said. “It
also manifests in a lot of hairpulling and chewing.”

Many students feel anxiety while test taking, especially on the Adavanced Placement tests.. (Jocelyn Pierce/The Talon News)

AP classes are optional
when choosing class schedules
and require certain scores,

which vary by college, in order to receive college credit.
With most students al-

ready considering college applications, it is imperative they
perform well during testing.

“I chew gum and study to
overcome my nervousness,”
junior Olivia Gray said.
At the beginning of the
year, students take a mock
AP test to get a feel for the
questions. The tests are scored
from a 1-5 scale, 1 being the
worst score and 5 being the
best. Depending on their
score, students can get up to
from 3-12 hours of college
credit per test.
“To relieve some of the
anxiety,” AP English Literature and Composition teacher
Mrs. Short said, “it’s good to
get the practice books, review
them, and really pay attention
in class.”
Some students have their
own ways of sitting back, relaxing, and thinking through
a year’s worth of education.
“Just take a moment to
breathe and get away from the

stress,” junior Jessica Fischer
said.
According to several AP
teachers, not as many students
are taking the test as in past
years, so not as much stress
is given about the test. Many
students have decided anxiety can inhibit their testing
performance.
“I do review the basic
knowledge of the subject
before the test,” senior Hugh
Devine said, “and everything
I will recall since it’s mostly
memorization.”
Teachers understand the
stress and anxiety some teenagers deal with, and try their
best to help students overcome the stressful times.
“Most teachers also offer
tutorials and reviews,” Short
said. “Students should go
because there is always something new to learn.”

Shoot for the Stars Event Raises Awareness of Heart Dieases
Troy Jones
Reporter

An annual event called
Shoot for the Stars, hosted by
the community of Argyle in
memory of Alex Betzhold, a
7th grader who passed away
in his sleep due to a heart
malfunction, will be held on
May 9 at the high school. The
event consists of a 3-on-3
basketball tournament where
students pick a team of three
people to participate in Alex’s
favorite sport. In addition, a
freethrow contest is held, as
well as other various activities
in his memory.
All of the activities in

Shoot for the Stars ultimately
remind community members about Alex and other
people who have had the
tragic experience of losing a
loved one, plus the awareness
of underlying heart disease.
“Shoot for the Stars is
all about getting the entire
Argyle community together
and celebrate togetherness,
as well as having fun,” sister
Claire Betzhold said. “It was
started as a way to remember
Alex, but has evolved into a
day filled with many activities,
and more organizations are
beginning to join each year.”
Shoot for the Stars has
many goals to reach each

year. Part of the program’s
job is to raise money for the
Alex Betzhold memorial
fund, a fund that gives one
scholarship to the senior who
exemplifies the characteristics of Alex like academics,
athletics, and volunteer work.
The fund also donates to
other organizations like Eagles
Helping Eaglets and Living for
Zachary.
“The major goal of Shoot
for the Stars is to bring recognition to the fact that life is
short and for us to celebrate
its gift,” coordinator Pam Arrington said. “Also, to bring
awareness to underlying heart
conditions and to raise funds

for the Alex Betzhold memorial fund.”
Students and families
are excited to return each
year and participate in the
event. Many families also
take the opportunity to have
their hearts screened for free
through the foundation Living
for Zachary.
“People return each
year for the wide variety of
activities that Shoot for the
Stars offers,” Claire Betzhold
said. “From local singers to
a basketball tournament,
everybody has their favorite
activity and has a good time
participating.”
Every community mem-

ber that attends has his or
her own personal way of
contributing to the cause.
“Obviously, everyone
loves to play basketball in
the tournament, which is the
main way students contribute,” sophomore Parker Love
said. “Shoot for the Stars is
not the only way people are
keeping Alex in their hearts
around school, kids are wearing t-shirts, bracelets, and
other accessories that help us
think of the friend we have
lost.”
The Betzhold family especially is active during Shoot
for the Stars, and could not
be more grateful for what the

Argyle community has done
for them year after year.
“This year’s event should
be bigger and a lot more
fun,” mother Mary Betzhold
said. “We have the basketball
tournament, the color run,
and many more activities
following the day of fun. Putting all of that aside, it truly
blesses our family that the
community comes together in
this way to show their support
and love. It warms my heart
to see that all of this good will
come out of the event since
the tragic loss of Alex.”

Students Looking Forward to their Summer Plans
Josh Block
Reporter

With the school year
coming to an end, it is time to
start thinking about plans for
the summer months. Whether
it is staying at home or going
to the beach, most students
already have a plan of what
they are going to do during
the summer.
“My favorite thing to do
during the summer is go up
to Canada to visit some old
friends that used to live in
Texas,” sophomore Ryan Platt
said. “We would always get to
go on their yacht and travel
around the ocean.”
Sometimes a student’s
favorite thing to do is not the
most extravagant adventure. It
may be as simple as just staying at home or going to visit
family.
“Going to Wisconsin is
my favorite thing to do during the summer,” sophomore
Jesse Lyng said. “I like to go
up there and visit with all my
family members that I haven’t
seen in awhile.”
Before any travels can
happen though, there usually
has to be some coordination
within the family. This may

involve sitting around the
living room and throwing out
ideas.
“Usually my parents will
talk about what we may be
doing first,” Platt says. “They
will take into consideration
what we’ve done before and
whether we’ve liked it or not.
After that, they’ll ask me and
my brother if we want it to
be just the family or with
other people. Once we decide,
they’ll usually plan it from
there.”
Even after a family decides what they want to do
for vacation, plans can still
change at the last minute, so it
is always good to formulate a
plan B.
“My family always has a
backup for any vacation that
we take in the summer,” sophomore Chandler Montgomery
said. “If we aren’t able to take
a big vacation, we’ll just go to
Arkansas and spend some
time on the lake.”
Some people like to start
thinking about their summer
plans before the family gets
together to decide them.
“I like to start thinking about my summer plans
relatively earlier,” sophomore
Mallory Bays said. “I want

Some people like to relax on vaction, soak up the sun, or lounge on some sun
chairs, while others prefer a more active summer. (Josh Block/The Talon News)

As the summer months roll around, students begin planning out their summer endeavors, whether it be out of the country or staying at home. (Josh Block/The Talon News)

to make the most out of my
summer, and the best way to
do that is to think ahead on
your summer plans.”
When a plan is made, students can start counting down
the days until their vacation.
“Hopefully, I can go to
Greece for my sister’s senior
summer trip,” sophomore
Caleigh Ramsey said, “and
this will be the first time that
we get to experience Europe
as a family.”
With some planning their
vacations as a family, sophomore Erin Eubanks plans on
spending her summer on a
vacation abroad by herself.
“I’m going to travel to
Spain with a foreign exchange
student program,” Eubanks
said. “I have class for 2 hours a
day that’s basically an interactive spanish class. Then, we
get to walk around Barcelona
and take excursions to Madrid.”
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Promposals
“I got my dads
van and I wrote
“Free candy if you
got to prom with
me” on the side to
act like a creeper.
She liked the whole
creepy thing. It
took me about 3
weeks to think of/
plan it, but she said
yes!”—Logan Dial

“One day I told Kelsey Davis to come
over, and when she got there, she told me
and my mom there was a creepy guy in a
van parked outside. My mom was really
freaked out and so was I. So, my mom
and I walked outside and there was a guy
in a van driving by. I read the side of the
van and just bent over laughing! Logan
then got out, and he had a mustache
on and looked like a creep; it was really
funny, and I was laughing for the rest of
the day.”—Allyson Book

Most Memorable Moment
“The best part about prom was everyone going crazy and
crowd surfing.”—Zach Zembraski

“Staying out until four o’clock in the morning eating
junk food at a friends house was great to just experience with my friends.”—Vanessa Zielinski

“The best part was getting dressed up
and taking pictures.”—Hayley little

Drama
Stressful

Fun

Memorable

Exciting

Worth It

Unforgettable

what is

Expensive

Work

PROM
Prom is a momentous night that upper class men get to enjoy and
bond together before the seniors leave for college. - Kenzi Cvar

Prom King and Queen
“Being nominated as prom queen was so shocking. It was weird, exciting and
humbling. The fact that I got to do it with my best friend since fourth grade was
the best part. We got to share this memory that will stick with us forever. It was
an amazing way to end my senior year.”—Vanessa Zielinski

“My favorite part of prom was winning prom king. It’s something you see in
the movies and you think ‘oh, that’s awesome, too bad it’ll never happen’, and then
it did! Being named King with Vanessa was the best thing I could have asked for.
I couldn’t think of a better way to end our senior year together as we go our separate ways next year. I was extremely thrilled and humbled to have been picked.”—
Evan Welsh

Upperclassman Advice
“Make sure you check to see if all the reservations are right.”—Kelsey Davis
“Make sure your party bus shows up.”—Zach Zembraski
“Don’t spend over $1000 because it’s only 4 hours. Oh, and don’t get an airbrush tan.”—Heather Lindemann
“Don’t end up at Whataburger after the dance because there aren’t any afterparties there.”—Lucas Shigley
“Go with a friend and make sure it’s someone you will have fun and enjoy the
night with.”—Shane McKinney
“Don’t get so stressed out about prom because it’s basically homecoming, just
with long dresses.”—Hayley little

Micki Hirschhorn | Reporter

Annabel Thorpe | Managing Editor (The Talon News/ Erin Eubanks and Christopher Piel)
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New Season Brings New Challenges For Junior Ace
Brayden Ratcliff
Reporter
A new field. A new
coach. A pre-season injury. Situations that could
have negatively impacted
the varsity softball player only strengthened junior Kate Weaver and her
team.
Weaver has been on
the varsity softball team
since her freshman year, a
feat she has earned from
many years of practice
and dedication.
“Softball has been a
huge part of my life for
almost 12 years,” Weaver
said. “My dad played college baseball and wanted
me to try it, so I did and
ended up sticking with
it. I started playing TBall when I was five in an
Argyle Youth Recreation
League. In 6th grade, I

started select softball, and
once I got to high school,
I played fall and spring
ball with the varsity
team.”
This season, the
team went through difficult circumstances
that forced them to have
to adjust their strategy
for spring softball.
“This season started
off a little rough,” Weaver
said. “A couple weeks
into the season, our
pitcher got hurt for over
a month, so our players were put in different spots to make up for
it. Now that she’s back,
we’re getting back in step
and we’re improving as a
team more and more, so
there’s a good chance we
could make it to playoffs
this year.”
The softball team has
also welcomed head coach

Kevin Cook to lead the
team this year.
“We got a new coach
this season,” Weaver said,
“and it has been so good
for our program. Coach
Cook is an incredible
coach and has helped us
improve so much.”
An important quality
of softball to Weaver are
her teammates.
“What I enjoy most
about softball is the
whole team aspect,”
Weaver said. “I’ve gotten so close to a lot of
people and met a lot
of new people through
softball. It’s been such a
blessing to my life. I love
being part of a team and
having the other girls’
backs and knowing they
have mine.”
Weaver has gained
many insights out of playing ball over her career.

“On the field, I’ve
learned so much just
since freshman year,”
Weaver said. “I know

the game more thoroughly, and I’ve learned
to be more confident
in my abilities. Off the

field, I’ve learned how to
work together with girls
to be the best team we
can be.”

Kate Weaver slams at a pitch during a varsity softball game to the roars of attendees. (Caleb Miles / The Talon News)

Track Star Shines as Season Dims
Matt Davenport

Senior Writing Editor

When considering
all the great sports that
the high school has dominated in, events such as
football, basketball, and
baseball immediately come
to mind. However, the Argyle track team has been a
steady regional threat year
in and year out. One mainstay on the team is senior
Annamarie Woolums, who
has run track all four years
of high school in the 1,600
and 3,200 meter races.
Woolums, who was
home schooled until 9th
grade, started running when
she was young, but did not
find her love for the sport
until she came to Argyle.
“When I was homeschooled, I did summer
track, and it was not enjoyable,” Woolums said. “I
never did track again until
high school when I thought
it looked fun because my
brothers did it.”
Running track is in the
family, as Woolums’ older
brothers, Blake and Ben,
were both state qualifiers.
Woolums’ younger broth-

ers also run during
summer track.
“My brothers
were really successful,” Woolums
said, “so I thought,
if they can, then I
can.”
One of
Woolums’ primary
high school dreams
was achieved when
she made state in
the 3,200 last year.
“Actually
standing on the
state track, and realizing that I made
it to my dream,”
Woolums said,
“that’s one of my
favorite memories Senior Annamarie Woolums competes in the district
3200 meter race. (Annabel Thorpe / The Talon News)
from track.”
In addition to
While she runs the
creating a healthier lifestyle, events individually,
track and cross country has
Woolums enjoys the “track
also taught Woolums several runner community”.
life lessons she will carry
“We’re always cheering
with her for the rest of her
each other on,” Woolums
life.
said. “That’s a thing that all
“Track has taught me
runners have: if you see a
a lot about self-discipline,”
runner, you cheer them on
Woolums said. “It helps you because you know how hard
become a better person beit is. It’s a really great comcause you have to work hard munity to join.”
and deny yourself certain
things.”

Senior Annamarie Woolums competes in the district 3200 meter race. (Annabel Thorpe / The Talon News)

Baseball: Sport or Way of Life?
Brayden Ratcliff
Reporter
Baseball provides an
exciting experience to
both players and spectators. To one player, however,
it is more than just a game;
baseball is a lifestyle.
Senior outfielder Hunter
Markwardt, a varsity athlete since sophomore year,
has played baseball his entire

life. Playing outfielder for two
years, Markwardt has been
a continuous leader and an
important contributor to the
success of the team.
“I started baseball when
I was about five,” Markwardt
said. “I knew I wanted to play
in middle school whenever I
had to choose between baseball and soccer.”
Markwardt’s success was
not a given. The senior has

dedicated himself to becoming better at the game since
baseball requires a lot of
practice every day of the week
he said.
“I enjoy how hard it is,
and how much practice it
takes to get really good at it,”
Markwardt said. “It is a yearround sport, so whether it’s
in the middle of the summer
or the middle of the winter,
the more repetition, then the

Hunter Markwardt jogs in the run during an Argyle varsity baseball game. (Chris Piel / The Talon News)

better you get at it.”
As the team advances
through district, Markwardt
believes his team has improved since early in the
season.
“The season is going really good,” Markwardt said. “We
started off slow
during our tournaments, but we are
starting to pick up
at the right time going into district.”
According to
Markwardt, the
team’s chemistry has helped
contribute to
their success.
“I like how
close each one of
the players are
to one another,”
he said. “No one
has a dislike for
anyone on the
team, and that’s
really important.”
While playing baseball,
Markwardt, who
will be attending
Abilene Chris-

tian University in the fall
to continue his baseball
career, said he has learned
many lessons that he
won’t forget.
“It has taught me to
respect who we are play-

ing,” Markwardt said. “We
could be playing the worst
team in the district or the
best. Either way, you have
to come to the game ready
to play or you’re going to
get beat.”
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New Neighborhoods, More Students Coming to AISD
Avery Austin
Reporter

Argyle and surrounding towns have
been adding new
neighborhoods to the
Argyle school district.
These new neighborhoods will have
a huge impact on the
community. The
new neighborhoods
include The Oaks,
Harvest, and Canyon
Falls.
These neighborhoods will increase
the population of
Argyle and surrounding areas. The influx
of new families has
prompted some of the
new home construction.
“It appears they
will bring some rapid
growth to our district,” mother Julie

Sheridan said. “It will
be interesting to see
how quickly we make
a possible jump to
class 5A.”
With more students in the school
district, the school
will have to change up
the amount of classes
they offer.
“There will be
more options and
opportunities for
students,” Coldwell
Banker realtor Marjorie Hill said.
One concern
with the population
growth in Argyle is
that it may increase
the traffic on highway
377.
“Traffic will make
more students late to
school,” sophomore
Reeves Moseley said,
“because it’s a small
town and most of the

residents will be on
the road in the morning.”
The amount of
new houses coming
up will impact new
students, but not very
fast.
“Even though
it seems the growth
will be rapid,” Sheridan said, “I think the
impact will be very
gradual and build
slowly over the next
2-3 years.”
Brian Lillis
recently moved to Argyle with his wife and
two sons. He moved
his family from Denton ISD because he
liked the small feel of
the town. He moved
into the new neighborhood by the high
school, The Oaks. He
and his family moved
here because he liked

the community’s
school spirit and
smaller schools.
“Even though our
district will grow, it
is still smaller than
most surrounding
districts,” Lillis said.
“I am very pleased
with Argyle.”
Parents continue
to find positives as
the school continues
to grow, but they
have minor concerns
with the way the
school can handle the
growth.
“I think overall
it is a very positive
thing for the school
district,” Sheridan
said. “My main
concern would be
making sure we are
capable of handling
the growth, without
hindering the education of our students.” New houses are under construction in The Oaks, one of Argyle’s many new neighborhoods. (Caleb Miles / The Talon News)
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