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How Do We Know That They Know?
Assessment, in its many proven forms, has to be an essential part of the learning process. It answers
an important question we use in our Professional Learning Communities (PLC): How do we know
what students know? A balanced assessment system is one of the few outcomes identified in the
Snowline District's Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP) because it is clear that high quality
assessments, from minute-by-minute formative assessments to end-of-the-year summative
assessments, (see diagram to the right) provide many informal and formal opportunities for students to
demonstrate their understanding, determine areas for growth, and transfer learning to new situations.

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Formative assessment happens all the time during instruction. It is usually so seamless, that it may be
hard to recognize. Formative assessment may be as simple as using hand signals,such as a finger
scale(showing 0-5 fingers to represent an answer to a question), thumbs up, down, or sideways, and
several others. Other formative assessment tools include: observation, questioning, discussion, think-pairshare, and individual whiteboards. Finally, exit tickets, presentations, and graphic organizers are
additional ways for teachers to check for understanding.
STUDENT
CELEBRATIONS

Many teachers use a variety of tools to keep students
engaged in learning and to check for understanding.
Here, 5th grade teacher Joana Aldana Johnson from
Vista Verde Elementary School, is using a free cell
phone application called "Plickers". She projects a
question pertaining to something the students have read
or studied. The students hold up their laminated answer
cards and with a quick scan, the data instantly appears
on the board. Silent celebrations and reteaching occur
immediately, and additional detailed reports can be
accessed on her computer.
EXPOSURE TO
COMPUTERS & TOOLS

Kids love it! One
student in Joana's class
says,"It's really fun! This
helps us to see what we
did wrong so we can do
better next time!"
Another student says, "I
like to show that I knew
the answer and help my
friends to learn."

Several other digital formative assessment tools used
by teachers include Kahoot, Padlet, and Pear Deck.
Deborah Peace, 7th grade teacher at Pinon Mesa, is
using Pear Deck with her students to present slide
shows along with questions to check for understanding
during instruction. "These assessments allow students
to choose an answer, write an open-ended response,
drag a dot, or draw a picture." She gets instant data,
and she and her students discuss the results.

INSTANT DATA

INTERIM ASSESSMENTS
Sara Raygor, Assistant Principal of Vista Verde Elementary, stated, "The process for
administering the interim assessments was very smooth. The interims are very
important. They help scholars and teachers know what the scholars understand at the
midpoint of the year so the teachers can plan instruction based on the data in addition
to helping the scholars set goals for the end of the year. Teachers are using their PLC
time to collaborate and lesson plan based on the data to move scholars towards
mastery of the California State Standards."

SUMMATIVE
ASSESSMENTS

After two years of piloting different
CAASPP interim assessments at various
schools in the district, January saw the
administration of three interim assessment
blocks across the district in grades 3-8 and
11: Read Informational Text, Read Literary
Text, and Listen/Interpret. It was an
excellent opportunity for students and
teachers to stay current with the online
testing format and procedures. Most
importantly, teachers receive valuable data
about their students that informs their
teaching. Here, Dave Winward is working
with the 6th grade ELA PLC at Pinon Mesa
Middle School to show them how to access
and analyze their data.

Did You Know?
The 3rd grade PLC at Pinon Hills Elementary loved
the interims and the data they provided. Jane Chase
stated, "These interim data are driving our
instruction. By looking at what the students did well
on and where they need additional teaching, we
have made adjustments to our instruction, and we
are already seeing positive results!" The other
teachers agree by saying, "The user friendly data is
really valuable." They also feel strongly that
students appreciate the feedback in addition to
having practice with using the tools on the test. The
interims take a lot of the pressure off the students by
preparing them for the end of the year tests.

According to the National Education
Association, ideas about formal
assessment of student achievement
(what we know as end of the year
testing) began as early as 1838.
Starting in April, Snowline students in
grades 3-8 and 11 will take the
Smarter Balance end of year
assessments.
Practice and training tests are
available to preview at
www.caaspp.org.

