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Mission
Statement
Armstrong School District
in partnership with our
families and communities
will graduate educationally
prepared, productive, morally
responsible students.

“Working Together for Academic Excellence”

Superintendent’s Message
The communities of the Armstrong School District were proud to see another
class of seniors graduate this past June prepared and excited to step forward
into the the adult world. This concluded a successful
year of education and participation in school events that
enabled our graduates to have a tremendous number of
opportunities made uniquely available to them as they
contemplated their future plans. These opportunities
included millions of dollars of scholarship money for
college, additional technical training, and placement and
acceptance into their chosen field of study or our armed
services. Our school community can be proud of the high
standard achieved by these students as they make their
mark on the future.
The district continues to look long-term into the future,
as well. After considerable planning, engineering and
design work, ground has been broken at the location of
the new junior-senior high school at Buffington Drive in
Manor Township and site work is proceeding according
to schedule. As students begin their return to school
for 2013-2014, the initial work on the foundation and
utilities will be occurring in preparation for the erection
of the steel superstructure. The building complex will
be constructed within a seven phase schedule and our
expectation is for the building to be completed by the
beginning of the summer of 2015. At that time, the district
will finalize the secondary school consolidation plan,
maximize its savings with a reduced number of buildings
and move forward with new educational opportunities for
our students.
We continue to thank the members of our community
and parents for their support of our school system as we
progress with a new vision for the children of our region.
			
			Sincerely,
			

Dr. Stan J. Chapp
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Learning The ABC’s of LETRS
ASD Introduces Research-Based Literacy Training for Teachers
During the 2012 – 2013
school year, 93 Armstrong
School District educators
participated in 18 hours
of Language Essentials
for Teachers of Reading
and Spelling (LETRS)
training on district inservice days. Teachers
were primarily K-4 staff,
Title I reading specialists,
and special education
teachers. During the
workshops, teachers
reviewed current research
related to effective
Title I Reading Specialist Tara Yeterian
instruction in the areas
works with first-grader Noah Ralston at
of reading, spelling, and
West Hills Primary School.
language. Teachers
discussed the relationships between the key components of reading
instruction – phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and
comprehension and specific intervention lessons that can be used to
assist students who experience difficulties when learning to read.
“The LETRS training focused on the important role of teacher feedback
in the learning process. In the training, teachers discussed effective
ways to analyze student reading assessment data and plan for
instruction,” says Dr. Cheryl Soloski, Armstrong School District K-8
Curriculum Coordinator.
Dr. Soloski says that the district uses DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators
of Early Literacy Skills) to collect and monitor data relating to each
child’s reading skills. Using a Response to Instruction and Intervention
(RtII) framework, teachers frequently analyze both DIBELS and
classroom-based assessment data to make decisions about the types
of interventions required to move each student forward in reading.
The Harcourt Reading Program currently being used in ASD’s K-6
classrooms concentrates on the five essential elements of reading
instruction: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary,
and comprehension. Dr. Soloski says that LETRS training helps to
promote proper sequencing of instruction in these areas to eliminate
gaps that can lead to deficiencies.
“The training also helps teachers diagnose reading, writing, and
spelling errors and thoughtfully prescribe a series of lessons to reteach or reinforce literary skills,” she adds.

At West Hills Primary School, Title I Reading specialist Tara Yeterian says
LETRS training has helped her to broaden her knowledge base, enhance
her teaching skill-sets, and maximize the effectiveness of the myriad of
research-based reading programs and resources already available within
the district.
“The great thing about LETRS is that it is not a program in itself, instead it
is professional training that helps teachers gain a deeper understanding
of the English language and how to teach it to young learners,” says Ms.
Yeterian.
“LETRS helps me better utilize the programs that I have already been
using, and focus in on each child’s specific needs. It gives teachers a
strong foundation on how to effectively analyze the data, which, in turn,
enables us to diagnose
and correct reading
Armstrong County
difficulties through
Head Start
targeted interventions.”
Ms. Yeterian, who
utilizes the phonics
component of LETRS
heavily because she
works primarily with first
grade students, points
out that the training
is very consistent
with ASD’s formative
assessment practices.
“As teachers, we know
that students learn at
different rates, but you
also need to look at their
assessments and know
what’s wrong in order
to help them. LETRS
helps us identify the
earliest deficit skill.”
LETRS training was
provided to Armstrong
School District teachers
during fall 2012
in-service days by
workshop facilitators
from ARIN IU and
PATTAN.

The Armstrong County CAA Head Start program
is now recruiting children and families for the fall
program. Several options are available, including
the center based option that provides a preschool
experience Tuesdays – Fridays for 4 hours per day.
In addition, a full day/full year option (in partnership
with two child care programs in Ford City) is
available to serve 10 children in need of those
services. Also, a Pre-K Counts program is located
in Ford City.
Head Start is a comprehensive child development
program that serves low-income children and their
families. Ninety percent of the children enrolled
meet federal poverty guidelines; 10 percent
are mandated special needs; and a 10 percent
allowance is provided for over-income families. The
program thus provides disadvantaged children a
preschool experience they would not otherwise be
able to afford – an opportunity for equal education.
In Armstrong County, Head Start is the only
preschool program to mainstream children with
disabilities. Individual Program Plans are written by
Head Start staff for all children, and special services
are provided in order for the children to participate to
the best of their ability and potential.
Applications for preschool children ages 3-5 may be
obtained by calling Head Start at (724) 548-3414 or
1-800-405-6252.
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Measuring Educator Effectiveness
New Model Used to Improve Instruction at ASD
What are the qualities of teaching most tightly tied to student learning?
In the Armstrong School District, administrators are learning the
answer to this question through “Measuring Educator Effectiveness.”

elementary classrooms to deliver instruction and appropriate support
and accommodations for students with Individualized Education
Plans (IEPs).

Under Act 82, the State of Pennsylvania has mandated changes to
teacher and principal evaluations. The goal of the project is to develop
effectiveness models that will reform the way school professionals
are evaluated, while identifying critical components of teacher training
and professional growth. The centerpiece of the evaluation model is
the Charlotte Danielson’s Framework for Teaching, which revolves
around four domains:

Armstrong School District is partnering with Keystone Educational
Consultants to provide professional development for elementary
teachers. The move toward co-teaching will not require additional
staffing. Federal law (IDEA) requires the IEP team to consider a
continuum of options for creating least restrictive environments for
special needs students. “We’re focused on getting students the most
direct instruction possible, whether that is through a pull-out model or
inclusion in a regular classroom environment,” explains Dr. Matthew
Pawk, Coordinator of Special Education and Psychological Services.

• Planning & Preparation – including selecting standards-based
lesson goals and designing effective instruction and assessment;
• Classroom Environment – including establishing a culture for
learning and appropriate classroom management techniques
that maximize instructional time;
• Instruction – including the use of research-based strategies which
engage students in meaningful learning and utilize assessment
results to make decisions about student needs;
• Professional Responsibilities – including using systems for
managing student data and communicating with student families.

“We’ve always used Danielson’s four domains in the Armstrong
School District, so the framework was in place already,” explains
Dr. Shauna Braun-Zukowski, Coordinator of Curriculum,
Instruction, Assessment & Accountability in the Armstrong
School District. According to Dr. Braun-Zukowski, the state has
developed a rubric with very specific guidelines for all components
of the Danielson Framework.

Dr. Pawk says that research suggests that special needs students
benefit from peer-assisted learning in the regular education
environment. “It is a huge motivational factor for many students to
be part of the big group, to be in a regular education classroom.”
He adds that the self-assessment component of the co-teaching
model integrates seamlessly into the established formative
assessment practices of the district. “I think that’s one of our
strengths, because the monitoring process is critical to IEPs,” he
says.

Walkthroughs that coincide with the four domains are conducted
by building principals and other administrators to provide teachers
with feedback on their performance. Next year, modules will
be used in relation to the walkthroughs for online professional
development for teachers in all four of Danielson’s domains.
ASD administrators have received training in the program starting
with a March 19th session taught by PASCD representatives Dr.
Linda Hoover and Dr. Cathleen Cubelic. Other training sessions
took place in April and May.
Co-Teaching in Elementary Schools
Armstrong School District plans to expand its inclusive co-teaching
support model to elementary classrooms next year. Under the
new model, general and special education teachers will team up in

Armstrong School District administrators take part in “Measuring
Educator Effectiveness” training at West Hills Intermediate School.
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The Class of 2013
A Look at Some of ASD’s Top Graduating Seniors
Kary Claypool
Ford City Junior-Senior High School
Senior Kary Claypool describes Ford City
High School’s Class of 2013 as “passionate
about success.” Not surprisingly, that’s also
a very fitting adjective to describe her as well.
As one of the school’s most diversely talented
students, Kary has successfully balanced her
talent and passion for music with her strong
commitment to academic excellence.
An accomplished soprano vocalist, Kary
earned Pennsylvania Music Educators
Association (PMEA) All-State honors as a
junior last year, and this year advanced to
All-East Chorus in Hartford, CT. “Music has
always been a big part of my life. My dad (Jeff)
is a talented musician, and it is something that
I have always been passionate about,” says
Kary, who also plays guitar and piano. She
says that the Claypool family has music in its
blood. She adds that both her mom, Mary, and
sister, Kendra, are also very involved in music.
Kendra is a freshman at Ford City High School.
Kary credits chorus director Joshua Meyer for
helping her realize her musical potential.
However, Kary seems equally as comfortable
behind a microscope as she is a microphone.
Kary earned an impressive 3.9 GPA at Ford

Kary Claypool

City High School while taking some of the
school’s more challenging academic offerings
including Biology, Chemistry I & II, Algebra,
and AP Statistics. She plans to enroll at the
University of Pittsburgh next fall to major in
Chemistry, the first step in the pursuit of her
dream career in Orthodontics. “I have always
been fascinated by teeth,” she explains.
Although much of Kary’s extracurricular
pursuits at Ford City revolved around Chorus,
she was also treasurer of the senior class and
a member of National Honor Society. She also
participated in musicals during her high school
career at Ford City. “What I like about our
Class is that we are so competitive,” she says.
“Whether it is school or sports, everyone strives
to be the best.”
Jordan Klodowski
Kittanning Senior High School
Whether it is sinking a 30-ft. putt for birdie
or acing the math section of the SAT exam,
outstanding achievement seems to be par for
the course for Jordan Klodowski.
One of Kittanning High School’s most
accomplished students in recent memory, Jordan
boasts an impressive 4.61 GPA. He applied
to and was accepted by some of the most
prestigious colleges in America, including several
Ivy League schools, and has decided to attend
Carnegie Mellon University to major in math.
“I am considering a number of career fields,
but I think I will probably discover where
my passions lie while I am in college,” says
Jordan, who completed both Calculus I and
AP Calculus during his sophomore year at
Kittanning High School. He went on to take
Calculus II & III, Linear Algebra, and Differential
Equations as independent study options during
his junior and senior years. Jordan also took
AP English, four Chemistry classes, and three
Physics classes at Kittanning Senior High.

Jordan Klodowski

“I have really been fortunate to be able to work
with Dr. Snyder in independent math courses
during my sophomore, junior, and senior
years,” says Jordan. “It allowed me to work at
a faster pace and cover a lot more material. I
feel that I am really ready for any college level
class.”
Jordan served as class president during his
junior and senior years at KHS, and was
captain of the golf team during that same time
period. He is a member of Student Council and
National Honor Society.
Jordan started playing golf at age 6 and now
has a zero handicap. He plans to continue
his career collegiately. Jordan received the
AGH Sports Medicine Extra Effort Award
from KDKA TV2’s Bob Pompiani in January,
a recognition given to high school students
throughout Western Pennsylvania who excel in
athletics, academics, and community service.
Jordan describes Kittanning’s Class of 2013
as a close knit group. “Throughout the years,
I have experienced how much everyone cares
about each other and how much we help one
another,” says Jordan. “We lean on each other
for support. That is a special attribute of our
class this year.” Jordan is the youngest of
Marybeth and Don Klodowski’s four children.
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Beverley Kozuch
West Shamokin Junior-Senior High School
As both a well-rounded student and long
distance runner, West Shamokin’s Beverley
Kozuch understands the importance of
going the extra mile in order to reach her full
potential.
One of this year’s top seniors, Beverley earned
a 3.9 GPA at WSHS and has been accepted
to Thiel College, where she will major in either
Biology or Chemistry next year. And, as if that
alone wasn’t challenging enough, she also
plans to minor in Music, run cross country, and
play in the college’s marching band.
“I want to be as involved as I can in things
at college, without being overwhelmed,”
explains Beverley, who kept quite a busy
schedule during her high school career
at West Shamokin. In addition to running
cross country and serving as drum major in
marching band, the Templeton native played

Albert Einstein’s
cousin in this
year’s drama
club production,
Heroes’ Couch.
She was also a
Rotary Youth
Leadership
Award Winner,
president of
Leo Club, and
secretary of
National Honor
Society.

for the real world. Through
extracurriculars, you learn
to cooperate with other
people and teamwork,”
says Beverley.

Beverly Kozuch

Beverley believes that one of the big
advantages of attending a smaller school like
West Shamokin is that she had the opportunity
to participate in all the activities that interested
her.
“We have a lot of students here that are
interested in different things. It is important to
be in a diverse setting because it prepares you

Beverley visited Thiel,
located in Greenville, PA,
during the summer of
her sophomore year and
was impressed by the
campus. She plans to
use her college degree to
pursue a career in medical
research. Beverley took
a challenging STEM course load including
Calculus, AP Biology, and Physics II during
her high school career to prepare for the rigors
of college. “I was challenged here at West
Shamokin – especially in the sciences,” says
Beverley.
Beverley is the daughter of Valerie Lager and
Steven Kozuch.

SAT Prep Makes a Difference
Course Helps Improve Scores in Math & Verbal
Preparation always precedes performance, and in the Armstrong School District,
students took part in a six-session SAT Prep course designed to give them an
edge on the important exam.
Armstrong School District introduced the SAT Prep course last year and it paid
immediate dividends, with test scores improving on average 10 points in math and
7 points in verbal district-wide. The course returned this spring, with approximately
35 ASD students, mostly juniors, participating at Ford City and West Shamokin
high schools.

West Shamokin HS math instructor Zoe Ritchie works
with junior Vincent Passerini during a session of the
SAT Prep Course.

“The instruction is invaluable for students,” says Zoe Ritchie, who taught the
SAT Prep math course at West Shamokin. She explains that the course is
based on the Official SAT Guide and offers direction on test-taking strategies,
understanding and following directions, and avoiding common exam pitfalls.
Ms. Ritchie also points out that the course helps reduce test-taking anxiety for
students, as well as supplying a refresher on math content. According to many
admissions experts, a student’s SAT scores still weigh heavily in admission
consideration for selective universities, and can also impact merit aid scholarships.
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Showcasing STEM
ASD Students Participate in Science Fairs & Competitions
Science and math are not confined to a
classroom or laboratory in the Armstrong School
District, as evidenced by the recent Science Fair
& STEM Education showcase events that took
place this spring at West Hills Intermediate and
Lenape Elementary schools.
The West Hills Intermediate Science/STEM
Showcase was held on March 7th and featured
nearly 80 STEM-centered displays constructed
by students in grades 4-12. “This really is
all about our student’s love of science,” says
building principal Sue Kreidler. “The projects
are not judged or graded, but the students
still put a lot of time and effort into their work.”
Several hundred attendees visited the school for
the evening event.
The evening also featured interactive STEM
displays from students in all ASD high school
buildings. High school teachers Bob Danka,
Pat Mulroy, Amanda Stossel, and Rita Bish
worked with students on the projects.
At Lenape Elementary, students displayed their
projects during a May 21st public showcase.
Students chose to work on their projects
independently or in small groups. They have
about a month to generate ideas, conduct
research, and construct their displays. Each
student was required to follow standard
scientific protocol including developing a
title question, hypothesis, and showing a
data-driven conclusion.
At Kittanning Junior High School,
students in Laurel Glover’s 7th grade
science class participated in the 2013
Pennsylvania Junior Academy of
Science (PJAS). The seven participants
were required to conduct an experiment,
gather results, and present their findings
in a PowerPoint presentation. Chris
Wyant chose to present on the topic of
how the height of the falling water affects
the amount of electricity generated in
hydro-electric dams.

Hannah Woodside’s presentation focused
on the role chemistry plays in making lip gloss.
Her study showed how and why the ingredient
beeswax changed the composition of the lip
gloss.
Nicole Smith combined her love of cooking
with her interest in math and science in a
project that measured the crispiness factor in
potatoes. Jaysa Grafton’s topic related to
how temperature affects ocean currents. Her
experiment used candles to heat a glass dish
containing vegetable oil and parsley flakes to
create convection currents. Jaysa’s project won
first place recognition in the PJAS competition,
and she moved on to a state competition in May
at Penn State University. “I am very interested
in math and science,” she says. Jaysa attended
a STEM summer camp last year at Lenape
Tech sponsored by the Female Alliance STEM
Excellence (FASE). “Girls can do anything they
want in math and science today – anything boys
can do,” says Jaysa.
Also earning first place honors from Kittanning
Jr. High were Drake Hale and Trista Bowser.
Other students participating in the 2013 PJAS
competition were Hayden Wolfe, Tiffany
McElroy, Kurtis Grantz, and Nolan Turco.

Kittanning Jr. High students (clockwise from top) Chris
Wyant, Jaysa Grafton, Hannah Woodside, and Nicole
Smith took part in this year’s PJAS competition at
Slippery Rock University.
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Title I Reading:
“Time Machine” Literacy Event Promotes Fun for All Ages
If time travel were possible, where would you go? What would you find?
Well, for Armstrong School District Title I families, an epic journey through
the Time Machine sent them everywhere from prehistoric times to the
Disco Era, only to discover the importance of reading on every leg of the
adventure.
The District’s annual Title I Family Fun Fair’s theme this year was “Time
Machine” and attracted hundreds of Title I students and their families for
an evening of learning and literacy. The very successful event was held
April 25th at St. Mary’s Parish Hall in Kittanning. Learning centers included
a prehistoric display where students removed the syllabic contents of a
dinosaur egg and decoded it to identify the name of the dinosaur. Students
also learned fun facts about dinosaurs, and completed a fact versus opinion
exercise. The learning center was hosted by educators from Shannock
Valley Elementary and Lenape Elementary schools.
West Hills Intermediate teachers recreated the Old West at their Reading
Round Up learning center where students of all ages read to their parents
and used talking pens to check their responses. Each student took home
a free book. And because hurtling through the time and space can really
work up an appetite, a popular stop for students was the 1950’s Diner
learning station where hot dogs, chips, and root beer floats were on the
menu – along with a side order of take home reading and math activities!
Teachers from Divine Redeemer School, Elderton Elementary, and Dayton
Elementary collaborated to combine tie-dye t-shirt making instruction, a
really rad disco ball, and 1970’s themed take-home literature in their retro
reading center. West Hills Primary teachers transported Title I students far
into The Future where they worked on their writing skills and placed their
messages in a time capsule. Participants also took home a futuristic glow
pen and a book about the future.

Family Fun Fair
Satisfaction Survey Results
• 98% of event attendees rate this year’s Family Fun
Fair favorably, with 82% giving it an “outstanding” rating.
• Title I attendees 6 yrs. old and under, including Head
Start students: 29 (27%)
• Title I attendees ages 7-9: 49 (45%)
• Title I attendees ages 10-12: 31 (28%)

Among the many parents at the Title I event were Becky and Keith
Claypoole. Their daughter, third-grader Maleiah Claypoole, uses Title
I resources to help strengthen her reading skills and improve in speech.
“The tutoring program has helped her improve by leaps and bounds,”
says Mr. Claypoole. “Plain and simple, we need more of these kinds of
programs.”
“Events like this help the children because they get excited about books
and learning. I enjoy watching all the kids participate in the activities – it’s
great,” says Mrs. Claypoole.
Time Machine was open to all Title I students in the Armstrong School
District, including Head Start students and those attending local parochial
schools. It marked the sixth year for the Family Fun Fair program in the
Armstrong School District.
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PEP Update — Indoor Activities Centers
District parents recently had a firsthand
opportunity to learn more about the new
fitness programs implemented in Year II of the
Physical Education Program (PEP) Grant.
Under the supervision of program coordinator
Devin Lorigan, a March 13th program at
Lenape Elementary School featured several
stations displaying fitness equipment,
nutrition information, and related materials.
HEALTHY Armstrong is an Armstrong
County collaborative committed to lowering
adolescent obesity rates.
In 2010, the group received a Carol M. White
PEP grant totaling nearly $1 million from the U.S. Department of Education. “This year, we
worked to create more indoor activity centers in our schools,” says Ms. Lorigan. She says that
grant funds were used to purchase mini-kettle bells and other strength training equipment,
in addition to a wide range of new cardio equipment including treadmills, elliptical machines,
stationary bikes, rowing machines, and Wii Fitness technology. Monthly programs were
also implemented in elementary buildings throughout the school year to motivate students
to walk more, including the March “Shamrock Shuffle” program. “Our goal is to increase
the time students are active to 60 minutes a day,” explains Ms. Lorigan. She adds that next
year, Phase III of the PEP program will focus on creating “story walk fitness trails” in district
elementary schools.

