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Trinity Concert Series Presents Paul Jacobs
in Concert February 18
Grammy Award winner, Paul Jacobs, will present a concert on Trinity’s 50-rank Holtkamp/Reuter pipe
organ, Sunday, February 18, 2018 at 2:30 p.m. Jacobs is the chair of the organ department at The Juilliard
School and is known throughout the country for his extraordinarily expressive playing. Recent reviews of his
concerts include comments such as:
“An obliterating performance by one of the major musicians of our time.” - The New Yorker
“Paul Jacobs is one of the great living virtuosos . . . he is utterly without artifice.” - The Washington Post
“America’s leading organ performer.” - The Economist
“A virtuoso of dazzling technical acumen.” - The New York Times
Mark your calendar now, you will not want to miss this exceptional performer.
This will be a wonderful opportunity to invite your friends and family to join us at Trinity for an exceptional
musical event.

Lent—Jesus—A Take-Away Thought Midweek Lenten Services
Join us for Midweek Lenten Services at Noon and 6:30 p.m. on
Wednesdays. Services will include Passion History Readings from the
Gospel of St. John, Lenten Hymns, Holy Communion and a Lenten Takeaway Thought.
Ash Wednesday

February 14, 2018		

Midweek 3

February 28, 2018

Midweek 2
Midweek 4
Midweek 5
Midweek 6

February 21, 2018

Question? - Judas

John 18:1-14

March 7, 2018

Listening - Jesus

John 18:28-40

March 14, 2018
March 21, 2018

Questions? - Peter
Behold Your King - Pilate
Family - Cross

John 18:15-27
John 19:1-16

John 19:17-30

Lenten Sermon Series
Thy will be done: Jesus gave us those words in the
Lord’s Prayer. Thy will be done: Jesus prayed those
words in the Garden of Gethsemane. Thy will be done:
Jesus still uses those words to shape in us a life of
repentance, a life of joy, a life of following Him.
Our journey through Lent in 2018 will be shaped by
the theme, Thy Will Be Done. On Sundays we will be
considering God’s will in light of that prayer of Jesus.
How do we think about God’s will and God’s Kingdom,
or God’s will for salvation, or God’s will when we are
not willing? How does the prayer Thy Will Be Done
affect how I see my own will, my own expectations, my
own suffering?
The Sermon Series begins on the second weekend of February.

Congregational Assembly Meeting - February 25
A special Congregational Assembly Meeting will be held on February 25 at Noon in the Multi-Purpose
Room of the Education Center. Doors will open at 11:50 a.m. and lunch will be served at Noon. The agenda
for the meeting is as follows:
Prayer
Loan Refinance
Emergency Fund
Capital Needs
School Endowment Board Election
Call for Associate Pastor
Call for DCE
Closing Prayer
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Lenten Devotions - “Silent Witnesses”
Did you ever wish that you could have been there at Jesus’ passion?
Imagine what it would be like:
• to hear the crowds shout “Hosanna!” as Jesus rode into Jerusalem
• to smell and taste the feast at the Passover
• to see Jesus carrying His cross to Golgotha
• to touch the nail-wounds in Jesus’ hands when He rose from the
dead
We cannot do that, but the men and women who were eyewitnesses
of these events have left their testimony in the pages of the Gospels. John
tells us, “These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31). But there were silent
witnesses, too—objects, animals and places that played a part during key moments of Jesus’ suffering, death
and resurrection. We find them in the pages of the Gospels as well. Though they cannot speak, they can show us
something of His love and mercy toward us.
Printed copies of “Silent Witness” (from Lutheran Hour Ministries) will be available February 11th. You may
also view them online at www.lhm.org/lent/.

First Communion Class (5th-7th Grade) Starts February 4th!
Trinity’s First Communion Class, offered for students in 5th-7th grade, starts Sunday, February 4th, and will
meet during the 9:30 a.m. Sunday School and Bible Class Hour in Room 214. This class will be led by Mr. Alec
Kemnitz, our Interim Director of Youth Ministries.
Trinity’s First Communion Class takes participants through an exploration of what Scriptures teach
concerning the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper and what we Lutherans confess and believe. This
is a great study that will thoroughly prepare our youth for a beneficial reception of Holy Communion.
We encourage parents to attend with their student at each session. This will serve as a foundation for their
conversations during the week of what they are learning and especially give parents opportunity to share how
they are personally blessed in receiving Holy Communion.
First Communion Class meets for 8 weeks. First Communion will be celebrated at the 6:00 p.m.
MaundyThursday Seder Meal in the gymnasium on March 29th.
To register for this class please connect with Alec Kemnitz at akemnitz@trinitydt.org.
Here is the Class Schedule:
February 4, 2018
Lesson 1
February 11, 2018
Lesson 2
February 18, 2018
Lesson 3
February 25, 2018
Lesson 4
March 4, 2018
Lesson 5
March 11, 2018
Lesson 6
March 18, 2018
Lesson 7
March 25, 2018
Lesson 8 (Palm Sunday and Confirmation)
March 29, 2018
Maundy Thursday (First Communion at
6:00 p.m. Seder Meal service)
May our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen our youth in Word and Sacraments with His saving love and grace.
Amen.
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Po-Boy Sandwich Reminder:
If you ordered po-boy sandwiches for Super Bowl Sunday, remember to pick
them up in the Mary and Martha Fellowship Hall after services or Sunday School on
February 4. Call Lynn Bedner at 713.668.3977 or raylynn80@hotmail.com for the
availability of last-minute orders. The sandwiches are $5.00 each. Checks should
be made payable to Trinity Lutheran Ladies Circle.
Net proceeds of this sale are designated to assist various ministries supported by
the Ladies Circle.

The 39 Club
The 39 Club is invited to meet in the foyer
following the 10:50 a.m. service on February 11 and
plan to enjoy the hospitality of Jean Minsch and her
annual “Chili with all the fixin’s” lunch.
In January the group enjoyed fellowship and
food at an Epiphany lunch at the home of Pastor and
Audrey Black.
Those who are single, 39 and over, are invited to
join us. For more information or to RSVP, contact
Jean at 281.550.4752.

PEP Club Lanier Theological Library Tour
On Wednesday, February 7,
the PEP Club will visit Lanier
Theological Library in northwest
Houston off Hwy 249. A bus
provided by Precinct 1 will leave
the church parking lot at 9 a.m.
and return at approximately 3:30
p.m.
The library is designed for
biblical research, with over
85,000 volumes and specializes
in archeology, church history,
Egyptology, and linguistics. It
also has museum-quality artifacts,
including a first edition, first issue
1611 KJV Bible, several exact
facsimiles of Dead Sea Scrolls and
one original fragment from Amos.
The group will have a guided tour of the library at 10 a.m., followed by lunch at nearby Sweet Tomatoes
restaurant (individual pay), and then return to the library for exploration on your own until 2:30. If the weather
is nice, there is also a replica of a 500 A.D. Byzantine stone chapel on the grounds. Tip: you are allowed to bring
your own drinks in a covered cup. There is a Keurig machine, so bring your own K-cup for coffee.
Please RSVP to Bea Uhl at 713.864.4919 or beauhl@sbcglobal.net.
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Finance Corner - February 1, 2018
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future
and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will hear you. Jeremiah 29:11-12 ESV
Dear Supporter of Trinity’s Ministry:
From Harvey’s floods to the Astros’ World Series win, I don’t imagine
anyone would have anticipated what our city and our church community
experienced in 2017. God’s redeeming love was clearly active in and
through those events:
• Harvey Distribution Site. Your generous response in
time and talent enabled your church to touch hundreds of
families who were impacted by Harvey, and brought a real
sense of community and mission to our church. Volunteers
“mucked out” homes, and our gym was filled with over
100,000 pounds of food, clothing and other necessities that
were distributed to HPD and HFD families;
• Harvey Relief Fund. Trinity members donated over $75,000 to the
Harvey relief fund, which provided significant monetary assistance
to 10 of our families that lost homes or automobiles in the flood; and
• Upbring School of Discovery and Leadership. The ministry partnership with
Upbring enabled the continuation and strengthening of the Early Childhood program (and eventually the
elementary school) and put Trinity on a much firmer financial footing.
Through your generosity in 2017, God worked in wonderful ways in our church:
• Offerings exceeded budget. Due to your generosity, for the first time in recent memory our 2017 tithes
and offerings exceeded the annual budget (by over $5,000) and were 3% higher than in 2016! December’s
offerings were $21,000 over budget, and were $12,000 higher than December of 2016. We are starting
2018 in a much firmer financial position than we have in years.
• Improved Operational Results. Due to cost control efforts, the revenues of the Church, Early Childhood
ministry, and the Kids’ Camp exceeded their expenses, and they operated “in the black” for 2017.
However, while it was in operation in 2017, the school’s expenses exceeded its revenues by $436,000.
Applying the surplus to the school deficit and including 2017’s debt service resulted in an overall cash
flow deficit of just over $400,000. We look forward to celebrating a return to generating an operational
surplus in 2018!
• Mighty Acts. Contributions to our Mighty Acts campaign continued to be strong; in 2017, Mighty Acts
received offerings totaling approximately $375,000. Our Organ Fund received over $35,000 which
leaves a balance remaining to be paid on the organ refurbishment of approximately $118,000.
• Total giving. Combining tithes, offerings and your dedicated giving (including Mighty Acts, Organ
Fund, the Harvey Relief Fund, and Pastor Leeland’s love offering) your offerings to Trinity Downtown
totaled over $2,350,000 in 2017.
• 2018 Home Treasury pledges. We received 131 offering Commitment Cards for 2018. The commitments
totaled over $890,000, with an average gift of $6,800. This amount is much greater than 2017, and
represents over 52% of 2018’s tithes and offerings budget.
As we begin the new year, we can rest assured that God will continue to bless our faithful response to His
grace and truth, and that we’ll see the results of His faithfulness in our families, our church and our community.
							Your servant in Christ,
							Ron Lacy, CFO
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What Does Kindness Look Like?
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23). When
you think of kindness, what comes to mind? An encouraging note
sent by a friend? A caring shoulder to cry on? Or perhaps your
Mom’s chocolate chip cookies fresh from the oven? Whatever you
think about, it most likely includes a warm fuzzy feeling. Kindness
just does that. Not surprising, it’s a Fruit of the Spirit. When we’re
kind, others get to experience that warmth, and whether they
realize it or not they are experiencing some of God’s character.
Titus 3:4-5 tells us, “But when the goodness and loving
kindness of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not because
of works done by us in righteousness, but according to His
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of
the Holy Spirit.” This is the greatest and most complete picture
of kindness we will ever know. God saw a whole lot of hurt,
brokenness and despair. He saw people with no hope of breaking
free from pain and suffering so He sent His Son to save us. None
of us deserved this kindness, but God knew what we needed.
Kindness is understanding. It’s compassion.
Take a moment and make a list of all the ways our gracious
God has poured out His kindness in your life. Make a list of all
the loving kindnesses of God both large and small. Start with the biggest one, Jesus and His salvation, and then
work your way back to the smallest of them all or the ones you might overlook like a beautiful sunrise or even
seeing your breath on a cold day.
Think of people in your life who you don’t like or have trouble getting along with. Why should you show
them kindness? How can you show them kindness? The next time someone does something that annoys you,
try to understand why they might be acting that way. Maybe they are hurting. Maybe they need you to look past
their frustrating behavior and show them kindness and love. “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and
beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.” (Colossians 3:12).
Stephen Ministers are kind, compassionate and often called the “After People.”
Stephen Ministers are there:

…after the phone call you hoped you’d never get.

…after the funeral, when everyone has left and the emotions you’ve held at bay come crashing in on
you.

…after the relationship falls apart and the bottom falls out of your life.

…after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.”

…after the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to your new home.”

…after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away—and the house suddenly seems empty.
…after the gavel comes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is led away.
…after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever dreamed possible.
…after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck.

…after your family and friends have heard your story one too many times, but you still need to talk it out.
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Stephen Ministers are the After People. They are ready to come alongside you or your friends, neighbors,
co-workers, or relatives and provide comfort and support for as long after as needed.
If you feel you would benefit from the care of a Stephen Minister, please contact Pastor Michael Dorn at
mdorn@trinitydt.org or 713.229.2940 or Ron Lacy at rlacy@trinitydt.org or 713.229.2970.
Dear Jesus, so meek and mild, teach us to be like You in all our ways. Teach us kindness, gentleness,
generosity, and to be giving, forgiving, loving and caring. Teach us to follow in Your footsteps. Take
control and guide us to the place You want us to be. Mold and shape us into the brilliant beings we were
always destined to become. Lead us where the waters are so still we can walk on them with You holding
our hands and leading the way. Let our lights shine so brightly that people will be drawn to us wanting to
know You and, as they seek You, may they find You. When oceans rise and thunder roars, You are our rock
and stronghold. Intercede within our hearts, Lord, that we may be kind and gentle to those who surround
us. In Your name we pray. Amen.
(“After People” used with permission-Copyright 2016 Stephen Ministries St. Louis)

							Linda Gray, Stephen Leader

Make a Positive Change
Apply to lead a Thrivent Action Team
Want to help meet a need in your
community/church? Thrivent Action
Teams can help you get started!
If you’re a member of Thrivent
Finncial, you can apply to lead a
volunteer team in a one-time:
•

Fundraiser

•

Educational event

•

Service activity

Thrivent will help you get started

Bring a team together—family, friend, community members—to make an immediate impact. Thrivent will
help you get started with:
•

Resources to help you plan the event.

•

Community Impact Card with $250 of seed money.

•

Promotional items, include Thrivent T-shirts.

Learn more at Thrivent.com/actionteam and apply online.
BOARD OF ELDERS - CONTACT INFORMATION
Delvin Dennis.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Bill Fischer .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Dan Krueger. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Steve Maynard.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Joshua Rodriguez .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

ddennis@entouch.net .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
bfisch@aol.com.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
dwkrueger5@yahoo.com. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
smaynard@durwoodgreene.com. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
joshrodriguez@hotmail.com .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

281.415.8787
713.827.8664
901.258.4029
281.799.9600
832.527.1957
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Be in the Word
Adult Bible Classes - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
“1st and 2nd Peter” - Led by Pastor Paul Dorn’s
Team - Room 233
1 and 2 Peter – a 13 week course: If you are
concerned about living your Christian faith in
a sometimes unreceptive and even hostile
environment, the words of hope
that Peter wrote by inspiration
of the Holy Spirit are timely and
encouraging.
“Faith Discovery” - Led by Pastor
Michael Dorn - Room 123
This 8-week class is for persons interested
in membership at Trinity Downtown and
those who want a review of Christian doctrine.
“Galatians” - The Battle of the Titans - Led by Dennis
Gray’s Team - Room 209
This class which has been “Reading Your Bible In One
Year” is currently using a LifeLight study guide to focus
on the chief topic of the Christian faith that Christ justifies
us by grace through faith.
“Hermeneutics” - Led by Thomas DeVries Team - Room 234
The Hermenuetics class, which uses the tools of the liberal
arts to understand the lessons of our faith, has a fresh new
set of topics we will be weaving through the next several
months. They include Stoicism, Intermittent Fasting, Church
History, Allen Edmonds, Biases, Faith in Government and
the Challenges of Prayer. The discussions are geared towards
individuals in their 20s and 30s who have not yet started a family.
“Life Hacks for the New Year” - Led by Jim Cleary’s Team - Room 205
Turbocharge your new year. Using the Letter to the Philippians, each week we will examine one of Paul’s pro
tips to the Thessalonians. Discussion-oriented.
“Travels with Moses” - Led by Bill Fischer’s Team - Room 201
Moses is one of the primary people in the Old Testament and his life and actions form the basis of much of
our beliefs. While many people are familiar with Moses’ role with Plagues in Egypt, the Exodus, the Parting
of the Red Sea and the Ten Commandments, there is much more to his life. The “Heroes of Faith” chapter of
Hebrews 11 devotes more time to Moses and Abraham than anyone else. Our study will follow how God used
this very human man to guide His people. We learn the life of Moses in several Old Testament books: Exodus,
a small part of Leviticus, and parts of Numbers. Deuteronomy repeats many of the same incidents as Exodus,
and we’ll look at some of them for more details.
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Kids Bible Time/Youth Bible Classes - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Age 3 through 3rd grade meet in Kids Park (Mary/Martha Hall in basement) for opening
Pre-K (ages 3 and 4) - Basement Nursery Room

6th-7th Grade - Room 208, 2nd floor

4th-5th Grade - Room 207, 2 floor

9th-12th Grade - Underground Student Center (basement)

K - 3rd Grade - Basement

nd

5th - 7th Grade - First Communion - Room 214

8th Grade - Confirmation Class in Room 124

Adult Midweek Bible Studies
Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Class - “Prayer”
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. - Room 205. Women’s Bible Study led by Audrey Black
The topic on “Prayer” is based on the LifeLight Foundations In-Depth Bible Study Series. For more information,
please contact Audrey Black at 713.782.6307 or dgb32@att.net.
Wednesday Women’s Bible Study - “Nahum, Habakkuk and Zephaniah - The Lord Delivers His Faithful!”
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. - Gathering Space - Women’s Bible Study led by Jan Case
Wednesday Night Women’s Bible Study - “Seamless”
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. - Room 207 - Women’s Bible Study led by Mary Oliver
Class is studying an overview of the Bible. They will be discovering how each part of God’s Word works together
to show God’s plan for us and God’s revelations about Himself using the book “Seamless.” Some of the topics
include the Beginning, the Patriarchs, the Prophets, and the Messiah. We have all ages of women who have
become an encouraging community. Please join us!
Sonrise Bible Study
Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. - Room 124 - Led by Pastor Black
Class discusses the Scripture readings assigned for the following Sunday. The class is open to men and women.
Coffee is available. For more information, contact Pastor Black at 713.229.2917 or dblack@trinitydt.org.
TnT - 20s and 30s Group Bible Study
Current Study: “Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up?: 12 False Christs” by Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard - Meets
1st and 3rd Fridays at 7:30 p.m. - off site. Contact Rachel and Dag Calafell at rachel.calafell@gmail.com or
832.389.8998 for more information.
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40 Days for Life
Trinity is once again joining the Houston Lutherans for Life in sponsoring
two days for the Spring Lenten campaign. Pastor Black has approved Monday
and Tuesday, March 5th and 6th, for us to peacefully pray outside of the Planned
Parenthood Center at 4600 Gulf Freeway.
I'm quoting this from the Coalition for Life: "Because you were there:
1) Pregnant moms have ONE FINAL opportunity to escape the traumatic
experience of an abortion and choose life for their unborn child.
2) Hearts are touched, minds are changed and moms choose life.
3) Over 90% of women that are redirected to our practical assistance have chosen life.
Join us in a peaceful presence. The most vulnerable among us are innocent, defenseless unborn human
beings. These babies have no voice. Their pain, their anguish and their cries are silent. They depend on us to
SPEAK UP! They depend on us to ACT in defense of their lives."
Please prayerfully consider volunteering two hours on either of these days and call Jan Case at 281.392.5899
or email her at jcase001@gmail.com to RSVP.

Upbring School of Discovery & Leadership—
Downtown Houston
If you are looking for a school and/or child care center, please
consider Upbring School of Discovery & Leadership - Downtown
Houston.
USDL-DH offers a faith-based, creatively-traditional education
with a STEAM emphasis. The school currently serves children as young
as 6-weeks through Pre-Kindergarten 4. Kindergarten will be added for the
Fall of 2018.
If you would like to learn more, we would love to show you around the
campus. Call 832.301.3100 or email DowntownHoustonHSDL@Upbring.
org to schedule a tour today!
1316 Washington Ave. (former Trinity Education Center)
www.UpbringSchools.org

Houston Lutheran Chorale Seeks New Members
The Houston Lutheran Chorale under the direction of Kerry Talley is seeking singers to celebrate the birth
of our nation on the 4th of July.
Who: All who love to sing – no auditions are required.

When: Rehearsals began January 28. From 2 p.m. to 5 p.m., two Sunday
afternoons each month. The concert is scheduled for July 4, 2018.
Other special performances may be added. (Details at www.hlc-tx.
org)
Where: Trinity Lutheran Church, 800 Houston Avenue, Houston, TX 77007
More Information: Call 832.489.6773 or visit our web site at www.hlc-tx.org.
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Urgent Care Center or the Emergency Room—
How to Decide
This information will be shared in two (2) issues.

EMERGENCY

URGENT CARE

Believe it or not, over half of emergency room
visits ARE NOT emergencies. Getting treated at
VS.
your physician’s office (if possible) or an Urgent Care
Center is often faster and much less expensive. We
? ? ??
have found this true in a few situations in our family
?
and have used an Urgent Care Center. So, how do you
decide where to go? This guide has been helpful to us
and hopefully for you also. You might want to save
this information for future quick reference the next
time you are ill.
You all know that any time you feel ill, you should call your Primary Physician’s office for advice unless you
have a life threatening emergency such as a heart attack, severe bleeding, stroke or other emergency situation.
Sometimes we have waited longer to call our physician and we have felt we should have called sooner before
symptoms have worsened.
URGENT CARE CENTER:
Urgent Care should be used after regular office hours or on weekends when your “regular” physician’s
office is closed (we have used it for minor injuries, less severe symptoms, or knowing we need some helpful
intervention and our physician or associate staff is not available). An Urgent Care Center should be considered
if you feel too sick to wait until your physician’s office is open or have one or more of these, or similar symptoms.
BEWARE! THIS IS A PARTIAL LIST:
• Allergic reaction without difficulty breathing, paleness or bluish color of skin
• Colds, sore throats, sinus infections and coughs
• Fever
• Minor burns
• Eye infections
• Rashes or skin infections
• Simple cuts
• Sprain or strain
• Urinary Tract infection (UTI)
• Vomiting or diarrhea
REMEMBER, this is NOT an all-inclusive list! So use “your smarts” as you make a decision! Our
physicians are part of Village Family Practice; they are members of the group listed below.
SOURCE: Next Generation Accountable Care Organization
“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God
and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.” 1 John 4:7-8
“Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” 1 John 4:11
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!
Julie Bertrand, R.N.
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Greetings from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis!
The Winterim period is now over and there is a week of respite for many of the
students here. However, for many of us, we still have assignments to do to complete
the intensive courses taken over the last couple of weeks. The shorter winter periods
have been primarily for students not in the MDiv program in the past – those working
toward a Ph.D., a D.Min., or the SMP route to ordination. This year, however, the new
curriculum had most of the first and second year students take a Pastoral Leadership
course to prepare us for vicarage. We spent about 40 hours over two weeks learning
about topics such as congregational dynamics, ministry teams, organizational structures,
planning, and financial administration in churches of various sizes. My class spent
the first week at Village Lutheran Church in Ladue and the second week at Concordia
Chuck Ridley,
Lutheran Church in Kirkwood. It was interesting to see the similarities and differences
Seminary Student
in the role of the two senior pastors and the way the congregations are structured. The
different sized congregations foster very different cultures which call for different leadership styles from their
respective pastors, yet both are set up so that their pastor can best ensure the proper care and guidance for all in
the congregation. I found the course helpful and it certainly helped me appreciate the work of all my pastors,
past and present, and the lay leadership in all of the congregations of which I’ve been a member.
Prior to the Winterim course, I had a wonderful three weeks of
break back home in Houston. I was able to spend a good deal of
time with family and friends, and I even got the chance to visit one
of my Adopt-a-Student sponsors. Special thanks to the ladies of
Holy Cross Lutheran LWML in Nederland, TX for their hospitality
and for reaching out to coordinate that visit. I thoroughly enjoyed
getting to make the trip out and meet everyone there! During a tour
of their facilities, I was particularly struck by a piece of art they had
outside of the nave – the depiction of a tree with each leaf engraved
with the name and date of a baptism done at that congregation. What
a wonderful reminder and image of John 15!
In addition to these more casual events, I was able to help
out with services at my home congregation, Trinity Downtown
in Houston. Special thanks to Pastor Dorn, Pastor Black, and the
staff for arranging the services to allow me to participate! It was
a great blessing to be able to serve the people of Trinity at various
services over those few weeks as liturgist, lector, and communion
assistant. Many thanks to the members of Trinity as well for all of
the encouragement, prayers, and support!
Baptismal tree at Holy Cross
Although I missed the snow and ice in Houston (both times,
Lutheran Church in Nederland, TX.
might I add!), I couldn’t escape the same weather here in St. Louis.
I woke up one morning to find snow covering the ground outside and I simultaneously felt a sense of excitement
and dread. This has been such a rare encounter for me in the past, but now I had to actually deal with it. I didn’t
really encounter any problems and the temperatures have now climbed out of the freezing range, so it feels a
little more like home. I don’t know what the next couple of months will bring, but I’m certainly praying for
more of the same weather that we have now!
My last letter mentioned the beginning of basketball season here at the seminary. As of this weekend, the
season officially came to a close with the Preacher Classic, the yearly tournament hosted here at the seminary that
brings the King’s Men of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne to our court. Add a couple of other local
teams and we have a small tournament that marks the culmination of many weeks of hard work and fun. The
Preachers held up our record of defeating the King’s Men and then went on to a very exciting and surprising win
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over Gateway Legacy Christian
Academy. This is apparently
the first time in many years that
we have won the championship
of our tournament. What an
incredible experience to be part
of this team! This is a great
group of men that I am proud to
call my friends and brothers in
Christ.
A lot more continues to take
place here in St. Louis and on the
campus of Concordia Seminary.
Professors and students travel
abroad for missions work,
The Concordia Seminary Preachers –
workshops are given for pastors
Champions
of the 2018 Preacher Classic.
to aid in preparation for Lent,
students take on various jobs, campus construction projects continue, and so on. Through all of the hard work,
the pain, the struggles, and the joys faced by our community, we continue to proclaim Christ crucified for sinners.
We pray for you and ask that you would do the same for us – especially for the wellbeing of all students both on
campus and those working and studying away from campus. Your support, in all forms, is a great blessing to
this seminary and its work. Thank you for all that you do to support the mission of Concordia Seminary in the
formation of pastors for Christ’s Church!
“I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in Me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for
apart from Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5, ESV)
								In Christ,
							
Chuck Ridley

Ladies Circle Ministries - February 1
The monthly meeting of the Ladies Circle will be held in Room 205 at 10
a.m. on Thursday, February 1. Refreshments, with a time for fellowship, will be
available at 9:30 a.m.
The program for the day will be a “Q & A with the Senior Pastor” led by
Pastor Michael Dorn.
All are invited to attend our meetings on the first Thursday morning of each
month. For additional information, please contact Ethelene Marshall, president,
at 713.849.9266.
Additional dates to remember:
•

Saturday, February 3 - Work day for preparing po-boys. Call Lynn Bedner at 713.668.3977 to volunteer
your help.

•

Wednesdays, February 7 and 21 - Members and friends are invited to come to the Highland Park Care
Center, 2714 Morrison Street, at 10:30 a.m. for a devotion and hymn-singing.

•

Thursday, February 22 - 10 a.m. Room 205 - Executive Board meeting.
Trinity Today - 13

CHURCH REPORT

STAFF DIRECTORY

December 11 - January 14

MARRIAGE
December 30
Ross Krueger and Katherine Maynard
REVENUE UPDATE
Year to Date through 01/14/18
Actual Receipts.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $44,407
Budgeted Receipts .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $55,404
ORGAN FUND UPDATE
Year to Date through 01/14/18
Total Contributions. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $446,947
Remaining Balance.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $145,007
SUNDAY SCHOOL TOTALS
1-8
H.S.
Adult
Total
12/17
17
9
102
128
12/24		Classes did not meet
12/31		Classes did not meet
01/07
23
9
104
136
01/14
10
6
104
120
		
Total Offering.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $168.00

713.224.0684

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
5:00 8:15 9:30 10:50 Total
12/16
24		
12/17		204		 145

373

12/23
23		
12/24			172		195
12/30
41
12/31			215		256
01/06
43			
01/07		217		 168

Visitation Pastor
Pastor Donald G. Black.  . 713.229.2917
Chief Financial Officer
Ron Lacy.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2970
Dir. of Administration and Human
Resources
Trinity Garrett .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2937
Director of Music and Worship
Mary Voigt.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2922

428

Director of Discipleship
Matthew Meier. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 832.301.3105

01/13
54				
01/14		145		 197
396

Director of Accounting
Roseann Gamez.  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2962

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
5:00 - 576
7:00 - 280

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP
9:30 - 197

A Life Quote for the Church Year –
February 11 – Transfiguration of our
Lord
“Jesus radiates the glory of God among human
beings humbled by human
brokenness.
This
glory
consists not in a certain age
or a particular appearance or a
specific ability, but in God’s
love for us creatures
as His children. Let us
behold this glory embodied
in the least of these and
remind neighbors of
their eternal worth.
Prayer: Holy Son of
God, lead us to listen and
mimic You in respecting, protecting, advocating, and assisting.
Amen.”
This “Life Quote” is from Lutherans For Life – www.lutheransforlife.org
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Senior Pastor
Pastor Michael P. Dorn. .  . 713.229.2940

Communications Coordinator
Pam Schroeder.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2944
Contributions Manager
Angela Avant.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2963
Interim Director of Youth
Alec Kemnitz.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 979.429.5685
Host
Rollin Cattau.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2950

Joyfully sharing Christ’s Saving
Love With All People Now!

2018 GOVERNING BOARD
Pat Cleary
Kim Davis
Delvin Dennis (Vice Chair/Elder)
Pastor Michael Dorn
Bill Fischer (Elder)
Bo Hopmann
Dan Krueger (Elder)
Steve Maynard (Chair/Elder)
Jean Minsch
Joshua Rodriguez (Secretary/Elder)
Cynthia Roney
Brad Vieselmeyer
Minutes of the Governing Board are available
to our members at the Welcome Center.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

8

9

10

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
Meeting
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters

4

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
9:30 AM Bible Study Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship (C)

11

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship
9:30 AM Bible Study Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship
12:00 PM 39 Club
2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal
5:00 PM High School
Youth Group

18

5

6

7

7:00 PM Houston
Camerata
Rehearsal

9:00 AM Staff Leadership
Team Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM POBLO - ESL
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry

9:00 AM PEP Club
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
12:00 PM Facilities MAT

12

13

8:00 AM Ladies Circle
Po-Boy Prep
3:00 PM Junior High
Youth
5:00 PM Satellite Service

5:00 PM Satellite Service (C)

7:00 PM Houston
Camerata
Rehearsal

9:00 AM Staff Leadership
Team Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM POBLO - ESL

14

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
12:00 PM Lenten Worship (C)
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:30 PM Lenten Worship (C)
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

15

16

17

19

20

21

22

23

24

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
9:30 AM Bible Study Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
2:30 PM Paul Jacobs
Organ Concert

11:45 AM Finance MAT
Meeting
7:00 PM Houston
Camerata
Rehearsal

9:00 AM Staff Leadership
Team Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM POBLO - ESL
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
12:00 PM Lenten Worship (C)
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:30 PM Lenten Worship (C)
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

25

26

27

28

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship
9:30 AM Bible Study Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship
12:00 PM Congregational
Assembly Meeting
2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal
5:00 PM High School Youth
Group

Saturday

6:00 PM Elders
6:30 PM Governing Board
7:00 PM Houston
Camerata
Rehearsal

9:00 AM Staff Leadership
Team Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM POBLO - ESL
6:30 PM Sunday School
MAT Meeting

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
12:00 PM Lenten Worship (C)
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:30 PM Lenten Worship (C)
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters
6:15 PM Trinity Bells

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
Executive Board
6:15 PM Trinity Bells

3:00 PM Junior High
Youth
5:00 PM Satellite Service

5:00 PM Satellite Service (C)
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Thanks For Your Donations
Dear Friends at Trinity,
Very belated but nonetheless sincere thanks for the generous
Thanksgiving Food Drive. It was plentiful and varied and so
needed at that time especially. We were able to provide food to
about 200 families monthly so every bit helps.
And thank you for checks received in June and December after
each food drive. You were very generous and we are truly grateful. This is a tremendous help to us as it enables
us to continue providing food as well as assisting with rent, medicine and utilities as we can throughout the year.
May God continue to bless you. May you have a healthy, happy, new year filled with many blessings.
Thank God that we are able to work together to help our neighbors in need.
							Sister Lucia
							St. Joseph Catholic Church

Computer Video Tech (ProPresenter) Volunteers Needed
The Computer Video Tech (ProPresenter) Ministry is in need of volunteers
for the church services (both 8:15 and 10:50) in the sanctuary. This team is
responsible for running the slides that are projected on the nave walls during
the service. Training will be provided. The time commitment is one service on
one Sunday per month. Due to the increase in services at Christmas and Easter,
the time commitment may increase to an additional service for the affected
months.
Please prayerfully consider committing your time to this ministry in
service to God and be a part of guiding the worship experience of the congregation.
If you are interested or have questions, please contact Sharon Stoerkel at 281.992.2532 or sruthstoer@
earthlink.net or Mary Voigt at 281.543.0407 or mvoigt@trinitydt.org.
“Serve the Lord with gladness.” Psalm 100:2a (New KJV)

800 Houston Avenue  Houston, TX 77007

www.trinitydt.org  713-224-0684

Article submission deadline February 9 for articles to be published March 1, 2018. Submit articles to
pschroeder@trinitydt.org.
Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.
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