Annual Report

Thank you to all 2015/2016 donors!
In-Kind and Corporate Donors:

2015/2016 An

St. Francis School • Austin City Limits • R&R Limo • Detour Films • Le Cordon Bleu • Linda and Nick van Bavel • Pre-Kindergarten Class • Kindergarten
Class • 1st Grade Class • 2nd Grade Class • 3rd Grade Class • 4th Grade Class • 5th Grade Class • 6th Grade Class • 7th Grade Class • 8th
Grade Class • Steve and John Wright • Hannah Winslett • Kelly Moore • Paige Shehan • Dustin Armstrong • Tyler Brough • Texas
Monthly • Scott and Angela Turner • Kathleen and Mark Lucente • John Hockenyos and Rebecca Yerly • Vintage Villas • McGuire
Moorman Hospitality Group • Dr. Robin Doughty • Barbara A. Porter • Texas Keeper Cider • Northwest Liquor • Treaty
Oak Distilling • Texas Hills Vineyard • Lewis Wines • William Chris • Yost Automotive • Thinkery • Margaret Walsh
and John Lyon • Robyn Hargrove • Marilyn McCarthy • Brenda Bazaldua and Paul Lutz • Yost Automotive • Stella
Valdez • Griffith Small Animal Hospital • Kay and Ki Allen • Allie Porter • Jim Parker • Carol Rabel • Emily Echols
• LaRessa Stell • Polly McLean • Jeff and Michelle Kreinik • Ballet Austin • Sway • Omni Hotels • Fredericksburg
Food and Wine Festival • Ginger and Joe Urquidez • SeaWorld • Austin Way • Bradford Portraits • The Karnik
Istitute • Central Market • Holistic Mental Health Services • Tammy Connell • Jeanne Corrigan • Empire BMX •
Jeremy and Katie Bencken • Jessica Jourdan • Denise Kleinman • Lynch Law Firm • Tecolote Farm • The Maids
• Stone House Wine • Newk’s Catering • Judy Line • Telisa Young • Luxe Apothetique • Deena Silverman • Twin
Liquors • Prosperity Bank • Friends of St. Francis School • AT&T Executive Conference Center • Shawn Cox
and Joan Admirand • Alison Young and Clif Wright • Michelle and Jeff Kreinik • Disneyland Resort• Zach Theatre
Paramount Theatre • Ballet Austin • Embassy Suites • Austin Boats & Motors • High 5 • Hoppin’ House • Texas Winos
Brewery Tour & Capital Cruises • Sea World San Antonio • Schlitterbahn New Braunfels • Blackbird Bakery • Bradford
Renaissance Portraits Corp. • Austin Creative Art Center • Life Ki-do • Old Pioneer Museum • Newk’s • Moonshine Grill •
Mecca • Empire BMX, Inc. • Bicycle Sport Shop • Poochie Trends Pet Bakery • Griffith Animal Hosp. • Dave’s Automotive • Capra
& Cavelli • Finley’s • Uchi • Happy Salon and Spa • Ballet Austin • Vintage Villas • Maudie’s • Painting with a Twist • Kendra Scott •
Armstrong Community Music School • CG Victory • Fantastic Magic Camp • Mind Lab • Joey Gonzalez • Karla Dunda • Stella Valdez
• Texas Rowing Center • Sticky Fingers Cooking • Ann and Jim Parker • University of Texas at Austin Athletic Department • Mint and
Thyme Holistic Medspa • TOC Medical Spa • Sage Acupuncture • Mary Kay • Luxe Apothetique • Belexa Medspa • Hiatus Spa • W Hotel

2015/16 Fundraising Wrap-Up

Our Mission
Excellence without
exclusivity.
What is St. Francis all about?
St. Francis School was founded in 1985
with a mission of providing
excellence in education without
exclusivity in admissions. The school
now serves 418 students, from preschool
to eighth grade, from a variety of
backgrounds and with a wide range of
learning abilities.
St. Francis School is an independent,
interdenominational school providing
high-quality education to its students.
The school is not affiliated with any
church or religious denomination or
other supporting organization.
St. Francis does not discriminate based
on religion, race, ethnicity, economics,
or academics. The target class size in
both elementary and middle school is
15 students. Students come from 65 zip
codes around Austin. By graduation,
most students test at least one full grade
level ahead of their actual grade.
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Foremost among our fundraising activities is the annual
fund drive for St. Francis School, held each school year
from October through December. This year’s Annual
Fund raised just over $180,000. Approximately 410
donors gave to this year’s drive, including parents, outside
donors, matching gifts from employers, and foundations.
During the 2015/16 school year, 99% of families made a
pledge to the Annual Fund! In the past, the Annual Fund
has provided items such as computers and school-wide
Internet access, library improvements, the Madeline
Anderson Middle School Library, a new playground, and
curriculum materials. Revenue from this year’s Annual
Fund Drive will go to support our teachers, scholarship
funds, campus and classroom resources. Tuition
scholarships come from three endowed fund: the Barbara
Porter Scholarship, the Douglas
Laycock Scholarship, and
the Doug Woodward
Scholarship.

The fall carnival, AKA “The Howl
After Dark,” a major volunteer
effort of both parents and
students, brought in over
$20,000 to supplement the
scholarship fund and teacher
training. Book fairs in
the fall and spring raised over
$10,000 in cash and book
donations for the Elementary
and Madeline Anderson Middle
School Libraries. There was also a
chili cook-off and garage sale in the fall, and Parents’
Nights Out throughout the year, all of which was raised
money for the 2016 Italy Fund, with the students
themselves significantly involved in fundraising activities.
This year, roughly $4,000 was raised for the 8th grade
Italy Fund. The annual Italy trip is not only fun, but an
incredible learning opportunity for students. Finally the
Spring Gala, just held in April 2016, was a major source of
funds, netting about $80,000, to fund
beautification projects in the
St. Francis students are heavily involved in philanthropy. Money is raised for
2016/17 school year. Money was
many different causes throughout the year. For the third year in a row, St.
also raised for the Athletics
Francis is proud to be one of 36 schools in the Austin area participating in the
Department through advertisements,
Legacy of Giving Program. Legacy of Giving’s guiding principle is to help
concessions, and gear sales. In 2012,
children realize that they can be a powerful force to make change in the
an athletic scholarship was founded
world around them by becoming philanthropists. Children learn that they
in honor of Coach Dustin Armstrong.
have the time, and the talents to promote awareness about different issues
Named the “Armstrong Athletic
in their local and global communities, and that together, they can make an
Scholarship,” the award honors
impact. Through Legacy of Giving, 7th graders lead the school in two major
Dustin’s dedication and commitment
fundraising initiatives. The first, in the fall, was to collect coats and cans for
to St. Francis students by supporting
Coats for Kids and the Capital Area Food Bank. In the spring, the kids focused
athletics at the school.
on health and nutrition. St. Francis students produced a Public Service
Announcement featuring 7th graders promoting healthy food choices.
The PSA was shown, along with PSAs from 30 other Legacy
schools! Students have also raised funds for Austin Pets Alive
and Helping Hand Home. Our students go above and beyond
to help our community.
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Board of Directors
Mary Marrero, President
Linda van Bavel, Vice President
Sharon Doerre, Secretary
Douglas Laycock, Treasurer
Barbara A. Porter, Ex-Oficio Head of School and Founder
Eric Bear
Daina Berry
Becky Bigler
Nicole Baines Dowd
Chuck Garner
Anshu Panicker
Laura Peveto
David Porter
Scott Turner
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Meet the Head of School
Barbara Porter occupies a special place in the
history and life of St. Francis School. She is
both Founder and Head of School, and her
vision of education and attention to each
student’s unique assets and needs has driven
the excellence for which St. Francis is known.
Barbara is British-born, raised and educated in
the north of England near the Yorkshire/
Lancashire border. After graduating from the
Victoria School of Education of Manchester
University, she taught in London for a short
time before taking a teaching position in the
United States.
Prior to moving to Austin, Barbara spent time
teaching in private schools in Indianapolis,
Indiana and Sacramento, California. She also
spent three years teaching English as a second
language in Zaragoza, Spain. Austin has been
her home for over thirty years. During
most of this time, she has been the Head of
School at St. Francis.

Barbara has volunteered for many years
for CASA (Court Appointed Special
Advocates) and Hospice Austin. She is a
graduate of the Leadership Austin class
of 2000. Currently, Barbara serves on the
Board of TAAPS (Texas Association of
Accredited Private Schools), and is the
TAAPS Commissioner of the Texas
Private School Accreditation
Commission. She is a member of “Town
& Gown,” and serves on the Board of
Trustees for St. David’s Foundation
Community Fund and St. David’s
Community Health Foundation
Initiatives.

Letter from St. Francis Board President
2015-16 was another busy, productive school year at St. Francis. After
many months of hard work and with a lot of help from teachers, staff,
parents, and students, the Board of Directors adopted a Strategic Plan
that will guide the school’s development over the next seven years.
Some of the plan’s recommendations have already been put into place,
including hiring a school counselor and a sign language teacher,
working to increase the school’s endowment, and establishing a fund
for the school’s maintenance and repair needs. The Board will continue
to oversee implementation of the Plan, including monitoring the
financial impact of those recommendations that have a monetary
component. The Strategic Plan is available for review on the school’s
website, www.stfrancis-school.org.
Once again, participation in school’s Annual Fund broke records, with
an incredible 99% of our families making gifts. Clearly, we’re going to
hit 100% this year! Together with the Annual Fund,
the Howl, the Spring Gala and other fundraisers throughout the year
raised over $180,000 for classroom resources, scholarships, technology
upgrades, and teacher training. We also had a very successful “paddles
up” auction at the Gala, raising money for repairing signage on campus
and painting the Laycock School Building (which was completed over
the summer of 2016). Finally, the Chili Cook-off, the garage sale and
Parents’ Nights Out raised funds for another incredible trip to Italy for
our eighth graders.
St. Francis celebrated its 30th birthday in 2015, and it’s amazing to
contemplate the changes that have occurred in that time. From a
student body of 50, housed in a single, converted office building, to 418
students occupying an expanded, renovated building with a state-ofthe art gym and Learning Center, the school truly has come a long way.
But what hasn’t changed in those 30 years is the spirit of love, tolerance
and diversity – the “excellence without exclusivity” -- that makes St.
Francis such a special place. And of course, that has everything to do
with you, the amazing St. Francis community. We are so lucky to have
parents, grandparents, relatives and friends who give their time, energy,
and financial support to make St. Francis
a better place for our kids. On behalf of the Board of Directors,
THANK YOU for everything you do! St. Francis wouldn’t be St.
Francis without you.
All the best,
Mary Marrero
St. Francis Board President

Financial Information

Revenue -$4,937,381.00

Expense - $4,435,711.00

2015/16 Financial Information
Current Assets:
Cash

$1,378,491.00

Other Current Assets:
Acct. Receivables

$8,132.00

Non-Current Assets:
Fixed Assets

$5,150,357.00

Operating Reserve

$361,839.00

Endowment Acct

$337,603.00

Total Assets:

$7,458,963.00

Current Liabilities:
Acct. Payables

$23,106.00

Prepaid Tuition

$175,188.00

Current Liabilities

$241,936.00

Non-Current Liabilities:
Long-Term Debt
Total Liabilities:

$1,152,092.00
$1,394,028.00

31 years of service: Here’s what
you’ve helped us achieve

• Over 5,650 students served
• 800 years of combined teaching experience
• Over $1,000,000 raised in a 2010 Capital Campaign for an
upgraded and expanded campus
• Launched multi-year Scholarship Endowment Campaign
• Released 2016 Strategic Plan
• Accreditation by the Texas Alliance of Accredited Private Schools
•
•
•
•
•
•

2015/16 School Year

$4,000,000 annual operating budget
502 Donors
134 Volunteers
2015 Spring Enrollment: 400 students
Pre-K: 22 K-5th: 224 6th-8th: 154
50 Faculty/Staff Members

SFS Student Body Characteristics
Ethnic Diversity
13% - African American
11% - Hispanic
9% - Asian
67% - Caucasian
45% - Female students
55% - Male students
3% - Same-sex parents

Financial Diversity
25% - Students on scholarship

