November 1, 2017
UPCOMING EVENTS AT HIGHLAND OAKS

FROM THE HOPTSA PRESIDENT…
Dear Highland Oaks Families,

Tue, Nov 7

Wed, Nov 8

Picture Day Make-Up

Highland Oaks Friendsgiving
MPR and Lunch Pavilion
5:30 PM – 8:30 PM

Thur, Nov 9

Minimum Day

Fri, Nov 10

Veteran’s Day- No School

Mon-Fri Nov
20-24t

Thanksgiving Break

Tue, Nov 28

PTA Meeting @8:45am

The Highland Oaks Master Calendar is
available at www.ho.ausd.net, please click on
Highland Oaks Calendar.

Last week the students celebrated Red Ribbon Week and we
are grateful to Claudia Valenzuela for arranging a fun week of
awareness activities.

We are also thankful to Matt Taylor and all those that helped
with the Family Math Game Night. Everyone seemed to be
having a lot of fun and it was great to see parents involved in
the play. Games are such a great way to help our kids
learn. I hope you all make an extra effort to spend time with
your kids playing and learning together. I know I will.
Speaking of gratitude, welcome to the month of
Thanksgiving! Today is a great day to begin this month by
expressing your gratitude to those around you and to ponder
on the many ways we are blessed as Americans.

“To express gratitude is gracious and honorable, to enact
gratitude is generous and noble, but to live with gratitude ever
in our hearts is to touch heaven.” Thomas Monson
“It is not happy people who are thankful, it is thankful people
who are happy” Bonnie Parkin
Have a wonderful week!
Angie Jensen
HOPTSA president

Google Training Session with AUSD teachers, Mrs.
Jessica Vannasdall and Mrs. Costarella during the last PTSA
meeting gave parents the opportunity to learn the same skills
their children are learning in class. Parents set-up and
navigated Google accounts to create a virtual file cabinet. It
allows them to share and edit docs in real time.

Share a meal with fellow HO
families all while supporting the
Music Program. See pg 6.

Pumpkins Take Over the MPR in an Unusual
Lineup of Cuddly, Creepy and Fantastical

Beware-They Have a Life of
Their Own

Creatures and Characters Come to Life at
Annual Halloween Parade

HOPTSA would like to thank Volunteers:
Marinda Tu for her time and an awesome job chairing Reflections!
Amy Liu for dedicating her time as room rep and helping in classrooms!

Foundations in Art
The first lesson of the school year for all grades is
the self-portrait. Each class uses a different media
such as charcoal, acrylic, or collage. Here is Mrs.
Stogsdill’s 3rd grade class.

Firefighters Make Their Annual
Visit to Talk about Fire Safety

Coffee talk with
Kris Johnson
Mrs. Johnson is our school librarian. She spreads
her love of reading and answers the perineal
question “where can I find the book about …”
What you do like about your job? My favorite
time of the day is when I read to the TK-2nd and
special needs classes. I also like decorating the
library for the different seasons.
How long have you been with the District? I
have been at HO for 17 years. Before HO, I was
involved with a grant program called “Special
Friends” and was a Title 1 aide for Camino Grove.
Can you tell us about yourself?
I grew up on a farm in Atkinson, Illinois,
population 900. I have fond memories of my
childhood there and still go back to visit My
family raised cattle, hogs, and chickens and grew
corn and soybeans. I’m married with four grown
children and am adjusting to an empty nest. I
love to sew, walk and watch UCLA Football
games. My daughter converted me to a fan
when she played snare drums for the UCLA
Marching Band.
What happened to Accelerated Reader? AUSD is
adopting a new metric called Lexile Level.
https://lexile.com
Announcements?
Book Battles has started for the 3,4,5th grades.
The book lists are available in the library. April
will be the gameshow among classes.

Highland Oaks Scrip News
Get a chance to win $100
For every $300.00 spent in the month of November,
you have an opportunity to win $100.00 of your
choice of Scrip! Support Highland Oaks and BUY SCRIP
TODAY!
What is Scrip: It is an opportunity to raise money for the Arcadia
Educational Foundation. Instead of going to the grocery store to
buy gift cards you can purchase gift cards at the school office. A
portion of your purchase
(2.5%-14% of purchase price
depending on the business) will go back to supporting Arcadia
Schools.
Popular gift cards include: Starbucks,
Target, ARCO, Nordstrom, Macy’s,
Home Depot, Panera, Walmart, 99
Ranch, Whole Foods, Arcadia Super
Market, Sprout’s, Marshalls, iTunes,
See’s Candy, Kohl’s and Vons.
Check out the full list of available gift
cards in the school office. Cindy and
Jenny can help you.

