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Service of Thanksgiving
for Trinity’s School
May 21st will be a very special Sunday as we stop to give thanks to our
Heavenly Father for blessings He has bestowed to our community over 137
years through our K-8 school. The service of thanksgiving will be held
at our 10:50 a.m. worship service on May 21, and will be followed by
a lunch on the school’s soccer field. We will be honoring our faculty
and students, and praying for their future endeavors. An opportunity
to give a love offering for the faculty will also be provided
during the service.
Please make plans to attend this service of Thanksgiving.
We will be announcing more details as they are finalized.

National Day of Prayer Service at 12 p.m. (Noon) on
Thursday, May 4th, in Trinity’s Sanctuary.
Trinity’s National Day of Prayer Service is scheduled
for 12 p.m. (Noon) on Thursday, May 4th, in our Sanctuary.
Please mark your calendars and set this time as something
vital and important to do and come to share in this Prayer
Service. Bring someone with you and come and pray and
then head out to your favorite lunch spot!
Let us all gather together to lift up our Nation and
all of the many needs we have for our Country, for the
Church and for the World for our gracious God’s blessing
in the name of our beautiful Savior Jesus Christ. May this
National Day of Prayer Service touch and bless all our
hearts and souls with the Holy Spirit’s power and peace through Christ our Lord and encourage us as people of
faith and citizens of this great land. To God be all the glory!

Dr. Paul Maier Leads “Luther and the Reformation”
Seminar on June 3rd at Trinity
On Saturday, June 3rd, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:15 p.m., we will have Dr. Paul
Maier with us to take us through a very informative and exciting Reformation
Seminar! Cost for this seminar is only $20.00 to defray the cost of snacks and
lunch. You may sign up at the Welcome Center on Sunday mornings or call the
church office at 713.224.0684 and talk to Rollin Cattau during the week.
The Protestant Reformation of the 16th century was the great gateway between
the Medieval and Modern worlds. It was a spiritual revolution that affects us
dramatically to the present day, a time of violence and yet spiritual peace, of
barbaric intolerance and yet cultural progress, all of which set the stage for what
we enjoy today.
The topics to be covered by Dr. Maier in this seminar include: Reformers before the Reformation, The Young
Luther, One Man Against the World, and The Spread of the Reformation.
Here’s more about Dr. Maier’s teaching, ministry, writing and life serving our Lord Jesus Christ:
Dr. Paul L. Maier is Professor of Ancient History (em.) at Western Michigan University, a four-term Vice
President of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and a much-published author of both scholarly and popular
works. His novels include two historical documentaries: Pontius Pilate and The Flames of Rome, as well as
a theological thriller that became #1 national bestseller in religious fiction, A Skeleton in God’s Closet. The
sequels, More Than a Skeleton and The Constantine Codex completed the trilogy.
His non-fiction works include In the Fullness of Time, a book that correlates sacred with secular evidence
from the ancient world impinging on Jesus and early Christianity; Josephus—The Essential Works, a new
translation/commentary on writings of the first-century Jewish historian; and Eusebius—The Church History,
a similar book on the first Christian historian. Maier’s latest work is a new edition of Foxe’s Book of Martyrs,
the famed best-seller of the Reformation Era. More than five million Maier books are now in print in twenty
languages, as well as over 300 scholarly articles and reviews in professional journals.
Dr. Maier lectures widely, appears frequently in national radio, television, and newspaper interviews, and
has received numerous awards. He has also penned seven children’s books, and hosted six video series dealing
with Jesus, St. Paul, the early church, the Bible, and current Christianity.
He married his wife, Joan, in 1967, and they have four daughters, all of whom live in southwestern Michigan.
We look forward to Dr. Maier’s return visit with another exciting seminar as he makes Reformation history
come alive in his presentations.

Trinity Ministry Fair - May 21
The upcoming Trinity Ministry Fair will be held Sunday, May 21, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Sponsored by the Mission MAT, this event will offer a way for members and guests to
learn about, and become involved in all the opportunities we have here at Trinity. Perhaps
we’ll even discover new ones. Each Ministry group or MAT will have a table with
information about their mission and a way for you to sign up and get involved. Come
talk to the Elders, leaders, and volunteers about what they’re doing and how you can
help. We hope the Ministry Fair will encourage you to find a place where you can
participate and find a renewed sense of belonging and commitment to sharing God’s
grace through friendship, service, and love.
For even as the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give His
life for many.” Mark 10:45.
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Pastor David will Lead our Mission Trip to Tanzania:
June 18-29, 2017
Pastor David will be leading our Mission Trip to Tanzania: June 18-29,
2017, in place of Pastor Dorn due to responsibilities and commitments of
his office as Senior Pastor.
Right now, we have a team of three signed up and committed to
going: Sherry and Travis Johnson and Pastor David.
We can take up to 15-20 people on this great spiritual adventure and
life-changing opportunity to share the saving love of Jesus with people
in Tanzania who have never heard of Jesus!
We are at the point of preparing for this Mission Trip and will soon
be meeting to encourage one another, receive training from Pastor Keith
Screws from e3 Partners, and begin to pray for the Holy Spirit’s success in
sharing the saving love of Jesus Christ through this team.
WE NEED YOU! We need you for this trip now so that we have many hearts and
hands to love and serve and share Jesus in June!
WE NEED YOU! We need you now so that after it’s all said and done and we have come back to Trinity,
we can ask ourselves two very important questions: Is the Holy Spirit leading us as a congregation to go back
there? Is this the place where our Lord Jesus Christ wants us to invest ourselves and go deeper with His people
there as He extends His Gospel reach all the way from Houston to Tanzania?
We need you to pray hard! Pray fast! And respond to the leading of the Holy Spirit in your heart and life by
connecting with either Dr. Alanna Bree, alannabree@sbcglobal.net, chair of Trinity’s Mission Ministry Action
Team or with Pastor David, dleeland@trinitydt.org or on his cell: 281.798.4089.
We look forward to connecting with you and to a great Mission Trip in June!
Lord Jesus, You commanded us to Go! Make Disciples! And, to love one another as You have loved us! May
Your Holy Spirit stir our hearts and give us joy and courage to GO! and SHARE! And, may the light of Your love
shine ever more brightly in our hearts and lives and make a difference here in Houston and there in Tanzania in
Your saving name. Amen.
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Prayers and Promises by Pastor David Leeland
Christ is RISEN! He is RISEN, INDEED! Alleluia!

What’s your favorite Resurrection Scripture? Is it Mary speaking
to our risen Lord Jesus when she thought He was the gardener and had
moved His body? How about the two disciples on the way to Emmaus
on Easter afternoon when Jesus appeared and walked with them on the
way explaining the Scriptures to them? Or maybe, it’s Easter night when
Thomas wasn’t there and Jesus came and stood in the Upper Room with
them and showed them His hands and side or the next Sunday night
when Thomas was there and Jesus came and stood among them once
more? There’s also the time Peter and the other disciples went back to
Galilee and went fishing and just like the first time this happened with
Jesus, they fished all night and caught nothing. Like the first time, Jesus tells them to drop their net on the right
side of the boat and the catch has the net stretched with such a large catch that it’s almost bursting. Each one
of these Scriptures sends a thrill in my heart just thinking about how huge Christ’s resurrection is! It’s lifechanging and life-shattering in its impact and effect upon the world and for all humanity. God really did love
the world so much that He gave His only Son! God really does love you so much in Jesus!
Many years ago while still drilling as an active Reserve Navy Chaplain, I went to a chaplains’ conference
in New Haven, Connecticut right after Easter that year. A fellow Lutheran Chaplain was giving the devotional
message at the start of our conference and he shared his Easter sermon that he had just preached for his
congregation. The title of it was, “ET, RA, MS!”
In his sermon, he shared with us that ET stands for Empty Tomb accounts. The Scriptures first start with
the report that the Tomb is EMPTY with the angels telling the women that He is not here, He has risen just as
He said.
Then the Scriptures continue with RA, Resurrection Appearances, where Jesus repeatedly appeared to the
disciples over and over again throughout the 40 days leading up to His Ascension to His throne of glory and
power in heaven. Jesus appeared to individuals, to small groups, to the Ten and then the Eleven, all the way up
to more than 500 of the faithful at one time.
As a devotional exercise, I recently put together a file of all the Resurrection Scriptures of our Lord Jesus
Christ in sequence using an old compendium of the Gospels for my guide. The file is 10 pages long! That’s
how deep and wide the evidence and witness of faith is to our Lord Jesus Christ’s victory over sin, death and the
power of the devil!
And so, we have ET, Empty Tomb accounts, and RA, Resurrection Appearances, which leads us to MS, My
Story!
MS, My Story, is all about the impact of the Gospel and the working of the Holy Spirit in our hearts with
saving faith, forgiveness of sins, and eternal life in Christ Jesus! MS, My Story, what is Your Story, Your
Witness of Faith, Your testimony to the Truth that Jesus Christ lives, that He truly and really is the Resurrection
and the Life, that no one comes to the Father except through Him?
If Jesus is your Lord and Savior, then you have a story to tell and to share. You have His wonderful love
to give and His power to serve and make a difference with your life. Each one of us has an MS, a My Story to
share!
I will be leading Trinity’s Mission Trip to Tanzania June 18th-29th. Please join me in this great spiritual
adventure and life-changing mission to support two remnant Lutheran congregations there. Together, we will
bring the Gospel to a part of their country that has never heard of Jesus!
This will be a great spiritual adventure for all who go because you are literally allowing the LORD to take
you out of your normal routine and everyday life to the other side of the world to do things that are focused on
one thing, sharing Jesus and serving with His love!
(Continued on next page)
4 - Trinity Today

This will be life-changing! Life-changing for you! You will come back stronger and deeper in Jesus! You
will come back different, now a world traveler with a greater perspective on our world and what the LORD is
doing in the world through His Church. And, it will be life-changing for the people Jesus connects you with to
share His saving love! There will be people whom the Holy Spirit touches through you and the Spirit of God
will be taking them out of darkness into the light and love of Jesus!
When I think of Christ’s Resurrection Victory and the power of the Holy Spirit poured out on us all at
Pentecost, I can’t think of a better or greater way to put our faith and the power of God together into action then
to heed our Lord’s command to Go! Make disciples of all nations!
Won’t you join me and Sherry and Travis Johnson as we go to Tanzania? Connect with me on my cell:
281.798.4089 or email me at dleeland@trinitydt.org so we can talk and pray together in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

Lord Jesus, Your resurrection from the dead and Your victory over the devil and payment for sin with Your
blood shed on the Cross changes everything for the world and for me. Lead me into deeper faith, hope and love
in You by the power of Your Holy Spirit and give me joy in sharing You and serving You with my life both near
and far, however You lead to the glory of our heavenly Father. Amen.
Christ is RISEN! He is RISEN, INDEED! Alleluia!

You’re Welcome
It’s not just a response for thank you; it’s how we
would like all Trinity members and visitors to feel when
they visit His house of worship. If you like to meet new
people or if you’ve felt somewhat disconnected lately,
volunteering as a greeter is sure to add an extra lift in your
worship experience.
Through the online Trinity Community Builder, you can
join the Greeters Group and sign up for a week that suits
you. Go to the Trinity website (www.trinitydt.org) and the
application is under the “Connect” menu tab or call Cynthia
Roney at 281.460.4263 for help in getting started.

Mother’s Day Corsage Fund Raiser
Houston Lutherans For Life (HLFL) is taking preorders on Sunday, May 7, for beautiful Mother’s Day
orchid corsages. Cost for each corsage is $10 with
proceeds benefitting HLFL. Corsages may be picked up
on Mother’s Day, May 14.

Church Work Day - May 6
All hands are needed on May 6 at 8:30 a.m. to
help spruce up our church grounds. Please bring paint
brushes and shovels.
Call Faye Faszholz at 713.723.1671 to let her know
you can help.

2017 GOVERNING BOARD
Dag Calafell
Pat Cleary
Kim Davis (Vice Chair)
Delvin Dennis (Elder)
Pastor Michael Dorn
Bill Fischer (Elder)
Bo Hopmann
Dan Krueger (Elder)
Steve Maynard (Chair/Elder)
Jean Minsch (Secretary)
Joshua Rodriguez (Elder)
Brad Vieselmeyer
Minutes of the Governing Board
are available to our members at the
Welcome Center.
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Sunday Worship in May has Special Services in both the
Sanctuary and the Gym!
We begin May by completing the Case For Christ series in both the
Sanctuary and the Gym. Starting May 14th, Modern Worship in the Gym
starts a new preaching series based on some much beloved children’s books:
“I Love You Forever,” Goodnight Moon,” “The Very Hungry Caterpillar,”
and “Curious George.” In the Sanctuary, we continue our occasional series
on the Stained Glass Windows with the David Window on May 14th.
Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)		
Modern Worship (Gym)
May 7th

Case For Christ Series		Case For Christ Series
“Explaining the Good News		“Explaining the Good News
of Jesus Christ”		of Jesus Christ”

May 14th (Mother’s Day)

Window to the World		Children’s Books
“David – Psalm 23”		“I Love You Forever”

May 21st

“Servant Love in Action” (8:15)		“Servant Love in Action”
Service of Thanksgiving (10:50)

May 28th (Memorial Day)

Window to the World
Children’s Books
“St. Peter”		“Goodnight Moon”

May the light and love of Jesus shine brightly in our hearts and lives through the power of His Resurrection.
Amen. To God be all the glory! Amen.

“Joining Jesus on His Mission” Bible Study
Jesus is on a mission. He has been sent by the Father to redeem
and restore all things. Many years ago, Jesus commissioned His
disciples to join Him in the mission of leading people into relationship
with Him. Jesus has called us to be His followers too, and we have
the same privilege to be on mission with Him.
You’ve heard pastor and author Greg Finke speak at Trinity
Downtown and share about what it means to join “Jesus on His
Mission.” How do we join Him in this mission where we live, work
and go to school? It’s simpler than you think and a lot of fun.
Beginning on Sunday, May 21st, Pastor Michael Dorn will be
leading a six-week Bible study based on the new video curriculum
developed by Pastor Finke. The class will meet in Room 123 at 9:30
a.m. each week.
Here’s what you can expect from the class: Each week a key
insight from Pastor Finke’s book Joining Jesus on His Mission will
be introduced, then there will be time in the class for discussion of
the topic and there will also be an opportunity to identify and write down what you think you will do as a result
of what was presented and discussed. The goal of the class is to help you begin or enhance your involvement in
Jesus’ redemptive mission.
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Be in the Word
Adult Bible Classes - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
“Case For Christ” - Led by Pastor Dorn - Room 123
Pastor Dorn will be leading a four-week Bible study based on the motion picture and the book, Case for Christ,
by Lee Strobel.

“How to Rejoice in Any Situation” - Led by Jim Cleary’s Team - Room 233
Joy is found in the strangest places: in hospital rooms where patients are weak from surgery; around a dinner
table when a husband announces he has been laid off; in a household where every waking moment is filled with
laundry, cleaning, shopping, and cooking. Situations like these are hardly “fun,” but they can be surprising
occasions of joy. This Bible study helps you discover how to rejoice in any situation. Discussion oriented.
“Mere Christianity” by C. S. Lewis - Led by Christian Messa’s and Josh Rodriguez’s Team - Room 211
In the classic Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis explores the common ground upon which all of those of Christian
faith stand together. Bringing together Lewis’ legendary broadcast talks during World War Two from his three
previous books The Case for Christianity, Christian Behavior, and Beyond Personality, Mere Christianity
provides an unequaled opportunity for believers and nonbelievers alike to hear this powerful apologetic for the
Christian faith.

“Reading Your Bible In One Year” - Led by Pastor Leeland’s Team - Room 209
This Bible class is designed to support and encourage you in your journey through the Scriptures. It will be a
spiritual journey from Genesis to Revelation! Through your daily readings, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
will meet you in His Word. You will get to know Him and our Heavenly Father in deeper ways by the powerful
working of the Holy Spirit through the Word!
“Study of the Book of Acts” - Led by Bill Fischer’s Team - Room 201
ACTS is the story of how the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ grew from a small group of uneducated people
hiding from the Jewish religious leaders and spread throughout the Western world into Rome, the center of that
world. As told by Luke it begins with Peter at Pentecost and then follows the travels of the reformed Pharisee,
Saul/Paul.

Kids Bible Time/Youth Bible Classes - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Age 3 through 3rd grade meet in Kids Park (Mary/Martha Hall in basement) for opening
Pre-K (ages 3 and 4) - Basement Nursery Room
K - 3rd Grade - Basement

4th-5th Grade - Room 207, 2nd floor

6th-7th Grade - Room 208, 2nd floor

8th-12th Grade - Underground Student Center (basement)

Adult Midweek Bible Studies
Tuesday Women’s Bible Study - “Gospel of St. Luke”
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. - Room 205 - Women’s Bible Study led by Audrey Black
Wednesday Women’s Bible Study - “One God: Many gods, a Study on Cults”
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. - Gathering Space - Women’s Bible Study led by Jan Case
Wednesday Women’s Bible Study - “The Armor of God”
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. - Rm 205 - Women’s Bible Study led by Mary Oliver
Sonrise Bible Study
Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. - Room 124 - Led by Pastor Black
TnT - 20s and 30s Group Bible Study
Current Study: “The Means of Grace” - Meets 1st and 3rd Fridays at 7:30 p.m. - off site. Contact Rachel and Dag
Calafell at rachel.calafell@gmail.com or 832.389.8998 for more information.
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Trinity Prays! Prayers for God’s Blessings!
We have before us as a congregation many challenges and opportunities in our mission and ministry of the
Gospel. Here are some prayers for you to use in praying for the LORD’S blessings upon Trinity congregation:
For the Celebration of Ministry and the Closure of our School.
Heavenly Father, we give You thanks and praise for 137 years of educational ministry
in Downtown Houston through our School. Thank You for all the blessings poured
into our students and families in the saving love of Jesus. Thank You for faithful and
dedicated service and sacrifice by the many teachers of our school over the years. And
thank You, especially for how so many lives were touched and blessed in Jesus through
our School. Give us joy as we celebrate the ministry of our School and give us grace as
we close our School for the time being knowing that You are already ahead of us in how
present and future ministry takes shape and goes forward for Your glory in the name of
Jesus. Amen.

For our Taskforce researching, planning and praying for our School’s future opening in the years ahead.
Heavenly Father, in all the researching, planning, and praying that our Taskforce will give as we seek Your
will for the future and the possibilities of a new and fresh start for our School in years ahead, we pray for the
endowment of Your Holy Spirit and the grace and wisdom of our Lord Jesus Christ that You would guide every
step and direct every decision and action for Your good and glory and for Your plans and purposes so that in
every way our congregation is strengthened to reach Downtown Houston and our community with the saving
love of Jesus Christ and that many may experience His light and love and new life; in Jesus’ powerful name we
pray. Amen.

For the growth and development of our Early Childhood Center.
Heavenly Father, we thank You for the growing and developing ministry of our Early Childhood Center and
we praise You for the infants, toddlers and young children You have given us to care for and grow in Jesus and
in their human development. We praise You for young families and their extended families that make it possible
for their little ones to be blessed through our Early Childhood Center. We pray You to expand our ability to bless
more and more families and to extend the full range of our ministries to their care and growth in Christ’s saving
love. Especially, we pray for the love and joy of Jesus to permeate our Early Childhood Center so that every
family, every marriage, every child and every teacher and staff are blessed and filled with Christ’s love and joy.
May Your Holy Spirit empower us with the peace of Jesus to Your glory, Father. Amen.
For Dr. Paul Maier’s Reformation Seminar at Trinity on June 3rd.
Heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for the healing of Jesus given to Dr. Maier since last October and
we praise You for Dr. Maier being healthy and strong again to resume his teaching ministry. Bless his time with
us in June that we all may gain greater insight and appreciation of the Reformation in this year being the 500th
Anniversary of the Nailing of the 95 Theses to the Wittenburg Church door. You restored the light of Your grace
in Jesus Christ through the Reformation and we pray that the light of Christ and His saving love may shine forth
in all we say and do by Your Spirit’s presence and power in our lives through Word and Sacrament in the strong
name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

For our June 18th-29th Mission Trip to Tanzania.
Heavenly Father, by Your Holy Spirit direct our hearts with eagerness, joy and courage to hear the call of
Jesus to Go! Make Disciples! And, may You give Your blessing and benediction on our June Mission Trip to
Tanzania with power in the Gospel to share Jesus and to serve others with His saving love and with Your angels’
protection that every day of this Mission Trip may be a day filled to the brim with the grace of Jesus and many
come to know Christ as Lord and Savior through our Mission team’s witness in Christ Jesus in sharing His
Gospel’s Good News, in Jesus’ saving name, we pray. Amen.
(Continued on next page.)
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For Joining Jesus On His Mission right here in Houston, Texas.
Heavenly Father, we praise and thank You that every day can be a day for new life and love in Jesus as we
become a people intent on Joining Jesus On His Mission right here in Houston, Texas. We thank You for Pastor
Greg and Susan Finke and for how You put on their hearts this wonderful way of engaging with Jesus in sharing
our faith by being good neighbors, making friends and having the eyes to see, the ears to hear and the heart
open to being Jesus’ hands and feet, sharing Jesus with our neighbors as You give opportunity. Bless the Bible
Class Pastor Dorn will lead to further assist us in this process. Bless how our current Bible Studies will help
us to engage in the process of opening our eyes, ears and hearts that others may see, hear and receive Christ in
their hearts. To You be all the glory in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen.

For the Calling of a Youth Minister to strengthen our ministries to children, teenagers and young adults.
Heavenly Father, You already have the right one picked out and selected to be the next ministry leader for
our youth, children and young adults. Lead us by Your Spirit to the person You have already prepared to join
us in joyfully sharing Christ’s saving love with all people now, and especially to young people. Lead us to this
person and lead this person to us and connect us up for the joy of Jesus and all the blessings You desire to pour
out in strengthening and expanding this ministry in the name of Jesus. Amen.
For more and more of us to engage in Sunday Morning Bible Study and Sunday School.
Heavenly Father, You have poured Your Gospel dynamite power into Your Word. Lead us all to hunger and
thirst for Jesus in Your Word and satisfy our hearts and souls with Christ Jesus, the Bread from Heaven, and with
Your Holy Spirit, the Living Water, that we may encourage one another in Your Word and grow strong together
in our Lord Jesus Christ for all the good You would do in us and through us in the name of Jesus. Amen.
For strength and power in all of Trinity’s Ministries.
Heavenly Father, we need You and Your strength and power in Your Word and Spirit in all of our ministries,
in all of our groups, in all of our projects, in all of our members, families, individuals and marriages, we need
You in every one and in every way through our Lord Jesus Christ, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.
And to these we encourage you to add your own prayers for our Nation, for the Armed Forces, for all
First Responders, for the Church all around the world and for our beloved Synod, and for all the nations
of the world; as well as for healing and grace in our Lord Jesus Christ for our Homebound, those in the
hospital, those listed for strength and healing in our Worship Folders, and for all whom the Lord has
placed on your hearts to pray.
Heavenly Father, hear us as we give You all the petitions of our hearts . . . .

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Christ is RISEN! He is RISEN, INDEED! Alleluia!

Thank You Prayer Warriors
A huge thank you to the 19 prayer warriors who silently prayed at Planned
Parenthood Tuesday, March 14th. Thanks to: Linda Banes, Pastor and Audrey
Black, Lee Born, Jan Case, Thelma Deterling, Bill and Trina Fischer, Cindy
Garza, Nena Gebhardt, Delmas Heinke, Anthony Humphrey, Pastor Leeland,
Lorraine McKinney, Ethelene Marshall, Jean Minsch, Gary and Ruth Schmidt
and Daler Schramm. I believe that even one baby was saved that day - God be
praised!!! God gave us a beautiful day - and He heard us!!
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Spring Cleaning Our Hearts
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” (Psalm 51:10)
Spring is finally here and we have that urge to make everything
in our home clean and in order. The buds are coming out on the
trees, birds are chirping, daffodils are beginning to bloom, and
baseball is in full swing.
We try to bring this newness into our homes by cleaning out
closets and drawers, throwing away items we haven’t looked at in
a year or two but saved “just in case.” Sometimes it’s necessary to
do the same thing with our spiritual houses. All of us grow stale
sometimes and need a spiritual freshening up. As Christians, we
need to be reminded of “Who” is living in our spiritual houses.
The Bible says in (1 Corinthians 6:19): “Or do you not know
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom
you have from God?” Things get tucked away in the recesses of
our spiritual closets that aren’t needed. We accumulate grime and
dirt on our spiritual floors and walls. So, sometimes it is necessary
to turn our spiritual homes upside down and clean them inside
and out in order to present our bodies “a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your spiritual worship” as it
says in Romans 12:1.
So, let’s roll up our sleeves and get to work! What is it we need
to do in order to spruce up our spiritual homes? Only you know the
areas that need to be worked on in your own individual life. What can use improvement? Evaluate what you say
and do and think. Is it pleasing to the Lord? “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” (Colossians 3:17)
Are there things in your life that are just junk and cluttering up your life? Are there things getting in your
way of serving Christ to your greatest potential? Are things like worry, anger, gossip, and bad habits cluttering
up your life? If it’s something you should keep in your life then it will pass the guidelines our Lord tells us in
(Philippians 4:8): “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy
of praise, think about these things.”
When you clean your house you gather tools such as scrub brushes, mops and brooms. All you need to clean
your spiritual house is one thing—the Word of God. It is your all-purpose cleaning tool and contains everything
you’ll need. “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the
division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the
heart.” (Hebrews 4:12)
God gives us His Word and His precious forgiveness but we have to use them to keep our lives clean. I know
when I finish cleaning my house, I look around and say I’ll never let the clutter pile up that high again and I’m
determined not to let it. Same is true for our spiritual house. We are sinners and the only way to keep our spiritual
houses clean is by feasting on God’s Word and asking the Holy Spirit to continually work in our lives.
“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.” (Galatians 5:16)
Stephen Ministers at Trinity are here for you. They are dedicated, caring and supportive. They offer
confidential, love and prayer in time of need. If you are lonely, depressed, separated or divorced, Homebound,
grieving the loss of a loved one, dying, experiencing the loss of a job or financial setback, or just need a friend
to talk to, please call Pastor David Leeland at 713.229.2916 or email him at dleeland@trinitydt.org and he or
one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders will assist you.
								Linda Gray, Stephen Minister
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Stephen Ministers to be Comissioned
Congratulations to the newest Stephen Ministers, Jeff Fradette, Roseann Gamez,
Anthony Humphrey, Chuck Ridley and Rod Rodriguez, who will be commissioned on May
21. After an intense 50 hours of initial training, they are ready, willing and able to walk in
Christian love alongside those who are hurting or in need of someone to listen.

Mats for the Homeless
Did you know that with
some simple steps you can
turn grocery/department store
sacks into “plarn” which can
be crocheted into 3’x 6’ mats to
protect the homeless from the
natural elements of the hot and
cold ground?
There are numerous ways
you can help:
1) Collect and recycle
clean sacks and bring them to
Ball of plarn.
the collection bin under the
stairs in the foyer.
2) Cut loops and connect them to make the plarn.
3) Crochet the plarn into the mats.
If you are interested in helping please contact: Kathleen
Mat crocheted from plastic bags.
Schmidt (schmidt5659@sbc.net), Gloria Woelfel (glowfay@
gmail.com), or Sherri Schroeder (sherrischroeder83@gmail.
com).
Projects can be done at home or in groups at church.
Many hands are needed to make this happen - especially needed are people who can crochet.

Big Thank You!
The Ladies Circle Ministries thanks everyone who baked, helped, and supported
the Easter Goodies Sale on Sunday, April 16th, benefiting the Good Samaritan Lutheran
Home in Cypress and for those who made kits and quilts for Lutheran World Relief
which works with Lutherans and partners around the world to end poverty, injustice
and human suffering. Both mission projects were very successful!

BOARD OF ELDERS - CONTACT INFORMATION
Delvin Dennis .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ddennis@entouch.net.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Bill Fischer.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . bfisch@aol.com. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Dan Krueger .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . dwkrueger5@yahoo.com .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Steve Maynard .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . smaynard@durwoodgreene.com .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Joshua Rodriguez.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . joshrodriguez@hotmail.com.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

281.415.8787
713.827.8664
901.258.4029
281.799.9600
713.861.4046
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Beware of Do-It-Yourself Orthodontics
Consumer Alert

I’ve had this information for several months and then I received an email on the same subject and decided
this information is very important to share from the American Association of Orthodontists.
Unbelievably, thousands of online videos offer purported “advice” and “instructions” on do-it-yourself
(DIY) orthodontic care. The proliferation of misinformation led the American Association of Orthodontics
to issue this consumer alert:
“Beware of Internet videos and websites which encourage people to try and straighten their own teeth.
Moving teeth without a thorough examination of the overall health of the teeth and gums could result in the
permanent loss of teeth, which may result in expensive and lifelong dental problems.” If you aren’t aware,
orthodontists receive 2-3 years of specialized instruction beyond dental school which gives them the specialty
in straightening teeth and aligning the bite.
So, here are some helpful instructions that can make us more observant of our students and young family
members. Here are signs to watch for that indicates a student may be attempting DIY orthodontics:
• “Foreign objects around the teeth, including paper clips, rubber bands, dental floss or the backs of
earrings glued to the teeth
• Extruded upper front teeth
• Loose permanent teeth, especially upper front teeth
• Swollen or bleeding gums
• Unexplained oral or facial discomfort”
If you encounter or observe these signs in a student/family member and confirm that the individual is
engaging in DIY orthodontic care, please alert the parent/guardian or talk to the family member about the risks
of permanent and lifelong dental problems that can arise from DIY orthodontic care and then suggest or make
an appointment for consultation with an orthodontist.
YOU CAN FIND MORE INFORMATION at American Association of Orthodontists consumer
website: www.mylifemysmile.org/#consumer-alert.
“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of
God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.” 1 John 4:7-8
Julie Bertrand, R.N.

Lutheran Witness Distribution
We are modifying the method we use to distribute copies of the Lutheran Witness
to our congregation. Effective with the June 2017 issue, copies of the Lutheran Witness
will be available for you to pick up when you come to a worship service, very similar to
the way copies of the Portals of Prayer are made available. Copies of Lutheran Witness
will no longer be mailed directly to your home. If you wish to continue receiving the
Lutheran Witness at your home via mail, you may subscribe directly to the magazine
by going to www.cph.org, click on subscriptions and then on Lutheran Witness. The
magazine is available in print and online for subscribers.

Boxer Drive
The Star of Hope has reached out to Trinity members. They are in critical need of men’s
boxers, size medium to 3X. If you would like to donate please place in the container under the
stairs in the foyer.
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Ladies Circle Ministries
The monthly meeting of Trinity Ladies Circle Ministries will be held at 10
a.m. on Thursday, May 4, in Room 205. Members and guests are invited to
come early at 9:30 a.m. and enjoy refreshments and a time for fellowship.
The business meeting will include planning programs for the coming year
and updating our Standing Rules.
Since this is the National Day of Prayer, our program for the day will be the
Prayer Day Service in the Sanctuary at noon.
For additional information, please call Ethelene Marshall, president, at
713.849.9266,

Additional dates to remember:
May 3 & 17 - 10:30 a.m. - Devotions at Highland Park Care Center, 2714
Morrison St.
May 11 - 11:30 a.m. - 99th Anniversary Luncheon - Cavatore’s Italian Restaurant, 2120 Ella Blvd.
May 25 - 10 a.m. - Executive Board Meeting
Celebration of 99th Anniversary - May 11
The 99th Anniversary of the Ladies Circle will be celebrated on Thursday, May 11, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Cavatore’s Italian Restaurant, 2120 Ella Blvd. Cost for the luncheon is $18/person, which includes salad, beverage,
bread, entree and gratuity. Spouses and guests are welcome. Reservations must be made by May 4 to Kim at
832.671.7979 or kimberly@flaviani.net.

Weekly Email Newsletters
If you would like to receive weekly updates from Trinity via email, please visit our website, www.trinitydt.
org, to sign up. Just click on the Connect tab, and then the Email Newsletter selection. Simply follow the
instructions and you will begin receiving weekly updates as well as any special notices.
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Finance Corner - May 1, 2017
Through March 31st of this year, total revenues received by our church
have been slightly above the amounts anticipated in our budget,
while operational expenses have been significantly lower than
originally budgeted. That said, we continue to spend more money
than we receive, and will continue to do so until our school-related
expenses cease on July 31st. After July 31, we anticipate having an
operational surplus for the remainder of 2017. Here’s a bit more
detail:
•
•
•

Overall revenue (including tithes, offerings, tuition and fees)
during the first quarter totaled $850,933, which is 4% higher than
our budget, but 12% lower than during the same period in 2016.

Through March 31st, operational expenses for the church and the school
totaled $932,501, which were 6% better than anticipated in 2017’s budget, and
also 6% lower than our expenses during the same time period in 2016.

The total operational deficit through March 31st was $82,000, which is $92,000 better than originally
anticipated.

Mighty Acts and Organ Fund designated gifts remained healthy in March, and totaled over $30,000.
							Your servant in Christ,
							Ron Lacy, CFO

Confirmation Class of 2017
On Palm Sunday, April 9th, the five young people pictured below confirmed the faith into which they were
baptized. We offer our congratulations and ask that God bless them as they continue their walk with Him.

Alyssa D’ior Flaviani
Jeremiah 29:11

Kendahl Leslie Haltiwanger
Exodus 14:14

Trevor John Lewis
Matthew 19:26

Elizabeth Grace Roesel
Joshua 1:9

Stephen Quincy Struckmann
Hebrews 4:12

The 39 Club
The 39 Club is invited to meet in the foyer following the 10:50 and 11 a.m. services on May
7 and plan to enjoy the Enchilada Dinner at St. Peter Lutheran Church, 1501 Houston Ave.
In April the group enjoyed food and fellowship at Shanghai River Restaurant.
Those who are single, 39 and over, are invited to join us. For more information, contact
Jean at 281.550.4752.
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PEP Club Tours Shangri La Botanical Gardens
Thirty PEP Club members and guests toured the Shangri La
Botanical Gardens and Nature Center in Orange, Texas, on Friday,
March 31. The Gardens are divided into unique ecosystems
and themed “rooms” such as contrast plantings, spiral garden,
wetlands, edibles, and children’s garden. Many varieties of azaleas
are woven throughout, although the early spring meant few were
still blooming. Located inside Orange city limits, the 252-acre
garden is a tranquil sanctuary where you can easily spend the
entire day meandering along its walkways. After a boxed lunch,
the group boarded a pontoon boat for a leisurely tour down the
Adams Bayou to view cypress and tupelo trees, pink lichen on
trunks, fields of irises, herons, ospreys, box turtles, and a gliding
hawk.
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The Living Last Supper
Thank you to George Horneber - Director; Mary Voigt - Music Director; Karen Maynard - Props and
Costumes; John Valdez & George Sacaris - Set; David Deere, George Sacaris, Matt Meier, Brian Abby, John
Menke, Alec Kemnitz, Josh Rodriguez, Jared Fradette, George Horneber, Chuck Ridley, Bob Davis, Albert
Tijerina, Curtis Knisley, Krystle Marcis & Emily Brighton - Cast Members; Carla Barrows - Organist; Sanctuary
Choir Members, and Doug Reincke - Oboist for the beautiful and moving portrayal of the Living Last Supper on
Maundy Thursday.
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CHURCH REPORT

STAFF DIRECTORY

March 20 - April 16

REVENUE UPDATE
Year to Date through 04/16/17
Actual Receipts.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $515,006
Budgeted Receipts.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $504,743
MIGHTY ACTS UPDATE
Year to Date through 04/16/17
Total Contributions .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,337,679
Pledged to Date .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,649,410
ORGAN FUND UPDATE
Year to Date through 04/16/17
Total Contributions .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $420,776
Remaining Balance. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $171,178

SUNDAY SCHOOL TOTALS
1-8
H.S.
03/26
29
6
04/02
25
7
04/09
31
2
04/16
20
6

Adult
135
119
87
100

Total
170
151
120
126

Total Offering.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $180.71
SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
6:30
8:15 10:50 11:00
03/26		 203
119
63
04/02		 180
115
49
04/09		 219
235
55
04/16
96
446
328
75

Total
385
344
509
945

‘An Engaging Creed’
We believe life is a gift of God, and aging is a natural part of living.
We believe God’s love for all persons is creative and unconditional, and
that He has demonstrated His love to all mankind through Jesus Christ.
We believe spiritual well-being supercedes all other values.
We believe man is a spiritual being, and we see older adults as vital
members of the Christian community and persons whose dignity is given
by God.
We believe that we are commissioned to lead a life of service in love and
justice, and we are called to live for others.
From “Engaging the Aging” - a timely newsletter for congregations
serving older adults

A Life Quote for the Church Year
May 14 – Fifth Sunday of Easter – Mother’s Day
“Motherly love, like Jesus’
other miraculous works, shows the
heart of the Lord God (John 14:11).
Such bonds stay devoted despite the
beloved’s shortcomings. This real
love holds little ones precious and
holy even when rejected by all others
(I Peter 2:4, 9).
Prayer: Loving God, establish
Your fierce affection in all our
interactions. Amen.”

This ”Life Quote” is from Lutherans For Life – www.lutheransforlife.org
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CHURCH
713.224.0684
Senior Pastor
Pastor Michael P. Dorn.  .  .  . 713.229.2940
Director of Caring Ministries
Pastor David A. Leeland.  .  . 713.229.2916
Visitation Pastor
Pastor Donald G. Black .  .  . 713.229.2917
Chief Financial Officer
Ron Lacy. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2970
Dir. of Administration and Human Resources
Trinity Garrett.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2937
Interim Director of Music and Worship
Mary Voigt. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2922
Director of Accounting
Roseann Gamez. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2962
Manager of Facilities
John Valdez .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2905
Communications Coordinator
Pam Schroeder. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2944
Contributions Manager
Angela Avant. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2963
Host
Rollin Cattau.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.224.0684

SCHOOL/TLEC
832.301.3100
Head of School
Matthew Meier .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 832.301.3105
Director of Early Childhood
Dawn Melody .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 832.301.3100
Enrollment and Marketing Coordinator
Tammy Wiederhold.  .  .  .  .  .  . 832.301.3100
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Trinity Lutheran Church
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

8:30 AM PEP Club Galveston
Dolphin Tour

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
11:00 AM Modern Worship
12:00 PM Modern Worship Table Talk
12:00 PM 39 Club
2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship
11:00 AM Modern Worship (C)

6:30 PM Mighty Acts
Fulfillment
Team

10;00 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Stephen
Ministry
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry Continuing
Education
6:00 PM Houston Bronze
Rehearsal

10:00 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
11:00 AM Crochet Group
6:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry Training

10:00 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry Training
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry Continuing
Education

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:15 PM Trinity Handbells
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:15 PM Trinity Handbells
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:15 PM Trinity Handbells
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

21

22

23

24

28

29

30

31

8:00 AM Ministry Fair
8:15 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Service of
Thanksgiving for
our School (C)
11:00 AM Modern Worship
2:00 PM HLC Rehearsal

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship
11:00 AM Modern Worship (C)
2:30 PM Ealee Organ
Concert
4:30 PM Cook/Hing
Wedding
Rehearsal
Memorial Day

6:00 PM Elders Meeting
6:30 PM Governing
Board Meeting

4:00 PM Cook/Hing
Wedding

10:00 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble
6:00 PM Stephen Ministry Training
6:30 PM Sunday School
Teacher’s Meeting

10:00 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:15 PM Trinity Handbells
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:15 PM Trinity Handbells
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
Ministries Meeting
12:00 PM National Day of
Prayer Service
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
11:30 AM Ladies Circle
99th Anniversary
Luncheon at
Cavatore’s Italian Restaurant
6:30 PM K-8 Fine Arts
Festival

8:30 AM Church Work
Day
9:00 AM LINC Bible
Institute

6:00 PM Parents Night
Out

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters

9:00 AM LINC Bible
Institute

1:00 PM Early Childhood
Graduation
5:00 PM Perez/Galvan
Wedding
Rehearsal

25

9:00 AM LINC Bible
Institute
5:00 PM Perez/Galvan
Wedding

26

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies
Circle Executive
Board Meeting

27

6:00 PM TLS 8th Grade
Graduation

9:00 AM LINC Bible
Institute
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Jesus loves:

Article submission deadline May 10th for articles to be published June 1, 2017. Submit
articles to pschroeder@trinitydt.org.
Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.

Joyfully sharing Christ’s saving love with all people, Now!

20 - Trinity Today

