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Chorus spreads the Christmas spirit
By Jessica Kraker ’14 and Daniel O’Reilly, and Allison practices ran smoothly.
The Junior-Senior Chorus
Terranova.
Katie Wenzler ’14
Despite this time crunch, gave frosh and sophomores a
The Junior-Senior Chorus,
directed by Mr. Jim Sheehan, senior baritone Brandon preview of their performance at
performed its annual Christmas Warders and senior alto assemblies on Dec. 11.
Wagner said the chorus
Concert on Dec. 12 in the Jack RoseAnn Sapia agreed that
Curran Gym to spread some
Christmas spirit at Stanner
High.
The concert began with a
performance by the String and
Guitar Ensembles followed by
the chorus’s performance of 30
holiday tunes such as “O Holy
Night” and “Ring on Christmas
Bells.”
The chorus began practice for
the concert on October 1.
“Every year the show comes
faster and faster, and we’re
excited, but it feels like we have
less time to prepare,” said senior
alto Rebecca Wagner, who is Mr. Jim Sheehan, far right, directs the Junior-Senior Chorus during the Christone of the chorus officers along mas Concert assembly for sophomores in the Jack Curran Gym on Dec. 11.
with Daniela Franceschetti, (Photo by Shoma Nath ‘16)

enjoyed performing “Rejoice
with Joyful Song.”
“Everyone breaks into
harmonies and it sounds great!”
Wagner said.
Senior soprano Sarah Yunus
agreed that “Rejoice” was “one
of my favorites to sing because
it shows off everyone’s talents.”
The chorus performed well
despite the hectic last few days
of rehearsal.
Because after school activities
were canceled on Dec. 10 due to
a dusting of snow, the chorus
couldn’t practice their solos with
accompanist Mr. Kenneth J.
Farnum, Jr. which resulted in
Mr. Sheehan’s cancelling the
concert solos to keep stress
levels to a minimum.
But his decision disappointed
many of the senior soloists who
were scheduled to perform; thus
Continued on page 4

Celebrate at the Advent Liturgy
By Katlin Stath ’15
With the Advent season
coming to a close, Molloy’s
Campus Ministry will hold its
annual Advent Liturgy on Dec.
20 in the Jack Curran Gym at
10:45 a.m. with a mass said by
Fr. Frank Shannon.
The Liturgy Committee had
just 13 days to select a theme
and prepare readings for the
liturgy thanks to Thanksgiving
coming so late in November.
Campus Ministry Director Mr.
Mike Germano said Stanners
should expect a different
experience at the Advent
Liturgy from Thanksgiving.
“Since the two are in different
seasons, they each bring a
different message,” he said. “The
Thanksgiving mass is more
communal than the Advent
Liturgy, which prepares us for
Christmas.”
Mr. Germano would not reveal

the liturgy’s theme. “Just come
and see for yourself,” he said.
However, he said the Liturgy
Committee “always tries to add
a new twist” to the liturgy.
Mr. Germano was pleased with
the Thanksgiving Liturgy,
calling it, “simple yet profound.”
Senior Campus Ministry
leaders Chris McGee and Sarah
Stiglianese were happy so many
students attended that mass.
“I was pleased, although
having pumpkin spiced candles
would’ve been great,” said
McGee with a smile.
Stiglianese said, “I was happy
with the way that we honored
those who served during the
intentions. It was also great that
we had a good turnout.”
Senior John Mancini hopes
students attending the liturgy
will “realize the true meaning of
Christmas. Christmas is the
love around you.”

Mr. Germano said, “It’s around your friends at school
important to celebrate the makes it different from your
Eucharist around friends. Being everyday mass.”

Eucharistic Ministers distribute Holy Communion during the Thanksgiving
Liturgy last month. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)

Fooducation: by Alexandra Caruso ‘14
Return to old New York at the Old Town during the holidays
It's always dusky and warm in
Manhattan's Old Town Bar and
Restaurant at 45 East 18th St.,
just north of Union Square.
First opened in 1892, the
restaurant’s old New York charm
comes from the fact that virtually the entire interior is orginal.
During Prohibition, it was a
speakeasy run by Tammany Hall
politicians whose offices were on
the corner of 17th St. and Union
Square where the New York Film
Academy is now located.
During the Christmas season,
the Old Town boasts a Christmas
tree and strings of lights and evergreen foliage which brighten its
dark, intricately carved 55-foot
bar, 18-foot high tin ceilings, and
mirrored walls.
Alcohol isn't the main attraction
at the Old Town for Stanners -it's the hamburgers!
The juicy, generously sized
burgers come with a pile of handcut fries.
Curious eaters, if they crane
their necks, can see their food arrive behind the bar on the antique dumbwaiter, which is also
adorned with lights of the season.
Amid the chatter of patrons in
wooden booths and the smell of
home-cooked food, you might get
a feeling for what New York was
like in the 1920's as the place has
changed little since then.

After enjoying your hamburger,
it is time to get desert just four
blocks south of the Old Town.
Ever consider hot chocolate to
be a meal in itself? I do and so
does Max Brenner at 841 Broadway, just south of 14th St.
I kid you not. Max's 8-oz. cup
holds a beverage which tastes like
pure melted chocolate; it's not for
the faint-hearted.
And as you sip your $4.95 hot
chocolate, which is worth the expense, you should browse their
festive gift shop filled with boxes
of -- you guessed it -- chocolates
which are perfect Christmas gifts.
Back at home for the holidays,
you can try making your own
treats such as these incredibly
delicious pecan bars.
I've gotten marriage proposals
after offering people these pecan
bars, whose recipe comes from
Martha Stewart.
Ingredients:
For The Crust:
* 1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
* 1/2 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter,
chilled and cut into small pieces
* 1/4 cup sugar
* 1/4 teaspoon salt
* 1 large egg, lightly beaten
For the Filling:
* 3/4 cup packed light-brown sugar
* 1/4 cup light corn syrup
* 1/4 cup heavy cream
* 1/4 teaspoon salt
* 8 ounces (about 2 cups) pecans
* 1/2 cup (1 stick) chilled unsalted

butter cut into small pieces
Baking Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Line
a 9-inch square baking pan with foil.
In a food processor, pulse flour, sugar,
and salt to combine. Add butter; pulse
until mixture resembles coarse meal.
Add egg; pulse until a dough forms.
2. Transfer dough to prepared pan;
with floured fingers and an offset
spatula, press firmly into bottom and
3/4 inch up sides. Freeze until firm,
about 15 minutes.
3. Prick bottom of dough; bake until
lightly golden, 22 to 25 minutes. Let
cool while preparing filling.
4. Make the filling in a large saucepan, bring butter, brown sugar, and
corn syrup to a boil over high heat,

whisking constantly, until smooth;
continue boiling, without stirring, until slightly darkened, about two minutes.
5. Remove pan from heat. Whisk in
cream and salt; mix in pecans.
6. Assemble and bake: Spoon hot filling evenly over crust, using spoon to
arrange and press in nuts so they fit
snugly (create as flat a surface as possible).
7. Bake until bubbling and ambercolored, 18 to 22 minutes. Cool completely in pan.
8. Using foil, lift cake from pan; peel
off foil. With a sharp knife, trim edges
(if desired). Cut into six even strips;
cut each strip crosswise into four even
strips to make 24 bars.

Try the fabulous hamburgers at the Old Town Bar and Restaurant.

AM needs computer science class
Molloy needs to create a senior
elective course in computer science. This revelation did not come
to me out of the blue.
A month ago, I decided that a
career in engineering might be a
good fit for me. So I did research
on what it takes to get into a good
school and while reading through
the freshman admission tips on
the Cornell School of Engineering
website, I found something that
caught me off guard.
Along with usual requirements
for admission, such as standardized tests and courses in biology,
chemistry, physics, and math,
was the following: “Also recommended: Computer Science.”
I hadn’t seen that coming.
So I did more research and discovered this is a common recommendation. Colleges seem to love
computer science.
So what exactly is computer science and why do colleges value it
in applicants?
Looking at the course description for AP Computer Science, I
learned that the study of computer science teaches you about
computer languages, algorithms,

and how to apply them in solving
problems by producing or developing computer programs.
In a global economy and an
American society that relies so
heavily on software for everything from data storage to word
processing, the people who engineer this software are crucial
gatekeepers to progress.
Top colleges, especially those
with heavy focus in STEM fields,
value it on applicants’ transcripts.
Apple Founder Steve Jobs said,
"Everybody in this country should
learn how to program a computer. . .because it teaches you
how to think.”
Computer science requires the
ability to think logically, to solve
problems rationally, and to work
hard in order to learn computer
languages, theory and how to
build a program so it satisfies college admissions officers’ desire to
admit applicants who are able to
think critically, solve problems,
and work hard.
So isn't it time for Molloy, which
calls itself a college preparatory
school, to add a Computer Science
course to benefit Stanners in the

years to come?
Molloy has a Computer Applications course for frosh to satisfy
state graduation requirements
but the course is not a pure computer science course because students aren’t writing programs.
So what type of course should
Molloy offer to further develop
Stanners’computer skills?
AP Computer Science might be
a bit of a stretch for most students, so a more realistic solution
would be a single-semester, senior elective in computer science.
Who could teach it?
Possible solutions could include
having a member of Molloy's IT
Staff teach an introductory pro-

graming class or hiring a qualified
computer teacher the next time
the school hires a new faculty
member.
Incoming frosh will be equipped
with iPads next year. Wouldn't it
be good if these students, who will
use computers in the classroom
for four years, were offered a
course in computer science when
they are seniors in 2017-18?
If Molloy does this, it will have
provided students with an opportunity to be more successful both
in college and in a world that now
is largely defined by computers.
Let’s make it happen!

-- George Gulino '14
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Joy to the world, two weeks off!
By Shibangi Saha '16 and
Laksumi Sivanandan '16
Stanners this year are feeling
the exuberant joy of having two
full weeks off for Christmas vacation due to Dec. 25 falling on
a Wednesday, exactly the
middle of the week.
“It’s great to have a full twoweek vacation!” said sophomore
Petra Stiglmayer.
Frosh Brittney Boldeau was
told by her older sister, Lauren,
during Thanksgiving weekend
that she would have a full two
weeks off for Christmas. “I’m so
excited,” Boldeau said.
Principal Bro. Thomas
Schady said the length of
Christmas vacation is based
solely on the calendar but
agreed Wednesday is the best
day for Christmas in order to get
the maximum days off.
Bro. Thomas meets with the
other Molloy administrators in
May of each year to devise the
school calendar for the coming
year.
While some Catholic and most
public schools in New York City
will re-open on Jan. 2, Bro. Thomas felt it would be difficult to
ask students and faculty to return for just two school days after New Year’s Day.
“Of course they would come in
[if required]," Bro. Thomas said
with a laugh. "They would always rise to the occasion;
Stanners love to be here.”
But Bro. Thomas chose not to
test that belief and instead gave

Stanner those two days off.
“All of my friends at other
schools generally spend much
more time in school than we do,"

said Boldeau. "Honestly, it will Netflix and sleep all day long!”
be so much fun sleeping in at
Most of sophomore Shania
home while my friends will have Chua said most of her friends at
to get up early. I’ll get to watch other schools also will have two
full weeks off.
“However, my cousin attends
a public school and he has to go
back to school earlier,” Chua
said. “It’ll be fun because I’ll
have extra time to relax before
school starts. However, it’ll be so
much harder going back to
school after such a long break.”
So how will Stanners be spending their two weeks off from
school?
“I’ll be taking a break from
studying and enjoying the holidays with my family,"
Stiglmayer said. "But I’m sure
I’ll get tons of [school] work to
keep me busy.”
Chua looks forward to spending the holiday with her family
and friends.
Next year Christmas falls on
a Thursday but Bro. Thomas
would not commit to giving
Stanners another two weeks off
next year.
Stanners, however, know what
Bro. Thomas should do.
“Is that even a question?"
Stiglmayer said. "Of course, it
would be great to have a full two
weeks off next year as well. Having to come in just for one day of
the week seems a bit silly to me.”
Chua said, “I definitely think
we should [have two weeks off],
Stanners will have a full two weeks to gather with friends and family around since Christmas is about being
the tree thanks to Christmas falling on Wednesday this year. (Photo by able to spend time with your
Jordi Sevilla ‘14)
loved ones.”

Apple products top Molloy Christmas lists
By Maria Aliberti ’16, Maria
Gulino’16, Stephanie Leyden ’16, Mikayla Roberts ’16,
Alejandro Montoya ’16, and
Alex Yule ’15
It’s finally starting to feel like
Christmas with the light snow
falling and the smell of chimney
smoke in the air.
Stanners are looking forward
to the long vacation ahead as
they scan websites and stores for
the coolest gifts.
The most popular gifts by far
on Stanners’ Christmas lists are
electronics, in particular, Apple
products such as the iPad, iPod,
or Mac computers, with fashion
items coming in second.
"Everyone wants the newest
model so they can do as much
as possible with them," said
sophomore Austin Pizzella. "I
asked for an iPhone because I
can do a lot on it that I can't do
with my old phone."
Frosh Gabrielle Hollant wants
a smartphone simply because,
“it’s cool.”

Christopher Autera, a sophomore, said Apple products were
"hot" items because "they make
doing simple things, such as listening to music or finishing up
schoolwork, so much easier."
Sophomore Zyra Madarang
wants an iPad because “books

can be put on it for my English
classes, I’ll be able to take notes
on it, and there are ways to put
Powerpoint and virtual flashcards on it!”
Sophomore Andre DerArtinian would like Final Cut
Pro X for better quality movie

editing.
Junior Grace Crockett would
like a tablet because it’s easier
to travel with than a laptop, but
because she already has a
laptop, "I do not think I will get
one because I do not need it.”
Continued on page 6

What would Stanners like to find in their stockings on Christmas morning? (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)

Honor Roll drops by 25 percent
By Phillip Barsamian '15
and Sophia Savvides '15
With the new school year
came new requirements to make
the Honor Roll and, as a result,
the number of students who
qualified dropped by 25 percent.
A 93 overall academic average
was needed to qualify for the first
marking period's Honor Roll
compared a 90 average last year.
So while about 65 percent of
Stanners qualified last fall, only
about 40 percent did this fall. By
grade, 31 percent of frosh, 43
percent of sophomores, 46 percent of juniors, and 40 percent
of seniors qualified.
Assistant Principal Mr. Ed
Cameron said it was not his intention to see so many students
fail to make the Honor Roll.
Instead, he wanted “to align
the Honor Roll requirements
with the requirements needed to
get into Honors classes. I was
looking to make it more standard.”
Mr. Cameron would be overjoyed if 65 percent of students
qualified under the new criteria.
He believes the percentage will
rise a little above 40 percent
during the next three marking
periods as students get comfortable with their teachers.
“But I do not believe it will become 65 percent again," he said.
"Forty is a solid number.”
Now that fewer students
qualify, Mr. Cameron said, “It is
absolutely more prestigious to
make the Honor Roll.”
Mr. Cameron said that while
he is sure some students are
complaining about the new
standards, no one has complained to him.
The 99 average required to
make the Principal's List remained unchanged but only
seven frosh qualified, the lowest
number of all grades and the lowest number in the List’s history.
Mr. Cameron said this number was low because of a change

in the Algebra Curriculum.
The school now follows Common Core which is more “intensive than Integrated Algebra.
“The number will go up in the
future as freshmen get used to
the transition to high school and
a new curriculum,” said Mr.
Cameron.
Senior Steven Cepeda, who
made the Honor Roll, said that
all students with a 90 average
should make it.
“I’ve gotten lower than a 93
before and not getting Honors
despite getting a 90 would upset me,” Cepeda said.
However, Cepeda and fellow
senior Honor Rollers Carluto
Toussaint and John Lagula
agreed it’s more of an honor
when only 40 percent qualify.
Sophomore Carolyn Crocker,
who did not make the Honor Roll
despite a 90 average, does not
like the new criteria.
“I think it puts people down
who made it last year but not
this year," she said.
Junior Jackie Burgos also is
not happy with the change, saying, “How is it fair to students
who worked very hard to get a
90 average to be on the Honor
Roll for two years all of a sudden to be told they need a 93?"
She said it was also unfair to
juniors that the school is raising
the National Honor Society requirement to 95 next year when
the Classes of 2012 and 2013
only needed a 94.
Junior Maria Kasper, who
made Honors with Distinction,
said, “By saying that a student
needs a 93 to make the Honor
Roll, the school is saying that a
90 average is not worth a lot. In
reality, a 90 is very good and
hard to get. It isn’t fair to
change the criteria that students had been told they needed
when they entered Molloy.”
Burgos and Kasper feel it
would be more fair to apply the
new standard to frosh but not to

Stanners check out who made the Honor Roll. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)
students who entered Molloy
under the old requirements.
However, junior Michelle
Armogan, who made the Honor
Roll, likes the new requirement.
“Not as many people are on it
now," she said. "It makes it more
unique and challenging.”
Junior Kevin Lenczewski, who
had a 90 average, said now
“there is more prestige in getting in. But I would like to see
the criteria returned because I
usually get on the Honor Roll.”
Lenczewski thinks he could
make the Honor Roll next marking period if he works harder, a
goal which would please Mr.
Cameron.
The following students made
the Principal's List:
Frosh: Jillian Hubert; Caroline Jaipaul;
Francesca Lapinta; Stephanie Lechki;
Freddy Murgida; Andria Padilla; Anne
Marie Romain.
Sophomores: Maria Aliberti; Vincent
Antignani; Jackee Bustos; Shania Chua;
Tiffany Daniel; Jordan Fierek; Garret

Genco; Samantha Gil; Maria Goetz; Maria
Gulino; Kelly Huang; Stacy Kanellopoulos;
Caroline Kelly; Mabel Lau; Lucia Lin;
Siobhan Loftus; Harshani Luknauth; Peter Maisano; Rose Maisano; Jack Mangin;
Alessandro Markovic; Jane McNoble;
Isabella Mercado; Harris Mohsin; Matthew Motylenski; Emily Peckham; Austin
Pizzella; Kleanthis Plakas; Samantha
Racan; Carissa Rahaman; Mikayla Roberts; Sophie Robinson; Audrey Sabatino;
Shibangi Saha; Katharine Sapienza;
Laksumi Sivanandan; Petra Stiglmayer;
Hailey Tom; Brendan Woods; Matthew
Zwolak
Juniors: Jafar Ali; Isabelle Artes;
Bianca Basone; Julius Bautista; Izidora
Bozic; Gabriella Bruno; Gabrielle
Casimiro; Katherine Coleman; Daniel
Corridan; Justin Esposito; Gerard
Fernandez; Matthew Gardner; Ewa Gerlak;
Carla Hanna; Raphael Jafri; Patryk
Jakubowski; Zachary Kurre; Deanna Lucci;
James McGuire; Samantha Morgan;
Andreea Muntean; Sotiria Pateroulakis;
Robert Spitz; Kangyi Zhao.
Seniors: Dhanesh Binda; Thomas
Brinskelle; Alexandra Caruso; Tiffany
Dial; Georgios Gulino; Robert Jankowski;
Katherine Kilkenny; Gabriel Kilpatrick;
John Mancini; Deanna Mayo; Kristian
Mosquito; Daniel O'Reilly; Cristina Otano;
Austin Samaroo; Samantha Sattler; Sarah Stiglianese; Tiffany Villacis; Rebecca
Wagner.

Singing the songs of the season
Continued from page 1
Mr. Farnum re-arranged his
schedule so the soloists could
practice with him on the day of
the concert, allowing the solos to
be performed as scheduled.
Members of the String and
Guitar Ensembles joined the
Junior-Senior Chorus in
spreading Christmas cheer at
the concert.
“It’s exciting to share the
spotlight with the guitar group;
they’re our newest musical
venture!” said Mr. Sheehan,

who added the chorus looks
forward to performing with the
Ensemble again in the future.
Many seniors had mixed
emotions about the concert. “I’m
excited but sad because this is
the last Christmas Concert for
seniors,” Yunus admitted.
These singers performed solos:
Daniela Franceschetti, RoseAnn Sapia:
“It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the
Year”
Cristina Otano: “Lo, How a Rose E’er
Blooming”
Bea Cruz, Sarah Yunus:”Grown Up
Christmas List”
Rosemarie Casano: “Winter Wonderland”

Tiffany Mooney, Angelica Rosa “Silent
Night”
Joshua Cajas, Kristian Mosquito,
Branden Warders: “We Three Kings”
Diamond Small, Rebecca Wagner:
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer”
Jennifer Guerrero, Idamarie Pennolino:
“O Come All Ye Faithful”
Ilyas Rehman, Reaz-Nuriel Jafri:
“Mary’s Little Boy Child”
Matthew Spataro: “I’ll Be Home for
Christmas”
Jennifer Desamero, Katherine Garcia:
“Silver Bells”
Shemaia Cumberbatch, Chinyere
Okogeri, Amanda Rodriguez: “Do You
Hear What I Hear?”
Cassandra Rodriguez, Ashley Vascellaro:
“Santa Baby”
Allison Terranova: “Mary Did You

Know?”
John Mancini: “The First Noel”
Katherine Lindskog: “White Christmas”
Alexandra Caruso: “God Rest Ye Merry,
Gentlemen”
Deanna Mayo: “Have Yourself a Merry
Little Christmas”
Karla Silva: “Once in Royal David’s City”
Daniel O’Reilly: “O, Antiphons”
Mariyanthie Linaris: “The Christmas
Song”
Theresa Arcidiacono, Samantha Grech:
“I Wonder as I Wander”
Emily Hernandez-Avila: “Amazing Grace”

Merry Christmas

Spring production is a comedy
By Liana Liang ‘15 and
Robert Dittus '15
For their spring production,
The Stanner Players will stage
the comedy “You Can’t Take it
With You,” written by George S.
Kaufman and Moss Hart, in the
Theater on April 3-6 to kick off
Spirit Week.
Director Ms. Shannon Winters
announced the news to the Theater Arts and Improv Club on
Dec. 4 and held open auditions
on Dec. 16-17.
The 19-member cast will be
announced on Dec. 20.
“The cast [in this play] works
together as an ensemble with no
part overshadowing the other,”
said Ms. Winters.
The play follows the antics of
Alice Sycamore and her eccentric family.
“I picked ‘You Can’t Take it
With You’ for this year’s show because it had a large cast with a
good balance of male and female
roles,” Ms. Winters said. “I also
wanted a comedy because comedy is one of The Stanner Players’ favorite genres.
“I think because it’s a show
that not many people have seen,
it will be a fresh experience for
both the cast and the audience,”

she said.
it fits my personality.
sortment of characters.
Like her peers, junior Joanna
“Despite the fact that I've been
“They're all pretty quirky,
Troyanos was pleasantly sur- through the audition process which is always fun to play, so
prised by the choice.
multiple times, I still get ner- I'd be happy with just about any
“I didn't recognize the title, vous. Every production is differ- role," she said. "I get nervous
but after reading the plot of the ent; some [roles] you may fit heading up to the day of audishow, I became excited to see into, and others not. But even if tions, but when I walk in I rehow auditions will turn out,” she you don't, it's always worth giv- mind myself that I've done this
said. “I think it will make for a ing it your all,” she said.
before. I'm just getting up on
great performance."
Toma, who had previous roles stage to do my best, and so far
Junior Stephanie Toma was in “Oklahoma!” and “Peter Pan” my best has succeeded in getalso surprised by the choice.
expressed an interest playing ting a role, and then the jitters
"I went kind of silent, since I'd one of the comedy’s motley as- usually go away."
never heard of this play before,”
she said. “We were given the synopsis though, it was all excitement."
Troyanos has been in two previous Stanner Player productions, playing the role of a fairy
in Shakespeare's ‘A Midsummer
Night's Dream’ as a frosh and a
lost boy last year in “Peter Pan.”
“With each experience came a
sense of family among the group
and made the shows that much
more memorable,” she said. “I
love being a part of The Stanner
Players!”
As she prepared to audition,
Troyanos said, "I'm interested in
the role of Essie Carmichael, a
naive, aspiring ballerina, even
though she has no talent for it. Seniors Daniela Franceschetti, Rosanne Sapia, Mariyanthie Linaris, and
She's quite childish, and I think Matthew Spataro were cast members in “Oklahoma!” two years ago.

Stanners make Christmas Toy Drive a success

Senior Nick Morici, above, carries a sack of toys like his namesake, St.
Nicholas, while other Stanners, left, fill their sacks with toys. Ten Campus Ministry members were joined by 24 Varsity Baseball players in
the Theater on Dec. 16 to pack up the 1,166 toys Stanners bought for
kids in the 2013 Toy Drive. Campus Ministry Director Mr. Mike Germano
said the toys would go to four groups: the Briarwood Shelter, Catholic
Charities, Hour Children, and Make a Difference Christmas. (Photos
by Pamela Decolongon ‘14)

Australian brother inspires AM
By Sarah Stiglianese '14
Bro. Tony Leon from Sydney,
Australia visited Molloy on
Nov. 26 to speak in the Theater
about the Marist Mission and
Life Formation in Marist
schools and then enjoyed
Thanksgiving in Esopus.
As the Director of Vocations
and Marist Life, Bro. Tony was
delighted with the turnout of 55
students and felt there was
great spirit among the students
participating in the events such
as Chinese charades.
He was also touched by the
number of students who hung
around after the presentation to
chat with him.
Senior Sean Ryan said, “My
favorite part of the evening was
talking to Bro. Tony afterwards.
He stressed how I should travel
and see the world for the amazing experiences that are out
there.”
Bro. Dan O’Riordan first met
Brother Tony at a Marist Youth
International Meeting in Australia in 2008 where he was impressed by Bro. Tony’s inspira-

tional talks and his dynamic
powerpoints.
Both brothers are members of
the International Commission
for Marist Brothers Today.
They met again in the summer 2013 in Rome and Bro. Dan
invited Bro. Tony to speak to
Marist schools in the U.S.A.
such as Molloy during the
Marist Year of Vocations.
Bro. Dan invited retreat leaders, Campus Ministry and
Marist Youth members to meet
with Bro. Tony.
Bro. Tony said he was happy
to see a similarity among the
Marist students around the
world in their search to be “authentic, live life fully, and be in
service to others.”
Junior Deanna Aliperti attended the event because she
thought it would be really cool
to hear from a Marist brother
who lived on an entirely different continent.
“I also wanted to hear his accent!” Aliperti said. “It makes
me so appreciative to be part of
something so much bigger than

just one school,”
Senior Daniel O’Reilly learned
that U.S. schools are different
from Australian schools.
"In Australia school begins at
8:30 and ends at 3:15," O'Reilly
said. "They get a morning tea
break and a 40 minute lunch
break.”
Bro. Tony said he hopes the
students hearing his lecture stop
listening to voices that limit
their ideas.
Bro. Tony teaches that it’s not
what we have in our lives, it’s
who we have in our lives that
makes us happy.
“Happiness is better when
shared,” he said.
He also encourages students to
think of goals that benefit other
people rather than themselves.
Aliperti said, “All of the things
he has done really motivated me
to not only do things for myself,
but to do things that benefit others at the same time.”
Bro. Tony explained, “My favorite thing on my Life Goals
List is to enjoy life’s best moments with others and to seek

opportunities where I can share
my time, skills, and resources.”
Bro. Tony said he usually
learns more when his plans
don’t go the way he wants and
it's important to remember that
it’s not always about your plan;
it’s about letting God’s plan take
its course.
“I was so impressed with his
enthusiasm for living life to its
fullest every day," said O'Reilly.
"It encourages me to know that
there are constant opportunities
to do the extraordinary things
we’ve always wanted to do.”
Senior Chris McGee loved the
way Bro. Tony used the theme
of making things happen by
talking about the Life Goals he
has fulfilled.
“I like that he incorporated
what he has done in his life to
motivate us,” McGee said.
Aliperti remembers Bro. Tony
talking about a student he inspired to do work in Africa.
“That’s something I really
want to do at some point in my
life and he showed me it’s possible,” she said.

Stanner Christmas lists
Continued from page 3
Sophomore Samantha Gil
wants a Mac laptop, sophomore
Sal DiPaola wants the iPad Air,
but sophomore Peter Barretta
bucked the Apple trend by asking Santa for a Samsung Galaxy
S4 to replace his four-year-old
Blackberry.
Video game consoles were also
very popular, especially the PS4
and the Xbox One.
“These consoles make up the
new generation of gaming, and
many people want to be a part

10 perform at
1st Open Mic
Ten students performed at
an Open Mic show on Dec. 16
in the Theater.
Students who perform at
Open Mic are often selected
to perform at the spring Talent Show.
The students who performed at the show were:
frosh Kristen Allen, sophomores Sarah Alexander,
Jada Fletcher, Sargam
Mehra, juniors Anais
Rodrigues, Janet Narain,
Constantina Tsouklidis, and
seniors Jennifer Desamero,
Edrean-Neil Kabigting, and
Allison Terranova.

Senior Joana Capistrano says
Michael Kors has come out with
his own furry boots? They are all she wants for Christmas is “to
just beautiful; I’ve already tried be accepted into Baruch.”
them on in the department
store!”
Sophomore Connie Raptis
wants something else that is
furry: “I know this is going to
sound like I’m a little kid, but I
really want a kitten. They are
just so adorable and I’ve never
had one.”
The Molloy Band and
However, some students had Freshman-Sophomore Chodifferent gifts in mind.
rus performed a Christmas
Sophomore Luigi Depalma is Concert on Dec. 11.
hoping for a brand new BMX
The Band and Chorus perbike.
formed "Christmas on BroadJunior Tina Dantono wants way" together.
tickets to concerts by her favorThe band also played "Halite artists, Emblem3 and Demi lelujah
Chorus"
from
Lovato.
Handel's "Messiah," featuring
Sophomore Christian Horan the trumpet players, "Christwanted rock band merchandise. mas Sleigh Ride," "Angels We
Sophomore Isabelle Crombez Have Heard on High," featursaid, "I wish my Geometry ing the flute section, and
teacher, Ms. [Samantha] "Have Yourself a Merry Little
Gilmour, would allow us to have Christmas," featuring the
retakes for our exams. The best clarinet section.
gift I could get for Christmas is
The chorus sang several
good grades."
songs including "Do you Have
Sophomore Shania Chua said, Room," featuring David
"I hope I get the chance to make Kemp, Nina Pesa, Kiah Moe,
some new friends and create new Liam Rock, and Jillian Foley,
relationships."
"All I Want for Christmas Is
Sophomore Harris Mohsin You," "Carol of the Bells,"
wants “the love of my family and "Sky Full of Snow," "Santa's
society because capitalist mate- Rockin'" and John Lennon's
rialism is temporary, but love "Happy Christmas."
lives on forever.”

Christmas
unites band
and chorus

of that from the beginning,” said
sophomore Nicholas Molohides.
Sophomore Alexa Abrams and
junior Gabby Fata were just two
of many girls who are interested
in the latest fashion trends.
“Clothes are great,” Fata said,
“but mainly I just want more
running clothes for track practice. It gets cold when we have
to run out on the Molloy track
in the winter!”
Sophomore Jane McNoble
said, “Giftcards for clothes are
even better. When people receive giftcards, they are given
the opportunity to buy something that they want instead of
having to settle for something
they wouldn’t have picked out for
themselves.”
Sophomore Laura Geoghegan,
asked, “Who needs Uggs when

P.E. teachers enforce dress code
By Frederic Jean-Joseph ‘15
Gym teachers in recent weeks
have been cracking down on students who don't wear the full
Land's End uniform for physical education classes.
Students not dressed in the
full gym uniform have received
the same detention as those who
forget their uniforms entirely.
The crackdown was initiated
when the administration noticed
that a large number of students
were wearing other Molloy tshirts rather than the Land’s
End shirt to gym class.
Students used to be able to
wear Molloy athletics, Esopus,
Walk-a-thon, and activities
shirts and shorts at the discretion of their respective gym
teachers.
But during the past two weeks,
teachers have strictly enforced
the Land's End shirt and shorts
dress code and all other Molloy
apparel has been banned.
Physical Education teacher
Mr. Richard Rodgers said the
reason students are not allowed
to wear any Molloy shirt for gym
is that "the [General] Office
doesn't want it."
Assistant Principal for Students Mr. Ken Auer, who acknowledged
that
the
adminstration had asked for the
recent crackdown, said, "The
punishment for being unprepared for gym is one session of
detention, which is the same as
a dress code violation."
When asked why other Molloy

clothes were banned, Mr Auer
said, "Non-gym uniform clothing should not have been allowed to be worn at any time."
Students are not happy about
the change in policy.
Junior Vince Viola doesn’t like
the Land’s End uniform because
"the shorts are too [darn] high.
They're like halfway up my
thigh."
Viola received detention for
not having the proper shorts despite having a Land’s End tshirt.
"At least twice as many people
are getting detention as last
year,” said Viola. “I think the
rule is really stupid and it
shouldn't matter because gym is
two periods out of the entire [sixday] cycle."
Many Molloy athletes are upset about the change.
Basketball player Matt Capp
said, "I think the rule is unnecessary. The school could be focusing on different things instead of such a non-issue. We
should be allowed to wear Jack
Curran shirts. There's nothing
more Molloy than Jack Curran."
Jamel Hinds said, "I'd rather
wear Jack Curran shirts and
Molloy athletics shirts because
they look better. I hate this new
rule because what's so wrong
about wearing Jack Curran
shirts? He's an icon in the
school, so we should be able to
represent him."
Track team runner Nicole
Jimenez said the official gym

uniform is "boring and unfashionable. I’d rather go back to the
old rule because it's easier for
people on teams to wear what
they have [in school] rather than

pack extra clothes."
Junior Caroline Bikles said, "I
prefer to wear other shirts because I feel like I have a bit
more freedom of movement."

Sophomores Liam Gallagher and Victloria Brown won’t get detention because they are wearing the proper Land’s End uniforms that are the dress
code for gym class. (Photo by Jordi Sevilla ‘14)

Seniors get the most detentions
By Michael LaBella '17
In the Molloy Student Handbook, there are 156 do’s and
don’t’s to follow. But all
Stanners are not always successful in following them.

Stanners have totaled 1,384
disciplinary and late detentions
from the start of the school year
through December 11.
If Stanners continue on this
pace for the rest of the year, over

4,000 detentions will be served
by the time June arrives.
More than a third of the detentions (446) given out so far went
to the senior class.
Frosh have fewer than half the
detentions seniors received.
But as the Class of 2017 moves
up through the grades, it will
probably get more detentions
each year.
“Upperclass students don't respect the rules as much because
they believe they’re older and
above them,” said Assistant
Principal for Students Mr Ken
Auer. “Freshmen are still learning and getting used to the
building so they get more warnings.”
The most common offense is
not having a student ID card visible on a lanyard, as it has
caused 193 students to spend an
hour in Room 225.
Assistant Principal for Students Mr. Ken Auer catches senior Albert Hasan
The second most common ofwithout his ID card lanyard. Not wearing an ID card lanyard is the No. 1 fense is being late for class, with
reason Stanners get detention. (Photo by Joana Capistrano ‘14)
186 students, including 68 frosh,

getting detention for that.
Frosh Liam Coen doesn't mind
all the rules he has had to learn
at Molloy.
"Our rules keep us out of
trouble for the most part,” he
said.
Frosh Christopher Triana,
who has yet to get detention,
said, “Without rules there would
be no order. That is why rules
are needed."
However, frosh Andrea
Villamizar, who has received
only one detention for lateness,
had a different point of view.
"Way too many people are getting detentions in Molloy," she
said. "It's fine to have rules, but
some go a little too far.”
Frosh Dod Lleshi disliked that
the ban on public displays of affection includes giving "high
fives" because they "are a way
of being a good sport and a supportive Stanner. They should
not be a reason to give someone
detention.”

Varsity boys have high hopes
By Melanie Santos ‘15 and
Olivia Kielczewski ‘15
Molloy’s Varsity Boys’ Basketball team is off to a 3-1 start under Mr. Mike McCleary despite
having only one rerturning
starter from last year’s team.
Mr. McCleary, who replaced
the late Mr. Jack Curran, said,
“The boys have been trying
hard to do what is asked of them.
I hope they continue to do so.”
Senior points guard C.J. Davis
is the lone returning starter
from last year’s team which
went 19-8 and advanced to the
quarterfinals of the city playoffs.
The four new starters are seniors Jayson Cethoute, Gabriel
Kilpatrick, Michael Buckley,
and Kenny Hoyt.
Molloy won its season opener
at home against Monroe, 65-27.
“We won our first game pretty
easily,” said sophomore Aaron
Walker, who comes off the bench
in his first varsity season.
“The chemistry is good among
us,” said Hoyt. "We won our first
game by almost 40."
Molloy doesn't have a lot of
height with only one player
taller than 6-foot-4, junior center Matt Capp, who is 6-6.
"Last year our tallest guy was
6-5," said Mr. McCleary. "Now
he’s 6-6. Most of our players are
6-4, 6-3 and shorter."
Despite their lack of size, the
players have high expectations
for the coming season.
“We have a good shot at being

city champs,” said Buckley.
Hoyt said he’d like to “win every game, have fun, impress everybody, and look good while
doing it.”
Mr. McCleary, however, is
more realistic about the season.
“Reaching the team’s full potential is my number one goal
right now,” he said. “I want them
to play as well as they can as a
group. Judging that now is difficult. It will be easier to tell in
February.”
Mr. McCleary expects Molloy’s
toughest opponents to be Bishop
Loughlin, Cardinal Hayes and
Christ the King, whom Molloy
will face in January.
The team is deep thanks to
several players who were promoted from last year’s Junior
Varsity and Freshmen teams.
In addition to Walker, Mr.
McCleary mentioned sophomore
Issac Grant and junior D’ante
Warren as new players who
have impressed him.
The seniors praised the play of
senior James McCleary and junior Sebastian Cadet.
Walker credited the seniors for
showing “lots of leadership, always playing hard, and helping
me a lot,” especially Davis, who
“shows leadership by directing
people, and gives the younger
guys confidence.”
In the Gonzaga Classic tournament on Dec. 13-14 in Washington, D.C., Molloy defeated
Calvin Coolidge of D.C. 69-48 in

the first round as Cethoute
scored 20 points, but lost in the
second round to Mt. St. Joseph
of Baltimore 63-60, despite

Kilpatick’s 22 points. Molloy
beat Lafayette of Kentucky 8453 in the consolation finals as
Cethoute scored 24 points.

Senior point guard C.J. Davis, driving in for a layup, is Molloy’s team leader
this season. (Photo courtesy of Blue & White Yearbook)

Club starts a Christmas Cupcake Contest
By Sargam Mehra '16
Ten teams of students participated in the Baking Club's first
Cupcake Contest on Dec. 18.
Contestants did their baking
at home but decorated their
cupcakes in school.
To prevent students from seeing each other's decorations, the
cupcake decorating was done in
separate locations around the
school.
“Competitors had 30 minutes
to decorate their cupcakes," said
Baking Club Moderator Ms.
Danielle Choo. "They were
judged by the taste, appearance, and originality.”
Five teachers served as
judges and the top three teams
received a basket filled with
baking goods; the winning team
got the largest basket.
The club planned to distribute
cupcakes that might be left over
from the contest to students in
the Cafeteria.
“We are hoping this will be a
success and an annual event!”

said Ms. Choo.
Sophomore Juliana Distant,
who started baking at age five,
said she entered the contest “because I think my recipe for cupcakes is delicious.”
However, winning the contest
was not her goal.
“I am not a competitive person
so I don’t care if I win," she said.
"I just want to showcase my talent for baking.”
Sophomore Connie Raptis
said she started baking when she
was a little kid.
"When my grandmother would
bake, I would sit with her and
watch her," she said. "I would try
to help her and, of course, I
would eat whatever she would
make.”
In the days leading up to the
contest, Raptis wasn’t sure what
she and her partner would make
but they knew it’d be good.
But like Distant, Raptis wasn't
concerned about winning.
"It’s fun whether we win or
lose,” she said.

Baking Club Moderator Ms.Danielle Choo, center, with sophomore
Alexandra Petot and senior Darien Dey at last year’s Spring Arts Festival.
The Baking Club sponsored a Christmas Cupcake Contest this week.

