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Color Run raises money for cancer
by Michelle Kim
Staff Writer

On March 15, 2018
Presbyterian Pan American School (PPAS)
held its annual color
run. This year’s motto
was Be a rainbow in
someone else’s cloud.
“The main purpose
of the color run is to
raise money for leukemia and lymphoma patients,” said
16-year-old
Sophomore Helena Walton.
Every year, PPAS
participates in Student Series Pennies
for Patients, which is
an organization that
helps to raise money
for leukemia patients.
“Starting this semester, we talked about the
annual color run,” said
Student Council Trea-
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PPAS students started the color run on March 15 on
campus.

surer Nicolas Garcia.
This year, Student
Council
charged
six dollars per person for the color
run, and gave them a
shirt and sunglasses.
“I think it’s a worthy
fundraiser for our stu-

dents, to help support
the research for a cure,
and to stop thinking
about themselves and
think about other people too,” said Student
Council Sponsor and
Librarian Diane Garcia.
Every year, all class-

Senior
places first in Annual Essay Contest
by Tania Acevedo
Staff Writer

This year Presbyterian
Pan American School
Senior (PPAS) Hannia
Sanchez placed first in
the annual Soil Conservation Essay contest.
“It was an honor for me
to get this award. It was
an unexpected achievement,” Sanchez said.
Every year, students at
PPAS participate in the
contest, which consists
of writing an essay of
about 500 words, where
one explains an idea on
how one can help with the
conservation of the soil.
“After three years at
PPAS, I have learned to
write correctly and effectively,” Sanchez said.
But Sanchez was not
the only PPAS student
recognized. Her younger sister, Junior Gabriela, placed 5th as well.
“It was an honor to receive the recognition
on this essay. It only

es from PPAS, have
two boxes to deposit
money. The money
remains until the campaign is complete.
“I joined the color
run because I like to
run and I thought it
would be fun to try a
new experience. Also,
because I wanted to
be part of collecting
money for patients,”
said 15-year-old Sophomore Barbara Cano.
This year, fifty seven
Pan Am students participated, and collected two hundred twenty
dollars total from the
Color Run according
to Senior Sofia Lara.
The color run ended with the participants shouting “Pennies for Patients.”

Students
give
thanks
by Perla Ahumada

Staff Writer
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From left, Junior Gabriela Sanchez, Principal Ellie
Perez and Senior Hannia Sanchez.

shows me that my effort is finally rewarding me,” Gabriela said.
The Sanchez sisters attended a ceremony on February 20, 2018 where they
read their essays out loud,
showing the audience
what their work was about.
“When Hannia read her
essay out loud, the whole
audience was mesmerized by her powerful

words. She received a
standing ovation along
with many complements
from patrons regarding
her essay,” said Yvonne
Garza, Science teacher.
PPAS Principal Ellie Perez received the Outstanding Conservation Educator of the Year award for
her Monarch Butterfly
Watch Project on campus.

Juniors write letters to
Florida shooting victims

by Camila Arjona

Staff Writer

In Junior Seminar class, a
course at Presbyterian Pan
American School (PPAS)
taught by Pastor Rebekah
Tucker-Motley,
Juniors
were asked to write letters
to students and families affected by the Parkland,
Florida school shooting.
The Junior Seminar class
is meant to enforce character building with reference to the Bible.
Students
have
been
studying Jesus’ ministry
through the gospel of Matthew and connecting it
to everyday modern life.
After the Parkland mass
shooting, teachers in Florida
encouraged other high schools
to send letters to the victims.
The Presbyterian Church
U.S.A, (PCUSA) responded to
this request and called for pastors and youth to write letters.
“It felt good to do something significant for other
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people regardless of the
distance between us,” said
Junior Mairym Lozano.
Pastor Tucker-Motley mentioned that the purpose of
this assignment was to give
condolences to the people affected by the shooting and to
enforce unity in these issues.
She sent the letters to the Presbytery of Tropical Florida.
“Writing letters is a good
way for students to see that
the world is bigger than
PPAS,” Tucker-Motley said.
Students were asked to write
one letter but they could
choose to write more if they
felt they had more to say.
Lozano chose to write one letter since she felt a single one
would be more significant while
Junior Gabriela Sanchez had
time to write two and wished
she could’ve written more.
“I think that these letters will
not make people mourn less,
but it may give them faith that
these events will not happen
in the future,” Sanchez said.

On February 18, 2018, students from Presbyterian Pan American
School(PPAS) wrote thank you letters to the people that have donated
money to the school this year.
“I wrote letters to different people that have donated money to my
school, and I gave them thanks for their generosity,” said Senior Jose
Luis Sanchez.
NHS and Student Council Members were selected to write the letters.
“I wrote the letters to these people to give thanks to them in the name
of my school and my classmates because of their contributions to create a better school environment,” said Student Council Member Sofia
Lara.
Both organizations wrote around five letters per student to different
donors that have supported the school.
“Thank you to these people. Our school has been innovating new
things on campus and that’s why I wrote them to give them thanks,”
said NHS member Fernanda Leon.

Friendly soccer tournament held Baseball season leads
by Elian Garza
Staff Writer

The Senior class at Presbyterian Pan American School
(PPAS) hosted the third iterations of the “Pan Am
Friends Cup” and the “Ultimate Team” tournament.
Seniors organized these
tournaments as a fundraiser
with the help of boys’ soccer Coach Juan Plascencia.
“I am very excited for the
“Ultimate Team.” This is my
first time participating and I
expect to have a lot of fun,”
said Senior Hector Rios.
The “Pan Am Friends
Cup” consisted of eight
randomly generated teams
in a single elimination
brackets format. The teams
were created from the pool
of people that decided to
participate in this activity.
“Pan Am Friends Cup”
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Several students participated in the tournament.

was designed to provide the
inexperienced player with
the friendliest experienced
possible. At the end, Sophomore Nicolas Garcia, Senior
Sharis Del Carmen, Junior
Rodrigo Chapa, Senior
Joshua Karangwa, and Senior Angie Rivera won the
cup and took the prize home.
“I had a lot of fun playing

in the “Friends Cup,” it was
a great surprise to beat all
of those teams,” said Senior Sharis Del Carmen.
The “Ultimate Team” tournament was more competitive tournament that rewarded the most skilled players.
The teams participating in
this tournament were created by the participants
themselves who looked for
the person that would bring
more chances to win. After
three hard-fought rounds,
Seniors Joshua Karangwa,
Bruno Bahongere, Daniel
Gahunde, Junior Alvaro
Barrios, and Sophomore Sebastian Garcia took the prize.
“We did not prepare, but
I felt we were ready to
just go and win the tournament,” Barrios said.

Track & Field team
sets
new school record
by Oscar Bugarin
Staff Writer

On March 10, 2018, a
track meet was held in
Riviera. Helena Walton,
Elim Lee, Sharis Del Carmen, and Miel Lee, broke
an eight year old school record by almost one second
in the 4x200m competition.
“We are proud of
what we have accomplished,” Walton said.
“Practice helped us a
lot,” Del Carmen said.
The track and field season
for Presbyterian Pan American School (PPAS) team
started on February 22,
2018. The first meet was
in Falfurrias, where PPAS
participated in events such
as 100m, 200m, 4x100m,
400m,
1600m,
etc.
“This is the beginning
and we will improve

off against Brahmas
by Yuridia Espinoza

Staff Writer

The boy’s baseball
team at Presbyterian
Pan American School
(PPAS) started off
the season with their
first home game
against the Kingsville Brahmas on
February 23, 2018.
Unfortunately
they ended down
by 7 runs, 16 to 9.
“Most of our players
were playing baseball
for the first time so I
know they will improve as time passes.
Everybody has a lot
of potential,” said
Senior Carlo Lopez.
Antonio Ruiz, Neider
Cruz, Jack Lee, and
Lopez were the pitchers for this game.
“When we get on
to the field, we for-
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Eagles baseball team in a huddle after a game.

get our problems
and we play together
as a team,” said Junior Julio Galvan.
“I think the game
went really well, even
though we didn’t
win, all the boys
were able to play, and
also allowed me to
see what we need to

work on, which will
help us to get better,
quicker,” said Coach
Hardy
Robertson.
The next game for
the baseball team is
on March 26th, 2018
against Bishop, and
it’s going to be a
double header game.

According to www.nbcolympics.com, the ceremony featured a performance
with plenty of K-Pop stars,
DJs and the crowd was accompanying
dancing.
The Winter Olympics, IOC
President Thomas Bach called
it “the Games of new horizons.”
North and South Korea
marched together in the Korean Unification Flag, just as they
did in the Opening Ceremony.
Later on, the Olympic flag
was then lowered and replaced with the Chinese flag,
showing the next Olympic
Games host country. This will
be raised in Beijing on Feb. 4,

2022, where it will host the
2022 Winter Olympic Games.
“I feel proud because I
think it is a really good opportunity for this event to
happen in my country,” said
Sophomore Bifeng Xiao.
Out of the 92 countries participating in the games, Norway and Germany earned the
most medals. Norway took 39
medals home while Germany
took 31, and Canada followed with 29 medals earned.
More information about
each of the countries’
earned medals can be
found at www.time.com.

Winter Olympics
comes to an end

by Paulina Longoria
Staff Writer
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From left, Track & Field members Senior Oliver Iracheta and Juniors Omar Ortiz and Christian Pena.

throughout the season,”
said Junior Christian Pena.
Pena got third place
in the event of 400m.
“Being there proudly representing our school means a
lot, more than just running
around a track. It means all
the might needed to im-

merse ourselves into the
wild, to conquer our fear as
individuals and as a team,”
said Rogelio Martinez.
Martinez got second place
in the 4x100m competition along with Nahum
Nieto, Jonathan Velazquez,
and
Carlos
Galvan.

Competitions have ended in
the Winter Olympic Games,
and the world’s elite winter athletes reunited in the
PyeongChang
Olympic
Stadium on Feb. 25, 2018
for the Closing Ceremony.
“We have created a show
that looks towards the future,”
said Oh Jang-Hwan, Pyeongchang’s director of ceremonies. “It includes quite a lot
of traditional Korean humor
and fun elements to add to the
party feel,” added Jang-Hwan,
before the event started.

FEATURES & OPINION
Ambassadors visit
School shooting prompts student protests
Corpus Christi

by Ana Karen Santiago

Staff Writer

On Wednesday February
14, 2018, Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School
(Parkland, FL) had one of
the deadliest mass shootings of the United States’
history, with 17 dead.
This incident has sparked
protests and marches across
America for stricter gun
laws. The impact of this
shooting resonates mostly
with survivors, who have
taken to delivering speeches to plead to the government for a response beyond
“thoughts and prayers.”
One of the surviving students, Senior Emma Gonzalez
said on a speech transcribed
by CNN, “We are going to
be the kids you read about
in textbooks. Not because

Photo provided by: Chicago Tribune

Students during a rally in Florida.

we’re going to be another
statistic about mass shooting
in America, but because, just
as David said, we are going
to be the last mass shooting.”
According to The New Yorker, Cameron Kasky, another
survivor of this shooting,
initiated a movement called
#NeverAgain along with Jaclyn Corin, and Gonzalez.

They are also planning a
march on March 24 on Washington D.C. to further push
for a response in their favor.
“The thing that inspired us
to create the march was people saying, ‘This is not the
time to talk about gun control,
this is the time to mourn.’ We
understand that, so here’s the
time to talk about gun con-

Praise Team member named
Student of the Month
by Mayra Galvan

Staff Writer

Senior Ana Cecilia
Quiroga has been selected as student of
the month for March.
Quiroga is from
Monterrey,
Nuevo León, Mexico.
Quiroga
is
a
17-year-old student
who came to Presbyterian Pan American
School (PPAS) as a
Sophomore in 2015.
“Pan Am gave
me the opportunity to learn about
other
countries
and
their
traditions,” Quiroga said.
Quiroga has been
part
of
Nation-
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Senior Ana Cecilia
Quiroga.

al Honor Society
(NHS), Campus Ministry Council, Praise
Team, One Act Play
and Girls Soccer.
“It is an honor to
be chosen as student
of the month, yet I
think that everyone
should be proud of

their
achievements
without
recognition,” Quiroga said
Quiroga likes to
spend time with her
friends because that
is what she enjoys
the most at PPAS.
After
graduating
from PPAS, Quiroga
is planning to attend
college in Mexico at
Monterrey Institute
of Technology and
Higher
Education
(ITESM) and study
clinical psychology.
“I
am
thankful
with my parents and
friends for this opportunity and I want them
to know I won’t waste
it,” Quiroga said.

Staff Writer

Following the death of his
father (the king) in the movie
Captain America: Civil War,
T’Challa (Black Panther)
returns home to Wakanda
to serve as his country’s
new king. Upon his arrival,
T’Challa is soon challenged
by other royal families and
factions within Wakanda.
Suddenly a villain conspires
with these families posing a
threat to the fate of Wakanda. T’Challa with the help of
C.I.A. agent Everette K. Ross
and members of the Wakandan Special Forces are faced
with the task of saving Wakanda and preventing a world war.
Marvel Studios is known for
its intertwined chain of storylines that create a continuous
succession of hit movies containing numerous reappearing
characters. According to The
Verge, what it has not done is
make movies that feel consequential. Marvel Studios are
most often concerned with sustaining the chronicle towards
the Thanos showdown which
will begin in Avengers:Infinity
War. Black Panther almost
completely neglects this chain
driven narrative. It is a film
addressing real life issues in a

by Jack Lee

Staff Writer

On February 25, Presbyterian Pan American School (PPAS) Ambassadors Ana Karen
Campuzano, senior, Esteban Gonzalez, junior,
and Perla Ahumada, senior, visited and lead
worship at El Divino Salvador Presbyterian
Church in Corpus Christi.
“At the church, we lead worship. We played
the guitar and sang as well with my partners.
I liked it. I was nervous but I don’t regret it. It
was very nice to meet the people there,” Gonzalez said.
Students socialized with the church community and shared their personal experiences at
PPAS.
Ambassadors’ next trip will be on April 27-29
to Preston Hollow in Dallas.
“The purpose of Ambassador’s trips is to continue relationships with churches that support
the school,” said Pastor Tucker Motley.

Sunrise Rotary Club
recognizes Seniors
by Miel Lee
Staff Writer

Presbyterian Pan
American
School
(PPAS) Senior Miriam Jimenez was
chosen as the Student of the Month
for February by the
Kingsville
Sunrise Rotary Club.
She
attended
breakfast on February 15 with the club.
“I was really excited for being selected as Student of
the Month. This is
a great opportunity
for me. All the hard
work during the
year has paid off. I
want to thank my
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Seniors, from left, Antonio
Ruiz and Miriam Jimenez.

teachers and Principal Mrs. Perez for
helping me get this
far,” Jimenez said.
The Sunrise Rotary Club of Kingsville awarded her
with a scholarship
to Texas A&M Uni-

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Milestones for
Black Panther

by Joshua Karangwa

trol,” Kasky said at an interview with Ellen DeGeneres.
As reported by The Wall
Street Journal, on February
21, Parkland students held
a ‘Walk Out’ to Tallahassee
to ban weapons. Moreover,
The Washington Post reported that Washington D.C.
was surprised by 17 high
school students on February 19, when they lay on the
ground in front of the White
House in silence for about
three minutes to represent
the amount of time it takes
to acquire a gun in America,
and the lives lost in Florida.
“In this case if you actively do nothing, people
continually end up dead, so
it’s time to start doing something,” Gonzalez said on a
gun control rally in Florida.

Eagles 4H Fashion advances to district
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consequential manner while
keeping the superhero dynamic that drives the franchise.
It feels like Marvel has seen
the impact they can make in
society through their movies,
and have embraced a greater
goal than simply selling the
next movie. Black Panther is
a comical, gloriously enthralling adventure-filled with diversity, strong messages, and a
range of representation never
seen before in the film industry. The Black Panther movie
release following a lengthy
history of overtly white representation in award winning
films has engulfed its audience
in a new movement of exotic
African attire, cultural diversity and redefinition of beauty
and moral standards. The audience gets to see Wakanda,
an isolationist utopian society
with technological advancements that make the rest of
the world look like early man.
Yet ironically Wakanda cherishes its ancient traditions
more than any other country.
Wakanda’s women are equals
to men, occupying the highest
positions in the nation. Shuri,
the princess of Wakanda, is the
genius behind the technological advancements of Wakanda. Okoye is the general and
the leader of the Dora Milaje,

an army of women picked from
every tribe to become Wakanda’s fiercest defenders, unquestioned even by the king himself.
This movie goes beyond Wonder Woman which was hailed
by its audience as a feminist
masterpiece because it shows
the strength of women without
removing or minimizing that of
men. Along with this, the representation of different people
through various characters in
the film allows every audience
to see a hero they can relate
to. Just like its characters, the
story is a blend of themes; there
is the portrayal of the progressive role of women in society, the
journey of an African American
(Killmonger) to discover his
roots, the rage of an AfricanAmerican molded by a system
of oppression, a vision of what
African nations could have been
without the influence of colonization and slavery, and a new
representation of true strength
of a man that is not driven by
violence but by the ability to
re-access decisions and realize
fault, the power of diplomacy
and education, the list goes on.
There are countless more messages in this work of art that
culd be discussed and this is
what makes this movie one of
the greatest of all time. This
movie is definitely a must watch.

tioned on Wednesday.
“I think that the Praise
Team is a good way
to show our love for
God,” Araujo said.
This was the first
year with new Pastor Rebekah TuckerMotley. Tucker-Motley and Dorm Parent
Rick
Saenz
were
the judges this year.
Senior Praise Team
member Karen Campuzano said, “I took
the audition two years
ago because both of

my sisters were in
Praise team. I hope it
went well for everyone
just as it did with me.”
Many students have
taken the auditions
already, but are still
waiting for the results.
“I’m excited that new
students would come
to be part of the Praise
team. It is something I
have enjoyed a lot and I
want other to experience
the same,” said current Praise Team member Arminda Ibarra.

by Eulalia Velazquez

Staff Writer
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Eagles 4H Fashion Duds to Dazzle Team.

The 4H Fashion Show took
place at the Harte Student
Center at Presbyterian Pan
American School (PPAS)
on Sunday March 11, 2018.
Members of the team were,
Regina Cano, Daniela Lara,
Angelita Míreles, Michaela
Mireles, Oliver Iracheta, Julio Galvan, Chirstian Peña,
Omar Ortiz, and Marcos
Uc. All of them competed
against schools in the Kle-

berg & Kennedy Counties.
Iracheta,
Galvan,
Peña, Uc, and Ortiz participated in a category
called “Duds to Dazzle.”
“Duds to Dazzle is a contest
where teams of youth are given a textile to repurpose using
only the items in their knowledge and skills learned in 4-H
clothing and textiles,” said
Niki Tijerina, 4-H sponsor.
“All boys, including me,

Staff Writer

On March 6th and
7th, the Praise Team,
which leads the worship services for students every Tuesday,
Thursday, and Sunday, had their annual spring auditions.
These audition were
an opportunity for students to worship the
Lord though singing
in the school’s chapel,
said Sophomore David Araujo, who audi-

were a team, and we got
second place,” Galvan said.
All girls except for Lara
competed in the category
called “Buying special interest.” In this category, participants needed to wear something that reflected a special
interest of them, such as
clothing. The results from this
competition were Angelita in
first place, Michaela in second
place, and Cano in third place.
Lara competed individually in the category “Fantastic
Fashion under 25 dollars.”
Participants were required to
purchase at a garage sale, with
just 25 dollars and wear it. Lara
got first place in this category.
“Make everything you wish
come true, even when you are
not sure of yourself,” Lara said.
Lara and Angelita advanced to District competition, which will be held on
April 6 at Texas A&M University-Kingsville as well
as the Duds to Dazzle Team.

Del
Toro wins Best Picture at the Oscars
by Rodrigo Chapa
Staff Writer

Praise Team auditions held
by Jesus Galvan

versity-Kingsville.
Senior
Antonio
Ruiz was chosen
as the Rotary Student of the Month
for November by
the Kingsville Sunrise Rotary Club.
“I feel honored to be
considered enough
to receive this scholarship,” Ruiz said.
He had breakfast in
town on November
16 and was awarded
with a scholarship
to Texas A&M University-Kingsville.
“I am really happy to receive this
scholarship. I feel
that all the hard
work I do and did is
worth it,” Ruiz said.
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Guillermo Del Toro.

The 90th Academy Awards
ceremony (commonly known
as Oscars), honored the best
films of 2017 in Los Angeles,
California on March 4, 2018.
During the ceremony, AMPAS present Academy Awards
in 24 categories. Comedian
Jimmy Kimmel hosted for a
second consecutive year, making him the first person to
host back-to-back ceremonies.
Mexican movie director Guillermo Del Toro stole the night
winning the most important
awards, Best Director and Best
Picture with his movie Shape

of Water which had 13 nominations and won.Best Production
Design, Best Original Score,
Best Director and Best Picture.
“My next stop, I’m going to
see my mom and my dad this
week (holding up both Oscars)
I’m going back home with these
two babies,” Del Toro said.
Del Toro was not the only
Mexican in the Oscars. Eiza
Gonzalez presented the awards
for Best Sound Editing and
Best Sound Mixing. Lupita
Nyongo presented the award
for Best Production Design,
Salma Hayek presented a short

movie, Eugenio Derbez introduced the performance of the
best original song, “Remember
Me,” from the animated movie
Coco with singers Gael Garcia
Bernal and Natalia Lafourcade.
Other awards were given to
Gary Oldman for best actor, Frances McDormand for
best actress, Original Screenplay for the movie Get Out,
Best Adapted Screenplay for
Call Me by Your Name, Best
Animated film for Coco, Best
Visual Effects for Blade Runner 2049 and multiple others.
The controversy from the night
was all about the Hollywood
harassment allegations againstmultiple executives, producers
and important persons from the
industry. It was uncertain if they
were going to touch that topic
on the most important night for
the actors or if new allegations
were going to be uncovered but
in the end, most of the people
there wore a pin with the words
#MeToo which is a movement
from all people who suffer
abuse and are afraid to speak up.
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