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Red Dragons everywhere, as we begin to see the melting
from another winter blast, it is evident that the 2017-2018
school year has been a very active one from a weather
standpoint. Although we have had to utilize delays and
cancellations, our students and teachers have all responded
to the extent that precious little class time and learning
have been impacted.

With that said, I am penning this

article on the heels of a school cancellation on
March 21. The west/central PA weather sure does keep
us on our toes. We look forward to an anticipated four
day spring break, starting with the District being closed
on March 30 and students returning to class on April
3. PLSD will be tentatively holding our last day of school
and the PL High School commencement ceremony on
June 5.
As we turn our attention from cancellations and delays
toward longer days and improved weather, several events
occur yearly to further confirm that indeed spring is upon

us. Our spring athletic season is in full swing. All spring sports teams have had opportunities to practice
both indoors and more preferably outside. The baseball and softball teams will have opened their seasons
on March 23. Track will open their season March 24. Please come out and support those students.
continued on page 2
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continued from page 1
A second annual sign of turning the corner is our academic cycle of standardized testing, which includes the PSSA
– Pennsylvania System of School Assessment, PASA – Pennsylvania Alternate System of Assessment, and
Keystone Exams. These tests will be administered over the next several weeks. The required testing grades and
audiences are students in grades 3-8 and students completing Algebra I, literature (English 10 or English 11), and
biology courses. As an educator, I find these assessments particularly useful as a source of data. The results help
us to identify our strengths and weaknesses as a district. As a person that thrives on competition, the results of
these assessments provide us with an opportunity to see how we compare to the other 499 school districts across
the Commonwealth. As a parent, I realize these tests can be disruptive to the normal ebb and flow of your student’s
life and may cause stress. To alleviate some of that stress, thus hopefully allowing the students to perform to the
best of their abilities, I offer these tips:


Establish a consistent bedtime routine that ensures students are well rested.



Encourage your student to eat breakfast daily - to that extent our very own Purchase Line Food Service

Department provides a well-balanced, nutritious, and in my humble opinion, tasty grab and go breakfast.


Model exercise and physical activity – according to the article Physical Fitness and Academic Achieve-

ment in Third- and Fifth-Grade Students by Darla Castelli et al published in the 2007 edition of the Journal
of Sport & Exercise Psychology, on pages 239-252, individuals who are physically active and fit perform
better in school.


Tell students that you are proud of them when they try their best. Regardless of whether the outcome

is below basic, basic, proficient, or advanced, we want the best effort from our students.
Lastly, I thank the students and families of PL for allowing me to serve them as their Superintendent for the 20172018 School Year. My family and I enjoy coming to PL events and talking to all of the students and families that
make us feel a part of the Red Dragon Family. In the spirit of my ancestral roots, I wish all of you a belated Happy
St. Patrick’s Day. Please enjoy the time over the weekend of March 30 through April 2 to enjoy the company of
your family.

Joseph A. Bradley
Superintendent of Schools
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Common Core-Friendly Games
Submitted By: Mrs. McCabe and Ms. Misurda

Students today are preparing to enter a world in which colleges and careers are expecting more than ever before. To
ensure that students are prepared after high school, the Common Core State Standards were created. The Common
Core is a set of learning guidelines for what students should know and be able to do in Math and English Language
Arts from kindergarten through 12th grade.
You can help your child(ren) boost their Common Core skills with these fun and educational games from Common
Sense Education, the nation’s leading nonprofit organization dedicated to helping teachers and families thrive in a
world of media and technology. Their experts have aligned the games with the Common Core, to connect what students learn in the classroom with what they do at home. Please check out some of these Common Core-friendly apps,
games, and websites to help your child achieve English Language Arts and Math goals in unique and engaging ways.
DragonBox Algebra 5+ age 5+
Children learn concepts of algebra in stellar game app.
Devices: iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad, Android, Kindle Fire, Apps for Windows, Windows Phone (2012)
Electric Sums - Lumio Addition & Subtraction (Full Version)
Plug into number sense, estimation skills, fluency.
Devices: iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad (2015)

age 6+

Cyberchase age 8+
Site based on PBS show is online learning at its best.
URL: http://pbskids.org/cyberchase (2011)
CK-12 age 10+
Math and science lessons.
http://www.ck12.org (2013)
Get the Math age 13+
Real people, real problems, real-world algebra solutions.
http://www.thirteen.org/get-the-math/ (2013)
Toontastic 3D age 6+
Animated story creator, new 3D graphics.
Devices: iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad, Android, Chromebook (2017)
News-O-Matic age 7+
Fun, interactive way for kids to learn about the world.
Devices: iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad, Android (2013)
Grammaropolis.com age 8+
Schoolhouse Rock! Reborn for fun grammar practice.
http://grammaropolis.com/ (2013)
Kids' Vocab - Mindsnacks age 10+
Fast-paced vocabulary practice with lessons, games.
Devices: iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad (2014)
The Learning Network age 12+
NY Times blog gives young people fluff-free news, discussion.
http://www.nytimes.com/learning (2011)
For more games, tools and resources, please visit https://www.commonsensemedia.org.
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Title I Presents: Junior High Gaming Sessions
Submitted By: Mrs. McCabe and Ms. Misurda
The Title I Math and Reading students in 7th and 8th grades have the opportunity to participate in a
Gaming Session during activity period. Parents are also invited to participate with their child in
this unique learning experience. Title I hopes to show our students and their parents how Math and
Reading are also important to many activities in our daily lives. Title I opened their Gaming Sessions
for this school year on February 16th and will hold another session on March 9th and April 20th.
Students who attended the first gaming session enjoyed the opportunity to choose from a number of
different board games that require either reading or math skills, or both. Some of the games that
were offered are: Yahtzee, Monopoly, Scattergories, Battleship, Guess Who, Life, 5 Second Rule,
and 24 Challenge.
All of our Title I teachers always look forward to the Gaming Sessions. It allows the Title I students
to use what they have been taught and have fun at the same time. It is also a great way to end a week
of hard work. Title I looks forward to the next Gaming Session and encourages all Junior High Title
I students to attend and bring a friend!

Technology Use in the Mathematics Classes at Purchase Line
Submitted By: Mr. Beers
The Study Island program has been used in the past and will continue to be used in PSSA
Math classes. Other classes that use this program are Math Structures. The Study Island
Program is also used in the English Department.
The Cognitive Tutor program has been renamed by Carnegie Learning for this current
school year. The new name is Mathia. In the future, Mathia will be used by the geometry
classes. The number of subscriptions will be reduced to 80 students.
Replacing Mathia, in algebra as well as in 7th and 8th grade math
classes, will be the “Get More Math” program. The program was
offered to the district for free this school year so we could try it.
The teachers who have tried the program have been very receptive
and feel that it will have a positive impact on the math classes.
The salesperson for “Get More Math” indicated that the current
curriculum in their program is suitable for courses such as 6th – 8th
grade Math classes and Algebra I type courses.
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Purchase Line’s Geography Bee 2018
Submitted By: Ms. Cowden

Eighth grade student Hannah Homerski won first place in the 2018 Purchase Line Junior
High Geography Bee held in the H.S. auditorium on February 22nd. This year’s second
place runner-up was 7th grader Cole Keith.
The PL Geography Bee consisted of ten seventh and eighth graders. This year’s finalists
included 8th graders Kahlan Lavender, Noah Peles, Ethan Peterson, Alex Bouch, Morgan
Passmore, James Huey and 7th graders Makinna Pearce and Rodney Ball. All 7th and
8th graders participated in seven preliminary rounds in their social studies classrooms in
early January. The students earning 7 correct answers out of the seven rounds become one
of the ten finalists. After the preliminary rounds, there is a tie breaker round between the
students who have answered 6 out of the 7 questions correctly. Tie breaker questions are
asked until there are 10 finalists for the final geography bee.
“The questions start off fairly easy and become more and more difficult as we go,” said high school Social Studies
teacher, Ms. Kate Cowden, who has organized the Bee since 2002. Ultimately the winner has a very good knowledge
of the countries of the world learned through their classes, reading current events, and watching educational programming. “The day of the Bee the participants are usually fairly nervous. There’s really no way to study, although if the
contestants don’t know the geography of the United States of America, they probably won’t last on stage for long.”
It’s a double elimination process. At first, the finalists have choices to pick from in order to answer the questions.
As the rounds continue, the difficulty increases and there are no choices given. The final question was, “A gold rush
in the early 1900s temporarily made Fairbanks the largest city in which state?” Hannah won by correctly answering,
“Alaska.” Ms. Cowden presented Miss Homerski with a National Geographic Medallion and Mr. Keith received an
inflatable globe. Seniors Madison Zometsky and Kelly Stiffler assisted with the scoring and time-keeping.
If you are inspired to brush up on your geography knowledge and skills, you and your children can go to
www.nationalgeographic.com/geobee. (Scroll to the bottom to find the daily quizzes.) Also, there are many free
geography apps on your phone or tablet. The questions change every day on the test so you can challenge yourself
to new geography questions each day. Congratulations to all the 2018 Purchase Line Junior High Geography Bee
participants, to the winner, Hannah Homerski, and runner up, Cole Keith. 7th graders be prepared for next year!
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Community and Alumni Dinner
Purchase Line High School
Homecoming Weekend
4:45 p.m.–6:45 p.m.–Dinner in the High School Cafeteria
7:00 p.m.–Program 2018 Alumni Hall of Fame Recipient in Auditorium
Class Reunions in Gymnasium

$15.00 per ticket
Tickets will be available at the Purchase Line High School Office starting August 13.
Call to reserve your ticket.
Jim Klyap - (725) 254 - 9421
or any
P.L. Red Dragon Foundation Trustee
Check out the Red Dragon Foundation at www.reddragonfoundation.org

KINDERGARTEN PRESENTS:
THEIR ANNUAL FARM SHOW

Come join us for a fun
filled evening!
When: April 19, 2018
Where: PLHS Auditorium
Time: 6:00 PM
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Purchase Line’s Fifth Annual Jump Rope for Heart Event
Submitted By: Mrs. Hardesty
This is the fifth year that Purchase Line Elementary was able to
participate in the Jump Rope for Heart event, sponsored by the American
Heart Association. The Jump Rope for Heart program is an event designed to teach kids jump roping skills,
understand how their heart works and to raise money to help kids with special hearts. Every year the students
watch a short video that explains about the Jump Rope for Heart event and includes a story on a Heart Hero.
A Heart Hero is a child that has had some type of heart condition. Along with their family, the child explains
their condition and how the Jump Rope for Heart Event has helped them.
Our event took place the week of February 12-16 during their regular Physical Education classes. The
gymnasium was full of Heart Healthy Activities that involved single rope jumping, long rope jumping, jump
rope tricks, blindfold jump roping, vertical jump, high jump, bowling, heart throw, heart push-up, sign a
heart, and plyometric boxes. A new station this year was a mini trampoline and the students loved it. I am
proud to say that the students did an amazing job! Everyone showed great sportsmanship and participation
throughout the week.
I am thrilled to announce that our Elementary raised $3,448.00 for the American Heart Association. That is
$545.00 over last year’s total! The students’ goal for the year was to raise $2700 and they surpassed it!
Logan Smith and Bethany Smith were the top fundraisers for the event and Mrs. Hanley’s homeroom is the
winner of the extra PE Class. I am also excited to announce that since we raised over $2,000 our school has
earned US Games gift certificates to order new physical education equipment!
This was a community service project and the students were provided the opportunity to raise money to fund
research, medicines, surgeries, and educational materials to lower the risks of Heart Disease. I would like to
give thanks to all parents, guardians for encouraging your children to help with this great cause. I would
also like to thank Purchase Line’s faculty and staff for making it such a success. Finally, thank you to all
the students for participating and making it a success!
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Dragon Delights Coffee Shop
Submitted By: Mr. Scott
Has Starbucks opened a coffee shop at Purchase Line?
No, that’s Dragon Delights Coffee Shop.
Mr. Scott’s class has now opened Dragon Delights
Coffee Shop. The idea behind this activity is to
include as many skills as possible into one activity.
While running the coffee shop, the students are
able to work on math, reading, vocational, and
social skills.
A typical week at the coffee shop begins on a Friday as the students determine what baked good they
will be offering. Once that is determined they prepare the order form. The order form offers a variety
of drinks and the baked good for the week. The beverages offered are coffee, tea, hot cocoa, and fresh
brewed iced tea. Once the students have the order form prepared they are distributed to the employees
at the high school. They utilize the mailboxes in the office as well as delivering to those who do not
have a mailbox. The next step involved is on Wednesday, the students process the orders. This is
done by writing down each teacher’s order as well as counting their money and making change if
necessary. After the orders are processed, the students determine what supplies are needed for the
orders. On Thursday, the students complete the baking activity for the week. Some examples of the
baked goods the students have prepared this school year are: chocolate gobs, salted caramel spiced bars,
strawberry cupcakes, peanut butter brownies, pumpkin chocolate chip cookies, Hollywood squares, etc.
Once the baking is complete the students place the baked goods in individual containers for delivery.
Friday morning the students prepare the coffee carts for delivery. This involves brewing the coffee and
iced tea, preparing hot water, loading baked goods, and making sure the carts are properly stocked.
Finally, it is time for delivery. Two carts leave the room in order to make the deliveries. The students
are responsible for interacting with the teachers and completing their orders as they travel around the
building. Once the deliveries are complete the final step is for the students to clean up. The students
are responsible for cleaning their carts and any mess which might have occurred within the classroom.
Overall, the students really enjoy working in the coffee shop. It gives them something to look forward
to and they love getting the feedback from those who ordered. Junior Stanley Wyno reported he “likes
running the coffee shop because it feels like he is
running his own business.” The faculty and staff at
the high school have really embraced the coffee shop
and look forward to the deliveries each week. Mr.
Thomas stated, “I am so impressed with how the
coffee shop students take such pride in their work
and they really show hospitality. The teachers
upstairs are always so excited to hear the cart rolling
in our hall. This is something we look forward to
and I believe Mr. Scott's students equally enjoy it.
Thank you for doing this!”
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100th Day of School
Miss Jedlowski’s
Room
111

Mrs. Falisec’s
Room
112

Mrs. Manzek’s
Room
113

Purchase Line Elementary First Grade’s
100th Day of School
Class Projects
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“Class of 2031”
Hooray! Hooray!
It’s a Special Day!
The “Class of 2031” is on
their way!

FIRST
AND
SECOND
GRADE MINI MUSICAL
APRIL 26, 2018
PLHS Auditorium
6:30 PM

Kindergarten registration
was held at the Purchase
Line Elementary School on
February 27th and 28th, 2018.
Any child who is 5 years
old by September 1, 2018
is eligible to attend
Kindergarten.
If you have not registered
your child please contact
the Elementary Office to
schedule an appointment.

“Poisson d’avril!”
Submitted By: Mr. Dorsey
April Fool’s Day is quickly approaching. Where the tradition of playing practical jokes on others
on April first comes from, we may not be certain; however, the French provide us with a possible clue.
Most French people are Roman Catholic and observe the practice of not eating meat during Lent. Meat is
replaced with fish during the Lenten period, thus fish has become a symbol for the end of Lent.
Today, the French attach a paper fish to the backs of others
as a fun way of celebrating the end of Lent. This practice actually
began with the clergy and what is referred to as “La Procession
des harengs” (or the Herring Procession). The people, including
the clergy, were tired of eating fish by the end of the 40-day
period of Lent. In the province of Champagne, in the city of
Reims, clergy would gather in front of the cathedral and process
through the city on the last Wednesday of Lent. The clergymen
would dress in their fine ceremonial garb with herrings hanging
from their backs on strings. As they proceeded down the streets,
they would attempt to step on the slimy fish of other clergymen.
On April 1 you may hear French children (young and old)
say, “Poisson d’avril!” in lieu of our “April Fool’s!” Many
unsuspecting French people will unknowingly be walking around
with a “Poisson d’avril” stuck between their shoulder blades.
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Purchase Line High School’s Fishing Club
Submitted By: Mr. Malarik
The Purchase Line High School Fishing Club has just started this 2017-2018 school year. It began as a
student request from several interested students who, in September, asked Mr. Malarik (PLHS Science
department) if he would be willing to sponsor such a club. Mr. Malarik is an avid fisherman who was one
of the founding members of the Meadville Area Senior High’s Outdoorsman’s Club. Mr. Malarik asked the
necessary questions about starting a club and the process was underway. After approval had been given, the
PLHS Fishing Club held the first official meeting in October. Forty six students went through the sign up
process for the club including completing a questionnaire to determine what club activities should be planned.
Club activities will focus on: fish species and population, rod and reel selection, line selection and spooling,
knot tying and selection, lure types and selection, casting techniques, patterning fish, effects of weather,
temperature, water quality, reading water, reading electronics, angler ethics and fishing etiquette, boat safety,
invasive species and conservation, and custom rod building.
The club is open to those: who have never fished before and wish to learn something new, who fish
occasionally and wish to maximize their time on the water, weekend warriors who wish to perfect their
techniques, who wish to compete in local club and open tournaments for cash, and who wish to compete
on a national level for scholarship opportunities.
PLHS Fishing club also held its first contest where students had to procure pictures of themselves catching
fish during the month of November. To ensure the pictures were genuine students had to hold up a specific
playing card selected at the beginning of the month. T.J. Buterbaugh ran away with the prize and a total of
18 fish images captured.
In November, the club was sponsored by both National Pro-Staff and American Tackle. The club received a
team fishing page free of charge on nationalprostaff.com. All team members were invited to join American
Tackle’s Pro-Staff to receive 50% discounts on all American tackle products. American Tackle also held a
custom rod build contest where students could win a free custom rod for signing up 10 members to American
Tackle. Timothy Arlott had the highest number of sign-ups with 7. While he did not win a custom rod from
American Tackle, Mr. Malarik provided him with a spinning rod and reel combo from Ardent Outdoors.
For the December meeting. Mr. Malarik gave a product review of the many American Tackle items in the
Black Friday American Tackle Bundle. Lane Chilcote had the best fish photo of December with a big brown
trout caught on a gray mop fly.
In January, Lucy Lee designed PLHS Fishing club shirts through Innovative in Mahaffey; they were well
received. For her efforts, Mr. Malarik provided her a spinning rod & reel combo from Ardent Outdoors.
In February, the PLHS Fishing Club received a visit from the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission Bureau
of Law Enforcement. Mr. Matthew A. Colian, Waterways Conservation Officer Southwest Region, who
provided a fish species of Pennsylvania brochure for every member, talked about what fish species are most
prevalent in the different local waterways and tips on water safety. The members were all assigned homework
to choose what species of fish they would like to pursue in order to tailor future lessons on fishing.
The March meeting should include tips on selecting rod & reel types based on the fish species you choose to
pursue. The club hopes to be able to get out and fish together as a group in both April and May.

PAGE 14

THE LINER

SPRING 2018

Industrial arts students learn skills, explore careers

Wayne Simmons, owner of Indiana Tool and Die, visited Industrial Arts students
March 8 to talk about his business and employment opportunities for the
students. He brought a die made in his shop. Simmons is a graduate of Purchase Line.

Senior Aubrey Bloxdorf is designing and making a modern-looking end
table in her Independent Drafting course. “I had to choose what kind of
wood to use, cut them all, and glue them all together,” she explained. The
ends of the table top are breadboard ends to keep it flat so it doesn’t
bow, and she left space in the breadboard ends so it can contract. “Wood
moves a lot,” she said. Bloxdorf will sand and stain the table top and
finish the drawing for her end table using Auto CAD software. Students in
Independent Metal Technology helped to make the legs for her table.

Students in the Wood Technology I elective course are making curio cabinets. Sophomore Faron Flynn has his cabinet held together with clamps (above, left).
Senior David Stephenson is wiping down his cabinet after sanding it (above, center). Sophomore Charles Schmittle poses with his cabinet which shows the
detail work from the dado router work (above, right).
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Davis combines drafting, metal, robotics skills

Senior Brandon Davis poses with a model piston and cylinder, a marker holder for a robot, a
head for a single cylinder gas engine, and a turbo charger he made in his Drafting III class
(pictured left to right above). Davis first drew each part in Auto CAD software, then saved each
as an STL file to print on the 3-D printer purchased by the Red Dragon Foundation. The parts
take a long time to print—the marker holder took almost 3 hours! The marker holder was
created for the robots used in Davis’ Robotics class. “We program the robot to draw shapes
and pictures,” Davis said, and the marker holder enables the robot to draw when it moves.
The model piston and cylinder demonstrates how a crank shaft works to move a piston up
and down in an internal combustion engine. After making the first piston, Davis had to adjust
his design so the piston would stay centered when it moved. The idea to make the head for
the motor of a single cylinder gas engine came from working on his own four-wheeler. Davis
made up the dimensions when drawing it on Auto CAD. “I used a unicam,” he explained. “One
cam shaft opens and closes four valves to work them.” The motor is shown disassembled
(right, top). Davis made the rods to keep the two halves of the motor together in his Metal
Technology I class. “I drilled into the middle of a large piece of brass and turned it on the
laithe. I used the laithe to put knurling on the nut.” He attached the nut to a 1/4-inch aluminum rod (shown right, bottom). The turbo charger has moving parts on the exhaust side and
the compressor side. Davis drew each part separately to make movable parts. “More students
need to know that we can do this in our classes,” said Davis who enjoys learning in a handson way and combining the skills he is learning in several classes into all of these projects.
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Students use software to create documents

Students in Microcomputer Applications created block style
business letters and invitations for their chapter projects.
Freshman Terri Bugay creates an invitation for her project
(above, right).

Cooking students create garnishes with fruit
Senior Brady Gallaher
created a swan apple
during the garnishing unit
of his Cooking for Special
Occasions class (left).
Gallaher followed a video
presented to students as a
challenging alternative to
the basic swan apple design required of students
during the lab. The garnishing unit helps students to
develop knife skills and
safety habits when using a
knife. Senior Brooke Miller
(below, left) made the
swan she holds as well as
another bird design.

Freshman Dalton Dewitt made an apple
swan (left) and an orange rose (above).
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Career Preparation in the Schools
Submitted By: Mrs. Lambie
The Pennsylvania Legislature and the Department of Education took steps to increase focus on career
preparation in the schools. Chapter 339 and the Future Ready PA Index recently directed schools to take
steps to ensure all students are working to prepare for life after high school and are career ready.
As part of the Future Ready PA Index, schools are now required to have students document their career
planning activities in the form of career artifacts. Students in each grade level will need to complete and
have documented a set number of career preparation activities. The counselors have many things in place
already. They are actively working to make sure all requirements will be fully implemented next year.
The Future Ready PA Index has schools beginning career awareness instruction in the elementary schools
and wants the schools to offer career pathways that lead to industry recognized credentials. Students are to
have career portfolios beginning in Kindergarten and will contain artifacts/pieces of evidence that show that
the Career Education and Work (CEW) Standards have been meaningfully addressed.
The requirements are as follows:
By the end of grade 5 – the student is to have produced 6 or more pieces of evidence (at least 2 by the end
of grade 3; 2 in grade 4; and 2 in grade 5) that meaningfully address the 4 strands of the CEW standards.
By the end of grade 8 - the student is to have produced 6 or more pieces of evidence (at least 2 by the end
of grade 6; 2 in grade 7; and 2 in grade 8) that meaningfully address the 4 strands of the CEW standards.
One piece of evidence must be the creation of an individualized career plan.
By the end of grade 11 - the student is to have produced 8 or more pieces of evidence that meaningfully
address the 4 strands of the CEW standards. At least 2 pieces of evidence for the band must show that the
student implemented their individualized career plan.
The career portfolio must contain a total minimum of 20 pieces of evidence.
Chapter 339 requires the schools to have a board approved K-12 Guidance Plan that addresses school-wide
programs that includes career development of students. The K-12 plan for Purchase Line is due November
2018. The counselors have been working on the plan for two years. Much of the plan being proposed
includes activities that have long been done through the student services department and the other school
departments. Along with the Guidance Plan, Chapter 339 wants schools to have an advisory committee made
up of people from different groups in the community. The PL career advisory committee has been meeting
for about a year. It is made up of parents, employers, teachers, students, administrators, counselors, and
school board members.
At PL, the faculty and administrators are always looking for ways to provide meaningful experiences for
students to help guide and prepare each student for life after high school through academic, personal/social,
and career development. Activities and experiences may vary depending on the students’ goals which is
why counselors try to meet with each student individually at least once a year and in groups throughout the
year to recommend activities to prepare them for post-secondary life.
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National Honor Society at PL gains new members
Submitted By: Mr. Thom
Written By: Sadie Jobe
The National Honor Society group
is one of the hardest groups to get
into while in high school. To get in,
students have to maintain high
grade point averages and have a
good standing within the school. It
is an honor to be in the club, and
those who achieve that honor deserve to be recognized for it.
At the start of this year, the only
members of the club were seniors
who were inducted last year as
juniors. These seniors are Senior
Aubrey Bloxdorf, Senior Lucinda
Lee, Senior Brittany McConnell,
Senior Ethan Brady, Senior Kyle
Gearhart, Senior David Stephenson,
Senior Micah Kurka, Senior Alex
Boring, Senior Sadie Jobe, Senior
Whitney Lowe, Senior Madilyn Ober,
and Senior Benjamin Hansel. Now,
the group has grown significantly.
During this month, three seniors
and ten juniors accepted their
invitation to join National Honor
Society. Seniors Megan Faught,
Madison Zometsky, and Brittany
Eyler accepted their invitation.
Juniors Lauren Boring, Marley
Rearick, Madison Albright, Ryan
Byers, Abigail Ewing, David Fyock,
Cecilia Kravarik, Jennifer Lomman,
Eliza Moore, and Emily Peles also
accepted.
These new members will be inducted later this year April 5 at the
National Honor Society banquet.
At the banquet, the seniors who
were inducted last year and hold
certain positions will give speeches
and help to induct the new
members. The seniors will also be
honored with the reading of their
activities and accomplishments.
Parents and family of all members
are also invited to join the ceremony and meal.
As previously stated, it is an honor
to be asked to join National Honor
Society. Some of the new members
were asked how they felt about

getting into National Honor Society.
Senior Madison Zometsky said, “It
is an honor to be part of a group like
the National Honor Society. It shows
not only me, but other people how
hard I try in my academics and that
I care about my school work. It is a
privilege that I am proud to be a part
of.”
Junior Madison Albright had a
similar answer when she was asked
how it felt to be in National Honor
Society. “It is so exciting! I have
always worked hard in school and
now all my hard work is showing. I
am very blessed to have this
opportunity,” said Albright.
Junior Eliza Moore said, “It feels
great to have been asked to join. I
hope to gain many experiences.”
Some members work hard in
school without knowing it may get
them into National Honor Society.
Others work hard with the intention
of making it in. Senior Megan Faught
said, “It feels great to be in National
Honor Society. It has always been
a goal of mine, and it is such an
amazing accomplishment.”
The new members are not the only
ones proud of their accomplishments. Last year’s members are also
proud of the new members for their
accomplishments that got them a
spot in National Honor Society.
McConnell had this to say about the
new members, “I like who was asked
to join and they deserve to be there.”
Ober was inducted last year and
was asked how she felt about the
new members. “I know how excited I
was when I was inducted, so it is
nice to see the new members just as
excited. We all worked hard to get
into National Honor Society,” said
Ober.
Alex Boring is also a two year
member. Boring also remembers
his invitation to join National Honor
Society. “I thought it was an honor
to be asked to join. It was a great

opportunity, and I hope the new
members see it that same way,”
said Boring.
The club is known to have
well-mannered members. Kurka
finds this an important value and
hopes the new members feel the
same. Kurka said this about how
he feels about the new members,
“I think that it is an obvious honor
to be asked to join. I hope they
can uphold the values of the club
like past members. They should
also use the club to their full
advantage.”
No matter how a student makes
it into the club, they definitely
deserve to be there. By working
hard inside and outside of school,
they will be recognized as members of the prestigious National
Honor Society. As Senior Aubrey
Bloxdorf said, “National Honor
Society is an honor that not many
people get to have. It is an award
for your hard work.”

Community service
opportunities for National
Honor Society members
National Honor Society members
must maintain their high grades to
stay in the club. They must also serve
a few hours of community service in
order to stay in the group. In past
years, members have helped out
with activities involving elementary
students. Science Teacher and
National Honor Society Advisor
Michael Thom continuously alerts
members to upcoming community
service opportunities. If you are a
member of National Honor Society in
need of community service hours,
speak to Mr. Thom about any
upcoming events that you could help
with. If you have your own ideas, also
speak to Mr. Thom about them.

23
Baseball - Saltsburg - H 4:00 pm

30
Baseball - Marion Center - A 4:00 pm

22

29

Softball - Marion Center A - 4:30 pm

16
School Board Regular
Meeting - 7:00 pm

15

24
JH Track - Blairsville/Saltsburg
- H - 4:00 pm

PTA Meeting - 7:00 pm

JH Track - Marion Center - A 4:00 pm

Softball - United - H - 4:00 pm

17
Baseball - United - H 4:00 pm

JH Track - Northern Cambria H - 4:00 pm

Softball - Penns Manor - A 4:00 pm

School Board Work
Session - 7:00 pm

10
PSSA - English, Language
Arts - Grades 3 - 6

Tuesday

9
Baseball - Penns Manor - A 4:00 pm

3

8

Monday

2
No School - Easter Vacation

1

Sunday

April 2018

PLES - Family Fun Night Elementary - 5:00 pm
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7
Baseball - Penns
Manor - H - 4:00 pm
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PHEAA presents:

Did YOU Know…

Learn strategies to pay for schooling
after high school

The High School Guidance Office website shares links to information
about…
Summer Camps and Other Academic
Opportunities outside the school day?
Community Service Opportunities?
Career Information and Job Searches?
Financial Aid?
Post-Secondary Options?
Scholarships?
Testing Information?

Open to All Students, Parents,
Guardians

Check it out at
www.plsd.k12.pa.us

Financial Aid
Workshop
April 30, 2018
7 pm
HS Cafeteria

