Meet the Head of School
Barbara Porter occupies a special place in the
history and life of St. Francis School. She is
both Founder and Head of School, and it is
her vision of education and attention to each
student’s unique assets and needs that has
driven the excellence for which St. Francis has
become known.
Barbara is British-born, raised and educated
in the north of England near the Yorkshire/
Lancashire border. After graduating from the
Victoria School of Education of Manchester
University, she taught in London for a short
time before taking a teaching position in the
United States.
Prior to moving to Austin, Barbara spent time
teaching in private schools in Indianapolis,
Indiana and Sacramento, California. She also
spent three years teaching English as a second
language in Zaragoza, Spain. Austin has been
her home for over twenty-five years. During
most of this time she has been the Head of
School at St. Francis.

Since living in Austin, Barbara has spent
a number of years volunteering for CASA
(Court Appointed Special Advocates)
and Hospice Austin. She is a graduate
of the Leadership Austin class of 2000.
Currently, Barbara serves on the Board of
TAAPS (Texas Association of Accredited
Private Schools), and is the TAAPS
Commissioner of the Texas Private
School Accreditation Commission. She is
a member of “Town & Gown” and serves
on the Board of Trustees for St. David’s
Foundation Community Fund and St.
David’s Community Health Foundation
Initiatives.

Letter from St. Francis Board President
It’s hard to believe that our family has been at St. Francis for 11
years now; it seems like just yesterday that my daughter started
kindergarten. But she’s in high school now, and my son just started
seventh grade -- and I’m reminded again of how lucky we were
to have find St. Francis all those years ago. Over the years, I’ve
come to appreciate what a wonderful, unique place it is. A place
where all kids are respected as individuals, where tolerance and
diversity are practiced every day, and where a close-knit community
supports and nurtures the school’s mission in ways big and small.
I’ve witnessed so many improvements to the school’s campus: the
construction of the Ben and Melanie Barnes Gymnasium, the
addition of a new wing for the lower middle school, the creation
of the Learning Center and the middle school library, the recent
improvements to the parking lot, and – coming soon – a new
scoreboard, floor and HVAC system for the Barnes Gym. Our
academic programs have been similarly strengthened and enriched,
thanks to the best teachers and staff in Austin.
I’m also very excited about the ongoing partnership between St.
Francis and the Central Texas Autism Center. As you may know,
we’ve been running a pilot program with CTAC for the past two
years, with CTAC offering a program for 4-5 students housed at
St. Francis. Interaction between CTAC and St. Francis students is
integral to the program, and has been tremendously beneficial to
both groups. I’m happy to report that we’ve entered into a longterm commitment with CTAC, and are delighted to welcome these
families as members of the St. Francis community.
In 2013-14, over 96% of families contributed to the annual fund.
That fund, together with the Howl, the Spring Gala, book fairs
and other fundraisers throughout the year, raised over $300,00 for
classroom resources, technology improvements, and scholarships.
At the same time, the Chili Cook Off, the garage sale and Parents’
Nights Out raised money to support the 8th graders’ annual trip to
Italy. And if you put a dollar value on the hundreds of volunteer
hours donated to the school, the total amount raised would surely
be in the millions. So on behalf of the Board of Directors, I want
to say THANK YOU for everything you give to the school --- your
time, your financial support, and your commitment. St. Francis
simply wouldn’t be St. Francis without you.
All the best,
Mary Marrero
St. Francis Board President

Financial
Financial Information
Information

Revenue - $4,382,200.07
Revenue - $4,382,200.07

Expense - $4,210,110.55
Expense - $4,210,110.55

2013/2014 Financial Information
Current Assets:
Cash

$496,455.10

Other Current Assets:
Acct. Receivables

$28,638.33

Non-Current Assets:
Fixed Assets

$4,791,315.00

Operating Reserve

$428,987.03

Endowment Acct

$393,982.00

Total Assets:

$6,139,377.46

Current Liabilities:
Acct. Pay

$16,686.14

Prepaid Tuition

$109,126.69

Current Long-Term Debt

$164,500.00

Non-Current Liabilities:
Long-Term Debt
Total Liabilities:

$1,336,317.66
$1,626,630.49

29 years of service: Here is what
you’ve helped us achieve

• Over 5,300 students served
• 700 years of combined teaching experience
• Over $1,000,000 raised in a 2010 Capital Campaign for an
upgraded and expanded campus
• Accreditation by the Texas Alliance of Accredited Private Schools

2013/2014 School Year
•
•
•
•
•
•

$4,400,000 annual operating budget
479 Donors
96 Volunteers
2014 Spring Enrollment: 370 students
Pre-K: 19 K-5th: 197 6th-8th: 154
50 Staff Members

SFS Student Diversity Breakdown
Ethnic Diversity
12% - African American
10% - Hispanic
9% - Asian
69% - Caucasian
45% - Female students
55% - Male students
3% - Same-sex parents
Financial Diversity
20% - Students on scholarship

