The Eagle’s Nest
STAR Student Quinntavious Williams and
STAR Teacher Constance Lee
The STAR Student for Mitchell County High
School is Quinntavious Williams. Quinntavious
is the son of Ester Pinkins, a teacher at Mitchell
County Middle School. Quinn plans to attend
Morehouse College and major in Engineering.
He chose Ms. Constance Lee, Language Arts
teacher, as his STAR Teacher.
The Student
Teacher Achievement Recognition (STAR)
program is sponsored by the Professional
Association of Georgia Educators and locally by
the Bank of Camilla. See STAR Student page 7.
Left: Ms. Constance Lee and Quinntavious Williams
were presented with certificates from Mr. Ray T.
Muggridge, III, representative from the Bank of
Camilla.

We are proud to announce that the
Mitchell County School System is fully
accredited with no reservations for the
next five years! See Accreditation page 8.
MCHS Students Present at
Capitol Hill Tech Day
in Washington, D.C.

Kentrell Washington, Cornelius Shelton
and Quinntavious stand on the steps of
the Capitol building in Washington, D.C.

On March 4, 2009, Capitol Hill Tech Day was held in
the foyer of the Rayburn Building in Washington,
D.C. The Georgia Educational Technology Centers
chose students from the Capitol Tech-Atlanta
presentation (held on January 28) to participate in
Capitol Hill Tech Day in Washington, D.C. Capitol
Hill Tech Day was a collaborative effort between
Georgia’s schools and the state’s Educational
Technology Centers. Sixteen students from across
Georgia, including Mitchell County High School
students Cornelius Shelton, Kentrell Washington, and
Quinntavious Williams, presented to the U.S.
legislators how they are using technology in their
learning. Students and teachers were eager for
legislators to see how using technology helps to
increase student achievement, facilitate the
educational process, develop career skills, and build
global communities. See Capitol Hill pages 10-11.
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GSBA and GSSA Members Meet
with Legislators
The Georgia School Board Association (GSBA) and
Georgia School Superintendents Association (GSSA)
hosted a joint day at the Capitol on Monday, March 9, 2009
to discuss legislative issues affecting public schools and
share with legislators how decisions made at the state level
impact local schools. Superintendent Beauford Hicks and
GSBA President/Mitchell County Board of Education Chair
Joe White attended these informative sessions.
Left: Gillis (Skip) Dawkins, GSBA Past President and
Houston County Board Member; Jeannie M. (Sis) Henry,
GSBA Executive Director; Governor Sonny Perdue, Julia
Bernath, GSBA President and Fulton County Board
Member; and Joe White, who is the GSBA President Elect.

Dr. Seuss Celebration at MCPS
On March 2, 2009, Ms. S. Jones’ class celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday. In the days leading up to his birthday,
the children read several Dr. Seuss books such as, “Green Eggs and Ham”, “The Cat in the Hat”, “The Foot
Book”, “Marvin K. Mooney Will You Please Go Now!”, “The Tooth Book”, and “Mr. Brown Can Moo! Can
You?” The children visited each first grade class to take a survey of each child’s favorite Dr. Seuss book. The
information from each class was used to create tally tables and bar graphs. Their final task was to find out first
grade’s favorite Dr. Seuss book. “The Cat in the Hat” was first grade’s favorite book. In addition, the children
did a book report on their favorite book. Mrs. Jennifer Jackson and Mrs. Tywanna Taylor were the two
celebrity readers visiting the class. The most exciting part of the celebration was when Ms. S. Jones read
“Happy Birthday To You!” written by Dr. Seuss and the children had a party to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday.

The Eagle’s Nest is the
official newspaper for the
Mitchell County School System.
All articles for publication in this
newsletter should be
electronically submitted to the
school media specialist by the
15th of each month.
Visit us on-line at
http://mitchell.schooldesk.net
Produced by:
Ruth Lee, Public Relations
Coordinator
Special thanks to everyone who
contributed and who helped
proof this issue.

Mrs. Jackson and Mrs. Taylor are pictured
reading “I Can Read With My Eyes Shut”
and “The Tooth Book”.

Curnesha Davis

Mrs. Fran Sheffield with the
children making word in the “at”
family during Center-time.

It is the policy of the Mitchell
County School System not to
discriminate on the basis of race,
color, sex, religion, national
origin, age, or disability in any
employment practice,
educational program, or any
other program, activity or
service.
Abbreviations:
Mitchell Co. Primary (MCPS)
Walker-Inman (WIES)
Mitchell Middle (MCMS)
Mitchell Co. High (MCHS)
Mitchell Co. School System
(MCSS)

Damion Haynes and Zandasia
McGee enjoys cake and ice cream.
Kenaiya Young and Shamar Fair
stand in front of the graphs.

Ms. S. Jones’ class celebrates the birthday of
Dr. Seuss.

Parents, if you do not wish for
your child’s picture to be placed
in the newsletter or on the
MCSS web site, please go to the
Central Office to sign a waiver
form.
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MCPS Black History Program
“A Dream Fulfilled” was the theme of Mitchell County Primary School’s Annual Black History Program held on February 24,

2009. Participants from Pre-K through second grade displayed many talents celebrating history of past and present African
Americans. The Mitchell County High School Color Guard presented the flag and led the pledge of allegiance. Each Pre-K class
performed a skit or song including, “Little Sally Walker,” and “Miss Dina’s.” First grade students performed “Cotton Fields” skit
and second grade students performed “Take This Hammer” skit. Kindergarteners remembered the important dates in the life of
Martin Luther King, Jr. Lance Robinson, (shown below) a student in Mrs. Thomas’ first grade class, recited parts of King’s
famous “I Have A Dream” speech. The second grade chorus sang “King Jesus Is A Listening.” The faculty, staff, and students
were introduced to the First Family of the United States. This family was protected by the Secret Service personnel who were
dressed all in black. Jarrian Peoples, a second grader in Mrs. G. Davis-Jones’ class, rendered parts of President Barack Obama’s
inaugural address. The program ended with the singing of “Lift Every Voice and Sing.”

MCPS Students Meet Their AR Goals
More than 160 students at MCPS met their AR goals for the 3rd nine weeks. Students enjoyed a movie and popcorn. After
the movie, they had a fun time blowing and catching bubbles around the playground.

Who Am I?
The kindergarten students in Mrs.
Amanda Dawson and Mrs. Freida
Smith's class studied living and nonliving things in science. They had to
choose an animal and draw a picture.
Then they had to write three clues to
describe their animals. The pictures and
clues were displayed in the hall on the
bulletin board.
Left: Harold Hook, Xavier Williams
and Jaydyn Peters.
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WIES Read Across America 2009
By: Mrs. LaJuana Smith, WIES Literacy Coach
On Monday, March 2, 2009, the faculty, staff, and students celebrated
“Read Across America.” Many of the faculty and staff wore special t-shirts
along with Dr. Seuss hats. The entire school enjoyed green eggs and ham
for breakfast. After morning announcements, the student body recited the
“Read Across America” pledge and listened to the book of the month,
Hooray for Diffendoofer Day! The students enjoyed many guest readers
who came and read a variety of Dr. Seuss books. The special guests
included Mr. Tholen Edwards, Mr. Xzavier Williams, Deputy Robert Ms. White with Mr. Xzavier
Rumble, Mr. Bennett Adams, Rev. James Edwards, Lt. Aycock, Sgt. S. Williams, a former 1st grade student
Lt. Aycock
Adkins, Rev. Joe R. Thomas, and Mrs. T. Stinson. Fifth graders were
given a special treat. Mr. Scott Routsong from the Desoto Trail Library in Pelham, Georgia gave a fun-filled presentation
filled with animal balloons, skits, and many other engaging activities for the students and their teachers. Following a lunch
that included green mashed potatoes, the students enjoyed watching “The Cat in the Hat” video. At the end of this wonderful
day, students were presented with participation certificates.

Board member Tholen Edwards reads a
story to the students.

DyQuarrius Morgan and Dr. Davis, 4th grade

Guest reader: Mr. B. Adams reads to
Mrs. E. Holton’s 3rd grade class.

WIES Students Write Their Own Stories
Students in Mrs. Tarleton’s class at Walker Inman Elementary School celebrated Dr. Seuss’
birthday not just in reading but also in writing. After listening to the book Horton Hears a
Who, the students were given the opportunity to write their own Dr. Seuss style story.
They titled their stories (Name) Hears a What. The students diligently worked on their
stories to include such things as dialogue and conflict. After several rounds of editing with
groups and with the teacher, students put the stories into a story book. The books were then
illustrated. To complete the publications, students created covers for their books. The class
enjoyed working on these projects and cannot wait to share and display their creations.
Left: Darrion Burnett, Miya Reese, Alisha St. Pierre, Eric Hill, and Temia Huntley
working in groups on their books.

MCPS PTA Meeting
On March 12, 2009, Mitchell County Primary School
PTA held its monthly meeting. Parents were informed
about CRCT test taking skills and how parents can help
students get ready. Mitchell County Baby Eagles
cheerleaders got the crowd pumped up with a CRCT
cheer. Mrs. Palmer, the school counselor, gave testtaking pointers and discussed parent tips. Students sang
“Test Me” and the “CRCT Song.” The CRCT song was
in the tune of “YMCA” and parents got a chance to get
involved by doing the motions to this song.
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School Systems across the State Consider Options with GaDOE
For the past several years, steering committees formed within the Georgia Department of Education have been working to
evaluate educational programs and funding in Georgia schools. These actions are necessary because by June 30, 2013, all
schools in Georgia will have to choose between charter school system status, Investing in Educational Excellence (IE2) contract
status, or to declare status quo, in which they would continue to follow the rules outlined under the state’s Quality Basic
Education Act. The state will be asking school systems to decide on which system and also set standards as part of the state’s
effort to help schools achieve educational goals. These contracts will allow school systems greater flexibility in exchange for
increased accountability. The contracts allow school systems to decide how they want to spend state monies in order to achieve
the best results for their students.
Charter School Systems are public schools that receive state and federal dollars for education. They operate under a charter,
which explains what it wants to do and how it will operate. A charter system provides the opportunity for teachers,
administrators, parents, and school boards to have greater flexibility to determine the educational needs of students within their
district. While the charter school must meet all federal mandates, it is allowed some leeway under the state’s Title 20 rules and
may request waivers from provisions of Title 20. Under Georgia’s charter school system law, all the schools in a system operate
under a charter. Under charter system status, schools have flexibility to relax class size and seat time restrictions. School
systems are able to be more creative with student instructional time. President Obama supports the charter school system
concept and encourages school districts to pursue the option. Charter school systems shall earn approximately $100 in
additional funds for each FTE for every year of the charter term. In addition, charter systems are eligible to apply for federal
implementation grants, ranging from $200,000 to $600,000, and state grants in the amount of $125,000.
IE2 (referred to as “IE squared”) stems from Governor Sonny Perdue’s education finance reform initiative and provides an
opportunity for school systems to enter into a partnership contract with the Georgia State Board of Education and the
Governor’s Office of Student Achievement to provide more local control regarding important education decisions and
expenditures. Under IE2, school districts create a strategic plan that clearly identifies the flexibility sought from Georgia
education laws, accountability goals, and federal NCLB requirements. Consequences imposed upon districts which do not reach
accountability goals will also be included in the strategic plan. According to HB 1209, IE2-contracted schools that do not meet
their IE2 accountability goals by the end of the contract period will be converted to charter schools. At this time, there are not
any proposed funding incentives under the IE2 contract.
Both contracts, whether to operate as a charter school system or under an IE2 contract agreement, would be a contract with the
Georgia Department of Education. The biggest difference between these two contracts would be the level of flexibility. IE2
would have far less flexibility. Another major difference between charter school systems and IE2 agreements are with school
governance. Charter systems will have more parent/community involvement with school councils. If a system chooses status
quo, the system will lose the ability to request any waiver, except class size, from the State Board of Education.
For additional information: http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/pea_charter.aspx?PageReq=CIIAPCharterFAQS
www.forsyth.k12.ga.us
The Mitchell County School System has been awarded a five thousand dollar planning grant to investigate the pros and cons of the
implementation of a charter system in the future. A system-wide meeting for school personnel was held on March 20, 2009 to provide
pertinent information about this process. This was one of several meetings that will investigate the benefits that such a change in district
organization will provide for the students assigned to the school district in the future. (See page 16 for the dates of the next meetings.)

YAM!
By Emily Holton
March is Youth Art Month (YAM)! In celebration of YAM, the MCMS
Art Club will be sponsoring an art contest. This year’s theme for YAM
is “Art for All,” stressing how important it is to advocate art for all
schools in Georgia. The activity for the art contest requires students to
color inside a provided map of Georgia. The top ten pieces of artwork
selected will be painted in a mural located outside the art room at
MCMS. Mrs. Holton and the Art Club will paint the mural. Mrs. Holton
hopes to have the mural completed by the end of the school year.
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Mitchell County High School Students Participate in
Operation Anthrax 2009: Mitchell County Full Scale Exercise
On March 11, first responders, healthcare professionals, students, and volunteers spent an intense morning experiencing how
the community would respond if a biological terrorist attack overwhelmed the Mitchell County Hospital, claimed more than
20 lives and required rapid distribution of drugs to safeguard Mitchell County’s population of 24,000. “The event, Operation
Anthrax 2009: Mitchell County Full Scale Exercise, was sponsored by the Southwest Georgia Public Health District and used
guidelines established by Homeland Security and the Federal Emergency Management Agency,” said Mitchell County Health
Department County Nurse Manager Jeri Barnes. Forty-three 9th graders from Mitchell County High School Freshman
Academy took part in the exercise. Shown below are some of the 9th graders being processed.

MCMS Students of the Month for February:
6th Grade: Oriana Ortega, 7th Grade: Correnda Harvey, 8th Grade: Yajaira Aldavera

MCMS Teachers of the Month:
January: Ms. R. Carter and February: Mr. C. Frazier

Book Fair
MCMS Media Specialist, Mrs. Pam Taylor, would like to extend a
special thanks to all students, parents, community members, and
faculty members who supported the Mitchell County Middle School
Book Fair.
Profits from the fair, totaling approximately $600 were used to put
more books on the media center shelves and in the hands of students.

Motivating Students
By: Pamela Taylor
On March 13, New Orleans Saints player Charles Grant visited Mitchell County Middle
School. Mr. Grant encouraged students to do well in school in order to reap the benefits
as adults. During the motivational speech, Mr. Grant gave away $100 to each student in
the eighth grade who has made all “A’s” and “B’s” this school term. Students also
attended the 6th Annual Charles Grant’s “Kid’s Day Out” celebration Saturday, March 14,
at Milford Park in Colquitt. Mr. Grant provided free food, T-shirts, games, prizes, rides,
music, and celebrity autographs. Featured NFL players included George Foster (Detroit
Lions), Leonard Pope (Arizona Cardinals), and Thomas Davis (Carolina Panthers) just to
name a few. Mitchell County Middle School would like to extend a special thanks to Mr.
Grant for the genuine compassion and special interest he has shown our students.
Left: Tiffany King and Tony Saxon proudly display their reward.
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STAR Student and STAR Teacher

continued from page 1

Quinntavious Williams said, “I am very grateful to be chosen as STAR student and to receive the Robert Byrd Scholarship. I
feel like all the hard work that I put in at the beginning of my senior year is paying off. I didn’t just take the test once and
receive a high score. The first test that I took was the ACT and I received a 25. I was praised by everyone for my “high” score.
Therefore, when I got a fee waiver to take the SAT, I really didn’t care about it because I was settling for what I made on the
ACT. I put forth almost no effort and wasted a lot of potential. I received a 1600 which I thought was a pretty good score, and I
received praise for it. However, it was not high enough to be STAR student or to receive a scholarship to Morehouse College.
My writing score of a 480 wasn’t high enough to receive the honor of being STAR student, and in order to get a scholarship
from Morehouse College, I had to have either a 27 or a 1700. When I found this out, I was heartbroken. I went back to the
drawing board. In order to become STAR Student, I had to have my scores in by December 1, 2008. I discovered this in
October, and there was only one test left in November. Registration for this test was over, so I gave up in certain defeat. Then,
Mr. G. Woodams, my physics teacher, told me about being a standby for the test. I talked to Mr. Adams about it and he said, “If
you want to take the test, you better go find out what you have to do because the test is in two weeks.” Therefore, I went on the
internet and found out that in order to be a standby I had to fill out the registration form and pay a $38 standby fee along with
the $45 fee to take the test. Next, I had to get a registration form. My school had none, and I started to give up, but Mrs. T.
Rossitter told me “Quinn, don’t give up. Call the other schools and try to get one from them.” I did but they weren’t too eager to
hand one over to me. I went to Mrs. Marcus, a graduation coach, and she said that she would get it for me. Naturally, I was a
little wary of someone promising to do something that I had been trying all week to do and time was running out, so I continued
trying to get one. However, sure enough she did get me one just in time with three days to spare. I did some things that I didn’t
do the first time: I studied, got a lot of sleep, ate a good breakfast, and took two calculators and a million pencils. No pressure
right? After all, I had already taken the test once. Yeah right? That’s what I thought, but when I got the test, the pressure
mounted because more was riding on this test than the last. After the test, I anxiously waited on the results. When I received
them, I was very happy. My writing score went to a 520, but my critical reading surprised me the most. I didn’t even study
much for that section and it went from a 550 to a 690. My score for the test was a 1690, and my combined score was a 1720
which was enough to receive star student and the scholarship. I received both STAR Student and a scholarship of full tuition
from Morehouse.
I wouldn’t have received them had it not been for a lot of hard work, my mom, Mr. Woodams, Mr. Adams, Mrs. Rossitter, and
Mrs. Marcus. I thank all of you. I chose Ms. C. Lee as STAR Teacher because out of all the teachers I have had, she was the
only teacher that gave me a run for my money. She challenged me like no other teacher had ever done. She gave us a ton of
work on a level that was higher than we were used to and expected all of it to be turned in on time. I know that she genuinely
cares about what happens to ALL of her students, and she wants to see everyone succeed. She will do everything in her power
to help a student pass her class, but she will not hand you a grade you do not deserve. She deserves the honor of being STAR
Teacher.”
When asked about being chosen as STAR Teacher, Ms. C. Lee said, “Being chosen
Mitchell County High School’s STAR Teacher is perhaps one of the greatest honors I could
imagine receiving because I was chosen by one whom I serve, a Mitchell County High
School student. While some individuals may think that a STAR Teacher has the ability to
teach students a given concept or subject, I do not believe that I or anyone else has ever
taught anything to anyone. I really question the effectiveness of teaching. The only thing
that I am certain of is that anyone who wants to learn will learn. Perhaps, a teacher is just a
facilitator, a person who puts things down and shows people how exciting and wonderful
learning can be, someone who illustrates the importance of learning for learning sake. That
is what all teachers can do. We cannot force people to learn. People learn for
themselves. It is those people who hunger to learn who move me, and Quinntavious
Williams is one of those individuals.
Potential, promise, greatness are the words that come to mind when I think of Quinntavious Williams. I recognized Quinn’s
potential and promise when he first entered my American literature class in 2007. He presented himself as an articulate and
confident young man who possessed an insight into literature and human nature that many of his peers did not
exhibit. Potential? Yes, Quinn has potential, but he also has the promise of greatness. As Quinntavious embraces the concept
that the true measure of greatness is being the best that one can be at all times in all endeavors, he will soar beyond what he or
even I think he is capable of achieving, and in ways that we cannot phantom at the present, he will be an asset to his fellow
man. It is for these reasons and many others that I am proud of Quinntavious Williams for being named Mitchell County High
School’s STAR Student.”
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Mitchell County School System Achieves Full SACS-CASI Accreditation
continued from page 1

Congratulations to MCSS for successfully achieving district wide SACS-CASI accreditation! The Quality Assurance Review
(QAR) Team’s visit March1-4, 2009 culminated an intensive two year self study by district personnel under the guidance of Lynn
Wilson, Curriculum Director and district SACS-CASI project coordinator.
QAR Team members included team chair Dr. Wade Davis, Research, Evaluation and Accountability Specialist with Osceola
County, FL, Schools; Dr. Scott James, Director of Research and Accountability for Thomas County, GA, Schools; Dr. Tina
Kirby, Assistant Superintendent for McIntosh County, GA, Schools; Dr. Deborah Demps, 6-12 Curriculum Director with Brooks
County, GA, Schools; and Mrs. Annette Melton, Assistant Principal at Buford Elementary School in Lancaster, SC.
The purpose of the accreditation process is to build the capacity within the school district to increase and sustain student
learning, to stimulate and support improvement and effectiveness throughout the district, to ensure all people, processes, and
departments work together, to strengthen efforts to meet accountability requirements, and to encourage continuous growth
beyond compliance to achieve excellence.
Dr. Davis shared a brief of the QAR Team’s findings at a called Board of Education meeting at 12:30 PM on March 4, 2009. He
first related quotes the team had collected from some of the 161 stakeholders interviewed during the visit.
“Data drives our train.” assistant principal
“We’re about the kids.” Board member, principals ,teachers
“Your child becomes our child.” elementary teacher
“We don’t educate one child, but every child.” central office
“Our strength is our teachers.” parent
“Even though we are diverse, we work together.” student
“Everyone shows pride by the way they work.” staff
“We have the best kindergarten this side of heaven.” parent
“We try to be number one in everything.” parent
“He thinks out of the box.” re: HS Principal by parent
“At the high school, they step forward and help.” parent
“I like coming to school.” middle school student
“I’d recommend our schools to any person moving here.” parent
“It doesn’t matter what the programs are, it’s the teachers within the four walls that matter.” board member

The QAR Team submitted 12 official commendations:
A welcoming open door philosophy throughout the district; systemic school family culture; greatly effective use of fiscal
resources to fund small class sizes, technology, professional learning, support staff; establishment of a Curriculum Coordinating
Council; highlighted community effort to awareness and outreach; high number of faculty who give of their own time to assist
students; data driven schools that guide curriculum, instruction, plan interventions, and learning opportunities; achievements Board of Distinction, Governor’s Cup, Title 1 Distinguished District, Mitchell HS top 26 in Georgia; provision of advanced
curriculum opportunities through advanced placement, dual enrollment and articulation with technical colleges; commitment to
the future, which enhances the existing positive learning environment and instilling a new sense of pride as evidenced by new
school construction; balanced calendar; the inspired leadership by the Board and superintendent, who guide the school district
through integrity, passion, and dedication to its vision and mission.

The QAR Team submitted three official recommendations:

Establish a clear systemic plan that ensures the development of system goals that drive the alignment of District and School
Improvement Plans;

Explore a research-based instructional framework to be used throughout the district;

Formalize the involvement of external stakeholders in the continuous school improvement process;
The Advanced Accreditation Commission will grant the school district a five-year term accreditation. As soon as the complete
accreditation report is received by Superintendent Beauford Hicks, system personnel will begin the work of addressing the
recommendations as a part of developing the District Balanced Scorecard, the system’s continuous improvement initiative.

Many thanks to all stakeholders who participated in the self study and the QAR Team visit, and a sincere thank you to all
Mitchell County personnel for their quality work in providing an exemplary learning environment for student success.
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JROTC Activities
JROTC finished the month of February with a successful doughnut fundraiser. In all, the cadets sold 430 boxes of glazed doughnuts. The topselling flight was Delta Flight, commanded by junior Cadet Brionne Green. Also, five cadets from Alpha Flight participated in the black
history program at the Mitchell County Primary School. Sophomore cadets Jasmine Taylor, Kentavius Haynes, Keajihia Taylor, and Shakiyla
Ellis presented the colors. Cadet Vakeisha Williams led the Pledge of Allegiance. These cadets made a great contribution to the program.
In the month of March, six cadets from JROTC went to the Pelham Pre-K. Senior cadets on the trip
were Latoya Nixon, Deshanasty Knight, and Japonica Grant. Sophomore cadets Jaylin Mathis,
Na'Curian Mathis, and Richard Morris joined the fun. The cadets took the time to play and joke
with the little ones. They also had a chance to read to the children from educational and entertaining
Dr. Seuss books.
GA-946 is also planning a field trip to the Coca-Cola Space and Science Center in Columbus,
Georgia on April 7, 2009.
The cadets will be learning new things and also enjoying
themselves. They will be able to explore the center, get inside flight simulators, and also enjoy the
star shows. Details will be in the next Eagle's Nest!
Left: Cadets D. Knight and N. Mathis reading at Pelham Pre-K.
Below: Cadets R. Morris, J. Mathis, N. Mathis, D. Knight, L. Nixon, and J. Grant with Pelham Pre-K Director Ms. Jenkins;
Cadets J. Taylor, K. Haynes, K. Taylor, and S. Ellis at MCPS Black History Program;
Cadet Rodney Pate counting some calories (doughnuts)

Classroom Creation Contest
DeAsia Smith is the overall winner of the Classroom Creation Contest. DeAsia's classroom floor plan was selected out of seven plans as
the "ideal" classroom by Sheryl Gehle, an early childhood educator who judged the contest. Ms. S. Gehle has taught early childhood education for 30 years and teaches in Colquitt County. DeAsia received a Wal-Mart gift card for her hard work and outstanding floor plan.

FFA Activities
The Mitchell County FFA has completed
its livestock show season, and the
students who participated did an excellent
job. They are already starting to think of
next year. If any student wants to
participate by showing a pig or cow,
please see Mr. A. Collins as soon as you
can.
Left: Ag student Reanna Harrell with her
steer
Right: Chris Whitlock showing his pig at
State Show

The Eagle’s Nest

Page 10

MCHS Students Present at Capitol Hill Tech Day in Washington, D.C.
continued from page 1
The MCHS students’ presentation was entitled: “Innovative Ways to Incorporate Technology into All High School Classrooms.” It showcased
how iPods, graphing calculators, Classroom Performance Systems, SynchronEyes, PhotoStory, CamStudio, Microsoft Paint, PowerPoint,
Publisher, MovieMaker, and Premiere can be used in a classroom. Also showcased was the Spanish lab, which allows students and teachers to
interact together. The students set up a display table with examples of student work, resource manuals, business cards, and notepads. They also
showed a video demonstrating how students used the items. Janis Carthon and Bette Seeley were the representatives from the Educational
Technology Center at Albany State University traveling with the students.
The trip to Washington began on March 2, when Mitchell County High School students Cornelius Shelton, Kentrell Washington, and
Quinntavious Williams, along with their business teacher Ruth Lee and their chaperone Derrick Silas, left Camilla to travel to Jesup to meet
with the other participants and board the Amtrak train headed to Washington, D.C. On March 3, the students arrived in Washington, D.C. to a
city full of snow and ice with the temperatures in the teens. Upon their arrival, the students had the opportunity to take a guided tour of the
capitol, explore the surrounding area including the White House, the Washington Monument, the World War II Memorial and even had time to
make snowballs and snow angels. After touring, the students ate at the Hard Rock Café, shopped for souvenirs, visited the Ford Theater, and
went on a night tour of the city. The night tour included a visit to The Jefferson Memorial, the Lincoln Memorial, Vietnam Memorial, Korean
Memorial and FDR Memorial. Students were able to view from the bus: Kennedy Center, The US Capitol, Library of Congress, Supreme
Court, Senate Office Buildings, Federal Triangle, Pennsylvania Avenue, The White House, Capitol Reflecting Pool, Georgetown, Marine Corps
(Iwo Jima) Memorial and other historical sites.
Cornelius Shelton said, “The trip to Washington D.C. was a highlight in my life. Thinking back, it’s hard to believe that I did a presentation in
which Congressman were invited to attend. Getting to see the work ethic and the drive of those in high positions made me understand how hard
I must work in life. It was a great chance to see some places and people that you only see on television. As an example, Coach Silas and I had
to walk to the capitol, and along the way we were stopped by Department of Homeland Security Police and were told to step back on the sidewalk. We did not know what was going on but were surprised when we looked down the street and saw a motorcade containing the
congressmen. With this trip I experienced many activities for the first time. It was my first time riding on a train. The ride was bumpy, a little
shaky, yet very relaxing. It was my first time ever getting to experience snow. I was so excited; we made snowballs and Kentrell and
Quinntavious found the time to make snow angels. I enjoyed the trip so much and I made new friends with the students, teachers, and the ETC
representatives. I will always cherish the memories I have from Washington D.C., and I would just like to thank all those who helped make it
possible for me to experience such a great opportunity.”

Coach Silas stands in front of a statue
of Martin Luther King, Jr., which is
located in the Capitol building.

Kentrell sits on a mountain of snow. It was
very, very cold in Washington, D.C.

The students had an opportunity to meet
Senator Johnny Isakson.

Cornelius is standing in front of Union Station
holding up a hand full of snow.

Kentrell discusses innovative ways to
use technology with a visitor.

The students met in Jesup to board the
Amtrak train to Washington, D.C.

The Eagle’s Nest
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MCHS Students Present at Capitol Hill Tech Day in Washington, D.C.
continued from page 10
When asked about the trip, Kentrell Washington replied, “For me the trip to Washington, D.C. was an
awesome experience, especially the ride on the Amtrak train. This experience provided me with an
opportunity to do some amazing things that not many people get a chance to do. I was able to present to a
variety of people including Congressman. I got to view some historic landmarks, such as the White
House, the Nation’s Capitol, the Pentagon, the Washington Memorial, the Lincoln Memorial, the Jefferson
Memorial, the World War II Memorial, the Vietnam and the Korean Memorial. I got to stand where Dr.
Martin Luther King gave his famous ‘I Have a Dream Speech.’ The snow was a big plus also. I also
made some new friends. I matured and grew up a little too. I am very appreciative that the Valdosta State
and the Albany State Educational Technology Centers gave us this opportunity. I want to thank everyone
who supported me in this endeavor. I especially want to thank Ms. Ruth Lee for selecting me as a
presenter; she has given me so much. She is a great teacher and a great friend.”
Quinntavious Williams said, “This was a great trip to my nation’s Capitol. I would have never dreamed that I would be asked to go that far away
from home. It was a great experience to see so much history in one place. Going to Washington, D.C. is not what the average student from
Camilla, Georgia receives the opportunity to do. The entire trip was awesome! However, my favorite part was when I went up the steps to the
Lincoln Memorial where Martin Luther King Jr. made his legendary ‘I Have a Dream’ speech. It meant the world to me to stand in that very spot
and words can’t express how it made me feel. I never expected to even go to Washington D.C. let alone walk in Martin Luther King Jr.’s
footsteps. My second favorite part was the snow, which is another thing that a boy from Southwest Georgia doesn’t get to see every day. It was
cold but loads of fun. I want to thank Ms. R. Lee, Valdosta State University ETC, and Albany State University ETC because without them I
would not have been able to go on that trip. I also want to thank Coach Silas for being the chaperone, Cornelius and Kentrell for being my team
members, and the people and organizations for sponsoring us and helping us to go on the trip.”
On behalf of all the capitol tech presenters and Mitchell County High School, we would like to thank all the businesses, churches, and individuals
who helped to make this trip possible. For more information about the students’ presentation and to see additional pictures and video, visit Ruth
Lee’s website at http://teachers.schooldesk.net/mrlee/Welcome.html and click on the Capitol Hill links.

The students and Ms. R. Lee take a moment
out to take a picture with Sanford Bishop.

Quinntavious, Cornelius and Kentrell stand in
front of the White House.

Coach Silas, Quinntavious, Cornelius, and
Kentrell at the Hard Rock Café.

Cornelius and Quinntavious talk
with Sanford Bishop.

Coach Silas and Quinntavious get
ready for the Night Tour of
Washington including a visit to the
Lincoln Memorial.

Coach Silas, Quinntavious, and Cornelius
look at the World War II memorial; in the
background is the Lincoln Memorial.
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FFA Members Celebrate
FFA Week
The FFA members also celebrated FFA week
in the first week of March. The students had a
social (left) where they played games and ate
hamburgers and hotdogs. The FFA members
also had a faculty appreciation breakfast and
held a “Guess the Candy” game. The winners
of the candy were Quindarius Sharp, Semaj
Griffin, and Cadaryl Cooper (shown right).
FFA members would like to thank everyone
who participated.

MCMS-FFA
Activities
Left: Courtney Leverette and Shanice
Edmonds attended FFA Day at the
Capitol in Atlanta on February 17. They
had an opportunity to meet with the state
representatives including Governor S.
Perdue.
Right: Antanil Jackson competed in
Mitchell County Young Farmers Hog
Show on February 17 and competed in
the Georgia State Jr. Livestock Show in
Perry on February 19-20. Jackson placed
6th in the weight class at the State Show.

FCCLA News for March 2009
On Saturday, February 28, six students competed in STAR Events (Students Taking Action with Recognition) competition at
Coffee County High School in Douglas. Bratisha Bradley competed in Job Interview and won gold. The culinary team,
consisting of Kuwanza Frazier, Monta Hill and Nyasha Clayton, won silver. Breanna Smith won silver in Applied Technology
and Ariel Williams won gold in Career Investigation. All six students placed high enough to move on to state competition
which will be held in Athens on March 20. These students will be competing against FCCLA students from all over the state of
Georgia. We wish good luck to all of the students. The FCCLA state conference will take place on March 19-21 in Athens at
the Classic Center. Along with the 6 students competing, 13 other students will be attending the conference. One student,
Evander Gerrald, will represent the club as the voting delegate. He will attend a meeting, listen to the platforms of each
candidate, and ask the candidates questions. Later in the weekend, he will cast his ballot.

Fort Valley’s President
Speaks to MCHS Seniors
On March 10, 2009, Dr. Larry Rivers,
President of Fort Valley State University,
visited Mitchell County High School to
speak with the senior class. Dr. Rivers
told the students the requirements they
needed to get into a four-year college.
Several students qualified and will be
accepted to Fort Valley State University
this fall.
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FY09 Title 1
Program Budget
The following is a draft copy of the FY09 Title
Program Budget with anticipated expenditures
and staff. The amendment is pending state
approval.

1

If you have any questions, please call Vic Hill,
Federal Program Director, at 229-336-2100 ext.
1251 or Linda Parker, Federal Program
Bookkeeper/Secretary, at 229-336-2100 ext.
1250.
The Title 1 funds are used for Pre-K through 8th
grades.

WIES 5TH Grade Students Integrate Science and Math
By Mrs. Priscilla Davis
Students in fifth grade integrated Science and Math into their classrooms. The students wanted to know-how do the masses of the
separate parts of an object compare to the mass of the entire object? Using processing skills (observing, collecting and recording
data, generalizing, comparing and contrasting), students measured the mass of a flashlight emptied of its batteries and the mass
of its batteries. Then they installed the batteries in the flashlight and the mass of the flashlight is again measured. Students
compared the mass of the parts (flashlight, batteries) with the mass of the whole-the working flashlight. Next, the students
measured and recorded the mass of an empty plastic bottle and its cap. They added water to the bottle and measured the mass of
the plastic bottle, its cap, and the water. This was all done in an effort to compare the mass of an
object with the masses of its component parts, and recognize that the mass of an object is equal to the
sum of its parts. They extended their understanding of geometric plane figures (rectangle, square,
pentagon, and circle) by building a house. They compared the sum of its parts to the whole. After the
house was built, they were able to use their five senses to discover the properties of matter. They really
enjoyed their sense of taste. They had fun!

Shelkeria Johnson, Boise Fairbank, Kamiah Gardner,
and Tarius Mott.

Brittany Battle

Kenterrious Clayton, Maurice Roberts, Anfernee
Hanes, and Darrian McIntyre
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Tennis Match: MCHS vs Brooks County
March 10, 2009 at Mitchell County Tennis Complex
Girls’ Matches
#1 Singles – Mariah Dewberry lost 4-8
#2 Singles-Amber Atkins won 8-2
#3 Singles-Cassandra Holmes won 8-4
#1 Doubles-Avery Boyd and D’Aieriean Murray won 10-8
#2 Doubles-Danielle Key and Virtiqua Robinson lost 1-8
Mitchell County won the Girls’ Matches 3 to 2

1st row: Avery Boyd, Shakiyla Ellis, Cassandra
Holmes, D’Aieriean Murray;
2nd row: Danielle Key, Cartavia Whitlock, Shynekia
Emanuel, Virtiqua Robinson;
3rd row: Amber Atkins, Mariah Dewberry

Boys’ Matches
#1 Singles-Jasper Donaldson lost 4-8
#2 Singles-Quartavious Clayton won 9-7
#3 Singles-Kelvin Odoms won 8-2
#1 Doubles- Kentrell Washington and Brandon
Dewberry won 8-0 on a Forfeit.
#2 Doubles-Forfeit
Mitchell County won the Boys’ Matches 4-1

1st row: Kelvin Odoms, Derrick Brown;
2nd row: Kentrell Washington, Brandon
Dewberry, Derrick Hardwick;
3rd row: Jasper Donaldson;
Not shown-Quartavious Clayton

MCPS Counselor’s Corner - CRCT Testing
By Mary Beth Palmer, MCPS Counselor
Spring is upon us and along with spring comes testing. CRCT testing to be exact! Parents, don’t get stressed – (as I tell the
children). Preparation for CRCT is just like coming to school every day. When we come to school, it is important to be on time,
eat a good breakfast, and get plenty of rest the night before. Testing will begin promptly at 9 a.m., so if your child arrives at
school at 9:05, the child will not be allowed to enter the classroom until that session of testing is done. The testing is from
9 a.m.–11 a.m. each day. Please do not make any appointments for your child during these hours on test day. Test days are
April 7, 8, 9 at the primary school. Walker-Inman Elementary School and Mitchell County Middle School will continue testing
April 10-13. Testing skills such as reading all items before choosing the answer and listening carefully are very important. On
true-false test, students are taught to pay attention to such words as “never, always, all, and none.” These words usually indicate
a false answer. “May and often” are generally found in true answers. Students are told not to be afraid to skip a question and not
to waste time worrying about one question. They should move on to questions they can answer and come back to the test item if
they have time. Remember past tests where you did well - you can do well again! If you need more information on test taking
skills or the CRCT, check with your child’s teacher or school counselor. www.gadoe.org; www.parent-institute.com or simply
GOOGLE test taking skills.
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Congratulations to the Mitchell County High School Lady Eagles. They made it to the Sweet 16, second round
of the state play-offs. This was the third straight year that the Lady Eagles made it to the Sweet 16.

MCHS Baseball
Team

MCMS-FFA
Mitchell County FFA members attended a Poultry
Judging Workshop in Ocilla, GA. They will compete in
the Poultry CDE in March. Members attending were
Mykerria Hicks, Anita Harris, Ja’Kyari Jenkins,
Kamelya Jackson, Cedric Vicks, and Kamesha Perry.

Where are they now?
Felicia Norwood
#2 Stacy Johnson
#3 Ronnie Leggins
#4 Yahri Robinson
#5 Kentavius Silas
#7 Domanique Murray
#8 Ulysses Lambert
#9 Rayderrius Williams
#10 Quantavius Crimbley

#11 Collin Florence
#12 Semaj Griffin
#16 Jeffery Ross
#17 Dayia Gilbert
#18 Anthony Brown
#19 Ontarius Arnold
#20 Byron Jackson

Felicia Norwood is featured in the February 2009 issue of
Black Enterprise as one of the 100 Most Powerful Executives
in Corporate America. Ms. Norwood was a 1977 graduate of
Mitchell County High School. Her mother is Bertha Bryant.
Her aunt and uncle are Gustine and Ben Haywood (Mr.
Haywood is Chairman of the County Commissioners.). Ms.
Norwood is President and COO of Active Health Management,
Inc. a wholly owned subsidiary of Aetna. She manages the
day-to-day operations for the company. She graduated from
Valdosta State University and Yale Law School. Although
Ms. Norwood presently lives in Chicago, she is still a
contributor to the Boys and Girls club of Mitchell County.
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Calendar of Events for April 2009

School System Calendar

Mitchell County Primary School
3

CRCT Pep Rally at 1:30 p.m.; Picture Day;
MCPS Spring Carnival from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the field
behind the Boys and Girls Club

1

Parent Conferences from 3:30—5:30

2

WIES Picture Day

7-10

CRCT Reading, CRCT English/Language Arts, CRCT Math,
CRCT Science

13

CRCT Social Studies

16

Champs Graduation—7 p.m.

6

CRCT Kick-Off

7-10

CRCT Reading, CRCT English/Language Arts, CRCT Math,
CRCT Science

17

Pass Party

27

Character Education Activity: Caring

30

Eagle’s Bash

18

System-wide Parent Meeting at 10 a.m. in the theater at
MCHS

Mitchell County High School

Mitchell County Middle School

CRCT Social Studies

Early Release Day; System-wide faculty and staff

April 20-24, 2009 Spring Holiday

Walker-Inman Elementary School

13

1

FCCLA Project: Recycling Old Cell Phones
Collection boxes are located in the front office at
MCHS, in Ms. L. Wingate’s room (E117), and in
Ms. P. Gehle’s room (E105). Boxes were placed in
the community at Camilla Java and at Hodges
Jewelry.
Everyone is invited to participate in this project.

3

SWGTC ASSET Test to 11th graders; away Baseball
game against Thomasville

4

Track Meet at Shaw HS Columbus Relay

7

Track Meet at Chalhoun Relays

10

Away Baseball game against Early

11

MCHS Junior/Senior Prom

14

Away Baseball game against Albany

15

April 15-16: Tennis Tournament

17

Away Baseball game against Cook; Track meet at Albany
Relays

18

All Sports Spring Carnival

20

Away Baseball game against Pelham

21

Home Baseball game against Brooks

24

Away Baseball game against Berrien

27

27-29: Boys Region Meet (Pelham)

28

Home Baseball game against Fitzgerald; Jostens-10th
grade presale

30

All Sports Banquet

May 1 - Home Baseball game against Thomasville

Read Across America Day
On March 2, the Mitchell County Primary School celebrated Read Across America Day honoring Dr.
Seuss. The day began with a special breakfast, which consisted of green eggs and ham. Next, celebrity
readers from the community and other neighboring communities came out to celebrate by reading a book
to a class. Each teacher planned other activities that incorporated standards. Some of these activities
were graphing different types of fish (One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish), writing rhyming words
on Dr. Seuss hat cutouts, and writing group or individual stories that were written in the same format like
Dr. Seuss’ books. The day ended with special treats, and students watched different movies based on
Dr. Seuss books. Above left: Carl Shiver reads a story to Ms. T. Simmons’ class.

Teresa Thomas

Charlotte Turley, Jennifer Jackson, Vicki Rackley

Kim Ingram

Joe White

Nathaniel Crimbley,
Len Reynolds

