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Curriculum and Instruction
Work Continues

P R I M A RY S C H O O L

Kindergarten students entertained grandparents at our Grandparents’ Days at
PHPS. Students sang, read books, played
games, and enjoyed cookies with their
grandparents.

Students at Pleasant Hill Primary participated in DrumFit activities during P.E.
classes. DrumFit is a fun, physical program that is designed to help students
respond quicker to cognitive tasks. It also
supports mental health, provides social
interaction among peers, and improves
cognitive performance and brain health.
For more information about the program,
go to https://www.drum.fit/resources/.

This week the Intermediate School math teachers
are refining their skills and intentionally planning
lessons incorporating writing in mathematics. This
aligns with the work previously conducted by John
Antonetti, several years ago, who taught us the
importance of utilizing words, pictures, and numbers everyday in the mathematics classroom. Earlier in the fall the Intermediate and Middle school
math teachers worked with Mrs. Jakqualyn Boden
on applying journaling and writing about mathematical thinking regularly into lessons. This follow-up
professional development session allowed teachers
time to share out the successes and growth areas
for students’ work in articulating their thinking in the
math classroom. The lessons the teachers are
writing during the December professional development will be added to their curriculum documents.
The lessons also bring into play the fall and winter
benchmark assessments, so the students´ needs
will be met through the classroom instruction.

Families were invited to PHPS to
help kindergarten
students decorate
gingerbread
houses. These are
students in Mrs.
Roach’s and Mrs.
Ewing’s classes.

E L E M E N TA RY S C H O O L
Spotlight on Ms. Breslin’s
Fourth Grade Class
In honor of Computer Science week, we took a moment, or an hour, to code!
Each student had the
choice to code a Minecraft
game, Star Wars game, or
make their own Google
doodle! A majority of the class decided to do
Minecraft and code their way through 11 levels
using blocks of code on Code.org. The others
chose to customize a Google doodle using MIT’s
Scratch changing the different ‘Sprites’ and
costumes.
The children were enthusiastic to learn that we
were wrapping up computer science week with
an hour of coding. This
was a great introduction
to coding and just in time! We
will begin our next Project
Lead The Way module when
we return from break with a
focus on computer science.

of others and donate books to the local Optimist Club. These book
were collected for our local children that participate in the ABC program. We wanted to ensure that the children in our schools and
community had something to open on Christmas. Our goal was to
collect 44 books and we exceeded our goal by collecting over 80
books! I couldn’t be more touched by their giving hearts!
SHOW YOUR SHINE AT PHES!
We gathered as a school to celebrate the hard work, good works and amazing work that happens at PHES
everyday. Teachers plan purposeful lessons that make learning engaging, authentic and meaningful. Our
staff supports the objective of learning and growing in all they do. Students dig deep, think hard and give
great effort to learning new skills. Our students know how to use their talents to build on to the strengths of
their peers to create and inspire. And finally, our parents volunteer their time, pack yummy lunches and
make sure our kids come to school each day ready to learn. We are a team, a powerful group of individuals
that are working toward a common goal. The goal of learning and striving to be the very best ME that each
child had the potential to be. We celebrated our efforts, our hard work and out accomplishments. We are
proud of the work we have done so far this year.

We also took the time to think

I N T E R M E D I AT E S C H O O L
Fifth graders celebrated the conclusion of
their D.A.R.E. program during the evening of
December 5th. There was an amazing show
of support for students with a packed house
including parents, grandparents, aunts,
uncles, and more! The Intermediate School
thanks parents for allowing us to partner with
them on such an important topic. Many
thanks also go to the following Cass County
Sheriff’s Office personnel and the Pleasant
Hill Police Department personnel who were
present and contributed to the program:
DARE Officer- Deputy Eddleman, Captain
Tieman, Deputy Gunn, Lieutenant Barbarick,
Lieutenant Largent, Officer Bass, and Officer
Francis.

Congratulations to the PHIS
Students of the Week! They
were selected by their teachers
for exhibiting the character
traits respect and responsibility! Way to go!
Week of December 11-15

Week of December 18-20

DARE Essay Winners
Sixth grade students brainstormed and
organized Minute to Win It activities as
fundraisers in order to collect donations
for their community service project and
field trip. The Minute to Win It activities
took place daily before school in the
Morning Motivator for a span of about
two weeks. They were able to collect
several items to donate to Giving the
Basics, an organization that provides
basic essentials to families in need.
Sixth graders gave back by working at
Harvesters and delivering the hygiene
items to Kauffman Stadium. We appreciate the donations; thank you for your
continued support for our students as
they experience the joy of giving this
holiday season. Pictures on page 4.

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Left and Center: It is always rewarding to have students and teachers recognize our support staff for awards. Right:
The combined middle school choirs performed a holiday concert last week and invited the audience to sing “Silent Night”
with them.
PHMS ends first semester with a variety curricular, co-curricular, and extracurricular
activities. Eighth-grade science works through its mystery diagnosis session where
PLTW students become medical detectives translating evidence to a hypothesis. Mrs.
Humphrey’s ELA-PHYRE classes are participating in the stock market game where
groups mock-invest to earn dividends. Currently, out of about 900 teams in the state of
Missouri, one eighth-grade team is ranked second with a net portfolio worth of
$113,916.00 A seventh-grade team is ranked third in the state with a net portfolio worth
of $113,675.00. Choir held its winter concert last Tuesday while band will host its own
version Monday night at the high school performing arts center. The growth in the band
has created a pleasant problem; the seventh grade band has been divided into two class
sections. Friday Mrs. Langemach and Mr. Twenter brought them together for a rehearsal
during fourth hour. Wrestling finished another successful season on Thursday while
boys’ and girls’ basketball take a hiatus until after winter break.

Right (top to bottom): The combined seventh-grade band met
Friday to prepare for Monday evening’s performance; Mr. Campbell’s class works on a juggling unit
using handkerchiefs to develop
hand-eye coordination; PHMS
wrestlers ended their season last
Thursday at Higginsville; Girls’ and
boys’ basketball teams finished the
2017 portion of their seasons versus Harrisonville last Thursday.
They will continue for about three
weeks in 2018.

HIGH SCHOOL
Congratulations to Trey Stone, Cody Faust, and Garrett Schick for earning 2017 post season football honors. Trey Stone was selected to the
Third Team as an Offensive Lineman. Cody Faust earned Second Team
Linebacker honors, while Defensive Back Garrett Schick was selected to
the Third Team.

Cass Career Center inducted 45 students into
their chapter of the National Technical Honor
Society on December 12. The four criteria for
membership into NTHS at Cass Career Center are scholarship, character, attendance,
and leadership. Students must excel in all four
areas in order to qualify for membership. Each
member of the 2017-18 NTHS Induction class
met these standards and has the honor of
representing Cass Career Center in this national organization. The 45 inductees were
from nine different programs and nine different high schools. PHHS is proud to announce
the following inductees: Mikayla Norman,
Health Science; Johana Rosas, Health Science; Jacob Figley, Automotive Technology;
Andrew Conway, EMT; and Zoe Crockett,
Criminal Justice/CSI.

Congratulations to Jordan
Hamlin and Garrett Schick
for being named to the 2017
All-State Academic Football
Team.

In English Language Arts IV, Seniors are
beginning to explore college and career
options. To kick off the college and career readiness unit, Mrs. Fifer and Ms.
Wurdeman invited Petty Officer Forbes
of the United States Navy into the classroom to highlight post-secondary options. Prior to Petty Officer Forbes’ visit,
seniors began their investigation through
a job survey. Seniors were asked to take
a personality assessment and in doing
so, job matches were generated.
Seniors then began to discover personal characteristics that reflected who they are and what jobs they could pursue with their
recent findings. Petty Officer Forbes tied it all together by discussing how an individual's characteristics and personality is a factor in
post-secondary choice. This visit is the beginning of the Senior
class creating resumes, cover letters, completing applications and
ultimately using their newly learned skills to partake in mock interviews with business owners in the community.

In Mr. Greer/Mr. Reeves Geometry class students are working on polygons interior and exterior angles. Students made a polygon and cut out the exterior angles. When putting the exterior angles together students learned that all exterior angles add up to 360 degrees.

PHHS A C T I V I T I E S “I T ’ S A G R E AT D AY T O B E A R O O S T E R / C H I C K !
Highlights
Rooster Wrestling: The Rooster wrestling team performed at Bolivar and the Harrisonville tournament this past week. Although their outcomes were not what they
had hoped, the young Roosters are building strength through the season behind the senior leadership of Chance Sullivan and Chase Thompson. Chance earned a
2nd place finish this past weekend at the Harrisonville Holiday Tournament defeating a two-time state champ in the process. Other contributors so far have been
juniors Gabe Hodge and Ryan Edenburn. The Rooster’s next dual will be on January 2nd vs. the Oak Grove Panthers; 6pm. They also will be hosting their annual
JV tournament on December 29th over the holiday break; 9am.
Chicks Basketball: The Chicks had the opportunity to play at UCM last Saturday night. While they dropped the game vs the Lady Tigers of Warrensburg on a last
second shot, the girls seemed to enjoy playing in that facility. The Chick’s next game will be on the road on January 2nd vs. the Smithville Lady Warriors in a JV/V
double-header beginning at 5:30pm.
Rooster Basketball: The Roosters varsity basketball team got a victory Saturday night vs. the Warrensburg Tigers at the UCM multipurpose facility! What an awesome experience for our kids! The Roosters have two home games this week; Tuesday vs. Adrian they host a triple-header beginning at 5pm. Thursday vs. Knob
Noster the Roosters host a second triple-header beginning at 4:30pm.
Speech & Debate: The speech & debate team hosted a tournament this past weekend they hope is a mainstay in the area for years to come. Several area high
school descended upon PHHS from all parts of the metro to compete. It was a long day full of fun and positive experiences for our kids who hosted the event.
Fall Academic All-Conference Honors:
Alex Moore - FB
- Aaron Chen - FB
Desmond Ewing - XC
- Landon Fatino - XC
David Shanks - FB
- Wyatt Bramwell - FB
Tobin Wise - XC
- Grace Keilholz - CHR
Trey Stone - FB
- Gabe Hodge - FB
Lauren Mann - CHR
- Saisha Morgan - CHR
Cody Faust - FB
- Garrett Schick - FB
Breann Bissonnette - CHR - Reagan Harrison - CHR
Jordan Hamlin - FB
- Blake Adkins - FB
Halee Werner - CHR
- Ali Ray - CHR
Tanner Todd - FB
- Simon Scott - FB
Margaret Tribble - CHR - Nicole Clapp - CHR
Ramsey Kohler - FB
- Justin Spiwak - FB
Riley Vaughn - CHR
Miguel Venegas - FB
- Wyatt Perkins - FB
Dayton Little - FB
- Silas Gray - FB
Logan Gish - VB
- Kylee Reeves - VB
Intermediate School—6th Grade pictures
Caitlin O’Hanlon - VB
- Brooke Cash - VB
Anna Hanes - VB
- Tera Reberry - VB
Samara Bruno - VB
- Skyler Kirchhofer - VB
Savannah Long - SB
Averee Brattin - SB
Sayler Todd - SB
Emma Johnson - SB
Levi Cohen - BSCR
Eric Humphrey - BSCR
Brett Greufe - BSCR
Matthew Dobson - BSCR
Stewart Watson - BSCR
Jayden Reyes - BSCR
Cole Swofford - BSCR
Owen Bailey - BSCR
Catherine Davis - GG
Marissa Bowman - GG
Savannah Demeyer - XC
Jacey Faust - XC
Shawn Gallagher - XC
Evan Jacobs - XC

- Tori Young - SB
- Shelby Jack - SB
- Allee Brattin - SB
- Alli Redwine - SB
- Joseph Heinrich - BSCR
- Dominic Hemme - BSCR
- Derek Smith - BSCR
- Corey Kelly - BSCR
- Logan Bailey - BSCR
- Blaine Kleyh - BSCR
- Evan Burns - BSCR
- Jackson Peterson - BSCR
- Sophia Harvey - GG
- Rachel Denney - XC
- Emma Mueller - XC
- Jadyn Dowdy - XC
- Jerod Rottinghaus - XC
- Will Pryor - XC

