Bordentown
Regional
School District
The Bordentown
Bulletin
Volume 2 ~ Issue 7
April 2017

Visit us on the web at www.bordentown.k12.nj.us

Superintendent’s Office
Dr. Edward J. Forsthoffer III
Spring break and Parent/Teacher conferences are approaching and our students,
faculty and staff will enjoy a well-deserved rest. As the weather changes, we are reminded that
another school year is drawing to a close. Spring fever will begin to challenge students as they
attempt to remain motivated. The schools in Bordentown will continue to challenge students
until the beginning of summer so it remains important that all of our students remain engaged
and on task until the end of the school year.
The school district has been moving
forward with replacing our fountains so that
we can attack any issues we have with
elevated levels of lead. All of the ice
machines have been retrofitted with filters
and we have begun replacing some of the
hallway fountains with water fountain / bottle
filling stations. Pictured are Meredith
Bolinger and Conall McManimon, from Clara
Barton Elementary who are modeling the
new bottle filling station.
The water fountains operate like the former fountain but they also have a mechanism
for filling bottles that many students bring to school each day. We still need to replace some
fountains in the kindergarten classes and then we will begin the installation in our other
schools.
At the March 15th Board meeting, I introduced the tentative budget. The school board
approved the budget and it is now being reviewed at the county level. Once it is approved, we
will have a public hearing on the budget at the May 3rd board of education meeting.
I remain cautiously optimistic that we have seen the worst of the cold weather. This
year we needed to use two snow days and we had two built into the calendar. Absent an April
blizzard, the approved calendar for 2016-17 should take us through the end of the school year.
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Play Unified!
Although the high school basketball season had officially ended,
the gym at BRHS was full of athletes honing their on-the-court
skills on Thursday, March 16. As part of the district’s Play
Unified program, children with special needs, from pre-k through
high school came together to participate in a basketball clinic
alongside the BRHS boys’ and girls’ varsity basketball teams.

Throughout the session, our students actively
participated in inclusive drills and games. Led by the
varsity basketball players, our participants learned
the fundamentals in stations focused on dribbling,
passing, and shooting. For our youngest athletes,
the heights of the nets were altered in order to
accommodate all sizes and skill levels. Of course,
the session ended with the opportunity to transfer
the learned skills onto the court by playing in several
scrimmages.
In the end, not only did our students learn about basketball, but also they engaged in learning about each other and
strengthening the feeling of community present in Bordentown Regional School District.

Bordentown Regional High School
Mr. Robert Walder, Principal

B


BRHS

News & Notes

Your Scotties have been very busy over the last month. Check out the various events,
summaries and recognitions that have occurred.

In addition to spending time with residents at the Claire
Estate recently, the BRHS Teens on Fire student group
received a NJ Board of Education Recognition Award
for the fantastic work they do across the Bordentown
Community. Mrs. Glenn and the students will attend an
awards ceremony in May.
The BRHS Theatre presented a dazzling and hilarious
performance of Spamalot. Led by director Stacie
Morano, the student actors shined bright.
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The National Honor Society has connected with
officers of the Vietnam Veterans of American, Chapter
899 and will be working with them on various projects
in the near future.
Mrs. Geiger and her Peer to Peer group have been
spending time at PMS working with the 3rd graders

Winter Sports - All Stars
Boys Basketball
Manny Ansong
Darnill Brown
Jacquez Mendez

Wrestling
Verlensky Joachim
William Moore
Matthew Potash

Girls Basketball
Morgan Papp
Genesis Walker

Girls Bowling
Morgan Papp
Sarah Heil
Anastasia Salera
Maggie Hetman

BRHS Students of the Month
Nick Pontoriero
Ifeoma Eleazu
Arthi Baskaran
Keeler Robinson
Haasya Kanamarlapudi – Elks SOM



promoting positive self-esteem. This week they will be
venturing over to CBS. On April 4th, she will be taking
students to the Trinity United Methodist Church to serve
families in need, in collaboration with the Trenton Area
Soup Kitchen.
Coordinated by our school nurse Mrs. Redler, the BRHS
Blood Drive collected 80 units for donation.
The BRHS Art Club held their annual “Empty Bowls”
celebration fundraiser. It was a packed house thanks to
the efforts of the students and Mrs. Sexton, Mrs. Pone
and Mrs. Tartaglia.
Mrs. Harrison and our Environmental club have teamed
with the Bordentown Township Committee to help with
their Tree Project.
Our vocal and instrumental music groups held two outstanding concerts this past month. Congratulations to all
the wonderful students and our tremendous staff:
Ms. LaMarra, Mr. Montalto and Mr. Vieira.
Two very successful Bordentown alumni have been
selected for induction into the BRSD Alumni Hall of
Fame. Congratulations go out to J. Brandon Black
(Class of 1985) and William J. Mercantini Jr. (Class of
2004).

BRHS Spring Spirit Week – March 27-31
Monday – Pajama Day
Tuesday – All Grey Day
Wednesday – Sports Day

Thursday – Neon/Tie Dye/
Bright
Friday – School Colors

Teen Arts Award Winners
Jessica Harris
Sarah Heil
Felicia Woghiren
Danielle Park
“Eyes” by Danielle Park

“Twisted” by Felicia Woghiren
“Aquarius” by Jessica Harris

Bordentown Regional Middle School
Mr. Joseph Sprague, Principal
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BORDENTOWN REGIONAL MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS AND NOTES March 2017
BRMS RAPS TALENT SHOW:
This year we held our eleventh annual RAPS Talent Show at BRMS. The talent show is an opportunity for our school community to come
together to showcase talents and to support those who perform. It was a wonderful combination of singing, dancing, and musical
performances. This year was the first time we had a student who did impressions and another who showed us a video demonstration of
an activity he participates in called Parkour. Additionally, one of our students designed the cover for the talent show program.
There was a surprise viewing of a video (see attached link) developed by our RAPS Staff Team entitled, "Everyone Has a Story". The
BRMS Staff each wrote something about their lives that they wanted to share with the students anonymously. The information provided
was made into a video set to the music from John Lennon's Imagine. The students were surprised to read about the struggles and
celebrations that our staff has endured. Link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9lOXROaz8I&feature=youtu.be
The RAPS Program at BRMS is co-coordinated by Mrs. Toby Sebelist and Mrs. Karyn Fitzsimmons.

March is Music In Our Schools Month. The nation's music educators promote

BRMS PARTICIPATES IN MUSIC IN OUR SCHOOLS
MONTH:
MIOSM
by performing outside of the school day to promote support for public
school music. Mrs. Kirk and her BRMS Select Chorus provided music at the
March BRMS PTO meeting and the BRSD Board of Education meeting this
month. Our music department was slated to perform at the Burlington County
Teen Arts Festival but it was cancelled due to the delayed opening. We are
grateful to have such talented kids in the BRMS music department!

February Students of the Month:
Congratulations to our February Students of
the Month:
(L-R)
Mitchell Reams - 7th
Kevin Britt - 8th
Sofia Klama - 6th
Maranatha Paul - Elks

MacFarland Intermediate School
Ms. Megan Geibel, Principal

Page 5

MacFarland Intermediate School News
MIS celebrated their third annual Career Day on March 10th. Our students were fortunate to have
presenters from many walks of life. During the course of the day MIS had over eighty presentations
throughout the building that allowed the students to be exposed to careers in varying fields. The presenters were
zookeepers, authors, police officers, medical field, crane operators, software engineers, chemical engineers, healthcare
facility managers, digital facility mangers, graphic designers, administrative assistants and entrepreneurs. Our students
dressed in their future careers and participated in a poster contest about what they want to be when they grow up. This
year’s theme was “If you can Dream it, you can do it!” Thank you to our Career Day Committee and all our presenters
for a wonderful day filled with dreams to fulfill.

Dream Big!! Anything is Possible!!

Clara Barton Elementary School
Ms. Louisa Kenny, Principal
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At CBS, our character education program
is a cornerstone of our school community
As most of you know, a large part of the CBS identity centers around our character education program. Our 26 “Unity”
words are posted around the school and teachers infuse those words into their daily activities. We appreciate your support
in helping our students to live their words both in school and at home.
Accept, Appreciate, Be Fair, Be Kind, Be Responsible, Be Truthful, Care, Celebrate,
Consider, Cooperate, Discuss, Forgive, Give, Help, Hope, Improve, Include,
Love, Listen, Respect, Share, Thank, Think, Support, Trust and Unite.
Caught Being Good (September – June)
Students and staff can be observed “living” our unity words. For example, we just had a second grader who earned and
award because she took a friend aside during recess when she was sad and she walked and listened to the friend until
they felt better. She was recognized for Help, Love, and Kind.
Unity Links (January – June)
Each month from January through June we have Unity ceremonies per grade level. Each month we gather in the APR by
grade level to honor or “link” those students who are living their words on a daily basis. Our goal is for all students to earn a
link by June of 2017. One of our favorite words for students to earn their link is for “improve!” For example, a student
recently earned his for improving in mathematics – the teacher remarked he was trying harder, completing all homework
and was performing better on multiplication tables.
Our February Unity linkers:

Peter Muschal Elementary School
Mr. Daniel Riether, Principal
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AAA Outstanding School Safety Patroller of the Year
Peter Muschal School is pleased to announce that the American Automobile Association has selected Alexis
Thiel as a recipient of their Safety Patroller of the Year Award. The PMES safety patrol focuses on providing a safe
environment on each school bus by allowing our 3rd grade students to serve as role models and leaders for the other
students to follow. By actively patrolling the bus and ensuring all riders exhibit rules of safety and orderly conduct, our
safety patrollers have a valuable opportunity to practice leadership skills each and every day. It is an important job that
carries with it a great deal of responsibility. Alexis is an outstanding patroller who demonstrates leadership on and off
the school bus. Her homeroom teacher, Safety Patrol coordinators, administrators, bus driver, and peers have all
complimented her regarding her outstanding character and hard work.
On Tuesday, May 23, 2017, Alexis will be attending a Safety Patrol luncheon at Mastoris Diner in Bordentown
N.J. Alexis will receive a personalized plaque, shirt, belt & badge, along with a $100 VISA gift card at the luncheon.
She will get to share this great honor with her parents and Safety Patrol coordinators.

Congratulations Alexis! Your hard work and dedication are much appreciated!

Important Upcoming Dates
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This Month
April 12 – Board of Education Meeting
April 14-April 21 – Spring Break – SCHOOL CLOSED
Next Month
May 3 – Board of Education Meeting
May 17 – Board of Education Meeting
May 26 – Staff In-Service – NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS
May 29 – Memorial Day – SCHOOL CLOSED

Let us remember:
One book, one pen, one child, and one teacher can change the world.
Malala Yousafzai

Thank you for checking in with The Bordentown Bulletin!

