The Eagle’s Nest
Kindergarteners at NMCES
Get Buggy
Kindergarteners at North Mitchell County Elementary
School are learning all about living things. The students
really enjoyed learning about insects. They were excited
to learn how these creatures grow and change. The
students listened to The Very Hungry Caterpillar, The
Grouchy Ladybug, and other books about insects. They
learned how many legs and body parts insects have. The
favorite activity of all was when the students made insects
out of playdough. The students created ladybugs, bees, ants, caterpillars, and other interesting creepy
crawlers. Shirlyah Morman and Aria Randall proudly display the insects that they made.

“Vision for Public Education in Georgia” Project
In January 2010, GSBA and GSSA launched a new public
website for the “Vision for Public Education in Georgia” project
(www.visionforpubliced.org). The purpose of this website is
both to inform and engage stakeholders.
One feature of particular interest is to get principals, teachers, parents, and students connected to the
Facebook Fan Page and to follow the project on Twitter. Both of these tools are accessible from the
home page of the website and will be an important vehicle for GSBA and GSSA to communicate and
get feedback from everyone. The success of this project depends on keeping everyone informed and
engaged in the work. For more details, visit the Vision for Public Education website.

Tiffiany Simmons
South Mitchell County Elementary School
Teacher of the Year and
Mitchell County School System’s
Teacher of the Year
Tiffiany Simmons received her Bachelors, Masters, and Specialist
degrees from Albany State University and is currently working on her
doctorate degree in Instructional Leadership with Argosy University.
She has been an elementary school teacher since 1999, with 10 years
spent in the Mitchell County School System.
Mrs. Simmons became a teacher because she was positively influenced
by her mother who enriched, redirected, and significantly changed her
life and the lives of others around her. She believes teachers exist to serve others. Her desire to make a
positive difference in a person’s life was the determining factor that persuaded her to become part of
such an elite profession. Mrs. Simmons believes her greatest contribution to teaching is her ability to
inspire her students to learn to embrace the quest for knowledge and to find joy in learning and growing.
As South Mitchell County Elementary School’s Teacher of the Year and Mitchell County’s System
Teacher of the Year for 2009-2010, Tiffiany will go on to compete for the 2010-2011 Georgia Teacher
of the Year. Tiffiany Simmons is the proud mother of two-year-old Rhyan Simmons and wife of Sgt.
Roderick Simmons. She is the oldest daughter of Jacquelyn Faye Hill and the late John Hill. Tiffiany is
the granddaughter of Mrs. Ida Porter.
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Mitchell County Board
of Education
will hold a
Public Forum on
March 23 at 6:30 p.m.
in the MCHS theater.

The Census is
Coming!
Households should receive
the census form around
March 15. The form
should be filled out and
postmarked by
April 1.
Federal funds are awarded
to states and communities
based upon the census
data.
Visit www.census.gov or
census.gov/schools
for more details.
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FFA Career Development Competition
By Alan Collins
On February 2, 2010, members of the Mitchell County High School FFA went to Sylvester, Georgia
to compete in FFA career development events against other schools in our area. Eugene Butler, a
freshman, competed in Extemporaneous Speaking and placed 4th in the event. Eugene competed
against upperclassmen and did very well, especially since it was his first time in this event. Eugene
has the opportunity to participate in this event through his 12th grade year. Tiffany King, Moquet
Anderson, and Justin Brooks, all from the Freshman Academy, competed in the Farm Business
Management Team Competition and placed 5th. These members were also competing against upper
classmen and did extremely well for their first time in this event. They also have the opportunity to
compete in this event until their senior year. We are very proud of these four young members and
expect great success from them in the future. 1st row: Moquet Anderson and Tiffany King 2nd row: Justin Brooks and Eugene Butler

NMCES Supports Haiti Relief Efforts
The already impoverished nation of Haiti was devastated by the earthquake that hit the nation on January 12, 2010. With the death toll
numbering in the hundred thousands, 1.2 million people of Haiti have been left homeless (Charlton, A., The Associated Press, 2010). The
hardest hit area occurred in Port-Au-Prince. It is an understatement to say that the country and its inhabitants need help. The faculty, staff,
and students of North Mitchell County Elementary School have been doing their part to raise funds to support the global relief efforts taking
place to benefit the citizens of Haiti. To date, NMCES has raised $622. The funds will be reported on February 27, 2010 as a part of City of
Camilla Mayor Mary Jo Haywood’s Moms for Haiti fundraising event.

Parent Conference Day
On February 17, the Mitchell County School System held a
Parent Conference Night. Parents were invited to come out
and talk with their child’s teachers. Parent Conference Days
are held six times throughout the year. Parents are encouraged
to maintain contact with their child’s teachers and to contact
the school or the teacher if they have any concerns or
questions. Right: MCHS Business teacher Ruth Wright met
with Ja’Shara Burns and her mother Mary Hudson.

100th Day at SMCES
By Juliette Holloway
The boys and girls in Ms. Juliette Holloway and Ms.
Trasontra Williams’ class at South Mitchell County
Elementary School celebrated their 100th Day of School.
The boys and girls enjoyed the activities planned for
their big day. Ms. Holloway read the book The 100th
Day of School. Ms. Williams placed ten piles of
goodies on a table. The students were asked to pick a
number between one and ten. After identifying how
many tens they would have for that given number, Ms.
Holloway recorded their answers. The students were

asked to tell how many tens would be needed
to get to 100. They discovered they needed
ten items from each pile to have 100 goodies.
The students have been studying place value to
100. During the course of study, the students
really enjoyed creating individual work mats
of tens and ones. They have truly enjoyed
their study on place value.

The Eagle’s Nest is the
official newspaper for the Mitchell
County School System.
All articles for publication in this
newsletter should be electronically
submitted to the school media
specialist by the 15th of each month.
Visit us on-line at
http://mitchell.schooldesk.net
Produced by:
Ruth Lee, Public Relations
Coordinator
Ruth_lee@mitchell.k12.ga.us
Special thanks to everyone who
contributed and who helped proof this
issue.
It is the policy of the Mitchell County
School System not to discriminate on
the basis of race, color, sex, religion,
national origin, age, or disability in
any employment practice, educational
program, or any other program,
activity or service.
Abbreviations:
South Mitchell Co. Elem. (SMCES)
(formerly Mitchell Co. Primary)
North Mitchell Co. Elem. (NMCES)
(formerly Walker-Inman Elem.)
Mitchell Middle (MCMS)
Mitchell Co. High (MCHS)
Mitchell Co. School System (MCSS)
Parents, if you do not wish for your
child’s picture to be placed in the
newsletter or on the MCSS web site,
please go to the Central Office to sign
a waiver form.
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Teddy Bears
for Haiti
Mrs. Nina Lowery in first grade
Social Studies and Mrs. Lesonia
Wingate in second grade Social
Studies began a project to help the
children in Haiti. The classes have
been talking about people in history
and how they showed compassion for
their cause. Students brought in teddy
bears to send to the children in Haiti
hoping this would bring smiles to the children's faces. There were over 300 bears donated
for this project. Mrs. Lowery and Mrs. Wingate would like to say a BIG THANK YOU to the parents that helped their child support this great
cause.

SMCES Cheerleaders
The South Mitchell County Elementary Cheerleaders are
spreading the spirit of the student-body abroad. These young
ladies have been an inspiration to the other students. The
mission of the SMCES Cheerleaders is to inspire, motivate,
serve, and bring excitement to the citizens in the community.
They had their first performance during the boys’ halftime at
the Baker/Mitchell County basketball game in Newton,
Georgia on January 23. They also performed on February 5th
during the girls’ halftime basketball game at Mitchell County
High School!! These young ladies are working very hard to
inspire as well as to motivate the student body here at
SMCES!!!
Bottom Row (L-to-R) Jasmine Sessions, Tiana Lamar, Laura Esquivel, Makya Clark, and A’neriah Jess Middle Row (L-to-R) Bradleigh
Johnson, Yasmine Thomas, Essence Jackson, Honesty Fencher, and Amari Pearson Back Row (L-to-R) Jakeria Dison, Asaunta Lawton, Markya
Thomas, Alexia Johnson, and Gwendolyn Gardner. Coaches: Tiffiany Simmons, Audrey Wallace, Shekenna Hartsfield, and Cherryetta Williams
Advisors: Vick Hicks-Jackson (Principal) and Donna Johnson (Assistant Principal)

Camilla Gnat Days!!!
It’s almost that time of year again!!! May 1, 2010!
If you are interested in setting up a booth for Gnat Days, contact Stacie Lamb at Mitchell County High School for more information or email
her at Stacie_lamb@mitchell.k12.ga.us. Let’s support Camilla Gnat Days and show our Eagle Pride!!!

Mitchell County Young Farmers Sponsors
Mitchell County Quality Swine Show
By Floyd Peters, MCYF Advisor
On February 12 and 13 the Mitchell County Young Farmers held the annual Mitchell County FFA and 4H Swine Show. The show included
FFA and 4H members from Camilla, Sale City, Pelham, Baconton, and Hopeful. These students are responsible for the selection, care and
training of their hog projects for the four (4) months prior to the show, as well as keeping records of expenses related to the project, and any
health issues and medications administered to these project animals. All students are engaged in the project program to learn basic business
skills, as well developing animal husbandry skills and leadership skills while working with their livestock projects. The 2010 show consisted of
41 students exhibiting 58 pigs. The entries were divided by sex into two shows; a barrow show and a gilt show, with a grand and reserve
champion chosen for each. Entries were divided and shown by weight and sex, with no more than a ten-pound weight difference allowed in
each class; Pigs are judged on Quality and Conformation. All exhibitors competed in a showmanship class divided by grade in school; Senior
Showmen 9th grade through 12th grade, Junior Showmen 4th grade through 8th grade, and Per-club showmen 1st grade through 3rd grade. Senior
champion was; Aubrey Justice (Pelham FFA), Junior champion was; Kreslyn Conine (Mitchell County 4H), and Pre-club champion was; Abby
Santos (Mitchell County 4H). Show Results; Barrow Show - Light Weight 188-201 Barrows: 1st Christopher Whitlock, 2nd Savannah Swilley,
3rd Savannah Swilley, 4th Cartavia Whitlock, 5th Carterion Whitlock; Results Gilt Show Class 1 Gilts (Light weight): 1st Antanil Jackson, 2nd
Jenna Shiver,
3rd Justin Suggs, 4th Kristen Whitfield, 5th KenDarius Silas, 6th Blaire Beasley, 7th Eddie Brown and 8th Antanil Jackson
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Reading Round-Up at NMCES
By: LaJuana Smith, Literacy Coach
All the students at North Mitchell County Elementary were excited on
Wednesday, February 10, 2010. The classes competed in their first Reading
Round-Up. Students in grades kindergarten through fifth grade participated in
two rounds of reading competition. Each round consisted of a reading passage
with one to three questions. The students were timed and the sheets were
scored based on the number of correct answers. This activity was one of
numerous school wide strategies to help prepare our students for the CRCT.
This activity allowed our students an opportunity to test with a specified time
limit. The winners in each grade were presented with a small treat from Mrs. J.
White.

Congratulations
to the
students
on a
job well done!
R. Richter’s
class

Ms. Layne’s 4th Grade

Ms. McDaniel’s 1st Grade

Ms. Frazier’s class

“Are U Ready for Some Football?”
Super Bowl XLIV
By: Alexa Catchings, Pre-K R.C.
The question was asked to Pre-K fathers, grandfathers, uncles and other important
males in the children’s lives “Are U Ready for Super Bowl XLIV and the Super
Bowl of Life?” The men enjoyed breakfast as they bonded with other males. Mr.
Keith Hose (left), Assistant Principal and Athletic Director blessed the attendees with
an inspiration that was truly motivating. Derrick Keaton, a new addition to the South
Mitchell staff and a schoolmate of the speaker made the introduction that took the
speaker, Martin Barnes (right) back some twenty years.
Mr. Barnes made comparisons to football, work and raising
children. Barnes cited excellent points, including “We must
give of ourselves (our time) to our children, so they will have
values and goals.” Martin Barnes told the males that there is
one book that can give them the guidance to rear children the
right way. Past Super Bowl Trivia questions were given to the
audience. The men joked as they answered questions. It got
down to a three-way tie with David Robinson declared the
winner of the Super Bowl party tray.
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NMCES First 3rd Grade Class to
Earn Pizza Party
By: Jamilia R. Thomas
Ms. J. Thomas’ 3rd grade class is the first 3rd grade class this year to receive a pizza
party for having 100% PTA participation for the 2009-2010 academic school year.
Even though we started school in August 2009, Ms. Thomas was consistent until
February 2010 in getting all of her parents involved in PTA. All 13 of her students
are very excited that their hard work to get their parents to join PTA paid off with a
pizza party! They had their party on February 19.

ATF Officers Speak
To 9th Graders
Where They Are Now:
Ariel Williams
Former MCHS student Ariel Williams is
attending Fort Valley State University in
Fort Valley, GA, where she is receiving a
Special Alumni Scholarship to attend. She
is majoring in Early Childhood Education
and plans to become a kindergarten teacher. While
attending Fort Valley State University, Ariel is maintaining
A's and B's and has become an active member of The
Philharmonic Chorale. The Philharmonic Chorale is a
group of students at Fort Valley State that sing all styles of
music including classical and gospel. They sing in Spanish,
Russian as well as in Latin. The Philharmonic Chorale
travels to sing throughout the country.
Since her
involvement, Ariel has traveled and sang in Alabama, New
York and Washington D.C. While in Washington D.C.,
the Philharmonic Chorale represented the state of Georgia
and Congressman Sanford Bishop at the Congressional
Black Caucus. The Philharmonic Chorale will be traveling
to South Africa in Spring 2010. They also have trips to
Florida, Illinois, and Michigan. Throughout the remainder
of her freshman year, Ariel plans to continue her
involvement with The Philharmonic Chorale as well as her
academic studies.

By P. Harris
On February 17, Mrs. P. Harris’ Freshman Seminar
classes were visited by ATF representatives Mrs.
Reba Fowler and Mr. David Cagle (left) who work
with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
Agency. The presentation was informative as well
as intriguing. The students watched a DVD discussing how firearms can change
a person’s life indefinitely if you are not sure what you are doing. Some of the
students left saying that the presentation made them examine themselves of how
precious life is and not to take it for granted. The officers stated in their line of
work they also deal with explosives. They had representatives at the 911/Twin
Towers incident. It was amazing to the students how even the tiniest particle
can identify what happened in an explosion/fire. The guest speakers discussed
how robots are used to detect bombs in buildings instead of sending a human in
the building. And last but not least, they also deal with Alcohol and Drug Abuse.
Marijuana, Crack, Meth are all dangerous drugs and should be kept out of the
hands of students.
During and after the presentation the
students had a chance to ask questions and
it was enjoyed by everyone. The students
should also be commented for their
excellent behavior and attentiveness during
the presentation. Right: Mr. Cagle talks
with Illyana Williams, Jameikia Williams,
and Jaquavius Williams

SMCES
Valentine’s Day Ball
On February 19, 2010, the South Mitchell
County Elementary School held its second annual
Valentine’s Day Ball.
Students danced, ate,
and had lots of fun with
their friends.
All
students were dressed to
impress in their suits,
dresses and gowns. DJ
Hank Thomas played
many songs while the students had a
chance to show off their dance moves. A
professional photographer was available
to take pictures. Students look forward to
next year’s Valentine’s Day Ball.

Eagle’s Nest

Page 6

Saturday School at Mitchell County High School
By Eugene Butler, 9th grade class president
On January 29, 2010, the first Saturday School was held at Mitchell County High School for the freshman
students who felt that they were struggling with their classes and wanted to obtain extra help. The benefit of
Saturday School is that it offers something that cannot be obtained during a regular school day. The student
has a one-on-one time with the teacher and a smaller number of students in the class. The teachers present
are the ones who have the students on a regular basis and who know what the students need to do to achieve.
Saturday School will be offered for all grade levels. Transportation, breakfast, and lunch are provided. Visit
the high school’s home web page to find out the dates and times for each grade level. Parents should call
336-0970 if they wish for their child to attend Saturday School.

Mitchell County High Beta Club
By: Stacie Lamb
The Mitchell County Beta Club is excited this year to have 25 new members! To be invited into Beta Club you must have a cumulative GPA of
85 or above. Not only is Beta an academic honors club but it is also a service club. This year’s sponsors are Mrs. Pennie Thorton, Mrs. Stacie
Lamb, and Mrs. Rashami Khazanchi. 2009-2010 officers include: President Kaysha Harris, Vice President Richard Morris, Secretary Melody
Thomas, and Treasurer Cartavia Whitlock. The Beta Club has collected used children’s books and donated them to Wee Care Christian Day
Care. Last week we had our first fundraiser, which was a success!! The Beta Club would like to encourage everyone to save their soda can tabs
and give them to a member. This is the Beta Club’s next project for helping the Ronald McDonald House. The students wish to thank the
parents, teachers, and administrators for their support and help with the project!

United States History
By: Stacie Lamb
Mrs. Stacie Lamb’s United States History class is working hard to prepare for the GHSGT. United States History makes up about 51% of the
Social Studies portion of the Test. Mrs. Lamb encourages students to go to her website (http://teachers.schooldesk.net/stacielamb/UnitedStates-History/GHSGT-and-EOCT-Practice.html) for the latest PowerPoint or practice questions. Students have been working hard reviewing
and learning new things for the GHGST. One wonderful website the students have been checking out is called Smoop.com. This website offers
great summaries and even some practice essay questions to work the brain and use some critical thinking skills! All students are encouraged to
check out the site because it offers links to other subjects too! Mrs. Lamb wants to wish all her juniors good luck on the GHSGT in March!!

The Census is Coming! April 1, 2010 is Census Day!
“The Census is Coming! The Census is Coming!” shouted Census Specialist Jennifer Edwards (left) in her opening
speech to the large crowd at the February PTA meeting at the South Mitchell County Elementary School on
February 11, 2010. The meeting was held at 7:00 p.m. in the school’s gymnasium. Mrs. Edwards told the parents
how important the census is to the community. She explained that federal funds are awarded to states and
communities based on the census data. Census data affects our voice in Congress. It determines how many seats
each state will have in the U. S. House of Representatives as well as the redistricting of state legislatures, county
and city councils, and voting districts. Mrs. Edwards said that children are always undercounted and she
emphasized the importance of counting children when the census is reported. April 1, 2010 is Census Day.
Households should receive census forms around March 25, 2010. Census forms should be filled out and
postmarked by April 1. If census forms are not returned, a census worker will come to visit your home.
Parents were entertained by
kindergarten and first grade
students (left), who performed
the “Chicken Dance,” and
second, third, fourth and fifth
graders, who performed the
“Virginia Reel Square Dance.”
Some of the fourth and fifth
grade girls (right) performed an
African dance choreographed
by fourth grade teacher, Mrs.
Keisha Williams. Principal
Vicki Hicks-Jackson made
closing remarks. Mr. Bernard
Postell announced upcoming
events and adjourned the
meeting.
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Soil Experiment
By: Jamilia R. Thomas
At North Mitchell County Elementary School, Ms. J. Thomas’ 3rd grade scientists were “soiling it up!” The students were discovering the
three different types of soil (clay, sandy, and loam soil) and were testing which soil was best for gardening and growing crops. The students
were supplied with sifters, goggles, a jar of water, and three paper plates with each type of soil. They were to place each type of soil into the
sifter one at a time. Then they poured the water on top of the soil in order to see which type of soil held water the best. First, they examined
the sandy soil; the water went right through it. As a result, they concluded that the roots would dry out quickly. Next, they examined the clay
soil, and the clay held most of the water. From this, they knew that the roots would be too slippery to get a grip in the soil. Lastly, they
examined the loam soil and concluded that this soil, which was rich and thick in humus, held just the right amount of water for gardening and
growing crops. The third graders also learned that humus (made up of dead plants and animals) adds nutrients to the soil.

Using “Froot Loops” Cereal to Learn Math
By: Mrs. Shaneika Persley
Mrs. S. Persley's class is adding with Froot Loops cereal to learn Standard MKN2: Students will use representations to model addition and
subtraction. The teacher models how to add the cereal under the document camera. Mrs. Persley calls out a number and a color for the
students to place on their plate. Then she calls out another number and color for the students to add to the set they already have. The students
have to use the cereal to model adding the numbers together and give a total. The students REALLY enjoy this hands on activity; while they
are learning, they get to eat a sweet treat!

Can you count the cereal?

Eagle’s Nest
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Money, Money, Money
At North Mitchell County Elementary School, first graders are learning to count coins. In Mrs. K. Holton’s class, we
are working on mastering M1N1e to exchange equivalent quantities of coins by making fair trades involving
combinations of pennies, nickels, dimes, and quarters up to one dollar! In this activity, students worked in pairs. Each
student was given a bag of coins, a work mat, and an index card. First, we sorted our coins according to their value:
pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters. Next, we counted each group to find the value. Last, we counted all our groups together to find the total
amount of our coins, which we wrote on the index card and put in the bag. To check our amount, we traded with our partner! There is nothing
like counting money…
Erica Williams and Zantreal Bell

Jimmy Walker, Blaze Allen, Jamari Jackson

Mikeria Butler

Fairy Tales and
Nursery Rhyme Day
at SMCES
During the month of January, the Pre-K
students discussed nursery rhymes and
fairy tales. To conclude our study, Ms.
K. Davis’ class had a nursery rhyme and
fairy tale party.
The students and
teachers dressed like their favorite
characters, including the Fairy Princess, Little Boy Blue, Snow White, Cinderella,
Little Red Riding Hood, Sleeping Beauty, The Lady that Lived in the Shoe, Wee
Willie Winkie and All the King’s Men from Humpty Dumpty. The students also brought the characters to life by telling who they were and
reciting some lines of their characters. Our students really enjoyed their day.

Graphing Our Snacks
NMCES Health Education Class
During the month of January, Mrs. Shanicie Williams helped the NMCES
health education classes focus on nutrition. The classes discussed MyPyramid
for Kids, a replacement for the Food Guide Pyramid. Each grade completed
various tasks and activities throughout the unit. The 5th graders completed an
activity called Graphing Our Snacks. In their assigned groups, the students
gathered information about their favorite snack foods from Nutrition Facts
labels. Groups A and B calculated the percentage of fat from their snack foods
on a pie graph. Groups C and D graphed the total calories on a bar graph.
After looking at their graph, the students were surprised at how fattening and
unhealthy their favorite snack was.
This was a great challenge for
students to look at the things they
eat and choose healthier snack
foods! The math standard related
to this activity is M5D2. Students
will collect, organize, and display data using the most appropriate graph. A related standard is
M5N5b: Students will understand the meaning of percentage and apply percents to circle graphs.
With the help of Mrs. Silvana Jenkins (above), Toriana Williams, Jo’cilin Moore, and Demetrius
Jones calculated fat from calories percentage from snacks to place on their circle/pie graphs. On
the right is the completed bar and circle/pie graphs from the activity.
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NMCES Kindergarteners
Celebrate 100th Day
By Dr. Karen Davis
The students in kindergarten at NMCES celebrated the 100th day of school.
The students enjoyed a variety of cross-curriculum activities in honor of the
100th day. Some of the activities included counting to 100 by 1s, 5s, and
10s; connecting 100 unifix cubes; making 100th day crowns and glasses;
reciting a 100th day poem; and writing 100 words. The students had a
fantastic time showing off the skills they have learned in just 100 days!
Students pictured from Dr. Davis' class: William Jay, Callista Gilbert,
Datasia Pinkins, Zaniah Profit, and Rose Bond

Congratulations to
SMCES
Teacher of the Month

Beth Bush
Ms. Bush is a 3rd Grade Teacher.

Congratulations to
SMCES
Para of the Month

Sandra Morman
Ms. Morman works with Mrs. Amanda
Dawson and Mrs. Lesonia Wingate in 2nd
grade.

North Mitchell County Elementary School
PTA/Pancake Supper
On February 4, 2010, North Mitchell County Elementary School hosted its annual PTA/Pancake
Supper. Parents, teachers, and students gathered to feast on pancakes and sausage. Students performed
a melody of cheerful selections. After supper, parents gathered according to their child’s grade level.
Teachers presented various information as well as standards
based lesson demonstrations. Parents were informed of the
upcoming CRCT and how they can help their child/children
to be successful. Kindergarten parents discussed student
expectations and performance.
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North Mitchell County Elementary School Teacher of the Year
Rhonda Richter
Rhonda Richter received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in early childhood and elementary education
from Valdosta State University. She has been an elementary school teacher since 1979, with all 30 years
spent in the Mitchell County School System. She believes we, as educators, must instill in children a strong
desire to be somebody who can make a difference in this world and to encourage them to be the best possible
person that they can be. Teaching is so much more than providing knowledge. Ms. Richter believes it is just
as important to make students comfortable, safe, and caring people. She truly believes that all children can
learn and that it is her job to find out how to reach children in order to help them achieve success. Ms.
Richter is also a three time winner as Teacher of the Year. She was the first Teacher of the Year for Mitchell
County Elementary School in 1997. Then the school changed names to Walker-Inman Elementary School and
she was again the first winner of Teacher of the Year in 2005-2006. Time went by and the school changed
names again. Now Mrs. Richter is the first Teacher of the Year for 2209-2010 at North Mitchell County
Elementary School. She is very proud to have worked with the children that she has taught as well as those
she is teaching. She is very excited about this three time honor.

Mitchell County Middle School Teacher of the Year
Gordina Porter
Gordina Porter received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in special education from Albany State University. She
has been an elementary and middle school teacher in the Mitchell County School System for 6 years. She feels that her
calling to teach came from volunteering in a special education classroom when she was an 8th grade student at Ronald
E. McNair Middle School, but the vision of her calling to serve was sent by God’s will. She enjoys incorporating
technology into her classroom lessons. Because of the high demand for technology training for teachers, she
implemented technology clinics for teachers on a weekly basis in order to help other teachers utilize technology within
their own classroom lessons. Overall, she strives each day not just to teach the curriculum but to teach students to trust
themselves.

Mitchell County High School Teacher of the Year
Thirzah Greene
Thirzah Greene received her bachelor’s degree in Spanish from Florida State University. She has been a high
school Spanish teacher in the Mitchell County School System for 15 years. She believes that in order to
strengthen and improve the teaching profession, we as teachers have to strengthen and improve ourselves. Our
willingness to advance and learn will not only help improve ourselves, but it will show our students that learning
is a life-long goal and not just something one does between ages 5 and 18. Also, when teaching students, it’s
always important to let them know that teachers really do care about them. Therefore, Ms. Greene shares life
experiences with them, in the Spanish language, that might help them succeed not only in the educational world,
but in the real-world as well.

Tiona Burley Nominated for The
McDonald's All-American Team
On February 4, 2010, Mitchell County High School senior Tiona
Burley was presented a certificate for nomination to the McDonald's
All-American High School Basketball Team from McDonald’s
representatives: Venterra Pollard, McDonald’s store manager in
Camilla and Brandi Ferguson, representative from McDonald’s Corp.
Office.
Pictured: Terry V. Burley, Sr. (father), Terry V. Burley III (brother),
Teresa Burley (mother), Venterra Pollard, Tiona Burley, Brandi
Ferguson, and Rosemary Sanders (MCHS Girls’ Basketball Coach)
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Kapri Gaines, Keondrea Jackson, Kaysha Harris,
Fulterius King, and Kedeemya Cooper take a
break and review what they saw at the show.
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Good Things Come from Sysco

By: MCHS Students Christopher Graham and Alexis Williams
On February 3, 2010, students from Mitchell County High School’s Culinary Arts classes
ventured to Destin, FL for a food show. Sysco, the North America marketer and distributor
of foodservice products, was the host of this event. Over 100 persuasive vendors participated
and provided different products from produce to meats. The students had a chance to walk in
the shoes of a restaurant owner looking for products. Though they were not able to purchase
any products, they had a chance to test a variety of
foods. Sysco also offered a wide range of technology,
cookware, and eco-friendly eating utensils. “The trip
was informative and well organized. I obtained a bundle
of information that was used to create a project for my
culinary arts class,” said Fulterius King, Culinary Arts-I
student. Overall, the trip was very educational. Some of
the GPS standards that the trip covered were CAI-1b - Discuss and Evaluate industry trends as they relate
to career opportunities and the future of the industry; CAI-8e - Examine current trends and issues in food
and nutrition, fad diets, and proper weight loss techniques; and CAI-11g – Identify various fruits,
vegetables, meats, poultry seafood, dairy and starches and required product purchasing specifications. The
Danielle Key holds up a
students really enjoyed the trip and are looking forward to next year’s Sysco Food Show.
Dragon fruit.

Congratulations to MCMS Students of the Month for January
6th grade: Don Haynes, 7th grade: Na’Veshia Mathis, 8th grade: K’dierea Wilson; Athlete of Month: Joshua King
Congratulations to MCMS Teacher of the Month for January: Ms. T. Carter

YAM! Youth Art Month!
By E. Holton MCMS
YAM! What is it? Youth Art Month (YAM) is a national event held
every March designed to emphasize the importance of quality art
education for all children. YAM was created in 1961 as a service to
art educators and the public. The art students at Mitchell County
Middle School are “going green” as a part of this year’s theme, G3
(Georgia Going Green.) We are going to create art projects made out
of recyclable materials the whole month of March. You could say
we’ll be doing some “spring cleaning.” Thanks to the donations from
fellow MCMS teachers, we have collected plenty of junk. But, we are not just going to throw it away; we are
going to recycle it by making art projects. Teachers can stop by on the morning of March 19 for refreshments and
take a look at what we have been up to in the art room. Prior to March, some students had submitted leaf designs
to be featured on this year’s Youth Art Month flag hosted by the Georgia Art Education Association. Tesharia Pinkins (left) is one of the
winners of the YAM flag contest. She is one of 22 students throughout Georgia whose leaf design was selected to be featured on the flag
shown above. Other Art News: Shacristal Shine’s colored pencil drawing and K’diera Wilson’s watercolor were selected for the Georgia Arts
Education Association’s Youth Art Gallery to be displayed at the Georgia Department of Education offices in Atlanta, GA during 2010.
Shacristal Shine’s

K’diera Wilson’s

The Eagle’s Nest

Learning
About the
Eyeball
On February 3, students
in Mr. D. Pinkins’ and
Ms. J. Bostick’s classes
visited Mr. T. Gilbert’s
science classroom to
participate in dissecting
Lafayron Lester
sheeps’ eyeballs and
brains. While there, they listened to Mr. Gilbert explain
how the eye works and learned the parts and functions
of an eyeball. The retina is the colorful part, and the iris
lets light in and out. The lens is behind the iris, encased
in the vitreous humor, a thick mucous-like gel. They
enjoyed the experience and got to practice the lab
safety procedures that they learned recently.
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Band Students Participate in
New/Upgrade Instrument Night
By Brad Stephenson
On January 21, 2010, the Music Department had a “New/Upgrade
Instrument” night in the Mitchell County High School band room. Students
from grades 6-12 were invited to try out a variety of instruments to see
which best suited them. As band students mature in their musical talents,
they “outgrow” their student-model horns. That night, several students
currently in the band upgraded to an intermediate or professional horn.
Others came to purchase new mouthpieces. These upgrades help the students
play easier and help make them and the band sound better as a whole. Many
other students, both from Mitchell County Middle and Mitchell County
High, attended. These students have since joined the new beginning band
class held after school on Mondays and Wednesdays.
If students missed this event, it is not too late to join. There is still plenty of
space left in the class. Please contact Mr. Stephenson at 336-2166 for more
information.

MCHS Seniors Attend Scholarship Workshop
By Counselor Eva Jenkins
On January 29, 2010, Dr. Doris Roundtree (left) presented a workshop entitled Path to Scholarships “Making
Dreams Come True” to the senior class at MCHS. Students received a list of several scholarships and the Path
to Scholarships “Making Dreams Come True” workbook, which included a CD to help get students started.
The seniors were given some
important facts about
searching and applying for
scholarships. The students
then had an opportunity to complete an essay pre-write and
were guided in writing a winning scholarship essay. Other
topics included time management, resume writing,
requesting letters of recommendations, and a list of
resources when applying for scholarships.

MCHS Students Participate in the
American Legion Oratorical Contest
By Richard Morris
On February 11, 2010, the American Legion Oratorical Program contest was held in the MCHS auditorium. MCHS students Kevin
Haywood, Danielle Key, Richard Morris, and D’Erika Quimbley participated in this event. The American Legion hosts and sponsors an
Oratorical Contest every year. The purpose of the contest is to get students to
know and understand the Constitution and build their public speaking skills.
Students are encouraged to present an eight to ten minute speech on any
amendment of the Constitution. Afterwards, students also gave a three to five
minute speech on one of four topics.
The winner was Richard Morris;
second place went to D’Erika
Quimbley; third place to Danielle
Key, and fourth place to Kevin
Haywood. Each contestant received
a cash prize with the winner
receiving $100. On February 19,
2010, Richard Morris competed at
the district level competition held in
Front: MCHS contestants: Kevin Haywood, Danielle Key,
Albany, GA. He placed second and
D’Erika Quimbley, Richard Morris; Back: Vaughn Reid from
American Legion, judges: Pastor Charles Gilbert, Vivian Smith, received a $125 cash prize.
Congratulations to all the students.
and Barbara Reddick, and MCHS counselor Jacque Walker

Jacque Walker and Richard Morris at
district competition in Albany.

March 2010
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Title I Budget 2009-2010

Schools Honored by the GA Department of Education
The Georgia Department of Education (GaDOE) is honoring Mitchell County Primary School, Walker-Inman Elementary School, and Mitchell County Middle
School for reaching a high level of student participation in the School Nutrition Program. During the 2007-2008 school year 75 percent of students in attendance
in Georgia schools are lunch each day and 34 percent ate breakfast. This participation is among the highest in the nation. Schools that earned this distinction
generally share two common characteristics: (1) administrators, faculty, and staff who support and participate in the program and who see the program as
enhancing the learning process and (2) many of these schools offer a wide variety of menu choices daily, allowing students a greater opportunity to select a
nutritionally complete meal that they enjoy. Mitchell County Primary School achieved 95% participation rate for lunch and 67% participation rate for breakfast.
Walker-Inman Elementary School achieved 99% participation rate for lunch and 72% participation rate for
breakfast. Mitchell County Middle School achieved 97% participation rate for lunch and 60% for breakfast. On
February 23, Superintendent Beauford Hicks presented each school’s lunchroom manager with a certificate from
GaDOE that acknowledges this successful effort has been awarded to each school. “This recognition from the
School Nutrition Program of the Georgia Department of Education to the members of our nutrition staff and
faculty is a wonderful way to acknowledge their hard work and dedication,” said Julie Tucker, School Nutrition
Manager/Supervisor. “If anything, this recognition will make all of us work harder to reach even more students
by serving them nutritious meals and teaching them about good nutrition by providing healthy meals. Nutrition
education is the
key to developing
healthy
eating
habits
for
a
Vivian Smith (SMECS), Rebecca Sharp
lifetime.”

(NMCES), Virginia Clements (MCMS)

SMCES: Front: Lorine Robinson, Vivian Smith, Earnestdean
Carr; Back: Bill Lewis, Annie Jackson, Edna Williams,
Stephanie Bryant, Peggy McKinney, Willie Mae Jackson

NMCES: Dianne Shiver, Kristy Burroughs, Walter Burns,
Rebecca Sharp, Mary King

Lunchroom Health Inspection
South Mitchell County Elementary School: 97-A
North Mitchell County Elementary School: 95-A
Mitchell County Middle School: 100-A
Mitchell County High School: 100-A
Congratulations to all on a job well done.
MHCS: Front: Betty Jackson, Diane Snell, Pearl Shiver, Shirley Ward; Back: Calvin King, Pat Childs, Brenda
Frazier, Diane Foister, Phyllis Scarborough

MCMS: Front: Maggie Harris, Betty Harris; Back:
Sonja Frazier, Virginia Clements, Gwen Dixon,
Tangie Spooner

Eagle’s Nest
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Mitchell County Middle School Basketball
On January 30, 2010, the MCMS boy’s and girl’s basketball teams traveled to Havana,
FL to participate in the 2nd Annual Reginald C. James Middle School Challenge. The
boy’s team, coached by Cornelius Frazier, dominated the challenge by defeating the
East Gadsden boys 45-27 and the Quincy Shanks 49-47. Front Row: Tronell Chester,
Cedric Norris, Terry Grant, Justin Wynn, Vernon Johnson, and Joe Frazier Back Row:
Coach Frazier, Victor Johnson (manager), Gregory Florence, Unterrance Thomas, Josh
King, Keon Jenkins, Bruce Bryant, Tim White, Sam Waters, Charles Dunham, Lapheal
Johnson, and Norman Williams (manager). Not Pictured: Anfrenee Williams
The MCMS Lady Eagles,
coached by Derrick Harris and Tanesha Oliver also dominated the challenge,
defeating the Havana (Lady Bears) 49-12 and the Quincy (Lady Shanks) 53-18.
Other team members who contributed to the success of a 17-0 season are: Hilary
Williams, Deundra Hill, Breyanna Hill, Shambreka Holton, Myeshia Williams,
Chelsea Deriso, Derykah Yates, Antonia Jones, Keondra Jones, Ravioni Robinson,
Teryetta Chester, Myi Barnes, Akeria Florence, Tershira Pinkins, and Albert Bryant
(manager).
The MCMS girls and boys basketball
teams have had a successful year. Prior
to participating in the Havana Challenge, MCMS held it first annual Georgia/Florida Classic. The
Eagles were awarded both first place trophies of the classic. Middle School teams participating in
the classic were the Quincy Shanks, Havana Bears, C. A. Gray (Moultrie), and the MCMS Eagles
Left: A’Miracle Jones’ awesome bounce passes, and ball handling skills allowed her to walk away
with the Female MVP of the 2nd Annual Reginald C. James Middle School Challenge. Sam Waters
was honored with a trophy and walked away with the Male MVP (Most Valuable Player) of the 2nd
Annual Reginald C. James Middle School Challenge.

Tennis Schedule
March 4

Berrien County Home

March 9

Brooks County

Away

March 11 Thomasville
March 16 Albany
March 18 Fitzgerald

Away
Home
Away

March 23

Cook County

Away

March 25 Early County

Home

MCHS PTSO Meeting
On February 9, 2010, a PTSO meeting was held at
the high school. Principal Robert Adams gave an
update on Title I, GHSGT, parent involvement, the
Parent Resource
Room, homework
hotline, and
Saturday School.
Afterwards, the
participants
enjoyed an Eagle’s
basketball game.

MCHS
Parent
Resource
Room
Margaret Acree checked to see the
progress made and what resources
are available for parents. All
parents are invited to stop by for a
visit. The room is located next to
the Guidance Department. For
more details, call 336-0970.

Students at North Mitchell Elementary Participate in 4H activities
Students in the NMCES fifth grade recently competed in two 4H competitions- District Project Achievement and the Peanutrition/Milk Made
Contests. Participants had to write an essay and construct a poster related to a topic that interested them. County winners learned their essay as a
speech which they gave on competition day. John Dent and Ashley Haywood (below) presented oral project
demonstrations in Moultrie for the 16 county district contests. John received 2nd place in the General Science
category, and Ashley did a good job in the Marine/Hydro
class. Both students did a great job according to 4H
officials. Shurnika Silas (right) competed in the countywide food related contests. She made an original peanut
butter sandwich and milkshake which were sampled by the
judges. Additionally, a copy of her recipe had to be
submitted for review. She received t-shirts and a cap for
her winning recipes. Will we be hearing of Chef Shurnika
on Food Network one day? Summer Camp and summer
activities sign up is just around the corner. Take advantage
Shurnika Silas displays her
of the opportunities to make the best better through 4H.
Ashley Haywood and John Dent after DPA.

prizes.
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Jantoria Wynn
Brittiny Hudson

Tony Brown
Twyla White

MCHS Senior Night
February 13, 2010
Alexis Williams
Mia Crawford

Kapri Gaines

Kedeemya Cooper
Emmitt Clark

D’Erika Quimbley

Region 1 AA All Region Team
Congratulations to Tiona Burley and Kentavius Silas for making 1st team All Region. Kedeemya
Cooper and Aschiaa Davis made 2nd team All Region. Emmitt Clark, Kapri Gaines, and D’Erika
Quimbley were honorable mention for All Region. Way to Go Eagles!

Tiona Burley
Pictures taken by Latisha Morman

Aschiaa Davis

MCHS Baseball Schedule 2009-2010

Kentavius Silas

Eagle’s Nest
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South Mitchell County Elementary

School System Calendar

2

Read Across America; Celebrity Readers—9 am.
Dr. Seuss Parade-1:30 p.m.

10

1/2 day for students; 1/2 day professional learning

3

5th Grade Writing test

19

1/2 day for students; 1/2 day professional learning

5

Fun Friday

March 22-26 Instructional Intersession

11

CRCT Family Night

23

MCBOE Open Forum at 6:30 p.m. in theater at MCHS.

12

Spring/Group Picture Day

31

Early release/parent conference day

17

Green Day (Students wear green to school.)

18

CHAMPS Graduation at 7 p.m.

31

Early Release/Parent Conferences from 3 p.m. –5 p.m.

Mitchell County High School
2

Josten’s 10th Grade Ring Sale

3

Josten’s-Senior Delivery

4

Concert Band Festival in Bainbridge; home Tennis
game; FFA members at ABAC

6

Saturday School for 10th graders

13

Saturday School for 11th/12th graders; JROTC
Military Ball

16

MCYFA Swine Show Banquet-7 p.m. at Ag Center

17

1st, 2nd, 3rd period exams (schedule 1, 2, 5, 3)

FFA Sponsors a Chicken Plate Sale

18

4th 5th, 7th period exams (schedule 4, 5, 2 7)

The FFA is having a chicken plate sale on Friday, March 12. Plates
will be available for lunch, as well as for pick up after school. The
plates will include 1/2 chicken, potato salad, baked beans, bread, and
cake. This is a fundraiser to help support FFA students in their
activities for this year. The cost of the plates is $7 and will be ready
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Our FFA members
will be going around to sell tickets, but you can contact Alan Collins
at Mitchell County High School if you wish to purchase a ticket. For
more details, call 336-2172. Deadline to purchase tickets is March 8.

19

8th and 9th period exams (schedule 8, 9, 5);
Safe School guest speaker

North Mitchell County Elementary
2

Read Across America Day

3

World Math Day

6

3rd-5th Graders travel to GA Nature Center –Watkinsville, GA

11

School Council Meeting at 11:30 p.m.;
CHAMPS graduation-7 p.m.

March 1-12: Math-A-Thon

USA Test Prep for GHSGT
For Mitchell County High School Students
www.usatestprep.com
Students can practice anytime for the tests.

Title I Meeting
On February 25, 2010, the Mitchell County Title 1-A Program held
an annual informational meeting at 6:00 p.m. in the cafeteria at
Mitchell County Middle School, 55 Griffin Road, in Camilla. The
meeting was open to the public.

March 29-April 2: GHSGT-Science, Math, Social Studies,
Language Arts

MCHS Track Events
March 6: Tift Co. Blue Devils Invitational
March 13: Bainbridge Invitational
March 20: TCC Yellow Jacket Relays
March 27: Monroe LC Smith Relays

Special Thank You
to Mitchell County Middle School student
Kimbreyonna Williams
for leading the Pledge of Allegiance
at the February 23
Board of Education meeting.
Great Job Kimbreyonna!

MCHS LIVE Homework Hotline from 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Monday: Math
Tuesday: Science
Wednesday: Social Studies Thursday: Language Arts
Call 336-2177 to ask the questions; visit http://www.ustream.tv/channel/mchs-board-meeting to see the broadcast.

