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Enjoy the Day
I firmly believe that humor, and having a sense of, are oh so important to enjoying each and
every day. I love to read quotes by Yogi Berra when I need a laugh. Here are some of my favorite Yogi quotes applied to CBISD.
Administrators during evaluation time - "You can observe a lot just by watching."
To all students – “I want to thank you for making this day necessary."
The lost and found - "I'd find the fellow who lost it, and, if he was poor, I'd return it."
The morning bus route - "You've got to be very careful if you don't know where you're going,
Superintendent
because
you might not get there." "If you don't know where you are going, you will wind up
Steven Galloway
somewhere else." "When you come to a fork in the road, take it."
Lunch time - "You better cut the pizza in four pieces because I'm not hungry enough to eat six."
Dual Credit Government class - "Texas has a lot of electrical votes."
The Superintendent - "I made a wrong mistake." "I didn't really say everything I said."
The new football coach - "The other teams could make trouble for us if they win."
The faculty meeting - "It was impossible to get a conversation going; everybody was talking too much."
First day of school - "I'm not going to buy my kids an encyclopedia. Let them walk to school like I did."
Elementary PE class – “Pair up in threes.”
CHS Health class – “I couldn't tell if the streaker was a man or a woman because it had a bag on its head.”
Late to work – “I guess that's the earliest I've ever been late.”
STAAR testing – “I can't concentrate when I'm thinking.”
Taking a sick day – “If you get hurt and miss work, it won't hurt to miss work.”
Summer break – “Little League baseball is a good thing 'cause it keeps the parents off the streets, and it keeps the kids
out of the house!”
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CELEBRATING OUR SCHOOL BOARD

(Left) WCE Principal,
Kathy Humbird, read a
story book created by
kindergarten students
on What is a School
Board Member?

Nick Kondra was super excited to see
all the gifts laid out for him. “It was
like Christmas all over again!”

Linda Huebner and John Vernor are
thrilled with their new shirts from West
Brazos Junior High.
Wendy Monical reads the student bound
story book from Barrow Elementary
students.

Jonathan Champagne takes his time to examine
each gift generously given to him.

Becky Danford
pulls out Thank you
notes from the
students at Wild
Peach Elementary.

Columbia High School’s Choir sings “Danny Boy” for the School Board;
directed by their Choir Director, Jonah Vincent.
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DECEMBER SHINING STAR
Mayra Zamudio is a custodian at Barrow Elm, 2pm to 10:30pm. Mayra started working for the Custodial Department 2 years ago as a Substances Custodian. Now she's a
full-time custodian since the start of this school year. She has always been on time
and never ever calls in sick or takes off work. Mayra's work is always excellent
100%. She is a very valuable member of our team and School district.

Quotes to Live By
Samantha Fowler, Principal (BE)

"Surround yourself with the
dreamers and the doers, the
believers and the thinkers, but most
of all, surround yourself with those
who see the greatness within you,
even when you don't see it."
~ Edmund Lee
"Tell me and I forget.
Teach me and I remember.
Involve me and I learn."
~ Benjamin Franklin

"Life begins at the end of your
comfort zone."
- Neale Donald Walsch

BIRTHDAY SHOUT-OUTS
January 25
Cami Newsome
January 26
Mechelle Norton
January 27
Teresa Gonzales
January 28
Linda Anderson
Jenny Rodriguez
Bess Simple

January 31
February 9
George-Anna McCabe Maria Carbajal
Margaret Leago
February 1
February 10
Sheila Bean
Debra Griffin
Goldie Hernandez
February 3
Gabrielle Hernandez
Mary Ann Hernandez
Matthew Kane
February 5
Kim Gerbich

January 29
Dayna Langen

February 6
Tonja Davis

January 30
Gail Stephenson
Nancy Taylor

February 7
Deb Arredondo
Roya Flenker

February 11
Cora Block
February 12
Robert Maurer
February 15
Becky Cade
Sheryl Valdez
February 16
Jamie Johnson

February 17
Sara Larsen
Cynthia Watkins
February 18
Ashley Kilsby
Patti Neel
February 19
Karen Fields
February 20
Tanya Raley
February 21
Priscilla Dedmon
Samantha Fowler
February 22
Gayla Parker
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DAKARIUS

These are our Kids

BELL

Senior, Dakarius Bell is an amazing young man. He is the son of
Tren Bell, Child Nutrition Assistant Manager at West Brazos
Junior High. He is handsome, smar t, extr emely athletic, family
oriented, and outgoing. With all these attributes and many accomplishments, he remains to be humble. When asked what his football
stats were or how he felt to see his name in the paper so many times,
he just shrugged his shoulders and said, “I don’t really know my
stats, nor do I read ½ of what’s in the paper, but my mom does.” Of
course, his mom is extremely proud of her son. He was named the
district’s offensive MVP as a running back at the Sports Banquet
this year, and remains to keep A’s and B’s throughout his four years
in high school. Tren says she is proud of all Dakarius’ accomplishments. “He is an outstanding young man; helps kids, his teammates
and would take the shirt off his back to help anyone who needed it.”
Tren said she thought her son may get a “Big Head” from all the
attention with his football success, but he didn’t at all. She said, “It
was exciting to him, but he’s not a bragger. He doesn’t act or think
that he’s better than anyone else.” He would help the neighborhood
kids with football and show them how to catch and throw the ball.
So what does it take to be the Most Valuable Player for the Columbia Roughnecks? It is commitment
and perseverance, on top of being a team player. Dakarius had 1,671 yard and 23 touchdowns his last season for the Roughnecks. He
had a total of 5,744 yards and 61 touchdowns total for his three years on the varsity Roughneck football team. Besides his football
career, Dakarius played basketball for two years and was on the track team for three years. He really enjoyed the two years he took
dance/ballet at CHS. He said it was fun and helped his coordination in sports. When Dakarius is able to, he loves to spend his free time
hog hunting with his dogs and riding his horses. His mom said he loves to be outside and the family will camp, fish and ride bikes
together. His family is close and they would all come to his games when they could; of course mom didn’t miss any.
Tren’s dreams for her son is to get a good education after high school and play college football. There are several universities that are
pursuing Dakarius to play football, including A&M Kingsville and Commerce, and UT in Odessa, TX. But, he has his eye on Tarleton
University. He wants to major in Animal Science and be a Veterinarian. His goal is to get into the university first then pursue playing
college football.
Dakarius said he liked it when his mom worked at the high school. Even though the teachers would threaten to call her every time he
would act up, he still liked being able to go to her after school and lay down or chill in her area. Now that she is at the Junior High,
Dakarius misses being able to go to her when needed.
One word Tren uses to describe Dakarius is “intelligent.” She explained even from a young age he was a fast learner and would catch on
to concepts quickly. At the age of 3 he began playing on computers. Although he is the youngest of three, Tren says he’s the most
independent. He did of course get into mischief with his brothers. She recalled a time when Dakarius was 4 years old and she and her
husband just finished painting the swing set and told the boys not to touch it. It wasn’t too long until they spotted Dakarius and his
brother with paint all over them. They started running all over the yard to keep from getting a spanking. Tren said he always strives to
do better in all he does, whether it’s academics or sports. Tren will definitely miss her son when he leaves for college and Dakarius says
what he will miss most is “home, Brazoria County.”
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EMPLOYEE SNAPSHOT—Amanda Biever
Current position:
5/6th math teacher at Wild
Peach Elementary
How long have you worked for
CBISD?
This is my 6th year.
Before working here, what was
the most interesting job you
had?
I guess that would be banking.
I was in banking for 8 years
before I started teaching.
What is one memory from high school that stands out?
I am a math teacher. This would have seemed funny to my
elementary/middle school self….math was always what I struggled with the most. When I was in 10th grade, I had Charlie
(Coach) Brand for algebra. He was a wonderful teacher, and
something clicked in my brain that year. He really taught me
the beauty of math…and that you could always find the right
answer if you kept trying. He also taught me the importance of
checking and rechecking your work to look for mistakes.
When it came time for the state test (it was TAAS back then), I
was the last student in the whole school working on the test. I
was checking and rechecking to find mistakes!
When the results came in, Coach Brand announced to the class
that there was one 10th grader that made a 100. He asked the
class to guess who it might be. Of course they were guessing
the names of very smart people---certainly not my name! I will
never forget the smile on his face when he told the class that I
was the student to make a 100.

He gave me a love for math that I hope to pass on to my
students.
Tell us a little about your family.
I was raised as an only child. My brother, Adam, passed away
at 6 months of age.
I am very close to my parents.
FAVS: Food- pizza
Drink- Michelob Ultra
Book/Author- Anne Rice, Vampire Chronicles
Movie- Always
Is there a song you like to hear that might surprise people who
know you?
Bohemian Rhapsody
Do you have a guilty pleasure?
Just one!?
I love sleeping! I still sleep until noon on Saturdays.
What do you want to do when you retire?
Sleep….and travel
Name a famous person you would like to meet and why.
Britney Spears. I know--it’s really lame.
Tell us something about you few people know.
I stutter. It’s something I’ve dealt with since I was child. I try
to hide it by taking pauses before certain words. I was very
touched when Neal Jeffrey, the author of If I can, Y-Y-You
can, came to speak to us year before last.

NEW TO CBISD:
Welcome to our family!

April Garcia
Instructional Aide
Columbia High School

Brenda Prado
Night Custodian
Barrow Elementary

Rachael Cohen
Payroll Specialist
Business Dept/ADM

Kimberly Hensley
Bus Monitor
Transportation

Alyssa Stanzel
Admin Asst / Receptionist
Technology/ Support Svcs.
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GCASE Scholarship Program for Special Ed
BETTY BLISS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS
The Gulf Coast Administrators of Special Education (GCASE) offers scholarships as a memorial to Betty Bliss, a former Special
Education Director. These scholarships are for individuals working toward a Special Education certification endorsement so that
they may provide services to students in the public school setting. The scholarships are to be awarded to special education staff,
school staff, substitute teachers or individuals accepted into an Alternative Certification Program leading to a Special Education
Endorsement (Generic, VI, AI, OT, PT, Speech, Assessment Personnel, etc.).
Scholarships are awarded in 2 different categories.
The first category ($2,500) is for applicants who are currently working as paraprofessionals
The second category ($2,000) is for applicants who are already degreed or currently in a professional position working
toward certification.
The number of scholarships awarded will be determined by ranking of scores of the applications received. Alternates will be selected and awarded scholarships if recipients are unable to accept an award.
JERRY VLASAK MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
This scholarship is for a current special education administrator working towards a doctorate or superintendent’s certification while
working in the public school setting. One $2,000 scholarship may be awarded annually.
JOYE THORNE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
This scholarship is for a degreed individual who is working towards a Masters Degree in Special Education so that he or she may
provide services to students with disabilities in the public school setting. One $2,000 scholarship may be awarded annually.
All scholarships are reimbursement type scholarships. Recipients will be asked to submit receipts for tuition, books or fees to the
GCASE Treasurer for reimbursements of expenses made. Invoices, payment schedules or other documents outlining payment
owed by the recipient are not adequate for reimbursement purposes. Reimbursement will not be approved for items such as office
equipment, technology, projects, travel or mileage.
The GCASE Scholarship Program will not reimburse recipients for expenses paid for by other sources such as Pell Grants or other sources of financial aid.
The scholarships will be available to be utilized from May 2016 to June 2017 (13 months). The scholarship recipients must continue to reside in the Region 4 area during the 13 months term of the scholarship (May 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017).
If you wish to apply for a scholarship, please complete the application form and comply with all the requirements. Previous recipients are eligible to re-apply, but cannot receive the scholarship more than twice.
Scholarship information, eligibility and application is located on the HR webpage.

SHAC: Student Health Advisory Committee
Guidance for School Administrators to Help Reduce the Spread of Seasonal Influenza in K-12 Schools
Each day, about 55 million students and 7 million staff attend the more than 130,000 public and private schools in the United States.
By implementing the recommendations in this document, schools can help protect one-fifth of the country's population from flu.
Collaboration is essential; CDC, the U.S. Department of Education, state/local public health and education agencies, schools, staff,
students, families, businesses, and communities should work together to reduce the spread of flu and other respiratory infections.
High-Risk Groups
People of all ages get sick with flu. School-aged children are a group with a high rate of flu illness. Vaccination to prevent influenza is
particularly important for people who are at high risk of serious complications from influenza.
Emergency warning signs that indicate a person should get medical care right away include:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In children:
In addition to the signs above, get
• Pain or pressure in the chest or abdomedical help right away for any infant who
Fast breathing or trouble breathing
men
has any of these signs:
• Sudden dizziness
Bluish skin color
• Being unable to eat
• Confusion
Not drinking enough fluids
• Has trouble breathing
• Severe or persistent vomiting
Not waking up or not interacting
• Has no tears when crying
• Flu-like symptoms that improve but
Being so irritable that the child does not
• Has significantly fewer wet diapers than
then return with fever and worse cough
want to be held
normal
Flu-like symptoms that improve but
then return with fever and worse cough
Information provided by Centers for
In adults:
Disease Control and Prevention
Fever with rash
• Difficulty breathing or shortness of
www.cdc.gov/flu/school/guidance.htm
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Announcements and Upcoming Events
•

Southeast Texas Police Chiefs Association Youth Scholarship Program, applications can be obtained from Chief Green
or Heidi Durham in the counselors office.

•

Sharline McClendon, JH Teacher, was selected to attend the Teacher’s Summit this summer. Congratulations Mrs.
McClendon!

•

CHS Spanish Club 7th Annual Talent Show, Friday, Jan. 29th, CHS 7-9pm, presale tickets
$3 or $5/door

•

CHS Spanish will be selling SWEETIEGRAMS for Valentine’s, they are $2.00, contact Ana
Calderon ext 2408

•

The Mid Coast Corvette Club will be holding a car show in connection with the Brazoria
Heritage Festival on March 5th. It is not just for Corvettes! For information contact Gail
Stephenson (WCE) xt 6514 . The flyer is also on the Mid Coast Corvette Club Facebook
page.

•

Congratulations to Maria Montes, custodian at Barrow Elementary, on her retirement!

BIG TIME SHOUT OUTS!

SUPER shout out to Lauren Jones and
her awesome team of Dancin’ Dolls.
They took home some major hardware
from the contest at Brazoswood in December. The girls and their director
worked really hard and their hard work
paid off. Thanks for making us proud,
girls!

To all the staff and students
that participated in the UIL
Speaking events in Stafford on
January 19th…THANK YOU
for your flexibility, willingness
to help and patience.
-Tina and Meghan

-Jennifer Kincannon

We would like to give a big shout out to
the Cafeteria Ladies at WBJH. They go
above and beyond to make our cafeteria a warm and welcoming place for the
children. WAY TO GO GIRLS Keep
Up the Good Work
-Jennifer and Tren

I would like to give a shout out to
the cafeteria managers and their
staff. All 5 kitchens received an
perfect score on their health inspections.
-Ann Edwards

HR CORNER
CBISD is contracting with a new time clock system, Time Clock Plus. Employees will no longer be
required to use their fingerprint to utilize the system. Many employees will be able to clock in from
a computer. This transition will take place in March. More information to come...
W2s — Employees will receive their W2 for 2015 at their campus/department by February 1st. A
copy of your W2 can be printed from your account in the Employee Access Center.
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