A Gateway Exam
Survivor’s Manual
The goals and purposes of this manual are to:
•
•
•
•

provide students with an overview of the Gateway Exam in the area of social studies.
give students the opportunity to practice reviewing key concepts and historical thinking
skills as they relate to the Gateway Exam.
allow students additional opportunities to practice and review content that may be
included on the Gateway Exam.
help students to understand the scoring rubric.

Don’t panic!
Help is on the way!
Just review this manual for the keys
to success on the Gateway Exam!

Areas of Focus for the 2017 administration:
•

Dynasties and Empires

•

Imperialism

•

Revolutions

•

World Leaders

Let’s begin…
What does a Gateway Assessment look like?
• Part of preparing for a test is what concerns all of us as
students and teachers: What can we expect the test to
look like? What is the format?

Let’s take a look at a sample Gateway…

• One of the things that we can do as teachers is to help
you to minimize test anxiety by familiarizing you with
the format of the Gateway Assessment.

Three to five documents will accompany the writing prompt.

What should you do to help organize your essay? Let’s take a look at your thesis…

The thesis is the road map for your essay!
Sample Writing Task:
Write an essay in which you discuss how advancements in technology changes the
structure of society and the quality of life during the Industrial Revolution in Great
Britain.
In your essay, be sure to do the following:
•
•
•

Describe the significance of the establishment of the factory system.
Discuss the importance of the changes in transportation systems.
Explain the impact on the growth of cities.

Read the writing task carefully
and use the “bullets” to
structure your thesis!

What are the keys to an acceptable thesis? A thesis should answer the question AND make a claim
(argument). Do NOT simply re-state the question!

Remember to avoid thesis killers!
These are words that can make your thesis weaker and less focused!
a lot

bad

ways

good

lots

many

really

several

stuff

things

very

etc.

Using the space below, write a practice thesis for the writing task above:

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Writing a Five Paragraph Essay

Think of your essay as a whole paper composed of three main parts:
 the introduction (lead-in and thesis)
 the body (paragraphs with supporting evidence)
 the conclusion (final address to the reader).
These 3 parts should flow smoothly into one another, presenting the reader with an
organized, logical discussion and analysis of the writing task.
 Introductory Paragraph: It should accomplish three things:
1) catches the readers’ interest
2) sets the tone for the essay
3) presents the thesis.
 Thesis: It is a sentence or two that announces your main idea. It is often (but not always) at
the end of your introduction. It states the purpose of a paper and gives it focus, direction,
and sharpness.
 Body Paragraph: One of the three paragraphs that contain the ideas, facts and evidence of
your paper. Each paragraph should focus on ONE main idea given in the thesis statement.
 Topic Sentence: This is the sentence within a paragraph that expresses the main idea is
usually the first sentence. Think of it as a “mini thesis.”
 Concluding Paragraph: An essay should have a satisfying conclusion, one that gives a reader a
sense of completion or closure. Do NOT allow your essay to drop or fade at the end-use the
concluding paragraph to emphasize the validity and importance of your thinking (your
position). Remember to re-state your thesis in this paragraph!

Details matter!

Don’t
forget!

How to cite your sources! Here are some examples…
Citation for a Direct Quotation Within the Context of a Sentence

In Closing the Ring, Winston Churchill states the importance of a continued alliance between the United States , Britain , and
Russia : “We are the trustees for the peace of the world . . . We must remain friends in order to ensure happy homes in all
countries.”

Citation for a Paraphrased Passage Within the Context of a Sentence:

Churchill, in Closing the Ring, states that if the United States, Britain , and Russia remain allies, lasting peace is possible.

Parenthetical Citation for a Direct Quotation from a Gateway Document:

The depth of Challenger Deep is put into perspective with the knowledge that one would have “to stack 26 Empire
State Buildings (430 meters tall) on top of one another to reach the surface of the ocean from the bottom”
(Document B).

Parenthetical Citation for a Paraphrased Passage from a Gateway Document:
The deepest spot known on this planet is Challenger Deep in the Mariana Trench. Twenty-six Empire State
Buildings stacked on top of each other would be needed to reach the surface of the Pacific from this great depth
(Document B).
***Items that appear in bold print indicate the citation.***

Let’s turn our attention to the
topics…knowledge and understanding of
content are crucial to your success!
What if you were asked to discuss three key technological contributions of the Ancient River Valley
Civilizations? Could you do it? I am guessing that you can. Let’s review anyway…



Remember! Your essay should be five paragraphs in length. Each paragraph should contain 5-7 sentences.

Let me point something out first! EVERY essay topic will give you some historical background.
This is intended to trigger your memory about the topic.

the historical background in your essay.

NEVER quote from or copy

That would be a major mistake!

Now…let’s imagine that this is your topic:
Discuss why the Nile River Valley was a suitable location for early civilizations.

Include the following:
•
•
•

the use of the land for planting crops
how the early settlers used the Nile for transportation
importance of the Nile River Valley to the people of Egypt today

Here is a STRONG sample thesis for this topic:
The Nile River Valley is a suitable location for civilization because it has fertile land for growing crops, the
use of the river for transportation and trade, and it importance to Egyptians today.

Now…take a moment to brainstorm. What do you already know about the topic? Do this before you
look at the documents!

What might be some of the documents that you would find on this topic? Reflect on the examples
below and in the space provided, write a summary of what you see AND don’t forget! What is the
significance (meaning) of each of these documents?
DOCUMENT A

What do you see? What do you know about this place?

Document B

What do you see? What do you know about this place?

Document C

What does this mean? What does this hymn
tell you about the importance of the Nile
River?

Document D
What do you observe in the
picture?

Women watering cattle and cleaning
laundry by the Nile River

Here’s another topic…
What if you were asked to discuss three key contributions of the Roman Empire? Could you do it? I am
guessing that you can. Let’s review anyway…
Remember: your essay should be five paragraphs in length. Each paragraph should contain 5-7 sentences.
Let’s imagine that this is your topic:
Discuss the following contributions of the Roman Empire in these key areas:
•
•
•

political
religious
cultural

Now write a thesis for the writing task above:

You may see documents like those below on the Gateway…take notes! What do you see? What does it mean?
What is the significance of each of these?

Document A
Colosseum

The Colosseum is located in Rome, Italy. The
massive stone amphitheater known as the
Colosseum was commissioned around A.D. 70-72
by Emperor Vespasian of the Flavian dynasty as a
gift to the Roman people.

Notes:

Document B

Notes:

Julius Caesar (100-44 B.C.) expanded the Roman
Republic through a series of battles across Europe
before declaring himself dictator for life.

Document C
ROMAN EMPIRE

Describe what you see on the map. How far did the Roman Empire extend?

Document D
Executive Branch

Legislative Branch

Judicial Branch

The two leaders of the executive
branch, the consuls, were elected
for just one year by the upper class.
They supervised the Senate and
ordered the Roman army during
wars. Other members of the
executive branch were the tax
collectors, mayors, city police, and
other people in positions of power
in cities.

The most powerful part of the
legislative branch was the
Senate. The Senate was a
group of about 300 male
citizens who owned land. They
could tell the consuls how
much money they could spend
and on what. These men were
appointed by the consuls.

The judicial branch had six
judges who were elected
every two years. They were
in charge of deciding
punishments that criminals
would receive. Their job was
similar to the job that judges
have today in the United
States.

An Outline of
Roman
Government
during the
Republic:

How was the government organized? How is it similar to the government of the United States?

Document E
Notes:

Now…let’s take it a step further…what does it all mean? This is analysis.
What do these documents say to the reader about the Rome? What can you
Romans Playing
learn from these documents? What questions
do youBall
still have?
This fresco shows several young
men playing at ball. It is from an
underground tomb in Rome (1st
century CE).

=======================================================================================
=

Okay…let’s try one more topic!
Wait it for it…you guessed it! THE MONGOLS!

What do you remember about this empire? Make a list here. Do this BEFORE you look at the
historical background or writing task. Go ahead…I bet you remember more than you realize.

Also, you should
NEVER quote
from or cite the
Historical
Background in
your essay!

Writing Task
Write an essay in which you discuss the major impact of the Mongols on the development of Eurasia during
their rule
In your essay, be sure to discuss the following:
•
•
•

the rise of the Mongols
the rule of Genghis (Chingghis) Khan and Kublai Khan
the political and cultural impact of the Mongols on Eurasia (Europe and Asia)

Now take a few minutes to compose a thesis on the writing task about the Mongols.

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Now let’s examine some documents related to the writing task:
Document A
What does this map tell you about the
extent of the Mongol Empire? Where
was it located?

Describe what you see in the photos. What do the pictures tell you about the Mongols?

Document C

What do the characteristics that appear in the
textbox on the right tell you about the Mongols as
leaders?

Now let’s take a closer look at writing a
conclusion…

Often students do not do well when writing a conclusion. So…here are some suggestions. Think of
these suggestions like a recipe.
•
•
•
•
•

The first sentence of your conclusion should be a re-statement of your thesis! Do NOT copy
your thesis! Re-phrase it.
Retell the topics.
Offer concluding thoughts.
Point back to the beginning of your essay. Refer back to your attention grabber.
Your concluding paragraph, just the opposite of your introductory paragraph, should resemble a
standard triangle. You should move from specific information to more general ideas.

Your concluding paragraph should stress the
importance of the thesis statement, give the
essay a sense of completeness, and leave a final
impression on the reader. At the end of your
concluding paragraph, be sure to transition to a
general thought that connects back to your
opening statement, your attention grabber. By
the way, your attention grabber should NEVER
be a question!!!

Once you finish your essay, always complete your
checklist!!!
It will be included in the Gateway Test packet.

Social Studies Writing Checklist
MAKE SURE YOU HAVE CHECKED EACH OF THESE
BEFORE YOU HAVE TURNED IN YOUR PAPER!!!

 Have you sufficiently developed all parts of the Writing Task?
 Does your essay contain a clear thesis statement? Does your response maintain a consistent
focus?
 Have you included supporting ideas and evidence for each of your main ideas?
 Have you included information from your social studies courses?
 Have you included relevant information from the documents?
 Have you combined information from the documents with information from your social studies
courses?
 Have you linked specific facts to larger ideas and drawn logical conclusions?
 Is the information in your response accurate?
 Have you provided a clear beginning, middle, and end to your essay?
 Have you used the most effective words for your purpose and audience?
 Have you written complete and correct sentences with appropriate punctuation, coordination, and
subordination?
 Have you varied the structure, length, and types of sentences?
 Are your spelling, punctuation capitalization, grammar, sentence formation, and usage correct?
 Have you given credit to your sources when you paraphrased and quoted the documents?

Some GATEWAY writing tips…final reminders…
• Make sure that you draw upon your prior knowledge
of the topic. Demonstrate that you have a clear
understanding of social studies.
THIS IS
IMPORTANT!!!
• Address ALL aspects of the essay question.
• Include references to the documents you are given.
• Watch your grammar and spelling!
• Include a thesis statement.
• Include a conclusion.
• Vary your sentence structure.
• If you print, do NOT use all capital letters.
• You will not be allowed to use correction fluid, so
remember to draw one line through all errors.
Example: tst Then replace it with test.
• Use all the time that you are given. Develop a rough
draft and proofread your work!

Score!
How is your paper scored???
Your paper is scored in four areas, or domains.
Your goal is to strive to receive a score of 5 in each of these domains.
Here’s the first one:

You should develop your ideas fully!
Details matter! Stay on topic!

This is the second domain:

Use social studies vocabulary! Show off!
What do you know about this topic?

This is the third domain:

Does your essay have five paragraphs? Are there
transitions between paragraphs? Is there a logical
sequence to your essay? Does it make sense?

This is the fourth domain:

Did you proofread your essay? Spelling errors?
Correct use of commas? Make sure that your
writing does not impede readability!!!

