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A letter from our Principal
Dear Alumni, Friends and Families of Bishop Luers High School,
When the school year began, retirement was not on my radar. As the year progressed, it
became apparent to me that all good things must come to an end. At LuersKnight I shared
my wish that all interested people should have the opportunity to be the principal at Bishop
Luers High School. It has truly been a most wonderful experience. The past eighteen
years passed in a flash. Some of the many highlights of my tenure include:
Being able to live/share my faith
Spending entire days with my son while he attended
Spending entire days with seven nieces and nephews while they attended
Being a part of about 2,500 teenagers’ lives
Working with a terrific group of professionals
Meeting parents who are invested in their children
Experiencing the growth of the diversity of our student body
Enjoying student successes while students at Bishop Luers High School
Meeting alums and noting their successes after graduation from our school
Bishop Luers High School is healthy spiritually, academically, and socially, as our mission
states. We are healthy financially. Thank you to all of the parents, teachers, staff, students
and alumni who have supported our school and made this job easier. Bishop Luers High School and all that it stands for will eternally
be in my heart and in my prayers.
Three fine women are also retiring this year. Jane Anderson has been our librarian for 22 years. During that time she has loved our
students, and taken good care of our media center. Luers graduate Eileen Sullivan Brodmerkel is retiring after 25 years of service to
our school. Eileen is a quintessential educator. Her devotion to our students and to her subject area (English, writing, and journalism)
is second to none. Campus Minister Sue Mathias has led Knights to Christ since 2001. Her service is recognized and appreciated by
students and staff alike. Needless to say, these ladies are leaving big shoes to fill. They will be missed. May God go with each of
them.
A faith-filled, relaxing summer is wished for each of you. Please remember to pray for Bishop Luers High School and our students.
Go Knights! We are the Light of the World!
Mary Keefer

Vice Principal, Tiffany Albertson, is appointed as Principal of Bishop Luers High School
Tiffany Albertson has been appointed by Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades as the principal of Bishop
Luers High School effective July 1. Albertson has been the assistant principal of Bishop Luers
since September of 2007.
Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades stated, “I am very grateful that Mrs. Tiffany Albertson has accepted
the position of principal of Bishop Luers High School. She has been an excellent assistant
principal at Luers and has great experience in secondary school education and leadership. I am
especially impressed by Tiffany’s strong commitment to the Catholic identity and mission of
Bishop Luers High School.”
Albertson holds a Bachelor of Science in biology secondary education from Saint Francis
College in Fort Wayne. She has a master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction from Indiana
Wesleyan University and attained her principal licensure through Indiana Wesleyan University’s
program.
From the desk of Mrs. Tiffany Albertson ....
Dear Alumni, Friends and Families of Bishop Luers,
It is such a privilege and honor to be appointed as the new principal of
Bishop Luers High School. I am looking forward to working with our alumni as
we continue the mission and vision of Bishop Luers. It has been such a blessing to work with our students, staff,
and families for the past seven years. I have truly learned what it means to embody “Luers Spirit.” I am excited
about continuing to work for the Luers family in a new capacity. I will pray for you and ask that you pray for
all of us at Bishop Luers. May God Bless all of our Knights!
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2014 Valedictorian, NATHAN GRABNER and 2014 Salutatorian, ADAM BAKER
by Aubrey Feipel, school newspaper staff reporter

Nathan Grabner,
Bishop Luers’ 2014
valedictorian, came to
Bishop Luers from St.
John the Baptist grade
school. His future
educational plans are
to attend Purdue
University to study
mechanical
engineering.
Subsequently, his
intentions include grad school to earn an MBA.
Grabner is aiming for a memorable post-collegiate
experience. “I hope to travel the world between undergrad and
grad school. Then, I want to get a job in the automobile
industry.” He has high aspirations for his distant future as well.
“In fifteen years, I see myself working in a management position
at Tesla Automobile.”
Before moving on and progressing toward his ambitious,
life-long goals, Grabner happily recalled his most-loved
experiences at Bishop Luers. “My favorite class was Music
Appreciation with Mr. Newman because he knows everything
there is to know about music trivia and history. Plus, he’s the
man.” One way Grabner loved to spend his time at school was
visiting all of his “moms:” Mrs. Zwick, Mrs. Abbott, and Mrs.
Andorfer.
Grabner was delighted to share his all-time favorite memory
from his entire high school career. He smiled as he remembered
pulling up on the first day of school in a limo with four other
seniors. Despite the simple joy of his experience, he noted that
the only downside was having to jump the limo when it died.
Thinking intently about his future, Grabner was willing to
leave the Bishop Luers community with some friendly advice. “It
is very important to get involved early. Throughout high school,
I was involved in many sports and clubs. This is where I met the
vast majority of my friends and gained my most memorable
experiences. As a result of such heavy involvement, I was rarely
home before ten. I recommend learning good study habits early
and trying to avoid procrastination because it can make things
pretty difficult. Also, never question the validity of Mr. Sorg’s
stories.”

Adam Baker, this year’s
salutatorian, attended grade
school at Saint Joseph-Saint
Elizabeth and intends to further
his education by studying
computer science at Purdue
University. A laid-back and
inquisitive individual, Baker
anticipates a successful future,
but prefers to focus his energy on
one task at a time.
Reminiscing on his four years
at Bishop Luers, Baker was able
to recall the beneficial
atmosphere that rewarded those who stepped outside their
comfort zones. “Here at Bishop Luers, I experienced a lot of
positive energy from the teachers and my classmates, which
empowered me to work hard in the classroom and go beyond
what was expected from me.” During his time at Bishop Luers,
Baker contributed his talents to the school newspaper and
yearbook and undertook an ambitious project to earn the rank of
Eagle Scout.
Finding a way to succeed was not always an easy task, but
according to Baker, the extra effort was worth it. Citing the
toughness of AP U.S. History, Baker explained, “I will never
forget studying for my first AP exam. Seeing my name on the
Steel Trap Minds poster every week helped build my confidence
and allowed me to share my expertise with others.”
Looking back on his high school career, Baker revealed that
some of his goals seemed unattainable at first, but with the help
of both his peers and influential adults, he has progressed a lot
further than he ever could have imagined. Even with many
distinguished accomplishments under his belt, Baker stayed
modest and recognized, “My most cherished memories from
high school are the ones I shared with friends.”
As he continues into a new chapter in his life, Baker offered
some sagacious advice from John Quincy Adams. “If your
actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more, and
become more, you are a leader.” With this quote in mind, Baker
emphasized, “If you take time to think about the consequences
of your actions, people will find it easier to look up to you. Make
your own decisions rather than giving in to peer pressure, and if
you work hard, it will pay off in the long run.”

...and the rest of the Class
American River College
Auburn University
Ball State University
Bellarmine University
Bowdoin College
Bowling Green State University
Briar Cliff University
Butler University
Columbia College Chicago
Furman University
Hanover College
Hope College
Indiana State University
Indiana Tech

of 2014 is off to…..

Indiana University
IPFW
IUPUI
Ivy Tech
Kentucky Wesleyan College
Lourdes University
Manchester University
Oakland University
Oakland City University
Olivet University
Pontifical College Josephinum
Purdue University
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology
St. Joseph’s College

The Class of 2014 has received offers of over $5 million
in scholarships from the colleges to which they applied!

St. Mary’s College
St. Petersburg College
Southern Oregon University
Taylor University
Trine University
University of Cincinnati
University of Northwestern Ohio
University of Saint Francis
Walsh University
Wittenberg University
Xavier University
United State Air Force & Air Force ROTC
Workforce
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The Class of 2014 Meritorious Awards
Allen County Non-Public School Distinguished Student Award……………...........Dominic Frecker, Claire Stuerzenberger
Carson Scholar ......................................................................................................................................... …..Mark Hellinger
Central Catholic Alumni Association Award ............................................................................................. Vanessa Vazquez
Comcast Leaders and Achievers Scholar...............................................................................................Adelaide Reimbold
DAR Good Citizenship Award ........................................................................................................................ Mark Hellinger
Franciscan Spirit Award ................................................................................................................................ Brittney Teders
Ideal Student Award ....................................................................................................................................... Mark Hellinger
Indianapolis Star Academic All Star ............................................................................................................ Nathan Grabner
Knight of the Renaissance Award .......................................................................................... Logan Gillie, Geoffrey Justice
National Merit Commended Scholars .............................................................. Nathan Grabner, Quinn Cook, Samuel Stein
National Achievement Award Finalist .................................................................................................. Quenton (Riley) Bubb
National Honor Society Award ....................................................................................... Mark Hellinger, Adelaide Reimbold
Serra Club Award .......................................................................................................... Wesley Hutson, Vanessa Vazquez
Sertoma Award ........................................................................................................................................ Adelaide Reimbold
Student Rotarian.......................................................................................................................................... Nicholas Steffen
U.S. Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) Award .................................................................. Nicholas Steffen
U.S. Army Reserve Scholar/Athlete Award ............................................................................ Madeline Brown, Quinn Cook
U.S. Marine Corps. Distinguished Athlete Award........................................................................................Nicholas Morken
U.S. Marine Corps. Scholastic Excellence Award.................................................................................Brandon Volmerding

LUERS SCHOLARS • These seniors earned High Honors every quarter for four years!!
Adam Baker

Darby McFann

Adelaide Reimbold

Jessica Franke

MacKenzie North

Nathan Grabner

Taylor Puitz

Nicholas Steffen
Brandon Volmerding

Mark Hellinger

Megan Quigley

“A Knight of Farewell and Fun”
The Alumni Board of Bishop Luers High School
invites you, THE CLASS OF 2014, and your
classmates to attend
The Knight of Farewell and Fun!
Wednesday, August 6
Bishop Luers Courtyard
6:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Corn hole tournament
starts at 7:00 P.M.
FREE pizza and soda!
Enter through the cafeteria door and walk
down to the courtyard.
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Eileen Brodmerkel, class of 1967, Retiring After 25 Years
By Adam, 2014 and Megan Baker, 2016

A beloved teacher to every student who braved through her classes, Mrs. Eileen
Brodmerkel is retiring after twenty-five years of service to Bishop Luers. With her quickwitted humor, keen eye for talent, and deep faith in God, Mrs. Brodmerkel was an
inspiration to many.
Brodmerkel graduated from Bishop Luers in 1967 before attending Indiana University
in Bloomington to become a high school English teacher. “I wanted to make sure that
classic literature stayed a part of our culture. I also realized early on how important good
writing skills are to any career,” she shared, adding, “I simply loved the class myself, and I
think you have to love a subject to teach it.”
Before teaching at Luers, Brodmerkel worked as a waitress “all the way through
college.” Other jobs included serving at a juvenile court in Madison, Wisconsin, and as a
journalist in South Texas. An avid reader of short stories, Brodmerkel recommends “Nine
Stories” by J.D. Salinger, noting, “Several of them are stunningly insightful and beautiful.”
Throughout her time at Luers, Brodmerkel was proud to have started the school
newspaper, The Knight Times, as well as the school’s first creative writing class. She
revealed, “I have honestly loved this job in all of its aspects. However, my favorite part
has been getting to know my students through their writing. They reveal parts of their
personalities not always seen—for example, my two interviewers have shown such subtle
humor through theirs.”
As an English teacher, Mrs. Brodmerkel always insisted that her freshman students memorize the Bishop Luers fight song. Through
her vocab tests, Shakespeare lessons, and creative composition projects, her students over the years came to appreciate her wit and
strong personality. This relationship carried over to her coaching of the English Academic Super Bowl (ASB) team when it advanced to
the state competition, which she called a “satisfying accomplishment.”
Before beginning her well-deserved retirement, Mrs. Brodmerkel offered some advice to her students: “Study hard so no doors close
before you know what your plans are.” Making another wise observation, she stressed, “Stay close to God and your families—then worry
about your friends.”

“Run with the KNIGHTS” 5K

SHIRT SPONSORS
Coney Island
Country Court Estates, Inc.
Dennis Rorick, ‘66
DePuy
Fort Wayne Komets
Fort Wayne Outfitters and Bike Depot
Fort Wayne Cardiology
Indiana Tech
OMSA, Mike Stronczek, ‘79
Stifel Investment Services
Subway
Trophy Center Plus
Wings, Etc.
Yoder Rahrig Family Dentistry,
Jerry Rahrig, ‘81

EVENT SPONSORS
Gordon Food Service
Waynedale Bakery
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Alumni Spotlights

THANKS, FATHER FLO!

I have always considered myself
very lucky to have attended Bishop
en
athle
K
Luers. It has influenced my life for the
d
an
nge
Ray tonehe
better in so many ways. One of the
S
t
a
most important is the love of lifelong
learning.
I can remember the exact moment
when the light bulb went on. I was
daydreaming in my usual spot in the
back row of Father Florentine’s English
class. He was reading “On First Looking
into Chapman’s Homer,” a sonnet
written by John Keats. When Father
Florentine got to the last couple of lines,
which compare the poet’s reaction to
reading Chapman’s translation of Homer
with the wonder experienced by the first
Europeans to gaze out over the Pacific,
“silent, upon a peak in Darien”, he
bumped his forehead with the palm of his hand and said,
“Beautiful! Beautiful!”
I agreed and was hooked. I was an English major in college,
and even though I later became a business man and a lawyer,
my love of learning persisted. One way this love manifested itself
was travel. Over the years my wife, Kathleen, and I have visited
over 70 countries. Most of our travels have been study tours.
I’ve had some exciting experiences, like running with the bulls in
Pamplona or coming face to face with a wounded lion in the
Serengeti. I’ve also had some quiet, contemplative moments, like
watching the sun come up from atop a temple at Tikal or Pagan.
We just got back from our latest study trip. We spent the
month of May with a couple of archaeologists learning about the
megaliths of Brittany, France, the Salisbury Plain of England and

By Ray Kulla, class of 1964

Sardinia, Italy. “Megaliths” literally
mean large stones. Neolithic
farmers used them to build
monuments long ago. These
monuments are fascinating. They
are very old. The oldest go back
almost 7,000 years, or 2,000
years before the pyramids. There
are lots of them. One field in
Brittany contains 3,000 standing
stones. There are 50,000
megaliths in Britain, Ireland and
France combined. They can be
huge. The largest standing stone
in the world, Le Grand Menhir
Brise was almost 70 feet tall and
weighed 350 tons. They are
mysterious. No one can fully
explain why shortly after farming
arrived in Europe, men began to build huge stone monuments in
such profusion. While much is still unknown about these
structures, we have gleaned enough to understand that these
ancient people faced issues of wealth inequality, immigration,
long distance trade and climate change.
We had a lot of great experiences on our trip. The best was
probably watching the sunset while standing among the ruins of
Stonehenge. The place was closed. It was just us, the ruins, the
lush English countryside and sunset. Beautiful! Beautiful! (See
picture) A trip like ours really brings home what an interesting
world we live in. There is so much to see, so much to do, so
much to learn. We’ll start chipping away with our next trip. Thank
you Father Florentine, rest in peace good friend.

Nick Abbott, class of 2010,

graduates as “Professor” Harold Hill
Nick Abbott capped off his senior year with Ball State
University’s Department of Theatre & Dance with a leading role
as Professor Harold Hill in the season’s main-stage musical, “The
Music Man.” Abbott will head to New York City this summer to
continue his career in Musical Theatre, with a goal of performing
on Broadway. “I am also very interested in the behind-the-scenes
work of producing or directing, but however it pans out, I know
that theatre is the right field for me.”
During his years at Bishop Luers High School, Nick was
involved in show choir, Chamber Ensemble, and, naturally, all of
the musical productions. He credits this experience with
furthering his love of the theatre, but also in giving him a good
perspective on his new career. “Sometimes I was cast in roles I
didn’t initially think I was right for, but the challenge helped make
me a more well-rounded performer…and in the end, these
became some of my favorite performances.” Nick will be taking that attitude into professional auditions with him as he tries to break
into a tough business. “God has always had a plan for me…usually better than the one I thought up myself. I just need to keep that in
mind. ”
During his time at Ball State, Nick was involved in seven main-stage musicals, both as a main character and as a chorus
member. In addition to completing the core curriculum required of all Ball State students, Abbott took acting, music, and dance classes
intended to create the “triple threat” performer needed for Broadway success. “Even though I did what seemed like a million hours of
dancing in show choir, I did not have any traditional dance training before college and that was a challenge for me. I was cast as a
chorus member in “42nd Street” so I could practice my tapping!”
Abbott is thankful for the excellent training and support for the arts at Bishop Luers, and points out that several of his high school
friends are currently working as actors or singers, studying various areas of the performance arts, and theatre education. “Kayley
Hinen (class of 2010) and I may even end up sharing an apartment this fall. It will be great to have a friendly face waiting for me in the
Big Apple.”
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2014 Reunions a time to reunite with friends..
1964 -

50th reunion weekend planned for October 3, 4, and 5,
2014. The weekend begins at Bishop Luers for the Homecoming
celebration. Saturday will include golf in the morning, a bus tour in
the afternoon and Mass at 4:30 p.m. at St. John’s Fort Wayne with
Fr. Bill Sullivan. The reunion party will be held at 7 p.m. at the
FWCC; the cost is $50/person. Finally a breakfast is being planned
for Sunday morning. The class contact is Kathy Kearns,
260-637-6540 or kathleenk63@comcast.net.

1974 - 40th reunion is planned for October 11, 2014, at Deer Park

Irish Pub on Leesburg Road at 7 p.m. Contact persons are Matt
Kelly at 426-1843, Ed Henline 483-0751 or Mary Beth Mungovan at
456-6977.

1979 - 35th reunion is planned for Saturday, September 13, 2014,

at Deer Park Irish Pub. The cost is $5.00 with beer, wine and soft
drinks available to purchase. Get into the Luers Spirit at the home
football game on Friday, September 12 and tailgate with your
classmates before the game. Visit our Bishop Luers Class of 1979
Reunion page on Facebook or contact Patty (Rahrig) Sexton at
davesexton@comcast.net or (317) 750-5709 if you are interested in
helping. Hope to see you there!

1984 - 30th reunion is planned for Saturday, October 4 at Bishop
Luers. The contact person is Joe Strack, jbstrack@frontier.com or
433-8995. If you have recently moved, please email Joe your
updated information.

1994 - 20th reunion is planned for Friday night, November 28,
2014. The contact persons are Casey Kobi at
casey.kobi@barclays.com or Zac Brough at zbrough@safetywear.com. Visit “Bishop Luers High School - Class of 1994”.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/288304028014851/ for more
information.

2004 - 10th reunion.

The contact person is Brittany Rehrer at
bnrehrer@gmail.com. More information coming soon.

1969 - 45th 1989 - 25th
1999 - 15th 2009 - 5th
The classes listed above do not have class representatives to
plan their reunions. If you are interested in helping to organize
your reunion, please contact the Alumni Office at 260-456-1261
x 3039. We are happy to print missing classmates in this
publication as space permits.

Bishop Luers High School
HOMECOMING
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3!

Bishop Luers High School class of 1964
joined us for the “Golden Knight Ceremony”
On May 23 the class of ‘64 returned to Bishop Luers to
celebrate the 50 years that have passed since they walked across
the stage at their graduation! This year 15 classmates came back
to enjoy a wine and cheese reception, tours of Luers, photos and
friendship. They were presented with gold sashes, alumni buttons
and a Golden Knight Lapel pin. It was another special occasion
sharing memories with the class of ‘64 while celebrating the
success of our current seniors. Please accept our apology for
omitting Barbara Klingenberger Stebing’s name in the graduation
program.
Pictured above: front row, Sherry (Springel) Firestone, Kathleen
Kearns, and Steven Diem. Second row: Kay Kulleck, and Rose Marie
(Egts) Hines, third row, Susie (Shive) Basta, Elizabeth (Adams)
Merkler, and Susan (Hoffman) Thompson. Fourth row: Robert
Palevich, Fr. Bill Sullivan, and John Arnold. Fifth row: Bill Smeltzley,
Jim Dougherty, Steve Gildea and Paul Kibbat.
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3
4:30pm

Mass, celebrated by Father Bill Sullivan in the gymnasium

Distinguished Knight Award Ceremony during the Mass (form below)

5:30pm Tailgate Dinner, front lawn of the friary
7:00pm Varsity Football game vs. Northside
Following the game..... Adult bonfire and the band
Band sponsored by

Bishop Luers High School Distinguished Knight Award
Nominations are now being accepted for the
Distinguished Knight Awards. We will honor both an
Outstanding Alumnus(a) and an Outstanding Honorary
Alumnus(a) at the end of Mass at Homecoming on October 3,
2014 at Bishop Luers High School.

Outstanding Honorary Alumnus(a)

Outstanding Alumnus(a)
This award honors a graduate who has contributed outstanding
and distinguished service to his or her chosen profession and
community. This individual lives out the mission of Bishop Luers
High School in his or her everyday life and contributes outstanding
dedication, support and service to Bishop Luers. The outstanding
alumnus(a) also demonstrates an ongoing commitment to the
Catholic Church and its principles. Alumni nominees must be at
least five years from graduation from Bishop Luers. Staff alumni
nominees must have served Bishop Luers for at least three years.

This award is open to friends, faculty, former faculty, staff, and
benefactors who have lived out the spirit and mission of Bishop
Luers High School through leadership and action. This individual
will have contributed outstanding dedication, support and service
to Bishop Luers and to his or her community. He or she
demonstrates his or her commitment to the Catholic Church and its
principles. Staff nominees must have served Bishop Luers High
School for at least three years.
Selection process: The selection committee will consist of the
Directors of Alumni, the Director of Development, two alumni board
members, two faculty, the school principal or vice principal..

Name of person being nominated for DK ____________________________________________ Graduating class_____
Phone _________________ Cell phone _____________________ Email _____________________________________________
Address ______________________________________

Outstanding Alumnus(a) Award

Honorary Alumnus (a) Award

Reason for nominating i.e. involvement at Bishop Luers, church/community service, professional/personal contributions.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Nominator’s Name ________________________________ Phone _____________________

Email _______________________

Mail nomination form to: Bishop Luers High School - Alumni Office 333. East Paulding Road • Fort Wayne, IN 46816 or email form to:
mhire@bishopluers.org. Questions: 260-456-1261x 3040 Application deadline: Friday, September 19, 2014

Distinguished Knight recipients will be recognized at Homecoming Mass on Friday, October 3, 2014
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Bishop Luers Development Department
Dear Alumni, Parents and Friends of Bishop Luers High School,
Each of us is blessed with many gifts from God. How are we using these gifts to
glorify God? It is in using these gifts that we give back to God. In our Development
Office, at Bishop Luers, we are blessed to witness many individuals and groups so
willing to share their gifts from God to support our school, our students and our
staff.
During the course of the last twelve months, the class of 1973 with the leadership of
Rick Bail and Karen Young worked with their classmates to raise over $25,000 for a
mobile lab and a new digital arts program, the Class of 1963 led by Jim Saul raised
the funds to purchase new red and black railings for the permanent bleachers in
the gym, and many of you made generous donations to the $55,000 SGO goal that
was mandated by the diocese. The tuition assistance auction at LuersKnight raised
$181,000 and the annual fund is ready to exceed the $100,000 mark!
As we continue our development work for Bishop Luers High School, we recognize
that we couldn’t do what we do without our alumni, friends and families of Bishop
Luers. As we work within our 5.2 million dollar budget, we are eternally grateful for
your generous support. It is because of you, sharing your gifts, that we are able to
help so many students financially, purchase new desks, computers, learning
resources and provide a Catholic environment. You help us to continue
serving the community by providing an unwavering Catholic education. Thank you.
Each year we are given the opportunity to visit with our alumni as you return to
Bishop Luers for various events. Last fall Nathan Hoeffel, class of 2009, shared his
unique design talents at the LuersKnight Ladies Luncheon. At the end of
September, many of you returned for Homecoming. It was a wonderful day with
Mass, the football game and the band Greta Speaks which was generously
sponsored by 1st Source Bank. In January, at Winter Homecoming, we were
entertained by the performance of past alumni dancers as they joined the current
Luers Dance team and performed at the half time of the boys varsity basketball
game. To finish the year off we greeted the class of 1964 as they returned to
Bishop Luers High School for the Golden Knight celebration.
Thank you for sharing your gifts, your time, and your love of Bishop Luers High
School.
Sincerely,
Kathy Skelly, Melissa Hire, ‘84
Sarah Shank and Lona Pritchard
You are the light of the world....your light must shine before others, that they may see
your good deed and glorify your heavenly Father. Matthew 5:14-16

Bishop John Michael D’Arcy Memorial Scholarship Fund
GOAL

ENDOWMENT

Bishop John Michael D’Arcy loved Bishop Luers High School and enjoyed spending
time with our students. Following his death in the spring of 2013, a memorial
scholarship fund for students at Bishop Luers was established. A $500 scholarship will
be awarded each year. To date there is $2,365 in the memorial scholarship. To
continue this scholarship for years to come we would like to put the John Michael
D’Arcy Memorial Scholarship into an endowment. $10,000 is needed to open the
endowment fund.
By supporting this fund you will be offering our students financial assistance to attend
Bishop Luers where they have the opportunity to follow the faithful example of Bishop
D’Arcy. Help us to keep his memory alive by sending your donation to Bishop Luers
High School, Development Office, 333 East Paulding Road, Ft. Wayne, IN 46807.
Thank you.

2013-2014
Annual Fund
Donations
by Class Year
Year

#

1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2008
2009
2011
2012

16
10
13
12
16
22
17
15
15
15
16
10
22
13
14
14
11
11
10
14
10
8
12
3
6
2
4
4
1
7
5
7
8
2
1
1
2
4
3
2
2
7
2
3
4
2
3
1
1

Amount
$2310
$1070
$1923
$1487
$2485
$2990
$1633
$1275
$1284
$6570
$3305
$608
$1355
$2425
$13,415
$3450
$3875
$5171
$910
$1750
$1450
$950
$1075
$325
$500
$200
$300
$300
$750
$480
$450
$950
$740
$300
$10
$200
$2100
$500
$240
$340
$200
$1095
$150
$100
$400
$50
$420
$25
$50

On behalf of Bishop Luers,
Thank you
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Vanessa Vazquez, class of 2014, Central Catholic Award Recipient
The following essay
love for the Eucharist. During
was the Central Catholic
the time of consecration, an
award winner submitted by
astonishing feeling of warmth
Vanessa Vazquez.
and love dominates,
Coming from a
becoming a mystical and
Catholic family, my faith and
indescribable moment. Those
Catholic education have
unique and beautiful
always been an importance in
moments are engraved in my
my life. My parents have
heart forever.
always strived to give me the
Next year I plan on
best they can possibly give
attending the University of
me. I am very thankful for all
Saint Francis and majoring in
the sacrifices they have made
theology. Once I receive my
for me to be able to attend a
bachelors degree, I plan on
Catholic school. Throughout
teaching in a Catholic school.
my years at Bishop Luers I
I look forward to working with
L to R: Mary Lou Thieme Morris, Patti Hartman-Hoeppner,
have gained many friends along
the Hispanic community and of
Vanessa Vazquez, Leanne Oddou Mensing, and Martin Tierney.
the way that I now consider my
course the youth. One of my
family. Unity throughout our
main goals in life is to continue
community is promoted every single
importance, loving and caring for every
sharing my faith with those in need. I desire
day. Growing together in faith while
student matters most. They have always
to lead others to Christ not by my words
learning is one of the main reasons I love
been there for me and have given me
but by my actions and love. I want to be
my school. I enjoy being able to embrace
advice.
able to share God’s love with the poor and
my beliefs and profess them on a daily
It has been a privilege to help
marginalized. There is no greater way to
basis, not having to fear what others might initiate the Shining Knights prayer club. I
lead others to Christ than to love as Christ
say.
never imagined myself initiating such a
loved.
From the very beginning of my
group but God works in mysterious ways. I
I remember the words of Jesus
freshman year, I sought to further my
have learned a lot from everyone and also in Matthew 5:14, "You are the light the
knowledge. Now my understanding of the
the students have helped me become
world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;”
relevance of the faith, the questions about
stronger in character and faith. When facing I will go and share God's love and mercy.
truth, and the meaning of life are greater.
tribulations, I turn to my faith to make right
One day I hope to give back to religious
Hence, when situations arrive I am able to
decisions. Through putting my beliefs into
education by teaching. There are no words
adequately defend my faith. Being
action, I have been able to make a positive that can describe how thankful I am for
educated on the fundamentals of the faith difference in my life
being part of such an amazing Catholic
and the rich history of the Church has
One of the greatest gifts granted to school. For now, I am open to God's calling
granted me the opportunity to volunteer as me at Luers was to be able to participate in and will, and I am prepared for whatever He
a catechist. My teachers have always
Holy Mass as a whole school. An outcome sends my way.
demonstrated though grades are of
of Mass at school has been my immense

2014 Bail Scholarship Recipients
Audrey Deiser, ‘15 and Joseph Lewis, ‘15.
The Philip G. Bail, Sr. and
Katherine D. Bail
Ambassador scholarships
are awarded to a male
and female junior student
who possess exuberant,
inclusive personalities,
outstanding moral
character, have
demonstrated leadership
in extracurricular activities
(at Bishop Luers and/or in
the greater Fort Wayne
community) and who best
exemplify demonstrated
excellence in academic
performance, intellectual
curiosity and academic
inquisitiveness. These
scholarships have been made possible by Rick Bail, class of ‘73, in
honor of his parents, Philip and Katherine Bail.
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Handrails Installed

Several people were involved in the installation of the
handrails! Thank you, Jim Saul, John Landgraf, Tom
Humbrecht (all class of ‘63), Bill Sliger, ‘75, Joe Colvin,
Central Catholic ‘52 and our head of Maintenance, Mark
Jones. Thank you to the CLASS OF 1963 for making the
project happen! Your generosity is appreciated.

Alumni KNIGHT NEWS and notes
Class of 1967

Class of 2003

Trooper Mitchel Hazelett, a 3 ½ year

Kentucky State Police veteran, was honored
as the Post 5 Trooper of the Year. Mitch
graduated from the University of the Pacific.

Class of 2005

Alex T. Krouse, associate at Krieg
DeVault LLP and 2009 graduate of DePauw
University, is the co-author of The
Compliance Officer's Handbook (Third Edition). Alex was a history
major at DePauw; he is a member of the Krieg DeVault's Health
Care and Business Practice Groups. He concentrates his practice
on corporate, transactional, and regulatory issues affecting a wide
range of business and healthcare clients, including health systems,
hospitals, and healthcare providers.
From left to right are Tom Shank, ‘67, Frank Celarek, ‘66,
Kevin Celarek, ‘67, Jim Celarek, ‘79, and Steve Smith, ‘67.

Laura Booker moved to Daytona Beach, Florida in June 2013

after accepting a position as the Assistant Women’s Volleyball
Coach at Daytona State College. Laura is fortunate to have the
opportunity to work alongside her former collegiate coach, Laura
(Douglas) Stegall, who recruited her out of Bishop Luers when
launching the volleyball program at Indiana Tech in 2005.
Daytona State Volleyball competed in its inaugural season in fall
2013, finishing with a record of 22-14. The team fought hard
against the top teams in the state and had notable wins against
nationally-ranked teams. With an entire roster of freshmen in 2013
and a solid 2014 recruiting class, the future looks bright for the
Falcons as they consider the 2014 season. Laura is getting
married to her college sweetheart, Joshua Anderson of Lowell,
Michigan, in Fort Wayne in July 2014.

Kevin Celarek received the 2014 Public Administrator of the
Year Award for Career Achievement. This award is presented by
the Greater Cincinnati Chapter of the American Society for Public
Administration and is given to the administrator who has displayed
leadership and progress over many years of service.
Kevin is currently the Township Administrator for Green
Township. Green Township is a 28 square mile community (like a
city) with 58,370 people and is located on the edge of the city of
Cincinnati, Ohio. He has been the Chief Administrative Officer for
over 12 years and is responsible for 175 employees.
Kevin has been in City & Township administration for over 28 years
Class of 2007
and is also the Chair of the Cincinnati Area Managers’ Association,
Molly Schall and Nathan Colgazier were married on July 27,
which is a professional association of city managers, city
2013.
administrators and township administrators.

Class of 1988

Janet Libbing Prendergast was inducted into St. Mary’s
College Hall of Fame in May 2014. Libbing, a three-sport athlete in
soccer, basketball, and softball, was captain of both basketball and
softball teams, named Most Valuable Player for the 1990-1991
basketball and softball seasons, recognized as the Saint Mary’s
athlete of the Year in 1991 and then was honored with the Saint
Mary’s Director’s Award for Service, Leadership, Excellence in
1992 - the two highest awards given within the Athletic Department
at that time.

Class of 1999

Dr. Dominic Letizia graduated from the University of
Indianapolis with a PhD in Psychology. He has accepted a position
at the Veteran’s Administration Hospital in Danville, IL working with
homeless veterans suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder.
Thomas Hammock is coaching the running backs for the

Class of 2008

Kevin Kiermaier continues to excel in his baseball career with
the Tampa Bay Rays! He has played in 10 games this season for
Tampa Bay and got his
second major league
home run with an insidethe-park homer against
Boston.

Class of 2009

Cody Miller and Max
Doak are currently living

in Colorado Springs, CO.
Cody is a Second
Lieutenant in the Army at
Fort Carson. He was deployed to Afghanistan on March 7 for nine
months. Max is a Cadet at the Air Force
Academy.

Baltimore Ravens.

Class of 2002

Matt Millhouse has accepted a position as the defensive back
coach with the University of Saint Francis. Matt served for six
years as the defensive coordinator at Bishop Luers.

Sean and Kristin (Schieber) Day,
2010, were married on May 17, 2014 at

St. Mary’s in Huntington, IN.
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Class of 2010

Hannah Schindler,
Evan
Stuerzenberger and
Kris Andorfer are
members of the Jazz
ensemble at Indiana
Purdue - Fort Wayne.
They were at Bishop
Luers in March to
perform for our
Chamber Ensemble
class.

Class of 2011

Baylee Peppler - Figel performed
at the American College Dance
Festival in Chicago, IL this past
March. Recently, she has received
dance scholarships for two intensive
programs in Detroit, MI and in St.
Louis, MO. Baylee will be a senior
dance major at Ball State University
this fall. In December, she will
perform in Ball State’s production of
“The Nutcracker.”

Michael Welling was

UPCOMING EVENTS
2014 - 2015

awarded the Charles O.
McGaughey Leadership Award
for Purdue this semester for
outstanding campus leadership.
Michael graduated with a
Bachelor of Science in
Computer Engineering on May
18. After a three-week
backpacking trip in Europe with
Matt Deininger, ‘10 he will start
working with BidPal as part of
the Governor Bob Orr
Entrepreneurship Fellowship. As
part of this program, Michael will
be working as a computer
engineer for a high tech startup while networking and learning the
fundamentals of successful entrepreneurship.

Class of 2012

Brooke Ridley was a starting forward for the University of
St. Francis’s women’s basketball team. In March USF won their
first National Championship! Brooke was named to the 1st team
All-Conference for the Summit League and named 1st Team
All-American in the NAIA for the 2013-2014 season.

Class of 2013

Elle Hey received the Outstanding Freshman Award in the 38th
Annual SOCA Student Awards from the University of Saint Francis
School of Creative Arts.
***** If you have moved, have information to share with other Bishop
Luers alumni or would like to help organize your reunion, please
contact us in the Development Office. 456-1261 x 3040.
Thank you, Melissa Hire, ‘84, and Sarah Shank

July 2014
31 Records Day

3 Homecoming
19 Ladies Luncheon

August

November
8 Euchre Knight
12 Open House
23 Turkey Trot

6 Knight of Farewell
and Fun for 2014 graduates
6:30 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.

September
3 Back-to-School Night
6 Annual Golf Outing
17 Grandparents’ Day
October
3 Walk-a-thon

February
6 Winter Homecoming and Casa Knight
20 Trivia Knight
March

6-7 Show Choir Invitational

April

December
5-7 Christmas Play

16 LuersKnight Preview
17 LuersKnight

January 2015

May
9 5K Run/Walk at Foster Park at 9:00 a.m.
29 Baccalaureate/Graduation

11 Cabaret Knight
28 Mass with Bishop Rhoades

2014 Golf Outing Registration • Join us on Saturday, September 6 • Brookwood • 1:00pm
Your name __________________________ Address _____________________ Phone ___________Email__________________ Class_____
Team member names:

(Alumni of BLHS)

1.

________________________ Address __________________________ Phone ___________Email ___________________Class_____

2.

________________________ Address __________________________ Phone ___________Email ___________________Class_____

3.

________________________ Address __________________________ Phone ___________Email ___________________Class_____
If you don’t have a foursome, we are happy to pair you.

______ Sponsor a hole for $150. Please attach a business card and a PDF of your company logo.
$75/person ______ $35 SuperTicket ________ $150 sponsor _______ Total amt. enclosed: $_________

Checks need to be made payable to: BLHS Golf Outing • Questions? Contact: Melissa Hire at mhire@bishopluers.org or Sarah Shank
at sshank@bishopluers.org (260) 456-1261 x 3040 The registration form is also on our website www.bishopluers.org
Mail by September 1, 2014 to: Bishop Luers Alumni Department • 333 E. Paulding Road • Ft. Wayne, IN • 46816
More information on the back cover or on Bishop Luers website
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Thank you to our Corporate Sponsors!
Chris and Heather Griffith
Connolly’s Do It Best
DePuy Fort Wayne
D.O. McComb and Sons
Dr. Daniel Gabrek/ Dr. Gerald Rahrig
Hall’s Restaurants
Hoch Associates
Kelley Automotive Group
Klinger Family Dentistry
Midwest Pipe and Steel
OMSA/ Dr. Mike Stronczek
Orthopedics Northeast/ Dr. John Pritchard
Rob and Jill Forte/ Children’s Autism Center
Shawnee Construction and Engineering
Summit Consultants

Congratulations to the LuersKnight
Raffle Ticket Winners!!
The Scheible Family
$5,000
Bob Hinty
$3,000
Kim and Steve Tippmann $1,000
Frank Zirille
$1,000
Thank you to our alumni, grandparents, students, staff and
faculty volunteers. You are all appreciated.

LuersKnight raised over $250,000 this year!
Thank you to all that attended and donated to
LuersKnight. Your efforts assisted in making this a
spectacular year.

$183,013 was raised in the
Tuition Assistance Auction
Thank you to our hard working parent volunteers who made
this year’s LuersKnight a tremendous success.
A special thanks to the committee members, Kelly Beasley,
Angie Brown, Christine Fabina, Rosie Jackson, Margie
Pfister, Julie Hill, Sara Hoeffel, Jennie Klinger, Judi
Mathieson, Lisa Palmer, Sarah Rahrig, Beth and Mike
Savieo, Trish Scheible, Susan Schenkel, Jenny Paris,
Debbie Stoffel, Mindy Thoma and Trisha Vankoski.

Thank you for your support of Bishop Luers High School.
With utmost gratitude,
Lona Pritchard, LuersKnight Chair 2014

Anna Stachofsky, student guest speaker at LuersKnight

Save the date for LuersKnight
April 17, 2015

.........”The voucher that I had received only paid for a part of my tuition. Money was still a
bit of a challenge when it came to paying for school. It was because of the donations from
Luers families that I have been able to continue my enrollment here for 3 years. The
donations you all so generously give to students like me not only help a family rest a little
easier at night, they give a child a brighter future. As a member of the show choir and
being involved in various productions on the stage, I have been given outstanding
opportunities.....
..........The teachers here do not just teach. To them we are not just students. Here at
Luers I am constantly surrounded by people who want nothing more than to watch me
grow in Christ and to succeed, and they are willing to sacrifice their time, talent, and
treasure so that I may have a shot at being somebody who will help build the kingdom of
God.
..........But I would not be here, receiving such development in my skills and spirituality, if it
had not been for your donations. From the bottom of my heart, I thank you for continuing
to support this community.”
These are short excerpts from Anna’s speech. To read her entire speech, visit our
website
BLHS KNIGHT NEWS PAGE 13
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT LUERS!

TOP 10 SENIORS BY MATTHEW GIGLI, SCHOOL

NEWSPAPER STAFF REPORTER

Mark Hellinger

“My biggest inspiration is Pope Benedict XVI. His humility and
intellect inspire me on a daily basis.” Mark has always put God first
in his life, and that is why he plans on attending The Pontifical
College Josephinum to study Philosophy. Mark would love to visit
Rome, London, and the Holy Land. If you asked Mark what clubs
he is not involved in, the list would be short. He has been involved
in a total of 20 sports and clubs in his four years. This year was
Mark’s second as the co-editor of the Knight Times, and the
yearbook staff here is saddened to see him go. His great humor
and positive attitude will definitely be missed next year. We look
forward to whatever God has planned for him in the years to come.

Megan Quigley (daughter of alumna, Mary Compton
Quigley, ‘81)

“I can’t remember facts, so history has always been hard for
me.” Megan explained how much hard work it took to secure her
spot in the top 10, “Up to nine hours, including the time I get
distracted, was put in every night for homework and tests.” Megan
also said that her biggest struggle she has battled would be her
daily procrastination. When Megan needs some fun in her life, she
enjoys watching her favorite movie White Christmas and listening
to her favorite song, “Rainbow Connection.” Megan plans on
attending Purdue University and studying Food Science.

Madeline Brown

Brandon Volmerding (son of alumna, Misty Savieo

Volmerding, ‘89)

Getting plenty of rest is definitely a high priority for top ten
senior Brandon Volmerding. “My personal superstition was that I
had to take a nap in between school and the football game in order
to play well.” Sticking with the same theme for his most wanted
superpower, Brandon said, “Teleportation, I could wake up at 7:30,
take a shower, and be at school by 7:45.” Even though English was
Brandon’s least favorite subject, his favorite teacher comes from
the English department. “Mrs. Shifley was my favorite teacher; her

class was very fun, and her laugh is contagious.” Brandon plans
on attending Rose-Hulman College and studying either Chemical

or Electrical Engineering.

Nicholas Steffen (son of alumna, Tess Weber Steffen, ‘79)

Nicholas Steffen may come off as a little bit of a daredevil. “If I
could travel anywhere, I would go to Germany, so I could speed
down the Autobahn.” Nicholas has been very involved in the
theater department; he has taken part in show choir, plays, and
musicals. When asked what celebrity he would want to spend a
day with, Nicholas picked the lead actress of his favorite movie. “I
would hang out with Jennifer Lawrence, and we would watch
Hunger Games.” Nicholas also loves to play video games and hang
out with friends on the weekends. He plans on attending Purdue
University and studying Aeronautical Engineering.

Taylor Puitz

“If I could travel anywhere I would eat my way through Italy.”
Top ten senior Madeline Brown plans on attending Purdue
University to study Pharmacy. Madeline enjoys the comedy show
Big Bang Theory and her favorite song is “Drops of Jupiter” by
Train. Madeline has played tennis all four years at Luers, and she
has one superstition regarding the team. “Jessie Franke and I had
to have matching headbands for tennis; otherwise, one of us will
lose!” Madeline’s favorite teacher would have to be Señora
Marciano. “I spent two weeks in Spain with her (Marciano), and she
is very nice and helpful.”

Top ten graduate Taylor Puitz has made writing her passion. “I
started to enjoy writing back in sixth grade.” Taylor’s love for
writing comes from the author of her favorite book Harry Potter.
“J.K. Rowling is amazing; she has become famous without losing
touch with reality.” Taylor plans on attending Taylor University
and studying Professional Writing. When she needs to relax,
Taylor loves spending time with friends. She also enjoys some
alone time, “My bedroom is in the attic, so it is a great place to go if
I want to be alone and do my own thing.” Taylor is going to be
greatly missed here in the journalism department, and as a staff we
wish her the very best in the future.

Adelaide Reimbold

Jessica Golden (daughter of alumnus. Don Golden, ‘85)

Adelaide Reimbold has kept her family very close to her heart.
“My sister Madeline has been my biggest inspiration; she has
fought through so many injuries and she has not let it affect her
athletic career.” Adelaide had some rather busy weekends during
her high school career. “My favorite weekends in high school were
the ones where I either had Friday night basketball games or
Saturday evening soccer games.” Adelaide will be continuing her
basketball career at Kentucky Wesleyan College. As for
academics, she plans on studying Business. Adelaide is going to
be greatly missed in the Journalism department, due to her great
work as the editor of the newspaper this past year. As a staff, we
will be keeping a close eye in the local newspaper to see how her
freshman season is going.

Avid Chicago Blackhawks fan Jessica Golden loves to spend
her weekends going to random parties and meeting new people.
When asked what superpower she would like to have, Jessica
gave a rather tricky answer. “I wish I could shape shift, because if
you think about it, that is like having all superpowers in one. You
want to fly? Shape shift into a bird!” If Jessica is looking for a good
laugh, she enjoys the movie Beverly Hills Ninja. Jessica plans on
attending Butler University and studying Pre-Dental. She has
been very valuable to the Journalism staff due to her great work as
the editor of the yearbook this past year. The Journalism staff
wishes her the best of
luck in her collegiate

Mr. Scott Newman, Light of Learning Recipient!
Mr. Newman has been teaching at Bishop Luers High School for 9 years. He
teaches Band and Music Appreciation, and serves as moderator for the Ukulele Society.
Mr. Newman also teaches band classes at feeder schools for Bishop Luers. Scott writes,
“I was completely surprised to hear my name called as the recipient for The Light of
Learning Award. I am honored, and feel truly blessed to be recognized by this great
learning community.”
Scott also wanted to mention how wonderful it has been to experience the growth
and continuous development of all of the music students over the last nine years. “It is
inspiring to watch these dedicated students strive for excellence in the areas of the
performing arts, academia, and citizenship. There are amazing things happening at
Bishop Luers High School.”
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Retirements Lead to the End of an Era

By Madeline Kriesel and Madeline Shank,
school newspaper staff reporters

The end of the 2014 school year marks the end of an era; it
will be the end of Principal Mary Keefer’s administration. This final
year concludes Mrs. Keefer’s 18th year as principal. Mrs. Keefer
began her career in the school system at 21 years old, when she
was the youngest person on staff at Hoagland Elementary School,
teaching second grade for three
years. She went on to seventh and
eighth grade Language Arts at St.
John the Baptist School for 10
years. Mrs. Keefer then held the
position of Theology Department
chair at Luers, and then was
assistant principal at Bellmont High
School. She expressed her love of
working within schools, “As the
oldest of eight children, I feel like I
have been a teacher my entire life.
I enjoy all things about school:
paper, writing implements, books,
interactions, school tools, but the
students and laughing with them
[are my favorite things and] are
what I will miss the most.”
Mrs. Keefer shared, “I only
began to think about retiring a few
weeks before I announced it. I did
not dwell on the decision. I think
my husband and my children were
very surprised; I guess they thought I would do this work forever!
I have enjoyed every single minute, but it is time to allow
someone else to have this much fun!”
Reflecting on her 18 years of hard work, Mrs. Keefer shared
her favorite memories, proudest accomplishments, and the
situations she struggled with. “All of my favorite memories from
my time here involve the success of our students, both while they
are here and as alums. I am proud of maintaining high standards
spiritually and academically, increasing in diversity, working
toward a special education program, hiring good teachers, staff
members, and coaches, and having a good rapport with the
students. My biggest struggles included expelling students and
telling a parent, ‘This just isn’t working.”
While it is clear that Mrs. Keefer loved her time here as
principal, she looks forward to how she will spend her new found
free time. “My plans include teaching adults to read, reading to the
blind, reading thousands of books, going to the lake, and fishing,
quilting, knitting, crocheting, and being with my five grandchildren,
Anna, Sam, William, Nicholas, and Nora.”
Mrs. Keefer summed up her feelings about retiring. “My
retirement is definitely bittersweet, but as I leave, I take with me
the fondest memories. I take the assurance of a job well-done.
I take the knowledge that our school is an A school academically.
I take the knowledge that Jesus Christ has been alive and well in
our hallways. I take 17 State Championship medals, 7 State
runner-up medals, and an immense pride in our Drama
Department. Most of all, I will take with me the hearts of all our
young people.”
Whether cutting through it to make it to class on time, typing
up an assignment due next period, checking out a book you have
been forced to read for English class, or using it for its true
purpose and actually reading, every Luers student has found
themselves in the library at some point. And what is a library
without a librarian?
You might know her as the quiet lady who checks out your

books, or makes a copy for you. However, we know her as Mrs.
Anderson: the dedicated woman who has been working tirelessly
for the students for eighteen years. She not only kept our library
clean, welcoming, and modern, but she was also recently
awarded the Woman of the Year award from the American
Association of University Women.
Her biggest challenges throughout her time here have been
keeping books in the library updated, and selecting books for
students that she knows they will enjoy.
Mrs. Anderson did not do all this work
alone. She had wonderful help along
the way. “I have had some excellent
student helpers. They have been willing
to give help and support to keep the
library working well! Mrs. O’Brien’s help
has also been significant and I will miss
her very much,” Anderson said with a
smile on her face.
You might be wondering: what do
people do after they retire? How do
they go from spending over seven
hours a day in a library, to having freetime? Mrs. Anderson gave the perfect
answer, “I hope to travel, visit my
children and grandchildren, and catch
up on my reading!” To think, our very
own librarian is looking forward to more
reading!
You see her tirelessly setting up for
Mass, chatting with somber students in
her cozy office, and leading the peer
ministers. But there is more to our very own Mrs. Mathias. She is
our Campus Minister, a guide in our faith, and a counselor to
those in need.
“Throughout my 13 years here, my favorite part has been
watching the students grow into young men and women, seeing
them use their gifts and talents for the honor and glory of God!”
Mrs. Mathias expressed thoughtfully. She was always there for us
when we needed someone. She courageously took on the duty of
guiding the peer ministers in Mass set-up, in sharing their faith
with fellow students, and developing new ways to further the faith
at Bishop Luers.
She not only has trained many of us to become Servers,
Extraordinary Ministers, and Lectors, but has also worked closely
with Mrs. Krouse to create the Liturgical Choir, and has helped
oversee many plays and musicals. Her favorite memories include
having Bishop John M. D’Arcy as our school chaplain, working
with our outstanding principal Mrs. Keefer, and attending service
trips to War, West Virginia, and Knights of Faith weekend retreats.
As Mrs. Mathias begins her new life as a retired woman, she
already has her mind made up on how her time will be spent, “My
future plans include moving to Georgia with my husband to be
close to my two daughters, son, and two grandchildren. I know
that means I will be putting a lot of miles on my car. I will miss
Bishop Luers very much, and the Luers community will remain in
my prayers; God bless!” We could not have said it better
ourselves.
Whether she is offering up an intention for the soldiers in
Afghanistan, assigning an act in Romeo and Juliet, or walking
around Foster Park with Mrs. Krouse, the mind of Mrs.
Brodmerkel is never at rest. She incessantly brings joy to
students’ lives through her quick-witted humor, her lavish
vocabulary, and her remarkable grammar skills.
She recognized her proudest moments throughout her 25
years here, “My three proudest moments at Luers are starting the
Creative Writing class. It has given me a chance to know students
Continued on page 16
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in a unique and real way. I am also proud of starting The Knight
Times. Outside of the classroom, going to State with the ASB
English team finally in my ninth year of coaching was such a
satisfying accomplishment.”
Bishop Luers has not seen the last of Mrs. Brodmerkel though;
she intends to spend her retired days subbing for current and
future students. She also plans on spending more time with her
husband, her son and daughter, her sisters, and she will no longer
be suffering through the cold winter. She hopes to get away for at
least a month every winter, and encourages us all to visit!
All four of these women have greatly impacted not only the
lives of students but also the lives of staff and faculty around
them. Their memories here will be cherished, and the entire
Bishop Luers community wishes them the best and will keep them
in our prayers!

Mr. Mark Niemoeller also retired in December 2013
after 15 1/2 years of service to Bishop Luers.

Bishop Luers High School senior, Nathan
Grabner,
has been
selected as
one of 40
students in
the state as
an Indiana
Academic
All-Star. The

program is
sponsored by the Indiana Association of School Principals, in
partnership with Earlham College, Franklin College, Indiana
University, Marian University, and Purdue University. Nathan is a
National Merit Commended Student, FBLA Public Speaking State
Champion and State Runner-Up in Impromptu Speaking. He is
an Eagle Scout and during high school was involved in football,
swimming, tennis, wrestling, Academic Super Bowl, drama,
Student Council, FBLA, Lacrosse, and Big Brothers Big Sisters.
Nathan is the valedictorian of the Bishop Luers High School Class
of 2014. He is the son of Nancy and Roger Grabner. Each
winner may select one influential teacher to honor. Nathan
selected math teacher Diane Karst by stating, “…she has been
vital in my choice of engineering as a career choice. In the real
world, the methods to find mathematical answers are never spoon
fed. It is the same way in her class. In the four years I have been
as Luers, I have never seen her door closed. She is there not
only to help me, but all of her students.”

Bishop Luers High School welcomes new
Eagle Scouts to the Luers Family
Christian Ulman, 2016, is a member at St. Joseph Hessen
Cassel and the son of Dennis and Anne Ulman.
Nathan Grabner, 2014, is a member at St. John the Baptist
Church in Fort Wayne, and the son of Nancy and Roger Grabner.
These two young men joined other Bishop Luers Eagle Scouts:
Jason Draper, Mark Hellinger, Chris Heiny, Adam Baker, Dominic
Frecker, and Mathieu Helmick.
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National Honors Society Inductees

Bishop Luers National Honor Society would like to
congratulate the following inductees on their academic
standard of excellence, volunteerism, excellent record of
behavior in and out of school and their leadership roles in
Bishop Luers and throughout the Fort Wayne community:
Takyra Merritt, Madison Busch, David Johnson, Emily
Klepper, Dena Short, Emma Wolfe, Madeline Reimbold,
Carly Grabner, Alexander Steffen, Ethan Brown, Isabella
Case, Jordan Turpchinoff, Dana Baldus, Noah Johnson,
Michael Palmer, Augustus Serrani, Brock Raugh, Kaitlin
Emmett, Alexandra Broom, Josephine Burton, James
Slocum, Carolina Garcia, Grace Everett and Noah Meiser.

Serra Club Christian Leadership
Award Winners
Every year the Serra Club of Fort Wayne gives the Christian
Leadership Award to two members of the senior class at
Bishop Luers High School who have distinguished
themselves in areas of ministry and leadership. This year’s
winners were Vanessa Vazquez and Wesley Hutson.

Academic Super Bowl 2014
Bishop Luers Academic Super Bowl team earned “Top Ten
Overall Scorer Statewide” in Class 3. Congratulations to our
Social Studies State Champions and our Fine Arts third place
finish.

Asia Royal received
an honorable mention
for her coiled basket
“Hues of Money”.at
the 38th Annual High
School Student Art
Show at the University
of St. Francis. There
were 199 entries and
only the top 5%
received recognition.
Asia is pictured with
Bishop Luers art
instructor, Kris
Billingsley.

Catholic Faith in Action!

class outdoors so the students could fly their creations on a
beautiful spring day. This was a welcome project after a long
winter.
Karen Marciano, World Language Department Head, and
Billingsley collaborated to create a book featuring photographs of
the entire process. Mrs. Marciano will be presenting the book as a
gift when she and Bishop Luers students Kathryn Yagodinksi,
Brianna Burelison, Maddison Smith, Ryan Kennerk, Tyler
Huth, Noah Johnson, James Slocum, and Matthew Schmitz
visit Japan in July.

2014-2015 REGISTRATION
New student registrations are still being accepted. There is still
space in our incoming freshman class. There is no waiting list for
grades 10-12 at this time. New student applications are contingent
on the approval of our principal.
On Ash Wednesday, Bishop Rhoades made his pastoral visit to
Bishop Luers. During Holy Mass, he administered the sacrament
of Confirmation to six students: Cassidy Blackburn, Zac
Blackburn, Shayna Coy, Shelby Gillenwater, Samantha Falk, and
Luis Munoz. Cassidy and Zac also received First Holy Communion.
The Theology Department at Bishop Luers is committed to forming
the minds and hearts of our young people according to the
teachings of the Catholic Church. Any student at Luers who is
baptized Catholic but has not received First Holy Communion or
Confirmation and would like to be prepared to do so, should inform
one of the teachers in the theology department or the Campus
Minister. Non-Catholic students who are interested in learning
more about the Catholic faith should do the same.

Interdisciplinary Learning

Admissions applications are available on our website at
www.bishopluers.org under Prospective Families or by contacting
Jenny Andorfer, Director of Admissions at
jandorfer@bishopluers.org. A $160.00 registration fee is required.
For incoming 9th graders, we need a copy of their 8th grade report
card, 7th grade ISTEP scores, ECA scores and a copy of their birth
certificate. All incoming 9th graders will be required to take a math
and English placement test. Upperclassmen are asked to submit a
copy of the current high school transcripts and a copy of their birth
certificate; all upperclassmen applicants will be interviewed by our
principal.
If you are interested in more information about Bishop Luers High
School, contact Jenny Andorfer, Director of Admissions, at
456-1261 ext. 3141.

Bishop Luers Public Relations and
Spirit Committees
Bishop Luers Public Relations Committee and Spirit Committee are
looking to expand. Our vision and time commitments are outlined
below.
Our Vision for the PR committee:
Overall, the PR Committee works on continuing to promote Luers
with brainstorming additional ideas, long range goals, while also
helping with short term activities as needed. The group also,
provides feedback and evaluation of events and current practices.
Springtime in Kristen Billingsley’s art room brought a Koinobori
fish windsock project in honor of Bishop Luers’ sister school
Fushiki High School, in the port city of Takaoka, Japan. The
Koinobori windsocks are flown over Japanese homes in May to
celebrate Children’s Day to signify the hope that their children will
grow up courageous, intelligent, and strong like the Koinobori fish.
The advanced three-dimensional art students carved small
linoleum printing blocks into the shape
of ornate fish scales. Pressing the inkcoated block onto the fabric left an
imprint that began their windsock
design. Brightly colored luminescent
paints were painted to create
elaborate designs. The windsock was
finished by sewing and gluing. Once
completed, Mrs. Billingsley took her

Time Commitment: meets monthly/every other month
Our Vision for the Spirit Committee:
To continue to maintain a Luers Spirit group which helps feeder
school events as needed, to continue to be ambassadors for
Bishop Luers at their parishes, to ensure posters are posted at
parishes and to ensure Luers events are posted in newsletters and
bulletins.
Time Commitment: No monthly meetings but will receive emails
regarding events to share with parish & school and opportunity to
volunteer at PR Events
Please contact: Monica Zwick mzwick@bishopluers.org if you are
interested in sharing your Luers Spirit!

BLHS KNIGHT NEWS PAGE 17

Athletics
2014 College Signing
Name
Jessica Bloom

Megan Gilpin

Arianna Bradshaw Macy Glenn

Chase Lomont

Jacquelyn Savieo

Edward Macias

Garrett Scheiber

College

Allison Butler—Basketball

Walsh University

Quinn Cook—Football

Wittenberg University

Geoffrey Justice—Soccer

Indiana Tech

Joe Korjenek—Golf

Hanover College

Megan Lee—Volleyball

Briar Cliff University

Calista Bransfield

Marielle Goeglein

Fernanda Martinez Cole Scheible

Noah Brown

Joseph Gonzalez

Alexander Martinez Michael Schweller

Gabrielle Buday

Alexis Gosche

Amina Matata

Jack Schwieterman

Charles Burton

Connor Green

Emily McManus

James Shilts

Miranda Malott—Softball

Manchester University

DaShon Bussell

Tyreeon Hambright Louise Miller

Emily Shimer

Natalie Rahrig—Tennis

Hope College

Sarah Buta

Corey Hannah, Jr. Riley Mintch

Dean Stanley

Addie Reimbold—Basketball

Kentucky Wesleyan

Alexander Staples

Austyn Rybicki—Baseball

Manchester University

Laura Steigmeyer

Nick Strack—Soccer

Oakland University

Emilie Strack

Brandon Volmerding—Football Rose Hulman Institute
of Technology

Treyton Camareno Elizabeth Heiny

Harrison Moore

Christian Hettinger- Chloe Mostes
Kennedy
Anna Mullins
Josiah Chesterman
Cameron Hontz
Alexander Muncey
Carla Choka
Peyton Howe
Colbi Nigh
Margaret Cicchiello
Diana Hoya
Jack Nolan
Max Colchin
Jeckson Hser
Jessyka Norris
Jamar Cooper
LaMar Hudson
Gabrielle North
Evan Creager
Daniel Hughes
Adamaris DonisClaire Oxley
Jatazah Hughes
Monterroso
Alejandra Palma
Alex Jackson
Nicole Duran
Joseph Parnin
Jaguar Jackson
Clay Ealey
Julio Perez
Mary Kate Johnson
Allison Emmett
Pedro Perez
Contrez Jordan
Anastasia Epple
Amijah Pope
Dylan Keating
Ashton Everett
Molly Puitz
Kathryn Knapke
Isiah Fettinger
Sara Quinn
Hser Lah
Benjamin Fink
Emma Quinn
Samuel Laird
Kylie Firestine
Brock Randolph
Jessica Lamaster
Travis Firestine
Megan Reeder
Mary Lee
Morgan Franklin
Joseph Renner
Madison Leffers
Zachary Frantz
Eric Reust
Victoria Leffers
Carston Fritz
Andrew Rhodes
Rickardo Lemus
Grace Gabriel
Kelly Rooney
Anthony Gensic
Vanessa Lewis
Isabelle Ross
Gabrielle Linker
Grace Georgi
Migdalia Rustrian
Brock Lombardo
Mitchell Gigli
Aniya Carlisle

LaMarquez Thomas
Garrett Tomlinson
Daniel Tsuleff
Jack Vasell

All SAC—Spring 2014
Name—Sport

Gabriel Vasquez

Natalie Rahrig—Tennis

First Team Singles

Tomas Vasquez

Maddie Brown—Tennis

First Team Singles

Grace Vaughn
Adam Veldman

Katie Klinger and
Sabrina Streicher—Tennis

Second Team Doubles

Samuel Verslype

Carolina Garcia—Softball

First Team

Emma Ward

Miranda Malott—Softball

First Team

Faizon Washington

Emma Wolfe—Softball

First Team

Mallori Wigent

Taya Andrews—Softball

Second Team

Anna Wiljer

Haleigh Devido—Softball

Honorable Mention

Colleen Wilsey

Dana Boretzky—Softball

Honorable Mention

Ja'Veon Wilson

Austin Mack— Baseball

First Team

La'Tterryion Wilson

Austyn Rybicki—Baseball

First Team

Travis Eckert—Baseball

Honorable Mention

Jonathan Woehnker
Casey Woodfill
Nicholas Wyss
Michael Zaremba
Rees Zay
Kyra Zwick

Track Regional Qualifiers
Devin Fritz (Pole Vault)
J’Lyn Charlton (400m Dash)
Amanda Rectanus (Shot Put)
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Recognition

Coaching changes bring new
directions for two programs
Girls Basketball – Denny Renier - Retires
After coaching in the Bishop Luers
Varsity Basketball program for 27
years, the last 5 years as head coach,
Denny Renier has decided to step
down. The Knights finished this season
with a 16-5 record and were eliminated
in the Sectional. Denny’s record over
the 5 years that he was the head coach
was 93-33 and included four Sectional,
four Regionals, three Semi-States and
the 2011 Class 2A State
Championship.

Olympic Development
Program
Kennedy Brough, class of 2017
and daughter of Deb and Chris
Brough ’90, was selected to
represent the state of Indiana and
the Olympic Development Program
on a team of 18 girls in Berlin,
Germany in June. This experiences
is hosted by the Berlinger-Fussball
Association (Berlin Soccer
Association).

Athletic Department offers Sports Passes

Bishop Luers offers ALL SPORT passes good for admission to all
“It’s sad in a lot of ways for me, but I’m
REGULAR SEASON HOME CONTESTS.
thankful for the time I had at Bishop
Luers. Obviously we had some great
ADULT PASS $75.00; STUDENT PASS $40.00 (student is
wins”, Coach said, “But really, honestly, my career at Bishop Luers defined as grades 5th-12th); CHILDREN (students 1st –4th grade)
was about the kids. Those kids carried me”.
$15. PRE-SCHOOL children do not need passes or tickets.
We will miss Coach Renier, his smile, laughter and the love he
had for our students.

There are numerous advantages to purchasing an ALL SEASON
PASS. In some sports in the Summit Athletic Conference, monies
collected on the night of a game, are split between the two
Coach Renier’s coaching position was filled by Coach Mark
competing schools. Monies collected through the sale of season
Pixley. Coach Pixley moves over from the boys’ program where
he coached the JV team. Coach Pixley coached for Carlsbad High passes are not split with others, so that is a big advantage for our
School in Carlsbad California for four years before coming back to school. While it can be costly to pay up front for all of these
Fort Wayne due to a family illness. While in California he coached passes, the savings over the course of an entire school year is
quite significant. These passes can be used for admission for
Carlsbad High School to the Division 1 California Interscholastic
home football, soccer, track, basketball, volleyball, wrestling,
Federation (State) Championship.
baseball and any other regular season home event. Admission at
the gate to an SAC varsity football or boys/girls basketball game is
$6.00. We hope you can see the advantage of a Season Pass!
Girls Soccer – Val Joveveski leaves
to be with family.
We will begin selling sports passes, and accepting sports
participation fees at Records Day, July 31, 2014.
After coaching the 2013-14 girls soccer
team to the Semi-State Championship
game, Coach Jovevski will leave the
team. Coach Jovevski in his first season Bishop Luers Athletic Booster Club (ABC)
as head coach led the team to a
Bishop Luers ABC is conducting Summer Clean-up Days on
12-4 season record, a Sectional
August 2 and 9. We will be re-roofing the concession stand,
championship and a Regional
painting the fencing and the ticket booths. ABC is also looking
championship.
into updating signs for both the visitors ticket booth and the main
Coach Jovevski is leaving to go home to ticket booth.
the Ukraine to visit his mother and family
because of the unrest that continues to
2014-2015 Athletic Schedules
occur in the country. He will be gone
most of the fall, but will return to help the team before the end of
All athletic schedules are updated daily and can be downloaded
the season.
from the Bishop Luers website. Follow us on twitter for LIVE
updates on sporting and school news!
Coach Jovevski will be replaced by JC Couto. JC teaches
Physical Education at Bishop Luers. He was born in Brasilia, Brazil
and played collegiate soccer at Bethel College. He assisted Coach
Jovevski this past year and is excited to take over the program.

WWW.BISHOPLUERS.ORG
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Parents: If your Luers graduate
is residing at a different address,
please forward this to him/her,
and notify us with the current
address. If you are not an
alumni, but would like to continue
to receive this newsletter, contact
us as at 456-1261 x 3040.
JOHN C. REIMBOLD, MBA, CFP®
Private Wealth Advisor • Franchise Owner
Reimbold & Anderson
A financial advisory practice of
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
5750 Coventry Lane, Ste 110 • Fort Wayne, IN 46804
260.432.3235
www.reimboldandanderson.com

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
1:00 p.m. at Brookwood
COST: $75/per person

Includes: green fees, golf cart, range balls,
6 drink tickets and food.

HOLE SPONSORSHIP: $150 /hole

FRIDAY NIGHT, OCTOBER 3,
Homecoming activities begin at 4:30 p.m.
All Homecoming events will be held at Bishop
Luers High School. The band, Greta Speaks,
is sponsored by

Register by September 3, 2014 by calling the Alumni
Office at (260) 456-1261 ext.3040 or email Melissa Hire
at mhire@bishopluers.org or Sarah Shank at
sshank@bishopluers.org.

SUPERTICKETS ARE $35
CHANCE TO WIN: A 3 Day/2 Night VACATION
SILENT AUCTION: Two NOTRE DAME/PURDUE tickets at
Lucas Oil Stadium

For more information, visit our website
www.bishopluers.org

Golf Outing Registration form on page 12

See page 8 for more detail and to
complete the Distinguished Knight form.

