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Grizzly Gazette

2016/17

Grantsville Elementary School

Parent Newsletter

September

From the Principal

Dear Parents,

Welcome back! I can’t think of a time of year that brings more excitement and optimism than the beginning of the
school year. With sparkling backpacks and enthusiastic students, it’s great to embark on the journey together as
Grantsville Grizzlies. This year, we will focus on why it is awesome to be a Grantsville Grizzly. We have already,
and will continue to reiterate that GES Grizzlies have respect for one another, and for the school; that each of us is
responsible for our own actions; and that we come to school every day ready to learn and to grow. We will also
focus on helping students recognize the good that happens for them at school every day, and to recognize the
good that others do for them here. We hope that this will help create an even stronger sense of community at
GES, and that this will help our school have a family friendly atmosphere. As we do this, we believe that our learning will increase, because we feel safe and are focused on learning. We look forward to a terrific year!
Jeff Zaleski

RESPECT
Students going into the parking lot

RESPONSIBILITY
READINESS

September 2016 SCHOOL Calendar
August 25-Sept. 29 DIBELS Next Fall Benchmark (Grades K-6)
August 25-September 29 DRA II for ALL 1st-Grade AND DRA/
Core Phonics: Students Below Benchmark (Grades 2-6)
September 5 Labor Day (No School)
September 9 Bike Rodeo
September 13 Community Council
September 14 Learning Around the World 6:00 – 7:30 p.m
September 8-Oct.27 TCSD Common Writing Prompt #1 - Gr3-6
September 20 5th Grade WattSmart Presentation
September 22 Fall Pictures
September 22 Mid terms Go Home
September 23 Paw Party

after leaving the school and
Drivers picking up students in the parking lot
rather than the driveway:
Please slow down and
watch out for each other.
Adults-Please use sidewalks and crosswalks.
Be an example of safety for our students!

Please welcome our new staff:
Mr. Florian Haraca
Mr. Todd Crowther
Mr. Yann Joubert
Ms. Catherine Velasquez
Ms. Cheyenne Sandberg
Ms. Libra Wood
Mr. John Byrne

3rd Grade French DLI
4th Grade
Interventionist
PE Aide
SPED Para
SPED Para
Counselor

Calendar

2016-2017 District Calendar
September 5 Labor Day (no school)
October 7
District Day (no school-students)
October 20,21 Teacher Convention (no school)
October 27
End of 1st Term
October 28 Data Day/Grades (no school-students)
November 23 Early Release for Fall Break
November 24/25
Fall Recess
December 22-January 2 - Winter Break (no school)
Wednesday afternoons will be early out for
elementary and secondary students.

January 3
January 11
January 13
January 16
February 20
March 16
March 17
March 20-24
April 14 & 17
May 25
May 26
May 29

Resume School
End of 2nd Term
Data Day/Grades (no school-students)
Human Rights Day (no school)
President’s Day (no school)
End of 3rd Term
Data Day/Grades (no school-students)
Spring Break (no school)
Easter Break (no school)
End of 4th Term Early Release (Last Day of School)
Data Day/Grades (no school-students)
Memorial Day (school is already out)
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“The Great American”
5th grade students worked hard last year to pass off these requirements:
recite or sing the 1st verse of National Anthem “Star-Spangled Banner”
write the pledge of Allegiance w/no spelling or punctuation errors
recite the preamble to the Constitution
recite the names of the 44 presidents in order
recite the Gettysburg address (all 3 paragraphs)
label the states and capitals on a US map
For their accomplishments, participating students received:
a certificate-for 2 or more requirements
a certificate & flag pin- for 4 or more requirements
a certificate, flag pin, and GOLD medal- for ALL 6 requirements
Listed below are the
Colton Sweat
Denzel Chamberlain
Eli Mondragon
Rylan Albrecht
Hailey Taylor
Rylee Dalton

Students, staff and parents
are invited to wear Grizzly
Gear t-shirts, blue and/or
gold, or Grantsville sport
teams jerseys.

Thank you to our generous donors:
Walmart Shopping Center
Soelbergs
VLCM
Resorts at Wendover
Casa Del Ray
Grantsville Elementary PTA
Automated Business Products
Morton Salt
Tooele Education Foundation

Winners:
Libby Jensen
Zach Moser
Blake Bunderson
Emma Anderson
Baylin Grover
Lauren Johnson
Jaxson Smith

Fridays - School Spirit Day

Alison Hurst
Denise Murphy
Cameron Passey
Mercedes Pehrson
Alayna Broderick
Jacob Meek

Thank you to Tooele Valley Kiwanis Club and Wal-Mart Distribution Center
for sponsoring this great program.

Volunteers
Thank you to those who volunteer in our school
and classrooms. All volunteers are required to
be fingerprinted and approved through the district
office. The forms are available in the office.
Approval is valid for five years.

September 13
October 8
January 10
March 14
May 9

4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

Grizzly Gear T-Shirt Fundraiser
Cost: $10.00
GES Around the World
Family Literacy Event
Wed., Sept 14 6:00 - 7:30

Pick up your passports at 6:00 for an
adventure around the world. Have
fun as you stop in nine countries
and conclude your journey in the
International Food Court. Use your
stamped passport to enjoy
samples of food from the
various countries.

The order form will be sent home with your
student in the near future.
It will also be posted on PeachJar.

Grantsville Elementary Bike
Rodeo
Friday September 9th
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Attendance Facts:
Chronic absence in kindergarten is associated with lower academic performance in 1 st grade among all students
Kindergarten and 1st grade students that are chronically absent, are less likely to read at grade level by the end of 3 rd grade
Chronic absence is the strongest predictor of students dropping out of school before graduation
School policy is having 10 or less absences for the entire school YEAR.
That means missing only ONE day per month at most!
Missing only one day per month still equals two school weeks missed!
Missing TWO days per month increases it to FOUR weeks of school missed!
That is 10% of the school year and about 40 assignments missed!
So much learning is hands-on in the classroom and every day is important.
Being on time counts too!
Being late just 5 minutes each day (or leaving 30 minutes early once a week) adds up to missing three school days per year.
Every block of time in the classroom is important, from morning start to reviewing and wrapping up. Encourage daily
on-time all-day attendance this month and EVERY month to have a successful school year and build healthy habits!
Ways that Parents Can Support Students:
Reinforce the importance of daily and on-time school attendance at home
Establish expectations and routines at home (ex. early bedtime, early morning routines)
Explain and teach the expectations and routines and be patient as these skills are learned
Be repetitive (practice is very important)
Be consistent
Be a good role model
Regular and on-time school attendance helps to support students in each of these areas:
learn and be successful in school
feel comfortable and more connected at school
develop healthy habits
develop good life skills and routines

