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Is it Hurricane Season in Education?
by Steven Westhoff, Superintendent
A hurricane can be one
of the most destructive
forces in nature, totally
wiping out a community,
everything they’ve built
and most of the plans for
the future. Is that what
we’re looking at in education?
In Reed City, we’ve
weathered many storms,
we’ve righted the ship
many times, continue to
provide a quality education
for all of our students; and
even continue to make improvements to program
offerings and student experiences.
However, the
future forecast looks dismal.
Regardless of the dismal
financial forecast provided
by Lansing, we’re doing
several things to provide
protection against future
storms. School districts in
our area have just received
notice of the increase in
their insurance rates for
next year. Area rates are
increasing from the low of
13.5% to as much as 19%.
We’ve capped the additional expense that we
have to live with at $50 per
person per month. Unfor-

tunately for our employees,
they will have to pay an
additional $120 to $131 per
month. Some of our employees will be paying over
$3,100 per year towards
their insurance.
We all
know that insurance costs
are out of control; and I
know that our employee
groups are looking at ways
to reduce that cost. We’ve
also streamlined our work
force as much as possible.
Our class sizes will still be
very reasonable; 24 to 28
maximum in most classrooms. And, we’ve consolidated several business activities with other school
districts and the intermediate school system. However, even as we’ve been
very prudent in our preparations for future hurricanes; everyone should be
aware that hurricanes
come in different forms
with different degrees of
destruction.
Currently,
most of the storms with
which we have to deal are
coming out of Lansing,
and, apparently, no one is
at the helm to direct our
ship.

Representative Darwin Booher:
Senator Michelle McManus:

It’s time for our leaders
to lead, to put aside their
political differences and
deal with the issues at
hand. Everyone knows we
need to make changes to
the retirement system for
educators; we can’t afford
it the way it currently is
set up. Everyone knows
that insurance cost is skyrocketing and changes
must occur.
Everyone
knows that the quality of
education provided our
children will determine
our future.
If this is truly hurricane season in education,
then we need to create an
incredible hurricane of
demand for educational
funding and reform. If
our leaders in Lansing
can’t right the ship, and
do so in a reasonable time
frame, then it’s time to
throw them off the ship.
It has been said that “you
get what you demand.”
Please let our legislators
know that you demand
support for the education
of your children.

Contact Your
Legislators !
517-373-1747
517-373-1725
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The Board of Education typically
meets the THIRD Monday of every
month, with a work/study session
scheduled at 6 p.m. and a regular
monthly meeting at 7 p.m. The
meetings are held in the Porteous
Academic Center (f/k/a MS/HS Library), and are open to the public.
Any changes to the meeting schedule
may be found on the Board of Educat i o n
p a g e
a t
www.reedcity.k12.mi.us.
Approved minutes of meetings will be
available online or at the Office of
the Superintendent, 829 South
Chestnut Street, Suite A, in Reed
City. Notices of special meetings
and committee meetings are publicly
posted online and at the Office of the
Superintendent.
Reed City Area Public Schools
Board of Education
Dave Lucey, President; Dan
Boyer, Vice President; Jim Dawson, Treasurer; Scott Grindel, Secretary; and trustees Randy Park,
Scott Ridderman, and Kathy
Yost!
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School Scheduling Changes
Information regarding school closing or schedule changes due to
severe weather is available on the
following radio and TV stations
throughout the school year:
FM Radio Stations
WYBR
WWBR
WTCM
WKJF
WLXZ
WOLW

102.3
100.9
103.5
92.9
96.7
91.1

TV Stations
TV 9 & 10
TV 7 & 4
TV 8
TV 13
Fox 33

Looking for more?
Check Out our Web Site
We continue to update and improve our web site. For school
information including important notices, Board meeting
dates, school calendar and
much more, please visit us at:

www.reedcity.k12.mi.us.

Summer Food Program!!

Are you geared up and
ready for summer? Don’t forget to stop by and try a nutritious lunch for free!! Chartwells will be offering free
lunch to any person 18 years
of age and younger this summer. The location is Norman
Elementary Cafeteria. We

will be open Monday – Friday
from 11a.m. – 12:30 p.m. We
will be serving pizza choices,
grab and go sandwiches, and
fresh subs and wraps. All
lunches include the fresh
garden salad and dessert
bar!! Adults cost $3.25/meal.
So if you have time, stop on
by and take advantage of this
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INTRODUCING REED CITY HIGH SCHOOLS’
CLASS OF 2010
VALEDICTORIANS AND SALUTATORIAN
.

Kyle Apsey

The Co-Valedictorian for the class of
2010 is Kyle Apsey, son of Bob and
Shirley Apsey.
Apsey graduates
with a grade point average of 4.0.
He plans to attend the College of
Engineering at the University of
Michigan in the fall.
During his
high school career, Apsey was a
member of the National Honor Society. He was a phenomenal athlete
who was involved in basketball,
football, golf, baseball, and cross
country. Apsey was the captain of
his varsity basketball team and was
named Pioneer Player of the Year.
Apsey is an academic letter recipient, Who’s Who among American
High School Students, National
Youth Forum Nominee, Student of
the Month recipient, All Conference
recipient for athletics, and Top Gun
Award recipient. Apsey graduates
having completed 10 credit hours at
Ferris State University in Calculus
I and II. His hobbies include playing and watching sports, working on
the family farm, and spending time
with family.

Kelsey Koopman

The Co-Valedictorian for the class of
2010 is Kelsey Koopman, daughter
of Brian and Tracie Koopman. Koopman graduates with a grade point
average of 4.0. She plans to attend
the University of Louisville in the
fall where she will study to be a
plastic surgeon. During her high
school career, Koopman was a member of the National Honor Society,
student council, and yearbook. She
was an excellent athlete who was
involved in basketball, volleyball,
soccer, equestrian, and 4-H. Koopman was the captain of her varsity
basketball team. Koopman is an
academic letter recipient, Student of
the Month recipient, and All Conference Honor recipient for art and
athletics. Koopman graduates having completed 10 credit hours at
Ferris State University in Calculus
I and II. Her hobbies include partaking in water sports, barrel racing, drawing/painting, participating
in sports, and hanging out with
friends

Stephanie Emington

The Salutatorian for the class of
2010 is Stephanie Emington, daughter of Doug and Theresa Emington.
Emington graduates with a grade
point average of 3.993. She plans to
attend Concordia University Ann
Arbor in the fall where she will major in English. During her high
school career, Emington was a member of the Trinity Lutheran Church
youth group. She was National
Honor Society President, student
council treasurer, and school newsletter editor.
She was an outstanding athlete who was involved
in basketball, volleyball, and soccer.
She was captain of the varsity volleyball and varsity soccer teams.
Emington is an academic letter recipient, Student of the Month recipient, and All Conference athletic
honor recipient. Emington accepted
the Presidential Scholarship for
leadership and will be receiving fulltuition to attend Concordia University. Her hobbies include playing
the piano and writing poetry and
prose.
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LEADERSHIP CLASS
The Leadership Class has
added a few new projects to the
already busy schedule they
have. In the fall the class accepted the challenge to assist
the Student Council by putting
on the successful Spirit games
during Homecoming. The students prepared a banner that
had the names of Veterans both
local and family of students and
staff displayed to honor all Veterans on their day in November.
Students volunteered their time
to help with the Family Nights
at GT Norman throughout the
school year.
Students also are required to
complete 6 hours of Community
Service during their 12 weeks in
the class and have helped
greatly throughout the community. This spring was the first
observance of Earth Day and the
new design for the Leadership
Class Scholarship t-shirt. Students will be writing cards to
the troops in May to observe

Kerry McGinley

Memorial Day.
the Salvation Army, and a drive
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great things the students
have completed are: held a
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On April 15, the CSAA Art
exhibit was held at Chippewa High School that consisted of forty art pieces from
the local school districts.
Each district selected students work to be part of the
Art Show.
The students who had work
entered into this years show
were, Janea Chick, 12th;
Brooke Elton, 12th; Emily
Frew, 11th; Shannon Hunt,

11th; Marisa Kohn, 10th;
Suchakrey Koomplee, 12th;,
Megan Martinez, 12th ; Sami
Michell, 9th; and Devon
Willis, 12th. Megan Martinez
was selected as an all conference artist.
Mr. Bruce Bailey was the advisor
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SAA HONORS LUNCHEON

The CSAA Honors Luncheon was

Knapp, Kelsey Koopman, Millicent Mac-

held to honor students who had

Donald, Nicole McDonald, Zachary Nix, Abi-

maintained a GPA of 3.5 or higher while par-

gail Pontz, Ashley Quinn, Adam Ridderman,

ticipating in a CSAA Conference activity.

Jacob Reed, Elizabeth Rolston, Wade Sack-

The luncheon was held at the Holiday Inn in

ett, Justin Shyrock, Brooke Sims, Lynsey

Big Rapids on April 29, 2010.

Spencer, Jayson Stoner, Courtney Timmer,

This year, twenty-six RCHS students from

and Brianna Thompson.

the graduating class of 2010 met the qualifications including, Kyle Apsey, Leah Dawson,
Stephanie Emington, Genice Grein, Zack
Griffin,

Dean

Grove,
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Brandy Huss, Elizabeth Killian, Sydney
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The CSAA held a talent review contest amongst its nine
conference schools on April 15, 2010. There were eighteen
acts overall. Each group competed to qualify to be part of
the top eight who advanced to travel to each of the conference schools. Two sets of performers represented RCHS in
the conference competition which was held at Chippewa

High School.
Reed City seniors Bobby Wright and Kyle Dent known as
the “Ruthless Degenerate” were one of the acts and they
did an acoustical version of the song “The Weight” by The
Band. Their duet advanced them into the travel show finals.
Alex Baughn and Sam McCreery are sophomores from RCHS and they performed
an acoustical version of “The Best Day” by Taylor Swift.
Reed City was well represented once again and we
have to thank Mrs. Schermerhorn for being the talent
review advisor.
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RCHS STUDENT COUNCIL
Student Council is a student-led organization that promotes student leadership and
cooperation between student organizations, school spirit, and volunteerism in our high
school, the community and, in some measure, the nation. We live out this vision in a
variety of ways. Some events repeat each year and others are the result of a heartfelt
need.
School spirit is an important factor for our members, and we live out this value in a number of ways.
Each year we plan Homecoming, which consists of spirit week with daily games and a dress up theme,
a parade, selection of a parade marshal, invitations to previous Homecoming Kings and Queens from
previous decades, coronation of the Homecoming King, Queen and court during the game, and the
Homecoming Dance. We also sponsor two additional pep assemblies where we attempt to include the
entire student body. This year we partnered with the band, leadership class, athletics, cheerleading
and included quiz bowl as well.
Volunteerism is also an important value. Students volunteer their time in a number of ways. Within
the school, we plan and staff two very successful blood drives each year filling every available time slot
with high school students and staff members. We also raised over $400 at a Sadie Hawkins dance to
provide seed money for Bowls for Bread, a new joint effort spearheaded by the Art Club and the
Leadership Class to be implemented next year to benefit the local food pantry.
Within the community, we assisted with Halloween in the Park and once again patrolled the streets
during trick or treating, keeping a watchful eye for those who would hurt our community’s children.
We also plan to partner with National Honor Society to encourage students to plant petunias along
Chestnut Street.
On a national level, we partnered with National Honor Society to provide relief for hurricane victims
with a bake sale. This spring we will unveil our first school-wide Relay for Life where students
purchase a $2 “Pass from Class” to support the American Cancer Society. Students can pay $2 to walk
the track during one class period. Student Council provides music and an opportunity to raise money
for a great cause while partnering with the Athletic Boosters as they provide concessions to the
students during this event.
Student Council also looks for ways to improve the school environment physically or otherwise each
year. Previous years endeavors included permanent displays of our spirit banners as window
decorations in our halls, contributions to school-wide picnics, new pickle ball equipment plus pizza for
the participants, class rewards for food drive competitions, new microwaves for the cafeteria, and
partnering with recycle club to purchase recycle containers for bottles and cans.
This year Student Council wished to accomplish something greater. We wanted to make the
cafetorium a more useable space for the school and the community. We were able to purchase
additional speakers and a mixing board for just over $2,000, which will allow all student organizations
to have dance fundraisers without the additional cost of a D.J., plus we were able to purchase a large
screen for the stage. In addition to dances, student organizations can now show movies, slide show
presentations, or other multi-media presentations and control the sound much more easily. To make
the stage more appealing, we were able to partner with Lowe’s of Big Rapids. Lowe’s agreed to donate
all of the paint necessary to refurbish the entire stage area that will greatly improve the appearance of
our cafetorium, making it a more appealing venue for the community as well. Student Council greatly
appreciates the partnership with Lowe’s in this endeavor as well as Paul Lewis, our own Facilities
Director who agreed to paint the area over the summer.
In the spring, we hold Student Council elections and coordinate with class advisors to make this event
benefit everyone as much as possible. Having elections in the spring gives Student Council an
opportunity to come together one time before the close of the year to plan at an annual Student
Council Summit with all new members including incoming freshman. This year we will have a guest
speaker, Teresa Mora, from Eagle Village who will provide team building exercises for the new council,
a working lunch provided by our own cafeteria, and an opportunity to plan Homecoming and continued
opportunities for student organizations and staff to come together to make our school, the community,
and our world a better place.
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HAVE A SAFE AND
ENJOYABLE
SUMMER!
IMPORTANT DATES
Wednesday, May 26

Seniors’ Last Day

Monday, May 31

Memorial Day Recess

Thursday, June 3

Baccalaureate — United Methodist Church

7:00 p.m.

Friday, June 4

Graduation Practice
Seniors’ Send Off
RCHS Graduation

8:10 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Wednesday and
Thursday, June 9 & 10

Underclassmen exams

Thursday, June 10

Last Day of School — Half Day Students

