Washington Families,
As I’m sure you all know, the Canon City Schools community has voted to support our students with the approval of
the bond and mill levy override proposed during the November election. Of course approval of these measures will
benefit every school in Canon City, which will be great for everyone, but we are most excited about the opportunity
we now have to move forward with planning for the future of Washington Elementary School! Although the district
will still need to apply for and receive B.E.S.T. grant funding before beginning construction on a new school, I believe
our chances of doing so are really good and we will likely have a new Washington Elementary School for the start of
the 2019-2020 school year. Thank you to everyone who supported ballot initiatives 3A and 3B and cast a “Yes” vote
for our students and community! It is my hope that even those who opposed the initiatives will ultimately appreciate
the outcome once they are able to see the final product. It is an exciting time for Canon City!
The Holiday Season is also an exciting time for students and staff. Of course we will continue to maintain a focus on
leadership, learning, and academic growth in a safe environment, but there will also be a variety of activities offered
during the month of December. Students and families will have an opportunity to enjoy the 3rd Grade Music
Program, to shop for gifts through the PTO Holiday Store, to enjoy the CCHS Christmas Tour, and to participate in
classroom parties. The extra-curricular activities are always considered a privilege for our students, so it is important
for them to put first things first to make sure they are taking care of their academic responsibilities, and to be
proactive, making good choices and maintaining appropriate behavior.
I have shared this message in the past, but I think it is worth sharing again since I know it serves as a good reminder
for me during this time of year, helping me maintain a focus on what is truly important according to my personal
mission statement. The focus during this time of year can often be on finding the perfect gift for loved ones, but the
best and longest lasting gifts that you can give your children are not necessarily those that are purchased. Make sure
to give your children the gift of your time and attention so they know they have high levels of love and support. Be a
positive role model by demonstrating responsible behavior and setting high expectations while encouraging your
children to always do their best. Help instill positive values such as integrity, honesty, responsibility, restraint, and
compassion. Promote a positive identity and a sense of purpose by teaching personal responsibility, building selfesteem, and providing them with an optimistic view of their personal future. These are the gifts that will last a
lifetime!
I look forward to enjoying the activities during the month of December as we prepare to welcome in the New Year!
May you and yours have a joyous holiday season!

Sincerely,

Brian Zamarripa
Brian Zamarripa, Principal
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Looking Ahead
Christmas Break-December 22, 2017-January 5, 2018
Monday, January 8th-No School District wide-Teacher work day
Monday, January 11th-Fit Lit Night @ 6:30
January 16th –Healthy Meal on a budget
Wednesday, January 17th- Delayed Start
Thursday, January 18th-P.T.O. Meeting @ 6:00 P.M.
Thursday, January 25th-Fit Lit Night @ 6:00
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Just a Reminder
Our Leaders of the Month for
November are as follows:
Sophia Eivins-Kindergarten
Araya Marquez-1st Grade
Emily Broman-2nd Grade
Keaton Seng-3rd Grade
Madison Monett-4th Grade
Izaan Waldron-5th Grade
Talon Burris-2nd Grade
Brodie Anthony-2nd Grade
Cyrus Palacios-3rd Grade
These students were recognized at
our November P.T.O. meeting for
being role models for their peers in
our Leader in Me culture and in
displaying the 7 Habits.
Congratulations!

GATE

Fall Book Fair concludes on
Friday, December 1st
Tuesday, December 4thAwards Assemblies
Thursday, December 7th
3rd Grade Music Program @ 2:00 and 6:30
Candy Cane Holiday Shoppe
Monday, December 11th-Friday, December
15th from 3:00-3:30 in the auditorium
Delayed start-Wednesday, December
13th-School begins at 10:15
Thursday, December 14th
Battle of the Books at 3:10
Friday, December 22nd – No School
District wide
Monday, December 25th – Friday,
January 5th – Christmas Break
Monday, January 8th – No School District
wide – Teacher Work Day
Tuesday, January 9th-Back to school

Gifted children can and do have
learning disabilities.

P.T.O. News

As with any child, a gifted child may have

There will be no P.T.O.
meeting for the month of
December, however we will
be recognizing our Leaders
of the Month on Monday,
December 19th at 3:15 in the
computer lab.

learning disabilities which can negatively
influence their achievement in school.
Unfortunately, gifted children with learning
disabilities, also referred to as twiceexceptional, often go unidentified because
their advanced cognitive abilities often
mask their learning disabilities. It is common
that neither the giftedness nor the
learning disability are recognized or
addressed in school.

Please join us!

Look for security changes at our building
when returning from Christmas break.

Washington Elementary will be implementing a security
change beginning on January 9th, upon our return after
the Christmas break. These steps are being taken in
order to better secure our building, its students and staff.
Our front door will remain locked during school hours.
A doorbell system will be in place at the front door to be
utilized by visitors.
If your student has an appointment and will be leaving
early, please give us a call ahead of time or send a note
with your student, so that we may have them waiting in
the health office area in an effort to honor your time.

