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The MAIS AA Mississippi
State Championship game
progressed as anticipated. Dillon
Johnson came off a Centreville
contest with 181 rushing yards and
two touchdowns, and he continued
that with another dominating
performance of 158 rushing yards
and one touchdown.
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Quarterback Brice Johnson also
dominated in the championship
game, throwing for 173 yards, twice
for touchdowns to Tre Adams.
Johnson along compiled 35 rushing
yards and two rushing TDs.
JoJo Sanders led the defense with
15 tackles. The Irish defense forced
three fumbles and one interception,
showing that they had no problem
stopping Tri-County’s offense. In the

end, our St. Joe Irish team ran off
with a victory of 44 to 14.
- Trevor Muzzi

ALL- STAR
GAME
Jonathan “JJ” Jordan, Brice
Johnson, and Joquez “JoJo” Sanders all
played in the all-star game on December
1, 2017. All three St. Joseph athletes
were on the blue team. Brice Johnson
was the starting quarterback. Jonathan
played defense, and Joquez played both
defense and offense. Also Ahmara
Williams was named an all-star at the
MAIS state cheerleading competition.
Ahmara was recognized at halftime of
the all-star game. Concluding the game
the blue team won the game 27-20.

Becoming State
Champions
The day we competed for the
championship was a very exciting day for
the fighting Irish fans and Cheerleaders. We
practiced for what seemed like so many
months but only for 1. At so many points I
felt like I wanted to give up but I also
wanted to help our team win. 6 days before
competition, we had a lot of difficulty. It
seemed like we were running out of time.
The next day, we got things done like never
before. Our coach, Ms. Slay was always
hard on us. We probably even heard “Do it
again” in our sleep. She pushed us to our
max and I’m so glad.
Competition day was here and it
seemed weird at first because none of the
girls were nervous. My drink spilled on the
bus and got our flag wet. Ms. Slay was
furious. Luckily the wind was blowing and
we had more than enough time to dry it
outside. Thank God that was one less worry.
The time had come and we nailed it. Our
fans were so supportive and excited when
we performed.
After everything was done, they
were getting ready to announce the winners.
2A-non tumbling runner up was River Oaks.
Your 2017 MAIS non-tumbling varsity
cheerleading State Champions are St.Joseph
Catholic School. All of the cheerleaders
stood up and celebrated. We were so great,
to the point where mama McGaugh cried. I
knew then it was ours to win. I wouldn’t
have wanted to accomplish this with any
other squad because ours is the best.
By: Ashanti Brown
#irishnation

Irish Ballers
Now that football season is
over, basketball season is now
here. The junior high season
opener was November 6, 2017
against Riverside Junior High.
Both the junior high girls and boy
started the season with a WIN.
Skylar Harden was the girl’s top
leading scorer with a total of 10
points. CJ Moore was the boy’s
top leading scorer with a total of
16 points. The high school team
had a late start this year with the
basketball season. Their first game
was November 28, 2017 against
Indianola Academy. The high
school boys did not get a chance to
play due to the championship
game. The junior high girls and
boys brought home a win, but the
high school girls fell short by 9
points. December 7, 2017 all 4
teams will be going against our
long term rival, Riverside at 4:0
On Thursday, December 14,
all four teams traveled to
Greenville Christian. The JV girls
team played right to the wire and
beat the Saints 31-30. The JV
boys team rallied hard but ended
up losing. The Varsity girls fought
hard to come up with a win as did
the Varsity boys. The girls score
was 31-41 and the boys score was
54-42.
-Roslyn Williams

If you had to leave your house for a
long time, what three things would
you grab on your way out?
My dog,wallet and my phone~ Dhruv
Dressing or stuffing? Everyone
has a different preference about
Thanksgiving, but we all agree on one
thing, food. Food has always been a
factor of bring people together.
Thanksgiving is that time of the year
where we focus on all the blessings in
our life. It is the time when we should
set aside all our differences and reflect
together. As families come together,
they laugh and reminiscence about the
good and bad times. Many people like to
skip over Thanksgiving but they fail to
realize how important it is.
–Alexis Allen

Thanksgiving Q & A
Who is someone you could say “thank
you” to today? And why?
The entire football team from the A.D.
Coach Strazi and to the managers for
making this football season so special
~Coach Bley
What is something you do with Mom
& Dad that makes you happy?
To my mom because she deserves it~
Makenzie T.
If you had to give anyone in the world
your piggy bank, who would you give
it to and why?
My mom,because she supports me so I
well support her in any way
possible~Vince

What is the thanksgiving that you
remember and what do you
remember?
This past one, I spent it with my son in
Knoxville,TN playing golf. ~ Coach Bley
What is something you’d like someone
to tell YOU “thank you” for?
I would like someone to say “Thanks
Vince for being honest with me and
helping me throughout a situation” ~
Vince
How can you be thankful even when
we’re upset?
Yes because I’m just living life. No
telling what’s going to happen to me. ~
Makenzie
When is a good time to tell someone
“thank you”?
Anytime is a good time if you think about
it. Don’t wait until someone does
something for you. ~ Coach Bley
How does it make you feel when
someone does something really nice
for you?
It makes me feel like people care about
me. I get all warm and fuzzy. ~Dhruv
How does it make you feel when you
do something really nice for someone
else?
Good because I’m helping another
person who needs help. Who knows what
anyone is going through. Me helping
them could change their whole day
around~ Vince
-Melody Columbus

TEACHER OF THE
MONTH

“What is the toughest aspect of
teaching today?”- Skylar
Harden

Mr. Bariola

I would say that 90% of my
students think history is boring
and there are a lot of notes. For
me, I have always been
fascinated with history. So I try
to not make my class boring.

Mr. Bariola is one of the new
teachers at St. Joe this year.
Being a new teacher at St. Joe
can be challenging, but Mr.
Bariola always has a positive
attitude and a smile on his face.
Mr. Bariola has been awarded
St. Joe’s TEACHER OF THE
MONTH!
“Why did you choose teaching
as your career?” - Skylar
Harden
It all started with my father. He
taught and coached here at St.
Joe. As a child, I was around the
practices and games. Seeing him
with the players and the
students inspired me at an early
age.
“What do you enjoy most about
working with young people?”Skylar Harden
I love the enthusiasm of young
people. I enjoy being in a
position that I can help and
guide the younger students in
their academic career.

“What do you want to
accomplish in your
profession?”- Skylar Harden
To prepare my students for the
next level of their academic
career. I give my high school
students a glimpse of what will
be expected in college.
“How do you like the
environment?”- Skylar Harden
I love it. I look forward to seeing
all the smiles everyday. I love
the closeness of our student
body. It was the first thing I
noticed coming back to St. Joe

CHRISTMAS
TRADITIONS

So, guess what?... IT’S
THE MOST WONDERFUL
TIME OF THE YEAR!!!!!!
Yes, indeed, it is almost Christmas
time! St. Joe students are anxious to
end the second quarter, finish
midterms, and run home to enjoy the
Christmas holidays. Many families in
America and across the world have
certain tradition in which they
celebrate Christmas. These traditions
are what bring us together to make
the holiday and the birth of baby Jesus
extra special. In fact, students here at
St. Joe were happy to share some of
their traditions with us.
“What are some of your family’s
Christmas traditions?”- Kiya
Thomas
We open Christmas presents on
Christmas Eve and we eat lunch at my
grandmas’ house on Christmas day. Trevor Muzzi
Traditionally, my family and I put up
the Christmas tree while listening to
music. We watch Christmas movies,
and our favorite movie to watch is
“National Lampoon Christmas
Vacation.”-Alexis Allen

Every Christmas Eve we go to my
grandmother’s house and once we go
home, we open one present before we
go to bed. -Skyler Harden
All of these traditions are what make
family special. This Christmas, let's
not get so wrapped up in what gifts
we are getting, but instead, focus on
what’s important; family.
So, until next year…
Kiya Thomas

Merry Christmas from the
Fall Newspaper staff!!!!!

G
Irish!!

Order in
the Court!!
On December 1st, The
Magnolia Bar Association held
their annual Mock Trial
competition. Mock Trial is an
imitation of a real trial. This
gives high school student the
opportunity to try a case in
court. District Attorney
Dewayne Richardson along
with his Assistant District
Attorneys Kaylon McCou and
Takiya Perkins led a team of
five students from St. Joseph:
Destiny “Kat” Trader, Terriya
Williams, Alexis Richardson,
Jasmine Ross, and Alexis Allen.
These five students worked
tirelessly for months. The
competition had seven teams
competing. St. Joseph Mock
Trial team finished Friday with
the highest score that advanced
them to the last round on
Saturday. By the end of
Saturday our St. Joe team had
placed 2nd in the competition.
This was a great experience for
the student to practice public
speaking and confidence.
-Alexis Allen

Farewell to
some….
The fall semester in
Journalism has been quite the
learning experience for me. I
came into this not knowing
exactly how bringing the
newspaper back would go.
Luckily for me, God placed
some very talented writers in
my journalism class. Not only
were these students good
writers, but they were
inquisitive, funny, and
inspiring. A few of the
newspaper staff will be leaving
us for different pastures but
they will be missed greatly! Out
with the old… and in with the
NEW. The spring semester will
bring us new faces and new
perspectives! I can’t wait to see
what they have to offer!
-Mrs. Thompson
Merry Christmas from the
Irish Times Newspaper Staff!!!

