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Preface
Lawndale High School (LWHS) continues to focus on building strong relationships between
staff, teachers, students, parents, and the community. The leadership at LWHS provides
opportunities for discussion and collaboration between staff members in both formal and
informal settings. Monthly faculty meetings, department meetings, and paid professional
development opportunities are provided. Teachers are encouraged to collaborate in grade level
teams to create engaging lessons and are invited to district-level planning meetings to continue
this work. In addition to staff communication, LWHS works hard to make sure that the parents
and the community are included in ongoing school communication. There are various
opportunities for parents to be involved including School Site Council, English Learner Advisory
Committee, Title I Parent meetings, Advancement Via Independent Determination Parent
Meetings, Academy Parent meetings, and Sports Info Nights. Back to School Night and Open
House are each held once a year to give parents a chance to meet their student’s teachers. The
LWHS website is updated regularly with the most current information for parents and students.
On the school website, parents and community members can find information about upcoming
events at LWHS as well as email addresses and contact information for LWHS staff. Teachers
are encouraged to maintain open communication with parents via email, text, phone calls, or
other social media outlets.
Lawndale High School staff met in focus groups over a period of several months to complete our
self-study findings as we assessed our entire school program and the impact of that program on
our students. Rich discussions took place in focus groups about the self-study findings and the
evidence of the school’s impact on students. It was clear to our staff the WASC process would be
most valuable if the bulk of our findings were written by focus groups as they became experts in
their assigned areas. The deliberate choice to share the responsibility of the actual writing of
Chapter IV findings resulted in a collaborative document that demonstrates a shared commitment
to success at Lawndale High School. Early focus group meetings in August revolved around a
review of our prior Critical Areas for Follow-up. During the last school year, many of our faculty
meetings were spent on discussing and revising our school’s mission and vision.
Three years ago the district spent time gathering input across all school sites in the district to
develop the Graduate Profile. This profile contains many of the Expected Schoolwide Learning
Results found in our last WASC report in 2010 and 2013. The staff recognizes the Graduate
Profile as Schoolwide Learner Outcomes but more work needs to be done to clearly
communicate to stakeholders how we will measure student progress towards meeting these
outcomes. The academic standards are clarified and measured through the a-g requirements.
Students and parents are reminded of their progress towards meeting a-g through their course
grades, multiple counselor meetings with students, and parent informational meetings.
LWHS has implemented a late start Monday that includes collaboration time for teachers in
every department to gather and analyze data on student achievement towards mastery of
academic standards. During collaborations, departments compare and analyze data from common
formative and summative assessments. Once data is collected and analyzed, departments may
address significant challenges based upon those assessments and the strategies used to support or
enhance student understanding. Teachers use the data collected to spiral in new information or
5

Lawndale High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

use in small group instruction to adjust the curriculum or inform their instructional practices that
ensure students are attaining mastery of academic standards.
At Lawndale High School, assessment results from statewide/nationwide exams have informed
changes in the school program such as developing intervention courses to support student
achievement in math and English. Math Essentials and English Intensive courses are supported
using Title I funds to create smaller class sizes and purchasing of support materials. With the
transition to Common Core, our school will focus on Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium
testing to analyze and identify student needs and adjust the allocation of resources. Students,
parents, and staff take the Speak It Up and Healthy Kids surveys. The results of these online
assessments inform changes in allocation of resources and potentially modify school programs to
better serve student needs. The results are discussed at administrative and leadership team
meetings. During registration week, parents are encouraged to take a parent survey to give the
school feedback on various aspects about the school. This parent survey provides feedback and
discussion points for administration and the leadership team.
The results of our self-study were shared with the entire staff and discussions about our SLOs,
Critical Learner Needs, and school site goals commenced. Our site plan was then shared with all
stakeholders to gain commitment on implementation and monitoring the accomplishment of the
plan. We feel confident that the plan will adequately address the school’s needs as well as the
students’ needs and that it aligns with the findings of the self-study. As a learning institution,
Lawndale High School knows that based on its capacity for and knowledge of self-review, all
involved have made every effort to ensure that the time we have devoted to the process and our
observations and examinations of the impact our programs have on student learning meets the
high standards expected from WASC and from ourselves.
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Chapter I
Student/Community
General Background and History
Lawndale High School (LWHS) is a comprehensive public high school serving approximately
2,300 students. It is located in the South Bay, approximately five miles southeast of Los Angeles
International Airport. Centinela Valley Union High School District (CVUHSD) includes three
comprehensive high schools, a continuation high school, an independent studies school, an adult
school, and South Bay Academy Community Day School. Total enrollment district wide is
7,878 students. LWHS is one of three comprehensive high schools. Our feeder school districts
include Hawthorne, Lawndale, Lennox, and Wiseburn. LWHS serves a diverse student
population stemming from middle and working-class families. The district’s attendance
boundaries cut through residential, light industry, retail, and low income housing sections of
Hawthorne, Lawndale, and Lennox (combined population of 139,815). LWHS originally opened
in 1959 as a comprehensive high school, but was closed in June 1981 due to declining
enrollment in the district. The site remained in use after 1981 housing the district offices, the
adult school, and the continuation high school. Due to a dramatic increase in the student
populations at Hawthorne and Leuzinger High Schools in the late 1990’s, CVUHSD reopened
LWHS as a “school of choice” and continues to be so. Families living within the district’s
boundaries who would otherwise be served by Hawthorne or Leuzinger High School could
request to attend LWHS. Eligible students were selected annually based upon a random lottery.
LWHS re-opened in the fall of 1998 with 400 ninth and tenth grade students and reached the full
range of ninth through twelfth grades during the 2000-2001 school year. Currently, LWHS
serves approximately 2,200 students and has been recognized as a California Distinguished
School. LWHS has four college and career readiness academies, a reputation for rigorous
academics, with an excellent college preparatory program and a range of honors and Advanced
Placement courses. The development of strong programs in the visual, performing, and practical
arts has created avenues for students to demonstrate their creative talents. The athletic program,
numerous student clubs, and an active Associated Student Body (ASB) provide students with a
sense of connectedness to school. Community partnerships present opportunities for students to
make connections between school and the “real world.” LWHS is truly committed to supporting
students in reaching academic and personal success.
Student, Family and community trends
With 33,442 people, Lawndale is the 244th most populated city in the state of California out of
1,497. The largest Lawndale racial/ethnic groups are Hispanic (63.5%) followed by White
(13.4%) and Black (9.6%). In 2013, the median household income of Lawndale residents was
$44,724 as compared to the California median of $58,328. The occupations held by local
residences include Sales and Office Occupations 30.5%, Managerial/ Professional 20.6%,
Service Occupations 21.0%, Construction, Extraction 10.8%, and Maintenance Production,
Transportation, & Material Moving 17.1%. There are 9,555 occupied housing units in
Lawndale; 3,177 (33.2%) were owner-households and 6,378 (66.8%) were renter-households.
There are 2277 households in Lawndale with five or more members, representing 24 percent of
8
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the total households. Almost 20 percent (1,829) of the total households are overcrowded in
Lawndale. HUD’s most common definition of overcrowding is one or more person(s)-per-room
(not bedroom) in a dwelling unit. The average household size of Hispanic households in
Lawndale is 4.14 persons, compared to 3.41 for Asian households, 2.97 for Black households,
and 2.91 for White households. During the last Census it reported there were 1,818 femaleheaded households in Lawndale, 1111 of these households had children. Of the 1,818 femaleheaded households, 23.2 percent were defined as living in poverty. These households need
assistance with housing subsidies, as well as accessible and affordable day care and other
supportive services.
State/Federal program mandates
Since 2012, Lawndale High School has been a schoolwide Title I school. This designation makes
all students eligible to receive Title I services. With the implementation of the state’s new
funding, the Local Control Funding Formula, CVUHSD has adopted its Local Control
Accountability Plan. The school’s Single Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA) supports the
district's LCAP and LEA Plan. CVUHSD was selected for an online FPM (Federal Program
Monitoring) review on March 7-9, 2016. In order to ensure continual compliance with all federal
programs, the district office is working with LWHS administrators, teachers, School Site Council
(SSC), ELAC, and SPAC (School Parent Advisory Committee) to review the FPM instruments
and to collect evidence. The purpose of the School Parent Advisory Committee (SPAC) is to
advise the principal and the SSC on the design, implementation and monitoring of Title I
programs and the day to day, broader structures of the school. Parent Members are elected by
parents of pupils at the school. Parents must constitute a majority of the membership and the
committee should include broad representation of the student population served by the school.
Lawndale High School entered its first year of Program Improvement (PI) implementation
during the 2013-2014 school year. LWHS is required to give parent notification of its PI status,
school choice, and supplemental services. In addition, LWHS operates a Title I school-wide
program, which provides assistance to all students. As part of the Program Improvement status,
LWHS became involved in implementing Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports (PBIS),
Response to Intervention (RTI) and Professional Learning Community (PLC). These student
centered interventions and professional collaborative learning environment will assist LWHS in
getting out of PI.
Parent/community organizations
Community organizations provide opportunities for students to take part in community service,
career awareness, job fairs, and internships. Parents are involved in the decision-making process
at Lawndale High School through their participation on SSC, PIQE, English Learners Advisory
Council, Title I Parent Advisory Committee, GATE Advisory Committee, Guidance Advisory
Council, School Safety Committee, Parent Teacher Organization (PTO). In addition, parents are
strongly encouraged to attend grade level parent meetings, Back-to-School Night, and
department-sponsored parent nights, wherein teachers invite parents to participate in activities
created by students. The Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) program and
Marine Science Academy (MSA) strongly encourage that parents be involved in their student’s
9
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education by scheduling with parent’s quarterly parent meetings and asking them to complete biweekly progress reports. In the 2014-2015 school year LWHS was involved in “Million Father
March” and we plan to continue to improve on this event. While there is no formal Educational
Foundation in place, parent volunteers and alumni are called upon to assist with fundraising
events as well as phone banking and student /staff recognition activities.
Parents can get involved by volunteering and attending meetings with our governing boards such
as SSC, English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC), and Parent Advisory Committee. At the
district level parents and students volunteer to be involved with the District Site Leadership
Team and LCAP Advisory Board Meetings. The district and the school sites publicize through
and Blackboard connect messages asking for parents to participate. Most meetings are open
unless there a planning meeting were specific input is required.
We currently do not have a PTA/PTO but would like to start one in the near future with the
assistance of our district Title I & Parent Involvement Specialist. We have many parents
interested in volunteering at the school site and need help organizing and mobilizing them to
maximize time.
LWHS also created a new Community Liaison position in the Fall 2015. The function and duties
include providing services as a communication link between the school and members of the
educational community, some of whom may be experiencing linguistic and cultural differences,
provide translation and interpretative services pertaining to both oral and written communication.
The Liaison will also assist in the planning, organization, and coordination of advisory
committee functions and activities. The goal is to increase the number of parents at the SSC
meetings, ELAC meetings and school wide events. There are future plans to provide workshops
for parents and volunteer opportunities for them. The ultimate goal is to create a strong group of
parents that feels empowered and involved in LWHS’s decisions. We are currently working on
developing and launching our “Parent Center” for the 2016-2017 school year. This will provide
another channel of support to increase student achievement and increase the parent/community
support for our high school.
Community foundation programs
Lawndale High School has effective partnerships with Centinela Youth Services (CYS),
Richstone Family Therapy, Hawthorne Teen Center, UCLA Shape tutors, and STARVIEW
which all serve as support services for students social, emotional, and mental health. We refer
students to CYS for services like Victim Offender Restitution Services (VORS), Families Able
to Resolve Conflict (FARS), and Students Able to Resolve Conflict (STARS). VORS is and
evidence-based program that gives youth offenders the opportunity to understand the harm they
have caused, ‘make right’ their wrongs and become accountable for their actions regarding a
particular offense that was committed. The goal of Family Mediation is to strengthen their
relationships with one another, help resolve conflicts between them and link to other beneficial
community resources. We have a school-based therapist from Richstone on site to provide our
students with a number of support services. The therapist provides crisis counseling and
individual counseling to address depression, anxiety, relationship issues, loss of a loved one,
academic/school stressors, etc. Group therapy services provide grief and anger management,
10
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along with gender specific groups that help them with pervasive issues. Upon meeting with
students they are able to provide them or their family with additional resources or referrals when
necessary. Richstone has serviced 166 students this academic year. Hawthorne Teen Center also
provide many after school resources that are available to our students. Those resources include
access to arts and crafts, homework assistance, job club, mentoring, Youth Council, field trips,
recreation activities and more.
School/business relationships
The business community supports Lawndale High School by providing student scholarships,
internships, guest speakers and financial support. International Rectifier has served as a corporate
sponsor for the Marine Science Academy for the past six years, supplying funds for experiential
learning activities (field trips), scholarships for graduating seniors, and summer internships.
Northrop Grumman’s after-school engineering program and sponsorship of the district’s
Robotics program allows students to collaborate with engineers and gain hands-on experience in
the math and science fields. A partnership with El Camino College has brought college classes
onto Lawndale High School’s campus and the availability of an outreach counselor on a weekly
basis. Many other local businesses donate both time and money to support student success in the
areas of academics, the art, athletics, and school/staff recognition.
Staff Description: Number of certificated staff and classified staff, include number of qualified
personnel for counseling and other pupil support services and substitutes. Provide data on the
gender and ethnicity of the staff.
Total Active Certificated 116 (including 5 administrators, 5 counselors, 2 DIS counselors, and 1
speech therapist), 53% Female and 47% Male. Total Active Classified 65: 64% Female and 36%
Male. The average years of teaching experience for our teachers is ten years.
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Of the certificated staff in 2014-15, 18% had a Baccalaureate Degree, 18% had a Baccalaureate
Degree + 30 units, 2% were in a fifth year within their Baccalaureate Degree, 32% with a
Master’s, 28% had a Master’s + 30, and 2% had a Special Degree (Juris Doctor). Sixty-two
percent of the certificated staff have advanced degrees of a Master’s or higher. There are no
teachers instructing outside credentialed areas. There are no teachers with emergency permits.

WASC Accreditation History
Lawndale reopened as a comprehensive high school in 1997-98 with limited grade enrollment
that grew over the next few years, and subsequently participated in the initial WASC
accreditation process during the 2000-2001 school year. Sixty classified and certificated staff
members worked with the leadership team to create ESLRs, examine student achievement data,
and develop the “Candidate for Accreditation” document. Lawndale High School was given a
favorable recommendation, and soon after, began preparation for the full WASC self-study
accreditation process. In the fall of 2002, the Lawndale High School staff began preparing for the
2003-2004 WASC self-study process. The leadership team met to review the previous visitation
and establish a timeline for completion of the self-study. Stakeholders reviewed and ultimately
revised the ESLRs, met in home groups and focus groups to analyze student achievement,
identified critical areas of need, and established an action plan. In March of 2004, the WASC
visiting team conducted their visitation and awarded Lawndale High School a six-year
accreditation with a three-year review. The last WASC Self Study was completed in 2010 and at
the time a 6-year accreditation was received with a three-year midterm review in 2013.
12
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School purpose
The overarching mission and vision of Lawndale’s faculty, staff and students reflects Centinela
Valley Union High School District’s vision:
The mission of the CVUHSD is to ensure the academic success of all students by
implementing school to career academies to address all learning needs and
choices, reflecting the industry careers in the South Bay.
Vision Statement
The Centinela Valley Union High School District believes that all students can
learn, and expects each and every student to make continuous progress toward
meeting and exceeding the California State Standards. Our success as educators
can only be measured by the success of our students and that success must and
will be the driving force behind everything we do.
To that end, the Centinela Valley Union High School District believes that the
following tenets are necessary in order for all our students to be successful.
1. It is not enough for us to teach and assume that our students have learned. Learning will
be continuously assessed in order to evaluate the success of our teaching.
2. We will never blame students. Their success is our responsibility. When our students
fail, we fail. Policies and practices of the District and its’ employees will foster and never
be a hindrance to student success. These policies and practices include, but are not
limited to Instruction, Grading, Placement, Curriculum and Discipline.
3. All students have the right to access the most rigorous curriculum, and when appropriate,
will be given any necessary support to be successful in the most advanced courses.
4. Our responsibility goes beyond the earning of a high school diploma. We will advance a
curriculum that provides both academic and career-technical skills so that students have
the choice to enter and be successful in a four-year university and/or obtain an industry
job from a variety of career pathways.
Lawndale High School embraces the ideals articulated in the school’s Mission Statement:
Lawndale High School’s mission is to graduate all students with high levels of
critical thinking and interpersonal skills. Through diverse, culturally-relevant, and
research-based instructional practices graduates will be empowered to take
ownership of their environment, be positive contributors and global citizens.
Expanding upon the Mission Statement, Lawndale High School’s Vision Statement articulates
the staff’s vision for all students: Lawndale High School cultivates a positive learning
environment where each student is confident and self-sufficient in their pursuit of post-secondary
success at an institute of higher learning, in a career and life.
13
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Expected Schoolwide Learning Results (ESLRs)

A.R.I.S.E.
Academic Achievers who:
·Meet or exceed the California State Standards in all courses required for graduation
·Demonstrate proficiency in the higher order thinking skills of application, analysis, synthesis,
and evaluation
·Challenge themselves academically by enrolling in courses leading to completion of all “a-g”
requirements
Real-World Decision Makers who:
·Set short and long term personal, academic, and professional goals
·Develop solutions to problems and formulate recommendations based on justifiable rationale
·Make informed and responsible choices in regards to finances, fitness, and nutrition
·Are prepared to actively participate in the political process
Independent Thinkers who:
·Complete projects using a variety of resources
·Transfer knowledge learned in the classroom to real-world applications
·Demonstrate creativity outside of the academic realm
·Construct and judge the validity of a logical argument
Socially-Aware Community Members who:
·Contribute time, energy, and talents to improve the quality of life for themselves, their school,
community, state, nation, and world
· Understand how action, or lack of action, affect one’s self, others, and the community at large
·Demonstrate skills in resolving conflicts through positive, non-violent alternatives
·Exhibit knowledge of diverse cultures that fosters appreciation for individual differences
Effective Communicators who:
·Deliver persuasive oral speeches and presentations demonstrating effective use of posture, eye
contact, body language, voice intonation, rhetorical devices, and technology
·Produce logical written arguments for a target audience using a clear thesis, supporting
evidence, and proper diction/syntax
·Work collaboratively in groups by completing individualized tasks, respecting others’ opinions,
and demonstrating leadership skills
·Listen to and comprehend information as demonstrated by the ability to re-teach information to
peers, take effective notes, and deliver accurate summaries.

14
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Student Learning Objectives (SLO’s)
Three years ago the district spent time gathering input across all school sites in the district to
develop the Graduate Profile. This profile contains many of the Expected Schoolwide Learning
Results found in our last WASC report in 2010 and 2013. The staff recognizes the Graduate
Profile as Schoolwide Learner Outcomes but more work needs to be done to clearly
communicate to stakeholders how we will measure student progress towards meeting these
outcomes. The academic standards are clarified and measured through the a-g requirements.
Students and parents are reminded of their progress towards meeting a-g through their course
grades, multiple counselor meetings with students, and parent informational meetings.
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PBIS Behavioral Expectations
Lawndale High School created the “ROCKS” acronym, when we adopted the Positive Behavior
Intervention Support (PBIS) in the 2013-2014 school year. The goal was to set a common
language and goals of expectations for all our students. We reinforce our ROCKS with grade
level assemblies at the start of each year. Teachers reinforce daily ROCKS behavior with giving
out “Cardinal Cash” which students can cash in at our store school for gift cards or other items.
We have ROCKS posters posted in all classrooms. Thought out the campus there are ROCKS
banners that address those particular areas within our campus.

R-Respect:
●

The expectation that all students respect their campus, their peers, the staff, and their
education.

O-Ownership:
●

Take responsibility for your words, actions, and your education.

C-Commitment:
●

All students come to school each day prepared, bring all the materials required for them to
achieve their academic success, eager to learn, and actively participate in class.

K-Kindness:
●

Support everyone on campus in a courteous, thoughtful, and caring manner.

S-Safety:
●

Following the school rules, the directions of LWHS staff, and notify staff of any potential
treats or dangers.

Brief history or past ACS WASC accreditations
The last WASC Self Study was completed in 2010 and at the time a 6-year accreditation was
received with a three-year midterm review in April of 2013. The Visiting committee noted the
school had five growth needs that addressed the eight critical areas for follow-up identified
during the self-study visit in 2010. The VC in 2013 had no further recommendations or any new
concerns. The review committee was confident that administration, faculty, and staff would
continue to commit to a positive nurturing supporting school environment.
16
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Program improvement status of school
The school is considered to be part of the federal Comprehensive School Reform (CSR)
program. In 2012-13, CVUHSD contracted with Action Learning Systems to train teachers on
Direct Interactive Instruction (DII). There is a schoolwide (and district wide) expectation that DII
strategies are to be utilized in all classes. LWHS currently works with UCLA’s Center X
Program to train teachers and administrators on how to build effective Professional Learning
Communities (PLC). The school is incorporating strategies from Adaptive Schools Training to
build a more collaborative structure and shared vision among all staff members. The expectation
is for all site administrators and leadership team members to be trained with strategies from
Adaptive Schools within the next few years. At both the district and site level, the staff is
currently working toward strengthening its Professional Learning Communities (PLC). In June
2014, the entire LWHS staff (including classified personnel) was asked to read Richard
DuFour’s Raising the Bar and Closing the Gap: Whatever It Takes. The theoretical framework
and research discussed is currently being used as an impetus of change within the district and our
school. In the 2014-2015, school year LWHS’s teachers voted in a 4x4 block schedule for the
2015-2016 school year. This bell schedule has 90 minute weekly collaborations built in for our
PLC time. The 2016-2017 school year will reflect the same bell schedule. Also, the district has
been through the District Assistance and Intervention Team (DAIT) audit process (2008-2010).
The DAIT team’s findings prompted the District and school to re-examine its instructional
programs. As a result, the Local Educational Agency Plan (LEA) was completely overhauled.
The district’s improvement plans are articulated in the LEA Plan.
LCAP Identified Needs and Description of Goals that apply to the school:
Describe how the parents and community gave input to the process
A series of three LCAP meetings (March 20, 2015; April 17, 2015; and May 15, 2015) took
place during the 2014-2015 school year at our District Office. They were coordinated and
managed by our Assist Superintendent of Educational Services. Invited to all the District Site
Leadership Team meetings where parents and community members. They were a part of our
LCAP Stakeholder Team Members. Within each meeting there were breakout teams in which
parents and community members were in each of those teams. The first meeting focused on
vision and mission development, goal setting, and data analysis. The second meeting focused on
the existing Local Control & Accountability Plan (LCAP). The third and final meeting focused
on the annual update of the LCAP.
State the Identified Needs taken from the district LCAP that apply to the school
For Year 2015
● 93.9% is the average daily attendance rate for P2
● 20% of all students have chronic absenteeism (Missed 10% or more of school for any
reason, including excused and unexcused absences)
● Of the 20%, 18% are Black or African American students, 17.9% English Learner
students, 74% Low Income students, 15.3% Special Education students and 1.6% Foster
Youth
● 215 of all students were suspended at least once
17
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●
●
●
●

○ Of the 215 students, 28.8% are Black or African American students, 15.8%
English Learner students, 74% Low Income students, 26% Special Education
students and 1.4% Foster Youth
21 of all students were expelled
○ Of the 21 students, 38% are Black or African American students, 19% English
Learner students, 67% Low Income students and 10% Foster Youth
23% of all parents attended Back to School Night
1685 of all parents earned a Parenting Certificate from the Parent Institute of Quality
Education (PIQE)
No baseline data is available for senior parents attending Senior Information Night

State the metric that will measure progress toward obtaining the Identified Need
LCAP Year 1: 2015-16
● Improved student outcomes related to academic achievement (See Goal 1).
● Reduce implicit racial and ethnic bias related to disproportionate suspending and
expelling African American students by implementing RTI and PBIS, and training RTI
Specialists on restorative approaches to discipline (Suspension and Expulsion data
monitored by Director of Student Services).
● The Foster and Homeless Youth Liaison ensures all foster and homeless youth are
receiving educational counseling from foster youth counselors at school sites who have
the skills, knowledge, qualifications and training needed to fully execute their job
responsibilities (Site Visit and Counseling Data monitored by Coordinator of special
Projects).
● Develop a plan to prioritize foster and homeless youth, and systematically provide
academic, vocational/career, and personal guidance counseling to 100% of the foster
youth (LCAP audit).
● A college-going culture is promoted at each school through the use of Naviance (Site
Analytics monitored by Director of Student Services). 100% of 9th grade students are
fully engaged in the use of Naviance for college and career planning through the 9th
grade elective course.
● Student support in the form of a Response to Intervention and Instruction RTI2 model is
fully implemented, resulting in:
○ Increase the attendance rate from 93.9% to 95.9%
○ Decrease the chronic absenteeism rate from 20% to 18%
○ Decrease the suspension rate 3.1% to 1.6%
○ Decrease the expulsion rate 0.3% to 0.2%
○ Establish baseline data from the Healthy Kids Survey
● District administrators and teachers on special assignment conduct quarterly Learning
Walks across all district school sites utilizing the CVUHSD observation tool to aggregate
data regarding implementation of the Common Core State
● Standards, key instructional practices and classroom environment.
● Site administrators conduct Learning Walks twice a month and include teacher leaders.
● The Parent Involvement Plan is updated with input from the DELAC and the DPAC and
the action plan is fully implemented to increase parental and community involvement.
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● By August 2016, the LEA will improve and increase parent outreach strategies so that
there will be a 5% growth from the 14-15 baseline parent involvement data.
● Establish 2015-2016 baseline data to improve senior parent attendance at senior
information night.
● Increase parent attendance at Back to School Night from 23% to 25%.
● Increase the total of parents who earn a Parenting Certificate from Parent Institute of
Quality Education (PIQE) from 1685 to 1719.
● All teachers implement the CVUHSD data protocol to analyze Common Formative
Assessment (CFA) results twice a month during site-based PLC course team meetings in
order to make data-based decisions regarding instruction and Response to Intervention.
● Voluntary Peer Assistance Review (PAR) enrollment increases from 6 teachers to 10
teachers.
List the Description of Goals taken from the District LCAP
Current Goals
Goal: Close the achievement gap between all students and the District's five lowest performing
subgroups by increasing the percentage of EL, Black/African-American, SPED, Foster Youth,
and Low Income students who graduate and meet A-G requirements.
Goal: Build local capacity to fully implement of evidenced-based practices in all educational
settings and organizational environments to promote students' academic achievement and
behavioral health.
Goal: Enhance the capacity of the organization to implement innovative, research-based
programs that address the organization's primary needs and each school's particular
circumstances. Appropriate systems of school support are fully operational at the organizational
level by ensuring the alignment of educational, human, and fiscal resources. Data is relied upon
to identify and implement programs, all of which are research-based and aligned with the
Common Core State Standards.
Funding Goals (3)
(Goal 1) Focus on improving universal access to ensure unduplicated pupils have access to highquality curriculum and instruction. To improve universal access, professional learning for
teachers and support staff focuses on scaffolding and directing instruction to meet the needs of
unduplicated pupils in all educational settings and on supporting the implementation of the
Common Core State Standards. Even more strategic support for the implementation of CSSS, the
Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS), and instructional technology is provided through
the expansion of the district- and site-based instructional coaching team. The majority of the
district’s professional learning will be delivered through the district’s Professional Learning
Communities (PLC) model of collaboration.
To build the capacity to sustain universal access, existing programs or initiatives with universal
design principles and elements that make materials more accessible to unduplicated students,
including integrating academics with real-world work experiences through the continued
implementation of Linked Learning, Class Size Reduction and small-size academic intervention
support classes, Advanced Placement, Advancement Via Individualized Determination, Co19
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Teaching (Goal 1) focus on improving universal access to ensure unduplicated pupils have
access to high-quality curriculum and instruction. To improve universal access, professional
learning for teachers and support staff focuses on scaffolding and directing instruction to meet
the needs of unduplicated pupils in all educational settings and on supporting the implementation
of the Common Core State Standards. Even more strategic support for the implementation of
CSSS, the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS), and instructional technology is provided
through the expansion of the district- and site-based instructional coaching team. The majority of
the district’s professional learning will be delivered through the district’s Professional Learning
Communities (PLC) model of collaboration. To build the capacity to sustain universal access,
existing programs or initiatives with universal design principles and elements that make
materials more accessible to unduplicated students, including integrating academics with realworld work experiences through the continued implementation of Linked Learning, Class Size
Reduction, and small-size academic intervention support classes, Advanced Placement,
Advancement Via Individualized Determination, Co-Teaching, and Arts for All are enhanced to
increase access and better meet the needs of unduplicated pupils. Unduplicated pupils below
grade level and those with additional academic, personal, or socio-emotional needs are provided
additional supports, including CAHSEE preparation, extended operational hours and after-school
tutoring and mentoring, and provide summer learning.
(Goal 2) Focus on creating a safe, inclusive, and positive school climate, which includes
enhanced support for social and emotional learning and revolves around fully implementing both
sides of the PBIS pyramid and early identification through a responsive data-tracking system that
monitors LCAP metrics. Planned expenditures also target improved communication with
families ($26,100) for the benefit of expanding family partnerships to support improved student
learning outcomes and attendance. Additionally, funds support increased opportunities for
students to engage in athletics as a means of student recruitment and retention, as well as of
increasing students’ academic engagement and achievement and provide targeted supports and
services for Foster Youth and Low Income Pupils, including collaboration with county child
welfare advocates, court-appointed special advocates, educational rights holders, and caregivers.
(Goal 3) Focus on establishing policy and infrastructure related to student data to shift the culture
of the organization by further establishing a college-going culture, growing an International
Baccalaureate Program, and completing initial Professional Learning Community training for
site guiding coalitions model district-wide to ensure student services and data-based decision
making become the foundation of the organization and the catalyst for change. These funds also
support the upgrading of technology infrastructure, equipment, and software in order to engage
all students in the rigors of the CCSS and prepare them for next generation assessments and
assess academic achievement through a balanced assessments system which monitors student
progress and meets state accountability requirements. Finally, Concentration and Supplemental
funds related to the third tier (Goal 3) ensure the sufficiency of instructional materials,
maintenance of clean and safe facilities, and the implementation of a system of support for
teachers in need of instructional assistance.
GOALS from prior year LCAP:
Goal: Improve outcomes for students in the ELL, African-American, Special Education, Foster,
and Low Income subgroups, and by gender within Hispanic and African-American subgroups,
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who perform below District, County, and State overall averages in academic performance (i.e.
API), testing (i.e. CAHSEE, SAT, AP), and postsecondary transition (i.e. graduation and dropout
rates and UC/CSU readiness).
Goal: Build local capacity to implement and institutionalize evidence-based practices by
establishing policies and practices that promote students' academic achievement and behavioral
health by scaling-up implementation of evidenced-based practices in education settings and work
environments.
Goal: Ensure appropriate systems of school support are fully operational at the organizational
level. Educational, human, and fiscal resources are aligned to ensure that all students are taught
by highly qualified teachers, are provided State approved textbooks, and attend schools that are
clean and in safe condition. Data is relied upon to identify and implement programs, all of which
are research-based and aligned with the Common Core State Standards. Formative interim and
summative assessments are institutionalized and drive instructional decision-making. A schoolwide Response to Intervention (RTI2) Model is fully supported to establish an early-warning
system for identifying student at-risk of dropping out. Partnerships with key external
organizations and agencies ensure compliance with LCAP priorities. Professional learning
focuses on addressing the needs of unduplicated pupils to support their full inclusion and access
to a rigorous academic program and positive learning environment. A focus on vertical
articulation is central to the mission of the District and relationships with feeder districts
becomes a priority. Summer bridge and transition programs are instrumental to student success
and thus become an organizational priority.
School Program Data
Briefly describe the regular program of study that all students experience
All LWHS students are provided access to coherent, relevant, equitable, and rigorous curriculum
throughout our classrooms and programs. They are aligned with the district and state standards.
Students are enrolled in UC “a-g” requirements. They have access to UC/CSU approved, college
preparatory courses. The courses are dedicated towards a college preparatory environment.
Students are supported through various channels of support whether it be IEP’s, 504 Plans, ELD,
and AP/Honors programs. Students are on a 4x4 Block Schedule which allows them to take
more courses, recover credits, and the flexibility in being involved in an academy and other
programs such as AVID.
9th Grade House
Lawndale’s Freshman House is a small learning community comprised of freshmen teachers,
administrators, support staff, and students. The Freshman House experience is designed to aid
freshman students with their transition from middle school to high school through the
development and foundation of district and schoolwide norms that serve to prepare students for
the next three years of high school and beyond. This experience is maintained and supported by
effective teaching and learning strategies and academic interventions. The Freshman House
experience is also supported through positive behavioral interventions (PBIS) and Link Krew, a
student leadership program that links freshman students with upperclassmen who serve as
mentors.
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Career Pathway Academies

The Academy of Media Arts (AMA) at Lawndale High School prepares students for success in
postsecondary education and entry into the arts, media, and entertainment industries. Students in
the AMA will hone media arts skills and develop career goals through completion of
interdisciplinary project-based curriculum, career development opportunities, and the preparation
of a professional portfolio.
AMA is continually working to strengthen partnerships with companies and individuals
throughout the business, education, and entertainment industries. Notable partners include:
UCLA SHAPE (Students Heightening Academic Performance through Education) tutoring,
Pullias Center for Higher Education, University of Southern California, Lawndale Cable
Channel, Omega Props, Mole-Richardson, Cal State University Dominguez Hills, Columbia
College of Hollywood, Musicians Institute Los Angeles, El Camino College, South Bay
Workforce Investment Board, and the South Bay Digital Media Arts Consortium

American Sign Language Academy (ASLA) is the 3rd most used language in the country. The
demand for interpreters, Deaf advocates, and teachers of Deaf students provides our students
with career opportunities. ASLA prepares our students to work with the Deaf community and
pursue an exciting career. Our Academy outcomes are listed below:
College and Career Ready Individuals: Graduates of the American Sign Language Academy
will have a complete portfolio including a resume, mentorship experience with accompanying
letters of recommendation, and internship experience to utilize in pursuit of any career they
22
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choose.
¨ Effective Communicators: Graduates of ASLA will be able to effectively communicate their
thoughts and goals in both professional and non-professional environments through speaking,
listening, writing, reading and ASL.
¨ Ethical Leaders: ASLA graduates will become leaders with principles able to make ethical
and moral decisions while being culturally aware and sensitive.
¨ Independent & Collaborative Critical Thinkers and Problem Solvers: ASLA graduates
will be equipped to effectively think through and solve complex problems and situations together
and utilize all resources at their disposal.
¨ Socially Aware and Responsive Community Members: ASLA graduates are informed about
issues impacting Deaf communities locally and globally. Be prepared to make decisions to
advocate for both themselves and the Deaf community while actively completing volunteer hours
within their local Deaf community.
Some of our Industry Partnerships include Hearzero Inc., Greater Los Angeles Agency on
Deafness, and CSUN - Deaf Studies Department,

The Biomedical Careers Academy (BCA) prepares students to take advantage of the tremendous
career opportunities available in health and science. The hands-on, project-based, and problembased curriculum engages students, allows them to explore the wide variety of healthcare and
science career options, and equips them with knowledge and skills necessary to pursue a career
or further education in the biomedical sciences. The Biomedical Careers Academy prepares
students to pursue a great variety of careers in the Health and Medical fields by providing a
strong foundation in Science and Laboratory Skills, Basic Clinical Skills. All BCA Sophomores,
Juniors and Seniors are trained in First Aid and CPR.
The academy is partnered with the South Bay Workforce Investment Board, UCLA Blood and
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Platelet Center, El Camino College, San Diego Zoo Institute for Conservation Research, Beach
Cities Health District, Phenomenex, and Pancreatic Cancer Action Network. Students in the
academy have a Graduation Rate: 97%, CAHSEE Pass Rate: 100%, and CAHSEE Proficiency
Rate: 85%

The Marine Science Academy (MSA) goal is to prepare students for the rigors of a four-year
university science program, with a special emphasis on marine science topics, technology and
career opportunities. An experienced and enthusiastic team of teachers, counselors and
administrators are working together to maintain a rigorous science-based academy in which all
students are engaged and taking responsibility for their education. MSA students are guided,
supported and encouraged in their academic pursuits and are provided a solid framework in
which they feel safe to accept challenges and create their own educational opportunities.
Some of the MSA partnerships include Heal the Bay, CSULB Shark Lab, CIMI, Roundhouse
Aquarium, Cabrillo Marine Aquarium, Long Beach Aquarium, and Dive and Surf
Intervention programs
Lawndale High School has made great strides in our intervention programs.
● Positive Behaviors Interventions and Supports (PBIS) was launched in 2013-2014 school
year. Response to Interventions (RTI) was implemented during the 2014-2015 school
year. In the 2015-2016 school year two “Intervention Specialists” Teacher On Special
Assignment (TOSA) were created that focus on PBIS/RTI for students that come into
Tier II and III level. Check In Check Out (CICO), Behavioral Contracts, School Based
Counseling (FARS), and SART Contracts are utilized. Lawndale has partnered with
Richstone, Centinela Youth Services (CYS), and Loyola Marymount University’s
Restorative Practices program. These programs address the Social-Emotional needs of
our students, their families, and are on-site services.
● In the 2014-2015 school year teachers voted in our new “4 x 4 Block Schedule” for the
2015-2016 school. This greatly expanded our ability to schedule additional classes into
our normal school for students that are in need of them. Weekly teacher collaborations
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●
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and PLC time is now built into the schedule. The PBIS/RTI Tier 1-3 structure has
continued to develop.
Through our Career Center our students go El Camino College (ECC) and show them the
CTE programs that are offered. Last year about 50 students were able to visit the campus
during one trip. This year another group of students will be visiting the campus in
March. We are working with ECC to expand this program so that we are allowed to
bring more students onto their campus. The goal would be for LWHS students to be able
to make three to four trips (50 students per trip) per school year. Students have been
traveling to Santa Monica College (SMC) so that they make take the placement test on
campus. SMC provides transportation costs for one bus. To qualify for the the students
have already submitted their applications and done their online orientation for SMC.
Students also go to the Blueprint for Workplace Success Job Fair in Inglewood.
Approximately 150 students are taken to the Cash for College Convention every year so
the kids can learn about the different ways and through which agencies they can generate
money for college.
We have various trade schools come and do presentations at our Career Center. We are
in partnerships with El Camino College and CSU Dominguez Hills called the “South Bay
Promise.” Our students get individual help with admission applications and extra support
while in college. This support includes supplemental classes, extra counseling and
workshops (financial aid, choosing a major, and tutoring). Lawndale has its own online
e2020 credit recovery program. Lawndale High School has our “9th Grade House” that
houses and guides all our freshman students. Our Link Crew program allows the upper
class men to mentor all our freshman students. We have a robust AVID program with
two AVID teachers for each grade level. Saturday School has been in effect for three
years. Students that require a more intensive intervention we can refer them Lloyde
Continuation High School or Centinela Valley Independent Studies school. We also
provide Home Studies for those students that qualify for that program.
UCLA SHAPE Programs provides educational support services through our after-school
tutoring program. The UCLA Shape tutors provide peer tutoring and peer mentoring in
all areas and subjects. The tutors are available Monday through Thursday from 3:15 to
6:00pm in the Media Center. Students can drop in any time or schedule an appointment
through the counseling office
E2020 classes are offered for students with credit deficiencies due to a ranges of factors.
This customized technology is usually applied to juniors and seniors who are credit
deficient and are in danger of not graduating on time. Core courses in the E2020
curriculum are UC approved, so that students could still be eligible for college admission,
even though they participate in the credit recovery program.
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Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID)
Vision

The core component of the AVID program is the AVID elective, which immerses students in a
college-going culture by:
● supporting students as they challenge themselves in more rigorous classes
● teaching students study skills, note-taking, time management, and writing and research

skills
● providing AVID Tutorials, which are collaborative study groups led by trained tutors
from local colleges and universities
● providing access to information about colleges and universities through guest speakers,
scholarship opportunities, and field trips
Mission

AVID’s mission is to close the achievement gap by preparing all students for college readiness
and success in a global society AVID's mission is to ensure that all students, specifically those
who are in the middle, will:
● succeed in a rigorous curriculum
● complete a rigorous college preparatory path
● increase their enrollment in 4-year colleges
● become educated, responsible participants and leaders in a democratic society
Overview
AVID is a college preparatory program for students who might not traditionally attend college.
The AVID teachers guide students through skills necessary for college eligibility and for success
once they arrive there. The AVID program is continually seeking ways to make LWHS a more
college going culture.
This year marks the 15th year of the AVID program at LWHS. LWHS is proud of the number of
successful AVID students who are entering four-year universities. The AVID site team meets
twice a month after school to discuss issues of the program and ways of increasing access to
college for all students.
All AVID elective teachers have attended the AVID Summer Institute, as well as some non26
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AVID elective teachers. The AVID elective teachers at LWHS teach the same grade level each
year in order to master the content that is delivered for that class. This has been invaluable when
there is turnover in the staff as there is always someone experienced to bring the new elective
teacher up to speed on the material.
Program Analysis

Over the last six years, 100 percent of seniors enrolled in AVID graduated. Over 95 percent of
AVID seniors have enrolled in Advanced Placement/Honors courses and have met UC/CSU “ag” requirements. All AVID seniors apply to a four-year institution. However, not all of them are
able to go directly to a four-year college. Instead, some of them go to a local community college
due to financial and/or familial constraints. On average more than two thirds of our graduating
seniors attend a 4-year university the following year. AVID students are also actively involved
in extracurricular activities. A number of students hold leadership roles on campus. LWHS has
one of the largest AVID programs in Los Angeles County. Currently, AVID serves 276 students
(more than 10% of our population): 75 freshmen, 79 sophomores, 56 juniors and 66 seniors. The
CAHSEE pass rate for sophomores enrolled in AVID has been over 95 percent and is
consistently higher than the overall pass rate at LWHS. All AVID seniors and juniors took the
required college entrance exams (SAT and ACT). Junior AVID is strong SAT prep, as one of
the elective teachers has extensive College Board SAT training. All AVID sophomores and
juniors took the PSAT October 13th, 2015. In addition, four year plans embedded into the AVID
curriculum help students not only maintain UC/CSU “a-g” compliance, but also ensure that high
school graduation requirements are met. AVID demonstrates rigor by having:
● 50 percent of AVID freshmen enrolled in at least one honors course
● 76 percent of AVID sophomores have taken or are currently taking an honors or AP

course
● 86 percent of current AVID juniors have taken an honors course while 78 percent are

currently enrolled or have taken an AP course
● 93 percent of AVID Seniors have taken an honors course, while 91 percent of AVID

Seniors have taken or are currently taking an AP course. The data reinforces that AVID
takes average students and pushes them to be college-bound, competitive, and wellrounded students.
Intervention Programs for English Learners (EL)
Lawndale uses the following courses: Flex 44, SAI Read180, English Intensive 1 and 2, ELD
Combo utilizing Edge curriculum, sheltered core classes. We use CELDT and Scholastic
Reading Inventory (SRI) for our general assessments. To assist, counsel and keep parents
connected we have El General meetings, English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC), District
English Learner Advisory Committee (DELAC), Richstone, PIQE, ELD, and send out Parent
Notification Letters. To continue teacher Professional Development we have had meetings
during teacher prep periods to introduce the new ELD standards and sheltered/scaffolded
instruction strategies. Our ELD coordinator is Mr. Munoz, we have a district ELD Coach Ms.
Guerra, two ELD Tutors, and Mr. Wardrop an Associate Principal to provide support to our ELD
program. For the 2015-2016 school year the district ELD Coach is providing Long Term English
Learner instructional support on LWHS’s campus every Thursday. Teachers that have a high
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numbers of Long Term English Learners in their classes are working closely with the ELD
Coach. This support is also available for any teachers who would like support with their Long
Term English Learner Students (LTELS).
Interventions for students below proficient in state standards (include state-funded and
federally funded services if the school is designated to receive Title I funding
LWHS operates a Title I School Wide Program. A schoolwide program is a comprehensive
reform strategy focused on upgrading the entire educational program. LWHS has since 2012
conducted an annual needs assessment and submission of Schoolwide status and has been
annually approved. The primary goal is to ensure that all below proficient students are supported
so that the can demonstrate proficient and advanced levels of achievement on State academic
achievement standards. Read180, ELA Success and ALEKS are currently being utilized for the
academic improvement.
Services available for students designated with special learning needs.
Learning Center – Students are provided with a designated class that meets 3 times a week where
students have the opportunity to “catch up” on missing work. Make-up missing tests and
quizzes, and get help and support from a fully credentialed teacher. Learning center also
provides a quiet distraction free environment where students with special learning needs can go
to take a test using their accommodations (extra time, notes etc.) without reprisal from other
students.
Designated Instructional Services – (DIS) counseling services provided to a student’s behavioral
and emotional needs that affect their ability to benefit from their special education program and
are manifested primarily at school.
Educationally Related Mental Health Services - (ERMHS) is defined as services provided to a
student whose behavioral and emotional needs are documented to be more intense in frequency,
duration or intensity, affect their ability to benefit from their special education program, and are
manifested as school, at home and in the community.
Speech and Language - provide evaluation and remediation services for the following disorders
or delays: articulation (pronunciation of words), fluency (stuttering), voice, receptive language
(comprehension), expressive language, pragmatic language (social skills), oral motor skills and
swallowing.
Specialized Academic Instruction - Specially designed instruction means adapting as appropriate
to the needs of the eligible child under this part, the content, methodology, or delivery of
instruction to address the unique needs of the child that result from the child’s disability; and
educational standards within the jurisdiction of the public agency that apply to all children, and
to ensure access of the child to the general curriculum, so that the child can meet the educational
standards within the jurisdiction of the public agency that apply to all children.
Occupational Therapy –The therapeutic use of work, self-care, and play activities to increase
development and prevent disability. It may include adaptation of task or environment to achieve
maximum independence and to enhance the quality of life.
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Social Skills Training -Social skills training (SST) is a form of behavior therapy used by
teachers, therapists, and trainers to help persons who have difficulties relating to other people.
This involves teaching persons who may or may not have emotional problems about the verbal
as well as nonverbal behaviors involved in social interactions. (provided by N.P.A)
Adaptive Physical Education - physical education which has been adapted or modified, so that it
is as appropriate for the person with a disability as it is for a person without a disability. This
includes teaching physical and motor skills, fundamental motor skills and patterns (throwing,
catching, walking, running, etc.) and skills in aquatics, dance, and individual and group games
and sports (including intramural and lifetime sports)
E.R.I.C.S. – Emotionally Related Intensive Counseling Services - is defined as services
provided to a student whose behavioral and emotional needs are documented to be more intense
in frequency, duration or intensity, affect their ability to benefit from their special education
program, and are manifested as school, at home and in the community.
College Awareness – Involves teaching students about the process involved in completing their
secondary education, requirements and prerequisites of two-year community colleges and four
year universities. Students are also taught how to find information about colleges, universities,
and trade schools locally and abroad through direct instruction, and firsthand experience.
Career Awareness – Involves teaching students to develop their career awareness. Meaning,
students are shown how to find knowledge of career paths and job opportunities that are
available to them in the post-secondary career, as well as the skills and qualifications necessary
to be successful in these positions.
Transition Services–Offers vocational assessments to measure areas of interests, post-secondary
opportunities and training to our students with special needs. The district is committed to
collaborating closely, with our LWHS site team, throughout the IEP process. In addition, our
Transition Services office collaborates with outside agencies, such as, the California Department
of Rehabilitation, Workability I Program, the California Promise Initiative and the Transition
Partnership Program (TPP). LWHS students, through the IEP process, are placed on a job,
within the community and based upon career’s desires and availability. The students seeking
employment are encouraged to join the JOB CLUB and work with a District Transition
Specialist throughout this process.
Special needs students are “mainstreamed into all general education classrooms. Mainstreaming
is reserved only for students that are capable of meeting the same requirements as a general
education student with only minimal to moderate accommodation support. This is determined at
the student's annual IEP meeting and is up for discussion each year, and is based on a variety of
factors including but not limited to, the student's’ present levels of performance in (reading
fluency, reading comprehension, mathematics, and writing), motivation, attendance, and social
emotional well-being. There are also students that are in mainstream classes for the majority of
their day, but remain in special education classes only in their area of deficit. (e.g. little Johnny's
present levels of performance in English language arts are grade level, but he has a severe deficit
in math calculation. Therefore, he will be in "mainstream" classes for everything but
mathematics. Even our students with the most severe deficits take their elective courses with
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mainstream students.

Online Instruction:
LWHS continues to incorporate technology into the instructional environment to ensure that
students have multiple channels to complete their educational goals. There are E2020 classes
offered and we use ALEKS, and Read 180 to aid in Math and English subjects. All students
have their own Google account which allows them access to Google Apps. We also utilize
SHMOOP, Edmodo, Turnitin, and the Teacher webpage as ways to prepare, create, and submit
assignments. All classrooms in our new A-Building are equipped with Eno Boards. Most
classrooms in the 300/400 buildings have Smartboards as does our L Buildings. We have a
media center with 36 computers available to all teachers and students. We also have mobile
laptop carts. We have wireless access points throughout the campus. Teachers are trained in
workshops throughout the year, summer conferences, and we have an on-site technology trainer.
Workshops are paid on an hourly extra duty rate (voluntary), summer conferences are
reimbursements based on our district's reimbursement rates (voluntary), and teachers contact our
on-site technology trainer on their own time. The technology training usually occurs when the
district brings the new technology. Through our Educational Services department at the District
Office we have a Coordinator of Educational Technology and Special Programs and an
Educational Technology Coach. They post workshops via e-mail to all staff and teachers
throughout the year. We have a team of I.T. support staff that services any requests submitted via
our online Help-Desk software. The E2020 teachers go to summer conferences hosted by
Edgenuity. During the course of the school year and any support or issues are handled through
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the District's Educational Services department. They are also special professional development
workshops just for them. Teachers are provided support on any online instruction through our
technology trainers, workshops professional development, and if need be assistance from our
Information Technology department. Students utilize our online textbook publishers Pearson
and McGraw Hill to provide online based textbooks and curriculum. The online instruction can
be both synchronous or asynchronous depending on which online program is being utilized by
our departments and teachers. ALEKS (math) and Read 180 (English) are utilized and a student
could be in math class and an English class during a semester where are they using both online
programs. The E2020 is a program asynchronous. Students have a number of online access
points. Teachers have their own websites through LWHS home page for each of their classes.
This allows teachers to post information, handouts, PowerPoints, student guides, homework, and
other course materials. Google Apps has been launched allowing teachers and students to work
in a more collaborative environment. Students can use our Media Center computer lab after
school from 3-7pm Monday thru Friday if they do not have access to the Internet at home.
Students can access off campus and online our E2020, ALEKS, and Read 180. Through our
www.lawndalehs.org website students have access to a wide array of information. PowerSchool
allows students and parents access to grades and attendance. The school calendar lists all
academic, sports, student activities, and important announcements. There are sections in the
website dedicated to students and parents which provide information on the most common
inquiries. There are also student and parent surveys which provide feedback. Teachers post
class information and assignments on their class websites. All students have a school Google
email account that was created for them. This allows them to access Google Docs. Teachers and
students can create and turn in assignments or work on group projects. The only online
instruction that we have currently is Edgenuity and it is only offered to credit-deficient students.
If a student needs/qualifies for Edgenuity, the counselor will orient the student and parents to the
program. Also the student participates in an online orientation to the system when the log on the
first time. Students and teachers use PowerTeacher daily. Students use it to check current
grades for assignments and test, and to check for missing work. Teachers use it to post grades
and list missing work. Teachers use their Interactive Eno Boards and Illuminate for both
instruction and formative assessments. In the e2020, Alek’s, and Read 180 environment students
and instructors are working in a computer lab or with a laptop cart what is used in a classroom.
Students at LWHS have the ability to email any staff member through our website. Through
PBIS and RTI we are proactively reaching out to students that may need support with socioemotional or academics. We provide on-site counseling services through our academic
counselors, two Intervention Specialists (Dean of Students), DIS counseling, CYS, and
Richstone. Our Career Center provides a place for college and career preparation support. We
have a full time staff member with computers dedicated to that. Throughout the school year
LWHS provides parent and student workshops that help families with social and emotional
issues. Colleges throughout the year come to our Career Center. We have a full-time nurse.
Focused Programs: Preparing students for post-secondary college and careers
LWHS incorporates DII, Co-teaching, LWHS Academies MSA, BCA, AMA, ASLA and AVID
offer extended learning opportunities. AP classes give students the opportunity for earning
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college credits. The EAP program aligns LWHS standards with the CSU standards so that
success in school means readiness for college. All teachers in academies are certificated in their
subject areas. In AMA, there are two Career and Technical Education teachers. One specializes
in Film and Video Production along with Drama Productions. The other teacher’s focus is on
music with emphasis on Commercial Music and Stage Band. Teachers use Illuminate to
coordinate common formative and summative assessments with the PLC model in mind. All
academies incorporate a standards based curriculum with emphasis on Common Core State
Standards. Teachers in academies collaborate to integrate units from academic and career
technical focus and implement cross curricular projects. LWHS has all freshmen in our L
buildings which is also referred to the 9th Grade House. Our Link Krew program of over 150
Link Crew mentors hosts an assembly during summer time registration for all incoming 9th
grade students to help them become acclimated to the campus and to learn about school
expectations. Link Krew supports our 9th graders through the whole school year. Students
participating in academies MSA, AMA and ASLA are ideally grouped to have at least the
English and Academy elective course in common. If scheduling is possible the academy students
would have their history teacher in common. BCA students are in cohorts to where students have
4 common courses. AVID students are taught according to their grade level AVID course. With
addition of our 4x4 Block Schedule, students can be in AVID and an academy. There is a full
time college and career counselor, and full time school nurse. LWHS has onsite student and
family counseling services provide by Richstone and in addition their support provided through
Centinela Youth Services for student conflicts. UCLA Shape tutoring to support college and
career prep. DIS counselors (2) on site to support students with IEP’s. Partnerships with
business, industry, higher education and community are developed through our academies.

Demographic Data
Parent education levels tend to not fluctuate greatly over the years. The data for the educational
levels was created from PowerSchool data.
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Free / Reduced Lunch Status
The majority of LWHS families are renters. Most of our students come from single-family
households. The free/reduced lunch participation rate has steadily increased in the past few
years, with over ninety-one percent of the students receiving free/reduced lunch in 2014-2015.
This increase in free/reduced lunch participation is due to a concerted effort by the district to
enroll all eligible students into this program.

Student Enrollment
Lawndale was a limited enrollment (lottery) high school prior to the 2009-2010 school year.
During that period, school enrollment was approximately 1379. After open enrollment was
instituted, the student population increased dramatically in 2012-2013 to 2549 students.
Enrollment has since then stabilized in the last three years.
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Gender
The gender breakdown of the student population has not had any significant changes the past few
years, with slightly more males than females.

Ethnicity
Lawndale High School’s ethnic population profile has generally remained stable over the last
three years. The ethnic population at LWHS consists of 76% Hispanic, 13% Black, 3% Asian,
0.013% Pacific Islander, 1.16% Filipino, 1.83% White, 1.92% two or more races, and 3.57% not
reported.
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Predominate primary languages other than English
Spanish 233 (95.49%), Vietnamese 6 (2.46%), Arabic 2 (0.82%) German 1 (0.41%), Tongan 1
(0.41%), and Pashto 1 (0.41%)
Predominant Primary Languages Other Than English | Of the 477 students who speak a
language other than English at home, 95% speak Spanish, 1.7% speak Vietnamese, 1.5% speak
Urdu, .06% speak Filipino (Pilipino or Tagalog), .04% speak Arabic, and .02% speak French,
Punjabi or other non-English languages.
Spanish 1,077 (94.89%), Vietnamese 23 (2.03%), Filipino (Pilipino or Tagalog) 10 (0.88%),
Arabic 9 (0.79%), Urdu 7 (0.62%), Other non-English languages 4 (0.35%), Pashto 1 (0.09%),
Farsi (Persian) 1 (0.09%), Hindi 1 (0.09%), Japanese 1 (0.09%), and Cantonese 1 (0.09%)
Title I
Is a Federal program designed to support additional staffing and programs to meet the needs of
low-income, low-achieving, and other designated students with special needs who are at risk of
not meeting state and district standards and therefore at risk of not graduating. Lawndale High
School has operated a Schoolwide Title I program since 2012 and as such the school has focused
its resources on improving the academic needs of all of its students.
Special needs and other focused programs
Lawndale High School has 240 students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) which is
about 10% of the student population. At the beginning of each semester, the case managers
notify every teacher for each student on their caseload introducing themselves and
communicating the student’s accommodations. The case manager monitors student progress and
provides additional support via conferences and amendment meetings if the student begins to
struggle academically and/or behaviorally. Many students with IEPs are mainstreamed into
general education classes and only stay in SAI classes if the IEP meeting determines a necessity.
AP Test Data
Lawndale has made great progress in AP course offerings and enrollment. The increase is due to
the district’s vision of a college-going culture as well as the dedication of the LWHS’s
administration, counselors, and faculty. The students and their families have embraced these
challenging courses because they value the college bound culture we are developing. There has
been a significant jump in the number of students enrolled in AP courses in the past three years.
For example, 259 students were enrolled in AP classes in 2010 and in 2015 there were 479
students were enrolled in AP classes. The increase in enrollment of AP classes is due to the high
expectations of administration and teachers’ commitment to incorporate those classes into our
master schedule.
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Language Proficiency Numbers
English Learners at Lawndale are administered the CELDT test, a required state test for English
language proficiency. It is given as an initial assessment to newly enrolled students whose
primary language is other than English, and as an annual assessment to students previously
identified as English Learners enrolled at LWHS. EL students are closely monitored at the time
of placement and then throughout the school year to ensure that they are receiving appropriate
instruction. There are two on-site ELD tutors and the ELD Coordinator overseeing, visiting
classrooms, and monitoring data on EL students to ensure they are receiving the proper support
in their classrooms. Parents are notified of progress through monthly progress reports as well as
parent conferences during semesters. Furthermore, parents are highly encouraged to attend
ELAC meetings.
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English learners (EL)
- There were 2374 students enrolled by the end of second semester, in 2014-15 school year.
- 9.6 % of all students were EL students: 229 students were EL students
- 51 Students reclassified this year (approximately 22% of all EL students)
- Of all students tested during the 2013-14 school year, 60% (167) students were not proficient
and 40 % (114) students were English proficient
Fluent — English proficient (FEP)
Based on the 2014-2015 school year and after EL students were CELDT tested:
● 92.5% of students, school wide, were English proficient and 7.5 % were EL students who
didn't reclassified
Redesignated Fluent English Proficient
● Data for the 2014-2015 school stated “0” although the district total was 117 students. In
2013-2014, 8 students out of a district total of 106 were RFEP. In 2012-2013, 138
students out of a district total 172 were RFEP. In 2011-2012, 25 students out of district
total of 110 were RFEP.
Data on Addressing the Eight State Priorities
Conditions of Learning
Quality teachers are essential element in the educational progression of students. Teachers
knowledge and education play a key role in the student's’ learning process. LWHS has
approximately 104 teachers. There is one National Board Certified Teacher and only one
percent of the teachers is instructing outside credentialed area. There are currently no teachers
with Short Term Staff Permits and Provisional Intern Permits. There are 33 teachers with
Master's Degrees, 29 teachers with Master’s Degrees +30, and 2 teachers with Special Degrees
(Juris Doctor). The average year of education service is 10 years. In the 2014-2015 school year
LWHS had 21 teachers enrolled with 14 support providers. For 2015-2016 we have 5 teachers
enrolled and 5 support providers in the program. LWHS has only has one University Intern for
the 2015-2016 school year.
Professional development
Professional development is an ongoing process that starts with summer conferences, school year
conferences, academy retreats, district workshops, on-site workshops and continues throughout
the school year with weekly faculty meetings and PLC departmental collaborations. The school
and district offer many different types of professional development for teacher growth. The
focus of professional development has been built around training teachers in Common Core,
incorporating literacy across the curriculum for all the subjects, infusing Linked Learning, cross
curriculum planning (mapping), Direct Interactive Instruction (DII), AVID strategies, effective
academic and behavioral interventions, formative assessments, and using the Next Generation
Science Standards for the Science Department. The 4x4 block scheduling incorporated into our
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bell schedule (which will continue into the 2016-2017 school year) is building the PLC
environment. Adaptive Schools training has been at the center of building a collaborative work
environment. RTI and PBIS have also been integrated to address the academic and social
emotional needs of all our students Digital Libraries are available to all students and staff
members (i.e. EBSCO, Axis 360, and Overdrive) as additional learning resources. For some
subject areas, online textbooks have also been utilized. Training on the different programs such
as Activate, Illuminate, HERO, Google Docs, and Turn It In also continue to be available for the
teachers. Invitations for lunchtime and after school trainings with our Math Instructional
Coach/Math Teacher and ELA Instructional Coach are e-mailed to the staff on an ongoing basis.
The wide array of professional development offered to teachers are listed below.

2014-2015 School Year Workshops/Conferences/Trainings

# of LWHS
Teachers in
Attendance

Common Core Rigor: ELA (6/26-6/27)

3

Common Core for ALL: PE, WL, VPA, CTE (6/26-6/27)

2

Linked Learning Summer Retreat (6/30)

25

PowerSchool Trng for Coaches (7/1)

2

Activate/Illuminate Training (7/1)

4

Linked Learning Summer Retreat (7/1)

24

Linked Learning Summer Retreat (7/2/)

23

Linked Learning Summer Retreat (7/3/)

23

Linked Learning Summer Retreat (7/7)

20

Admin Website Editing Work (7/7)

1

Illuminate/Activate Trng (7/7)

6

Linked Learning Summer Retreat (7/15)

5

PAR Consulting Teacher Training (7/15)

3

Block Schedule Best Practices (7/17)

10
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High School Workout (7/21)

6

Admin Co-Teach Training (7/22, 8/6, 8/10)

4

High School Workout (7/22)

6

High School Workout AM (7/23)

6

High School Workout (7/24)

6

Co-Teacher Trng (7/23)

3

Linked Learning Summer Retreat (7/28)

4

BCA Linked Learning Summer Retreat (7/28)

6

BCA Linked Learning Summer Retreat (7/29)

7

BCA Linked Learning Summer Retreat (8/4)

6

BCA Linked Learning Summer Retreat (8/5)

6

BCA Linked Learning Summer Retreat (8/6)

7

Linked Learning Summer Retreat (7/29)

4

Co-Teach Training (7/29)

1

Curric. Workshop: ES, Chem, Bio. (7/29)

2

Curric. Workshop: ELA (7/30)

2

Linked Learning Summer Retreat (7/30)

10

Linked Learning Leadership Roles (7/30)

4

ELA Success Trng (8/4-8/6)

1

Co-Teach Trng (8/5)

1

ALEKS (8/7)

4

Eng Intensive Curric (8/7)

2
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ELA Curric (8/7)

6

Sci Course Lead Workshop (8/8)

2

PAR (8/8)

4

Block Schedule Best Practices (8/8)

2

EdGenuity Trng (8/8)

2

New Hire Summer Institute (8/11)

12

New Hire Summer Institute (8/12)

10

New Hire Summer Institute (8/12)

12

UCLA Sci Proj (8/11-8/12)

4

Common Core 4 All (8/11-8/12)

5

UCLA History Project (8/12-8/14)

6

Scholastic Rigor/Relevance for ELA Tchrs (8/13-8/14)

7

Scholastic Read 180 (8/14-8/15)

2

System 44 (8/15)

1

ALEKS (8/14)

1

Learning Center Revised Curric (8/19)

1

Co-Teach Training (8/29)

6

ES Online Textbook (9/8)

3

BTSA Mentor Meeting (9/15)

9

Co-Teach Training (9/16)

26

Naviance Training (9/15)

3

EdGenuity Makeup Trng (9/22)

1
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UCLA PD: PreCalc (9/23)

3

UCLA PD: Alg 1 (9/18)

4

UCLA PD: Geo (9/19)

6

UCLA PD: Alg 2 (9/22)

4

SHMOOP Trng (9/30-10/1)

17

Digital Citizenship Curric Trng (10/2)

10

UCLA History Proj (10/3)

3

UCLA PD: World Hist Early Implementers (10/8- 10/9)

1

UCLA Sci Proj (10/9)

3

ERWC In-House Trng (10/8)

1

NCSC Assessment Trng for Test Admin (10/16)

1

Eng 3D Course 2 Day 2/Course 1 Day 3 (10/21 & 11/3)

2

Co-Teaching Training (10/21)

28

Adaptive Schools Training Day 1 (10/23)

4

SPED Activate/Illuminate Trng 10/28

3

Google Training for Coaches (10/31)

4

UCLA Science Project(2/18)

3

Visualizing the Four Pillars of a PLC Workshop (11/12)

13

EBSCO Training (11/17-18)

6

Co-Teaching Training (11/18)

7

World Language PLC (11/21)

2

Lunchtime PLO DII (1/12-15)

24
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Co-Teaching Mtg (1/28)

17

English Vertical Alignment (2/5)

3

Co-Teaching Mtg (2/17)

11

UCLA Science Project(2/18)

2

UCLA Geometry PD (2/18)

7

UCLA Algebra 1 PD (2/19)

3

UCLA Algebra 2 PD (2/19)

4

UCLA PreCalc PD (2/20)

3

UCLA Science Project (3/9)

2

PE Course Dev (3/10)

2

Co-Teaching PLO (3/17)

9

UCLA Science Project (4/7)

2

Lunchtime PLO (4/13-16) Leveled Questioning

20

UCLA Science Project (4/15-16)

12

Co-Teaching After School PLO (4/21)

12

NGSS Admin WS (4/22)

2

UCLA:Geometry (4/22)

8

UCLA: Algebra 1 & 2 (4/23)

9

UCLA:PreCalc (4/24)

3

PLO CC (5/15)

30

Summer School Curric (5/18)

5

Co-Teach Mtg (5/19)

14
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UCLA Science Project (5/27)

2

PLC (3/23-3/24)

9

PLC (5/5-5/6)

9

Summer School Curric (5/18)

6

Course Leads Trng (6/2)

8

2015 BTSA Colloquium (6/8)

25

AVID Summer Planning (6/9)

22

Course Lead Training (6/10)

14

Summer PD Week (6/16-6/19)

2

Linked Learning Summer Retreat (6/23)

22

Linked Learning Summer Retreat (6/24)

19

Gender and Ethnicity of Staff
The two largest student ethnic groups are Hispanics (75.95%) and African American (13.21%).
The certificated staff three largest ethnic groups are composed of White (45%), Hispanic (21%),
and African American (13%).
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.
Attendance rates of teachers
The district has monetary incentives for teachers who miss 0-1days, 2-3 days, and 4-5 days of
school. Included in these Teacher Absence Rates are work related absences such as “District
Business”, BTSA workshops”, “Jury Duty”, “CAHSEE Testing” and “Conferences”.

Number and assignment of paraprofessionals who meet the requirements of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)
Currently LWHS has four Instructional Aids and two Behavioral Management Aids. All of them
met the NCLB Qualifications
Standards-aligned instructional materials
Under “Action 1022” funding and materials have been distributed so that currently all students
have either digital or hard copies of the required textbook for their classes.
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School facilities are maintained and in good repair
Lawndale has and continues to continue through a complete makeover (Measure CV
Modernization) of its’ campus buildings and facilities. This modernization involves three
phases. Phase 1: 3-Story Classroom, Student Service, and Science Building. This phase
included 4 Chemistry Labs, 8 Life Science/Biology Labs, 4 Computer Labs, 24 Standard
Classrooms, Media Center/Library, Health center, Career center and Student Services room. We
are currently in Phase 2: Cafeteria and Classroom Building. Construction is underway and will
include 8 Standard Classrooms, ASB Room, Cafeteria with Indoor Dining, Shaded Dining Area,
Maintenance Office, and This phase will be completed and available for use in the 2016-2017
school year. Phase 3 will be a Three Story Classroom Building. It will include 33 Classrooms, 1
Computer Lab, Shaded Dining Area and a Black Box Theater. During this time the 300/400
buildings and the L-Buildings are the older buildings on our campus.
LWHS Science facilities are teacher-supervised, hands-on laboratory activities that are directly
related to and support, the other class work. That involves inquiry, observation, analysis and
write-up. These hands-on inquiry-based activities constitute a significant portion of the
instruction and account for at least 20 percent of class time. Hands-on laboratory activities must
explicitly address safe and ethical practices with respect to experimenters, society and the
environment.” All science courses have basic chemicals, technology, and lab supplies needed to
fulfill some of the lab requirements. Teachers can go through Donors to get funding for what the
district fails to provide. This year the district gave science extra funding in order to meet the new
NGSS lab requirements that call for more inquiry based labs. Our chemical storage room is up
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to date and currently organized by chemical type. Acids have a special cabinet and so do
flammable chemicals. Hazardous materials are collected in the summer time by Mark Knapp
(Plant Manager at LWHS) and his team. Most of the specimens are collected by the supplier (Bio
Corp).
The degree to which the school has implemented academic, content, and performance
standards
Funds have been invested so that LWHS is coordinating professional development activities.
Further purchasing of ALEKS Professional Learning software and participation pay provided for
training which includes the cost of a substitute teacher for that day. Mileage and meals
reimbursed if offsite training required.
Pupil access and enrollment in a broad course of study
Number of students meeting UC a–g requirements; the number enrolled in the UC approved
courses. Identify the person responsible for maintaining course approval.

Number of students taking Algebra by grade level
Starting in 2015-16, all LWHS freshman students were enrolled into Algebra classes unless there
was a recommendation by their 8th grade teachers to start high school in Algebra with Essentials
(intervention), Geometry Honors, or Algebra 2 Honors. Students that are recommended for
Algebra Essentials are offered an opportunity to take a summer bridge course, prior to their 9th
grade year, to help move them out of the intervention class. If they do not move out of
intervention, then they will be enrolled in Algebra 1 and the Algebra Essentials course for that
school year. The Essentials course is designed to provide additional support for the core Algebra
course in the form of individualized intervention. Teachers work closely to track student
progress since students may have a different teacher for Algebra 1 and Algebra Essentials.
Teachers develop curriculum to support their students as they see fit. This curriculum may
include any of the following: direct instruction in the form of re-teaching concepts, collaborative
stations, group projects, and the use of ALEKS. ALEKS is an individualized computer-based
program that tracks student performance on core math skills, pre-Algebra, and Algebra topics.
Students that fail Algebra 1A or 1B are scheduled to re-take the failed semester in summer
school or during the following school year. Starting in 2016-17, our incoming freshman will be
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placed in Integrated Math 1, instead of Algebra 1, due to our recent shift to adopt integrated
curriculum. We will continue to offer a support class in the form of Integrated Math 1 Success.
This shift to integrate will take place in phases until we have incorporated Integrated Math 1, 2,
and 3 into our course offerings by 2018-19. We will also have access to more indicators for
proper placement, such as student performance results from eighth grade Smarter Balanced
assessment.

Student participation in co-curricular activities and extracurricular
Students that are involved in activities outside the course curriculum are more likely to succeed
not just academically but socially as well. Connection to school provides a safe haven for our
students. LWHS provides a variety of avenues to explore their personal interests and talents
while they continue to develop academic skills. LWHS sponsors many clubs, leadership training
opportunities, college prep courses, and interscholastic athletic programs.
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District policies/school financial support
Within CVUHSD the Expenditures per Pupil are currently $5147.82. The Funding sources are:
Title I, II, III, California Partnership Academies, Lottery: Instructional Materials, Prop 39:
California Clean Energy Jobs Act funding, Special Education, State Lottery, Vocational
Programs (Perkins), California Careers Pathway Trust, Common Core State Standards
Implementation funding, Mandated Block Grant funding, Department of Rehabilitation, and
Other Local: Locally Defined

Pupil Achievement Outcomes
Performance on standardized tests
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) utilizes computer-adaptive tests and
performance tasks that allow students to show what they know and are able to do. The ELA and
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Math assessments are for English language arts/literacy (ELA) and mathematics. This standard
is based on the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) The summative assessments are
administered as part of the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress
(CAASPP) System. SBAC 2015 test results are first official test results and administered in high
school to only 11th graders.
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California Standards Test (CSTs)
ELA
Based on comparing data, the most marked differences are in the Proficient and Advanced
categories. There was a steep drop in Proficient students down to Basic in 2012, and a
significant drop from Advanced in 2013. Possible causes of these decreases include teacher
movement, decreased rigor, changes in teacher assignments, and flexibility in intervention
courses. There was teacher movement in the district as well as new hires during this time period
which may have caused a hiccup in student progression, and there were changes to teacher
assignments in the sense of teachers teaching brand new grade levels than they had taught before
or had not taught in some time. Further, rigor and flexibility in intervention courses occurred as
we moved towards revamping our pacing plans to reflect CCSS, Smarter Balanced Assessments
and Rubrics, and Project-Based Learning. The flexibility in intervention classes is abstract in the
sense of navigating a curriculum designed for a traditional bell schedule to fit our block schedule
timing.
In 9th Grade English, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed a decrease in Advanced
from 20% in 2012 to 12% in 2013 while the % Proficient increased by 1%. The Basic increased
from 29% to 34%. The number of students in Below Basic levels had slight increase from 11%
to 13%. Far Below Basic showed an increase of 2%.

In 10th Grade English, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed an increase in
Advanced from 18% in 2012 to 19% in 2013 while the % Proficient increased by 1%. The Basic
decreased from 40% to 34%. The number of students in Below Basic levels had slight increase
of 3%. Far Below Basic showed an increase of 2%
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.
In 11th Grade English, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed a decrease in Advanced
from 19% in 2012 to 12% in 2013 while the % Proficient increased by 4%. The Basic decreased
by 1%. The number of students in Below Basic levels had slight increase of 3%. Far Below
Basic showed an increase of 1%.
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For the overall ELA CST 9-11 Grade Scores in measuring the performance over the 2011 to
2013 years showed that 2012 was the most productive in terms of overall performance in
Advanced. For Proficient and Basic it was the year 2013.

MATH
In Algebra 1, there was a shift in each performance band. The percent of students scoring
Proficient or Basic decreased while the percent of students scoring Below Basic and Far Below
Basic increased. In Geometry, there was a similar trend as Algebra 1 with the only difference
being that the percent of students scoring advanced has been constant. In Algebra 2, the percent
of students scoring Far Below Basic nearly doubled from 2011-2013, while the percent scoring
Proficient or Advanced was cut in half from 2012-2013. The majority of our students are in the
Basic or Below Basic performance bands. Some possible factors for these trends are that many
of the students that failed a prerequisite math course in 2011 and 2012 were passed onto the next
math course. Student placement could also have been a factor because if there were errors in
placement they were not always corrected in time. Our process for placement may have been
inconsistent or inaccurate. Additionally, our course teams were in the process of creating
common summative assessments across all math courses. Up until this point, only our Algebra 1
and Geometry teachers were using common assessments.
In order to address the issue with student placement we have been organizing Math Articulation
days with our feeder schools. During this time, we work together to better align our curriculum
and ensure that our students are placed properly. In April of 2015 we met with math teachers
and discussed the proper placement of nearly all of our incoming 9th graders. Our school
recently incorporated an 8-period block schedule which allows more flexibility for our students
to retake prerequisite math courses to reach mastery, as opposed to just moving on to the next
math course as was done in the past. District-wide, our math departments are emphasizing more
of a focus on creating common assessments and the use of data to inform our instruction. To
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address the issue of common assessments, our math teachers and math coaches met over the
summer to revise our pacing and work towards creating common formative and summative
assessments in Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, and Pre-calculus.
In 9th Grade Algebra I Scores, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed a decrease in
Proficient from 9% in 2012 to 5% in 2013 while the Basic increased by 12%. The number of
students in Below Basic levels had remained the same. Far Below Basic showed an increase of
15%.

In 10th Grade Algebra I Scores, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed an increase in
Advanced from 0% in 2012 to 1% in 2013. Proficient increased from 0% to 7%, while the Basic
increased by 22%. The number of students in Below Basic jumped from 17% to 46% Far Below
Basic showed a large decreased from 83% to 25%.
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In 9th Grade Geometry Scores, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed an increase in
Advanced from 2% in 2012 to 3% in 2013. Proficient decreased from 20% to 17%, also the
Basic decreased by 5%. The number of students in Below Basic went from 33% to 39% Far
Below Basic showed a small increase from 7% to 9%.

For 10th Grade Geometry Scores, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed no change in
Advanced. Proficient decreased slightly from 4% to 3%, also the Basic decreased by 3%. The
number of students in Below Basic went from 53% to 60% Far Below Basic showed a small
decreased from 22% to 18%.
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For 11th Grade Geometry Scores, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed no change in
Advanced. Proficient decreased slightly from 0% to 2%, also the Basic decreased by 12%. The
number of students in Below Basic went from 57% to 67% Far Below Basic showed a small
decreased from 27% to 26%.

For Summative Math Scores Grade 11, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed a 9%
decrease in Advanced. Proficient decreased from 25% to 21%, also the Basic increased by 9%.
The number of students in Below Basic went from 24% to 28% Far Below Basic showed no
change.
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In 10th Grade Algebra II Scores, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed a decrease in
Advanced from 11% in 2012 to 3% in 2013. Proficient decreased from 27% to 15%, while the
Basic increased by 5%. The number of students in Below Basic jumped from 17% to 32% Far
Below Basic showed an increased from 5% to 14%.

In 11th Grade Algebra II Scores, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed an increase in
Advanced from 0% in 2012 to 1% in 2013. Proficient decreased from 11% to 5%, while the
Basic decreased by 5%. The number of students in Below Basic decreased from 42% to 39% Far
Below Basic showed an increased from 17% to 30%.
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For the overall MATH CST 9-11 Grade Scores, performance measured over the 2011 to 2013
years showed that 2013 was the most productive in terms of performance in Advanced. In 2011
best performance in Proficient was achieved and in 2013 highest Basic score.

HISTORY| In 10th Grade World History Scores, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years
showed a decrease in Advanced from 11% in 2012 to 5% in 2013. Proficient decreased from
26% to 19%, while the Basic decreased by 1%. The number of students in Below Basic
increased from 10% to 14% Far Below Basic showed an increased from 11% to 22%.
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In 11th Grade World History Scores, performance there was only enough data in the 2012 year.
There were less than 10 students tested for the 2013 year. Based on just one year's data the area
that needed the most improvement was the % Far Below Basic. Then at the same time more
movement into the Proficient from the Basic would be another goal.

In 11th Grade U.S. History Scores, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed a decrease
in Advanced from 18% in 2012 to 15% in 2013. Proficient decreased from 36% to 34%, while
the Basic decreased by 2%. The number of students in Below Basic increased from 9% to 12%
Far Below Basic showed an increased from 5% to 9%.
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SCIENCE| In 9th Grade Life Science Scores, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed
a decrease in Advanced from 3% in 2012 to 0% in 2013. Proficient decreased from 24% to 0%,
while the Basic dropped from 49% to 4%. The number of students in Below Basic increased
from 13% to 29% Far Below Basic stayed jumped from 11% to 67%.

In 10th Grade Life Science Scores, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed a decrease
in Advanced from 20% in 2012 to 15% in 2013. Proficient stayed the same at 34%, while the
Basic decreased by 6%. The number of students in Below Basic increased from 6% to 12% Far
Below Basic showed an increased from 4% to 9%.
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In 9th Grade Biology Scores, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed a decrease in
Advanced from 23% in 2012 to 8% in 2013. Proficient decreased from 47% to 29%, while the
Basic increased by 14%. The number of students in Below Basic increased from 1% to 13% Far
Below Basic showed an increased from 1% to 9%.

For the 10th Grade Biology Scores, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed a decrease
in Advanced from 10% in 2012 to 4% in 2013. Proficient decreased from 24% to 18%, while the
Basic increased by 8%. The number of students in Below Basic increased from 12% to 16% Far
Below Basic showed an increased from 10% to 14%.
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In the 11th Grade Biology Scores, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed a decrease
in Advanced from 28% in 2012 to 26% in 2013. Proficient decreased from 38% to 28%, while
the Basic stayed the same at 23%. The number of students in Below Basic increased from 8% to
10% Far Below Basic showed an increased from 3% to 13%.

For the 10th Grade Chemistry Scores, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed a
decrease in Advanced from 4% in 2012 to 2% in 2013. Proficient increased from 15% to 23%,
while the Basic stayed the same at 54%. The number of students in Below Basic decreased from
19% to 13% Far Below Basic stayed the same at 8%.
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In the 11th Grade Chemistry Scores, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed a decrease
in Advanced from 28% in 2012 to 23% in 2013. Proficient increased from 38% to 39%, while
the Basic moved slightly up from 34% to 35%. The number of students in Below Basic
increased from 0% to 3% Far Below Basic was at 0% for both years.

In the 11th Grade Physics Scores, performance over the 2012 to 2013 years showed a decrease in
Advanced from 28% in 2012 to 23% in 2013. Proficient increased from 38% to 39%, while the
Basic moved slightly up from 34% to 35%. The number of students in Below Basic increased
from 0% to 3% Far Below Basic was at 0% for both years.
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For the ELA CST Scores Grades 9-11 the performance over the three years 2011 to 2013 years
showed that the best overall performance for Advanced was in 2012, for Proficient was 2013,
and for Basic all three years the scores were steady. For the year 2012 there were the lowest
percentages for Below Basic and Far Below Basic.

For the MATH CST Scores Grades 9-11 the performance over the three years 2011 to 2013 years
showed that the best overall performance for Advanced was in 2013, for Proficient in 2011, and
for Basic in 2012. For the year 2011 there were the lowest percentages for Below Basic and for
Far Below Basic in 2011.
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Results from the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE)
Tenth Grade CAHSEE Pass Rates
The CAHSEE pass rate for 10th grade students at LWHS has fluctuated in the last three years.
In Math the Pass Rate percentages fluctuated from 84%, 77%, and 80% in the last three years. In
English the Pass Rate percentages fluctuated from 84%, 77%, and 85% in the last three years.
Overall the Passing Both Pass Rates have hovered around 65% the last three years. The pass
rates in our academies and AVID are much higher. AVID for example has a consistent pass rate
of over 95 percent for its sophomores in ELA and Math.

CAHSEE ELA by Subgroups
The Hispanic population had a 5% decrease then made a 6% gain from 2014 to 2015 and the
ELA pass rates for the African American subgroup decreased 3% and then increased 12% from
2014 to 2015. The Special Education subgroup had a no change and then decreased 6% from
2014 to 2015. The EL subgroup decreased 21% and then made a 28% gain from 2014-2015. The
Economically Disadvantaged subgroup decreased 5% and then increased 5% from 2014 to 2015.
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ELA CAHSEE Pass versus Proficient
The Pass rate for all 10th graders remained relatively consistent throughout the 2013-2015
testing period with a net 1% decrease in Pass and a net 2% decrease Proficient. The Proficient
rate had more fluctuating rate with there being a 13% decrease in 2014.

CAHSEE ELA Pass vs. Proficient by significant subpopulations
The trends between Pass vs. Proficient overall showed the Hispanic subpopulation had a net 2%
increase in Pass but a net 1% decrease in Proficient and above. The Black subpopulation had a
net 12% increase in Pass and a net 6% increase in Proficient and above. The Special Education
subpopulation had a net 26% increase in Pass and a net 1% increase in Proficient and above.
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The English Learner subpopulation had a net 20% decrease in Pass and a net 6% decrease in
Proficient and above. The Economically Disadvantaged subpopulation had a net 0% increase in
Pass and a net 2%decrease in Proficient and above.

ELA CAHSEE 10th Graders by Strand
Overall there were upward and downward trends in all measured areas during the 2013 to 2015
testing period. Mean Scaled Score decreased a net 4%, Proficient & Above % decreased 2%,
Correct Word Analysis decreased 1%, Reading Compensation decreased 2%, Literary Response
Analysis increased by 3%, Writing Strategies decreased 2%, Writing Conventions increased 2%,
and Essay score increased by 0.2 points.

CAHSEE Math by Subgroups
Math scores across the all subgroups had a net decrease for the 2013-2015 testing years. The
Hispanic population decreased a net 7% and the ELA pass rates for the African American
subgroup decreased a net 5%. The Special Education subgroup had a no change and then
decreased 6% from 2014 to 2015. The EL subgroup decreased a net 17%. The Economically
Disadvantaged subgroup had a net decrease 6%.
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MATH CAHSEE Pass versus proficient
The Pass rate for all 10th graders remained somewhat consistent throughout the 2013-2015
testing period with a net 7% decrease and a 4% decrease in 2014 in test scores. The Proficient
rate had more fluctuation with a net 10% decreased overall and a 12% decrease in 2014.
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CAHSEE MATH Pass vs. Proficient by significant subpopulations
The trends between Pass vs. Proficient overall showed the Hispanic subpopulation had a net 0%
increase in Pass but a net 10% decrease in Proficient and above. The Black subpopulation had a
net 2% decrease in Pass and a net 12% decrease in Proficient and above. The Special Education
subpopulation had a net 0% increase in Pass and a net 13% decrease in Proficient and above.
The English Learner subpopulation had a net 5% decrease in Pass and a net 18% decrease in
Proficient and above. The Economically Disadvantaged subpopulation had a net 0% increase in
Pass and a net 10% decrease in Proficient and above.

CAHSEE Math 10th Graders by Strand
Overall there was net downward trend in all measured areas during the 2013 to 2015 testing
period. In all areas there was a dip in the 2014 test results and then an increase in 2015. The
Mean Scaled Score decreased by net 7 points from 386 to 379. The % Proficient & Above
percentages decreased 10%, Probability and Statistics decreased 3%, Number Sense decreased
6%, Algebra & Functions decreased 5%, Measurement & Geometry decreased 3%, and Algebra
1 decrease 1%

.
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CAHSEE ELA 11th Strand Scores by Significant Subpopulations
Overall there was an upward trend in all Significant Subpopulation (with the exception of RFEP
strands were data was not available) in all strands during the 2013 to 2015 testing period. The
Essay scores for all subpopulations were in the 1.9 to 2.1 ranges. For Hispanic the smallest
increase was 2% in Writing Conventions and the largest increase was in Word Analysis at 10%.
In the Black subpopulation the smallest increase was Reading Compensation at 9% and the
largest increase was in Writing Strategies at 21%. Special Education’s smallest increase was in
Writing Conventions at 1% and the largest increase of 10% in Word Analysis. English Learners
smallest increase was 3% in Writing Conventions and largest increase was 13% in Word
Analysis. The Economically Disadvantaged had the smallest increase in Writing Conventions of
2% and largest increase of 8% in Word Analysis.
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CAHSEE Math 11th Strand Scores by Significant Subpopulations
In general, there were mixed increases and decreases in strand scores depending on the
Significant Subpopulation during the 2013 to 2015 testing period. For Hispanic there was
increase in only one of the five strands. In the Black subpopulation there were three strands with
increases, one with a decrease, and one unchanged. All five strands in Special Education
decreased. English Learners in all five strands had decreased scores. RFEP increased in two
strands but had decreases in three stands. The Economically Disadvantaged all had decreases in
their strands.
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CAHSEE ELA 12th Strand Scores by Significant Subpopulations
The strand scores reflect more of a general decrease with only four Significant Subpopulations
having at least one strand score of improvement during this 2013-2015 testing period. None of
the subpopulations had an increase in their Essay score. The Black Subpopulation did not have
any strand scores (in DataQuest). The Hispanic had one strand scores net increase of 5%.
Special Education had two strand scores with increases. The English Learners increased one
strand score and the Economically Disadvantaged increased in one strand as well.
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CAHSEE Math 12th Strand Scores by Significant Subpopulations
Four Subpopulations did not have testing scores for all three years in Dataquest. There were
mixed increases and decreases in remaining strand scores depending on the Significant
Subpopulation during the 2013 to 2015 testing period. For Hispanic there were decreases in all
five strands. The Black subpopulation had only 2015 scores. Special Education lacked scores
for 2013 but did show an increase in four of their five strand scores. English Learners had three
strand score increases and no data for 2013. RFEP had no test score data. The Economically
Disadvantaged all had decreases in their strands and no 2013 data.
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CAHSEE ELA 11th/12th Pass Rates by Significant Subgroups
Over the 2012-13 to 2014-15 testing period, the 11th and 12th grade Hispanic Pass rates varied
according to grade level. Hispanic 11th graders had a higher pass rate for all three testing years
then the 12th graders. The Hispanic subgroup had overall higher passing rates than any other
subgroup. There was not enough data available for the Black subgroup. Special Education 11th
grades had higher passing rates than the 12th graders. In the EL subgroup, two of the three years
the 12th graders had a higher Pass rate.

CAHSEE Math 11th/12th Pass Rates by Significant Subgroups
The Hispanic Subgroup 12th graders had higher pass rates than the 11th graders in 2012-2013,
tied in 2013-2014, and in 2014-2015 the 11th graders had a higher pass rates. They also had an
overall higher pass rate over all other subgroups. The Black subgroup had only complete pass
rates data for 2014-2015. Special Education 11th graders had much higher pass rates than 12th
graders in 2013-2014 and 2014-2015.
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CAHSEE Pass Rate Summary 11th and 12th graders
The ELA testing numbers for 11th and 12th graders grew in both the ELA and Math areas
incrementally from 2012 to 2015. ELA passing rate for 11th/12th Grade increased from 30% to
66% during those school years. Math passing rate for 11th/12th decreased from 44% to 22%.

Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
Though Lawndale High School did not meet all of the AYP goals for the last three years, there
was focus on data analysis for student achievement. LWHS met the API Growth for 2011-12 but
did not for the 2012-13 and there was no calculation for the 2013-2014 school year. The
Graduation Target for all three years were met. The Participation Rates for all three years were
met. When examining those three years of “The Total # of Criteria Met” in 2011-12 we
achieved 10 of 18, in 2012-13 it was 8 of 18, and in 2013-14 it was 13 of 21. Overall the
proficiency rates for all subgroups between 2011-14 trended downward. One particular trend
increased at this exact time of the decreased AYP scores. The student population dramatically
increased during that time period. The student population in 2009-10 was 1556, in 2010-11 it
increased to 1900 students, in 2011-12 it continued to 2155, in 2012-13 enrollment peaked to
2549, and then slightly dropped in 2013-14 to 2364. There was a net increase of 993 students
within the 2009-10 to 2012-13 school years.
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College Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT) and/or ACT results,
From 2011-12 to 2013-14, the number of Lawndale students taking the SAT has dramatically
increased with over 211 more twelfth grade students taking the test in 2013-2014. Possibly due
to this large increase the test takers the scores dipped in two of the three averages. Critical
Reading moved from 443 down and then back up to 442. Math moved from 460 to 442, and
Writing moved from 441 to 437. From 2011-12 to 2013-14, the percentage of ACT test takers
was much lower than that of the SAT, with only 13% of the twelfth grade class taking the test in
2013-14. The average score for ACT remained the same at 19-19.18 for the testing years of
2011-13. In 2013-14 the ACT testing results broke down the averages into four areas with those
averages being in the 18 to 20 range.
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Early Assessment Program
LWHS participated in the Early Assessment Program (EAP) which is a partnership between the
California State University (CSU), the California Department of Education, and the California
State Board of Education. High school juniors whose schools participate in EAP can choose to
take expanded versions of CSTs in English Language Arts (including an essay) and Mathematics
(Algebra II and Summative High School Mathematics CSTs only) to determine their college
readiness. The results are used by the CSU system to exempt students from college placement
tests or let students know that they need additional preparation during their senior year. As
footnote, Effective 2014–15, the grade eleven Smarter Balanced computer adaptive assessments
for English–language arts/literacy (ELA) and mathematics replaced the augmented California
Standards Tests that were used for EAP. From 2012 to 2014 the ELA EAP students that
participated went from 420 to 619. In the Mathematics the student numbers went from 233 to
242 tested. In 2012 students that took the ELA EAP assessment with 11% tested as “Ready”
and of the 233 students in the Mathematics section that took the EAP section 4% tested as
“Ready”. In 2013 the no student tested “Ready” for the ELA section and only 3% for in the
Mathematics test. For 2014 the numbers for “Ready” had increased back to the 2012 levels for
ELA. Mathematics “Ready” scores declined by 1% to 2% overall.
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Advanced placement
Advanced placement (AP) programs provide Lawndale students an opportunity to take collegelevel courses and exams while still in high school. In our LCAP monies are being put aside so
that all Lawndale students qualify for fee waivers for the exams. Students who receive a 3, 4, or
5 on their AP exams qualify for college credit at most of the nation’s colleges and universities.
The AP program at Lawndale High School has grown significantly the past last three years, with
354 students enrolled in the AP program in 2013, 646 students in 2014, and 485 students in
2012. There were 1230 AP exams taken in 2013, 894 in 2014, and 739 in 2015. In 2013, 22.6%
of the students scored a 3+, in 2014 31.9% and in 2015 the rate is up to 42.6%. The number of
AP exams decreased in 2013 due to a slight decrease in enrollment however the AP course
enrollment rate of over the last three years has increased a net 8%. It is also notable that number
of AP students with scores 3+ has increased even though the number of exams had decreased due
to
the
students
preparing
and
scoring
higher.
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Advanced Placement course approval is dependent on a credentialed teacher interested in
teaching the course and having enough students to fill at least one section. All new AP teachers
are required to attend an AP summer institute. AP teachers submit a course syllabus to the AP
Course Audit for approval. AP teachers review yearly their AP pass rates and discuss with the
administrator over AP opportunities to increase student achievement on AP exams.
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Academic Performance Index
Lawndale High School had made significant improvements in its API, from 475 in 2011-12 to
757 in 2012-13. Then in 2013-14 the score decreased to 725. In 2010-11 three of the five
significant subgroups met their growth goals. All subgroups met their growth goals in 2011-12.
Students with Disabilities (SWD) increased their growth in with the exception of the 2012-13
school year and had the highest record growth of any subgroup during those testing periods. The
Hispanic subgroup grew 27 points during the 2010-11 and 2011-12 period. The API of the
African American subgroup increased 26 points in 2011-12. The Socio Economically
Disadvantaged (SED) subgroup increased 17 points in 2010 to 2012, and the English Learners
(EL) subgroup increased 47 points 2010 to 2012. The API scores in the 2012-2013 witness
decreases in all subgroups that ranged from -26 to -151-point drop. The AYP scores and API
scores increased and decreases seem to mirror each other and as mentioned in the previous AYP
section one possible contributor was the dramatic increase in enrollment which may taxed the
resources of the school and staff.
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English Learners who become English Proficient
The California English Language Development Test (CELDT) assesses the number and percent
of students at each level. There were in the 2014-2015 school year 244 English Learners from
Beginning Level to Advanced. Sixty-eight percent of English Learners were in the Intermediate
to Early Advanced. Forty-six percent of the English Learners were reclassified as Reclassified
Fluent English Proficient

Footnote: The CELDT scores used to pull the proficiency level data are based on summer 2015
CELDT scores taken from PowerSchool data. Data in CDE Dataquest states no RFEP’d students
for the 2014-2015 school year. The issue of discrepancy is unknown, but for purposes of
accuracy and providing data the information was provided.
Annual Measurable Academic Objectives (AMAOs)
An AMAO is a performance objective, or target, that Title III subgrantees must meet each year
for their EL populations. All LEAs and consortia receiving a Title III-Limited English Proficient
(LEP) grant are required to annually meet the two English language proficiency AMAOs
(AMAO 1 and AMAO 2) as well as a third academic achievement (AMAO 3) based on AYP
information. AMAO 1 measures the percentage of ELs making annual progress in learning
English as measured by the CELDT. AMAO 2 requires that target percentages for two separate
cohorts of ELs annually attain the English proficient level on the CELDT. AMAO 2 calculations
include AA and IA CELDT takers tested during the AA window. AMAO 3 holds Title IIIfunded LEAs and consortia accountable for meeting the AYP academic achievement targets in
ELA and mathematics for the EL student group. These targets are among several AYP targets
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required of all LEAs, schools, and student groups under ESEA. For the 2014 year LWHS met
the AMAOs for the ELA and Math criteria. There are no 2015 AMAO proficiency ELA and
Math scores available due to the transition to the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments, the
U.S. Department of Education (ED) approved the California Department of Education’s waiver
request to exclude the percent proficient results from AYP determinations. The ED is requiring
the percent proficient results be displayed on the AYP reports. That data and be found on
LWHS’s Local Control Funding Formula State Priorities Snapshot.

Share of students determined prepared for college by the Early Assessment Program
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Percentage of Ds and Fs for last three semesters
In calculating the D’s and F’s percentages the only grades included where the A-F and I
(incompletes-counting as “F’s”). Pass, Credit, No Credit, and No Mark was not included in the
total letter grade counts through Fall 2014 to Fall 2015 semesters.
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Engagement Indicators (Parents and Students)
Efforts to seek parent input in decision-making LWHS has worked to engage and collaborate
with parents through: Parents at LCAP meetings, School Site Council (SSC), English Learner
Advisory Council (ELAC), Parent Teacher Organization (PTO), Back to School night/Open
House, Lawndale HS-Parent Involvement Summary, PIQE meetings that are being held weekly,
and Parent Surveys accessible through or school website.
LWHS has incorporated a PIQE parent workshop and PIQE nine-week certification program in
which parents come on campus in the evenings. The classes are held in English and Spanish and
taught by PIQE instructors. The program assists and informs parent and their families on a
variety of areas. Throughout these PIQE workshops, the program fulfills its goal of educating,
empowering, and inspiring parents of high school age children to take an active role in
encouraging and enabling their children to: stay in school, improve their academic performance,
develop healthy and constructive relationships with their parents, teachers, and counselors, and
focus/prepare themselves for a post-secondary education.
Dropout rate high school
LWHS dropout rate remains between .9 and 1.2%. This rate is comparably lower state, county
and district rates which are between 4.0 to 7.0%. Through our RTI/PBIS interventions and on
campus counseling services we can work to further decrease our dropout rates.
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Attendance Rate
The attendance rates have fluctuated in the 2.1% range from 2009 to 2015. With continued
implementation of our PBIS, RTI and our two Intervention Specialists, LWHS continues to focus
on attendance issues. With district support, our local Sheriff department we continue to develop
and sustain Tier I, II, and III interventions.

Chronic absentee rate
Through our PBIS/RTI programs (Tier 1-3 interventions) and our two TOSA Intervention
Specialists, LWHS is working on reducing our Chronic absenteeism rate. Systematic
interventions are in place, we continue to implement, modify or change our interventions and the
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decisions they are driven by our data.

Tardiness rate
Tardiness is tracked by both our security officers through Hero and teacher attendance through
PowerTeacher. Student tardiness has been an issue for teachers and there have been ongoing
discussions with administration on how to effectively address the issue. There maybe other
factors that have contributed to the increase in tardiness. Possible factors include the bell
schedule that has reduced times in between classes from 6 to 8 minutes and the distance to travel
across campus from the L buildings to the new A building. Students with chronic tardy issues
are being targeted and interventions exist. Some students are assigned Saturday School, some
are put on tardy contracts, some students are removed from the “Go-List”, and after school and
lunch detentions are assigned. Through our PBIS program there is also student recognition for
weekly, monthly, semester and yearly perfect attendance. In addition, students can be awarded
“Cardinal Cash” by teachers for being in class on time. Those points are redeemed for prizes.

High school graduation rate
Through the diligent work of counselors, teachers, PLC, our 4x4 Block Schedule, increased
Honors/AP courses, EAP, Academies, PBIS, and RTI programs the LWHS graduation rate has
steadily increased to in 2009-2010 from 81.61% to a 2014-2015 rate of 93.70%. The challenge
lies in increasing the percentage of students that are graduating with completed A-G courses.
There have been fluctuations in the A-G course rate completions that need to be understood and
addressed.
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Discipline Referrals
In the Fall of 2013 Lawndale High School implemented PBIS. The PBIS guiding principle is
that positive effective interventions create positive student behaviors. Teachers not only educate
our students in academics but we also are role models for proper social behaviors and life skills.
It is a data driven systematic tier 1-3 model. LWHS used SWIS and PLASCO software to track
all behavior, referral and suspension data and now utilizes HERO. The PBIS Coordinator and
the PBIS leadership team created our school wide behavioral expectations (ROCKS). The
ROCKS stand for R-Respect, O-Ownership, C-Commitment, K-Kindness, and S-Safety. LWHS
has made great strides in creating the Tier I and II supports for all our students and staff. The
staff continues to be trained on effective Tier I behavioral interventions. Effective Tier II
supports such as Peer Mediation and Restorative Practices have greatly decreased the recurrence
of referrals in particular students. Behavioral data is shared with the staff at the monthly faculty
meetings. With the implementation of PBIS, our student referrals have dropped from 636 in
2013-2014 to 196 in the 2014-2015 school year. This represents an almost 70% drop in referrals.
With the behavioral data that we now have access to we as a staff can discuss the behavioral
data, formulate effective strategies, and create effective interventions for both staff and students.
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Suspension rates
The in house suspension rates have decreased by 40% in the 2014-2015 school year. Disrespect
was listed on 47% of the referrals were the student showed a high enough level of disrespect that
it warranted the in house suspension. The causes of the disrespect varied from failure to follow
teacher’s directions to profanity directed at the teacher.
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Out of School Suspensions dropped 71% in the 2014-2015 school year. With the collaborative
effort of our Administration and the Dean of Students our Tier II interventions have had a great
impact of preventing situations from reaching critical mass. Students participated in Peer
Mediation and Restorative Practices. Students came to administration and the dean to
communicate issues that were occurring and through actions of all concerned parties most of the
situations were de-escalated. We also offer DIS counseling on-site which is a valuable resource
for our students. Of the out of school suspensions 54% constituted physical aggression towards a
student or staff member or involved a fight on campus.
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Expulsion Rates
LWHS maintains a zero tolerance policy for physical injury to another person and possession or
sale of controlled substances, alcohol, or intoxicants. Extreme cases do present themselves that
may warrant expulsion. The expulsion rate for LWHS has dropped to 0.2% (5 students in 20142015). A combination of factors has contributed to this positive change. As a staff, the approach
has become proactive, preventive, and intervention oriented. The continuing implementation of
our PBIS and RTI programs has created and continues to build effective Tier I, II, and III levels
of support for students. We have an active peer mediation and restorative practices program.
LWHS has contracted with Richstone and CYS to provide onsite counseling support for students
and parents.
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Crime Statistics
The crime data sources were taken from the FBI and City-Data.com. The data is based up to
2013 and 2014 data and includes the crime trends (2001-2013) and comparison to U.S.
Averages. The city of Lawndale sits between Low and High crime rates. The city ranks lower in
crimes (compared the the U.S. Averages) in murders, burglaries, and theft. However, the city
ranks higher in rapes, robberies, assaults, and auto thefts.
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Selected Schoolwide Learner Outcomes
(from CV Graduate Profile)
College & Career Ready Individuals
Graduates will develop and manage a clearly articulated postsecondary plan that is aligned
with their academic and/or career goals and personal passions.
Lawndale High School students are challenged to become college and career ready upon
reaching graduation. Our staff encourages every student to pursue a college education and even
if students are not interested in attending college, students are encouraged to complete their a-g
requirements so they have a well-rounded education preparing them for a career. In 2014-15, we
had 93.7% of the senior class graduating and 45% meeting a-g requirements. On the SBAC
assessments in 2015, 53% of the juniors had Met Standard or Exceeded on ELA while 18% of
the juniors had Met Standard or Exceeded on the math. The results of the 2015 EAP indicated
14% were Ready for College English and 2% were ready for College Math.
According to the Healthy Kids survey, 76% of students who took the survey indicated doing well
was important to them although 39% believed what they are learning in class was important for
their future. Having real life experiences to explore a career or prepare for a job was preferred by
69% of respondents. Also, taking field trips to see people doing the jobs that they may have in
the future was desired by 51% of the students surveyed.
Based on the assessment and survey data, Lawndale High School is helping students to become
college and career ready to some degree with a majority of our students graduating high school
but only about half are eligible for a UC/CSU. Our staff from teachers to counselors are
constantly reminding students of maintaining good academic standing in order to be eligible for
college but more work needs to be done to help students understand the significance of what they
do in the classroom and how that impacts their future through real world experiences.
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Socially Aware & Responsible Community Members
Graduates will act as productive citizens who serve in the community to improve the
quality of life for their local, national, and global community.
Lawndale High School campus has many clubs that are generated by student interest. To create a
club, students must take the initiative to find a supervisor, develop its own constitution and lead
fundraisers or host events. Clubs are part of the school culture. The campus sponsors a number of
programs with the purpose of improving the quality of life in our school and community. We
have over 40 clubs that meet on campus during lunch or after school.
Our Associated Student Body (ASB) works to promote personal and civic virtue. ASB sponsors
many activities like lunch time sports rallies, school wide assemblies, and week long spirit
weeks. Over the years, ASB will coordinate school wide fundraisers such as Pennies for Pasta,
Canned Food Drive, and Lymphoma Society.
The school is actively participating in Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) as a
proactive approach to establishing the behavioral supports and social culture for all students to
achieve social, emotional and academic success. Attention is focused on creating and sustaining
primary (school-wide), secondary (classroom), and tertiary (individual) systems of support. This
will then improve lifestyle results (personal, health, social, family, work, recreation) for all
students by making targeted misbehavior less effective, efficient, relevant, and generating
desired behavior for more functionality. Respect, Ownership, Commitment, Kindness, and
Safety (ROCKS) is the acronym that reminds students of the daily expectations of conduct.
Students can be recognized and rewarded for their behavior by any staff member. Students
receive Cardinal Cash and can redeem this cash for the reward of their choice from the Student
Store. Students who exemplify this behavior are also highlighted at our quarterly grade-level
Success Assemblies.
Lawndale High School’s inclusion of restorative practices such as community conferences,
community building circles, peer mediation, etc. have been effective in diffusing and/or deescalating situations on campus and increasing safety. These conflicts and/or disagreement can
occur between students, student and teachers, student and safety officer or any staff member.
Community conferences allow each involved party to have a voice express their feelings and also
see how their action affected others than just the people who had the conflict like the school,
parents, etc. In order to support the efforts to ensure a safe, clean, and orderly environment that
nurtures learning, including internet safety.
We believe Lawndale High School has the structures in place to successfully help students
achieve as socially aware and responsible community members. All staff members believe in our
students and do whatever it takes to help them achieve academically, socially, and behaviorally.

Perception Data
Two surveys were utilized to gain a better understanding of our students, parents, and staff view
the school. In both surveys the questions that directly pertained to perception of LWHS are
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provided in the following section. The Speak It Up Survey 2015 provided feedback on the
students and parents view of LWHS. The staff survey was conducted with the California School
Climate Survey (CSCS).
Student Responses (1361 students)
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The parent responses were very low even though we publicized it on the school website and sent
home Blackboard Connect reminders to complete the survey. Here were parent’s responses that
represented how they viewed the school
Parent Responses (33 parents)
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The staff responses were from the California School Climate Survey (CSCS). The CSCS report
provides perspective on the degree to which staff perceive that their school has a learning and
working environment that is safe, supportive, caring, collegial, challenging, and engaging, with
norms and standards that encourage academic success.
Staff responses (52 staff)
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Chapter II
Participants
The leadership team, composed of the principal, associate principals, intervention specialists,
teacher leaders (department chairs), academy coordinators, AVID coordinator, instructional
coaches, and counselors were responsible for monitoring the implementation of the Action plan
with faculty either directly or indirectly involved.
The self-study report was prepared by the Self-Study Coordinator, the leadership group
consisting of department chairs, focus group leaders, counselors, administration, small learning
community leads. All stakeholders (student, parents and community) were given the opportunity
to review the report. Lawndale High School staff began the self-study process in the spring of
2015. Focus group meetings were scheduled beginning the summer of 2015 through February
2016 where parents and students were invited to participate and give input.
Significant Developments
A. Program Additions
Since the last visit, Lawndale has implemented a number of new programs that are helping to
drive the high school towards continued success. In 2009, the only existing academy was the
Marine Science Academy (MSA), which still exists today. Academies such as the Biomedical
Careers Academy (BCA, established 2009-10) and the Academy of Media Arts (AMA, established
2010-11) were established in the years since 2009. In 2014-15, the American Sign Language
Academy was established to address a student need for another language besides Spanish.
Currently, the academies serve roughly 40% of the entire Lawndale High School population, and
the goal is to continue growing the program. The Advancement Via Individual Determination
(AVID) program, though not a true “academy” also serves as a small learning community for
students, giving them support over four years of high school and preparing students for
university and/or career placement. The AVID program was also in existence during the last
review, but has continued to expand since 2009, with the growing student body.
Each academy is run by an Academy Coordinator and has their own Academy Leadership Team
to target student achievement goals and academy success. Each leadership team is comprised
of no fewer than five teachers, and academies strive to include a teacher from each of the core
subject areas so that classes within English, math, science and history can be academy specific.
Lawndale’s Freshman House (established in 2012-13) is a small learning community comprised
of freshmen teachers, administrators, support staff, and students. The Freshman House
experience is designed to aid freshman students with their transition from middle school to high
school through the development and foundation of district and schoolwide norms that serve to
prepare students for the next three years of high school and beyond. This experience is
maintained and supported by effective teaching and learning strategies and academic
interventions. The Freshman House experience is also supported through positive behavioral
interventions (PBIS) and Link Krew, a student leadership program that links freshman students
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with upperclassmen who serve as mentors.
Link Krew is an internationally recognized freshman transition program developed by The
Boomerang Project that links freshman students with upperclassmen who serve as mentors. The
program was established at Lawndale High School in 2012. It is run by three teacher
coordinators who oversee 150 student leaders that plan events for the freshman class, facilitate
academic follow-ups in freshman seminar classes, host events for staff, and support other
organizations on campus. Link Krew builds student leadership and school communities to shape
school culture. Studies have shown that freshmen who make it through their first year of high
school successfully are less likely to drop out. Studies have also shown that students facing
socio-emotional issues are more likely to ask for advice from peers rather than adults. With this
in mind, the Link Krew program provides a summer orientation and year-round support to help
freshmen be successful during their first year of high school. The goals of the program include:
empowering juniors and seniors as role models, teaching leadership and initiative, exposing
students to a variety of positive influences on campus, and increasing academic success campuswide. The program is supported by the structure of Lawndale’s Freshman House, PBIS funding,
and rigorous leadership courses built into Lawndale’s master schedule for Link Krew’s student
leaders.
Co-taught courses began implementation district wide in the 2010-11 school year to
mainstream more students with IEPs into the general education setting. Special education and
general education teachers were paired up based on interest in teaching in a co-taught
environment, and summer trainings were offered to help teachers acclimate to the program
and to each other. Though the program has not been implemented for a full three years to
collect data yet, it is the general feeling of all special education teachers and many general
education teachers on staff, that co-teaching has been very motivational to students with IEPs,
has given them exposure to much more of the general education curriculum than previously,
and has helped more students with IEPs become successful in their courses and on the CAHSEE
exam. Currently there are co-taught sections in English 9, English 10, English 11, Biology,
Geometry, and US History. The goal is to continue to increase the number of co-taught sections
available to students with IEP’s.
For two years following the 2010 WASC visit, a homeroom period (4SR) existed during the
school day. The purpose of the period was to give students a consistent teacher who they
would see daily to review announcements, address important life skills, review graduation
requirements and help give students a more personalized connection with an adult at school.
In 2012, the staff narrowly voted out this homeroom (4SR) period, but the sentiments of some
staff members were that the homeroom period may be reinstated for the 2013-14 school year
because it was very helpful for academies, special education, and AVID groups. In 2013, the
homeroom period was reinstated for the 2013-14 school year. This would be the last year that
had a homeroom period. In 2014, there was not enough votes to continue 4SR so as of 2014-15,
there is no homeroom/4SR period.
In the past, teachers had one collaboration a month held after school. In 2015, the teachers
union bargained to have collaboration built in to the school day and teachers adopted an 8
period bell schedule with weekly late start collaboration. Collaboration occurs every Monday
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within departments when there is a full week. Teachers are using the Monday late start
collaboration time to implement a professional learning community where course teams use
this time for valuable planning, analyzing common formative/summative assessments,
discussing best practices and sharing instructional strategies. To add support to collaborative
efforts, the district has also implemented methods to support departments with pacing and
goals.
As a district, counselors have developed a matrix of interventions that all will last throughout
the school year to support student success, improve graduation rates, and improve college
awareness and acceptance rates. They are using the Response to Intervention (RTI) model to
address students’ needs throughout the year and have been actively involved in working with
the Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS) program that began this year at
Lawndale. PBIS is in the exploration/adoption/implementation stages at Lawndale, having just
been adopted this year to address the enrollment of so many new freshmen. As the majority of
Lawndale’s student population is comprised of ninth and tenth graders, and they tend to need
more guidance, the staff has begun implementing a system for reinforcements of positive
behaviors, since the 2012-13 school year. Groups of volunteer classified and certificated staff
members meet monthly to discuss concerns and organize programs to address issues such as
student tardies, discipline, and safety.
The most prominent and challenging development over the past few years has been the adoption
of the Common Core State Standards. After years of promoting standards-based learning, many
have realized that critical thinking and literacy skills have sometimes been neglected. Our
school, along with many others, has been working to understand and implement a Common Core
instructional setting. This difficulty is compounded at times by a lack of updated materials,
teacher training, and unclear expectations. Regardless of these challenges, our teachers have
been open to learning new strategies and our administration has been very supportive as our staff
adapts to changes. Professional development opportunities and individual teacher training are
being offered and utilized. Weekly collaboration in departments has been provided to assist in
further implementation of effective instructional strategies. Classes across the curriculum have
begun to implement literacy strategies using the Writing Handbook in the areas of reading,
writing, listening, speaking, and language. Our school has ended the use of the California High
School Exit Exam and other state standardized tests and begun to utilize the Smarter Balanced
Assessments. Department-wide performance tasks have been developed with this testing in
mind.
Intervention courses in English language arts and mathematics provide a program of
intervention for freshmen and sophomore students who come to Lawndale without basic
English and mathematics skills to be successful. For English support, the school continues to
offer READ 180 and has instituted a new course, ELA Success, along with an ELD specific support
classes for students who are still learning English. To increase math skills, Lawndale uses the
online program ALEKS to support struggling math students within a second Math Essentials
course targeting 9th grade students who struggle in mathematics. ALEKS is a computer-based
math intervention course, that supports the ninth grade Algebra Essentials course. In using the
ALEKS program, the district hopes to see greater achievement in math on statewide testing this
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year and in the coming years. As Lawndale High School prepares to transition for the Common
Core Standards, it is even more important for students to have strong basic math skills as well
as reading and writing skills, since most of the questions will be based on either analysis or
application (i.e. higher levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy). At the district level, training and support is
provided to teachers in these programs throughout the year. The READ 180 cadres meet
throughout the year as a whole group at the district to reevaluate curriculum and analyze
students’ growth. On site after school professional development is provided by representatives
from Scholastic, where teachers are invited to attend “virtual cadres” of Read 180 or ELA
Success. Teachers have an opportunity to collaborate with one another ask expert advice from
a live representative. The math intervention teachers meet four times throughout the year as a
cadre to receive district support with implementation. The district-level support has been
instrumental in helping teachers successfully deliver curriculum and has helped teachers feel
supported by district leaders. The course focuses on refining vocabulary, grammar, reading
skills, and writing to ensure students are at grade level. The goal is to continue building
students’ fundamental ELA and math skills so that they can be successful on the SBAC exam and
other core courses.
Open access to technology in the classroom has been a major development on the LWHS
campus. As a result of new funding models, LCAP/LCFF, and new priorities, the school has
acquired a vastly increased amount of new technology for student use. We have a new Media
Center (opened in 2014-15) with a computer lab and added laptops carts. We currently have 2
computer labs of 40 desktop PC’s each, 3 Chromebook carts of 40 each, and 3 PC laptop carts of
40 each that are available for teachers to check out and use using Outlook Rooms. Many
departments, academies, and AVID have their own laptop carts that are shared amongst their
teachers. Teachers have been developing new and progressive lesson plans that utilize the
technology that 21st century students are expected to interact with. These developments have
greatly improved the ease with which our students can develop advanced study skills, research
capabilities, and engage in collaboration with others. In addition, each student has been
provided with a Google Apps account that gives them access to standardized word processing
software, personalized storage, and other applications. Many of our teachers are utilizing this
technology on classroom management sites such as Google Classroom and Edmodo. In
addition, the student accounts make it possible for students to connect to the school Wi-Fi
when they bring their own device.
B. Changes in Facilities, Student Enrollment and Staffing
Student enrollment has risen dramatically since the last visit. Currently, there are 2183
total enrolled students, as compared to 1547 during the previous visit in 2010. When WASC
visited, there was a lottery system for student enrollment, allowing for selective enrollment of
students. With the lottery system, there was also a strict behavior and attendance contract
prior to 2009, which stated to parents that students would be transferred out of Lawndale High
School if students were not making adequate progress and adhering to school contract
expectations. Therefore, many students were transferred out of Lawndale to other high
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schools within the district when they had several failing grades, poor attendance, and/or bad
behavior. Lawndale High School is no longer a school of choice since the lottery system was
discarded and reauthorization legislation passed by No Child Left Behind. Lawndale received
students from many neighboring districts based on parent request. After the end of the lottery
system, the influx of a variety of new students poses challenges with discipline, attendance, and
space. Students at Lawndale High School were no longer transferred out for sub-par academics
or behavior but staff would need to demonstrate other means of corrections before
recommending a student to be expelled from the school. LWHS has had a Dean of students
since 2012. In 2015, the district moved away from Deans to having two Intervention Specialists
whose primary focus is on attendance/attendance recovery.
In the current Collective Bargaining Agreement, the classroom maximum size has been lowered
from 36 students to 30 students. Teachers were teaching 6 periods but are now teaching 8
periods. Intervention courses previously had a class size maximum of 25, and now with the 8
period bell schedule they have been lowered to a cap of 15.
Construction has also begun since the last WASC visit, leaving Lawndale without many of its
previous bungalows and buildings. The old administration building, library, and cafeteria were
demolished. The current A building or Administration building opened in August 2014. The A
building houses a Media Center with a computer lab, College & Career Center, art classrooms,
science classrooms, and math classrooms. There is construction of a new building where the
cafeteria was once located. This new building will be the new cafeteria with 10 classrooms and
a computer lab. This new building is scheduled to open August 2016.
Schoolwide Critical Areas for Follow-up
From the prior full visit (2010)
The Visiting Committee from the 2010 self-study identified the following critical areas for
follow-up. Summarizing:
1. Increase opportunities for staff and other stakeholder input in on site decision-making.
2. Improve and monitor the effectiveness of intervention programs for student
achievement focusing on low performing subgroups.
3. Develop and implement project-based/problem-based learning across the curriculum.
4. Develop and implement strategies to differentiate instruction for all students.
5. Through the use of DataDirector, teachers need to become proficient at collecting,
disaggregating, and analyzing data to directly inform classroom instruction.
6. Improve the quality and frequency of the student achievement/testing data
communicated to parents and community members.
7. Administrators need to place greater emphasis and follow-through of informal
classroom observations to adequately assess and monitor the schoolwide
120

Lawndale High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

instructional program and level of rigor.
8. Increase levels of parent participation.
In the midterm visiting committee report from 2013, Lawndale High School received
commendations for the Focus on Learning process during the midterm review. The Visiting
Committee noted the following in reference to the critical areas for follow-up from 2010, as
excerpted from the Midterm VC report of 2013:
Growth Need #1: Increase parent-community involvement with Lawndale High School
Addressed Critical Growth Area #1, 5, 6, and 8.
Lawndale HS has made a significant effort to increase parent-community involvement. The
school has developed and implemented a Parent Involvement plan, reached out to initiate
communication with parents and the community by means of differing media using ConnectEd,
PowerSchool, Attention to Attendance, STEP-UP Saturday School program, on-site workshops
and various orientation programs. While considerable improvement has been made to increase
parent-community involvement, it is the review committee’s opinion that greater emphasis on
increasing opportunities for parent-community input on site decision-making needs to be
addressed.
Growth Need #2: Increase graduation rate by 10% for 2012-13 school year.
Addressed Critical Area for Follow-up #2, 3, and 4.
Lawndale has focused its attention on improving its existing programs to increase student
success and increase their graduation rate. The school has made a considerable effort in
developing intervention programs in ELA and mathematics. Notable are their intervention to
improve their CAHSEE passing rates including contracting with Kaplan, their efforts with online
intervention programs. Their academies including AVID have increased their hands-on,
problem-based, project-based, critical thinking, and rigorous real-world applications. For credit
deficient juniors and in danger of not graduating on time, E2020 a computer-based program for
credit recovery was begun in 2010. For freshmen and sophomore students who come to
Lawndale without basic English skills to be successful, intervention courses in English language
arts were instituted, such as Read180 and ELA Success. For students with needs in mathematics,
parallel programs as Math Success and ALEKS were established. Nevertheless, the review
committee is of the opinion that to ensure greater student success more students must be
involved to adequately address the critical areas of follow-up (#2,3,4).
Growth Need #3: Students shall be taught by highly qualified teachers in an environment that
is safe, engaging and supportive of all students’ learning.
Addressed Critical Area for Follow-up #3, 4, and 7).
Despite a great turnover of teachers and administrators, Lawndale continues with its practice of
having highly qualified teachers with over 99% of teachers NCLB certified. Teachers continue to
use available collaboration time to share best practices, share and address concerns, and
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communicate methods of increasing student engagement and success. Lawndale has also
implemented a Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS) plan. The review committee
found that increased informal classroom observations were being employed to assess and
monitor the instructional program. The review committee commends the administration for the
practice.
Growth Need #4: Increase schoolwide proficiency in English Language Arts (ELA) and Math by
10% on the 2013 CST, CAHSEE and benchmarks.
Addressed Critical Area for Follow-up #2, 3, and 4.
Lawndale has significantly increased its intervention programs to targeted students to increase
school wide proficiency in the core areas of English and mathematics. They include programs as:
Read180; ELA Success; ALEKS; SAI and AVID intervention classes. Lawndale has increased
teacher training and access to student data such as the benchmark results. The number of cotaught classes was increased to help with mainstreamed Special Education students. The review
committee found many new intervention programs have been instituted to help fill the needs of
low performing sub-groups. The new programs will need effective monitoring (Critical Area #2).
A transparent method of evaluating these programs should be implemented. The review
committee was also concerned that evidence of addressing the Critical Areas #3 and 4, the
developing and implementing of project-based/problem-based learning and differentiating
instruction were not readily apparent.
Growth Need #5: Extend learning opportunities and tutoring provided after school and
Saturday School and CAHSEE. (Addresses Critical Area for Follow-up #2)
Addressed Critical Area for Follow-up #2.
Lawndale has instituted a STEP-UP Saturday School program with Educational Consulting
Services for after school tutoring and Saturday CAHSEE preparation. Since the program was
begun this year, the success of the program is unclear.
At the conclusion of the 2013 Midterm Review Visit, the VC concluded no further
recommendations or any concerns. The VC encourages and supports further teacher
collaboration, use of data, the increase use of informal classroom observations, and the
increase use of differing teaching approaches and intervention programs.
Ongoing Follow-up Process
Each year since the last visit, our profile update was completed. In addition, the site refines its
schoolwide action plan each year. This action plan is reviewed by the school site council.
Budgetary adjustment, professional development, curriculum, and program decisions are made
based on the refinements to the action plan. All schoolwide decisions are made while
considering the following question: “Does this help Lawndale High School progress through our
action plan?” The Lawndale High School SSC, Leadership team, Academy Coordinators, English
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Language Development (ELD) Coordinator, Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID)
Coordinator, Department Chairpersons, Instructional Coaches, ASB Director, Athletic Director
and Administrative team meet in the fall and spring of each academic year to analyze
disaggregated data of academic performance of all student groups and has considered the
effectiveness of key elements of the instructional program for students failing to meet
Academic Performance Index (API) and Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) proficiency growth
targets. As a result, Lawndale High School adopted the following school goals, related actions,
and expenditures to raise the academic performance of students not yet meeting state
standards and integrated into the Single Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA).
Specifically, during year three, Lawndale High School took part in a mid-cycle progress report
review. In conjunction with the WASC team, Lawndale High School was able to evaluate its
progress towards its action goals and once again refine the schoolwide action plan. It was
during this time that we knew our goals had to be adjusted due to the overwhelming change in
the content standards.
During years four and five, steps had to be taken to adjust our course and to find alternative
methods to evaluate goal progress due to the lack of data that was available previously.
Additionally, Lawndale High School had to transition to adopt the Common Core. Due to these
significant educational shifts, new goals were formulated and the overhaul of the schoolwide
action plan began.
Analysis of growth and achievement goals for CST, CAHSEE, AP and Benchmark scores along
with the SPSA are communicated to all stakeholders (parents, teachers, administration,
community, and district) through monthly faculty collaboration meetings, SSC, English Learner
Advisory Committee (ELAC), District English Learners Advisory Committee (DELAC), and District
Parent Advisory Committee (DPAC).
Annual progress reports of the SPSA is developed during the fall of each academic year and
presented to the SSC for approval. Upon approval by the SSC of the SPSA updates, the report is
distributed to all parent councils, academy leaders, teachers, school site administration, and
District leadership. Published reports are made available to the parents and school community
by posting the documents on the Lawndale HS and District website.
Year six has allowed a complete self-study and completion of a schoolwide action plan that
aligns with the current educational structure of our school. We are fully implementing
Common Core and have an action plan that mirrors new priorities. The following list of
critical areas for follow-up is a synthesis of I) growth areas addressed in the schoolwide
action plan, 2) suggestions to strengthen areas identified in the self-study, and 3) additional
areas identified by the Visiting Committee.

Progress, Evidence, Impact on Student Learning for Action Plan Sections or
Goals
In 2013-14, our school goals were re-worked in order to align to the Local Control
Accountability Plan and the district Local Control Funding Formula. These action plan goals
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have since been adopted on a district-wide basis and now form our emphasis in the classroom as
well guide our justification for spending. While these eight goals may be worded differently than
the original SPSA goals that addressed the Critical Areas for Follow-Up which were suggested
during our last full visit, they are similar in scope and nature. The School Site Council has
analyzed the academic performance of all student groups and has considered the effectiveness of
key elements of the instructional program for students failing to meet academic performance
index (API) and adequate yearly progress growth (AYP) targets. As a result, it has adopted the
following school goals, in addition to related actions and expenditures, in order to raise the
academic performance of students not yet meeting state standards.
Current Schoolwide Action Plan Goals (LCAP, LCFF report and 15-16 SPSA):
Goal #1
Students shall be taught by highly-qualified teachers. Students will have access to standardsaligned materials. Students will be educated in facilities that are maintained in good repair.
Goal #2
Implementation of State Standards: Students shall have access to the Common Core Standards in
English Language Arts (ELA) and Math. Students shall also have access to science and social
studies state standards, literacy in science, and technical subjects’ standards.
Goal #3
Increase parent and community engagement.
Goal #4
Increase student performance in standardized tests.
Goal #5
Increase student attendance rates while decreasing chronic absenteeism rates. Also, increase high
school graduation rates.
Goal #6
Increase the sense of safety and school connectedness among students, parents, and teachers.
Goal #7
Increase course offerings in a broad course of study that includes various subject areas.
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Goal #8
Increase student performance on completion of A-G requirements and college readiness
indicators.
How these goals were determined:
After reviewing the recommendations from the 2013 WASC visit, the school revised and
updated the Single Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA) for 2013-14 school year. The 2014-15
school year saw new administrators being added to Lawndale High School and the SPSA had
minor revisions from the previous year and was approved by the School Site Council (SSC) with
input from its Leadership Team. Both the SSC and the Leadership Team reviewed and evaluated
data based on student achievement. SSC determined how Title I resources were allocated to
address both short and long term goals for students at LWHS. The LCAP was also used to update
the SPSA. Parents and students were involved in the decision making process for the SPSA. The
minutes from the SSC meetings and SPSA reflects the process. The SSC regularly reviews the
goals of the SPSA to assure alignment with the CVUHSD LCAP Goals. Based upon this
comparison, in conjunction with the review of student and program performance data, the SSC
modifies the SPSA to better serve the needs of students.
Goal #1
Students shall be taught by highly-qualified teachers. Students will have access to
standards-aligned materials. Students will be educated in facilities that are maintained in
good repair.
Critical Areas for Follow-up: This goal addresses #1, 3, 4, and 7.
The school is committed to providing all students with highly qualified teachers in order to
ensure all students have access to standards based curriculum. In addition, a number of staff
positions are used to support student learning across the campus. Our staff includes Instructional
Coaches in math, ELA, Science and ELD that supports our course content areas. Instead of a
Dean of Students, we have two Intervention Specialists that focus on attendance, PBIS, and
response to intervention and instruction (RTII). LWHS also employs an ELD coordinator, Link
Krew coordinator, AVID coordinator, Title I coordinator, four Academy coordinators, and a
WASC coordinator. Our AVID program oversees expansive peer and adult tutoring and employs
a diverse staff from a variety of subject areas. AVID teachers and coordinators undergo ongoing
training and have access to a rich curriculum. Teachers took a needs assessment survey at the
beginning of the school year and those results have helped our Instructional Coaches design
monthly professional development for our teachers through Professional Learning Opportunities
(PLO’s). The expansion of technology in the form of computer labs and laptop carts have
provided access to technology. Teachers can reserve computer lab space or laptops carts using
Outlook Rooms so teachers are aware of where to pick up and return technology.
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Goal #2
Students shall have access to the Common Core Standards in English Language Arts
(ELA) and mathematics. Students shall also have access to science (NGSS) and social
studies state standards, literacy in science, and technical subject standards.
Critical Areas for Follow-up: This goal addresses #2, 3, 4, and 5.
Our school has implemented staff professional development on topics such as the effective use of
technology, real world lesson planning, Common Core requirements, AVID training, innovation,
and current research based instructional strategies. Professional development for teachers to
analyze data and learn instructional strategies has become a major goal of teachers on the
campus which has led to valuable discussions and brainstorming during several collaborative
sessions. Many of the certificated staff have also taken advantage of opportunities to create and
implement cross- curricular lessons that span multiple disciplines. Teachers use Illuminate to
deliver common formative and summative assessments. Having common assessments allow
course teams to analyze student performance data and decide how to modify instruction so all
students are able to reach mastery.

Ensuring rigorous coursework requires that we provide instructional supports in order to meet
critical learner needs. The school employs an EL coordinator to assist our EL population.
Intervention classes and labs are offered to struggling students in an attempt to foster success.
Our ELA classes provide intensive reading support and intervention through the use of Read 180
and System 44 curriculum. CELDT testing is given to all students who qualify in order to
identify students in need of additional supports. Math intervention utilizes an online program
called ALEKS that provides targeted math support individualized to student’s needs.
Goal #3
Increase parent and community engagement.
Critical Areas for Follow-up: This goal addresses #6 and 8.
Lawndale High School has attempted to increase the number of opportunities for parents,
community stakeholders, and students to interact with staff through multiple mediums of
communication. It is a priority for the school to keep the website updated and to continually
improve our online presences since this is the most common method of receiving information for
many households. The school offers automated phone calls, emails, Google Classroom,
Remind101, PowerSchool Parent Portal, social media (Instagram & Twitter), and soon to come
ParentLink App to keep parents informed and aware of school activities and priorities. We also
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continue to develop relationships with local industry and business people through our academies,
club involvement, art performances/shows, service projects, and professional guests. Engaging
and encouraging our alumni connection will also be a priority as we move forward in
accomplishing this goal. Students and parents are encouraged to take annual surveys Speak It
Up, Healthy Kids, and a Parent Survey during registration week to give the school feedback and
information on various aspects about the school so we as a staff can have a better idea of what to
improve. We recently brought on board a community liaison to help reach out and bring parents
to campus. The community liaison has mailed out monthly newsletters and organized Coffee
with the Principal mixers allowing parents to comfortably visit school and share their feedback.
The community liaison will help facilitate parent volunteers and conduct parent workshops for
things they need more information on. The community liaison is assisting with PIQE (Parent
Institute for Quality Education, Honor Roll Assemblies, and Back on Track Meetings.
Goal #4
Increase student performance on standardized tests.
Critical Areas for Follow-up: This goal addresses #2 and 5.
Input from stakeholders indicated a need for increased student achievement on traditional
standardized tests as well as ancillary college readiness indicators. Our plans for accomplishment
of this goal begin with student achievement in mind; however, in order to facilitate student
growth and proficiency, our staff must be well trained and prepared for success. The school has
implemented staff professional development on topics such as the effective use of technology,
real world lesson planning, Common Core requirements, AVID training, innovation, and current
research based instructional strategies. Teachers utilize Illuminate to create and deliver common
formative and summative assessments. Teachers use SHMOOP to provide online review and
practice for Advanced Placement, SAT, and PSAT exams. All 10th grade students have taken the
PSAT through the Early Participation Program (EPP). The EPP initiative allows our district to
offer the PSAT for free to all 10th grade students. This initiative is designed to increase access to
college by engaging younger students in the college-going process. A majority of our 11th grade
students took the PSAT using fee waivers. Math and English teachers gave SBAC Interim
Assessments to help students become familiar with the SBAC testing environment and to help
teachers and students understand how the test is scored using rubrics.
Goal #5
Increase student attendance rates while decreasing chronic absenteeism rates. Also,
increase high school graduation rates.
Critical Areas for Follow-up: This goal addresses #6.
Lawndale High School has hired two Response to Intervention (RTI) specialist this year.
Intervention Specialist help to monitor student attendance, monitor campus, provide teachers and
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staff with support and specific interventions to help service the needs of their students.
Intervention Specialists help to run community circles, peer mediations, and other restorative
practices that aid in keeping the campus safe. Intervention Specialist also set students up with
behavior contracts and/or put them on Check In Check Out (CICO) to assist with keeping an
orderly environment. Teachers are able to use these list to identify students who they share with
tardiness and attendance issues. In addition, the Intervention Specialist collaborates with the
Counseling Department while they conduct attendance meetings and the counselors contribute
with the Academic Success part of the meeting. Students attendance is monitored and parents
are contacted, if necessary.
The Positive Behavioral Intervention System has helped to create more dialogue about strategies
that teachers can use to create positive communication and collaboration between teacher and
student. While not all teachers are actively documenting their use of the system, log entries are
continuing to rise as teachers gain comfort with the program.
Lawndale High School staff initiates communication with parents and families through a variety
of means on a regular basis, such as the school website, PowerSchool Parent Portal, electronic
media, text, email, Blackboard Connect calls, phone calls, occasional evening events, and our
district website. For families that are Spanish speaking, we offer a bilingual Community Liaison
to provide additional support. Additionally, we are developing a Parent Center equipped with
computers for parents in need of computer access. Our goal is to proactively provide information
to our families and our school community regarding our students’ attendance and achievement.
Goal #6
Increase the sense of safety and school connectedness among students, parents, and
teachers.
Critical Areas for Follow-up: This goal addresses #1, 6, and 8.
A goal for the Lawndale High School staff is providing supports that create a sense of
engagement, high expectations, and meaningful school connectedness in our students. Future
activities and plans will call for the creation of opportunities that facilitate positive interactions
between staff and students in order to foster an atmosphere that will result in improved
relationships and a sense of “togetherness.” We have already begun to move toward improved
relationships as we have embraced Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS see
above) which have drastically influenced our discipline rates and have helped to open
collaborative dialogues with students. Our district recently upgraded the tool used to track
positive behavior points to HeroK12. This system formerly known as PlascoTrac was used for
the past two years to track student behaviors and award positive points but PlascoTrac was a
program installed on a local server that could only be accessed while on the school network.
HeroK12 is a cloud based program that can be accessed from anywhere there is an internet
connection and students and parents have access to the app where they can track their positive
points as well as consequences for being late and referrals for behavior. Access to HeroK12 was
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recently rolled out to the staff and students in January 2016 so there will be an adjustment phase
as teachers get comfortable with issuing positive points through Hero and making sure all
students have logged on to the app.
LWHS provides student planners annually to all students which contain expectations and
standards of behavior in addition to offering the benefit of an accessible and useful method to
foster student organization and success. As our facilities and staff embrace technology and
modernization we are aware of the importance of teaching and demonstrating the responsible use
of technology and an understanding of ethics and safety issues at home, in school, and in society.
Our staff support multiple student clubs, activities, and organizations on campus that we believe
help to foster a positive and inclusive atmosphere. We encourage students and teachers to create
clubs that are of interest to them and we currently have over 40 different clubs. Many teachers
will have their classrooms open regardless of whether they sponsor a club to provide a safe and
open space for students to eat and talk. All administrators and safety officers can be seen
patrolling the campus during nutrition and lunch to supervise students. Some teachers and some
clerical staff can be found walking the campus grounds during lunch for daily exercise and to
engage students during a more relaxed atmosphere.
Goal #7
Increase course offerings in a broad course of study that includes various subject areas.
Critical Areas for Follow-up: This goal addresses #1, 3,
Lawndale High School (LWHS) offers a variety of courses and programs that incorporate
rigorous research-based curriculum that align explicitly to district and California state standards.
Many programs and courses were implemented to provide students access to learning
opportunities in curricular areas that inspire and challenge as well as provide additional support
for students in need.
There are clearly defined academic standards for every course on the master schedule. All
students in their senior year enroll in the CSU Expository Reading and Writing Course (ERWC),
which is a rigorous, rhetorically based college preparatory course designed to support all
students’ college-readiness in English Language Arts. Advanced Placement (AP) courses follow
the standards relevant to each subject as prescribed by the College Board. Classes within
programs such as California Partnership Academies, Advancement via Individual Determination
(AVID), and English Language Development (ELD) have specific standards mandated by the
goals of the program. Lawndale’s California Partnership Academy (CPA), the Biomedical
Careers Academy (BCA) follows the California Career and Technical Education (CTE)
Standards for each CTE course, but also adhere to the related CA state standards. The BCA has
also implemented a Project Lead the Way (PLTW) courses, Human Body Systems, which uses a
project, activity, and inquiry based curriculum. Two academies, the Academy of Media Arts
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(AMA) and BCA added UC Curriculum Integration (UCCI) program courses to their pathways
providing students with applied learning as they prepare for college and explore career paths.
With the assistance of instructional coaches in both English Language Arts and Mathematics,
LWHS implemented Common Core State Standards (CCSS) into the core curriculum (English
and mathematics) with pacing guides. CCSS textbook adoption is also under extensive review,
exploring the textbooks holistically to include technology and other resources as well. The
district-wide math textbook adoption is planned for the 2016-17 school year and includes the
piloting of two textbooks, HMH and Big Ideas during the current school year. Providing teachers
with collaboration and professional development time during the school day and during the
summer allows teachers to enhance, enrich, and create engaging lessons.

Goal #8
Increase student performance on completion of A-G requirements and college readiness
indicators.
Critical Areas for Follow-up: This goal addresses #2, 5, 6, and 7
While the wording of this goal is new, many of the programs that help to direct us toward the
accomplishment of the goal has already resulted in some success. Our CST ELA results have
demonstrated stronger students with almost ¾ at Basic or higher. CST math results in general
illustrate many students struggle in mathematics with majority in Below Basic or lower. The
SBAC results from 2015 reflect the same discrepancy between math and English with 53% in
English at Standard Met or Exceeded while only 18% in math at Standard Met or Exceeded. The
number of students enrolled in AP and honors courses has remained steady. Our cohort
graduation rates have remained relatively steady (90%) although the percentage of our students
meeting A-G requirements have dipped from above 50% to under 50%. The number of students
scoring in the Ready for College math or English on the Early Assessment Program (EAP)
readiness has continued to be low. Baseline data has recently been accumulated for the SRI,
CELDT, and SBAC assessments and will be utilized in the future to help determine growth in
these areas.
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Implications of the Data
Lawndale High School has a diverse group of students with large percentage socio-economically
disadvantaged. Our student body consists of Hispanic (76%), African American (13.21%), White
(1.83%), Asian (2.19%), and Filipino (1.16%). We have approximately 229 English Learners
(10%) and 24 students with Individualized Education Plans (11%). We have close to 22% of our
student population taking AP exams yearly.
While reviewing overall graduation rates with A-G completion rates, Lawndale High School
leadership team noted a discrepancy between the high graduation rate (93.7%) and a completion
rate of college a-g requirements was 45%. Most of our seniors (76%) are enrolled in a-g classes.
We realized that maybe not all of our students are interested in pursuing a 4-year university upon
graduating or may not have the resources to financially support entering college right after high
school, so it has become necessary to broaden our services to prepare all students to pursue
postsecondary opportunities, college and career.
The school has embraced Common Core State Standards and has supported numerous initiatives
and training programs to accomplish this. Our teaching staff has begun to modify existing lesson
plans, create curriculum maps aligned to the Common Core State Standards, goals, and practices
to prepare our students to achieve success on standardized assessments, action plan goals, and
attainment of Schoolwide Learner Outcomes. Departmental collaboration has occurred in order
to foster dialogue about meeting current expectations and encouraging growth in staff and
student abilities.
Data collection of student academic performance is an ongoing process and continues throughout
the year. Review and discussion takes place at monthly Leadership Team meetings and during
our weekly department collaborations on Monday’s. Parent stakeholders are involved through
governance structures such as the English Learner Advisory Committee, the School Site Council,
District Parent Advisory Committee (DPAC), Site Parent Advisory Committee (SPAC) and Title
I meetings. Lawndale High School uses multiple measures to assess student achievement. Some
of the measures incorporate the results on statewide standardized assessments: the overall
Academic Performance Index score, California Standardized Test (CST) results by subject area,
California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) passing and proficiency rates and California
Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) proficiency rates.
Since CAASPP officially began in 2015, our staff members are receiving instruction on how to
read, analyze and interpret data from the Smarter Balanced Assessments. In 2015-2016, the
English and math departments offered interim assessments to its students in an effort to collect
data and provide teachers an opportunity to practice how to analyze Smarter Balanced
Assessments.
Other site-based measures are considered as well: attendance rates, graduation rates, on- track-tograduate rates, and UC/CSU A-G completion rates. Additionally, other data is analyzed
throughout the school year, including D/F rates, common formative and summative assessment
results, and English Learner academic growth. Many course-alike teams, and even departments
as a whole, consistently analyze data on a weekly basis. On any given week, there is data
analysis taking place among the departments on our campus.
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Identified Critical Learner Needs
Based on the analysis of our Chapter 1 data, Lawndale High School identified three Critical
Learner Needs as follows:
● Improve academic achievement in mathematics and English while improving problem
solving and critical thinking skills.
● Increase A-G completion rates to help students achieve readiness for college and/or
career.
● Create an environment that fosters connection, support and engagement with all students.
Improve the culture of the school in regards to overall supports and engagement for
socio-emotional and behavioral needs.
Questions to Guide Our Work
The analysis of student performance, demographic, and perception data, and the progress data,
raised some important questions:
How can we increase A-G completion percentage for all students?
How can we better support our students in mathematics courses?
○ What are the primary obstacles to improving success in all math classes?
○ How strong is our curriculum and teaching? Do teachers have the training and
materials required for success?
How to develop academic literacy with strong academic vocabulary in students allowing
them to achieve in all subject areas and at all levels? What interventions can be
introduced that will help remedy this problem?
What instructional changes can be made to maintain the improvement in skills and address
the needs of our English Learner population? Are all teachers adequately trained in
supporting struggling students, particularly EL’s and students with IEP’s?
Is there clarity and coherence among teachers in their use of tier 1 interventions and
prevention practices?
○ How can teachers communicate that students are cared for at Lawndale HS?
○ Are we doing enough to meet the needs of all students at this school, not just
those that are planning on going to a four-year university?
Are teachers consistently developing and implementing learning experiences that utilize the
very best in research-based instructional strategies?
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Focus Group A: Organization: Vision and Purpose, Governance, Leadership,
Staff and Resources
Leaders:

Jennings, Amy, Social Science

Castillo, Amy, World Languages

Ketchens, Dawn, Intervention Specialist

Day III, Thomas, Science

Klein, Cathy, Mathematics/ASB Director
Mathiesen, Richard, Science

Certificated Staff:

Munoz, Rene, English/ELD Coordinator

Rodas, Paula, Principal

Renteria, Jose, E2020

Bartz, Bobby, Social Studies

Rodriguez, Luis, VAPA

Bauman, Philip, Science

Rojas, Leticia, VAPA

Bennett, Lisa, Physical Education

Shelton, Bryan, SPED

Castillo, Gail, Mathematics

Vidaurrazaga, Candace, Mathematics

Frank, Katie, English/AMA
Harbison, Erica, English

Counselor:

Hill, Mark, Mathematics/AVID

Karen Hicks

Students:
- Dimitri Hicks
- Affiong Bassey
- Samia Slimani
- Thayz Buruca
- Immanuel Eyo
- Isiah Webb
- Natalia Alvarado
- Nicole Nukpese
- Alexandra Monje
Parents:
- Yacquelin Amador
- Wendy Noah

-

Kathy Garcia
Monica Reyes

Classified Staff:
Atuatasi, Nellie, Data Processor
Becerra, Marisela, Principal’s Secretary
House, Jacquita, Records Clerk
Orendain, Rosa, Attendance Clerk
Knapp, Mark, Plant Manager
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A1. Vision and Purpose Criterion
The school has a clearly stated vision and mission (purpose) based on its student needs, current
educational research, current educational research, the district LCAP, and the belief that all
students can achieve at high academic levels. Supported by the governing board and the district
LCAP, the school’s purpose is defined further by schoolwide learner outcomes and the academic
standards.
Indicators with Prompts
Vision – Mission – Schoolwide Learner Outcomes – Profile

The school has established a clear, coherent vision and mission (purpose) of what
students should know and demonstrate; it is based upon high-quality standards and is
congruent with research, practices, the student/community profile data, and a belief that all
students can learn and be college and career ready.

Indicator:

Evaluate the degree to which the development of the school’s statements has been
impacted by pertinent student/community profile data, the district LCAP, identified future global
competencies, and current educational research.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

In the summer of 2013, the Centinela Valley Union High
School District (CVUHSD) spent ample time developing a
district wide graduate profile involving all district
stakeholders. As part of CVUHSD's Linked Learning
Initiative, stakeholders from across the district initiated the
process of creating a district-wide graduate profile. This year
long process involved district and site certificated and
classified staff, parents, and students to define the attributes
CVUHSD students should embody and exemplify upon
graduating from the district. All department, academy, and
course learning outcomes are aligned to this profile. Beyond
meeting graduation requirements and attaining academic
proficiency CVUHSD graduates will become:

CV Graduate Profile

1. College and Career Ready Individuals: Graduates
will develop and manage a clearly articulated
postsecondary plan that is aligned with their
academic and/or career goals and personal passions.
2. Effective Communicators: Graduates will be able to
express thoughts and articulate ideas through verbal,
nonverbal, written, and technological means.
3. Ethical Leaders: Graduates will demonstrate ethical
leadership through effective decision making and
self-management by understanding their personal
strengths and weaknesses.
4. Independent & Collaborative Critical Thinkers &
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Problem Solvers: Graduates will exercise critical
thinking skills to independently and collaboratively
address the nature of a problem and propose creative
solutions.
5. Socially Aware & Responsive Community Members:
Graduates will act as productive citizens who serve
in the community to improve the quality of life for
their local, national, and global community.
Through departmental and cross-curricular collaborative
efforts, the staff of Lawndale High School work toward
infusing learning experiences into the curriculum that will
prepare students to meet the graduate profile initiatives. The
graduate profile serves as the barometer by which we
measure the success of our students.
By expanding the Media Center and including students with
special needs, the school has advanced the pursuit toward a
higher education for all students including Junior Colleges
and Universities by inspiration and dedication. Also,
teacher and staff intervene in the progress toward a college
or career ready individual student by making them aware
and/or teaching back what they learn which is equivalent to
understanding the ideas and directions of education and
providing them options of what is available to them.
By offering a new class bell schedule in which students are
offered 8 class periods instead of our previous 6 periods,
students have the opportunity to take more classes while still
being held accountable. If a student needs more help in one
area, the new schedule will offer more interventions. For
example, students may retake a class during the school day
or recover credits through E2020. With this schedule,
students also are provided with the opportunity to take more
electives that were not offered with the previous schedule.
For example, in addition to student core classes, they now
have room in their schedules to take additional fine art,
practical art, or foreign language classes. Students will have
more opportunities available to make up classes, while also
having the chance to excel in areas of strength.
Development/Refinement of Vision, Mission, Schoolwide Learner Outcomes

The processes to ensure involvement of representatives from the entire school,
business, industry, and community in the development/refinement of the vision, mission, and
schoolwide learner outcomes are effective.
Indicator:

137

Lawndale High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report
Prompt:

Evaluate the effectiveness of the processes.

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Faculty meeting agendas
There was a change in leadership during the summer of
2014 and the new Principal had a desire to ascertain
Mission & Vision staff
feedback from the staff on its new direction. During the
worksheets
2014-15 school year, multiple faculty meetings were spent
discussing and revising the Lawndale HS mission and
vision. During the course of the year, both classified and
certificated staff members met during collaboration and
professional development sessions to to identify the “How,”
“What,” and “Why” of our work together; these are defined
as WHAT our school does, WHO we do it for, and HOW we
do what we do. From the compilation of responses and
feedback over the course of these collaboration meetings, a
vision and mission statement were developed from the
staff’s feedback thus creating ownership of the document.
This participation now represents the belief system of all
stakeholders. The new mission and vision of Lawndale
High School aligns with the CVUHSD Graduate Profile.
Understanding of Vision, Mission, and Schoolwide Learner Outcomes

Students, parents, and other members of the school and business community
demonstrate understanding of and commitment to the vision, mission, and the schoolwide learner
outcomes.
Indicator:

Evaluate the degree to which the school ensures that students, parents, and other
members of the school’s community understand and are committed to the school’s vision,
mission, and schoolwide learner outcomes.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Lawndale High School’s mission is outlined to students,
parents, and other members of the school and business
community. Lawndale uses the CVUHSD Graduate Profile
as their SLOs. They are demonstrated through the various
courses offered, programs, sports, clubs, community service,
field trips, and classroom rich curriculum. These are shared
to all stakeholders through different means. The school’s
vision, mission and school-wide learner outcomes are posted
on the school website, communicated to students at grade
level success assemblies, displayed in classrooms and can be
found on school planners. The School Plan for Student
Achievement (SPSA) is available to all stakeholders. Parents
who attend Back to School night are reminded of our vision
and learner outcomes. In addition, the Graduate Profile is
posted in nearly every classroom on campus. Teacher are

Lawndale High School’s
Mission Statement
Revision of Lawndale High
School’s Vision Statement (1415)
Principal’s Letter
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also encouraged to share the school’s purpose with students
in classrooms and to demonstrate the school’s goals in
lesson plans, discussions, and when setting priorities.
Regular Review and Revision

The school is implementing an effective process for regular review/revision of the
school vision, mission, and the schoolwide learner outcomes based on student needs, the district
LCAP, global, national, and local needs, and community conditions.
Indicator:

Evaluate the effectiveness of the process for revising these statements with wide
involvement.
Prompt:
Findings

Supporting Evidence

With the implementation of PBIS, RTI, and LCAP the
district has and is developing more effective interventions
that better fit the needs of the students. Instruction and
student interventions are now more data driven utilizing
PowerSchool, PowerTeacher, PLASCO (Hero), and online
surveys.

PBIS (Tier 1-3)
RTI (Tier 1-3)
LCAP DLST meetings

Weekly/monthly meetings
(Minutes from meetings and
agendas)

During collaboration/staff meetings educators worked
together to reevaluate the mission and vision statements
during the 2014-15 school year. This was very staff driven
with some help from the district office and administration at
the site. During the course of the year, both classified and
Monthly Leadership Team
certificated staff members met during collaboration and
meetings.
professional development sessions to to identify the “How,”
“What,” and “Why” of our work together; these are defined
as WHAT our school does, WHO we do it for, and HOW we
do what we do. This was done in a small group setting then
as a larger group where administration and teachers could
agree upon these statements. From the compilation of
responses and feedback over the course of these
collaboration meetings, a vision and mission statement were
developed from the staff’s feedback thus creating ownership
of the document. This participation now represents the
belief system of all stakeholders. The new mission and
vision of Lawndale High School aligns with the CVUHSD
Graduate Profile. Since that time our Leadership Team
meets regularly to discuss, share, strategize, and consider
any changes or adjustments.
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A2.

Governance Criterion

The governing board (a) has policies and bylaws that are aligned with the school’s purpose and
support the achievement of the schoolwide learner outcomes and academic, college, and career
standards based on data-driven instructional decisions for the school; (b) delegates
implementation of these policies to the professional staff; and (c) monitors results regularly and
approves the single schoolwide action plan and its relationship to the Local Control and
Accountability Plan.
Indicators with Prompts
Governing Board
Indicator: The

policies and procedures are clear regarding the selection, composition, and specific
duties of the governing board, including the frequency and regularity of board meetings.
Provide evidence that the policies and procedures regarding the selection, composition,
and specific duties of the governing board, including the frequency and regularity of board
meetings are clear.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

All regular governing board meetings are held on the second http://www.gamutonline.net/dis
Tuesday of the month unless otherwise noted. All regular
trict/centinelavalley/DisplayPol
board meetings convent at 5:45pm in the District Office
icy/682107/9
Board Room. Any non district employee 18 and older who is
a citizen of the state, registered voter and resident of the
school district is eligible to be a Governing Board member.
Relationship of Governance to Vision, Mission, and Schoolwide Learner Outcomes

The governing board’s policies and district-wide improvement plans are directly
connected to the school’s vision, mission, and schoolwide learner outcomes
Indicator:

Evaluate the adequacy of the policies and district LCAP to support the school’s vision,
mission, and schoolwide learner outcomes through its programs and operations.
Prompt:
Findings

The LCAP is updated annually with input from a wide
variety of stakeholders through DSLT meetings which
include English Learner and Foster parents, site and district
administrators, teachers, community and post-secondary
partners and support organizations. All district parents are
encouraged, through e-mails, text messages, and phone calls,
to complete an online survey. In addition, input into the
LCAP is solicited from the DELAC, DPAC, and each
individual SSC. In the 2014-15 school year, CVUHSD held
all day DSLT workshops to gain input from stakeholders.
For the 2015-16 school year, they have shifted their focus
and in an attempt to get deeper levels of input, they have
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expanded their outreach by holding “Listening Tours” at
each school site to allow staff, parents, and students to give
one-on-one input into LCAP priorities. Through these
avenues of communication, the final updated LCAP is
developed in direct response to the needs of each site and an
alignment with their vision and mission. The SSC regularly
reviews the goals of the SPSA to assure alignment with the
CVUHSD LCAP Goals. Based upon this comparison, in
conjunction with the review of student and program
performance data, the SSC modifies the SPSA to better serve
the needs of the students.
In the summer of 2013, the Centinela Valley Union High
School District (CVUHSD) spent ample time developing a
district wide graduate profile involving all district
stakeholders. As part of CVUHSD's Linked Learning
Initiative, stakeholders from across the district initiated the
process of creating a district-wide graduate profile. This year
long process involved district and site certificated and
classified staff, parents, and students to define the attributes
CVUHSD students should embody and exemplify upon
graduating from the district. All department, academy, and
course learning outcomes are aligned to this profile. Through
departmental and cross-curricular collaborative efforts, the
staff of Lawndale High School work toward infusing
learning experiences into the curriculum that will prepare
students to meet the graduate profile initiatives. The graduate
profile serves as the barometer by which we measure the
success of our students.
Governing Board’s Involvement in the Review and Refinement

The governing board is involved in the regular review and refinement of the school’s
vision, mission, and schoolwide learner outcomes.
Prompt: Evaluate the process for involving the governing board in the regular review and
refinement of the school’s vision, mission, and schoolwide learner outcomes.
Indicator:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Three years ago, the district stakeholders spent time crafting District Graduate Profile
the Graduate Profile with input from all school sites.
Focus Walks
Schools in CVUHSD have the autonomy to craft their own
mission and vision statements with the expectation that these
would be aligned with the Graduate Profile, as well as the
mission and vision of the district.
District office leaders began focus walks with site
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administration to calibrate teaching and learning
expectations in relationship to the graduate profile. Focus
walks are performed 2-3 times per month on average and
include site administrators, teachers, and district
administrators.
Evaluate the policies related to online instruction for
effectiveness in clarifying the vision for the school’s use of various types of online curriculum,
instruction and support methodologies; this includes, upgrading or updating technology, acceptable
use policies, CIPA policies, and policies to ensure internet safety.
Additional Online Instruction Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

In the 2105-2016 school year, CVUHSD began using
Google Education as a platform for classroom technology.
Every student and educator has a Google account linked to
the school. Teachers can communicate with students,
provide curriculum, disseminate and collect assignments,
and post extension resources all through the secure school
Google account. Staff has been provided multiple
opportunities and trainings to be able to fully utilize the
Google Apps for Education (GAFE) platform. We continue
to assess our needs in this area and provide more targeted
and intensive GAFE professional learning as the year goes
along. We now have a robust technology platform with
school-wide Wi-Fi, site based technology trainers, and a
district based Technology Instructional Coach.
Prior to bringing in the GAFE, staff members were trained
in and offered a multitude of online resources to engage
students in and out of the classroom. These programs and
applications allow students to stay current in their respective
classes even while out of the classroom for long periods of
time. Specific portals, such as PowerSchool, allow students
and parents to monitor grades and give them an extra line of
communication to teachers and administrators. Teachers use
other forms of technology - such as Class Dojo, Edmodo,
and the school website RSS feeds - to manage classes and
keep both students and parents involved in the workings of
classes.
We have a wonderful technology team at the district who
distributes and facilitates all technology to teachers. Each
fall, teachers check out their personal classroom technology
from the IT department on campus; generally, this includes a
laptop and document camera, and sometimes an LCD
projector for rooms that do not have permanent interactive
whiteboards. This enables teachers the proper resources to
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EBSCO database
SBAC practice tests in 9th 11th grades
e2020/Edgenuity classes
Digital Citizenship lessons in
NSS
GAFE Workshops
Site PLO Opportunities
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engage and instruct their students. The technology team at
the district level maintain and fix all issues teachers have
with the technology. At each year’s end, the team collects,
maintains, and repairs technology for distribution the
following year. Additionally, the Acceptable Use Policies
and FERPA regulation protections are updated and reviewed
with teachers yearly.
Students also have access to a wide variety of technology
outside the GAFE. CVUHSD provides digital textbooks in
most classes, as well as access to a digital library. They also
have access to EBSCO both on-site and at home. Students
who are credit deficient participate in E2020/Edgenuity
online courses. Edgenuity is an online program that is used
for credit recovery. Students are enrolled in Edgenuity as
one of the courses in their daily schedule; courses are taught
by credentialed teachers who supervise each student’s
individual progress through the online curriculum. In the 9th
grade New Student Seminar course, teachers deliver a
Digital Citizenship curriculum where students learn about
internet safety and policies.
Understanding the Role of the Governing Board

The school and business community understand the governing board’s role, including
how parents can participate in the school’s governance.
Indicator:

Evaluate the ways the school community and parents are informed as to how they can
participate in the school’s governance including their role in the determination of the district
LCAP.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The school community and parents are informed as to how
they can participate in the school’s governance through our
district and school website. At the school site, information is
shared through Blackboard Connect and announcements
during summer registration. Students, parents, and
faculty/staff members are also vital members of the School
Site Council (SSC), the School Parent Advisory Committee
(SPAC) and District Parent Advisory Committee (DPAC),
responsible for critical decisions made for the site and
district. Students, parents, staff/faculty members can also
attend the monthly school board meetings at the District
Office to voice their opinions on a variety of matters
pertaining to site and district matters, including the LCAP.
Each of our four career academies (AMA, ASLA, MSA,

PIQE
Title I meetings
School Site Council
LCAP information - School
Website
School Parent Advisory
Committee (SPAC)
District Parent Advisory
Committee (DPAC)
Academy Advisory Boards
http://www.lawndalehs.org/app
s/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=2
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BCA) have advisory boards that include industry and
community partners. Advisory boards meet with academy
leadership quarterly to help guide the academy provide
work-based experiences for academy students.

86115&type=d&pREC_ID=65
5959
http://www.lawndalehs.org/app
s/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=2
86115&type=d&pREC_ID=65
5959

Professional Staff and Governing Board

There is clear understanding about the relationship between the governing board and
the responsibilities of the professional staff.
Indicator:

Determine whether there is clear understanding about the relationship between the
governing board and the responsibilities of the professional staff and how that understanding is
developed and maintained.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The governing board, district, and our school sites have
through the LCAP process developed and are maintaining a
vital relationship. We have planned, developed, and put a
structure in place that has been successful. In the beginning
of the January 2015, the district reached out to all
stakeholders. The survey differentiated among students,
parents/guardians of current students, parents/guardians of
graduates, foster parents, certificated employees, classified
employees, site administrators, district administrators, and
community members. During the survey administration
window, each school also held individual parent and staff
input meetings. The survey asked participants about their
satisfaction with the quality of instruction, satisfaction with
district efforts to maintain and/or increase student attendance
and involve students in school activities, familiarity with
CCSS, satisfaction with the safety of school campuses,
quality of communication, knowledge of courses required to
be college and career ready, and Williams compliance, and
provided the opportunity for open-ended feedback as well.
The input gathered from this survey and the meetings at the
schools was shared with the District Site Leadership Team,
which acted as the LCAP Steering Committee (it included
parents, certificated and classified staff, site and district
administrators, secondary school students and community
members).

January of 2015, the district the
process of developing the
2015-16 through 2017-18
LCAP by issuing a survey to
solicit input from all
stakeholders.

The district set out to develop the LCAP through our District
Site Leadership Team (DSLT)In March the first in a series
of three meetings took place was a series of the three
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meetings was
the district's new Superintendent connected his vision for the March 20th and April 17th
future of CVUHSD to the LCAP development process
DSLT meetings
already well underway. The Assistant Superintendent of
Business Services also provided a multi-year budget
overview in order to give DSLT stakeholders a fully
transparent picture of the district's fiscal status as they
moved into the spending prioritization process. The DSLT
then engaged in the spending prioritization activity meant to
gather stakeholder input to ensure spending priorities
accurately reflected the community's' interests. The DSLT
identified the following top 10 spending priorities (in
alphabetical order): academies, college-going culture
initiative, common core state standards, counseling and
student supports, culturally responsive (relevant) teaching
initiative, English language learners, parent involvement
initiative, safe schools and attendance initiative, structured
academic support initiative, summer school and extended
school days (credit recovery), teacher and non-teacher
salaries. This input was then translated into a survey to
distribute to all stakeholders.
279 stakeholders responded to the survey and a ranking of
these spending priorities was determined.
During this day-long session, stakeholders engaged in an
DSLT met for a third and final
analysis of data, both quantitative and qualitative, related to time on May 15, 2015
each of the 10 spending priorities. Following this, a district
team member led breakout sessions with members of the
DSLT to examine the 49 actions/services in the 14-15 LCAP
and categorize each by spending priority. Next, they
prioritized each action/service within each spending priority
category. Finally, each group drafted a wish list of future
actions/services. All of this input was used by the district to
revise the LCAP for the 15-16 through 17-18 submission.
Additionally, throughout the 14-15 school year, the district
facilitated the following presentations to Parent Advisory
committees and English Learner Advisory committees and
provided written responses to comments from these
stakeholders through the following meetings and those have
been posted on the district website.
For the 2015-16 school year, CVUHSD has shifted their
input gathering focus and in an attempt to get deeper levels
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of input, they have expanded their outreach by holding
“Listening Tours” at each school site, as well as several
evening workshops, to allow staff, parents, and students to
give one-on-one input into LCAP priorities. Through these
avenues of communication, the final updated LCAP is
developed in direct response to the needs of each site and an
alignment with their vision and mission. Additionally, each
site has been responsible for maintaining a spreadsheet of
Metrics monitoring to meet LCAP Goals. Monthly,
administrators are tasked with logging metrics evidence, as
well as current status, of site progress toward expected
annual measureable outcomes for LCAP.
Through bimonthly administrative meetings, CVUHSD
shares expectations regarding professional responsibilities
with staff at the site level. Twice per month, both classified
and certificated administrative staff gather with district staff
for professional learning and information discussion
sessions. Information regarding Board expectations, district
projects and goals, as well as LCAP progress are typical
topics of discussion. Professional learning sessions for
certificated administrators focus on leadership topics such as
implementing Common Core State Standards, Next
Generation Science Standards, and the ELD Framework.
All principals and classified managers are required to attend
monthly CVUHSD Board of Education meetings to interact
with the Board, participate in the meeting, present items to
the Board, as well as be available to answer questions that
arise during public comment portions of the meetings.

Student Input forms
LCAP Progress monitoring
Sheet

Board’s Evaluation/Monitoring Procedures

There is clarity of the evaluation and monitoring procedures carried out by the
governing board in relationship to the LCAP metrics, including the review of student
performance toward career and college readiness, overall school programs and operations, and
the fiscal health of the school.
Indicator:

Determine the degree to which there is clarity of the evaluation and monitoring
procedures carried out by the governing board, including the annual LCAP assessment of
district goals and the Eight State Priorities.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Our school district has been recognized by LACOE as a
model to be followed for our evaluation and monitoring
procedures which guides us in our annual LCAP assessment
and priorities.

Implementation of the 2014-15
LCAP Goals 1-3 (District-wide
staff)

The district had four Action procedures in place that
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occurred from September 2014 to June 2015

Announcements

1. Assess and Engage
2. Draft and Consult stage

Negotiations with CVSTA and
CSEA

3. Share and Respond

LCAP Implementation: Using
Formative Metrics to Measure
Progress & Success LACOE –
October 27, 2014

4. Decide and Adopt
As we moved into the 215-2016 school year, CVUHSD
began the cycle of reviewing and monitoring both the
Expected Annual Measureable LCAP Goal outcomes, as
well as an LCAP Expenditures report related to progress
toward LCAP Goals. Members from the district staff and
each school site are responsible for maintaining a
spreadsheet of these records. Monthly, administrators are
tasked with logging metrics evidence, as well as current
status, of site progress toward expected annual measureable
outcomes for LCAP.

January 13, 2015 Board
Meeting
Share input data with: School
Site Councils, Student
Meetings, Survey, Leadership
Team Meetings, and Staff
Meetings
March 10, 2015 Board Meeting

For the 2015-16 school year, CVUHSD has shifted their
input gathering focus and in an attempt to get deeper levels
of input, they have expanded their outreach by holding
“Listening Tours” at each school site, as well as several
evening workshops, to allow staff, parents, and students to
give one-on-one input into LCAP priorities. Using the data
collected from the Progress Reports and Metrics Evidence
documents, combined with the data collected from the
Listening Tours, CVUHSD is able to get a very clear picture
of our needs, our strengths, and our needed areas of growth.
Through these avenues of communication, the final updated
LCAP is developed in direct response to the needs of each
site and an alignment with their vision and mission.

April 13, 2015 District Parent
Advisory Committee Meeting
DSLT/LCAP Advisory
Committee Meeting #1 –
March 20, 2015.
April 14, 2015 Board Meeting
DSLT/LCAP Advisory
Committee Meeting #2 – April
17, 2015.
May 12, 2015 – June 5, 2015
Public Comment Period
May 15, 2015 DSLT/LCAP
Advisory Committee Meeting
#3 – June 9, 2015 Public
Hearing
June 9, 2015 Board Meeting
June 30, 2015 Board MeetingSent to LACOE
LCAP Progress Monitoring
Spreadsheets
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Complaint and Conflict Resolution Procedures

The established governing board/school’s complaint and conflict resolution procedures
as they apply to the school’s stakeholders are effective.
Indicator:

Prompt: Comment

on the effectiveness of the established governing board/school’s complaint and
conflict resolution procedures.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

LHS Website
A complete Parent & Student Handbook is published to the
LHS website each school year. This handbook details all
CVUHSD website
procedures relevant to parents and students including
resolution of conflicts and issues. Print copies are available
upon request for families who do not have online access.
This same information is shared with incoming parents at
the Parent Orientation meeting in August prior to the start of
school, as well as during the parent meeting portion of Backto-School night.
Generally, when students and parents find fault or have
complaint with something at school, they are encouraged to
address this locally to resolve the issue at the source. For
example, parents and students are encouraged and supported
to conference with teachers directly when they have concern
regarding the course, grades, or classroom behaviors. Grade
level administrators assist with conferences or issue
resolution as needed or requested. When a resolution cannot
be made at the classroom level, the grade level administrator
or principal may assist for the next level of intervention.
This could include administration-parent-teacher
conferences, Student Study Team meetings, Community
Conferences, Peer Mediations, or administrator-parent
meetings, to name a few. Should a parent or student not find
resolution at the site level, they are advised of their right to
file a complaint with CVUHSD.
The Centinela Valley Union High School District has the
primary responsibility for compliance with federal and state
laws and regulations. We have established Uniform
Complaint Procedures (UCP) to address allegations of
unlawful discrimination, harassment, intimidation, and
bullying, and complaints alleging violation of state or
federal laws governing educational programs, the charging
of unlawful pupil fees and the non-compliance of our Local
Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP). We will
investigate all allegations of unlawful discrimination,
harassment, intimidation or bullying against any protected
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group as identified in Education Code section 200 and 220
and Government Code section 11135, including any actual
or perceived characteristics as set forth in Penal Code
section 422.55 or on the basis or a person’s association with
a person or group with one or more of these actual or
perceived characteristics in any program or activity
conducted by the LEA, which is funded directly by, or that
receives or benefits from any state financial assistance. The
UCP shall also be used when addressing complaints alleging
failure to comply with state and/or federal laws in:
• Adult Education
• Career Technical Education
• Child Care and Development Programs including state
preschool
• Discrimination, Harassment, Intimidation, and Bullying
• Foster and Homeless Youth
• Local Control Funding Formula and Local Control
Accountability Plans
• Migrant Education
• NCLB Titles I-VII
• Nutrition Services - USDA Civil Rights
• School Facilities
• Special Education
• Unlawful Pupil Fees

A3. Leadership: Continuous Planning and Monitoring Criterion
The school leadership, parent/community, and staff make decisions and initiate activities, based
on student achievement data, that focus on all students achieving the schoolwide learner
outcomes and academic, college, and career standards. The school leadership and staff annually
monitor and refine the single schoolwide action plan and make recommendations to modify the
LCAP based on analysis of data to ensure alignment with student needs.
Indicators with Prompts
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Broad-Based and Collaborative

The school’s planning process is broad-based, collaborative, and has the commitment
of the stakeholders, including the staff, students, parents, and business community.
Indicator:

Comment on the effectiveness of the school planning process to ensure that it is broadbased, collaborative and fosters the commitment of the stakeholders, including the staff, students,
parents, and business community.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

School Site Council
For the first time in a number of years, LHS hosts a robust
and active School Site Council (SSC). The elected members Single Plan for Student
represent parents, students, community members, and school Achievement
staff in school governance. The SSC is responsible for the
development of the School Plan for Student Achievement,
and overall school site budget. The SSC meets monthly to:
•
Review the school’s Single Plan for Student
Achievement (SPSA).
•
Review and analyze student data.
•
Develop a needs assessment based on the data
analyzed.
•
Assist the principal in developing the Single Plan
for Student Achievement (SPSA) and school site budget.
•
Monitor the implementation and effectiveness of
the Single Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA) on an
ongoing basis.
•
Approve the Academic Plan and school site
budget before it is submitted to the District for final
review and approval.
•
Review and analyze the SPSA for alignment with
LCAP Goals.
People interested in being involved in the School Site
Council are encouraged to apply. Also, the School Site
Council meeting dates and time are posted on the school
website and reminder messages are sent home to parents
selected to participate in the governing board.
Parents, student, and community members are also
encouraged to participate in the review and writing of the
LCAP. For the 2015-16 school year, CVUHSD is holding
“Listening Tours” at each school site, as well as several
evening workshops, to allow staff, parents, and students to
give one-on-one input into LCAP priorities. Using the data
collected from the Progress Reports and Metrics Evidence
documents provided by the school sites, combined with the
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data collected from the Listening Tours, CVUHSD is able to
get a very clear picture of our needs, our strengths, and our
needed areas of growth. Through these avenues of
communication, the final updated LCAP is developed in
direct response to the needs of each site and an alignment
with their vision and mission.
LWHS parents are notified of all meetings where parents
can be involved with decision making including School Site
Council, English Learner Advisory Committee, District
Parent Advisory Committee, and Title I. Through our school
website and with Blackboard Connect phone messages,
parents receive information on surveys to complete such as
Title I needs assessment, WASC parent survey, Speak It Up,
and Healthy Kids survey so to give the school feedback and
be involved with the planning process. Many of our parents
work multiple jobs and long hours so they may not always
be available but by creating surveys, we hope to hear from
more of our parents. There are numerous attempts such as
letters, phone calls, and district meetings that allow the
whole community to see the effectiveness of the school’s
planning process.
School Plan Correlated to Student Learning

The school’s Single Plan for Student Achievement is directly correlated to the analysis
of student achievement data about the critical learner and career readiness needs; schoolwide
learner outcomes; and academic, college, and career standards.
Indicator:

How do staff ensure that the analysis of student achievement of the critical learner and
career readiness needs, schoolwide learner outcomes, and academic and career readiness
standards are incorporated into the single plan and impact the development, implementation,
and monitoring of the single plan and the LCAP?
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The school’s Single Plan for Student Achievement is
correlated to the analysis of student achievement data about
the critical learner and career readiness needs, schoolwide
learner outcomes, and academic, college, and career
standards. The SPSA takes into account how categorical
funds will be utilized in order to achieve high academic
performance. This is also addressed in the School Site
Council. In order to promote critical learning and a careerready mentality there are different programs that are
established to promote higher education and options after

LCAP
School Site Council
Single Plan for Student
Achievement
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high school.
The SPSA is developed by the SSC, with guidance from the
principal and other school representatives. The SPSA is
aligned to district LCAP goals and is reviewed and approved
by school and district personnel.
In the LCAP, our district has provided support for
academies in order to expand student enrollment in Linked
Learning Academies and California Partnership Academies
and access to industry-themed programs of study that
integrate rigorous academics, real-world technical skills,
work-based learning, and personalized supports. The
purpose of academies is to build the capacity to effectively
integrate academic, technical, and work-based learning with
appropriate support services, coordination and
communication across districts' departments and school site,
and with its external stakeholders.
Correlation of All Resources to the Schoolwide Learner Outcomes, the Single Plan for Student
Achievement, and the LCAP

There is correlation of the allocation of time/fiscal/personnel/material resources to the
implementation, monitoring, and accomplishing of the Schoolwide Learner Outcomes, the Single
Plan for Student Achievement, and the LCAP.
Indicator:

Prompt: Evaluate

the degree to which the allocation of all resources supports the implementation,
monitoring, and accomplishment of the Schoolwide Learner Outcomes, the Single Plan for
Student Achievement, and the LCAP.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

There is correlation of the allocation of
time/fiscal/personnel/material resources to the
implementation, monitoring, and accomplishing of the
Schoolwide Learner Outcomes, the Single Plan for Student
Achievement, and the LCAP. The district board meeting,
School Site Council meetings, LWHS school site
representative, and Title I ensure that the resources are being
utilized in order to address school priorities. These are
outlined in the SPSA which allocates funding based on these
goals.

District Board Meetings
School Site Council
Single Plan for Student
Achievement
Title I Meetings
English Learner Advisory
Committee Meetings

Staff Actions/Accountability to Support Learning

The school evaluates the effectiveness of the processes and procedures for involving
staff in shared responsibility, actions, and accountability to support student learning throughout
all programs. This includes an evaluation of the collegial strategies used to implement
innovations and encourage improvement, such as shadowing, coaching, observation, mentoring,
Indicator:
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group presentations.
How effective are the processes and procedures for involving staff in shared
responsibility, actions, and accountability to support student learning throughout all programs?
Provide representative examples and data regarding impact on student learning.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Beginning in the 2015-2016 school year, LHS began to
utilize an 8 period bell schedule with built-in weekly
collaborative time for staff on Mondays. Each full 5-day
week of school, faculty and staff have 90 minutes of
dedicated time for collaboration. The first 30 minutes of is
dedicated to side-wide initiative such as WASC focus
groups, faculty meetings, and site-based PLOs. The
remaining 60 minutes are spent in departmental course
teams reviewing student data, planning for instruction and
assessment, and planning common formative and summative
assessments. On weeks of school that do not contain 5 days,
the collaborative day is lost to preserve instructional time.
Collaboration time runs from 8:00-9:30 am and students
arrive at school beginning at 9:40am; the remainder of the
week is divided into odd (TU/TH) and even (MO/WE) block
days with classes of 88 minutes in length.

School Site Council
Leadership Meetings
Instructional Coaches-math and
ELA
Technology Trainer
Focus Walks
PLC Course Leads
Schoolwide Tutoring Matrix
BTSA (through UCLA
Extension)
Peer Assistance and Review
PBIS
Intervention Specialist
Career Academies
PLO Schedules

LHS proudly has two full time Intervention Specialists who
do an amazing job keeping the staff open and aware of the
interventions that are happening with students to help them
stay on track. Teachers receive emails with lists of students
involved in an intervention for tardies, absences, behavior,
or academic concerns. Teachers are able to use these list to
identify students who they share to deepen the level of
support each student receives. Once those students are
identified, teachers can collaborate on strategies they can use
to help support the Intervention Specialists. In addition, the
Intervention Specialists collaborate with the Counseling
Department to conduct Student Attendance Review Team
(SART) meetings and Academic Success meetings.
Academic success meetings are held to target students
facing academic challenges; these meetings serve to bring
together student, parents, and school in an effort to provide
wrap-around support for the student. From these meetings,
interventions are put into place and students are monitored
over an agreed upon period of time.
The administration participates in monthly Focus Walks
throughout the school. The objective of the Focus Walk is to
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observe work in classrooms to determine if the current site
and district learning objectives are being met. The
administrative team then meets and discusses their findings.
After completion of the Focus Walks, administration will
give written feedback addressing the positive things they
witnessed in the classroom, as well as give suggestions for
improvement in certain areas depending on what was
witnessed and the duration of time spent in the classroom.
In addition to the Focus Walks, we have a full time sitebased Literacy Coach, Math Coach, and a Technology
Trainer; LHS shares the Technology Coach and Science
Coach with the other schools is CVUHSD. These
Instructional Coaches observe and support teachers through
demonstration lessons, co-planning and co-teaching, and by
providing voluntary district-wide Professional Learning
Opportunities during the lunch period. Our site based Math
and Literacy Coaches have also taken the lead, in
conjunction with administrative guidance, to coordinate the
bimonthly site-based Professional Learning Opportunities
(PLO) that occur in the first 30 minutes of our weekly
Monday collaborative time. During each PLO, teachers and
other staff members, including administrators, provide
professional learning on a variety of topics. The PLO topics
are selected from a survey of staff needs, as well as from
feedback after each PLO session.
Evaluate the processes and procedures for involving online staff
members in professional development activities that enhance the use of technology in the delivery of
instruction and support student learning.
Additional Online Instruction Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Lawndale High School does not have any online teachers
nor do we have any plans at this time to develop online
teachers as part of our Academic curriculum.
Evaluation of Existing Processes

The school leadership regularly reviews the existing processes to determine the degree
to which actions of the leadership and staff focus on successful student learning.
Indicator:

To what extent does the school leadership regularly review the existing processes to
determine the degree to which actions of the leadership and staff focus on successful student
learning?
Prompt:
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Supporting Evidence

School leaders have designated time built-into the school
calendar to discuss pertinent information related to student
learning. Each week, there is designated time for
administration to meet to discuss school site plans and other
action plans developed that target student learning.
Administration and leadership team members re-visit these
on a weekly and monthly basis to determine effectiveness
and next steps in regards to increasing student success.
School policies and procedures are also examined weekly
for purpose, effectiveness, and overall impact on student
achievement. Also, the SSC reviews the SPSA and the
programs associated with it each month. When deemed
necessary, other staff members or district personnel are
invited to assist with finding the resolutions. Results from
the reviews are shared with staff via staff meetings, emails,
and leadership meetings.

Weekly Adstaff Meetings
Monthly Leadership Meetings
Monthly Intervention Specialist
Meetings
SSC Meeting Minutes/SPSA
Attendance Action Plan
PBIS/ROCKS Action Plan

Internal Communication and Planning

The school has effective existing structures for internal communication, planning, and
resolving differences.
Indicator:

How effective are the existing structures for internal communication, planning, and
resolving differences?
Prompt:
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Teachers have a variety of different way to communicate
with one another and administration. There are opportunities
for teachers to communicate in person on a weekly basis
during collaboration within their departments. Teachers can
regularly contact one another and administration through the
district email, phone calls, and in-house mail.

CVUHSD Google Drive
District Email
School Mail
Weekly Collaboration
Illuminate - Data App
FAC Agendas and Minutes

The Principal meets monthly with the Faculty Advisory
Council (FAC) to address issues and concerns raised by the
staff. The FAC produces the meeting agenda based upon the
concerns raised by the faulty. Additionally, the Principal
relays the “State of the School” to the FAC at the beginning
of each meeting. This is an opportunity to keep everyone
informed on the progress of projects, such as construction or
scheduling. Minutes from the meeting are reproduced and
disseminated to all faculty members after the meeting.
Throughout the month, administration communicates
important information to staff members via a variety of
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systems including email, direct notice, faculty meetings, and
the Remind App.
Each month, the administrative team meets with the
classified staff. The focus of these meetings is to keep all
classified staff in tune with what is happening in the school,
as well as to gather input on concerns and issues that may
arise. We also take this opportunity to celebrate the
accomplishments and contributions of the classified staff at
this time by giving the “Whatever It Takes” award. This
award recognizes a member of the classified staff for their
unique and special contribution to the success of the school
over the previous month.
All staff members are encouraged to reach out to
administration with issues or concerns without fear of
reprisal. Since taking over in 2014, the administration has
worked very diligently to create a school community that
values each member’s contributions, opinions, and concerns.
Administrators all have open door policies and encourage all
staff members to freely address concerns with those who
may help bring resolution.

A4.

Staff: Qualified and Professional Development Criterion

A qualified staff facilitates achievement of the student academic standards and the schoolwide
learner outcomes through a system of preparation, induction, and ongoing professional
development. There is a systematic approach to continuous improvement through professional
development based on student performance data, student needs, and research.
Indicators with Prompts
Qualifications and Preparation of Staff

The school has procedures to ensure that staff members are qualified based on staff
background, training, and preparation.
Indicator:

Evaluate the procedures to ensure all staff members in all programs, including online
instruction, are qualified based on employment policies and practices, staff background,
training, and preparation are qualified for their responsibilities.
Prompt:

Findings:

Supporting Evidence:

Potential teachers are rigorously screened at the district level BTSA, PAR, ongoing
before being chosen for interview by site administrators.
Professional Developments,
Only candidates that meet the high qualification and
Collaboration on Mondays
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preparation standards of CVUHSD will be considered for
interview.
Permanent teachers are required to be working toward or
have Clear California Credentials.
First and second year teachers participate in BTSA with
fully qualified Support Providers.
Teachers that seek additional professional support can enroll
in the Peer Assistance and Review (PAR) program.
Ongoing training occurs during Professional Development
opportunities and Department / Grade-level Collaboration
on Mondays.
Staff Assignment and Preparation

The school has a process to assign staff members and provide appropriate orientation
for all assignments, including online instruction and focused programs, so that the expertise of
the staff members is maximized in relation to impact on quality student learning.
Indicator:

Evaluate the process to assign staff members and provide an appropriate orientation
process to ensure all staff are qualified and prepared or their responsibilities, including any type
of online instruction.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The school assigns staff members and provides appropriate
orientation for all assignments so that the expertise of the
staff members is maximized in relation to impact on quality
student learning. All Lawndale High School teachers are
credentialed and the selection of new staff is done first by
new applicants being screened and cleared through the
district Human Resources Division. Then the school site
administration will conduct interviews to select a candidate.
There is on-site support for teachers by administration,
department chairs, and instructional coaches. There are
numerous opportunities for professional development and
training for teachers. New teachers are required to attend
additional days of orientation to provide appropriate support
for their responsibilities. For new teachers there is also
Beginning Teacher Support and Assessment (BTSA)
program. Every school has instructional coaches for all
certificated staff.
Teachers are encouraged to further their education by being
offered a salary schedule that rewards attainment of
advanced degrees.
Classified staff are hired based on district specification.

Staff credentials
Staff list
Master schedule
Human Resources (DO)
Professional development
New teacher orientation
Beginning Teacher Support and
Assessment (BTSA)
Instructional Coaches
Department chairs
Academic school calendar
Curriculum and Instruction
Professional
Classroom observations
Walkthroughs
Staff development days
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They attend professional development training and classified
staff meet monthly with administration in order to clarify
expectations, deal with problems, or disseminate
information.
Defining and Understanding Practices/Relationships

The school implements a clear system to communicate administrator and faculty
written policies, charts, and handbooks that define responsibilities, operational practices,
decision-making processes, and relationships of leadership and staff.
Indicator:

Evaluate the system used to communicate administrator and faculty written policies,
charts, pacing guides and handbooks that define responsibilities, operational practices,
decision-making processes, and relationships of leadership and staff. Determine the degree of
clarity and understanding of these by administration and faculty.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Communication plays an important key in assuring that all employees
have an understanding and clarity as to who is assigned/responsible for
in a capacity of management, administrative support, etc. There are a

Welcome Back Staff meeting

variety of communication channels which are utilized.
Teacher orientation meetings are on-going during the
summer and occur the first week the teaching staff is on
campus. All new staff attends a New Teacher Orientation
that includes a complete review of all site and district
policies, programs, and technologies. Teacher/staff
handbooks are available online through the Lawndale
website. Each fall, teaches are apprised of changes in
policies and procedures during the Welcome Back staff
meetings, as well as being provided with an electronic copy
of the updated Faculty Handbook; hard copies are provided
upon request. Teachers are e-mailed an updated
“Administrative Responsibility Matrix” which provides a
breakdown of what areas of responsibility are covered by
which administrator. Throughout the year, administration
seeks to inform staff of changes in program or policy
through a variety of avenues including email, Remind app
messages, direct mail, faculty meetings, and PA
announcements.
During Monday Collaborations, policies are clarified and
training on legal or policy updates are provided.
E-mails are sent out to the staff with attachments that
address new or updated operational practices.
Counseling meetings are continuously held throughout the
year to discuss and communicate responsibilities.
Administration supports Professional Learning Community
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(PLC) which allows all departments the time for continual
improvement on pacing guides that are updated annually and
these pacing guides are given to each department to go over
during collaboration time. there is a course lead teacher
assigned to every class offered this person then is
responsible for working with their team to follow the pacing
guides.
Support of Professional Development

The school effectively supports professional development/learning with time,
personnel, material, and fiscal resources to facilitate all students achieving the academic, college,
and career readiness standards and the schoolwide learner outcomes.
Indicator:

Prompt: How

effective is the support of professional development/learning? Provide evidence and

examples.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Lawndale High School effectively supports professional
development/learning with time, personnel, material, and
fiscal resources to facilitate all students achieving the
academic, college, and career readiness standards. We
facilitate professional learning opportunities (PLO’s) at least
once a month for half hour sessions. Our Instructional
Coaches have taken the results of the needs assessment
survey taken by all teachers to develop PLO’s to support our
teacher needs. The PLO’s will usually have 4-5 sessions
where teachers can choose which professional development
to attend. The knowledge is taken back to departments
during weekly collaboration for debrief and rich discussions.
Recently, these opportunities have included a focus on
technology such as Google Apps and Google Classroom.

Professional Learning
Opportunities
Weekly collaboration
Teacher Needs Assessment

Supervision and Evaluation

The school implements effective supervision and evaluation procedures in order to
promote professional growth of staff.
Indicator:

Prompt: How

effective are the school’s supervision and evaluation procedures?

Findings

Supporting Evidence

An essential element of teacher supervision is the Teacher
Performance Evaluation and Professional Development
System. The collaboration between the teacher and
administration, with the ultimate outcome aimed at
improved student performance, improved teaching practice,

CVUHSD Performance
Evaluation and Professional
Development System
Meeting attendance sign in
sheets
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and professional growth of teachers. Professional growth is
essential to improving student achievement and evaluation
of teaching practice is interconnected with professional
growth.
In recognition of teachers, and in response to their individual
needs, the CVUHSD Teacher Performance Evaluation and
Professional Development System are designed to support,
encourage, and evaluate the success of teachers. Teachers
and evaluators will collaborate to establish their STULL
goals that meets the individual needs of the teacher.
Observations and classroom visitations allow administrators
to observe the activities taking place in support of student
achievement. In addition, observations ensure that teachers
will have many opportunities to demonstrate their
development toward aligning their teaching practice with the
CSTP. This would be an appropriate opportunity for
evaluators to request additional information.
The philosophy embodied in the CVUHSD Professional
Growth System is that collaboration between teachers and
their evaluators will improve teacher performance and
stimulate professional growth. The result will be improved
student achievement and greater success for everyone in our
school community. The process will be meaningful and
beneficial to the interest of students, teachers and
administrators.
The school promotes and provides multiple opportunities,
both voluntary and mandatory, for the professional growth
of staff. Administrators, department chairs, and instructional
coaches perform informal classroom visits. Teachers receive
feedback through email and personal communication. There
are also formal evaluations for every teacher as required by
the teacher contract. New teachers are evaluated annually
until they reach permanent status. Teachers also receive
feedback from their administrators during their STULL
evaluation meetings while discussing their goals, objectives,
strengths, and areas that need attention. Evaluation is
standardized based on district measurements and teachers
that are in need of additional support are offered resources
such as PAR to aid improvement. Each administrator is
assigned a specific department at the start of the school year,
and that administrator acts as an evaluator and liaison to that
160
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department.
How effective is the school’s supervision and evaluation
procedures in order to promote professional growth of online instructional staff, including their
technological competencies and use of technology within the curriculum, and their fulfilling
requirements for quality student-teacher interaction?
Additional Online Instruction Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Lawndale High School does not offer any online classes
except for Edgenuity (E2020) which is a credit recovery
course done strictly online to assist students with reclaiming
credits to graduate.

Edgenuity (E2020)

Measurable Effect of Professional Development

There are effective operating processes that determine the measurable effect of
professional development, coaching and mentoring on student performance.
Indicator:

Comment on the effectiveness of the processes in determining the measurable effect of
professional development, coaching, and mentoring on student performance. Provide evidence
about whether the professional development/learning has had a positive impact on student
learning.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Illuminate data
Lawndale has been moving forward with Professional
Learning Community implementation. This is a relatively
Professional development sign
new idea that is now in its second year. Most departments
ups
have moved past the “What do you want our students to
learn?” and we have focused on “how do we know if they
have learned it” using formative assessments and various
methods of checks for understanding.
Professional development continues to be offered by district
and site during staff meetings and teacher pull out day. The
effectiveness of professional development is primarily
reflected in classroom activities. For example, students are
submitting writing assignments through Google Docs and
many teachers are using Google Classroom as a Learning
Management System. Many AP teachers are using
SHMOOP as an online tool to help students review for the
AP exam and practice valuable concepts. Administrators and
Instructional Coaches meet during our weekly AdStaff
meetings and on weeks following a PLO, a discussion will
take place to identify which PLO session will be reinforced
during our informal walkthrough observations so teachers
can be reminded of implementing a particular strategy they
learned. This allows for follow-up coaching between
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teachers and administrators/instructional coaches to help
teachers implement what was learned during professional
development.
A5.

Resources Criterion

The human, material, physical, and financial resources are sufficient and utilized effectively and
appropriately in accordance with the legal intent of the program(s) and LCAP to support students
in accomplishing the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the
schoolwide learner outcomes.
Indicators with Prompts
Allocation Decisions

There is a relationship between the decisions about resource allocations, the school’s
vision, mission, and student achievement of the schoolwide learner outcomes, the district’s
LCAP, the academic standards, and the college- and career-readiness standards. The school
leadership and staff are involved in the resource allocation decisions.
Indicator:

To what extent are resources allocated to meet the school’s vision, mission, and student
achievement of the critical learner needs, the schoolwide learner outcomes, student needs
identified in the district LCAP, the academic standards, and the college- and career-readiness
standards. Additionally, comment on the extent to which leadership and staff are involved in the
resource allocation decisions. What impact has the process for the allocation of resources made
on student learning?
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The school leadership and staff are involved in the resource
allocation decisions. Specifically, the School Site Council
oversees the expenditure and allocation of site funds based
on the Lawndale High School Single Plan for Student
Achievement.
Lawndale High School is committed to gathering feedback
from stakeholders including perceptions and experiences in
order to allocate resources. LWHS gathers this information
to improve education and the services for its students. This
feedback is essential to the school in order to prioritize the
school budget. Students and parents are invited to complete
surveys from Title I Needs Survey, District LCAP Input
Survey to nationwide surveys like Speak It Up and Healthy
Kids surveys.
A district Leadership Site Team meets three times a year to
work on the LCAP. Superintendent, principals, associate
principals, teachers, and classified staff meet for full day
sessions. In those meetings there are breakout sessions in
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which those those needs are ranked and decisions are made
through a process of agreement from all sessions members.
Practices

There are processes operating in relationship to district practices for developing an
annual budget, conducting an annual audit, and at all times conducting quality business and
accounting practices, including protections against mishandling of institutional funds.
(Note: Some of this may be more district-based than school-based.)
Indicator:

Evaluate the effectiveness of the school’s processes in relationship to district practices
for developing an annual budget, conducting an annual audit, and at all times conducting quality
business and accounting practices, including protections against mishandling of institutional
funds. (Note: Some of this may be more district-based than school-based.)
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

LCFF is a layered funding allocation which provides
districts with a base grant allocation to be used for any
educational purposes and further allocates funds to schools
based on the number of students they have enrolled under
the following headings: free and reduced lunch applicants,
English Language Learners, and those identified as Foster
Youth. Supplemental funds are then allocated to the districts
for each child identified in one or more of the above
categories. As the percentage of students identified in one or
more of the qualifying criteria increases, a concentration
value is further added for each student above a 55%
threshold of the district’s total population.
School sites within our district receive a site operating
budget that is assigned to the office of the principal for
management and expenditures in each fiscal year.
Additional funds are then awarded to school sites from the
supplemental/concentration funding the district receives,
based on the proportional percentage of identified students
at any given sites. These supplemental/concentration funds
are referred to as “target funds” that are used to support the
three sub-groups to achieve greater academic success while
attending our area high schools. School receive Federal Title
I funding to support low-achieving students at any of our
schools that meet the qualifying criteria to be a schoolwide
Title I site.
Each year, great effort is made to include parents, students,
staff and community stakeholders in dialogue to discuss
expectations and what academic programs and support
services best serve our students. Stakeholders are

School Site Meetings
Club advisors are required to
account for all club funds
Department budget
Justifications provided for
money spent
Student Store files
Board meetings
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encouraged to share ideas on how to better serve students
academically and socially and to offer thoughts on where
priorities might be established with available funding in a
given fiscal year. In concert with the site’s efforts to include
parents, students and the public—the Governing Board also
meets each year to establish priorities for all district schools.
These statements serve as the foundation of the District’s
Local Control Accountability (LCAP)
At the end of each fiscal year, the Governing Board adopts
its LCAP which states our broad priorities that mirror the
eight state priorities and further identities the type of
programs, resources and technologies that will be employed
to ever further the capabilities of the district to serve our
students. This document is adopted in concert with and
precedes the adoption of the annual budget of the school
district.
Internal controls are constantly monitored by Business
Service management personnel to insure the integrity of our
operating process. Key personnel also offer their
observations and recommendations to site management and
classified personnel responsible for site funds as to proper
procedures and practices to be used in the handling of funds
at school sites. In addition, each year all district funds and
selected site funds are reviewed by an external auditor who
conducts a thorough audit of the district business activity for
each year which in turn is reported to the Governing Board
for their awareness and adoption and school site council
which oversees the categorical funds.
Facilities

The school’s facilities are adequate to meet the school’s vision, mission, schoolwide
learner outcomes; the educational program and are safe, functional, and well-maintained.
Indicator:

Specifically, to what extent do the facilities support the school’s vision, mission,
schoolwide learner outcomes, the educational program, and the health and safety needs of
students?
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Lawndale High School has new, modernized buildings that
provide the necessary technology to support students in their
academic endeavors. This includes an additional building
that is currently under construction that is scheduled to be
opened for student/faculty use in Fall 2016, which includes a
student center/union, cafeteria, and additional modernized

Measure CV
Phase One completed
Phase Two in progress
Phase Three in planning stages
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classrooms. The new classrooms are equipped with LCD
projectors, speaker systems, and Eno boards, all which help
facilitate student learning. Lawndale High School also has a
modernized performance arts center (Centinela Valley
Center for the Arts) which allows staff and students to host
meetings, performances, ceremonies, and
student/parent/community events. There are currently 8 full
time safety officers plus 3 substitutes (on call) assigned to
Lawndale High School from 7 am to 7pm or later if there are
school events. The district has a safety officer on night
patrol that visits each campus throughout the overnight
hours. Furthermore, in our modernized Media Center
computer lab, the counseling department hosts college
application workshops, and financial aid work shops. The
hours open to students is 7:15am to 7pm Mon.-Thurs. and
Friday 7:15am to 5pm.
Instructional Materials and Equipment

The policies and procedures for acquiring and maintaining adequate instructional
materials and equipment, such as textbooks, other printed materials, audio-visual, support
technology, manipulatives, and laboratory materials are effective.
Indicator:

Evaluate the effectiveness of the policies procedures for acquiring and maintaining
adequate instructional materials and equipment, such as technology tools and software, the
support systems for technology, software, textbooks, other printed materials, library media
resources, manipulatives, and laboratory materials for instruction including online.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The Governing Board recognizes that student learning is
enhanced when students have access to high-quality
textbooks, equipment and other instructional materials for
each of the subjects they are studying. The school staff feels
that we are just beginning to see the effects of a changing
financial climate. Math departments district wide are
currently in the process of adopting new textbooks for the
upcoming school year. Technology needs are always
changing and the school works hard to keep up with the
changes. Wi-Fi is installed in every classroom. Chromebook
Carts have been purchased by the district and are being used
with a great deal of regularity in many classrooms. The
Media Center computer lab is used daily along with the
main area where laptops are available for students to check
out and use.
Teachers who are concerned about acquiring the tools

District Technology Plan
Curriculum Development and
Evaluation
Selection and Evaluation of
Instructional Materials
Library Media Centers
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needed for the classroom often approach department chairs.
The department chairperson can then inquire with the
administration in order to meet needs. The principal has a
discretionary budget which is often used to provide
classroom tools and to pilot innovation in the classroom. In
recent years, the administration has responded quickly and
appropriately to meet the needs of teachers whenever
possible. The school has purchased Chromebooks, document
cameras, lab equipment, and instructional resources in fairly
large amounts over the past several years.
Well-Qualified Staff

Resources are available to enable the hiring, nurturing, and ongoing professional
development of a well-qualified staff for all programs such as online instruction and college and
career.
Indicator:

Determine if the resources are available to hire, nurture, and provide ongoing
professional development for a well-qualified staff. Include specifics if online, IB, and/or college
and career preparation programs are in place.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

There are a variety of resources, such as Advanced
Placement Institutes, re-trainers, AVID Summer Institutes,
and district inservice-collaboration days, in which staff can
continue their professional development. All new hires to
veteran teachers are exposed to those resources. Teachers
are encouraged through e-mails and announcements to take
part in those resources. There are also monthly leadership
meetings between academy teachers to help academy
teachers stay up to date. There also is quarterly course lead
meetings to help keep curriculum on track, These meetings
are then brought back to the site and spoken with their
course teams during collaboration each Monday morning.

PAR
BTSA
Peer Focus Walks
Instructional Coaches
Professional Learning
Opportunities (PLO)
Weekly Dept. Collaboration
AP Summer Institute
CMC Math Conference
Educating Careers Conference
California Teachers Summit

Long-Range Planning
Indicator: The

district and school’s processes for regularly and effectively examining a long-range
plan ensures the continual availability and coordination of appropriate resources supports
students’ achievement of the critical learner needs, the academic standards, college- and careerreadiness standards, and the schoolwide learner outcomes.
Prompt: Evaluate

the effectiveness of these processes.
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Supporting Evidence

Lawndale High School values long-range plans for student
achievement. The administrative team meets weekly and
when student achievement data is available there is rich
discussions on possible implications. At Leadership team
meetings, student achievement is a topic that continues to be
discussed multiple times a year. The school action plan is
revisited annually to gather feedback from all departments.
Information is then taken back to School Site Council to
examine appropriate allocation of resources based on student
achievement of the critical learner needs, academic
standards, and college- and career-readiness standards.

School Site Council
Monthly Leadership Meetings
Weekly AdStaff meetings
CVUHSD Summer
Professional Learning Week
District Wide Common Core
Learning Strategies

ACS WASC Category A. Organization: Vision and Purpose, Governance,
Leadership, Staff, and Resources:
Summary, Strengths, and Growth Needs
Review all the findings and supporting evidence and summarize the degree to which the criteria in
Category A are being met. Include comments about the degree to which these criteria impact the
school’s ability to address one or more of the identified critical learner needs.
Summary:

Lawndale High School continues to focus on building strong relationships between principals,
teachers, students, parents, and the community. The leadership at LWHS provides opportunities
for discussion and collaboration between staff members in both formal and informal settings.
Monthly faculty meetings, department meetings, and paid professional development
opportunities are provided. Teachers are encouraged to meet to create new curriculum and are
even invited to district-level planning meetings to continue this work.
In addition to staff communication, LWHS works hard to make sure that the parents and the
community are included in ongoing school communication as well. School Site Council, ELAC,
Title I Parent meetings are held, AVID Parent Meetings, Academy Parent meetings, and Sports
Info Nights. Back to School Night and Open House is held once a year to give parents a chance
to meet their student’s teachers in person.
The LWHS website is updated regularly with the most current information for parents. On the
school website, parents and community members can find information about upcoming events at
LWHS as well as email addresses and contact information for LWHS staff. Teachers are
encouraged to maintain open communications with parents via email, text, or phone calls.
Additionally, in 2015-2016 school year, parents are connecting to the district website and a
parent portal for school updates and information.
Technology has changed a great deal in the last few years, and LWHS has struggled to stay upto-date. The aging infrastructure has made it difficult for all teachers and students to have access
to Wi-Fi and other technology-based learning opportunities. While this is certainly a weakness
for our site, a strength that will help with it is the staff’s desire to learn and use new technology.
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Once the systems are updated, the teachers are actively learning how to use it.
The Positive Behavioral Intervention System has helped to create more dialogue about strategies
that teachers can use to create positive communication and collaboration between teacher and
student. While not all teachers are actively documenting their use of the system, log entries are
continuing to rise as teachers gain comfort with the program.

Prioritize the strengths and areas of growth for Category A.
Category
Strength
●
●
●
●
●
●

A: Organization: Vision and Purpose, Governance, Leadership, Staff, and Resources: Areas of
New Bell Schedule allows for students to take more classes & provides regular time for staff collaboration
Qualified and Professional Development-BTSA, PAR, ongoing PD’s, and Monday Collaborations
Resources both text and digital
PLO provided for teachers
Modernized performing arts center, Modernized Media Center with computer lab
Counseling Dept. hosts College applications workshops, FAFSA workshop in computer lab

Category A: Organization: Vision and Purpose, Governance, Leadership, Staff, and Resources: Areas of
Growth

● Encourage teachers and staff to communicate our school’s mission, vision, and student
learner outcomes to all stakeholders in order to promote a positive school culture and
shared values.
● Measureable effect of Professional Development. Need supporting evidence. Currently
we have Illuminate and Professional Development sign ups.
● More organization of resources and lab equipment
● Continue to solicit staff input about professional learning opportunities to provide
meaningful learning that impact instructional practices.
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Focus Group B:

Standards-based Student Learning: Curriculum

Leaders:

Huber, Scott, Social Science

Rodriguez, Roberto, Math

Huynh, Son, Math

Ramirez, Jacquelyne, English

Johnson, Christine, SPED

Certificated Staff:

Morales de
Languages

Peterson, Kendra, AP

Morris-O’Hearn, Vanessa, Science

Agner, MaryAlice, English

Pisciotta, Caitlyn, Intervention Specialist

Barnes, Martha, English/Instr. Coach

Reinhart, Monica, Social Science

Bedell, David, Social Science

Song, Joseph, Math

Bowman, Lauren, VAPA

Sorensen, Eric, Social Science

Calmer, Joseph, Science

Soto-Sanchez, Irene, World Languages

Cao, Mythanh, Math

Wilburn, Jack, VAPA

Prassinos,

Virginia,

World

Fleming, Jennifer, Science
Flores, Elsa, VAPA

Counselor:

Henderson, Kelly, Math/Instr. Coach

Sonia Rojas

Students:
- Kirsten Mach
- Preya Morris
- Elizabeth Rivera
- Denise Barba
- Jorge Palacios
- Damian Aguilar
- Jacob Khuu
- Kailey Hernandez
- Vivian Nguyen
Parents:
- Nira Turqund
- Diane Henry
- Nina Lofton

Classified Staff:
Jenks, Roberta, Nurse
Mailey, Lauren, Media Center Technician
Orendain, Tony, College & Career Tech
Rodriguez, Adelina, Secretary
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B1. Rigorous and Relevant Standards-Based Curriculum Criterion
All students participate in a rigorous, relevant, and coherent standards-based curriculum that supports the
achievement of the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide learner
outcomes. Through standards-based learning (what is taught and how it is taught), these are accomplished.
Indicators with Prompts
Current Educational Research and Thinking
Indicator: The school provides examples that document the effective use of current educational research related to
the curricular areas in order to maintain a viable, meaningful instructional program that prepares students for
college, career, and life.
Prompt: Comment on the effective use of current educational research related to the curricular areas to maintain a
viable, meaningful instructional program for students. Examine the effectiveness of how the school staff stay current
and revise the curriculum appropriately.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Lawndale High School (LWHS) offers a variety of courses and
programs that incorporate rigorous research-based curriculum that align
explicitly to district and California state standards. Many programs and
courses were implemented to provide students access to learning
opportunities in curricular areas that inspire and challenge as well as
provide additional support for students in need.
There are clearly defined academic standards for every course on the
master schedule. All students in their senior year enroll in the CSU
Expository Reading and Writing Course (ERWC), which is a rigorous,
rhetorically based college preparatory course designed to support all
students’ college-readiness in English Language Arts. Advanced
Placement (AP) courses follow the standards relevant to each subject as
prescribed by the College Board. Classes within programs such as
California Partnership Academies, Advancement via Individual
Determination (AVID), and English Language Development (ELD) have
specific standards mandated by the goals of the program. Lawndale’s
California Partnership Academy (CPA), the Biomedical Careers
Academy (BCA) follows the California Career and Technical Education
(CTE) Standards for each CTE course, but also adhere to the related CA
state standards. The BCA has also implemented a Project Lead the Way
(PLTW) courses, Human Body Systems, which uses a project, activity,
and inquiry based curriculum. Two academies, the Academy of Media
Arts (AMA) and BCA added UC Curriculum Integration (UCCI)
program courses to their pathways providing students with applied
learning as they prepare for college and explore career paths.

Master Schedule
UC/CSU Doorways
UC Curriculum Integration
CSU ERWC
Pacing guides
Course syllabi

With the assistance of instructional coaches in both English Language
Arts and Mathematics, LWHS implemented Common Core State
Standards (CCSS) into the core curriculum (English and mathematics)
with pacing guides. CCSS textbook adoption is also under extensive
review, exploring the textbooks holistically to include technology and
other resources as well. The districtwide math textbook adoption is
planned for the 2016-17 school year and includes the piloting of two
textbooks, HMH and Big Ideas during the current school year. Providing
teachers with collaboration and professional development time during
the school day and during the summer allows teachers to enhance,
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Monday Collaborations
English and Math Instructional
Coaches
Professional Development at the
UCLA Curtis Center and Heather
Dallas consulted on changes to the
Math curriculum maps.
Improved Math Department Syllabus
New curriculum plans
Vertical alignment and common
formative and summative
assessments.

UCLA Training conference
Google Docs

Use of educational software
(Illuminate) to create formative
assessments and analyze resulting
data
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enrich, and create engaging lessons.
Science Course Leads were trained in Next Generation Science
Standards (NGSS) implementation by University of California Los
Angeles (UCLA). Course leads facilitate weekly collaboration and
development of lessons using the new standards.
The Social Science, World Languages, and the Visual and Performing
Arts (VAPA) departments have focused on curriculum mapping of all
courses and formalizing for formative assessments into a more data
tangible format. Focused on Common Core and common formative and
summative assessments.
Overall, the LWHS staff has focused on implementation of Direct
Interactive Instruction (DII), focused learning targets (FLT’s), and
Professional Learning Communities (PLC) as effective instructional
techniques and philosophies. Additionally, Lawndale’s teachers use
research-based AVID instructional strategies deliver curriculum.
Through the use of the WICOR, Cornell Notes, Summaries, Thinking
Maps, Socratic Seminars, and various activities that relate to Costa’s
Levels of Inquiry. Teachers also provide research-based instruction that
includes the use of rubrics, scaffolding, cooperative learning and
preferential seating as appropriate. Each department continues to focus
on developing a comprehensive and rigorous instructional program.
Teachers use Illuminate software to input, track, assess, and interpret
data to focus on more creating an effective instructional program.

Academic and College- and Career-Readiness Standards for Each Area
Indicator: The school has defined academic standards and college- and career readiness standards for each subject
area, course, and/or program and, where applicable, expectations within the courses that meet the UC “a-g”
requirements.
Prompt: Evaluate to what extent there are defined academic standards and college-and career readiness standards
for each subject area, course, and/or program that meet state or national/international standards and, where
applicable, expectations within courses that meet the UC “a-g” requirements. Examine the annual submission of
course syllabus approval to UC for all AP courses. Verify that the facility requirements for "wet labs" are met for
all lab science courses.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

LWHS and the district is committed to ensuring that all courses offered
meet challenging university/college entrance requirements, and now,
more than 90% of all courses offered at LWHS are UC/CSU approved
and meet ‘a-g’ requirements. Each year teachers submit course outlines
to site and district administration for the annual course development and
UC/CSU course approval process.
Students, parents, teachers, and counselors will have full access to
Naviance, a robust college and career readiness Internet based program
that helps connect academic achievement to post-secondary goals, and
improve college and career planning. Currently, in its initial
implementation, counselors and students use the program to survey
students’ college applications, acceptances and post-high school

Master Schedule
Course syllabi
UC Doorways
Development of CFAs and CSAs
UC & CSU course approval
Increased ‘a-g’ course enrollment and
completion rates
Naviance
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career/educational plans. A rollout of the program is scheduled for the
CSAs)
2016-2017 school year, and will be incorporated into the curriculum of
Data Assessment by subject area
specific courses at each grade level.
(collaboration)
“Wet labs” are conducted in the biological, environmental, and
Standards-aligned curriculum pacing
chemistry science classes at least once every two weeks as outlined and
guide
mapped in the district’s course curriculum maps and are aligned to the
Graduation requirement checklist
NGSS. With the exception of Forensic Science, which is a “g” elective
Master schedule
course, all science courses meet the “d” requirement because of an
Fire extinguisher present in all science
approved “wet lab” curriculum. Facility requirements for "wet labs" are
labs
met for all laboratory science courses. Science classrooms are equipped
with fire extinguisher, eyewash stations, safety showers, and gas shut off Course leads for each subject area
valves to comply with safety regulations. During collaboration, teachers Biology Curriculum Map
examine CSA and CFA assessment data to evaluate student proficiency
Chemistry Curriculum Map
in NGSS standards.
The World Languages curriculum aligns with district, state and national
standards. New curriculum is being developed this year to also align it to
Common Core. Students are expected to take and pass at least two years FLT’s
of the same target language. Students are expected to read, comprehend
District Pacing Plans
and analyze a variety of texts and literature.
The LWHS Social Studies department follows the District Pacing Plan,
which is aligned with state curriculum standards. Unit CFA and CSA
Common Assessments and Illuminate data collection and evaluation
(collaboration) are used to assess academic achievement at established
benchmarks.
The LWHS Math department provides lessons to students outlined in the
Curriculum Map for Math
district’s math curriculum map. The math curriculum map include
CCSS aligned course resources, common summative/formative
CCSS
assessments, and performance tasks for each unit covered. Teachers use
CFA’s and CSA’s
their whiteboard as written communicate standards and/or focused
learning targets (FLT) to show students what they will learn. Weekly
collaboration meetings are used to ensure lessons are aligned to test the
appropriate CCSS.

Additional Online Instruction Prompts: Evaluate the extent to which the online
curriculum/courses consistently meet state academic standards. Determine if there is effective integration of outsourced
curriculum into the program.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

LWHS uses Edgenuity or E2020, which is an online, computer-based
program used for credit recovery offering courses in English, math,
social science, science, and electives. Juniors and seniors who are credit
deficient and are in danger of not satisfying district graduation
requirements, are given this course as an opportunity for credit recovery.
All E2020 courses are UC/CSU approved and meet “a-g” requirements
allowing students to be eligible for university/college admission.

Online Books
ALEKS
SHMOOP
Edgenuity/E2020
Increased graduation rate
Increased “a-g” rate
Increased 4-year university/college
admission rate

LWHS uses Assessment and Learning in Knowledge Spaces (ALEKS)
that is a research based online program used as a supplemental program
in the 9th grade Algebra Essentials course and 10th grade Geometry
Essentials course as an intervention to support students enrolled in
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Algebra I or Geometry. Students work through adaptive questioning and Read180
periodic assessments to instruct students on topics they are ready to
learn. Students enrolled in these intervention courses are able to master
concepts and CA state academic standards presented in the algebra and
geometry classes.
Additionally, Read180, is a research based online reading intervention
program used in the LWHS English Intensive class for 9th and 10th
graders as the actual course for raising and improving student reading
and comprehension.
Other online programs such as SHMOOP, Edmodo, ERIC, Turnitin.com,
Careerzone.org, bookrags.com, and online textbooks are used within
Lawndale’s classes to support student learning. Students have access to
online books from home, or anywhere as long as they have internet
connection, which allows them to complete the tasks, review, master the
curriculum, and get ahead. Online programs used by Lawndale High
School reinforce the curriculum that was taught in the classroom and
allows students to continue practicing from anywhere at any time.
For AP classes, LWHS use two programs to enhance student learning,
Edmodo and SHMOOP. These programs are used to establish an
ongoing discussion board where students were able to respond to
prompts and comment on their classmates’ responses. This program
allowed for interaction between the students and the teacher before the
year even started.

Bookrags.com
Careerzone.org
ERIC

Edmodo
SHMOOP
CAHSEE results
College Board AP results
CFA’s

Congruence
Indicator: There is congruence between the actual concepts and skills taught, the academic standards, the collegeand career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide learner outcomes.
Prompt: Evaluate the extent to which there is congruence between the actual concepts and skills taught, the
academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide learner outcomes.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

The strongest indicator of the relationship between the concepts taught
and the academic standards is what occurs in the LWHS classroom. On a
daily basis, LWHS teachers present creative, engaging, standards-based
lessons that promote student learning. Evidence of this congruence is
active student engagement observed during focus walks through
classrooms and through campus activities such as Science Night, science
fairs, MESA competitions, and the Art Walk. All classrooms are
equipped with posters of the CV Graduate Profile and the UC “a-g”
requirements.

Suggested schedules for academy
students including elective pathway
sequences of learning

LWHS career academies are working towards Linked Learning
certification that connect strong academics to real-world experiences.
While preparing students for the 21st century each career academy create
classes and pathways of study that focus on four components, rigorous
academics, teaching real-world technical skills, work-based learning,
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CV Graduate Profile
Integrated unit plans

Observations in classrooms based on
AVID strategies
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and student support systems. Academy students are placed in cohorts in
their academic and elective classes. In addition, academy learning
Use of the Writing Handbook across
outcomes are aligned to the CV graduate outcomes; however, they are
the curriculum
specialized for the specific academy focus. The CV Linked Learning
Summer Institute gives time for teachers to collaborate on integrated
units between two or more subjects, thus increasing the application and
repeated use of standards and skills.
Graduation requirements include
coursework in English, Mathematics,
Science, etc.
The content and skills covered are determined based on consulting
CCSS and departmental collaboration to ensure that all students are
attaining mastery in similar domains. Each Monday, ninety minutes is
set aside for teachers to collaborate in order to create common
assessments, share assignments, share best practices and analyze data.
This process creates coherence across subject matter since teachers are
Teachers administer Common
able to decide on what content and skills need to be covered and at what
Summative Assessments (CSA) in
level of mastery based on Common Core Standards.
order to assess students’ progress
The NGSS (Next Generation Science Standards) are focused on
Monday collaborations
“practices” of scientists and engineers rather than only content. The
CVUHSD has created and hired a science coach to ensure all science
classes focus on teaching using the NGSS model, which emphasizes
processes and skill-based pedagogy. Using these new standards, the goal
of the science classroom is to help students learn the skills, practices,
and habits of mind of practicing scientists and engineers.
Lawndale’s mission statement serves as a template for teachers to use
creative instructional practices to achieve “global citizenry” in its
students. LWHS teachers use diverse and culturally relevant researchbased methodologies as their classroom pedagogy. The curriculum that
is used in LWHS classrooms are aligned to the mission statement and
have the summative goal of achieving the mission for each student. For
example, many teachers use reading of news articles and nonfiction that
are designed to make students aware of their world, while achieving the
learning objectives in an English, science, history, or math course.
Similarly, the CCSS, which are implemented in the ELA and Math
classes at Lawndale, are structured in a way that enables complex skills
instruction to be scaffold progressively through the school year. The
CCSS emphasize the critical thinking skills required to become a
complex problem solver and enables the learner to complete real work
and be college and career ready. The NGSS makes specific connections
to the CCSS and hence developing a more structured bridge between
content, practices, and skills across the disciplines. This enables the
school-wide learner outcomes are consistent through the subject areas
within Lawndale. Courses within LWHS are unique, but aligned to
standards. Teachers design their courses and uses tools that help students
gain academic tools and real-world experiences through projects,
assignments, and exams. Teachers use weekly collaboration time to
develop lessons that allow students to learn and develop on a pathway
that aligns to the overall mission statement. For example, teachers use
class readings and projects that enable a student to delve deep into a
topic. Students are required to research, explain, and describe how the
subject relates in a greater context. An example of this is a chemistry
project that requires students to investigate a molecule that they have
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CV LL Summer Institute Agendas,
NGSS Framework, Science
department curriculum guides,
Teacher lesson plans, Lawndale
Mission Statement, CCSS,
CV Science Coach Job Description

Creation of new classes that are UC
approved.
Relationships built with Community
Colleges, Universities, and Private
schools.
Alumni Liaison between Lawndale
High School and El Camino College
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heard of (or is in the news) and they need to investigate its properties
and determine its impact on a community.
Student Work — Engagement in Learning
Indicator: The school’s examination of representative samples of student work and snapshots of student engagement
in learning demonstrate the implementation of a standards-based curriculum and the schoolwide learner outcomes.
Prompt: Evaluate to what extent the examination of representative samples of student work and snapshots of student
engagement in learning demonstrate the implementation of a standards-based curriculum and the addressing of the
schoolwide learner outcomes.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Student engagement in all classes is observed formally with
administrative evaluation observations, and informally with classroom
focus walks. LWHS is currently utilizing a shared google document,
which upon completion of a focus walk, provides immediate feedback to
the teacher. The purpose of focus walks is to collect data, which includes
student engagement, on instructional practices and identify strategies
being used in alignment with the full implementation of Common Core
State Standards, and identify strengths as well as furthers areas of need
for professional development. Teachers are provided instant feedback,
given by the observer, via either email or conference, in an effort to
examine practices and offer affirmation.
Art teachers develop curriculum that cross over to all subject matters
incorporating everyday real life problem solving into projects. This
practice helps students prepare themselves for everyday studio practice
and college life. As a culminating extravaganza showcasing student
engagement and demonstrating their interaction and relationship with a
rigorous standards-based curriculum, the VAPA department holds an
annual Art walk. During the Art Walk students display their artwork and
have musical performances.
LWHS focus is on student projects that reflect mastery of knowledge
such as in ninth grade biology. Students are graded on mastery of
knowledge and skills on quizzes, tests, projects, and labs. Supporting
assignments build students’ confidence and mastery of Next Gen
Science standards. The evidence is in projects and presentations which
evidence progression. Students present lab findings in a written lab
report and/or through a mini-poster symposium.
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Student Essays
Short response
Sentence frames
Marking and annotating text
Academic Vocabulary
Illuminate data
Cornell notes
Self-rubrics
Project based learning
Cross curricular projects
(academies)
Class agendas
IEP Goals
Focus Learning Targets
Progress Reports
Think Pair Share
I do We do You do
Checking for understanding
Labs
Art Walk
Station learning
Performance Text
Current events
Videos
SHMOOP
Interactive notebooks
Foldables
Graphic organizers

Integration Among Disciplines
Indicator: There is integration among academic and career technical disciplines at the school and where applicable,
integration of outsourced curriculum into the program so that curricular integrity, reliability, and security are
maintained.
Prompt: Evaluate to what extent is there integration among disciplines and where applicable, integration of
outsourced curriculum into the program so that curricular integrity, reliability, and security are maintained.
Findings:

Supporting Evidence

While more time can be given to developing integrated units and cross-

See “My Body is in Homeostasis”
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curricular projects and activities, LWHS biology teachers work with the
project
ELA instructional specialist to create Biology-Integrated Literacy (BILs)
assignments once a semester.
Student schedules
Each career academy has a designated counselor to assist with
scheduling classes for the academy electives and core classes. Often
students share the same teachers who can collaborate on units/projects.
Each academy is at a different phase implementing integrated projects,
but most academies try to do 2-4 projects between at least two classes
over the year. Often the integrated projects are through the English and
academy elective periods. The counselors make sure that students
complete their sequence of elective classes that include an introductory,
concentrator, and capstone class. The Student Advisor on the academy
leadership teams meets with each grade level to review transcripts, ‘a-g’
requirements for colleges, and to conduct grade/credit checks. Teachers,
counselors, and student advisors work together to support students that
need additional motivation and academic support.
Academies have projects and curriculum that span the disciplines.
Academies are designed to give students a curriculum that is rooted in a
real-life experience. The curriculum and projects designed from the
academy teachers reflect that basic tenet.
Academies are modeled after the Career and Technical Education
Standards (CTE). CTE has an annual conference where teachers can
attend and learn more about integration of CTE standards into their
curriculum. Some teachers have attended and have used these standards
as a way to create and facilitate integration across disciplines. Currently
students are recruited during their eighth grade year and opt into an
academy or AVID. We are not wall-to-wall with every student assigned
to an academy yet. When students are tagged in an academy starting
their ninth grade, they are in cohorts in their New Student Seminar class
and English periods. Students start their academy pathway elective
classes their tenth grade year, but this may be changing for 2016-2017.
During their 10th through 12th years, students take an introduction,
concentrator, and capstone academy electives.
There can be more integration of non-academy courses and across
disciplines. Generally, departments meet, but meeting across disciplines
occur less frequently, except for course leads (teacher leader of a group
of teachers teaching like courses, example: all English 10 teachers) and
their meetings.
Science course teachers meet regularly to discuss the integration of the
NGSS. NGSS articulates the integrated nature of science. At these
meetings, discussion about labs and projects that will integrate the
sciences. In addition, there are alignments of science labs and projects
that are integrated with math. The department chairs of science and math
meet regularly for integration purposes.
Academies help prepare students for careers by providing real-life
experiences such as guitar troubleshooting and repair, and the filming
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Student Advisor PowerPoints,
lessons/handouts
Sample grade checks

List of guest speakers with handouts
and/or student questions
Sample WBL academy projects
Academy meeting agendas,
CVUHSD Summer PD week ppt and
agendas; CTE standards; Project
plans from teachers; Science and
Math meeting agendas; Teachers’
plans for NGSS;

After-school guitar repair training by
CTE credentialed teachers, training
by teachers who have prior
experience in the film industry.

Academy Art 1 classes, academy
Video Animation classes, Academy
Music classes, Academy Film and
Theater.
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and production of short films that are aired online on a weekly basis.
Two teachers possess CTE credentials and prior industry work
experience that is shared with students.
Curricular Development, Evaluation, and Revisions
Indicator: The school assesses its curriculum review and evaluation processes for each program area, including
graduation requirements, credits, and homework and grading policies, to ensure student needs are met through a
challenging, coherent, and relevant curriculum. This assessment includes the degree to which there is involvement
of key stakeholders (governing board members, teachers, parents, and students).
Prompt: Comment on the effectiveness of the school’s curriculum review, evaluation, and review processes to ensure
student needs are being met through the curriculum; include the extent to which there is involvement of key
stakeholders.
Findings

Supporting Evidence:

Lawndale High School teachers in all academic subjects utilize
California State Standards and departmentally aligned instruction
throughout the district, both vertically and horizontally, across the
curriculum. Instructors in classes with the same title are teaching similar
content that leads students to success and prepares them for the next
course. All core classes have district adopted curriculum and pacing
guides. The district is in the process of aligning curriculum and
textbooks to State Common Core standards.
LWHS Department Chairs are great leaders assuring the district’s
curriculum is taught with fidelity in their department. Teachers have
different opportunities to attend conferences at the district and the Los
Angeles County of Education (LACOE) to gain more knowledge.
Lawndale High School has different types of collaboration meetings,
group, departments, and academies. Teachers meet to ensure they are all
following the district’s pacing guides. Teachers support each other by
sharing best practices, strategies and techniques of teaching the
curriculum.

Informal Focus walks
Formal observations
Department Chairs
Course leads/teams
Collaboration
CFA/CSA
Illuminate

In the past, math teachers volunteered to meet over two days to revise
curriculum for the upcoming school year. Recently, the revision process
has been more collaborative and ongoing. For the past three years, there
have been course leads who are responsible for updating pacing plans,
common formative assessments, common summative assessments, and
other course specific resources. The course leads are also responsible for
maintaining the alignment to state and district standards, and CCSS. This
past summer, math teachers, course leads, department chairpersons, and
instructional coaches met over four days to revise and update curriculum
for Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, Statistics, and Precalculus.
Additionally, our course leads are in charge of leading course teams
within the math department. These course teams continue to revise and
update the curriculum as needed.
The district provides many opportunities for teachers to meet and
collaborate. The district pays for AP teachers, academy teachers, and
course teams to meet during the summer and create common
assessments and curriculum. In these meetings, flexible pacing plans and
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signature assignments for each unit are revised and developed.
AVID teachers are also provided opportunities to meet with teachers
from other schools in the district. They are able to share best practices,
review the curriculum, share many project ideas, and create a flexible
pacing plan.
Department chairs and course leads regularly evaluate and modify
pacing plan. Modifying pacing to reflect the changing need and focus of
student education. Departmental collaboration is used as a form to
discuss issues surrounding effectiveness of current district curriculum.
Current social studies curriculum was modified over the summer to
reflect a renewed focus on late century and early 21st century history.
Time for collaboration is designed into the schedule every Monday that
allows to teacher, chairs, and administration to discuss and correct issues
surrounding curriculum. CFA and CSA are used to gather data on
student achievement within each section of the district pacing plan.

Policies — Rigorous, Relevant, Coherent Curriculum
Indicator: The school assesses the curriculum and its rigor, relevancy, and coherency after examination of policies
regarding course completion, credits, grading policies, homework, etc.
Prompt: Determine the extent to which key stakeholders are involved in the selection and evaluation of the
curriculum to ensure it matches the school’s mission and schoolwide learner outcomes. Particularly evaluate the
strategies used to solicit teacher input into the design of the curriculum and the use of technology within the
curriculum.
Findings:

Supporting Evidence:

All core classes have district adopted curriculum and pacing guides. The
district and sites are in the process of aligning math, English, science,
social science, and SPED curricula and books to Common Core State
Standards.

Course teams
Course leads
Weekly collaboration
Google docs
Vertically aligned curriculum
AVID strategies
Direct Interactive Instruction
Opportunities for credit recovery
(period 8 day)
SHMOOP
Desmos / Graphing Calculators
Common Core Curriculum Maps
Summer PD planning for resource
sharing
CFAs
CSAs
Performance Tasks
Cross-curricular projects
Vertical alignment

Textbook adoption is also under an extensive review for
materials for Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II. The review process
includes math instructional coaches from each site, math department
chairs, Special Education, Technology and ELL departments. Textbook
adoption is planned for the 2016-2017 school year for all three levels
and we are looking to include professional development. The English
Department is participating in similar meetings to align their curricula to
CCSS.
LWHS and the district has a going implementation of AVID strategies
school wide. Professional development is provided for teachers to
incorporate AVID strategies into their instructional practices -structured
tutorials, using Socratic Seminar, and Cornell note taking in all classes
that
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Teachers are also able to propose new courses at Lawndale. If the course Weekly collaboration
is already approved at another
Eno Boards
District school, the teacher does not re-write the curriculum, they get
administrative approval to fit the course into the Master Schedule. If the
class has not been approved before in the district, teachers may write
their own curriculum,
according to the UC a-g subject area course criteria.
Teachers then submit their proposals to the district office to be approved
by the Board of Education before submission to the UC a-g organization
for approval.

PowerSchool
Google Classroom
Gmail
Twitter
Facebook
Instagram
YouTube

Teachers and staff at LWHS are highly encouraged by the district and
site administration to incorporate technology into their classroom
curriculum and daily work activities. To begin, students and parents are
provided with a portal for accessing grades and attendance in
PowerSchool, as well as given Google mail accounts for communication
with teachers. CVUHSD also offers free wireless internet access to both
staff and students alike. CVUHSD is in the beginning stages of
implementing Google Classroom as a resource for interested teachers.
Google Classroom allows teachers the ability to effectively
communicate with their classes and easily share assignments, materials,
and messages. Teachers also find Google Drive to be especially useful,
utilizing Docs, Sheets, and Slides.
LWHS has also been able to purchase a number of
Eno Boards for use in classrooms. Accessing the interactive and visual
nature of lessons on the Eno Boards allows for greater amount of student
engagement.
Teachers also use a variety of other technologies in their classrooms.
Teachers use PowerSchool to provide students and parents real time
information including attendance, grades and assignment descriptions,
school bulletins, and personal messages from the teacher. Other
technologies that teachers and departments use include Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, and a variety of other Internet based
resources.
Additional Online Instruction Prompt: Determine the school’s effectiveness in the use of outsourced curriculum to maintain
curricular integrity, reliability, and security.
Findings:

Supporting Evidence:

Edgenuity or E2020, which is an online, computer-based program used
for credit recovery offering courses in English, math, social science,
science, and electives. Juniors and seniors who are credit deficient and
are in danger of not satisfying district graduation requirements, are given
this course as an opportunity for credit recovery. All E2020 courses are
UC/CSU approved and meet “a-g” requirements allowing students to be
eligible for university/college admission.

Turnitin.com
Illuminate
Google Drive
PowerTeacher
Pearson Successnet
Turnitin.com
SHMOOP
Illuminate

All LWHS students have free access to SHMOOP, which is an online
program for students and staff. SHMOOP strives to make core
curriculum accessible to all learning levels and increase overall student
performance in math, English, science, social science, art, music, life
skills, college readiness, test prep, and advanced placement courses.
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SHMOOP currently serves more of a resource for the self-directed
learner that wants to supplement the curriculum. However, a number of
Lawndale’s teachers incorporate SHMOOP into their lesson plans, and
many offer it as a resource.
Other external websites and apps are utilized in order to aid in creating,
evaluating, and analyzing assessments (i.e.: Turnitin.com, Illuminate,
etc.). In addition, resources such as critical thinking skill builders,
primary sources, and writing prompts are warehoused on apps such as
Google Drive. Turnitin.com is used by teachers to scan for plagiarism
and compares student work to other resources. Illuminate is an Internet
based item bank linked to state and national standards to create
assessments and allows teachers to analyze student data and progress.

Articulation and Follow-up Studies
Indicator: The school articulates regularly with feeder schools and local colleges and universities and technical
schools. The school uses follow-up studies of graduates and others to learn about the effectiveness of the curricular
program.
Prompt: Share examples of articulation with feeder schools and local colleges and universities and technical
schools, including comments on the regularity and effectiveness of these effects. What has been revealed through the
follow-up studies of graduates and others regarding the effectiveness of the curricular program?
Findings:

Supporting Evidence

The instructional supports team (instructional coaches, department
chairs, admin, teacher leaders, district leaders) meets with Feeder School
Teachers and leaders 3 times a year for math articulation and 3 times a
year for English. Topic Discussed: Vertical Alignment, placement in 9
grade math classes, observing each other, best practices.

Flow chart for placement. Meeting
dates.

In the spring, math and English instructional coaches, along with the
director of curriculum and instruction, go to each feeder school (HMS,
PVMS, JAMS, LMS, BCMS, RMS, etc.) and meet with the 8th grade
math teachers to place each student in the proper 9th grade class
The Instructional Support team (a group of district administrators and
math, science, and English coaches) meets with feeder schools in an
effort to expose them to the many academies, programs, and resources
available at Lawndale High. Vertical articulation is discussed and
implemented as much as is possible.
LWHS goes to feeder schools beginning in November of each school
year to promote and encourage middle school student to join LWHS
curricular programs, such AVID and career academies. Instructional
coaches also work with feeder schools’ teachers to determine students’
academic needs and placement in high school math and ELA classes.
The LWHS Counseling staff and College & Career Center advise
students on college admission requirements, entrance exams, financial
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aid, and apprenticeship programs. The school holds a College & Career
Fair
where students interested in attending college can obtain information
from a representative of that college. This year over 35 colleges,
College & Career Fair flyer
university, trade, technical schools, and scholarship organizations were
present. In
College & Career Center calendar
addition, Lawndale’s College & Career Center and the
FAFSA workshop flyer
guidance office has colleges come directly to the high
school to share information. This year Lawndale seniors met with
representatives from El Camino Community College, Santa Monica
Community College, UCLA,
UCSB, USC, CSU Long Beach, US Marines, Grand Canyon University,
NROTC Navy, to name a few. In addition, LWHS Counselors also
conducted a several workshops to assist students with their UC and CSU
applications and admissions essays as well as several workshops for
completing FAFSA applications.
Post-Graduate Monitoring: The LWHS College & Career Center uses
Naviance to survey seniors about their admission to any
colleges/tech/trade schools, major intended to pursue, and scholarships
awarded, as we continually attempt to track students’ plans after
graduation. Special education students are required to have a postsecondary plan included in their high school IEP. The student has
transition goals in the areas of post-secondary education, career
exploration, and independent living.

B2.

Naviance Senior Survey
IEP transition goals

Access to Curriculum Criterion

All students have equal access to the school’s entire program and are provided77 assistance with a personal learning
plan to prepare them for the pursuit of their academic, personal, and career goals.
Indicators with Prompts
Variety of Programs — Full Range of Choices
Indicator: All students are able to make appropriate choices and pursue a full range of realistic college and career
and/or other educational options. The school provides for career exploration, preparation for postsecondary
education, and pre-technical training for all students.
Prompt: How effective are the processes to allow all students to make appropriate choices and pursue a full range of
realistic college and career and/or other educational options? Discuss how the school ensures effective
opportunities for career exploration, preparation for postsecondary education, and pre-technical training for all
students.
Findings:

Supporting Evidence:

LWHS students have the option of enrolling in career academies or
AVID to help students plan their academic and postsecondary careers
and education. Such programs are available through the Counseling
Office and the Special Education Department. All students at all grade
levels meet with members of their counselor several times during the
academic year. The meetings vary depending on student needs but the
aim is always to focus on academic achievement, personal growth and

College and Career Center
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pursuit of goals and careers after high school.
Lawndale High School has a College and Career Center with a very
helpful CCC Technician. We have numerous universities, technical
schools, Army, NAVY, and many more make presentations to the
student for them to explore the different option after high school.
Students are well prepared for the postsecondary education with the
abundance of Advanced Placement (AP) and Honor Classes: AP
Statistics, AP Calculus, AP English Language, AP English Literature,
AP Environmental Science, AP Macroeconomics, AP Physics, AP
Psychology, AP Spanish Language, AP Spanish Literature, AP Studio
Art, AP US History, AP US Government, AP European History, AP
Human Geography, Biology Honors, Chemistry Honors, English
Honors, Geometry Honors, Algebra 2 Honors, and Pre-Calculus Honors.
Students take challenging courses and are ready to continue their
education at an institution of higher learning.
Students receive career exploration and pre-training from career
academies that Lawndale High School offers: Academy of Media Arts,
American Sign Language Academy, Biomedical Careers, Advanced Via
Individual Determination, and Marine Science Academy. LWHS
students select their academy, in which they acquire the proper training
in order to pursue a career of their choice. Industry guest speakers and
college students present their experiences in the field regarding
education, application processes, internships, technical fluency, etc. The
academies offer core and elective options that prepare students for
college or career post-secondary options.

AP Classes
Honor Classes
Career Exploration and Pre-training
from their academy:
● AMA
● ASLA
● BCA
● AVID
● MSA
Calendar in College/ Career Center
displays College visitations, Career
Awareness classes offered in the
Master Schedule.
Transcript lessons, guest speaker
flyers, academy/AVID suggested
schedules.

LWHS programs stress the importance of sequential planning for units
and lessons, direct interactive instruction, and linked learning. As the
students strengthen their ability to work with each discipline, they
continue to dialogue about the work while strengthening their skill set.
We are currently involved in the transition of switching from the
California Framework Standards to the Common Core Standards. We
organize the curriculum to support student understanding and we test for
student mastery of subject matter. We require our students to respond
both in active learning and in writing for critique purposes and to
demonstrate accurate knowledge of all of the above. As students
transition through the various levels of education they are prepared to
make proper choices based on the record of accomplishment of previous
academic accomplishments.

Accessibility of All Students to Curriculum
Indicator: A rigorous, relevant, and coherent curriculum to all students is accessible to all students through all
courses/programs offered. The school examines the demographics and situation of students throughout the class
offerings. The school’s instructional practices and other activities facilitate access and success for all students.
Prompt: Evaluate students’ access to a rigorous, relevant, and coherent curriculum across all programs. To what
extent do the instructional practices of teachers and other activities facilitate access and success for all students?
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Supporting Evidence:

All students at LWHS have access to rigorous, relevant, and coherent
curriculum across all programs that are aligned with district and state
standards. All students have access to free teacher led tutoring before
and after school in many of the core subjects.
LWHS English Learner (EL) Coordinator and the Districts ELD
Coordinator work together to find the most appropriate placement for
our EL students, whether it is in the general education classroom or in a
designated EL classroom. Students are assessed with the CELDT and
given support in their classes. The ELD Coordinator supports teachers
and staff in the instruction of EL students. The LWHS EL Coordinator
develops an individualized plan for each EL student who received an F
in the prior semester in his or her ELA Course and is currently receiving
a grade of less than a “C”. They also meet with these SIP students
weekly for grade checks and monitoring of tutoring and other supports.

ELD Coordinator
EL Coordinator
IEPs
SST plans
EL Student Intervention Plans
DII Training Binders
DII instructional strategies
AVID strategies

LWHS students who meet the criteria/eligibility for Special Educational
services receive an offer of free and appropriate public education in the
least restrictive environment. Special Education teachers work and
collaborate with general education teachers to support special education
students in the general education classes in order to meet the core
curricular standards. Special Education provides Individualized
Educational Plan (IEP’s) for students who have special needs in order to
support those students in the least restrictive learning environment.
Student Study Teams (SST’s) evaluate and determine whether sufficient
interventions have been implemented for those students who are
struggling within the general education setting. If deemed necessary and
appropriate, the SST will then make a recommendation for formalized
special education assessment. If the student qualifies/eligible for special
education services an IEP is held to determine the appropriate
educational setting within the least restrictive environment, the best
academic schedule, and any other services for the student to gain access
to the general education curriculum.
Direct Interactive Instruction and AVID are strategies adopted by LWHS
to allow students in general, special education, and honors/AP courses to
engage with and access curriculum. Goal in the area of using AVID
strategies is to involve non-AVID teachers to engage students and allow
access to curriculum.

Additional Online Instruction Prompt: Evaluate the procedures to ensure that students have access to courses that meet the
UC “a-g” requirements, including lab courses.
Findings:

Supporting Evidence:

The LWHS Counseling Office offers academic planning to students at
all grade levels. Incoming freshmen, and their parents/guardians, meet
initially with counselors during the freshman registration in the spring
semester of their 8th grade year. During this meeting, counselors review
and discuss the Freshman Course Selection sheet, which lists all the
courses and programs offered to freshmen. During this time, counselors
answer all questions the parents/guardians and students have about

AVID program
CVUHSD graduation requirements:
LWHS website,
CVUHSD website
Teacher page
A-G posters
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special programs offered, and the courses to select based on their
Graduate Profile poster
interests and college and career goals.
District graduation requirements
All students’ academic progress is monitored by their counselor, EL
poster
Coordinator, AVID Coordinator, career academy coordinator and/or the
SPED case carrier. The counselors monitor students’ GPA’s
PowerSchool.
Counselors then contact the academically at-risk student, their parents,
and/or their teachers in an effort to support student’s efforts to progress.
Each career academy and AVID teacher discuss with their student’s
graduation and a-g requirements for UC admission. Each class has a
poster listing in details the a-g requirements, the CVUHS graduate
profile and the specific course and credit requirements for graduation.
The LWHS website has a worksheet that lists graduation requirements
and a-g requirements
Student-Parent-Staff Collaboration
Indicator: Parents, students, and staff collaborate in developing and monitoring a student’s personal learning plan,
and their college and career and/or other educational goals. (This includes the evaluation of whether online
instruction matches the student’s learning style.)
Prompt: Evaluate to what extent parents, students, and staff collaborate in developing and monitoring a student’s
personal learning plan, and their college and career and/or other educational goals.
Findings:

Supporting Evidence:

During the spring semester registration, students of all grade levels meet
with counselors and officially request the classes that best fit their
individual academic needs. Counselors initially meet with the students in
their History/Social Science class, and provide them with a gradespecific “Course Selection Sheet,” which lists all the courses and
programs available to them for their grade level.

PowerSchool
RTI Specialists

Each fall LWHS hosts evening presentations for parents of incoming 9th
grade students at the feeder schools to provide them information about
the upcoming freshman registration, graduation and college
requirements. In August of each school year, the Link Krew hosts
Freshman Orientation. The freshmen participate in activities to acquaint
them with the high school experience and with the campus. Each
freshman is linked with an upperclassman student who give the students
a tour of the school, help them pick-up their books, take their picture for
their photo ID, and purchase their PE clothes.
The Student Success Team (SST) is a group consisting of the counselor,
teachers, administrator, and support personnel formed to further examine
a student's academic,
behavioral and social-emotional progress. The student’s counselor
usually initiates this SST meeting. Once the counselor gathers all
pertinent information, an SST meeting is scheduled with the student,
parent/guardian, administrator, counselor, and teacher(s). The SST team
then proposes interventions necessary for student success.
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IEP meetings and documents with
participants’ signatures.
High School Information nights
Parent-Teacher conferences/meetings,
phone calls or emails.
AVID binders with grade checks.
Senior parents meet with counselors,
administrators and college and career
advisor to discuss graduation plans
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Response-to-Intervention (RTI) is a system utilized to identify at risk
students so that they can receive timely interventions that address social,
emotional, cognitive, etc. factors that may be affecting student
achievement. The RTI Specialists conduct meetings with
parents/guardians, counselors and administrators when students are not
responding to instruction or interventions for the student’s success.
If a student has learning and attention issues and is
struggling in school, they may qualify for a 504 plan to offer
accommodations to access curriculum. This evaluation can be initiated
by either the guardian or the school, and begins with a formal SST
meeting.
Teachers participate in IEPs meetings to ensure that students’ needs are
met and to keep good communication about students’ progress. When a
student is struggling in class, due to behavior or work habits, teachers set
up meetings with parents/tutors and students to develop a plan for
student’s improvement.
AVID students are required to fill out grade checks every two weeks and
have their parents sign them. This provides the parents communication
about their student’s progress.

Monitoring/Changing Student Plans
Indicator: The school implements processes for monitoring and making appropriate changes in students’ personal
learning plans (e.g., classes and programs) and regularly evaluates them.
Prompt: Evaluate the effectiveness of the ways the school ensures that processes are utilized for monitoring and
making appropriate changes in students' personal learning plans (e.g., classes and programs).
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Counselors regularly meet with students to monitor their academic
progress throughout high school. Students who become credit deficient
and at-risk for not meeting graduation requirements are provided options
for credit recovery and alternative programs in the district. Counselors
monitor student progress with graduation and transcript checks and
E2020 plans.

Sign-in lists from parent meetings
Edgenuity/E2020 Plans
English & Math placement student
reports
Progress Reports and Report Cards
PowerSchool

Lawndale High School student assessment data is reported to parents
through parent meetings held on campus: including Title 1 Parent
Advisory Committee, Parent Institute for Quality Education (PIQE),
English Learner’s Advisory Committee (ELAC), Marine Science
Academy (MSA) Parent Meetings, Biomedical Career Academy (BCA)
Parent Meetings, Academy of Media Arts (AMA) Parent Meetings,
American Sign Language Academy (ASLA) Parent Meetings, AVID
Parent Meetings, School Site Council and Back On Track meetings.
These meetings provide parents and students information on student
progress.
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IEP plans
Course listing and description sheet
A-G requirements
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LWHS conduct English and Math Placement diagnostic testing spring of
9th grade. The results of these diagnostic exams are presented to the
students through New Student Seminar class. The district Teachers on
Special Assignment (TOSA’s) analyze the data and identify in which
areas students need the most work. Strategies are the developed and
taught to students in order to prepare them for graduation.
Lawndale High School send progress reports to parents/guardians every
five weeks and final report cards at the end of each semester. Grades are
also available online for parents through PowerSchool. The
Individualized Education Plan (IEP) team, consisting of
parents/guardians, students, and staff (case carrier teacher,
administrator, general education teacher, school psychologist, school
counselor, and others) meet at least once a year to review the student’s
current performance, progress toward their annual goals, and to address
any team members’ concerns. If a student is in need of additional
support or intervention (academically, socially, or emotionally), an IEP
may be called to discuss the reasons why, and if necessary, amend the
IEP with additional accommodations and interventions.
In-house registration. Counselors hold grade specific meetings to review
students’ transcripts and schedule classes for the following year. During
these meetings, they discuss progress towards graduation and alternate
options for those that are not on track. They offer the most appropriate
course for study based on students’ needs and goals.
Counselors review and allow students to be placed in AVID or any
academy of their choice, as well as in AP and intervention classes. All
students have access to AP courses. Each student has a case manager
who designs IEPs, working in conjunction with the child’s advocates,
classroom teachers, and administration, and counselors.

Post High School Transitions
Indicator: The school implements strategies and programs to facilitate transitions to college, career, and other
postsecondary high school options and regularly evaluates their effectiveness.
Prompt: Evaluate the effectiveness of the strategies and programs to facilitate transitions to college, career, and
other postsecondary high school options.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Lawndale High School effectively employs a multitude of strategies and
programs to facilitate transitions to college, career, and other
postsecondary high school options.

CSU/UC and local community
college application workshops

The Counseling Office and College & Career Center begin this journey
during freshman registration, guiding students in the direction of their
goals of graduation, college a-g requirements, career, and life. During
registration, programs offered (AVID, Honors, AP, academies) and
course sequencing are discussed in detail. This support continues
throughout the students’ tenure at LWHS. The counseling staff also

Admission letters
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FAFSA workshops
Classroom guidance presentations
College Field Trips
College placement assessment on site
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focus on scholarships and financial aid requirements to help prepare
College Board AP exam scores
students for their post-secondary education.
The added rigor found in the underclassman honors courses prepares
LWHS students for the challenging higher-level courses in the Advanced
Placement (AP) and of which offers students college credits upon
passing the end of program exams.
To help prepare students for life after high school, the counseling
department helps students by offering application workshops for CSU,
UC and the local community college (El Camino College and Santa
Monica College). Counselors also present to students through classroom
guidance lessons on financial aid, CSU, UC, private universities and
vocational/trade programs. The
Lawndale High School counseling department also hosts a
student/parent financial and workshop to help students and their families
complete the FAFSA or Dream Act (AB 540 students) applications.
The AVID Program and career academies offer career guidance as well
as excellent support for post-secondary training and education as seen in
the PSAT and SAT preparation, and field trips to postsecondary
education opportunities.

B3.

Preparation for Career and College Criterion

Upon completion of the high school program, students have met all the requirements of graduation and are prepared
with success in college, career, and life.
Indicators with Prompts
Real World Applications — Curriculum
Indicator: All students have access to rigorous and relevant curriculum that includes real world applications that will
prepare students for success in college, career, and life.
Prompt: Evaluate ways the school ensures that all students have access to a rigorous and relevant curriculum that
includes real world applications that will prepare them for success in college, career, and life.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Lawndale High School offers students the opportunity to join four career
academies-Biomedical Career Academy, Academy of Media Arts, Marine
Science Academy, and American Sign Language Academy. In addition,
Lawndale also offers students the opportunity to join AVID. Students in
academies and AVID make-up over 50% of the student body with all
students having equitable access to join an academy or AVID. Each career
academy and AVID prepare students for success in college, career, and life.
Each academy offer curriculum and courses specific to their career of choice
while students are in high school. The majority of academy courses have
undergone the UC “a-g” approval process and are now “a-g” approved.
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Master schedule
UC Doorways
Academy meetings
Academy Parent Meetings
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Meeting Graduation Requirements
Indicator: The school implements academic, college- and career-readiness support programs to ensure students are
meeting all requirements, including the CAHSEE.
Prompt: Comment on the effectiveness of the academic, college- and career-readiness support programs to ensure
students are meeting all requirements, including the CAHSEE.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Lawndale’s counseling and leadership teams work diligently to monitor
student progress to provide additional support to ensure students are
meeting all graduation requirements, including the CAHSEE. (Note: the
CAHSEE exam is no longer required. All discussion concerning the
CAHSEE reflects past efforts of the school to be sure that all students
were offered the support necessary to meet mandated requirements.) To
support students acquiring the skills and knowledge to pass the
CAHSEE, tenth grade students in English and math intervention classes
were given a CAHSEE boot camp provided and taught by Kaplan
instructors.

Four-year plans

To ensure students fulfill high school graduation requirements,
counselors constantly monitor students’ academic progress. Counselors
hold Back on Track parent and student meetings for students with two or
more F’s on the 10-week progress report to present resources that will
ensure academic success. These meetings are to help parents and
students understand graduation and college admission requirements.
Seniors and parents are notified throughout the school year if the student
is in danger of not graduating. Counselors review students’ transcripts to
ensure they are on track for graduation. Student transcripts and
graduation requirements are then mailed home to keep parents informed.
Meetings are scheduled with parents and students to discuss each
student’s progress towards graduation. If a student is not eligible to
graduate with his/her class, and is within 10 credits of completing their
graduation requirements, they may finish in summer school. If a student
needs more than 10 credits, they are encouraged to complete their
graduation requirements at through our district’s independent study
program.
In March of each school year, counselors meet with current students to
plan and select classes for the upcoming school year to make sure each
student is registered in the required classes for graduation and to make
sure that all classes selected meet the UC ‘a-g’ requirements for college
admission. All students have access to the counselors via drop-in
appointments during nutrition, lunch or by appointments during class
time. The meetings vary depending on student needs but the aim is
always to focus on academic achievement, social/emotional growth and
their pursuit of goals and careers after high school.
Students in need of academic intervention and support are placed in
English and/or Math intervention classes, provided tutoring, and offered
online credit recovery classes. In addition, the Lawndale counseling
department guides students to appropriate adult school placement in
order to recover credits to complete the high school program.
Additionally, the AVID program help support students in meeting all the
requirements of graduation upon completion of the high school program.
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Edgenuity or E2020 plans
Senior progress letter
Graduation Evaluation
IEP meeting results.
Summer Graduation rates
Senior statistics

Back On Track sign-in sheets
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AVID not only supports students in their college quest, but also closely
monitors students’ grades and works to ensure that all students are on
track for graduation. The LWHS career academies also have advisors
that serve over each grade level. These advisors meet with students
individually, provide tutoring, and analyze data to monitor student
progress.

ACS WASC Category B. Standards-based Student Learning: Curriculum
Summary, Strengths, and Growth Needs
Review all the findings and supporting evidence and summarize the degree to which the criteria in Category B are
being met. Include comments about the degree to which these criteria impact the school’s ability to address one or
more of the identified critical learner needs.
Summary:
Lawndale High School (LWHS) offers a variety of courses and programs that incorporate rigorous research-based
curriculum that align explicitly to district and California state standards. LWHS staff provide a rigorous, relevant,
and coherent standards-based curriculum, through weekly department collaborations and professional development.
The staff also benefits from curriculum workshops hosted by the district office. LWHS is in the implementation
phase (in collaboration with Instructional Specialists) of core curricular re-alignment, and textbook adoption to
curriculum that is aligned to CCSS. LWHS offers a wide variety of classes and programs, with a full range of
choices that all students have access to, and that assist students in meeting academic and college and careerreadiness standards. Examples of these programs include career pathways, AVID, honors, AP, PLTW, EL, and
SPED programs, to name a few. LWHS is in the beginning stages of implementing Naviance, a robust college and
career readiness Internet based program, which will be incorporated into the curriculum at each grade level.
The strongest indicator of congruence between the concepts taught and the academic standards is what occurs in the
LWHS classroom. On a daily basis, LWHS teachers present creative, engaging, standards-based lessons that
promote student learning. Evidence of this congruence is active student engagement observed during focus walks
through classrooms and through campus activities such as Science Night, participation in science fairs, MESA
competitions, music performances and the Art Walk. All classrooms are equipped with posters of the CV Graduate
Profile and the UC “a-g” requirements. Curricular programs are dedicated to ensuring that all students have access
to a college preparatory curriculum. Lawndale’s commitment to creating a master schedule comprised of mostly
UC/CSU approved, college preparatory courses has been a turning point in meeting the goals of our school and
district. There are also career technical options within our career academies to prepare our students for career and
life.
LWHS students are provided equitable access to rigorous, relevant, and coherent curriculum across all programs that
are aligned with district and state standards. Students with different needs are given assistance through personal
learning plans to help them access curriculum. Collaboration among the counselors, teachers, parents, students and
administration ensures personal learning plans such as IEPs, 504 plans, AP/Honors Intervention plans, and ELD
support plans are developed to allow students to access curriculum across the disciplines. Intervention support in
English Language Arts (Read 180) and mathematics (support classes supplemented by the ALEKS online program)
provide intervention programs for freshmen and sophomore students who need additional support. A commitment to
collaboration formally, informally and electronically, along with LWHS’s rigorous and robust curricular programs
for all students at all levels, effectively prepares students for graduation, college, career, and life.
Prioritize the strengths and areas of growth for Category B.
Category B: Standards-based Student Learning: Curriculum: Areas of Strength

●

LWHS offers numerous programs that prepare students for graduation, college, career, and life.
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●
●
●
●
●

Many intervention programs are available to assist students at all levels of ability and provide access
to curriculum.
Weekly collaboration allows teachers the time to analyze student data, share best practices, and
develop lesson plans that are rigorous and standards-based.
Majority of courses and programs of study on the master schedule are UC/CSU approved and meet
‘a-g’ requirements.
Instructional coaches at the school and district level in ELA, math, and science has facilitated the
implementation of CCSS and NGSS.
Career academies using the linked learning program create classes and pathways of study that focus
on four components, rigorous academics, teaching real-world technical skills, work-based learning,
and student support systems that prepare students for college, career and life.

Category B: Standards-based Student Learning: Curriculum: Areas of Growth

● LWHS core teachers will greatly benefit from the future adoption of CCSS aligned
textbooks, and the associated professional development needed to effectively
implement the curriculum.
●

●
●
●
●
●

LWHS teachers and students would benefit from more access and training on the use of educational
technology.
Increase intervention course offerings for all students in all subjects.
Increase digital access to textbooks (not all subjects are offered).
Increase elective course offerings.
Increase focus walks.
Add additional site-based instructional coaches for other disciplines (social science, art, etc.).
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Focus Group C: Standards-based Student Learning: Instruction
Leaders:

McGruder, Collette, SPED

Fuentes, Belbet, English

Marks, Patrick, Social Science

Huynh, Minh, Math

McArthur, Peter, VAPA
Murray, David, PE

Certificated Staff:

Nakmee, Sasai, Math

Wardrop, Ben, AP

Nickerson, Melinda, World Languages

Cooke, Nathan, English

Olvera, Isaac, VAPA

Gamboa, Guadalupe, World Languages

Orozco, Jessica, SPED

Hedman, Heather, VAPA

Piller, Julie, Science

Herbas, Athena, SPED

Piza, Richard, VAPA

Howard, Demetre, Math/Athletic Director

Reynoso, Elodia, World Languages

Kim, Kevin, Social Science
Le, Kelley, Science/Chair

Counselor:

Lee, Michelle, English

Daniel Swearingen

Leon, Maria, SPED

Students:
- Ammie Castillo
- Mireya Soba-Perez
- Steve Castillo
- Esmeralda Suarez
- Brianna Ybarra
- Alberto Gomez
- Rubia Azhar
- Ashley Flores
Parents:
- Griselda Leyva
- Andrea Jackson

Classified Staff:
Franco, Griselda, ASB Clerk
Garcia, Karen, Data Processor
Peterson, Lorri, Secretary
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C1.

Challenging and Relevant Learning Experiences Criterion

Results of Student Observations and Examining Work
Indicator: The

school’s observations of students working and the examining of student work provide
information on the degree to which all students are engaged in challenging and relevant learning to
assist them in achieving the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the
schoolwide learner outcomes. The school, particularly, has evaluated the degree of involvement in the
learning of students with diverse backgrounds and abilities and modified approaches based on
findings.
Prompt: Comment

on the degree to which all students are involved in challenging learning to achieve
the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide learner
outcomes. Include how observing students working and examining student work have informed this
understanding.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

● Students engage in a rigorous, diverse learning
environment through multiple modalities including
writing, reading, speaking, listening, and via
technology.
● Students who are enrolled in academies achieve the
career-readiness standards.
● All students achieve the schoolwide learner
outcomes, which include… ROCKS
○ Mission statement: Lawndale
High School's mission is to graduate all
students with high levels of critical thinking
and interpersonal skills. Through diverse,
culturally-relevant, and research-based
instructional practices graduates will be
empowered to take ownership of their
environment, be positive contributors and
global citizens.
○ Vision: Lawndale cultivates a
positive learning environment where each
student is confident and self-sufficient in
their pursuit of post-secondary success at an
institute of higher learning, in a career and
life.
● Differentiation - The importance of observing
individual students, both how they are working on an
assignment and the results they get on a test allow
the teacher to modify lessons to accommodate both
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●
●

●

●

● Students are given
common summative
assessments and
common formative
assessment.
Some collaborative time is
dedicated to calibrating
grading practices
Teacher collaboration
focuses on student
achievement on common
summative assessments
Data on the increase in
perfect attendance awards,
cardinal cash, and school
pride awards.
Rotations within a
classroom allow the
teacher to match together
students with similar
educational needs while
still holding similar
teaching standards for all.
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the higher achievers and those who need more
support.
Additional Online Instruction Prompt: Evaluate the effectiveness of timelines and pacing guides for
completing coursework for asynchronous online instruction
Findings

Supporting Evidence

● E2020 (Edgenuity) provides students the opportunity
to work at their own pace through credit recovery
classes.

● Class completion of
E2020

Student Understanding of Learning Expectations
Indicator: The

students know the standards/expected performance levels for each area of study.

Prompt: Examine

and evaluate the extent to which students know the standards/expected performance
levels before beginning a new area of study; an example of online instruction is the use of pacing
guides.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

● Direct Interactive Instruction supports consistent
referring back to the standard at hand.
● School-wide standard of the use of focus learning
targets (FLT)
● Daily, weekly or Unit agenda including FLTs,
Common Formative Assessments (CFA) & Common
Summative Assessments (CSA) for all classes
● All science teachers have the NGSS science and
engineering standards posted.
● Science CFA/CSA state NGSS standards tested
● Common Formative Assessment foci are made clear
to students before the administering of the
assessment.
● Introduction of what they are expected to learn by
the end of that unit and the schedule of what is going
to be taught. Allows student to know where they are
at each step of the learning process and where they
are going.
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● focus learning target is
visible on board
● agenda follows the
expectation of
standards
● Use of rubrics for
assignments and their
presentation before an
assessment
● Common Formative
Assessments
● Re-teaching (if
necessary)
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Differentiation of Instruction
Indicator: The

school’s instructional staff members differentiate instruction, including integrating
multimedia and technology, and evaluate its impact on student learning.
Prompt: How

effectively do instructional staff members differentiate instruction, such as integrating
multimedia and technology? Evaluate the impact of this on student learning.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

● Teachers in all departments differentiate instruction
by separating groups of students with different tasks
and the teacher facilitates learning by checking in
with each group. Teachers utilize differentiated
instructional strategies that focus on depth,
complexity, breadth, and acceleration
- After levels of understanding are identified
for each student based on classwork/tests or
others, students can be offered the same
question, only asked differently depending
on the level of each student. For those that
need greater support, the question to be
answered can be provided with a graphic
organizer. For those with higher levels of
understanding, the question can be framed
where it requires them to either do a little
more research or think about bringing
together the different concepts that have been
taught in the unit thus far.
- Creating projects with different tasks, such as
research, writing, drawing, and presenting,
allows each student in the group to
participate and learn at the pace and level
that they are comfortable while also
receiving peer and teacher support.
- Differentiated examples also include
addressing different styles of learning, by
providing students with visuals, interactive
material, opportunities to discuss with each
other about the topic,
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● Co-Teaching teams and
models
● Specialized Academic
Instruction Classes
● Learning Centers

● Through the formative
assessment of a whiparound, students
displayed their
understanding of ethos,
pathos, logos by
offering an example +
noting where they
noticed it in the
frontloaded ad video
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● Teachers differentiate instruction by letting kids use
the Read 180 software for individualized reading
instruction. This is a reading intervention program.
● Technology is used across the campus in many
different ways. Students complete writing
assignments on computers, conduct research using
primary and secondary sources, use personal devices
to complete informal formative assessments in the
classroom, use data collection software in science
classes (Human Body Systems), and create visual
presentations as a group for academic setting via
PowerPoint or Prezi and in an artistic manner in
Digital Video Design and Film Animation.
● Teachers use Edmodo.com to provide additional
assignments, resources and instruction to students.
● Teachers use our Lawndale school website to
provide additional resources, assignments, and
instruction for students. These resources are in
addition to those presented in class are available to
students outside of the classroom to supplement their
learning experience.
● Teachers select subject- and standard-appropriate
TED talks for student viewing. Students respond to
differentiated levels of questions by the teacher and
teachers evaluate student understanding.
C2.

Student Engagement Criterion

Current Knowledge
Indicator: Teachers

are current in the instructional content taught and research-based instructional
methodology, including the integrated use of multimedia and technology.
Prompt: Evaluate

the extent to which teachers effectively use a variety of strategies including
multimedia and other technology in the delivery of the curriculum.
Findings
● Instructional practice across all content areas at
Lawndale High School is based in Direct Interactive
Instruction (DII) best defined by “I do, we do, you
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Supporting Evidence
● Summer Institute DII
trainings
● Action Learning
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●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

●
●

●

●

do.” This is a methodology heavy in verbal
checking for understanding, referring back to daily
goals, and increased student talk (choral, TPS, small
group, etc.).
Co-teaching as an intervention for Special Education
students recently entering the general education
classroom. Our co-teaching teams use multiple
models including parallel, teach-observe, team teach,
and lead-support.
All AVID courses and some other content areas use
Socratic Seminars and fish bowl activities to foster
in-depth class discussion on relevant topics.
We updated pacing plans based on the students’
needs
Use electronic whiteboards to provide visual
instructions on material being taught
Teachers use different approaches such as TPR,
TPRS Storytelling, language
comparison(English/Spanish)
Use of Google Drive to receive students’ work
Use of SHMOOP, Share My Lesson, Planbook.com
and other valuable sites to plan instruction.
Attend conferences to enhance and enrich content
courses and academies for students getting ready for
college and career readiness.
Attend end-of-the-year planning at District Office to
reflect on previous year’s accomplishments and
collaborate with peers to improve next year’s
content.
Piloting new textbooks to meet the needs of
transitioning from traditional standards to integrated
standards.
Using a class blog to communicate with my students
as a whole, deliver content needed for lessons,
publish their work, reward exceptional work, and
encourage discussion between students relative to
prompts and critique of assignments.
Using a combination of PowerPoint presentations
and YouTube movie clips to help students visualize
the content being taught. This helps both visual and
auditory learners.
Teachers connect with students through technology;
examples include text alerts through Remind101,
BlackBoard Connect, and Edmodo.
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●
●
●

●

System DII in-class
support in past years
DII support from
instructional coaches
GoogleDocs collection
of curriculum (see
Category B)
I use Remind101 to
remind students of
important assignments
and deadlines, which
connects students and
teachers through
technology and creates
rapport outside of the
classroom (English).
When discussing
themes in texts or ELA
core concepts, I always
attempt to show videos
from modern news
outlets (e.g. Vice News)
or clips from podcasts
to connect textual ideas
to current trends and
technology.
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Additional Online Instruction: Evaluate how teacher technology competencies are assessed during
online instruction.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

● E2020 (Edgenuity) teachers are prepared by district
trainers and are provided continuing support in their
evaluation of student work and tracking of student
progression through online courses.

District Technology Trainer
support

g
Teachers as Coaches
Indicator: Teachers

work as coaches to facilitate learning for all students.

Prompt: Evaluate

and comment on the extent to which teachers work as coaches to facilitate learning
for all students. Provide examples.
Findings
● Lawndale defines “coaches” as teachers who break
down content and provide scaffolding for students.
We coach students through improvements and give
them opportunities to learn from their mistakes.
● Students perform better on assessments and grade
level exams when additional academic support is
offered after evaluation of formal and informal
formative assessments.
● Many teachers require students to come in for extra
tutoring before they allow a retake on an assessment.
This ensures all students spend extra time preparing
for a retake and provides the teacher an opportunity
to hone in on a student’s need for areas for growth.
● For upperclassmen preparing for college and career
applications, teachers create curriculum based off the
demands of life after high school. When teachers are
discussing and teaching college and career
awareness, they act as a mentor or coach to students.
Teachers also coach and mentor students through the
college application process. Our College and Career
Center also hosts informational meetings with
students and universities to foster students’ interest in
higher education; teachers encourage and advise
students to attend these sessions and provide
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Supporting Evidence
Teachers use Direct Interactive
Instruction and divide lessons
into “I Do, We Do, You Do.”
Students are also given chances
to retake quizzes and complete
test corrections and error
analyses.
As coaches assess their
athlete’s physical abilities and
build from their skills, teachers
use assessments to gauge a
student’s proficiency and build
from there as well. Additional
academic support such as
tutoring during lunch and after
school provides more
opportunities for students to
hone in on their weaknesses to
perform better on their grade
level exams.
The 12th grade English course,
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additional information in class about different
universities.
● Throughout the class period teachers are acting as
coaches, checking the progress of both whole group
and individual students; students who have mastered
the content move on to the next concept or set of
problems, and teachers reteach concepts or provide
additional support for students who are struggling.
Teachers offer opportunities for further coaching
through tutoring during office hours as needed.
Students who are in danger of failing a course are
identified for tutoring. On their five-week progress
report, teachers enter a comment indicating to the
parent/guardian and student that the student is in
danger of failing and should immediately schedule a
tutoring session with the teacher. If a student does not
contact the teacher within the week, the teacher
follows up with the student.
● DII Strategies include “I Do,” where teachers
demonstrate a concept or problem on their own and
the students take notes and/or ask questions; “We
Do,” where teachers work with students and together
they work through a concept or solve a problem; and
“You Do,” where students then apply the skills they
learned to work through a concept or solve a problem
on their own.

CSU Expository Reading and
Writing, asks students to create
a resume and personal
statement that could be
submitted to college and career
applications.
● Various checks for
understanding (coldcalling, think-pairshare, exit slips,
etc.…)
● Structured lessons
(Intro, guided practice,
independent practice)
● Scaffold notes (Frayer
Model, Cornell Notes,
etc.…)
● Tutoring in office
hours

● Examples of helping
the student assist in his
own learning would be
asking probing
questions to make the
student think
● Asking questions that
question his line of
reasoning
● Having them argue for
the opposite side of
what they think is
another example of
challenging the student

Examination of Student Work
Indicator: Representative

samples of student work demonstrate: a) structured learning so that students
organize, access, and apply knowledge they already have acquired; b) that students have the tools to
gather and create knowledge and have opportunities to use these tools to research, inquire, gather,
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discover, and invent knowledge on their own and communicate this.
Prompt: Evaluate

and comment on the ways in which student work demonstrates a) structured learning
so that students organize, access, and apply knowledge they already have acquired; b) that students
have the tools to gather and create knowledge and have opportunities to use these tools to research,
inquire, gather, discover, and invent knowledge on their own and communicate this.
Findings
● Students are able to compare and contrast concepts
in order to demonstrate complete conceptual
understanding such as identifying concepts/big ideas
in a given text (more importantly, un-obvious
concepts).
● Students work in small groups to organize (notes,
homework, notebook, etc.), access (textbook,
notebook, etc.) and apply (answer questions)
knowledge they already have acquired from the
week’s reading, and demonstrate that knowledge in a
review activity and on a quiz/test.
● Students work in small groups to gather knowledge
about Greek gods and goddesses, and use the
Internet and other tools to research their god or
goddess. They inquire about significance in today’s
world, gather information and facts, discover
relevance they didn’t know before, and invent
symbols and visual representations for each god or
goddess. They communicate this to the class in a
presentation.

Supporting Evidence
-

-

Writing question in the
Geometry CSA
Pictures of students
working in small
groups; copies of
completed quizzes
PowerPoint
presentations and threefold presentation boards

Additional Online Instruction: Evaluate and comment on the effectiveness of reviewing student
work online and online communications to determine the degree to which students are analyzing,
comprehending, and conducting effective research.
Findings
● Students and parents can access grades online
through PowerSchool.
● Teachers can post classwork onto Google Drive for
students to access work online.
● Teachers can use Illuminate to grade quizzes and
tests on the fly and have results shown to the class
instantly.
● Students can turn in papers online through
Turnitin.com
● Geometry is starting to assess students using
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Supporting Evidence
-Powerschool.com
-Google Drive
-Teachers collaborate based off
data from Illuminate
-Turnitin.com
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●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●

computer-based exams.
Students use Desmos.com as a graphing device used
to analyze graphs.
Students have access to class sets of TI graphing
calculators in Algebra II and higher math courses.
Students submit and edit lab reports through Google
Drive.
Students are pushed to run science simulations using
the Eno board and electronic stylus in class during
lecture.
Students have access to a wide variety of science
equipment and technology when conducting lab
experiments, which takes up 20% of all science
classes.
Students have access to a class set of TI calculators
to solve mathematical problems.
Students are learning to create PowerPoints to
present their lab reports to the class.
Students take quizzes on Quia.com in some
freshman Biology courses to check for
understanding at home.
Students take daily focus learning target (FLT)
quizzes using illuminate and analyze class results
daily.

-EBSCO
-Early Bird News

Indicator: Representative samples of student work demonstrate that students are able to think, reason,
and problem solve in group and individual activities, project, discussions and debates, and inquiries
related to investigation.
Evaluate and comment on how well the representative samples of student work demonstrate
that students are able to think, reason, and problem solve in group and individual activities, projects,
discussions and debates, and inquiries related to investigation.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

● After a demonstration of a sequence of steps in
Photoshop, students think-pair-share the
demonstration and summarize the objective as it
relates to the assignment.
● The teacher checks each student’s progress and
understanding of the instructions by reviewing their
work at each individual workstation through verbal
questioning and informal work review.
● Paired groups reflect on their conclusions to the
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Google Drive accounts
Class Blog comments
Class Blog Gallery
1. use of jigsaw
2. Think-Pair-Share
3. Projects
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●
●
●
●
●
●

class blog with their period and workstation
number.
Each student saves their files to Google Drive, and
shares to the teacher’s email address.
Final sequences for the session are reviewed by the
teacher, and returned to each individually with
specific comments, recommendations, and grade.
Students working individually, then in small groups,
moving on to presenting to the class.
Think-Pair-Share Activities
Grammar-Based or Culture-Based Projects
Follow-up Activities from Lesson

● With teacher supervision, the students are required
to design an experiment and projects with required
specifications and objectives.
● Students write the Background Information,
Construction and Experimental Procedures, Design
the Data Tables, Create Graphs and Write three
paragraph lengths of analysis based on data and
graph. Students are required to describe the
mathematical model of the graphs.
● Students work on lab experiments together, and
gather data to analyze together and as a class.
● Students are asked to work on lab reports together at
the beginning of the semester and then are pushed to
write their own lab reports on Google Drive by the
second semester.
● Students start out in groups of two to complete lab
reports through Google Drive (writing full
introductions, hypotheses, abstract, procedures, and
conclusion with error analysis and learning
reflection). After they improve on their writing they
are pushed to complete the full lab reports on their
own and graded based on improvement from their
first individual lab report to their current/ending lab
report. In the end, they are required to present their
lab report using Google Drive to a teacher on
campus to articulate their thought process and
receive feedback from an adult on how to learn to
present their science findings. They are moving to
peer editing on Google Drive as well to learn to edit
their papers before final submission.
● Students in math, science, and psychology classes
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Students write their own lab
reports on Google Drive.
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complete group projects including collecting,
analyzing, and organizing data.
● Peer mediators are taught to mediate problems
amongst students. They evaluate students’
emotional state and determine the likelihood of
resolution. Students use guiding questions to help
both individuals come to their own resolution.
● Students conducting error analysis first identify the
mistake, then identify the appropriate action and
give reason for their change.
Indicator: Representative samples of student work demonstrate that students use technology to assist
them in achieving the academic standards and the schoolwide learner outcomes.
Prompt: Evaluate

the extent to which representative samples of student work demonstrate that students
use technology to assist them in achieving the academic standards and the schoolwide learner
outcomes.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

● Some examples of students using tech to meet the
SLOs include researching for projects (both written
and art projects), daily assignments (digital art),
critiquing artwork (both their art and famous
artworks). Examples of standards that are being
achieved are:
● VAPA Standard 4.1. and 4.2 - Derive Meaning they get to discuss and discover the meanings
behind famous artworks and thus learn how to
interpret their own artworks.
● Students are taught to evaluate resources for their
validity across content areas. Students are now able
to access quicker and more viable options outside of
the classroom setting. These access points include
computer at home, hand-held device, and access to
the computer labs at school (Monday-Friday 7 am
to 7 pm). Online resources include digital
textbooks, EBSCOHOST, and a digital library.
● For Science students work on lab experiments
together, and gather data to analyze together and as
a class. Students are asked to work on lab reports
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Media Center - Computers &
printers are available from 7
am to 7 pm daily.
Google Docs - All students
have a username and
password.
Read 180- Reading
Intervention - Students are
using computers to
individualize their reading
goals.
Projectors/LCD/ELMO/Ziggy
- All teachers have access to
these tools to enhance student
learning.
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together at the beginning of the semester and then
are pushed to write their own lab reports on Google
Drive by the second semester.

Illuminate - Teachers are able
to use this tool to see a
snapshot of assessment results.
Teacher and admin can see the
results for each individual
student, for each class, or even
the entire school.
Students use computers and
word-processing software to
type MLA-formatted essays
and research reports.
Computer Carts - Teacher
request for computers for entire
classroom.
(PE)
Edmodo - The use of this webservice-based program allows
for students and teachers to
have academic conversations
outside of the classroom.
Activate - Teachers are given a
significant number of resources
in order to guide their lesson
planning, and the curriculum
displayed aligns with CCSS
standards
Students submit writing
assignments on Google Drive.

Indicator: Representative samples of student work demonstrate student use of materials and resources
beyond the textbook, such as use and availability of library/multimedia resources and services;
availability of and opportunities to access data-based, original source documents and computer
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information networks; and experiences, activities and resources which link students to the real world.
Evaluate the extent to which representative samples of student work demonstrate student use
of materials and resources beyond the textbook; availability of and opportunities to access data-based,
original source documents and computer information networks; and experiences, activities and
resources which link students to the real world.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

s (English)
● Students use Media Center computer lab to
research/prepare for pre-writing tasks using
EBSCOHOST, online texts, and other web sources.
They also use these labs for word processing of
preliminary and final works.
● Students use computer carts in Media Center and in
classrooms to research/prepare for pre-writing tasks
using EBSCOHOST, online texts, and other web
sources. They also use these labs for word processing
of preliminary and final works.
● projects in classes reflect use of technology, and rubrics
are reflective of that
● projects are related to real-world problems through
Linked Learning lens
● academy-focused classes that relate to real-world jobs
● internships (Project Lead the Way, Human Body
Systems)
● field trips that link to standards in the classroom and
assignments and projects (BCA: Simulation Lab @
UCLA Harbor; Endocrinology Lab, Safari Park San
Diego; Charles Drew University; UCLA City Lab)
● interrelated curriculum projects bridging separate
curricular departments through our academies.
● Art Show at school.
● Field trips including: field work on Catalina Island
(MSA), behind the scenes at the San Diego Wild
Animal Park (MSA), shadowing production crews
(AMA), and deaf culture community events (ASLA)
● Ball toss activity - Using a tennis ball to show the
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● rubrics for projects
● pacing plans for
academy elective
courses
● field trip reflections and
assignments
● MSA English/Math
interrelated project
● BCA English
10/Human Body
Systems integration

● Students display art for
community
● AMA Academy field
trip to UCLA for game
design

● Marine Science
Academy - English and
Science cross-curricular
projects
● BioMedical Careers
Academy - English and
Science cross-curricular
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movement of a parabola and then have students measure
and use a quadratic equation to represent projectiles.

projects

Real World Experiences
Indicator: All

students have access to career awareness, exploration and preparation that may include
such activities such as job shadowing, internships, apprenticeship programs, regional occupational
programs, on-the-job training programs, community projects and other real world experiences and
applications.
Prompt: Evaluate

the degree to which the opportunities for access and involvement in a variety of real
world experiences are available and effective.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

● All AVID students get access to real-world
experiences by taking field trips to colleges and
universities, participating in community service, and
exploring career opportunities. Career opportunity
exploration includes guest speakers, students being
able to to volunteer in places such as hospitals,
schools, or any place that is related to their choice of
career.
● Academy of Media Arts (AMA) students take part in
work-based learning. Partnerships have included the
Music Institute and various movie studios. Students
take field trips to various schools, such as Chapman
University, USC, and Cal State Long Beach, in order
to examine their film programs. Industry experts visit
Lawndale to lead workshops and host Q&A panels.
● Internships, work based learning from Academies,
field trips, guest speakers from industry and local
businesses; student bands perform at lunch.
● Students in the science department are exposed to
information and up-to-date science content that leads
them to being interested in pursuing a possible career
choice. Skeletons, forensic anthropologists, DNA
analysis, and lessons on diseases are some lessons
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Students are required to
complete 20 community service
hours per semester. They fill out
a log with signatures and submit
them to AVID teachers.
Students take field trips to
universities, both UC and Cal
States, during the school year
that boost motivation and
provide insight to the real
college experience.

Chemistry, physics, and MSA
have guest speakers from a
variety of fields come to talk
to students about possible
careers (Engineers,
researchers, graduate students
from UCLA)
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●
●
●
●

●
●

●
●

incorporated in the curriculum leading the students to
possibly connect to science careers.
Physics students also create and build models on site
at nearby locations.
BCA offers CPR certification class to students
through the Red Cross.
Academies have guest speakers during class, lunch
and after school on a regular basis.
Academies offer hands-on learning in their CTE
classes and Core classes use real-world examples
related to their academies and disciplines.
Academy students are required to do community
service as part of their program.
American Sign Language Academy (ASLA) students
regularly attend deaf culture social gatherings within
the community at coffee shops and other social
venues.
BCA Students help coordinate two blood drives each
school year alongside UCLA blood bank officials.
Theory and Practice of Medical Assisting (BCA)
provides real-world experiences working in a medical
setting. Students practice drawing blood, caring for
the elderly, application of bandages, etc.

Physics students go to Boeing
and Northrop Grumman
MESA
Honors Chemistry and AP
physics students go to SpaceX
to learn about science and
engineering design. MSA
takes students go to Cabrillo
Marine Aquarium to learn
about marine science careers
in their education department.
MSA takes students to
Catalina Island to do science
lab work.

Hours attend deaf culture
activities in the community by
each ASLA student
Pints of blood donated at each
blood drive.

Additional Online Instruction: Evaluate the effectiveness of opportunities within online instruction
for real world experiences and applications for the students.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

● E2020 (edgenuity)
● Students complete individual classes to recuperate
credits.
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Most content courses,
offered through E2020 are
UC approved.
Students receive class credits
towards graduation.
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ACS WASC Category C. Standards-based Student Learning: Instruction:
Summary, Strengths, and Growth Needs
Summary:
Our instructional success would not be possible without the support from our
instructional coaches in Math and English based on our campus and district-shared coaches in
ELD and Science. These instructional coaches are not only focused on their content area, but,
support all teachers with the following: leading focus walks, presenting demonstration lessons,
co-teaching, collaboration in lesson planning, counseling all teachers, mentoring new teachers to
Lawndale, observing teachers and using cognitive coaching in their debriefs, etc.
Lawndale High School’s instructional model is in transition from being solely based in
Direct Interactive Instruction (DII) to a blended form of DII to support our daily checking for
understanding and the implementation of student activities that supports Common Core State
Standards (CCSS) and the rigor that CCSS demands. Modeling and scaffolding are a huge part
of this methodology, but, is also heavy in checking for understanding (fist of five, TPS, exit
tickets, etc.), continuous referral to daily goals (FLTs), technical vocabulary building (through
choral response, and student-to-student talk), and overall student engagement. Checking for
understanding is a consistent focus in our learning walks and professional development. Many
teachers use interactive notes and notebooks as the primary resource for students when referring
back to previous information.
Technology access is improving and supported through the use of many online tutoring
and support applications, as well as, platforms for collaboration and document sharing through
Google Docs and turnitin.com. Students use the following digital resources when collaborating
on presentations, reports, and research: EBSCOhost, digital library, and digital textbooks.
Lawndale High School teachers do a good job of integrating technology in many different ways
into their lessons. Some teachers use laptop carts for web-based activities, others have students
use personal devices for an informal checking for understanding through online quizzes, and
most classes use technology for presentations.
Academies and other programs have strong ties and partnerships with local industry
leaders and connect our students to real world experience in and out of the classroom, during the
school day and beyond school hours. This includes advisory boards for each academy that are
made up of community members and industry professionals. CTE courses provide students
applicable practice to industry requirements and situations. Academy field trips “drop” students
in the fray and allow for real world practice of field science practice (BCA and MSA) and
entertainment industry production (AMA). All academies also have industry professionals come
on campus for lunchtime and class talks, retired engineers to work with students (MESA), and
student participation in professional productions taking place on campus (AMA).
Collaboration time has increased dramatically over the past year. This has provided for
increased course team planning time, sharing of best practices, and increased opportunities to
review data to drive instruction. Outside of course teams there has been an increased effort to
vertically align our instructional efforts and identify key student performance goals at each grade
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level. This is a work in progress.
Along with collaboration time on Mondays there are a multitude of Professional Learning
Opportunities provided on Monday mornings and monthly volunteer lunch presentations.
Monday mornings provide choices for our teachers. Presentations are prepared and presented by
teachers in their area of expertise to other teachers that choose that seminar. This creates a
culture of constant learning, sharing of best practices and collaboration. To improve this process
for next year we will become more focused with the topics that are presented according to the
result of our needs assessment and create themes that will carry through the year creating
seminars with multiple sessions, and repeated presentations to provide all teachers the
opportunity to attend all offerings.
Prioritize the strengths and areas of growth for Category C.
Category C: Standards-based Student Learning: Instruction: Areas of Strength
● Instructional coach support for all teachers.
● Professional Learning Opportunities on Collaboration Mondays and optional Thursday
lunchtime presentations.
● Directive Interactive Instruction
● The creation of course teams using the PLC model and the collaborative work on pacing,
common assessments, and best practices that the format provides.
● The use of technology to assess and engage student learning (ex: Google Docs, Kahoot,
Quia, Remind 101, Lawndale website - Edlio, Edmodo, turnitin.com)
● Posting of Focused Learning Target and Standards on whiteboard along with daily
agenda.
● Math department’s use of error analysis and use of data for re-teaching purposes
● Teacher collaboration to create Unit Common Formative Assessments and Unit Common
Summative Assessments
● AVID’s use of tutorials, Socratic Seminars, and Literature Circles. These also seep into
other curricular areas.
● Co-teaching - Integrating students with IEPs with mainstream students. Implementation
and support provided by team teaching, station teaching, and scaffolding.
● Teacher participation in learning walks.
● Variety of Teaching Strategies: Jigsaw, Think-Pair-Share, chunking, station work,
collaborative group work, project-based learning, etc.

Category C: Standards-based Student Learning: Instruction: Areas of Growth
● Focused themes and increased offerings for Professional Learning Opportunities on
Collaboration Mondays.
● Vertical alignment of grade level skills leading to minimized regressive instruction.
● Genuine, non-evaluative observation of colleagues for the purpose of integrating
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●

effective instructional strategies through learning walks.
Cross-curricular collaboration leading to stronger literacy skills in all content areas.
The daily integration of technology into lessons.
Assessing data to guide instruction.
Addition of instructional support at the site level for our other core content areas (Science
and Social Studies)
More DII training for newer teachers to our district.
Complete implementation of daily use of Focused Learning Targets and Agendas in all
classrooms.
Implementation of the use of our writing handbook in all content areas.
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Focus Group D: Standards-based Student Learning: Assessment and
Accountability
Leaders:

Lealiiee, Maria, SPED

Sanders, Fred, SPED

Luong, Peter, Science
Martin, MaryBeth, English

Certificated Staff:

McTaggart, Brian, English

Kwong, Eugene, AP

Mendez, Angel, Science

Chan, Albert, Math

Miller, Alexis, SPED

Crosby, D’Yann, World Languages

Renteria, Cesar, English

Engelbert, Angie, English

Sanchez, Sarah, World Languages

Fikes, Leyla, Social Science

Soufl, Paul, Social Studies

Genota, Maria, Science
Grant, Melinda, Math

Counselor:

Irons, Kim, Social Science

Schulze, Susanne

Kim, Michelle, Math

Students:
- Kirsti Mach
- Crystal Savala
- Davianna Thomas
- Stephanie Garcia
- Santiago Gil Martinez
- Alicia Ortiz Arango
- Rosie Perez
- Perla Collio
- Ayodele Moore
- Angie Portillo

Parents:
- Jane Ngo
- Kristen Munjko
Classified Staff:
Casserly, Aja, Testing Clerk
Fogel, Beryl, Speech Therapist
McNamee, Debra, DIS Counselor
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D1.

Using Assessment to Analyze Monitoring and Report Student Progress Criterion

The school staff uses a professionally acceptable assessment process to collect, disaggregate,
analyze, and report student performance data to the school staff, students, parents, and other
stakeholders.
Indicators with Prompts
Professionally Acceptable Assessment Process

The school staff uses effective assessment processes to collect, disaggregate, analyze,
and report student performance data to all stakeholders.
Indicator:

Prompt: Evaluate

the effectiveness of the assessment processes.

Findings

Supporting Evidence

CVUHSD uses Illuminate to store assessment data from
various standardized exams such as CST’s, CAHSEE,
SBAC and CELDT along with teacher created formative and
summative assessments. Teachers have received training on
using Illuminate to access, create, scan and collect,
disaggregate and analyze data on district wide formative and
summative assessments or individually created exams. The
district provides the assessment tool, Illuminate. Illuminate
allows teachers to quickly assess students on multiple
choice, multiple response, and constructed response
questions. Districtwide course teams meet monthly to create
common formative and summative assessments in nearly all
subject areas. The common assessments are available in
Illuminate where teachers can download the exams and print
answer documents. Students record their answers and
teachers use their ELMO document cameras to scan and
record data.
At Lawndale High School, departments have weekly
collaboration and during these collaboration meetings,
course teams meet to disaggregate and analyze data based on
standards and question type so that teachers may view the
data on a holistic level. Course teams use a Data Analysis
Protocol to analyze the results of formative and summative
assessments identifying strengths and weaknesses with
student progress towards mastery of academic standards.
In the Science Department, we use Illuminate and College
Board based assessments, group experimentation and project
based assessments.
ELA Department synthesize and administer common
formative and summative assessments, which are then
scored by Illuminate. Subsequently acquired data is then
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Illuminate Test Results
Laboratory Journals
Models, Projects and
Technical Reports

Data Analysis Protocol Form

Rubrics
Illuminate Reports
Quiz
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disseminated in grade-level groups during weekly
department collaboration.
Students are given science problems and directed to mark
given data and variables to be calculated. Students will draw
and label, write the given information, identify the unknown,
write the needed equation or formula, substitute the given
data and write the final answers with proper units. Also the
students will write a written explanation of the word
problem and solution. Students are required to share out an
assigned problem with their groups.
The Visual and Performing Arts department uses rubrics to
assess student artwork. Students receive hard copies of their
grades through grade sheets and those grades are distributed
through PowerSchool where students and parents have
access to the information. The students’ mastery levels are
also inputted into Illuminate where student progress can be
tracked for teacher analysis. Vocabulary is assessed through
vocabulary quizzes.
Parents are aware of their child’s progress through access to
PowerSchool Parent Portal to view assignments, attendance
and grades. Every 5 weeks, report cards are distributed to
students to take home and the 20-week report card is mailed
home. Members of Title 1, ELAC, DLAC and SSC meetings
receive updates on overall school-wide performance with
meeting academic standards.

Monitoring and Reporting Student Progress

There are effective processes to keep district, board, parents, and the business and
industry community informed about student progress toward achieving the academic standards,
the college- and career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide learner outcomes.
Indicator:

Evaluate the effectiveness of the processes that inform appropriate stakeholders
(governing board members, teachers, students, parents, business/industry community) about
student achievement of the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards,
and the schoolwide learner outcomes.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The Centinela Valley Union High School District
(CVUHSD) and Lawndale High School effectively
communicate with the appropriate stakeholders in numerous
ways. Communication is achieved primarily through the
school website, PowerSchool, Blackboard Connect
messages, by telephone, email, and social media outlets. The

PowerSchool - grade and
attendance database
Blackboard Connect
Social Media - Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram
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CV school district recently adopted the ParentLink App to
help provide a central location where all other tools of
communication is found in one location. The rollout of
ParentLink App is scheduled for mid to late Spring 2016.
These resources allow parents and students to be up to date
on grades, academic events, athletic events, parent-learning
opportunities, and any other relevant information to the
community.
Progress report cards at the 5, 10 and 15-week mark are
distributed to students with a reminder Blackboard message
sent home and posting on school website to notify parents
report cards are coming home. Semester report cards are
mailed home to keep students and parents aware of student’s
grades since PowerSchool may not be accessible in all
homes.
The academies, like the Biomedical Careers Academy, the
Marine Science Academy, Academy of Media Arts and
American Sign Language Academy, hold advisory board
meetings on a quarterly basis which include teachers,
leadership team members, site and district admin, students,
parents and other members of the community, and
business/industry partners. The advisory board meetings
provide an opportunity to discuss student achievement of
academic standards and college- and career-readiness
standards since students, teachers, community members, and
business/industry partners can weigh in on what is being
accomplished and what can be done better. It is a
meaningful way to track progress, evaluate what has been
done well and what needs improvement, as well as set goals
and ponder ideas for the future.
In the Science Department, grades are updated daily through
PowerSchool wherein parents and students have direct
access. Students received immediate feedback of all
assignments, laboratory reports and assessments.
Students’ interactive notebooks /Portfolio and Laboratory
journals are carefully organized and checked regularly. This
interactive notebook /Portfolio and Laboratory journal
includes Cornell notes, assignments, science information
packets, test results and experiment and project reports.
One-on-one grade checks are utilized between the teacher
and students in order to review student progress and grades.
Suggestions for improvement on student progress are made
during student-teacher conferences, whose frequency varies
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Parent LinkApp
School website
Email

5/10/15/20-week report cards

Advisory Board Meetings made up of teachers, leadership
team, site and district
administration, students,
parents, and community
members

Laboratory Journal Notebook
and Notebook Portfolio
provides immediate feedback
of students’ academic growth
Student - teacher grade check
meetings
Counselor Referral Form
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by department. Teachers can refer to a counselor using the
Counselor Referral form for academic or socio-emotional
issues after all classroom interventions have been exhausted
and little to no changes have come about.
Academic counselors inform students about their academic
achievement of academic standards and college-and-career
readiness by holding graduation checks for students on their
caseload. These students are called in to see their counselors
once to twice a year to review students’ graduation progress.
Counselors will also hold Back on Track grade level
meetings where parents are informed of their child’s
achievement of academic standards and college-and-career
readiness. Counselors will hold College Info Nights to help
parents be more aware of college qualifications, application
procedures and financial aid opportunities. Additionally,
counselors will present at various parent advisory
committees such as ELAC, DLAC, Title 1 and SSC.
The School Site Council (SSC) hold monthly meetings and
receive updates on academic progress of students every 10
weeks with a D’s and F’s report showing academic progress
in meeting academic standards. The SSC includes many
stakeholders of the educational process, including
administration, teachers, staff, parents, students and
representatives from other parent advisory committees like
ELAC.

Grad Checks
Back on Track grade level
meetings
College Info Nights

Parent/Community and Student Achievement

The school ensures that the parents and school community understand student
achievement of the academic standards/schoolwide learner outcomes through the curricular/cocurricular program.
Indicator:

Determine the adequacy and effectiveness of the school’s strategies to ensure that
parents and school community understand student achievement of the academic
standards/schoolwide learner outcomes through the curricular/co-curricular program.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Lawndale High School staff initiates communication with
parents and families through a variety of means on a regular
basis, such as the school website, PowerSchool Parent
Portal, electronic media, text, email, Blackboard Connect
calls, phone calls, occasional evening events, and our district
website. For families that are Spanish speaking, we offer a
bilingual Community Liaison to provide additional support.

Class Syllabus
PowerSchool
Back to School Night
Family night event
Community Liaison
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Additionally, we are developing a Parent Center equipped
with computers for parents in need of computer access. Our
goal is to proactively provide information to our families
and our school community regarding our students’
achievement.
In addition to the communication resources mentioned, most
teachers send home a syllabus or classroom standards that
make clear to both parents and students the expectations of
the course. Parents also have access to PowerSchool for
clarification. Some teachers also use Google Classroom or
Remind101 to communicate with students. Many teachers
make use of individual parent conferences, particularly for
SPED and EL students. As a school, we also have an awards
night that honors students performing at high levels. At
Back to School Night, teachers have an opportunity to speak
directly with their students’ parents and guardians about
progress of students, academic expectations and
intervention/support for struggling students.
In many of the academies such as ASLA, MSA, and BCA
Family Nights are held for the purpose of bringing students,
parents and academy staff together to learn about the
academy, meet other students in the academy, understand
academy goals, and academic achievement expectations.

Academy Family Nights

Monitoring of Student Growth

The school has an effective system to monitor all students’ progress toward meeting the
academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide learner
outcomes. The students are pace a step at a time to encourage growth and add a more challenging
and rigorous opportunity for each step. They are also monitored by providing regular
assessments and checking for understanding prompts or exercises. The goal is to always help the
students advance on whichever subject. Such approach helps the students be more ready for the
rigorous environment they will be exposed to when they go to college.
Indicator:

Evaluate the system used to monitor the progress of all students toward meeting the
academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide learner
outcomes.
Prompt:

Findings:

Supporting Evidence

Lawndale High School has an effective system to monitor
all students’ progress toward meeting the academic standard
and the college-and-career readiness standards. In most
departments, course teams have developed district wide
common formative and summative assessments used to help

Common Formative
Assessments - Illuminate
Common Summative
Assessments - Illuminate
Illuminate CFA &CSA
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monitor the progress of all students in meeting academic Formative Checks for
standards and the college-and-career readiness standards. In Understanding
most classrooms, teachers are conducting daily checks for
understanding during their lessons with thumbs up/down,
mini whiteboards, number of fingers, or using index cards to
call on students randomly. The goal is to ensure all students
have an understanding of the material to build depth in
knowledge that will allow students to advance to the next
rigorous step in any subject area.
Notebook Portfolio
The Centinela Valley Union High School District
Laboratory Journal
(CVUHSD) and Lawndale High School effectively
communicate with the appropriate stakeholders in numerous Projects and Models
ways. Communication is achieved primarily through the
school website, PowerSchool, Blackboard Connect
messages, by telephone, email, and social media outlets. The
CV school district recently adopted the ParentLink App to
help provide a central location where all other tools of
communication is found in one location. The rollout of
ParentLink App is scheduled for mid to late Spring 2016.
These resources allow parents and students to be up to date
on grades, academic events, athletic events, parent-learning
opportunities, and any other relevant information to the
community.
Progress report cards at the 5, 10 and 15-week mark are
distributed to students with a reminder Blackboard message
sent home and posting on school website to notify parents
report cards are coming home. Semester report cards are
mailed home to keep students and parents aware of student’s
grades since PowerSchool may not be accessible in all
homes.
Academic counselors inform students about their academic
achievement of academic standards and college-and-career
readiness by holding graduation checks for students on their
caseload. These students are called in to see their counselors
once to twice a year to review students’ graduation progress.
Counselors will also hold Back on Track grade level
meetings where parents are informed of their child’s
achievement of academic standards and college-and-career
readiness. Counselors will hold College Info Nights to help
parents be more aware of college qualifications, application
procedures and financial aid opportunities. Additionally,
counselors will present at various parent advisory
committees such as ELAC, DLAC, Title 1 and SSC.
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A report of D’s and F’s is generated every 10 weeks to
identify students who are not making progress with meeting
academic standards and intervention is needed. Counselors
call students in to discuss academic progress then inform
parents of the meeting. Students are referred to tutoring with
teachers or with UCLA Shape tutors. This process is part of
the regular graduation checks that counselors do for students
on their caseloads but students on D’s and F’s list are
priority to get them back on track.
In Physics and AP Physics classes, Interactive
Notebook/Portfolio and Laboratory Journal are implemented
to monitor student’s progress. Cornell notes, homework and
classwork assignments, test results, laboratory reports,
experiment design and project technical reports are collated
for monitoring, to provide encouragement of progress,
develop organizational skills and feedback for remedial
measures.
In ceramics, students will experience and control the
ceramic media, techniques and process. We collect visual
data (pictures) at the end of the week. We take pictures of
students work and review that data with the students at the
beginning of the week. Based on the assessment, we set up a
plan for the students to follow for their continual growth and
completion of project.
Every project is setup to build up student skills and
techniques. The skills will be needed for the upcoming
project. Ceramic course outlines were designed to prepare
students for the college counterparts ceramic courses.
In the English Department, we use common benchmark
assessments. As teachers, we analyze the students results in
order to share teaching ideas that will strengthen our
teaching skills and enhance our strategies to better prepare
students before we move on the next lesson. Students are
also given common formative assessments to gauge their
learning and find the best way to present content. We also
use other strategies in the classroom such as exit slips that
inform us as teachers the students’ progress as the lesson
progresses. This way we may modify our upcoming lessons
accordingly to support students needs and make sure the
students are at a similar level in their understanding of the
content. This helps monitor student growth during and at the
end of lessons as well as at the end of each unit. Lawndale
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students are consistently reminded of what it takes to meet
the academic standards at each level. The use of common
summative and formative assessments varies by the length
of the unit. On average we use the formative assessments
every week or every two weeks. The summative assessment
is given at the end of each unit.
AVID students are expected to ascertain college information
from ninth grade forward. We have recently also added
common CFA’s to our planning to gage our students at the
end of each unit. We use the data to modify our teaching as
well as share with in our grade level the strategies we
individually used to teach the unit content.
In the World Languages Department, students are given
common assessments in each level of Spanish to ensure that
all students learn the same material. Students are able to
express language in the four modalities- reading, listening,
writing and speaking. Students are also given common
summative assessments across the district. Students are
expected to complete projects for each chapter. Students are
expected to complete other forms of assessment that guide
our instruction such as exit slips. Reviewing the data
collected from these allows the teacher to decide what next
steps to take in their instruction. Teachers may choose to
reteach or review the material is they find that students are
not at the level that they need to be. Students in level alike
classes will also complete the same projects regardless of the
teacher.
Students follow a wide arrange of the world language
standards to ensure that they are exposed and learn the
essential spectrum of language modality. Assessments are
given orally
Basis for Determination of Performance Levels
Indicator: The

school staff has determined the basis upon which students’ grades and their growth
and performance levels are determined and uses that information to strengthen high achievement
of all students.
Evaluate the impact and effectiveness of the basis for which students’ grades, their
growth, and performance levels are determined.
Prompt:
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Individual teachers provide syllabi with their grade
weighting break down. Teachers within departments and
course teams determine their own grading scales, although
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Course Outlines

Lawndale High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

there is some collaboration amongst individual teachers
within departments to provide a common scale. Many
teachers have attended the Grading Conference hosted by
Pearson and discussions are beginning to appear where
teams of teachers are moving to standards based grading
using rubrics and moving away from 0-100-point scale to
either 4 or 5-point scale. The idea of not giving 0’s and
giving Incompletes have become a common practice used by
many teachers
In the Visual and Performing Arts department, rubrics are
used during summative assessments. Rubrics are used to
assess student performance on project based learning.
Course curriculum determines what content will be taught
throughout the school year, in order to reach cohesive
student progress within each course.
In the Visual and Performing Arts department, portfolios are
utilized to assess student growth throughout the school year.
Portfolios demonstrate student artwork, learning
assignments, sketches, and vocabulary.
The Math department works towards creating rubrics in the
CSA’s so that all students are evaluated to the same level
across campus and across the district.
To address the fact that students learn differently and are
able to express their knowledge differently, the math
department implements performance tasks as an alternative
way for students to apply their knowledge from the unit. The
performance tasks are then graded on a rubric by the teacher.
In all departments, grading student work is done individually
by the teachers using course team rubrics or solution keys.
During monthly department collaborations, course teams
review graded student work to assess the effectiveness of
common assessments and agree on next steps to ensure
students are working towards mastery of grade level
standards.
In the Science Department, students are required to design
experiments and construct models and write laboratory
reports which includes: Title, Purpose, Materials,
Background Information, Science Concepts, Equations,
Procedures, Data Table, Graphs, Calculations, Analysis, and
Conclusion and Photos. In the Science Department, we use
an online tool called SHMOOP.com where students are
required to read, take notes, do quizzes, and games to
reinforce concepts.
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Evaluate the effectiveness for determining if a student is
prepared to advance to the next unit, course, or grade level. Evaluate how course mastery is
determined and evaluate the “steps” or “gates” that are in place to prevent students from
proceeding to the next unit if mastery has not been demonstrated.
Evaluate the effectiveness of the procedures for grading student work whether it is done
electronically or individually by the teachers.
Evaluate how teachers ensure academic integrity and determine students are doing their own
work in the online environment. Comment on the degree to which the results for state-mandated
assessments and the high school exit exam are used in decisions about student achievement and
advancement and improving the instructional program.
Additional Online Instruction Prompts:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The one-size-fits-all practices that define the traditional
classroom have given way to new approaches in both
curriculum and instruction.

Edgenuity
E2020

Lawndale High School uses the Edgenuity (formerly E2020)
digital curriculum for online instruction. Students come to
school with different levels of academic readiness and
instructional needs. Whether the goal is to provide courses
for original credit or credit recovery, or offer targeted
intervention and remediation, Edgenuity digital curriculum
ensures students are meeting the expectations of the
standards.
Students who have not successfully earned required course
credits are provided the opportunity to get back on track for
on-time graduation with Edgenuity digital curriculum. The
same rigorous, standards-based content that engages
students earning original credit ensures that all students are
mastering the skills and concepts necessary for their future
success.
Each lesson includes multiple opportunities for students to
explore, apply, practice, and confirm their learning —
helping students to visualize concepts and extend their
learning. This active learning approach develops critical
thinking skills and a deeper understanding that prepares
them for success.
Moving at their own pace, students benefit from the
continual guidance and feedback provided by the opt-in
support and scaffolds integrated into Edgenuity digital
curriculum.
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Students confirm understanding through prescriptive,
formative, and summative assessments, as well as through
an extensive array of instructional activities.

D2.

Using Assessment to Monitor and Modify Learning in the Classroom Criterion

Teachers employ a variety of appropriate formative and summative assessment strategies to
evaluate student learning. Students and teachers use these findings to modify the
learning/teaching practices to improve student learning.
Indicators with Prompts
Appropriate Assessment Strategies

Teachers use appropriate formative and summative strategies to measure student
progress toward acquiring a specific body of knowledge or skills such as essays, portfolios,
individual or group projects, tests, etc.
Prompt: Evaluate the effectiveness and appropriateness of the assessment strategies selected
based on the programmatic goals and standards to determine student achievement. Evaluate the
selection of and the use of proctors, the security systems for test documents, and the means to
maintain the integrity of the assessments.
Indicator:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

School-wide, the methods used to assess student learning are
effective, providing a wide variety of assessment options
and strategies. Many of the assessment options used provide
data that can be used to analyze the effectiveness of
instruction and the assessments used. Though some
departments are further along in the use of assessment data
than others, the overall use of assessment data to
demonstrate the effectiveness of instruction and resulting
assessments is still an area of growth. Our teachers use a
variety of formative and summative assessments to monitor
student achievement. The results of these assessments are
used to monitor student learning, and aid teachers in
developing appropriate classroom instruction with
modifications if needed.
We have shared CFAs and CSAs to assess student learning.
Proctors are classroom teachers. Exams are scored and
saved on Illuminate. Assessments are printed and stored in
the Testing center for security.
Tickets out the door are used to assess daily Focus Learning
Targets to provide both students and teacher daily feedback.

CFA’s
CSA’s

ELA and math Performance tasks and projects are used as
additional assessment tools to show mastery.
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to evaluate learning

Entrance and Exit Tickets
Research Projects and
Performance Tasks
Research Papers and rubrics
with timelines.
Department pacing plans and
common assessments timelines.
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Presentations are utilized to promote depth of understanding. MSA projects.
Research Papers utilized to bring together various skills and
assess depth of knowledge. These papers will include
literature reviews to expose students to a variety of opinions
and theories.
Standardized writing assignments exist within the core
subject areas as a method to assess learning, though not all
departments or course teams have standardized scoring
rubrics.
Cross-curricular culminating activities within academies.
Teacher observations and walkObservations are utilized to informally assess student
through
progress in during performance projects in the Visual and
Performing Arts department.
Demonstration of Student Achievement

A range of examples of student work and other assessments demonstrate student
achievement of the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the
schoolwide learner outcomes, including those students with special needs.
Prompt: Evaluate how student work and other assessments demonstrate student achievement of
the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide
learner outcomes.
Indicator:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Lawndale High School strives to graduate all students with
high levels of critical thinking and interpersonal skills.
Through diverse and culturally-relevant instruction, all
departments build upon these skills through hands-on
projects, collaborative work, and differentiated assignments
that assess student growth, achievement, and development.
Each department employs different learning standards and
student outcomes that are specific to that particular
academy; however, to meet academic standards and collegeand-career readiness standards, students are evaluated
through varied assessments such as performance tasks,
group collaborative work, and individual tasks. Lawndale
High School is dedicated to adopting curriculum in every
department that will align with their Common Core and
college/career readiness standards. Teachers across campus
are encouraged to use standards specific rubrics,
assessments and even projects. These can be seen in the
examples of student work that each department preserves.
These academic standards are then assessed through
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summative evaluations twice a year with the CAASPP.
Overall teachers monitor student progress and achievement
through varied assignments that range in difficulty. Students
are able to demonstrate their level of deeper understanding
through the progression of a unit.
In terms of college and career readiness LWHS works hard
to provide students with countless opportunities to gain tools
and resources that will prepare them for college and their
careers. We provide transition plans when needed (IEP’s,
individual transition plans), a workability program (SPED)
that is constantly emphasizing the importance of youth
employment skills, and AVID electives for all interested in
preparing for college early on.
For example, in the math department, concept lessons are
used at the beginning of a unit as an exploratory activity for
students to engage in a real-world application problem.
Tasks measure procedural fluency, conceptual
understanding, and problem-solving skills that align with
Common Core state standards.
The math concept lessons are structured in different parts.
The initial segment of the concept lesson is an introductory
activity where students explore the ideas, vocabulary terms,
and concepts for that particular topic. The segments
following the introduction progresses into deeper levels of
understanding where students apply their skills to problemsolve and demonstrate mathematical reasoning. The
structure of concept lessons provides a natural progression
for students to explore ideas and demonstrate their level of
understanding. The level of scaffolding worksheets provides
appropriate support for all levels of learners, including
students with special needs. Students are also encouraged to
collaboratively work with partners and/or groups to gain
additional support from peers. Individual assignments and
group work measures ability and performance level.
At the end of a unit, students are evaluated with a
performance task, where students apply their mathematical
skills and knowledge to a real-world project-based learning
task. This performance task incorporates classroom learning
to the real world, providing the opportunities for students to
engage in their learning. Students are able to demonstrate
their level of understanding of mathematical content and
application skills that align with Common Core State
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Standards and Focus Learning Targets. Student achievement
and mastery of unit topics is evaluated through a grading
rubric. Rubrics assess student achievement by evaluating the
use of academic language, problem-solving skills, and
critical thinking.
In the American Sign Language (ASL) academy, a range of
examples of student work to develop and demonstrate
growth in linguistic and cultural proficiency. Student
achievement and progress is marked by different stages of
performance:
Stage I (Formulaic): Learners understand
and produce signs, words, and phrases.
Stage II (Created): Learners understand and
produce sentences and strings of sentences.
Stage III (Planned): Learners understand
and produce paragraphs and strings of paragraphs.
Stage IV (Extended): Learners understand
and produce cohesive texts
Language users address a wide variety
of topics that are appropriate to their level
and stage. As students develop their ability
to communicate in the target language and
culture, they are able to more fully address
topics that increase in complexity along the
Language Learning Continuum.
Student work ranges in activities that develop receptive and
expressive skills and include whole group, small group and
individual practice and performance assessments.
Additionally, performance rubrics to assess student
expressive skills (accuracy/fluency, sign production,
fingerspelling, use of non manual signals are used to
evaluate language development and acquisition.
To help ASL teachers increase student’s academic
achievement we are developing data to show that students
are improving or that they are not. Our goal is to develop
evidence to support why we are doing what we are doing.
Some of the challenges we currently face include:
having very few assessments available for teachers
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ASL: Fingerspelling Drills
Deaf Culture Facts/Terms
Teacher/Modeling
Whole Group
Small Group
Individual Practice
Quizzes
Edmodo
Reflections
ASL Receptive Skills
Story Narratives
Signing Stations
Kahoo.it
Signing Games/Activities
SPED/RST
Printed Notes
Visuals Aids
Modified Assignments
Edmodo quizzes
Teachers and students utilize
YouTube videos for evaluation
Illuminate quizzes and
assessments
ASL Receptive Tests-Teacher
sign to students (manually and
use of video)
ASL Expressive-Students sign
before peers and teacher
Expressive: ASL Picture Books
no text (ASL1)
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• having very few assessments available for teachers
•few checklists
• little resources specific to areas of ASL

Expressive: Story printed text
(ASL2)
Multi-Media Video Project
Summative assessments:
Grammar Receptive:
fingerspelling, vocabulary,
basic sentences, fingerspelling
rules; glossing and classifiers.

Additional Online Instruction Prompts: Evaluate the use of student work and other online
assessments (formative and summative) that demonstrate student achievement of academic standards
Address for online classes online and the schoolwide learner outcomes
Findings

Supporting Evidence

The Edgenuity course is designed to be completed in/out of
class using the online resources provided, with in-class time
- Edgenuity (E2020)
used for intervention and testing. Each course is broken up
into a series of units. Each unit has several written
assignments and quizzes. All course work is given to
students on the Edgenuity Learning platform and can be
completed outside of the classroom using any computer with
internet access. Students must complete all unit assignments
within each unit to be allowed to take the unit exam. In order
to move forward the student must achieve at or above a 70%
on quizzes and assignments. Students are allowed three
attempts at a quiz. After three attempts the student will keep
the highest score and will be moved ahead without
mastering the said objectives. At the conclusion of the
course students will be required to take a cumulative final
exam. At the conclusion of the course the student must have
a 60% or better in all work completed in order to earn credit
for the course. If the standard of 60% is not met the student
will be made to repeat the course.
Students are expected to spend 7-10 hours per week outside
the classroom working on the Edgenuity Learning System
completing course requirements. Required assignments can
be sent to the teacher digitally in an effort to save on
printing costs. Students can send these assignments to the
teacher through the Edgenuity message center.
BCA has a HealthCenter21 subscription, which is an online BrainPop activities
resource for students to learn from in an interactive way in
SHMOOP activities
their BCA senior science elective class, The Theory and
HealthCenter21
Practice of Medical Assisting.
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Many teachers utilize Brain Pop and SHMOOP to provide
students with additional resources beyond the class text to
engage students in the learning process. Both BrainPop and
SHMOOP offer notes, games, and quizzes. Some teachers
use it for students to provide extra practice, while others use
it for extra credit. Some teachers make it mandatory for
students to take quizzes on either BrainPop or SHMOOP.
Other teachers offer it as an alternative assessment for
students who want to retake a quiz on a topic from the class
content standards. No matter whether it is mandatory or
voluntary, students have a lot of ways to encounter
formative assessments via BrainPop and SHMOOP for
evaluation of student achievement.
Curriculum-Embedded Assessments

The school regularly examines standards-based curriculum-embedded assessments in
English language and math, including performance examination of students whose primary
language is not English, and uses that information to modify the teaching/learning process.
Prompt: How effective are the standards-based curriculum-embedded assessments in English
language and math and all other curricular areas as students apply their knowledge?
Indicator:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Students take formative and summative assessments. The
subject matter of each assessment tends to be specific to the
unit being taught in the class at the time. Evaluation of the
data after administration can be useful for planning for
future instruction. However, the assessment results do not
roll out to the students in a sequentially purposeful manner
other than to monitor current learning; in other words, the
common assessments do not build upon one another in the
same manner assessments created and administered in a
specific class setting by a specific teacher would. The
common formative and summative assessments are created
by district wide course teams that meet monthly and during
summer. Teachers volunteer and receive extra duty hours to
meet with other course alike teachers from the district to
create common assessments in Illuminate or uploaded to
Illuminate for all teachers to use. It seems that the CFAs and
CSAs exist both to pace our instruction and as a safety net to
insure a certain base-level instruction.
Students are assessed through the curriculum in the form of
classroom activities and assessments, such as district-wide
Common Summative and site specific Formative
Assessments, department-wide performance tasks,
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paragraph responses, essays, and document/text-based
responses. Although the activities are department-wide, not
all departments have common rubrics to score all
assessments, so the data is not reliable.
Student Feedback

Student feedback is an important part of monitoring student progress over time based
on the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide
learner outcomes. Interviews and dialogue with representative students inform the degree to
which learning experiences are relevant in preparing students for college, career, and life.
Indicator:

Using interviews and dialogue with students, evaluate the extent to which students
understand the expected level of performance based on the standards and the schoolwide learner
outcomes in relation to preparation for college, career, and life. Evaluate the effectiveness of the
student-teacher interaction and monitoring of student progress based on student feedback.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Based on the Speak It Up Survey, three quarters of the
student responses (1,361) identified doing well in school
was important to them. Our staff believes this response is
attributed to the constant communication we have with
students in regards to academic achievement towards
completing a-g requirements and making progress towards
graduation. The school has room for improvement in regards
to communicating with all students their expected level of
performance based on standards and schoolwide learner
outcomes. Through informal conversations with students,
many feel they understand the expected level of performance
in relation to qualifying for college but still need guidance
with regards to a career. Students took the Healthy Kids
Survey in February 2015 and are awaiting the results so we
can analyze and determine how students and parents feel
about the school.
Schoolwide, each teacher provides students and parents with
a classroom syllabus outlining expectations, learning
outcomes, and assessment/grading policies. This document,
which is personalized to each teacher and course, informs all
students of the curricular expectations, behavioral
guidelines, and grading policy. The syllabus is signed by
both parent and student to ensure compliance with rules and
regulations. In addition, many teachers post their syllabus,
assignments, deadlines, calendars, and samples on their
personal web pages or school webpage where students and
parents may sign up for alerts and notifications to remind
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them of upcoming assignments, opportunities for learning in
the outside community, and impending deadlines. Every
student receives a student planner, which details the school
rules and codes of conduct. AVID students are interviewed
1-on-1 for their quarterly grade-checks. AP and honor
students sign contracts when enrolling in those
courses/programs.
Teachers implement a variety of feedback mechanisms to
inform students and families of progress towards educational
and career objectives per course. Daily checks for
understanding, verbal feedback, electronic feedback, exit
tickets, and written feedback all contribute to the overall
monitoring of progress. These feedback mechanisms allow
the teacher to evaluate the level of comprehension of the
individual student, thus informing the necessity to reteach or
provide opportunities for enrichment and extended learning.
In history and English classes, many teachers utilize
dialectical journals where students complete a variety of
activities (notes, comprehension checks, personal writing
prompts) on the left side of the notebook, and the teacher
provides notes and feedback on the right side of the
notebook.
Specifically, many teachers utilize such programs as
Edmodo, Google Classroom, and Blackboard Connect to
promote ongoing dialogue between teachers and students
and teachers. These supervised technological platforms
promote critical writing skills and appropriate use of the
internet. Teachers can give written feedback privately or
publically. In addition, using programs like Turnitin.com,
teachers may record specific feedback for students. Lastly,
using internet applications like Vokle.com and Google
Hangouts, teachers can host live review sessions for
examinations.
Lawndale High School staff stresses the importance of
citizenship. The staff utilizes a program known as HERO
K12 that tracks student citizenship by awarding points for
positive behavioral choices where they may earn
rewards/prizes. This program also tracks disciplinary
concerns and referrals for teachers and administrators to
address.
For each grading period, students receive a physical progress
report every five weeks. Additionally, teachers hold one-onone conferences with students to evaluate progress and
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address learning concerns. Grades are always available
online for review by students and parents using the program,
PowerSchool.
Specifically, Lawndale High School practices using a FLT
(Focused Learning Target) per classroom session is which
the teacher uses a variety of methods to quickly assess
progress towards standards-based skill sets. For example,
several mathematics classes utilize Illuminate software (an
electronic data collection system that separates questions per
standard) to measure progress daily. English classes utilize
the website Turnitin.com to prepare students for
corresponding with professors electronically by using the
website to turn in essays, gain electronic feedback from
teachers using common rubrics vertically aligned among
grades and the junior college community. These programs
inform the student as to what he or she needs to
academically address to be prepared for the next level.
LWHS provides a college and career center where students
can attend informational sessions from local college
representatives; seniors also attend college visits with junior
colleges in the area as well as qualify for SAT and college
application waivers. The counselors, UCLA tutors, and
former admissions staff members from local colleges also
work with students individually on their college
applications. Furthermore, LWHS has partnered with CSU
Dominguez Hills where seniors obtaining all A-G
requirements and a “C” average gain admission advantages
and “second looks”.
For those students wishing to directly enter the workforce,
LWHS provides specialized, career-specific academy
offerings. The Marine Science Academy, Biomedical Career
Academy, Media Arts Academy, American Sign Language
Academy host guest speakers, special events, and
mentorship programs. Furthermore, students enrolled in the
various academies benefit from career-specific content in
core classes in addition to pathway specific electives.

-

-

FLT (Focused Learning
Target) written on the
whiteboard
Illuminate
(Assessments)
Turnitin.com
College Field Trips
University guest
speakers
College and Career
Center

Academy of Media Arts
American Sign
Language Academy
Biomedical Career
Academy
Marine Science
Academy

Modification of the Learning/Teaching Process

Assessment data is collected, analyzed, and used as the basis to make decisions and
changes in the curricular and instructional approaches to ensure students are prepared for success
Indicator:
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in college, career, and life.
Prompt: Evaluate

the effectiveness of how assessment data is collected, analyzed, and used as the
basis to make decisions and changes in the curricular and instructional approaches.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

LWHS has implemented a late start Monday for
collaboration opportunities for all departments. During
collaborations, departments compare and analyze data from
common assessments. Once data is collected and analyzed
departments may wish to address any significant difficulties
based upon those assessments. The data collected is used to
spiral in new information or use small group instruction to
adjust the curriculum or instructional practices that ensure
more students are attaining mastery of academic standards.
Teachers will also be able to use the data to inform their
own instructional strategies/practices.
LWHS teachers have the opportunity for Focus Walks with
department chairs and/or instructional coaches. Teachers
along with department chairs, instructional coaches or admin
observe their colleagues with the purpose of observing
instructional strategies that they may utilize in their own
practice. The information learned during focus walks can be
shared at the next collaboration as best practices to address
curricular or instructional changes based on student
performance data.
LWHS teachers also have Focused Learning Targets (FLTs)
posted at the front board. These are posted in addition to the
standards to be covered and the agenda to be followed. They
are also reviewed in detail with the students. These are
measurable learning targets that students must be able to
complete successfully. The teacher is able to collect data
regarding student level of comprehension and the need to
review material or proceed with the lesson
Math Department has created CFAs and CSAs to analyze
student success. In addition, CFA/CSA may be used to
guide instruction. CFA/CSA data is collected via illuminate
to gain instant feedback based upon results. Once the results
are documented teachers give students opportunity to
analyze their errors and make the necessary corrections.
Once corrections are made students have the opportunity to
retake the assessments.

CFA
CSA
Collaboration Mondays
Illuminate
Focus Walks
FLT (Focused Learning Target)
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D3.
Using Assessment to Monitor and Modify the Program Schoolwide
Criterion
The school, with the support of the district and community, has an assessment and monitoring
system to determine student progress toward achievement of the academic standards, the collegeand career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide learner outcomes. The system drives the
school’s program to continually improve and to allocate resources to effectively meet student
needs.
Indicators with Prompts
Assessment and Monitoring Process

The following stakeholders are involved in the assessment and monitoring process of
student progress: district, board, staff, students, parents, and the business and industry
community.
Indicator:

Evaluate the impact of stakeholder involvement in assessing and monitoring student
progress. Include district, board, staff, students, parents, and the business and industry
community.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Lawndale High School uses a variety of resources to
evaluate the impact of stakeholder involvement in assessing
and monitoring students’ progress. District leaders and/or
Board members monitor school progress by visiting the
school site and walking classrooms to share observation
input and offer feedback to site administration. District
leaders and site administration conduct monthly learning
walks to calibrate observation processes.
Lawndale High School staff assesses and monitors student
performance through the School Site Council, which
evaluates student achievement and determines student and
school needs. The SSC looks at the School Accountability
Report Card (SARC) and is comprised of staff, students, and
parents. The Single Plan for Student Achievement
(SPSA)/School wide Plan is another valuable resource in
evaluating student progress towards academic achievement.
The impact of stakeholder involvement is crucial to the
continued growth of our school and its community. The
involvement of various stakeholders allows for continuous
discussions on where students are at and what we need to do
to move them forward. At the district level, we have
monthly Principal’s and Associate Principal’s (AP) meetings
to share and discuss current practices along with new topics
to align our focus. Each AP has their administrative duties
such as testing, technology, academies, counseling, etc. and

Drives SPSA
LCFF/LCAP
School Site Council (SSC)
SSC reviews SARC
District Learning Walks
CV Observation Tool
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there are monthly meetings at the district to refine the site
practices and share out best practices from other schools.
Board members and district will routinely visit school
campuses in the district to share observation feedback with
site administration. The district brings together Course leads
from all school sites that are responsible for curriculum
maps that direct discussions within their departments and
creating common assessments to determine student
performance in each course level. The LCFF/LCAP has
helped Lawndale High School and the Centinela Valley
Union HSD connect with our parents, students, and
business/industry community to clearly understand their
needs, and the goals for improvement.
English Language (EL) learners are monitored and evaluated
using the CELDT test. The ELD Coordinator supports and
monitors all EL learners on an ongoing basis to ensure their
placement is appropriate and they are progressing.
Parents are able to access student grades instantaneously on
PowerSchool and can view their child’s performance on all
assignments and assessments inputted by the teachers.
Information that can be viewed through PowerSchool
include school assignments, grades, attendance, and online
textbooks. This allows for closer monitoring and
intervention by parents, students, teachers, counselors, and
other stakeholders. However, some parents and students are
not accessing PowerSchool for various reasons such as lack
of knowledge of the website or forgotten passwords.
The school distributes formal progress reports meant for the
parents/guardians of students. Teachers hand out progress
reports to students to take home during the five weeks, ten
weeks and fifteen weeks. The semester report cards are
mailed home to families. Parents/guardians and students can
monitor the student’s progress in this manner. Parents and
students are constantly reminded by teachers, counselors,
administrators and staff to always check their PowerSchool
accounts for up to date information on grades and
attendance. Many students and parents are using
PowerSchool often to check attendance and grades but we
realize not all families have access to technology. As a staff
we are trying to figure out ways to ensure all students and
parents are using PowerSchool daily and to have enough
technology available through our Media Center and Parent
Center.

List of course leads at
Lawndale and their job
description

PowerSchool parent access
portal.
Progress Report Distribution
calendar.

Common Summative
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The district has implemented a Data Analysis Protocol that
allows stakeholders to analyze CSA, Common Formative
Assessments (CFAs) and other district and state level
assessments. The Data Analysis Protocol is provided to all
departments in the district although the real use within each
department varies. Some departments have worked with this
sheet for various years while others are beginning to become
familiar with it.

Assessments (CSA)
Copies of the Data Analysis
Protocol used by different
departments and district
personnel.

Additional Online Instruction Prompt: Evaluate how the school ensures that all online students have
access to state-mandated tests and that results are reported to all stakeholders.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

At Lawndale High School, all students have access to statemandated tests. Students are enrolled in E2020 for credit
recovery purposes. Priority is allotted for seniors in need of
credits to graduate then eleventh grade students are admitted
pending available space. Juniors enrolled in E2020 are still
required to take all state-mandated tests. The results of the
state-mandated tests are reported to all stakeholders through
the mailing of results home to families and making them
available through teachers and counselors upon student
request. When the state delivers a copy of the assessment
results, they are placed in student cum folders.

E2020
SBAC

Schoolwide Modifications Based on Assessment Results

The school uses assessment results to make changes in the school program,
professional development activities, and resource allocations demonstrating a results-driven
continuous process.
Prompt: Comment on the overall effectiveness of how assessment results have caused changes in
the school program, professional development activities, and/or resource allocations,
demonstrating a results-driven continuous process. Examine examples and comment on the
overall effectiveness of changes in the online opportunities, professional development of the
staff, and the resource allocations to support student achievement and their needs.
Indicator:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

At Lawndale High School, assessment results from the
CAHSEE, CST, AP, and EAP exams have caused changes
in the school program such as developing intervention
courses to support student achievement in math and English.
Math Essentials and English Intensive courses are supported

CAHSEE
CST
AP
EAP
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using Title I funds to create smaller class sizes and
purchasing materials like ALEKS licenses and consumable
workbooks for Read180. Now with the transition to SBAC
testing, our school will focus on SBAC, AP, and EAP
testing to analyze and identify our student needs and adjust
the allocation of resources.
At the beginning of the 2015-16 school year, a Teacher
Needs assessment survey was given at a faculty meeting and
the results have been effective in causing changes in our
professional development offerings during our Professional
Learning Opportunities (PLO’s). During our monthly PLO’s
teachers will have a choice of 4-5 different professional
development opportunities from technology to classroom
community building. Teachers will then work in
departments to debrief and follow-up with one another on
implementing new classroom practices.
Students, parents and staff take the Speak It Up and Healthy
Kids surveys. The results of these assessments inform
changes in allocation of resources and potentially modify
school programs to better serve student needs. The results
are discussed at administrative team and leadership team
meetings. During registration week, parents are encouraged
to take a parent survey to give the school feedback on
various aspects about the school. This parent survey
provides feedback for administration and leadership team.
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ACS WASC Category D. Standards-based Student Learning: Assessment and
Accountability:
Summary, Strengths, and Growth Needs
Review all the findings and supporting evidence and summarize the degree to which the criteria in Category
D are being met. Include comments about the degree to which these criteria impact the school’s ability to
address one or more of the identified critical learner needs.
Summary:

School-wide, the methods used to assess student learning are effective, providing a wide variety
of assessment options and strategies. Many of the assessment options provide data that can be
used to analyze the effectiveness of instruction and the assessments. The overall use of
assessment data to demonstrate the effectiveness of instruction and resulting assessments is still
an area of growth, although some departments are further along in the use of assessment data
than others. Our teachers use a variety of formative and summative assessments to monitor
student achievement. The results of these assessments are used to monitor student learning, and
aid teachers in developing appropriate classroom instruction with modifications as needed.
The common summative assessments (CSA’s) are created by district wide course teams that
meet monthly and during the summer. Teachers volunteer and receive extra duty hours to meet
with other course alike teachers from the district to create common assessments in Illuminate.
CSA’s exist both to pace our instruction and as a safety net to insure a certain base-level
instruction. The district has implemented a Data Analysis Protocol that allow stakeholders to
analyze Common Summative Assessments (CSAs) and Common Formative Assessments
(CFAs). Common formative assessments are site specific and in development to suit the needs of
course teams.
Lawndale High School teachers implement a variety of feedback mechanisms to inform students
and families of progress towards educational and career objectives in each course. Daily checks
for understanding, verbal feedback, electronic feedback, exit tickets, and written feedback all
contribute to the overall monitoring of student progress. These feedback mechanisms allow the
teacher to evaluate the level of mastery of the individual student, thus informing the necessity to
reteach, provide opportunities for enrichment, and extend learning.
At Lawndale High School, departments have weekly collaboration and during these
collaboration meetings, course teams meet to analyze student performance data based on
standards and question type allowing teachers to view the data on a holistic level. Course teams
may follow a Data Analysis Protocol Form to analyze the results of site specific formative
assessments and district-wide summative assessments to identify strengths and weaknesses in
student progress towards mastery of standards.
Lawndale High School effectively communicates with stakeholders in numerous ways.
Communication is achieved through the school website, district website, PowerSchool,
Blackboard Connect messages, personal calls, email, social media outlets, parent meetings,
flyers, newsletters, and remind101. These resources allow parents and students to be up-to-date
on grades, academic events, athletic events, parent-learning opportunities, and any other relevant
information to the school community. We offer a bilingual Community Liaison and approved
translators to provide support for families that are Spanish speaking. We are developing a Parent
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Center equipped with computers for parents in need of computer access. Our goal is to provide
information for our families and school community regarding student achievement. In order to
provide students and families updates on student academic progress we distribute report cards
every 5 weeks with a reminder Blackboard message sent home and posting on the school website
to notify parents report cards were sent home. Semester report cards are mailed home to keep
students and parents aware of students’ grades.
Counselors inform students about their achievement of academic standards and college-andcareer readiness meeting regularly to assess progress towards graduation. Counselors lead Back
on Track grade level meetings where parents are informed of their child’s progress towards
academic standards and college-and-career readiness. Counselors hold College Info Nights to
help parents be more aware of college qualifications, application procedures, and financial aid
opportunities. Counselors facilitate FAFSA workshop for parents and students in the mornings,
during the day, some evenings and some Saturdays. Additionally, counselors present at various
parent advisory committees such as ELAC, DLAC, Title 1 and SSC. The College & Career
Technician hosts College representatives throughout the year for students to learn more about
various Colleges, their strengths, and application process. Each counselor is assigned to an
academy to provide targeted support for students pursuing a particular pathway.
Prioritize the strengths and areas of growth for Category D.
Category D: Standards-based Student Learning: Assessment and Accountability: Areas of Strength
● Department course teams and Academies use Illuminate and PowerSchool to review and analyze student
performance.
●

●

●

●

●
●

Many teachers informally assess student understanding using Direct Interactive
Instruction techniques, which includes informal teacher-to-student and student-to-student
inquiry.
Teachers are provided professional development opportunities such as Professional
Learning Opportunities (PLO’s), Professional Learning Communities (PLC’s), voluntary
classroom observations, Direct Interactive Instruction trainings during new teacher
summer institute and lunch time instructional refreshers, Instructional Coaches lead
Focus Walks, Instructional Coaches offer co-teaching lessons, conferences, and informal
inquiry.
Data analysis protocol used with some course teams during weekly department
collaboration to analyze student performance data that informs instruction to support
student mastery of academic standards.
Small Learning Communities (SLC’s) regularly conduct grade checks to update students
on academic progress towards mastery of academic standards (in AVID, Academies,
Athletics, 9th Grade House, Learning Centers).
Academies and AVID hosts Parent Information nights at least once a semester to inform
parents and students of learning outcomes, expectations, and collect parent feedback.
Some Academy courses offer Project Based Learning to achieve mastery of concepts
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● Some course teams are developing common rubrics for CFA’s and CSA’s to create
reliable data.
● District-wide Common Summative Assessments and site specific Common Formative
Assessments are used to assess student progress towards mastery of academic standards
and college-and-career readiness as well as to modify instruction to meet the needs of all
learners.
● Administered math and ELA SBAC Interim Assessments along with providing math and
ELA teachers professional development on how to hand score assessments allowing
teachers to gain a deeper understanding of assessment rubrics to better prepare students
for Performance Tasks and activities.
● Incorporating technology use in the classroom: Illuminate, BrainPop, Turnitin.com,
Google Apps, HealthCenter21, EBSCO, SHMOOP, RSS Feeds, Desmos, PLTW online,
and many classrooms have interactive technology.
● Curriculum Maps in most subjects give teachers a guide to pace instruction and learning
objectives for students to progress towards mastery of academic standards.
Category D: Standards-based Student Learning: Assessment and Accountability: Areas of Growth

● Continue work in course teams to align site specific CFA’s, district CSA’s, and lab
assessments with CCSS/NGSS in all subject areas.
● Continue to develop common rubrics in all course teams to score all assessments that
create reliable data.
● Continue to develop and further analyze assessment data using Data Analysis Protocol to
inform instructional practices and improve student performance.
● Continue to increase parental engagement and participation with PowerSchool and
opportunities to learn how to use it.
● Continue to incorporate more technology instructional practices into classroom
instruction through all departments.
● Develop an effective process to measure and monitor student progress towards SLO’s
(Graduate Profile).
● Continue to conduct follow up coaching of teachers on short term formative assessments
such as checks for understanding.
● Develop common language and assessment strategies for assessing critical learners using
Depth of Knowledge, Bloom’s Taxonomy, and/or Costa’s and probing questions.
● Increase workshops for students learning how to use Google Apps, PowerSchool,
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EBSCO and digital libraries.
● Continue discussion of common grading policy that support student progress to mastery
of academic standards in all departments.

240

Lawndale High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

Focus Group E: School Culture and Support for Student Personal and
Academic Growth
Leaders:

House, Joe, Lead Safety Officer

Finch, Elissa, SPED

Idio, Sonia, Science

Tremblay, Maura, English

Koch, Brent, VAPA
Korn, Edward, Social Science

Certificated Staff:

Love, Stephen, VAPA

Taylor, Miguel, AP

Mross, Christopher, VAPA

Ackermann, Dina, SPED

Pina, Gabriela, World Languages

Blackman, Jeff, Science

Rosales, Louis, Math

Brownlee, Chris, Math

Waxler, Dallas, English/CTE

Collins, Jeff, Science
Gomez, Richard, Math

Counselor:

Gradilla, Rafael, Social Science

Pina, Oscar

Guilfoyle, John, Physical Education

Students:
- Naidelyn Martinez
- Kate Morales
- Alapati Solomona
- Justin Zuniga
- Brandon Ward
- Jesus Perez
- Jasiri Carmichael
- Erick Willis
- Kimberly Romero

Parents:
- Tony Morejon
- Leslie Lopez
Classified Staff:
Collins, Cesia, Community Liaison
Hall, Betty, Media Center Technician
Kelsey, Dana, DIS Counselor
Lopez, Leticia, Data Processor
House, Joe, Lead Safety Officer
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E1. Parent and Community Engagement Criterion
The school leadership employs a wide range of strategies to encourage family, business,
industry, and community involvement, especially with the learning/teaching process.
Indicators with Prompts
Regular Parent Involvement

The school implements strategies and processes for the regular involvement of family,
business, industry, and the community, including being active partners in the learning/teaching
process for all programs. The school involves parents of non-English speaking, special needs and
online students.
Indicator:

Prompt: Evaluate

the strategies and processes for the regular involvement of the family, business,
industry, and the community, including being active partners in the learning/teaching process.
Comment on the effectiveness of involving parents of non-English speaking, special needs and
online students.

Findings

Supporting Evidence

School-wide Back-to-School Night gives parents the
opportunity to meet teachers, go over the course, and
collaborate on ways to help their student be successful for
the year.
At Lawndale High School, we now have a full-time
Community Liaison on site whose outreach to parents has
been critical in getting families more involved in the
opportunities we have available for them such as PIQE,
Family Nights in some departments, Academy Family
Nights, and other events that are parent and community
centered. A parent newsletter has also been created to keep
parents informed.

Sign in logs, school calendar

PIQE meetings for parents of English Learners allows for
parents to get information on A-G requirements and the
tools that will help their student get into college.

Sign in logs. invitations to
parents. calendar of events.

Academies (AMA, ASLA, BCA and MSA) have Advisory
Board meetings twice a year that involve parents,
community members, industry partners, students, teachers
and administrators.
English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC) & District
English Language Advisory Committee (DELAC) meetings
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Community Liaison timesheet,
newsletter.

Sign in logs. invitations to
parents and involved parties,
calendar of events.
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for parents to address the needs of EL students site and
district-wide

Sign in logs, school and district
calendar/website

School Site Council meets monthly with staff, student,
administrator, and parent representatives. Here stakeholders
are able to have a profound impact as to how site funds are
spent and which programs and resources are made available
to help students be successful in school.
Academies have back-to-school night and family events
during the school year to keep parents involved in smaller
settings. Clubs have similar events as well to encourage
parent involvement in all aspects of student learning.

Agenda, minutes and sign-in
logs, school calendar,
invitations to parents and
involved parties.

Academies seek and maintains relationships with industry
partners in order to facilitate a consistent partnership with
these entities and foster learning environment and realworld insight that will aid in student learning
Parents are encouraged to participate as career speakers in
the academies as well as some of our clubs. This fosters the
partnership as parents being important and viable resources
for student success.

Calendar and sign-in sheets

Copies of recruitment letters/
contacts. calendar
events/documentation of
speaking events
School calendar, invitations to
parents and involved parties.

Academies monitor student attendance and academic
progress in order to notify and/or conference with parents to
Phone/conference logs, student
keep them involved and aware of their student’s current
progress.
achievement levels
Counselors provide nights for families to come in and get
assistance with college applications and FAFSA. They are
held at times that are conducive to parents being able to
attend after work and get the assistance need to complete
these items successfully.
Technology has given parents the ability to get information
and stay up to date on their students’ progress and school
events with greater efficiency. PowerSchool parent portal,
email, Blackboard Connect are all tools that aid in keeping
the lines of communication open between school and home.
Sporting events provide an opportunity for the family,
community, and business to come together as one. At some
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of our sporting events we would frequently collaborate with
local eateries to provide their food trucks and service
creating a lasting partnership of school, families, and
community.

School calendar

Use of Community Resources

The school uses business, industry, and community resources to support students, such
as professional services, business partnerships, guest speakers, job fairs, field trips to local
employers, and evaluation of student projects and classroom presentations
Indicator:

Prompt: How

effective is the school use of community resources to support students?

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Lawndale High School has effective partnerships with
Referrals, log entries, data
Centinela Youth Services (CYS), Richstone Family Therapy,
from organizations
and STARVIEW which all serve as support services for
students social, emotional, and mental health. We refer
students to CYS for services like Victim Offender Restitution
Services (VORS), Families Able to Resolve Conflict (FARS),
and Students Able to Resolve Conflict (STARS). VORS is
and evidence-based program that gives youth offenders the
opportunity to understand the harm they have caused, ‘make
right’ their wrongs and become accountable for their actions
regarding a particular offense that was committed. It is
facilitated by trained mediators and held between offenders
and their victims. Dialogue about the incident, what led up to
the incident, and what can be done to resolve the incident in
the form of restitution. Victims can include other students,
teachers, administrators, concerned school stakeholder,
custodians, safety officers, etc. FARS provides mediations for
youth who are in conflict with their family. After an initial
session of problem identification from both the
parent/guardian and child viewpoint, trained mediators help
families craft written agreements focusing on identifiable
issues, working to establish new behavior patterns and
communication styles. The goal of Family Mediation is
strengthening their relationships with one another, help resolve
conflicts between them and link to other beneficial community
resources. STARS is a school-based club run by a school site
contact as well as a CYS intern or volunteer who
train the peer mediators/students and assist them in conducting
mediations between their peers on school campuses. Peer
mediation is recognized by the US Department of Justice as an
effective method of reducing school violence. Research
244

Lawndale High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

indicates that conflict resolution education and reduction in
campus violence also improves students' academic progress,
among the disputants as well as the peer mediators.
Lawndale has a partnership with community organization
Richstone Family Center. We have a school-based therapist
from Richstone on site to provide our students with a number
of support services. The therapist provides crisis counseling
and individual counseling to address depression, anxiety,
relationship issues, loss of a loved one, academic/school
stressors, etc. Group therapy services provide grief and anger
management, along with gender specific groups that help them
with pervasive issues. Upon meeting with students they are
able to provide them or their family with additional resources
or referrals when necessary. Richstone has serviced 166
students this academic year. Hawthorne Teen Center also
provide many after school resources that are available to our
students. Those resources include access to arts and crafts,
homework assistance, job club, mentoring, Youth Council,
field trips, recreation activities and more.
In 2014-15, a representative from LMU Restorative Practices
project conducted community conferences for students,
teachers, staff members to resolve conflicts and disagreements
in a restorative manner. Some of our school staff also received
training this year and are conducting community conferences
in 2015-16. It has been an effective alternative to suspension
and restorative component added to our school culture.
Lawndale’s College and Career Fair featured a plethora of
university representatives (UC, CSU, Private, Out of State,
HBCU, community college etc.) as well as local agencies that
represented career pathways (Lawndale Sheriff Dept.,
architecture, real estate, etc.). Industry representatives also
went to many classes to share their experience, knowledge,
and expertise to students.
Black Student Union’s district-wide College and Career Fair is
a collaboration of the all the BSU’s of the district to provide a
wide-scale College and Career Fair during Black History
Month. It is sponsored by BSU but open to all students. Panel
discussions, workshops, guest speakers, and more are available
to students and the community. Many of the colleges and
speakers are from the community and have a vested interest in
helping our students.
The College and Career Center provides weekly presentations
that are college or career oriented. A diverse list of college and
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career representatives provide students with options that will
suit their post-secondary school needs.
District Sponsored Paid Work Experience: Students with IEPs
are provided supported work experience employment at local
retail business under Workability grant up to 50 hours a year.
Job Club: Students with IEPs are able to accesses the District
Sponsored Job Club. The Club help students develop career
awareness, job acquisition skills, and job retention skills.
Students who successfully complete the Job Club can become
clients of the Transition Partnership Program
Community Based Instruction: Students with Intellectual
Disabilities (ID) are taken into the community to learn to apply
and generalize functional academic skills in the community
settings. Skills worked on include but are not limited to
learning to use public transportation, comparison shopping,
using mall or store directory, accessing public library
resources, and community recreation resources etc.
BCA CNA program with Homestead schools (2013-2014 and
2014-2015). Students who completed the program received a
nursing certificate. Lack of funding has suspended the
program but the academy is actively looking for new funding
sources.
Field trip to El Camino Community College sponsored by
student outreach department. This trip exposes students to the
local post secondary option to continue their education.
Academies have lunchtime career presentations from speakers
in in the industry to give students a deeper insight into
numerous career fields in which they have interest. It helps to
bridge the gap between the things they are learning in class
and how it will be applied on the job.
Mathematics, Engineering, Science Achievement (MESA)
Program provides educationally and economically
disadvantaged students and their families with the essential
skills and resources to achieve success in school, career, life
and STEM related disciplines. California’s students excel in
STEM pathways, from elementary to graduate school and into
careers where they accelerate and build the Golden State’s
leadership in research, industry, and service. The MESA
Schools Program assists students at middle and senior high
schools (and some elementary schools) to excel in math and
science and become competitively eligible for academically
rigorous colleges and universities. The program partners with
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teachers, administrators, school district officials, schools and
industry representatives to provide quality academic
enrichment. Student selection and services are implemented
through a collaboration involving teachers at participating
schools and personnel from local MESA centers. Most MESA Awards received, physics
School Programs centers are housed at universities with ties to teacher, pictures, field trip
attendance sheets.
campus faculty members. Sites are located throughout
California and serve hundreds of schools and school districts.
MESA Day Academies. Hands-on, common-core aligned math
and science competitions give students a chance to meet likeminded students and vie for awards. Students follow MESAdeveloped curriculum that reinforce California state math and
science content standards. Top winners of local competitions
advance to regional and, in some instances, national contests.
Career and college exploration. Industry guest speakers and
field trips to companies and college campuses present various
college and career options. MESA at Lawndale is integrated in
Physics and AP Physics classes and other math classes to
outreach students from 9-12th grade levels. Also, MESA
sessions are offered before, after school, or at lunch. Teacher
professional development opportunities. Institutes are offered
for MESA teachers featuring hands-on curriculum and new
techniques to teach math and science. The institutes are geared
especially for educators who work in schools with limited
resources.
Regional Center provides family of students with Intellectual
Disabilities with a variety of services that support family and
community life. Regional Center also provides accesses to
post high school placement in a variety of vocational, housing
and social support.
South Bay Special Education Planning Association (SELPA)
provides a variety of services to families and districts in the
South Bay area. Some of the services include but are not
limited to Adult Transition Fair, Professional Training for
teachers, Educational Programs for families with special needs
children. Some of these programs have been hosted at
CVUHSD district office.
Department of Rehabilitation provides graduates with
disability with support services to obtain employment.
CVUHSD connects students with the Department of
Rehabilitation via the Transition Office.
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E2.

School Environment Criterion

The school is a) a safe, clean, and orderly place that nurtures learning and b) has a culture that is
characterized by trust, professionalism, high expectations for all students, and a focus on
continuous school improvement.
Indicators with Prompts
Safe, Clean, and Orderly Environment
Indicator: The

school has existing policies and regulations and uses its resources to ensure a safe,
clean, and orderly place that nurtures learning, including internet safety.
Prompt: Comment

on the effectiveness of a) the existing policies and use of resources to ensure a
safe, clean, and orderly place that nurtures learning and b) all aspects of the school with respect
to safety regulations including effective operating procedures for internet safety.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) is a
proactive approach to establishing the behavioral supports
and social culture, as needed, to all students in a school to
achieve social, emotional and academic success. Attention is
focused on creating and sustaining primary (school-wide),
secondary (classroom), and tertiary (individual) systems of
support. This will then improve lifestyle results (personal,
health, social, family, work, recreation) for all students by
making targeted misbehavior less effective, efficient,
relevant, and generating desired behavior for more
functionality. Respect, Ownership, Commitment, Kindness,
and Safety (ROCKS) is the acronym that reminds students of
the daily expectations of conduct. Students can be
recognized and rewarded for their behavior by any staff
member. Students receive Cardinal Cash and can redeem
this cash for the reward of their choice from the Student
Store. Students who exemplify this behavior are also
highlighted at our quarterly grade-level Success Assemblies.
Lawndale High School’s inclusion of restorative practices
such as community conferences, community building
circles, peer mediation, etc. have been effective in diffusing
and/or de-escalating situations on campus and increasing
safety. These conflicts and/or disagreement can occur
between students, student and teachers, student and safety
officer or any staff member. Community conferences allow
each involved party to have a voice express their feelings
and also see how their action affected others than just the

PBIS
Community Conferences
ROCKS
Restorative Practices
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people who had the conflict like the school, parents, etc. In
order to support the efforts to ensure a safe, clean, and
orderly environment that nurtures learning, including
internet safety. Lawndale High School has hired two
Response to Intervention (RTI) specialist this year.
Intervention specialist help to monitor student attendance,
monitor campus, provide teachers and staff with support and
specific interventions to help service the needs of their
students. Intervention specialist help to run community
circles, peer mediations, and other restorative practices that
aid in keeping the campus safe. Intervention specialist also
set students up with behavior contracts and/or put them on
Check In Check Out (CICO) to assist with keeping an
orderly environment.
Our maintenance staff at Lawndale High School is
responsible for keeping our grounds clean and safe. Some of
their duties include cleaning the campus, removing graffiti,
cutting grass, repairing broken windows, plumbing issues,
pipes. Maintaining the football stadium, lining and
maintaining the fields for sports, as well as maintenance on
their equipment is part of their routine as well. They also
help to set up and prepare for school events (dances, rally,
Sports Banquets, College and Career Fairs, Parent Nights,
etc.) ensuring the proper equipment is being used for each
situation.
At LHS we have 8 permanent Safety Officers assigned to
our campus who help to ensure the integrity of our campus
safety on a daily basis. They patrol the campus on foot, or
segways or carts in order to be more efficient. They have
posts around the campus and ensure that school rules are
being followed and safety is being practiced. They have
participated in Community Conferences and are a partner in
the restorative practices we use on campus. They are patrol
the perimeter of the campus, before and after school in order
to aid in the comprehensive safety of our students.
At Lawndale High School we are proactive in keeping all
staff members in tune with the latest information on various
emergencies that could arise on campus and jeopardize
safety. Every staff member (certificated and classified) will
attend an Active Shooter training to equip them with the
latest information/resources to prepare them to deal with a
crisis of that nature.
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At Lawndale HS we have all freshman are required to
complete a digital citizenship course highlighting safety
online. Meeting with students, guest speakers, and quarterly
grade-level assemblies help to reiterate the importance of
this to all grade levels. IT also helps to ensure that all oncampus internet access is censored from inappropriate
content
High Expectations/Concern for Students

The school demonstrates caring, concern, and high expectations for students in an
environment that honors individual differences and is conducting to learning.
Indicator:

Evaluate the school’s work to ensure the effectiveness of an atmosphere of caring,
concern, and high expectations for students in an environment that honors individual differences
and is conducive to learning.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Currently, Lawndale High has over 30 extracurricular clubs
on campus. Many clubs were created with interest-based
themes, such as Skate Club, Theater and Film Club, Anime
and Manga Club, Travel Club and others similar to that.
Other clubs were started to honor and explore various
cultural issues, such as Black Student Union, MeCha,
Filipino Club, and Vietnamese Club. These clubs work for
the promotion and maintenance of cultural awareness and
appreciation at Lawndale High School. Lawndale High
School has a Friendship Club that meets weekly in the
gymnasium at lunch. Friendship Club’s goal is to to provide
friendly and supportive “buddies” for students with special
needs. Gay Straight Alliance club is another organization
that seeks to provide students who are a part of the
LGBTQIA community with a safe space where they can
learn about becoming an ally, learn more about themselves,
their sexualities, as well as gain confidence and support
from members and staff.
Peer mediation program in which student volunteers are
trained to help other students resolve conflict in a cordial
manner. These students genuinely find pleasure and
satisfaction in being able to help others and being able to
reduce the number of conflicts on campus and being able to
make the school safer as a result.
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Link Krew is a viable resource for our incoming freshmen.
Link Krew supports incoming freshman by placing them
Student schedules.
with a peer upperclassman in order to partner with them to
promote high school success. Strategies for success are
shared peer-to-peer and students respond well to this
support. Link Krew also puts on events for the freshman and
provide continued bridge from middle school to high school
for our incoming freshmen.

Academies and AVID give students regular grade checks
that include reflections for students who have grades of D or
F in any subject. Freshmen House teachers work together to
assist students who are failing or close to failing any of their
courses.

Provide data, reflections, grade
checks, calls home.

Atmosphere of Trust, Respect, and Professionalism
Indicator: The

school has an atmosphere of trust, respect, and professionalism.

To what degree is there evidence of an atmosphere of trust, respect, and
professionalism?
Prompt:
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Lawndale has created a bell schedule structure that allows
for weekly collaboration between teachers their within their
individual departments and subjects to discuss data, best
practices, and ways to provide effective help for students
who may be having difficulty learning subject matter.
Sharing personal classroom data and discussing individual
students requires a levels of trust between the teachers in
that department.

Calendar, department sign-in
sheets.

Parent’s first contact with the school is through office staff.
Parents and students are treated with respect. Many personal
situations may be disclosed by students and parents during
first contact with the school. These situations are treated
with discretion and any necessary help is offered.
Professional training has been provided to aid in the
continued provision of high quality customer service.
Professionalism is at the top of each teacher’s list when
working with any group. (i.e. Peers, Students, Parents,
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Admin, or General school staff.) It is understood that
anyone working within the district is working just as
diligently as themselves and when a request is made,
patience while knowing that the request will be dealt with is
certain. Aiding others when responsibilities overlap is
common and never an issue. Helping peers is not only
expected but welcomed as courtesy and professionalism at
Lawndale. While working with general staff and students
the highest level of professionalism is guaranteed through
respect, compassion, trust, and understanding.
SPED teachers supply Passport and other student
information that are considered confidential. Steps have
been taken to ensure that these items remain confidential by
sharing through private accounts on google drive and via
email if necessary. Teachers can add comments and
observations on these documents without hard copies that
can fall into hands of those not directly involved with the
student. Parents can rest assured their child’s personal
information is protected and confined to the child’s inner
circle of teachers that work with them first-hand.

E3.

SPED passports.

Personal and Academic Support Criterion

All students receive appropriate academic support and intervention to help ensure school,
college, and career success. Students with special talents and/or needs have access to a system of
personal support services, activities, and opportunities at the school. These are enhanced by
business, industry, and the community.
Indicators with Prompts
Adequate Personalized Support

The school has available adequate services, including referral services, to support
students in such areas as health, career, and personal counseling and academic assistance,
including an individualized learning plan.
Indicator:

Evaluate the availability and the adequacy of services, including referral services, to
support students in such areas as health, career, and personal counseling and academic
assistance, including an individualized learning plan.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Lawndale has numerous services that support the whole
child. Centinela Youth Services (CYS) provides family

CYS data, Richstone data,
Starview data, log entries, DIS
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mediation, peer mediation, and Victim Offenders Restitution counselor data.
Services (VORS) to provide students and their families with
additional assistance when needed. We also have an on site
therapist from Richstone that provides individual as well as
group counseling and can also provide outside referrals
when deemed necessary. Starview is another therapy service
that provides extended therapy to those who need additional
support. DIS counselors are also available to provide
extended service to students with an IEP on their caseload.
They meet regularly with students and look to ensure each
student has the tools necessary to be successful.
Intervention specialist meet with students to support them in
a number of ways and address areas where they have shown
Behavior contracts, attendance
deficiencies. Intervention specialist can put a student on a
contracts, CICO, log entries.
behavior contract, attendance contract (SART), Check In
Check Out (CICO) in order to support the student in area(s)
of need. Counselors are also brought in to provide academic
support for students.
Our health office is constantly aiding our students when they
are need for various ailments. From headaches, stomach
aches, injuries, and more - the health office is the first line of Nurse sign-in sheets.
support for our students. The daily numbers of student seen
may vary but the Health Office is able to service the needs
of all students who require the attention of the nurse. The
average turnaround time is ten to fifteen minutes, which is
needed to contact parents or to take care of first aid, before
returning them to class. Annual vision and hearing
screenings are also completed by the Health office.
AVID students have access to tutoring from college students
within their elective class during the week. These tutors,
along with the AVID teachers, provide services from subject
specific support in a tutorial setting to administer regular
academic intervention. UCLA also has SHAPE tutors on
campus at least twice a week after school in the Media
Center. The help these college students provide is open to all
students who need academic support. Teachers also provide
regular tutoring hours for their content areas. Tutoring hours
for different teachers can be before school, during lunch, or
after school. This provides a variety of opportunities and
time windows in which students can utilize to receive the
support they need.
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Our special education students receive their support services
through the student’s Individualized Educational Plan (IEP).
The student's plan is developed to ensure that each student
who has a disability identified under the law, is receiving
specialized instruction and/or related services. Each student
with an IEP has a case carrier who serves as an advocate and IEPs, case carrier data, 504
support system for student and their needs. On average,
documentations.
students with an IEP meet twice a year to monitor successes.
In addition, we annually review students that currently have
a 504 plan to make sure they are achieving their academic
success as well.
BCA has a dedicated staff member for Students on Support
(SOS) to assist students who have D or F grades or
attendance problems. Parent meetings are scheduled and
students are expected to reflect on their grades and seek
tutoring or to improve their attendance.

List of Students on Support
(SOS), meeting scheduled,
calls home.

Comment on the availability and adequacy of the academic
counseling, college preparation support, personal counseling, and health services provided for the
students involved in online instruction.
Additional Online Instruction Prompts:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Currently, we offer online instruction for 11th and 12th
graders who are credit deficient via our “E2020” (or,
“Edgenuity”) courses. Students are enrolled in the E2020
classes when their counselors have determined they need to
make up classes they’ve failed, or to retake classes they’ve
passed with a “D” in hopes for a higher grade that would
improve their GPA and make them A-G eligible. Counselors
meet with these students and come up with individualized
plans to help students meet their academic and collegiate
goals. Health services are available for all students who
attend Lawndale High School regardless of the courses they
are enrolled in.

Counseling data, E2020 data,
graduation data.

Direct Connections

The school demonstrates direct connections between academic standards, college- and
career-readiness standards, and schoolwide learner outcomes, and the allocation of resources to
student support services, such as counseling/advisory services, articulation services, and
Indicator:
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psychological and health services, or referral services.
Evaluate the ways that there are direct connections between academic standards,
college- and career-readiness standards, and schoolwide learner outcomes and the allocation of
resources to student support services, such as counseling/advisory services, articulation
services, and psychological and health services, or referral services.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Career exploration resources are available to students
through clearly defined avenues. Academies provide access
to industry partners and in depth insight to various career
paths. Guest speakers and field trips help to further this
understanding. Career center provides access to university
speakers and college recruiters who provide students with
the specific requirements for the institutions they represent
SAT/ACT test dates and fee waivers are also available
through the college and career center. Counselors also meet
with their students to ensure adequate graduation progress
and A-G requirement fulfillment. Our graduation
requirements put students very near A-G fulfillment and
with our 8 period bell schedule, reaching that level is very
feasible expectation for all students.

Counseling toward the meeting
of A-G Requirements, A-G
posters in all classrooms, 8
period bell schedule.

South Bay Promise Initiative is another resource available at
our site. Its mission is to increase local rates of college
participation through a systematic, focused, and
collaborative effort, while creating a seamless process for
academic, personal, and professional success of the youth in
our communities. The partnership includes our district, El
Camino College, the South Bay Workforce Investment
Board, our district and one other district. Eligible students
can receive free enrollment for the first year at local
community college (El Camino), free textbooks during first
year, participation in the First Year Experience (FYE)
program, academic counseling, educational planning,
priority registration, field trip opportunities, and assistance
transitioning from high school to college.

South Bay Promise
applications.

Lawndale has a partnership with community organization
Richstone Family Center. We have a school-based therapist
from Richstone on site to provide our students with a
number of support services. The therapist provides crisis
counseling and individual counseling to address depression,
anxiety, relationship issues, loss of a loved one,

Referrals, log entries,
Richstone data.
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academic/school stressors, etc. Group therapy services
provide grief and anger management, along with gender
specific groups that help them with pervasive issues. Upon
meeting with students they are able to provide them or their
family with additional resources or referrals when necessary.
Richstone has serviced 166 students this academic year.
Those services are in addition to the psychologist we have
available on site.

enrollment-perks-to-studentsfrom-centinela-and-inglewooddistricts
http://www.dailybreeze.com/so
cial-affairs/20140715/southbay-promise-gives-collegeenrollment-perks-to-studentsfrom-centinela-and-inglewooddistricts

Support and Intervention Strategies Used for Student Growth/Development

Strategies are used by the school leadership and staff to develop and implement
personalized approaches to learning and alternative instructional options which allow access to
and progress in the rigorous standards-based curriculum. Examples of strategies include: level of
teacher involvement with all students, a curriculum that promotes inclusion, processes for regular
review of student and schoolwide profiles, and processes and procedures for interventions that
address retention and redirection.
Indicator:

Evaluate the effectiveness of the types of strategies used by the school leadership and
staff to develop and implement personalized approaches to learning and alternative instructional
options which allow access to and progress in the rigorous standards-based curriculum.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Our AVID program, which begins in freshman
year and gives students multiple strategies for a
successful high school career and readiness for
college. Most of our teachers have attended locally
hosted professional development in AVID
strategies. Data shows that they are implemented
in most classes throughout the school. The AVID
program also takes field trips to colleges and
universities to expose them to the college
atmosphere.

AVID enrollment, field trip attendance,
AVID data, AVID A-G fulfillment, test
scores.

Link Krew is a viable resource for our incoming
freshmen. Link Krew supports incoming freshman
by placing them with a peer upperclassman in
order to partner with them to promote high school
success. Strategies for success are shared peer-topeer and students respond well to this support.
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Link Krew also puts on events for the freshman
and provide continued bridge from middle school
to high school for our incoming freshmen.

Co-Teaching allows for special education students
to be immersed in a class with regular education
students. Two teachers (one SpEd and regular Ed)
collaborate to provide effective instruction for all
students.

Student schedules, teacher schedules.

Additional Online Instruction Prompt: Provide

evidence that the processes and strategies are effective for
incoming students with regard to orientation or induction and the ongoing monitoring and support of
the students to ensure all have a full opportunity for academic success.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Students who are enrolled in E2020 courses are monitored
each class session by their teacher and have meetings with
their counselor to ensure adequate academic progress.
Courses are selected by counselor and student to keep
student on track for graduation and A-G eligible.

Student schedules.

Students who are reading below grade level and enrolled in Student schedules.
READ 180 and English 2 Intensive. They receive support
and use adaptive technology to address their specific reading
challenges. Scores can be compared over a period of time.

Support Services and Learning

The school leadership and staff ensure that the support services and related activities
have a direct relationship to student involvement in learning, e.g., within and outside the
classroom, for all students, including the EL, GATE, special education, and other programs.
Indicator:

Evaluate the extent to which the school leadership and staff ensure that the support
services and related activities have a direct relationship to student involvement in learning,
e.g., within and outside the classroom. Evaluate the processes that are used to identify underperforming or struggling students and the interventions to address these identified student
learning needs.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

With regard to underperforming students, students that are
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identified at each grade level as falling behind in credits as can graduation data.
have a variety of support services put in place for them. Student
can be assigned tutoring either with their teacher or other
teachers who offer tutoring in the subject they are struggling in.
Tutoring can also be provided by the UCLA SHAPE tutors
who are campus at least twice a week after school in our Media
Center. The student can also have an SST initiated with all
stakeholders involved (teachers, counselor, administrator,
student, parent) to develop a plan to support student in being
successful at Lawndale. Plan can have incentives that can be
provided by the school and/or at home. If the support needed is
behavior or attendance related student will be referred to an
Intervention Specialist to be placed on a behavior and/or
attendance contract.
Students who are reading below grade level and enrolled in
READ 180 and English 2 Intensive. They receive support and
use adaptive technology to address their specific reading
challenges. Scores can be compared over a period of time. At
risk students who received interventions the previous year are
assigned a Learning Center class. This for for general education
students who have been identified as needing additional
support in content areas. This support is embedded in the
regular schedule during the school day.
Evaluate the extent to which the support services and related
activities have a direct relationship to student involvement in learning with respect to equity of access,
availability of computers and internet.
Additional Online Instruction Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Students who take online courses have access to all of the
resources and support available to all students.

Equitable Support to Enable All Students Access to a Rigorous Curriculum
Indicator: Through

the use of equitable support all students have access to a challenging, relevant,
and coherent curriculum. Schools regularly examine the demographics and distribution of
students throughout the class offerings (e.g., master class schedule and class enrollments) and the
availability of additional support such as extra class time, tutoring, or types of alternative
schedules available for repeat or accelerated classes (e.g., summer, class periods beyond the
traditional school day).
After studying the accessibility of a challenging, relevant, and coherent curriculum and
from examining the demographics and distribution of students throughout the class offerings
Prompt:
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(e.g., master class schedule and class enrollments), evaluate the impact of the types of
alternative schedules available for repeat or accelerated classes (e.g., summer, class periods
beyond the traditional school day) on student achievement.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Lawndale High School has adopted an 8 period block
schedule in order to allow for more opportunities to take
additional elective courses for enrichment and course
retakes so students stay on track for graduation. Students are
now able to take up to 40 credits per semester instead of the
traditional 30 credits. It also allows General Education
Learning Centers which give identified students additional
academic support during the school day. Students also have
the option to take courses at the local community college to
suit their needs for various academic endeavors. Summer
school is offered for select courses identified as high need
and students are allowed to sign-up for up to 2 courses.
Eligible students are also to take classes concurrently at the
local community college (El Camino College) free of
charge. At Lawndale, we continue to foster a college-bound
environment with our students in AVID as well as those
taking AP classes and the SAT and/or ACT. Our availability
of AP and honors courses allows students to attempt
rigorous courses and challenge themselves while meeting
university requirements.

Bell schedule, student
schedules.

Co-Curricular Activities

School leadership and staff link curricular and co-curricular activities to the academic
standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide learner outcomes
along with an effective process for regularly evaluating the level of student involvement in
curricular/co-curricular activities and student use of support services.
Indicator:

Evaluate the extent of the availability and link of curricular and co-curricular activities
for all students to the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the
schoolwide learner outcomes. How effective are these efforts?
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Currently, Lawndale High has over 30 extracurricular clubs
on campus. Many clubs were created with interest-based
themes, such as Skate Club, Theater and Film Club, Anime
and Manga Club, Travel Club and others similar to that.
Other clubs were started to honor and explore various
cultural issues, such as Black Student Union, MeCha,
Filipino Club, and Vietnamese Club. These clubs work for
the promotion and maintenance of cultural awareness and

Club lists, minutes.
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appreciation at Lawndale High School. Lawndale High
School has a Friendship Club that meets weekly in the
gymnasium at lunch. Friendship Club’s goal is to to provide
friendly and supportive “buddies” for students with special
needs. Gay Straight Alliance club is another organization
that seeks to provide students who are a part of the
LGBTQIA community with a safe space where they can
learn about becoming an ally, learn more about themselves,
their sexualities, as well as gain confidence and support
from members and staff.
The band has many performances throughout the school
year which include football games, basketball games, school
assemblies, rallies and other events. Under the leadership of
the band director, the band has become a staple at school
events. They provide an environment of fun and excitement
at all of the events they service. Students in yearbook, are
also present at all school events to capture timeless
moments. Their involvement in yearbook provides a sense
of commitment, in attending all these events, and
responsibility in taking care of expensive camera equipment
that is checked out to them.

Student schedules, performance
schedules, yearbook.

Drama students study and perform plays frequently.
Students research the historical period of a play for context.
They also conduct research about costume design and for set
pieces. Students are then asked to apply lessons learned in
class to real world applications during the rehearsal process,
which leads up to a public performance. This year they are
also creating a movie for public consumption and
enjoyment.

Evaluate the school’s processes to address the needs of
socialization for the students and involvement in the school. Provide evidence about the effectiveness
of the students’ involvement in school and community activities, such as clubs, yearbook, newsletter,
newspaper, field trips, volunteer work, service projects, college courses, etc.
Additional Online Instruction Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

All of the aforementioned resources and opportunities are
available to all Lawndale students.
260

Lawndale High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

ACS WASC Category E. School Culture and Support for Student Personal
and Academic Growth:
Summary, Strengths, and Growth Needs
Review all the findings and supporting evidence and summarize the degree to which the criteria in Category
E are being met. Include comments about the degree to which these criteria impact the school’s ability to
address one or more of the identified critical learner needs.
Summary:

Lawndale High School is dedicated to involving family, business, industry, and community
resources in the learning process of our students. We now have a full-time Community Liaison
on site whose outreach to parents has been critical in getting families more involved in the
opportunities we have available for them such as PIQE, Family Nights in some departments,
Academy Family Nights, and other events that are parent and community centered. In addition to
that we have a Title I & Parent Involvement Specialist at the district office who works
extensively with our site to enhance parent involvement and participation.
Lawndale has also worked hard to build relationships with the community to meet the needs of
all our students. Community resources available on campus are varied and abundant, from guest
speakers who bring their real-world industry expertise, to our partnerships with Centinela Youth
Services and Richstone which support our students emotional and mental health. Our academies,
through their structure, are great in providing in depth look into what college and careers look
like after high school. Access to college and career fairs (on campus, at sister schools, and off
school grounds) also add to students’ preparedness and parent awareness.
Lawndale is a place where respect, ownership, commitment, kindness, and safety (ROCKS) are
expected norms for all students and staff to display on campus as part of school culture. Signage
is posted throughout classrooms and on campus to remind them of these expectations. Incentives
via Cardinal Cash are awarded to students who exhibit these traits. Quarterly success assemblies,
academy celebrations, club celebrations, sports banquets, etc. highlight students who have done
an exceptional job fulfilling these expectations and encourages others to do the same. Students
receive certificates and awards for their efforts.
Our school believes student involvement is key in creating positive school culture so we provide
ample opportunities for our students to affect change. Our ASB is very strong and filled with a
diverse segment of students who advocate for the needs and desires of the entire student body.
Peer Mediation and Link Krew are two other student-centered programs that allow students to
have a significant positive impact on school culture. In addition, we have a large and evergrowing list of clubs on campus that highlight and reflect the interests of our students.
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Lawndale is dedicated to providing students with adequate access to the technology and
resources they need to be successful. This is seen through our Media Center’s extensive hours of
operation during the week, which provide students with a place to study and regular computer
and internet access. SHAPE tutors from UCLA are also available in the Media Center twice a
week to provide personal or group tutoring for students in need. That tutoring is in addition to the
ample tutoring opportunities provided by teachers before school, at lunch, and after school.
Prioritize the strengths and areas of growth for Category E.
Category E: School Culture and Support for Student Personal and Academic Growth: Areas of Strength

● Lawndale has made numerous community partnerships that help foster a positive school
culture.
● Lawndale provides a variety of outlets (clubs, programs, etc.) for students to get involved
and impact school culture.
● Restorative practices and community building are an emerging and effective part of our
school culture.
● Access to computers and the internet for extensive hours throughout the week via the
Media Center.
● Access to personal or group tutoring via SHAPE tutoring (UCLA) and teaching staff.
● Academies are strong and their relationships with industry professionals provides
students with invaluable information and insight that enhance college and career
readiness.
● Diverse faculty (certificated and classified) provide diverse perspectives and ideas to
address the needs of the student body.
● Growing competitive MESA program in conjunction with UCLA
● Academies (AMA, ASLA, BCA and MSA) have Advisory Board meetings twice a year
involving parents, community members, industry partners, students, teachers and
administrators.
Category E: School Culture and Support for Student Personal and Academic Growth: Areas of Growth

● Parent center, which will be available next school year, will allow parent involvement to
see continued growth.
● Developing a parent advisory committee with Community Liaison to collect parent
feedback and offer parent education classes
● Increased awareness and training for restorative practices and community building for
students, staff, and parents.
● Increase staff buy-in and use of Cardinal Cash for ROCKS behaviors displayed by
students.
● Increase student awareness and buy-in for Cardinal Cash incentives.
● Promoting student spending of Cardinal Cash for rewards/prizes
● Create new opportunities to engage parents, accommodate to parent schedules to increase
involvement, and collect feedback and share decision-making opportunities.
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Prioritized Areas of Growth Needs from Categories A through E
● Increased awareness and training for restorative practices and community building for
students, staff, and parents.
● Continue work in course teams to align site specific CFA’s, district CSA’s, and lab
assessments with CCSS/NGSS in all subject areas.
● Genuine, non-evaluative observation of colleagues for the purpose of integrating
effective instructional strategies through learning walks.
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Chapter V
Schoolwide Action Plan
School Goal #1
Student Achievement: Increase student performance on all academic indicators.
Subject: Student Achievement
LEA/LCAP Plan goal Alignment:
1.1 Students shall have equitable access to standards based course materials for all
students aligned to Common Core State Standards (ELA & math), ELD Framework, and NGSS.
(LCAP Goal #1, SSC Goal #2, WASC Goal #1)
1.2 Increase strategic placement of student enrollment in English/Language Arts, reading,
and math intervention classes for all students including EL’s. (LCAP Goal #1, SSC Goal #2,
WASC Goal #4)
1.3 Identify and implement schoolwide instructional practices to increase academic
achievement focused on literacy across all content areas and incorporating AVID instructional
practices.. (LCAP Goal #1, SSC Goal #8, WASC Goal #2 )
1.4 Increase rate of standards met for 11th grade SBAC by 5% in Math and 5% in ELA
for 2015/2016 school year. (LCAP Goal #1, SSC Goal #4, WASC Goal #2)
1.5 Increase number of students participating and passing AP Exams administered by the
College Board. (LCAP Goal #1, SSC Goal #7, WASC Goal #2)
1.6 Increase a-g completion and college readiness indicators. (LCAP Goal #1, SSC Goal
#8, WASC Goal #4)
1.7 Development and training for teachers, counselors, administration in intervention
strategies and methods for students scoring below standard in ELA and math on SBAC interim
and comprehensive exams. (LCAP Goal #2, SSC Goal #1, WASC Goal #1)
1.8 Grading practices specifically focused on giving effective feedback to students on
their performance. (LCAP Goal #3, SSC Goal #1, WASC Goal #4)
Expected Schoolwide Learning Outcomes (per CV Graduate Profile):
● College & Career Ready Individuals
● Socially Aware & Responsive Community Members
● Independent & Collaborative Critical Thinkers & Problem Solvers
How the School will Evaluate the Progress of this Goal:
Evaluate 9th and 10th grade students on their performance on the interim SBAC tests and
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Evaluate 11th grade SBAC data
Analyze common assessments data
Grades in ELA/Math
Look at student performance on CFA and CSA tests
Evaluate 2015 and 2016 AP Scores
Evaluate EAP scores
Analyze a-g completion data

Monitor Progress Tools

Report Progress

Classroom
Observations/Walkthroughs
Focus Walks
Professional Learning
Opportunities
Weekly Department Collaborations

Progress of this goal and action plan will be shared with
parents and students at semester ELAC and Title 1
meetings, and at monthly SSC meetings. Departments
will also discuss issues related to this goal during
collaboration. Leadership team will revisit topics during
weekly admin meetings and monthly Leadership Team
meetings.

Task

Responsible
Persons
Involved

Resources and
Professional
Development

1.4 Increase rate of
standards met for
11th grade SBAC by
5% in Math and 5% in
ELA for 2015/2016
school year. (LCAP
Goal #1, SSC Goal #4,
WASC Goal #2)
1.5 Increase number
of students
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Means to Assess
Improvement

Timeline

Reporting
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participating and
passing AP Exams
administered by the
College Board. (LCAP
Goal #1, SSC Goal #7,
WASC Goal #2)
1.6 Increase a-g
completion and
college readiness
indicators. (LCAP Goal
#1, SSC Goal #8, WASC
Goal #4)
2015-16
●

●

●

●

●

●

After school
tutoring
including UCLA
SHAPE tutors
Provide
personnel for
intervention
programs,
Intervention
Teacher Salary:
Read-180, ELA
Success, ALEKS,
SAI, EL etc
(includes
benefits)
Provide supplies
for Intervention
Courses - Read
180
Consumables
Math Essentials
Scientific
Calculators
Provide targeted
test prep for atrisk students
taking annual AP
Courses/Exams.
AVID Tutors to
work in AVID
intervention
classes providing

Shmoop Online
Training for SAT,
ACT, and AP Prep

Administration,
Instructional
Coaches,
department
chairpersons,
teachers,
Activities
Director, ASB
Director, and
academy
coordinators

SBAC English and
math Interim
assessments.
PD for English and
math teachers to
score SBAC
interim
assessments and
share results with
students.
Scholastic Read
180 Curriculum

Administration,
department
chairpersons,
teachers, and
academy leaders
will monitor
student progress
and growth in ELA
and mathematics
on CSAs (and SBAC
for 11th graders).
Review attendance
and mark reporting
periodically to
monitor progress in
intervention
programs.
Administration,
department
chairpersons,
teachers, and
academy leaders
will monitor
student progress
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September May 20152016

Disaggregated
results of
schoolwide
SBAC data
shared with all
relevant
stakeholders

Data Analysis
and
Collaboration
in English and
Math
Departments
to identify
areas of
strengths and
weaknesses for
future
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●
●
●

●

●

one-on-one
assistance and
tutoring to
students
AVID Field Trips
to colleges
AVID Tutorial
Supplies
Provide
opportunities for
students to
attend
college/career
explorations
(inclu. buses and
subs)
SAT Prep
training for
teachers to
deliver SAT
curriculum
Purchase two
Chromebook
carts (40 laptops
in each) to
provide student
support in A-G
completion and
College
Readiness.
Students explore
tutoring
websites,
complete College
applications and
collaborate in
Google
Classroom.

and growth in ELA
and mathematics
on CSAs (and SBAC
for 11th graders).
Review attendance
and mark reporting
periodically to
monitor progress in
intervention
programs.
AVID Coordinator
will monitor
student progress
on CFAs, mark
report card grades.
This report will be
presented to the
SSC.
Report of the
numbers of trips,
who attended, and
who didn’t; report
of annual postsecondary
matriculation.

2016-17
●

●

Expand after
school tutoring
options including
UCLA SHAPE
tutors
Provide
personnel for
intervention
programs,

Shmoop Online
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Administration,
department
chairpersons,
teachers, and
academy leaders
will monitor
student progress
and growth in ELA
and mathematics
on CSAs (and SBAC
for 11th graders).
Review attendance

improvement
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●

●

●

●

●
●
●

●

Intervention
Teacher Salary:
Read-180, ELA
Success, ALEKS,
SAI, EL etc
(includes
benefits)
Provide supplies
for Intervention
Courses - Read
180
Consumables
Math Essentials
Scientific
Calculator
replacements
and other
supplies
Provide targeted
test prep for atrisk students
taking annual AP
Courses/Exams.
Increase AVID
Tutors to work in
AVID
intervention
classes providing
one-on-one
assistance and
tutoring to
students
Increase AVID
Field Trips to
colleges
Maintain AVID
Tutorial Supplies
Increase
opportunities for
students to
attend
college/career
explorations
(inclu. buses and
subs)
Expand SAT
Prep training for
teachers to
deliver SAT
curriculum

Training for SAT,
ACT, and AP Prep
SBAC English and
math Interim
assessments.

Administration,
Instructional
Coaches,
department
chairpersons,
teachers,
Activities
Director, ASB
Director, and
academy
coordinators

PD for English and
math teachers to
score SBAC
interim
assessments and
share results with
students.
Scholastic Read
180 Curriculum

and mark reporting
periodically to
monitor progress in
intervention
programs.
Administration,
department
chairpersons,
teachers, and
academy leaders
will monitor
student progress
and growth in ELA
and mathematics
on CSAs (and SBAC
for 11th graders).
Review attendance
and mark reporting
periodically to
monitor progress in
intervention
programs.
AVID Coordinator
will monitor
student progress
on CFAs, mark
report card grades.
This report will be
presented to the
SSC.
Report of the
numbers of trips,
who attended, and
who didn’t; report
of annual postsecondary
matriculation.
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September May 20162017

Disaggregated
results of
schoolwide
SBAC data
shared with all
relevant
stakeholders

Data Analysis
and
Collaboration
in English and
Math
Departments
to identify
areas of
strengths and
weaknesses for
future
improvement
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●

Purchase two
Chromebook
carts (40 laptops
in each) to
provide student
support in A-G
completion and
College
Readiness.
Students explore
tutoring
websites,
complete College
applications and
collaborate in
Google
Classroom.

Administration,
department
chairpersons,
teachers, and
academy leaders
will monitor
student progress
and growth in ELA
and mathematics
on CSAs (and SBAC
for 11th graders).
Review attendance
and mark reporting
periodically to
monitor progress in
intervention
programs.

2017-18
●

●

●

●
●

●

Expand after
school tutoring
including UCLA
SHAPE tutors
Provide
personnel for
intervention
programs,
Intervention
Teacher Salary:
Read-180, ELA
Success, ALEKS,
SAI, EL etc
(includes
benefits)
Provide supplies
for Intervention
Courses - Read
180
Consumables
Math Essentials
supplies
Provide targeted
test prep for atrisk students
taking annual AP
Courses/Exams.
Increase AVID
Tutors to work in
AVID
intervention

Shmoop
Online Training
for SAT, ACT, and
AP Prep
SBAC English and
math Interim
assessments.
PD for English and
math teachers to
score SBAC
interim
assessments and
share results with
students.
Scholastic Read
180 Curriculum
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Administration,
department
chairpersons,
teachers, and
academy leaders
will monitor
student progress
and growth in ELA
and mathematics
on CSAs (and SBAC
for 11th graders).
Review attendance
and mark reporting
periodically to
monitor progress in
intervention
programs.
AVID Coordinator
will monitor
student progress
on CFAs, mark
report card grades.
This report will be
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●

●
●

●

classes providing
one-on-one
assistance and
tutoring to
students
Increase AVID
Field Trips to
colleges
Maintain AVID
Tutorial Supplies
Increase
opportunities for
students to
attend
college/career
explorations
(inclu. buses and
subs)
Increase SAT
Prep courses for
students

presented to the
SSC.

Administration,
Instructional
Coaches,
department
chairpersons,
teachers,
Activities
Director, ASB
Director, and
academy
coordinators

Report of the
numbers of trips,
who attended, and
who didn’t; report
of annual postsecondary
matriculation

September May 20172018

Disagg
regated results
of schoolwide
SBAC data
shared with all
relevant
stakeholders

Data Analysis
and
Collaboration
in English and
Math
Departments
to identify
areas of
strengths and
weaknesses for
future
improvement

1.3 Identify and
implement
schoolwide
instructional practices
to increase academic
achievement focused
on literacy across all
content areas and
incorporating AVID
instructional
practices.. (LCAP Goal
#1, SSC Goal #8, WASC
Goal #2 )
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1.7 Development and
training for teachers,
counselors,
administration in
intervention
strategies and
methods for students
scoring below
standard in ELA and
math on SBAC interim
and comprehensive
exams. (LCAP Goal #2,
SSC Goal #1, WASC
Goal #1)
1.8 Grading practices
specifically focused on
giving effective
feedback to students
on their performance.
(LCAP Goal #3, SSC
Goal #1, WASC Goal
#4)
2015-16
●

●

●

Site
supplemental
professional
development,
sound
schoolwide
instructional
strategies and
grading
practices,
Common Core,
and student data
analysis
Provide rewards
and incentives
for students to
improvement in
proficiency
levels.
Professional
development

EL Framework
professional
development

August June
2015-16

Illuminate

Administration,
Instructional
Coaches,
department
chairpersons,
teachers,
Activities
Director, ASB
Director, and
academy
coordinators

CSU Expository
Reading and
Writing Course
(ERWC)
curriculum
AVID Critical
Reading Training
AVID CCSS
Training
GATE Certification
Institute
Professional
Development for
math teachers at
UCLA Curtis

272

Summary of PD
and Sign-In Sheets
Maintain record of
student progress
and
rewards/incentives
given to students
making proficiency.
District Ed Services
and site
administration

CSAs and CFAs

Common Core
implementatio
n pacing plans

Results of
SBAC testing

Lawndale High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

●

and training for
teachers to use
Illuminate, an
online, web
based
warehouse
system to store,
analyze, and
report student
test data.
Explore bell
schedule
options.

Center
Professional
Development for
math teachers at
CSUDH
Strengthening
Mathematical
Instruction (SMI)
UCLA Project X for
Social Studies
PLC led
collaborations

EL Framework
professional
development

2016-17
●

●

●

●

Site
supplemental
professional
development,
sound
schoolwide
instructional
strategies and
grading
practices,
Common Core,
and student data
analysis
Provide rewards
and incentives
for students to
improvement in
proficiency
levels.
Professional
development
and training for
teachers to use
Illuminate, an
online, web
based
warehouse
system to store,
analyze, and
report student
test data.
Explore bell

monitor teacher
training and use of
Illuminate.

Illuminate
CSU Expository
Reading and
Writing Course
(ERWC)
curriculum
AVID Critical
Reading Training
AVID CCSS
Training
GATE Certification
Institute
Administration,
Instructional
Coaches,
department
chairpersons,
teachers,
Activities
Director, ASB
Director, and
academy
coordinators

Professional
Development for
math teachers at
UCLA Curtis
Center
Professional
Development for
math teachers at
CSUDH
Strengthening
Mathematical
Instruction (SMI)
UCLA Project X for
Social Studies
PLC led
collaborations
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Summary of PD
and Sign-In Sheets
Maintain record of
student progress
and
rewards/incentives
given to students
making proficiency.
District Ed Services
and site
administration
monitor teacher
training and use of
Illuminate.

August June
2016-17
CSAs and CFAs

Common Core
implementatio
n pacing plans
Results of
SBAC testing
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schedule
options.
EL Framework
professional
development
Illuminate

2017-18
●

●

●

●

Site
supplemental
professional
development,
sound
schoolwide
instructional
strategies and
grading
practices,
Common Core,
and student data
analysis
Provide rewards
and incentives
for students to
improvement in
proficiency
levels.
Professional
development
and training for
teachers to use
Illuminate, an
online, web
based
warehouse
system to store,
analyze, and
report student
test data.
Explore bell
schedule
options.

CSU Expository
Reading and
Writing Course
(ERWC)
curriculum
AVID Critical
Reading Training
AVID CCSS
Training
GATE Certification
Institute
Professional
Development for
math teachers at
UCLA Curtis
Center
Administration,
Instructional
Coaches,
department
chairpersons,
teachers,
Activities
Director, ASB
Director, and
academy
coordinators

Summary of PD
and Sign-In Sheets
Maintain record of
student progress
and
rewards/incentives
given to students
making proficiency.
District Ed Services
and site
administration
monitor teacher
training and use of
Illuminate.

August June
2017-18
CSAs and CFAs

Common Core
implementatio
n pacing plans

Results of
SBAC testing

Professional
Development for
math teachers at
CSUDH
Strengthening
Mathematical
Instruction (SMI)
UCLA Project X for
Social Studies
PLC led
collaborations

School Goal #2
School Climate & Culture: Build a positive school culture of trust and collaboration to
improve student achievement.
274

Lawndale High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

Subject: School Climate & Culture
LEA/LCAP Plan goal Alignment:
2.1 Increase the sense of safety and school connectedness among students, parents, and
staff. (LCAP Goal #2, SSC Goal #6, WASC Goal #3)
2.2 Educate Lawndale parents on how to foster a positive educational environment for
their children both at home and at school. (LCAP Goal #2, SSC Goal #6, WASC Goal #3, #5)
2.3 Implement an anti-bullying campaign for all students. (LCAP Goal #2, SSC Goal #6,
WASC Goal #3)
2.4 Frequently inform students and parents of college and postsecondary career
opportunities. (LCAP Goal #1, SSC Goal #3, WASC Goal #3)
2.5 Increase frequency and varied types of communication to parents regarding school
information. (LCAP Goal #2, SSC Goal #3, WASC Goal #3)
2.6 Increase the depth of and frequency by which parents are informed of student
academic progress and need for intervention. (LCAP Goal #2, SSC Goal #3, WASC Goal #3)
2.7 Improve school connectedness through group and schoolwide events that promote
appreciation for diversity, tolerance and acceptance, and peaceful conflict resolution. (LCAP
Goal #2, SSC Goal #6, WASC Goal #5)
Expected Schoolwide Learning Outcomes (per CV Graduate Profile):
Socially Aware & Responsive Community Members
Effective Communicators
Ethical Leaders
How the School will Evaluate the Progress of this Goal:
Survey HKCS - students, parents, and staff
Speak Up Survey - students, parents, and staff
Needs assessment
Sign in sheets from parent meetings
Parent Center Sign in sheets
PIQE participation
Suspension report
Expulsion report

Monitor Progress Tools

Report Progress
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●
●
●
●
●
●

Healthy Kids Survey
Speak Up Survey
Annual Suspension rate
Annual referral rate
Saturday School Attendance
Professional Development on
community building
● Collaboration with site and
district safety team

Progress of this goal and action plan will be shared
with parents and students at semester ELAC, Title 1
and monthly SSC meetings. Parents will also be
invited to attend Back on Track Night to discuss
intervention strategies to help struggling students.
Intervention will also include PBIS (Positive
Behavioral Intervention and Support) and use of
PowerSchool Parent Portal.

Task

Responsible
Persons
Involved

Resources and
Professional
Development

2.1 Increase the sense
of safety and school
connectedness among
students, parents, and
staff. (LCAP Goal #2,
SSC Goal #6, WASC
Goal #3)
2.2 Educate Lawndale
parents on how to
foster a positive
educational
environment for their
children both at home
and at school. (LCAP
Goal #2, SSC Goal #6,
WASC Goal #3, #5)
2.3 Implement an antibullying campaign for
all students. (LCAP
Goal #2, SSC Goal #6,
WASC Goal #3)
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Means to Assess
Improvement

Timeline

Reporting
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2015-16
●

●

●
●

●

●
●
●

●

●

California Healthy
Kids Survey
(students)
Morning
supervisors or
tutoring for
students with no
1st/2nd
Education walks
for parents
Health Care
Integrated
Systems Clinic offer parent
classes (maybe
Zumba)
Parent supplies:
newsletters,
binders, copies,
records and sign in
sheets, postage
and envelopes
Parent Education
and Leadership
training
Teen Truth AntiBullying
Development and
implementation
drug and alcohol
prevention &
healthy choices
programs.
Develop 9th grade
advisory/seminar
to include antidrug/gangs
curriculum.
School posters
outlining
discipline and
consequences for
various
actions/behaviors

Administration,
Instructional
Coaches,
department
chairpersons,
teachers,
Activities
Director, ASB
Director, and
academy
coordinators

PBIS Budget
Remind 101
PBIS
Implementation
lesson prep

Student retention
data
Implementation
Day evaluations
Number of
students, staff,
and parents
signed upon
Remind 101

California Healthy
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August June
2015-16

Analysis and
discuss survey
results
9th grade
achievement and
discipline data

2016-17
●

Monthly discipline
data review in
PBIS meetings

Monthly
reporting of
ROCKS
progress to
staff and
parents
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●

●
●

●

●
●
●

●

●

Kids Survey
(students)
Morning
supervisors or
tutoring for
students with no
1st/2nd
Education walks
for parents
Health Care
Integrated
Systems Clinic offer parent
classes (maybe
Zumba)
Parent supplies:
newsletters,
binders, copies,
records and sign in
sheets, postage
and envelopes
Parent Education
and Leadership
training
Teen Truth AntiBullying
Development and
implementation
drug and alcohol
prevention &
healthy choices
programs.
Develop 9th grade
advisory/seminar
to include antidrug/gangs
curriculum.
School posters
outlining
discipline and
consequences for
various
actions/behaviors

Administration,
Instructional
Coaches,
department
chairpersons,
teachers,
Activities
Director, ASB
Director, and
academy
coordinators

PBIS Budget
Remind 101
PBIS
Implementation
lesson prep

●

data review in
PBIS meetings
Analysis and
discuss survey
results
9th grade
achievement and
discipline data
Student retention
data
Implementation
Day evaluations
Number of
students, staff,
and parents
signed upon
Remind 101

2017-18
●

August June
Monthly discipline 2016-17

California Healthy
Kids Survey
(students)
Morning
supervisors or
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Monthly
reporting of
ROCKS
progress to
staff and
parents
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●
●

●

●
●
●

●

●

tutoring for
students with no
1st/2nd
Education walks
for parents
Health Care
Integrated
Systems Clinic offer parent
classes (maybe
Zumba)
Parent supplies:
newsletters,
binders, copies,
records and sign in
sheets, postage
and envelopes
Parent Education
and Leadership
training
Teen Truth AntiBullying
Development and
implementation
drug and alcohol
prevention &
healthy choices
programs.
Develop 9th grade
advisory/seminar
to include antidrug/gangs
curriculum.
School posters
outlining
discipline and
consequences for
various
actions/behaviors

Administration,
Instructional
Coaches,
department
chairpersons,
teachers,
Activities
Director, ASB
Director, and
academy
coordinators

PBIS Budget

August June
2017-18

Remind 101
PBIS
Implementation
lesson prep
Monthly discipline
data review in
PBIS meetings
Analysis and
discuss survey
results
9th grade
achievement and
discipline data
Student retention
data
Implementation
Day evaluations
Number of
students, staff,
and parents
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Monthly
reporting of
ROCKS
progress to
staff and
parents
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signed upon
Remind 101

2.4 Frequently inform
students and parents
of college and
postsecondary career
opportunities. (LCAP
Goal #1, SSC Goal #3,
WASC Goal #3)
2.5 Increase frequency
and varied types of
communication to
parents regarding
school information.
(LCAP Goal #2, SSC
Goal #3, WASC Goal
#3)
2.6 Increase the depth
of and frequency by
which parents are
informed of student
academic progress and
need for intervention.
(LCAP Goal #2, SSC
Goal #3, WASC Goal
#3)
2015-16
●

●

Title I and Parent
Involvement
Specialist
Parent workshops
(transcripts,
graduation
requirements,
FAFSA), PTSA,
athletics'
boosters, parent

LWHS Website
Remind 101
Link Krew
AVID
Coordinator &
Leadership
Team

Research based
Instructional
Strategies and
Announcements
Blackboard Connect

280

Number of
parents receiving
Blackboard
Messages
Number of
parents receiving
Remind 101 text
messages

August June
20152016

Lawndale High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

●
●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

nights, Title I
Facilitator, parent
web-site, snacks
for parent
attendance.
Teen Parent
Coordinator
Grade level Back
On Track Parent
intervention
meetings
MSA, AMA, BCA,
ALS, AVID
Academy Parent
nights
AP Parent Night
Cardinal Parent
Welcome Center
& Community
Liaison
Open
House/Parents’
Night Out
Blackboard
Connect, Parent
portal on website,
Email, and
marquee. Mail
home monthly
parent
newsletters.
Parent
Ambassadors for
each Academy
and Avid
Email Marketing Constant Contact
for Parents

2016-17
●

●

Title I and Parent
Involvement
Specialist
Parent workshops
(transcripts,
graduation
requirements,
FAFSA), PTSA,
athletics'

Phone system
Intervention
Specialists

Staff Emails

Number of
parents
participating in
Coffee with the
Principal sessions

Number of
parents
attending
and
participatin
g on
campus
activities
shared with
all relevant
stakeholder
s

District Title 1
Parent
Involvement
Specialist

Site
Administration
District & Site
Administration
Parents
Students
Teachers
Academy
Coordinators

LWHS Website
Remind 101
Research based
Instructional
Strategies and
Announcements
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Number of
parents receiving
Blackboard
Messages
Number of
parents receiving
Remind 101 text

August June
2016-
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●
●

●

●
●

●

●
●

●

●

boosters, parent
nights, Title I
Facilitator, parent
web-site, snacks
for parent
attendance.
Teen Parent
Coordinator
Grade level Back
On Track Parent
intervention
meetings
MSA, AMA, BCA,
ALS, AVID
Academy Parent
nights
AP Parent Night
Cardinal Parent
Welcome Center
& Community
Liaison
Open
House/Parents’
Night Out
Blackboard
Connect, Parent
portal on website,
Email, and
marquee. Mail
home monthly
parent
newsletters.
Parent
Ambassadors for
each Academy
and Avid
Email Marketing Constant Contact
for Parents

Blackboard Connect
Phone system

Link Krew

Staff Emails

AVID
Coordinator &
Leadership
Team

messages
Number of
parents
participating in
Coffee with the
Principal sessions

Number of
parents
attending
and
participatin
g on
campus
activities
shared with
all relevant
stakeholder
s

Intervention
Specialists

District Title 1
Parent
Involvement
Specialist

Site
Administration
District & Site
Administration
Parents
Students
Teachers
Academy
Coordinators

2017-18
●

●

Title I and Parent
Involvement
Specialist
Parent workshops
(transcripts,
graduation
requirements,
FAFSA), PTSA,

2017

LWHS Website
Remind 101
Research based
Instructional
Strategies and
Announcements

282

Number of
parents receiving
Blackboard
Messages
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●
●

●

●
●

●
●

●

●

●

athletics'
boosters, parent
nights, Title I
Facilitator, parent
web-site, snacks
for parent
attendance.
Teen Parent
Coordinator
Grade level Back
On Track Parent
intervention
meetings
MSA, AMA, BCA,
ALS, AVID
Academy Parent
nights
AP Parent Night
Cardinal Parent
Welcome Center
& Community
Liaison
Open
House/Parents’
Night Out
Blackboard
Connect, Parent
portal on website,
Email, and
marquee. Mail
home monthly
parent
newsletters.
Parent
Ambassadors for
each Academy
and Avid
Email Marketing Constant Contact
for Parents

Blackboard Connect
Phone system
Staff Emails

Number of
parents receiving
Remind 101 text
messages
Number of
parents
participating in
Coffee with the
Principal sessions

August June
20172018

Link Krew
AVID
Coordinator &
Leadership
Team

Intervention
Specialists
Number of
parents
attending
and
participatin
g on
campus
activities
shared with
all relevant
stakeholder
s

District Title 1
Parent
Involvement
Specialist

Site
Administration
District & Site
Administration
Parents
Students
Teachers
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Academy
Coordinators

School Goal #3
Student Engagement & Support: Provide academic and personal support to all students to
increase student, parent, and staff connection to the school.
Subject: Student Engagement & Support
LEA/LCAP Plan goal Alignment::
3.1 Development and training for teachers, counselors, administration for differentiation
and intervention strategies and methods for all students subgroups including EL’s, SPED,
Black/African-American, Foster Youth, and Low Income who score below standard on SBAC in
English and math. (LCAP Goal #1, SSC Goal #1, WASC Goal #2)
3.2 Increase teacher collaboration to 90% participation by implementing Professional
Learning Communities, conducting Focus Walks, and sharing “best practices” lessons, rubrics,
common assessments, and differentiation strategies. (LCAP Goal #2, SSC Goal #1, WASC Goal
#1)
3.3 Provide more industry-relevant college and career readiness skills into more content
courses. (LCAP Goal #3, SSC Goal #7, WASC Goal #4)
3.4 Maintain and improve small learning communities/academies in which students
explore the wide variety of career options through hands-on, problem-based, project-based,
critical thinking, and rigorous real-world application (AMA, BCA, MSA, ASLA, AVID, 9th
grade house). (LCAP Goal #3, SSC Goal #7, WASC Goal #4)
3.5 Increase the attendance rate by 2% for the 2015/16 school year. (LCAP Goal #2, SSC
284
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Goal #5, WASC Goal #4)
3.6 Increase the graduation rate by 2% for the 2015/16 school year. (LCAP Goal #2, SSC
Goal #5, WASC Goal #4)
Expected Schoolwide Learning Outcomes (per CV Graduate Profile):
● College & Career Ready Individuals
● Socially Aware & Responsive Community Members
● Ethical Leaders
How the School will Evaluate the Progress of this Goal:
Monthly attendance rate reports (goal charts around campus)
Monthly chronic absentee rates share with stakeholders
Graduation rate in all subgroups and students who fulfill the a-g requirements
Collaboration and looking at observation data
Workshop sign ins
Attendance report
Drop out Data

Monitor Progress Tools
● Weekly and
Monthly Attendance
reports
● Graduation rate
● ADA rate
● Chronic
Absenteeism rate
● College acceptance
rate
● Students meeting AG requirements

Task

Report Progress
Progress of this goal and action plan will be shared with parents
and students at semester ELAC and Title 1 meetings. Students
will meet with counselors to discuss graduation. Parents will be
invited to Back on Track Night meetings to discuss intervention
strategies to help struggling students with one or more failing
grades. Parents will be contacted through Blackboard Connect and
school letters with information posted on school website.

Responsible
Persons Involved

Resources and
Professional
285

Means to Assess
Improvement

Timeline

Reporting
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Development
3.1 Development
and training for
teachers,
counselors,
administration for
differentiation
and intervention
strategies and
methods for all
students
subgroups
including EL’s,
SPED,
Black/AfricanAmerican, Foster
Youth, and Low
Income who score
below standard on
SBAC in English
and math. (LCAP
Goal #1, SSC Goal
#1, WASC Goal #2)
3.2 Increase
teacher
collaboration to
90% participation
by implementing
Professional
Learning
Communities,
conducting Focus
Walks, and
sharing “best
practices” lessons,
rubrics, common
assessments, and
differentiation
Human Resources
strategies. (LCAP
Goal #2, SSC Goal
#1, WASC Goal #1) District and Site

Focus Walks
Schedule in Math
and English
Departments
BTSA Meetings and
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CBEDS
School
Accountability
Report Card
(SARC)

August June
2015-2016
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Administration

2015-16
●

●
●

●

Train
teachers on
AVID
strategies
AP classes
support/mate
rials
All 1st and
2nd year
teachers will
attend BTSA
induction
workshops.
Additional
classroom
technology
and
equipment
for student
intervention
s that
support
increased
proficiency.

BTSA Support
Providers
Educational
Services

●

●
●

●

Train
teachers on
AVID
strategies
AP classes
support/mate
rials
All 1st and
2nd year
teachers will
attend BTSA
induction
workshops.
Additional
classroom
technology
and

BTSA Survey
Participation

District Summer
New Teacher
Institute
Workshops

Agendas and SignIn sheets from
workshops

STULL Teacher
Evaluation
Process

Teachers
Focus Walks
Schedule in Math
and English
Departments

Human Resources

BTSA Support
Providers

BTSA Meetings and
Training for
Support Providers
District Summer
New Teacher
Institute
Workshops

Educational
Services
Instructional
Coaches
Teachers

CBEDS
School
Accountability
Report Card
(SARC)

August June
2016-2017

BTSA Survey
Participation

Focus Walks
Schedule in Math
and English
Departments

Agendas and SignIn sheets from
workshops

District Summer
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STULL Teacher
Evaluation
Process
CBEDS
School
Accountability
Report Card
(SARC)

SSC will
receive and
review annual
report of
which
classrooms/pr
ograms have
access to what
technology.

Review who
enrolls in BTSA
and monitor
progress by
reviewing
report of
teacher
participation.

Classroom
Observations and
feedback

BTSA Meetings and
Training for
Support Providers

Human Resources

Review who
enrolls in BTSA
and monitor
progress by
reviewing
report of
teacher
participation.

Classroom
Observations and
feedback

Instructional
Coaches

District and Site
Administration

2016-17

Training for
Support Providers

August June
2017-2018

SSC will
receive and
review annual
report of
which
classrooms/pr
ograms have
access to what
technology.
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equipment
for student
intervention
s that
support
increased
proficiency.

District and Site
Administration

New Teacher
Institute
Workshops

BTSA Support
Providers

Agendas and SignIn sheets from
workshops

Educational
Services

2017-18
●

●
●

●

Train
teachers on
AVID
strategies
AP classes
support/mate
rials
All 1st and
2nd year
teachers will
attend BTSA
induction
workshops.
Additional
classroom
technology
and
equipment
for student
intervention
s that
support
increased
proficiency.

BTSA Survey
Participation

Classroom
Observations and
feedback

Instructional
Coaches

STULL Teacher
Evaluation
Process

Teachers

3.3 Provide more
industry-relevant
college and career
readiness skills
into more content
courses. (LCAP
Goal #3, SSC Goal
#7, WASC Goal #4)
3.4 Maintain and
improve small

288

Review who
enrolls in BTSA
and monitor
progress by
reviewing
report of
teacher
participation.
SSC will
receive and
review annual
report of
which
classrooms/pr
ograms have
access to what
technology.
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learning
communities/acad
emies in which
students explore
the wide variety
of career options
through hands-on,
problem-based,
project-based,
critical thinking,
and rigorous realworld application
(AMA, BCA, MSA,
ASLA, AVID, 9th
grade house).
(LCAP Goal #3, SSC
Goal #7, WASC
Goal #4)
3.5 Increase the
attendance rate
by 2% for the
2015/16 school
year. (LCAP Goal
#2, SSC Goal #5,
WASC Goal #4)
2015-16
●

●

Experiential
learning and
project
based
curriculum
materials
and field
trips to
enhance
student
engagement
as related to
implementat
ion of
Common
Core.
Biomedical
Career

Administration,
Instructional
Coaches,
department
chairpersons,
teachers, Activities
Director, ASB
Director, and
academy
coordinators

Career Pathway
Specialist
coaching and
support

Number of
industry expert
presentations or
workshops

Academy
Pathway
Specialist
coaching and
support

Survey students
on relevance of
classes

Graduation and
attendance rate
Academy Linked in Academies
Learning
summer PD
week
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August June
2015-2016

Counselors,
Academy
Coordinators,
will monitor
student
assessment
data, mark
report cards.
Compile and
review annual
list of industry/
community
partners.
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●

●

Academy
(BCA) –
students
explore the
wide variety
of health
care and
science
career
options
through
hands-on,
problembased
instructional
activities,
and Direct
Interactive
Instruction
Academy of
Media Arts
(AMA)students use
projectbased
instructional
activities to
think
critically and
creatively to
solve realworld
problems
through
digital,
visual,
music, and
theatrical
media.
Marine
Science
Academy
(MSA)students use
project
based and
problem
solving
instructional
activities

Linked Learning
conference
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●

●

that
prepares
students for
a rigorous
university
science
program
through
marine
science,
technology,
and career
opportunitie
s.
American
Sign
Language
Academy
(ASLA)students use
project
based and
problem
solving
instructional
activities
that
prepares
students for
a rigorous
university
science
program
through sign
language,
technology,
and career
opportunitie
s.
Industry/Co
mmunity
Connections

Administration,
Instructional
Coaches,
department
chairpersons,
teachers, Activities
Director, ASB
Director, and
academy
coordinators

Career Pathway
Specialist
coaching and
support
Academy
Pathway
Specialist
coaching and
support

Linked Learning
conference

August June
2015-2016

Survey students
on relevance of
classes

Academy Linked
Graduation and
Learning
attendance rate
summer PD
in Academies
week

Counselors,
Academy
Coordinators,
will monitor
student
assessment
data, mark
report cards.
Compile and
review annual
list of industry/
community
partners.

2016-17
●

Number of
industry expert
presentations or
workshops

Experiential
learning and
project
based
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●

●

curriculum
materials
and field
trips to
enhance
student
engagement
as related to
implementat
ion of
Common
Core.
Biomedical
Career
Academy
(BCA) –
students
explore the
wide variety
of health
care and
science
career
options
through
hands-on,
problembased
instructional
activities,
and Direct
Interactive
Instruction
Academy of
Media Arts
(AMA)students use
projectbased
instructional
activities to
think
critically and
creatively to
solve realworld
problems
through
digital,
visual,

Career Pathway
Specialist
coaching and
support
Administration,
Instructional
Coaches,
department
chairpersons,
teachers, Activities
Director, ASB

Academy
Pathway
Specialist
coaching and
support

Number of
industry expert
presentations or
workshops
Survey students
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August June
2015-2016
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●

●

music, and
theatrical
media.
Marine
Science
Academy
(MSA)students use
project
based and
problem
solving
instructional
activities
that
prepares
students for
a rigorous
university
science
program
through
marine
science,
technology,
and career
opportunitie
s.
American
Sign
Language
Academy
(ASLA)students use
project
based and
problem
solving
instructional
activities
that
prepares
students for
a rigorous
university
science
program
through sign
language,
technology,

Director, and
academy
coordinators

on relevance of
Academy Linked classes
Learning
summer PD
Graduation and
week
attendance rate
in Academies
Linked Learning
conference

Counselors,
Academy
Coordinators,
will monitor
student
assessment
data, mark
report cards.
Compile and
review annual
list of industry/
community
partners.
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●

and career
opportunitie
s.
Industry/Co
mmunity
Connections

2017-18
●

●

●

Experiential
learning and
project
based
curriculum
materials
and field
trips to
enhance
student
engagement
as related to
implementat
ion of
Common
Core.
Biomedical
Career
Academy
(BCA) –
students
explore the
wide variety
of health
care and
science
career
options
through
hands-on,
problembased
instructional
activities,
and Direct
Interactive
Instruction
Academy of
Media Arts
(AMA)students use
project-
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●

●

based
instructional
activities to
think
critically and
creatively to
solve realworld
problems
through
digital,
visual,
music, and
theatrical
media.
Marine
Science
Academy
(MSA)students use
project
based and
problem
solving
instructional
activities
that
prepares
students for
a rigorous
university
science
program
through
marine
science,
technology,
and career
opportunitie
s.
American
Sign
Language
Academy
(ASLA)students use
project
based and
problem
solving
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●

instructional
activities
that
prepares
students for
a rigorous
university
science
program
through sign
language,
technology,
and career
opportunitie
s.
Industry/Co
mmunity
Connections
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Acronyms
AAA Advanced Academics Academy
ACT American College Testing
ADA Average Daily Attendance
ADA Americans with Disabilities Act
ALEKS Assessment and Learning in Knowledge Spaces
ALS Action Learning Systems, Inc.
AMA Academy of Media Arts
AMAO Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives
AP Advanced Placement
APS Academic Program Survey
API Academic Performance Index
APID Advanced Placement International Diploma
ASB Associated Student Body
ASLA American Sign Language Academy
AVID Advancement Via Individual Determination
AYP Adequate Yearly Progress
BCA Biomedical Careers Academy
BSU Black Student Union
BTSA Beginning Teacher Support and Achievement
BTTP Bilingual Teacher Training Program
CAHSEE California High School Exit Exam
CAPA California Alternative Performance Assessment
CBEDS California Basic Education Data System
CBEST California Basic Educational Skills Test
CCTC California Commission on Teacher Credentialing
CDE California Department of Education
CELDT California English Language Development Test
CFU Checking for Understanding
CLAD Cross-Cultural Language and Academic Development
CMA California Modified Assessment
CPM Categorical Program Monitoring
COE County Office of Education
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COP Committee of Practitioners (Title I)
CSAM California School Accounting Manual
CSCS California School Climate Survey
CSIS California School Information Services
CSR Comprehensive School Reform
CST California Standards Test
CTC Commission on Teacher Credentialing
CSU California State University
CTE Career Technical Education
CYS Centinela Youth Services
CVUHSD Centinela Valley Union High School District
DAS District Assistance Survey
DELAC District English Learner Advisory Committee
DII Direct Interactive Instruction
DIS Designated Instructional Services
DSLT District Site Leadership Team
EAP Early Assessment Program
ECA Environmental Careers Academy
EC Education Code
EL English Learner
ELA English Language Acquisition (English Learners)
ELA English Language Arts (English Department)
ELAC English Learner Advisory Committee
ELAP English Language Acquisition Program
ELD English Language Development
ELL English Language Learner
ELPD English Learner Professional Development
ELSSA English Learner Subgroup Self Assessment
EO English Only
EPC Essential Program Components
E.R.I.C.S. – Emotionally Related Intensive Counseling Services
ESL English as a Second Language
ESLR Expected School-wide Learning Results
ESEA Elementary and Secondary Education Act
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FEP Fluent-English-Proficient
FOL Focus on Learning
FTE Full-Time-Equivalent
FPM Federal Program Monitoring
GATE Gifted and Talented Education
GED General Educational Development
HERO-replaced PLASCO
IDEA Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
IEP Immigrant Education Program (NCLB, Title III)
IEP Individualized Education Program (Special Education)
IFEP Initial Fluent English Proficient
LACOE Los Angeles County Office of Education
LD Learning Disabled
LEA Local Education Agency
LEP Limited English Proficient
LWHS Lawndale High School
LTEL Long Term English Learner
LTELS Long Term English Learner Students
MSA Marine Sciences Academy
NCLB No Child Left Behind
NRT Norm-referenced Test
PBIS Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports
PI Program Improvement
PLASCO-Software program used track positive and negative student behaviors.
PLC Professional Learning Community
PSAT Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test
PTA Parent Teacher Association
RFEP Reclassified Fluent English Proficient
ROP Regional Occupational Program
RSP Resource Specialist Program
RTI Response to Intervention
SAI Specialized Academic Instruction
SARB School Attendance Review Board
SARC School Accountability Report Card
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SART School Attendance Review Team
SAT Scholastic Aptitude Test
SBCP School-Based Coordinated Programs
SBAC-Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium
SDAIE Specially-Designed Academic Instruction in English
SDC Special Day Class
SEA State Education Agency
SED Socio-Economically Disadvantaged
SESM Special Education Supports Module
SHAPE Students Heightening Academic Performance through Education
SI School Improvement
SL Sheltered Language
SLO Student Learning Objectives
SPAC School Parent Advisory Committee
SPSA Single Plan for Student Achievement
SRI Scholastic Reading Inventory
SSC School Site Council
SST Student Study Team
STAR Standardized Testing and Reporting
SWD Students with Disabilities
SWIS School Wide Information System
TPS Think Pair Share
UC University of California
UPC Uniform Complaint Procedures
VAPA Visual And Performing Arts
WASC Western Association of Schools and Colleges
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Timeline of self-study process
September 2014- Initial selection and introduction of WASC Coordinator.
November 2014 - 2015-2016 WASC Self-Study Training part 1 for WASC Coordinator
January – March 2015 – Organization of WASC focus groups and leaders. Leaders were
“recruited” and staff members surveyed for their group interests then assigned based on group
needs.
February - June 2015 – Staff worked on redefining mission and vision.
March 2015 - 2015-2016 WASC Self Study Training part 2 for WASC Coordinator
June 2015 – WASC process review (including WASC summer work hour process)
July 2015 - Initial Focus Group Writing Session to review Critical Areas for Follow-up and selfstudy chapters.
August 2015 - Focus Group Writing Session to review Critical Areas for Follow-up and selfstudy chapters.
August 18, 2015 – Placement of new teachers or teachers who have not already committed into
focus groups.
August 27, 2015- Meet with Focus Group leaders to review prior Critical Areas for Follow-up
and self-study chapters.
September 2015 - February 2016 – WASC focus group time scheduled during Monday
collaborations to analyze and interpret data, review LCAP, and discuss critical learner needs,
ESLR-SLO outcomes, and current SPSA goals. Critical Learner needs solidified. Questions to
guide our work discussed. Work begins on Chapter IV self-study prompts.
October 29, 2015- Initial meeting with Mrs. Diane Sauvageau to review progress and to clarify
visit expectations.
November 2015 - 2015-2016 WASC Self Study Training part 3 for WASC Coordinator
November 2015 - February 2016 - Chapters 1-3 disseminated to entire staff. Staff discussion and
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breakouts concerning Chapter 1-3. Focus Groups meet to continue work on the self-study and to
solicit feedback from home group members.
February 2016 - students, parents and staff took Healthy Kids Survey.
March 2016 – Review of new data that did not make the WASC report (Healthy Kids Survey)
and focus group document review.
March 3, 2016 - Discussion with Leadership Team of Self-Study findings, Critical Learner
Needs, SLOs, and action plan goals. Final suggestions for adjustments solicited. Commitment to
implement and monitor goals.
April 2016 – All staff discussion of Self-Study findings, Critical Learner Needs, SLOs, and
action plan goals. Commitment to implement and monitor goals. WASC visit process discussed.
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Results of Student Questionnaires
This “Speak Up 2015” 28 questions survey was completed by 1361 Lawndale students
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Results of Parent Questionnaires
Two Parent surveys are provided in this section. The Speak It Up 2015 survey and Back to
School Night (Sept. 2015) results.
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Back to School Night Parent Survey 5-question parent survey (63 parents).
Parents were asked to respond to the following questions:
1.
I feel welcomed at school:
2.

What are some of the ways you would like to be involved at school?

3.

What are the best times for you to come to school?

4.

Students and families have many talents. What can you share with the school?

5.

If the school offered classes, what would you be interested in(check all that apply)?

The responses collected from this survey are reflected on the following charts:
Question 1: I feel welcomed at school.
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The majority of parents stated that they feel welcome at Lawndale High School. Five responded
that they “somewhat agree,” and no parent disagreed. If one were to extrapolate from the
responses to this question, it would be safe to assume that the overwhelming majority of Cardinal
parents feel welcome at school. However, the question lacks specificity and does not allow a
determination of the site patterns that contribute to this positive perception. It also does not
reflect
on
recommendations
or
ways
to
improve.
Question 2: What are some of the ways you would like to be involved in school?
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Question number two asked parents to select ways in which they would like to be involved in
school.
The
choices
were:
•
Leadership
teams
•
PTA
•
Plan
events
•
Call
parents
•
Fieldtrips
•
Help
office
•
Help
classes
•
Recruit
students
•
Other
Most parents responded that they would be willing to help with field trips (23) and in the office
(17). Helping plan events (8), calling other parents (8) and helping in classes (9) were all tied for
third place. Four parents responded they would like to help recruit other students and no parents
selected “leadership teams” or “PTA.” Even though it is of concern that no parent seemed
interested in participating in leadership teams or the PTA, we believe this is the result of having
too small a sample of respondents and not a reflection of negative parent attitudes or lack of
interest.
Question 3: What are the best times for you to come to school?

The third question asked parents about the best time for them to come to school. Not
surprisingly, the majority (29) responded that evenings are the most appropriate time. However,
Saturdays and mornings, when combined, amount to a slightly larger group (35). Knowing when
parents can come to our school is a valuable piece of data that can help us determine ways to
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coordinate parent involvement to maximize participation. Taking our families’ schedules into
consideration also shows them that we value their time and that we are willing to be flexible
when it comes meeting their needs.
Question 4: Students and families have many talents. What can you share with the school?

The fourth question asked parents about specific talents they can share with the school.
Seventeen responded that they could share their knowledge of “cooking.” Translation skills, art
and knowledge of computers were the second largest response, followed by sewing and music
and finally by trade skill and event planning. If parents are given the opportunity to bring their
knowledge and share it with other parents and the school, they can be the catalyst for increased
parent involvement.
Question 5: If the school offered classes, what would you be interested in?
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Question number 5 asked parents about their preference when it comes to learning opportunities.
The majority (33) responded that they would benefit from information on how to help their
children succeed. One of the ways in which Lawndale High School is addressing this need is
through a partnership with the Parent Institute for Quality Education (PIQE). PIQE’s parent
education curriculum focuses on developing the awareness of parents regarding their ability to
successfully help their children navigate their way through high school and onto college.
Master
schedule
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Approved AP course list
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UC a–g approved course list

Lawndale High School UC Courses 2015-2016
Course Name

Teacher
Dept.

Course Name

Teacher
Dept.

3-D DESIGN 1A/UC

ARTS

ENG 11A/UC

ENG

ALG 1 SL A/UC

MATH

ENG 9 SL A/UC

ENG

ALG 1A/UC

MATH

ENG 9A/UC

ENG

ALG 2A SL/UC

MATH

ENG 9H A/UC

ENG

ALG 2A/UC

MATH

ENG LANG AP A/UC

ENG

ALG 2H A/UC

MATH

ENG LIT AP A/UC

ENG

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE
1A/UC

WL

ENGLISH 1 INTENSIVE A/UC

ENG

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE
2A/UC

WL

ENGLISH 2 INTENSIVE A/UC

ENG

ANAT/PHYS A UC

SCI

ENVIRON SCIENCE A/UC

SCI

AP CALC A/UC

MATH

ETHNIC STUDIES A/UC

SOC

AP ECN MACRO A/UC

SOC

FILM ANIMATION A/UC

ARTS

AP ENV'L SCI A/UC

SCI

FILM ANIMATION II A/UC

ARTS

AP EUR HS A/UC

SOC

FORENSIC SCI A/UC

SCI

AP HUMAN GEOG A/UC

SOC

GEOM 1A/UC

MATH

AP PHYSICS 1 A/UC

SCI

GEOM H 9A/UC

MATH

AP PSYCHOLOGY A/UC

SOC

GEOMETRY A/UC

MATH

AP STATS A/UC

MATH

HST OF PHILOSOPHY A/UC

SOC

AP STUDIO ART A/UC

ARTS

HUMAN BODY SYSTEMS A/UC

SCI

AP US GOV'T A/UC

SOC

INDEP FILM PROJECTS A/UC

ARTS
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AP US HST A/UC

SOC

INTRO OCEAN 11-12 A/UC

SCI

APPLICATIONS IN MARINE
SCIENCE A/UC

SCI

INTRO TO PSYCH A/UC

SOC

ART 1A/UC

ARTS

MARINE BIO A/UC

SCI

ART ADV A/UC

ARTS

MEDICAL BIOLOGY A/UC

SCI

ASL 3 A/UC

WL

MEDICAL CHEMISTRY A/UC

SCI

ASL 4 A/UC

WL

MUSIC APPREC A/UC

ARTS

AVID SR SEMINAR A/UC

WL

MUSIC THEORY A/UC

ARTS

BAND ADV A/UC

ARTS

PHYSICS A/UC

SCI

BAND BEG/UC

ARTS

PRE-CALCULUS A/UC

MATH

BAND ST A/UC

ARTS

PRE-CALCULUS H A/UC

MATH

BIO 204 9A/UC

SCI

SIGN LANG 2A/UC

WL

BIO 204 A/UC

SAI

SIGN LANG 3A/UC

WL

BIO 204 SL A/UC

SCI

SIGN LANG A/UC

WL

BIO 205H 9A/UC

SCI

SP4 LG AP A/UC

WL

BIO 205H A/UC

SCI

SP4 LT AP A/UC

WL

BIOLOGY A/UC

SCI

SPAN 1 9A/UC

WL

CER 1A/UC

ARTS

SPAN 1(N) 9A/UC

WL

CER 2A/UC

ARTS

SPAN 1(N) A/UC

WL

CHEMISTRY A/UC

SCI

SPAN 1A/UC

WL

CHEMISTRY H A/UC

SCI

SPAN 2(N) A/UC

WL

CHEMISTRY SL A/UC

SCI

SPAN 2A/UC

WL

CHORUS BEG A/UC

ARTS

SPAN 3A/UC

WL

COMMERCIAL MUSIC 1A/UC

ARTS

STATISTICS A/UC

MATH
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CSU EXPOSITORY RDG &
WTG A/UC

ENG

TECH THEATRE A/UC (CPA)

ARTS

DANCE ADV A/UC

PE

THEORY & PRACTICE OF
MEDICAL ASSIST A/UC

ENG

DANCE BEG/UC

PE

UCCI APPLIED MEDICAL ENG
12A/UC

ENG

DEAF STUDIES A/UC

WL

UCCI LANGUAGE TAKES THE
STAGE A/UC

ENG

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
A/UC

ARTS

UCCI MENTAL HEALTH
MATTERS A/UC

ENG

DRAMA A/UC

ARTS

UCCI THE DYNAMIC LIT OF
PATIENT CARE A/U

ENG

DRAMATIC PRODUCTION
A/UC

ENG

UCCI US HIST & PUBLIC HEALTH
A/UC

SOC

DRAW DIG ART A/UC

ARTS

UCCP AP CALC BC A/UC

MATH

ECONOMICS A/UC

SOC

UKULELE A/UC

ARTS

ELD READ 180 A

ENG

US GOVT/UC

SOC

ENG 10 A/UC

ENG

US HST A/UC

SOC

ENG 10A/UC

ENG

WLD HST A/UC

SOC

ENG 10H A/UC

ENG
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School Quality Snapshot
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School Accountability Report Card (SARC)
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CBEDS school information form
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Graduation requirements
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Additional data
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School Budget Pages from the SPSA
Form A: Planned Improvements in Student Performance
The School Site Council has analyzed the academic performance of all student groups and has
considered the effectiveness of key elements of the instructional program for students failing to meet
academic performance index and adequate yearly progress growth targets. As a result, it has adopted
the following school goals, related actions, and expenditures to raise the academic performance of
students not yet meeting state standards:

School Goals
1. Basic: Students shall be taught by highly-qualified teachers. Students will have access to standards-aligned
materials. Students will be educated in facilities that are maintained in good repair.
2. Implementation of State Standards: Students shall have access to the Common Core Standards in English
Language Arts (ELA) and Math. Students shall also have access to science and social studies state standards,
literacy in science, and technical subject standards.
3. Parent Involvement: Increase parent and community engagement.
4. Pupil Achievement: Increase student performance in standardized tests.
5. Pupil Engagement: Increase student attendance rates while decreasing chronic absenteeism rates. Also,
increase high school graduation rates.
6. School Climate: Increase the sense of safety and school connectedness among students, parents, and
teachers.
7. Course Access: Increase course offerings in a broad course of study that includes various subject areas.
8. Other Pupil Outcomes: Increase student performance on completion of A-G requirements and college
readiness indicators.
What data did you use to form this
goal (findings from data analysis)?

How does this goal align to the district’s LEA Plan and LCAP goals?
All plans identify a need to improve proficiency rates in reading, English

1. 2014-15: CAHSEE Overall

Language Arts (ELA) and mathematics.

482 tenth grade tested CAHSEE Math
exam

LEA Plan Goal Alignment

- 381 (80%) passed Math 466 tenth
grade tested CAHSEE ELA exam
- 395 (85%) passed ELA

Goal #1: All students will reach high standards, at a minimum, attaining
proficiency or better in reading and mathematics, by 2016-2017.

2. 2014-15 CAHSEE Subgroups

Goal #2: All limited-English-proficient students will become proficient in

40 (60%) out of 67 tenth grade ELs
passed Math CAHSEE 35 (61%) out of
57 tenth grade ELs passed ELA
CAHSEE 11 (24%) out of 46 tenth

English and reach high academic standards, at a minimum attaining
proficiency or better in reading/language arts and mathematics.
Goal #3: By 2016-17, all students will be taught by highly qualified
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grade SWD passed Math CAHSEE

teachers.

11 (34%) out of 32 tenth grade SWD
passed ELA CAHSEE

Goal #4: All students will be educated in learning environments that are
safe, drug free, and conducive to learning.

3. 2014-15 -- 94.3% graduation rate,
565/599 students 2014-15 – 39% A-G
completion rate, 220/565

Goal #5: All students will graduate from high school.

students

LCAP Goal #1: Improve outcomes for students in the English Learner,
Black/African-American, Special Education, Foster Youth, and Low

4. 154 parents participated and
graduated from the PIQE (Parent
Institute for Quality Education)
program

Income subgroups, who perform below District, County, and State
overall averages in academic performance (i.e. API), testing (i.e.
CAHSEE, AP), and post secondary transition (i.e. graduation and
dropouts rates and UC/CSU readiness).

LCAP Goal #2: Build local capacity to fully implement evidenced-based
practices in all educational settings and organizational environments to
promote students' academic achievement and behavioral health.

LCAP Goal #3: Ensure appropriate systems of school support are fully
operational at the organizational level. Educational, human, and fiscal
resources are aligned to ensure that all students are taught by highly
qualified teachers, are provided State-approved textbooks, and attend
schools that are clean and in safe condition.

What did the analysis of the data
reveal that led you to this goal?

Which stakeholders were involved in analyzing data and developing
this goal?

The analysis of data reveals that
additional and further ELA and math
interventions are required to improve
the achievement of all subgroups of
students.

● School Site Leadership Team
● School Site Council (SSC)
● English Learners Advisory Committee (ELAC)
● Title I Advisory Committee

The analysis of data reveals that
additional supports are needed to
help students be college/career
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ready, including improving A-G
completion rate.

Who are the focus students and
what is the expected growth?

Analysis revealed that special focus
should be placed on the EL, SED,
SWD, Hispanic and African American
students in Algebra, Geometry, and
Algebra II to assist in achieving
proficiency in these areas.

What data will be collected to measure student achievement?

Scores from pre-diagnostic, CSAs, and CFAs along with statistical data
from Illuminate will be used to measure achievement.

Analysis revealed that focus should
be placed on EL students in ELA and
math to better support LTELs toward
graduation and college readiness.

What process will you use to
monitor and evaluate the data?

Actions to improve achievement to exit program improvement (if
applicable).

Each Fall and Spring the SSC
Committee, ELD Coordinator, AVID
Coordinator, Department
Chairpersons, Lead Academy
Teachers and Site Leadership team
will analyze growth and achievement
goals for SBAC, CSA, and CFA scores
during collaboration time and
leadership meetings by grade level,
subject area, and academy.

N/A[H3]
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Form B: Centralized Support for Planned Improvements in Student Performance
The District/School Leadership Team (DSLT) has analyzed the planned program improvements and has
adopted the following program support goals, related actions, and expenditures to raise the academic
performance of students not yet meeting state standards.

Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) 8 Priorities:
i.
Basic: Students shall be taught by highly-qualified teachers. Students will have
access to standards-aligned materials. Students will be educated in facilities that are maintained
in good repair.
ii.
Implementation of State Standards: Students shall have access to the Common
Core Standards in English Language Arts (ELA) and Math. Students shall also have access to
science and social studies state standards, literacy in science, and technical subjects’ standards.
iii.

Parent Involvement: Increase parent and community engagement.

iv.

Pupil Achievement: Increase student performance in standardized tests.

v.
Pupil Engagement: Increase student attendance rates while decreasing chronic
absenteeism rates. Also, increase high school graduation rates.
vi.
School Climate: Increase the sense of safety and school connectedness among
students, parents, and teachers.
vii.
Course Access: Increase course offerings in a broad course of study that includes
various subject areas.
viii.

Other Pupil Outcomes: Increase student performance on CSA’s.

LCAP Goal #1: Improve outcomes for students in the English Learner, Black/African-American,
Special Education, Foster Youth, and Low Income subgroups, who perform below District, County,
and State overall averages in academic performance (i.e. API), testing (i.e. CAHSEE, AP), and post
secondary transition (i.e. graduation and dropouts rates and UC/CSU readiness).
LEA Plan Goal Alignment:
Goal #1: All students will reach high standards, at a minimum, attaining proficiency or better in
reading and mathematics, by 2016-2017.
Goal #2: All limited-English-proficient students will become proficient in English and reach high
academic standards, at a minimum attaining proficiency or better in reading/language arts and
mathematics.

381

Lawndale High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

Goal #5: All students will graduate from high school.

Means of evaluating progress
toward this goal:
Annual DSLT review of the
most recent data and
updating of the LCAP and LEA
Plan to include appropriate
adjustments to Action Steps
that demonstrate the most
impact on student
achievement.

Group data to be collected and expected gains:
·
Increase the number of students who demonstrate college
preparedness through the EAP exam in ELA and math
·

Increase graduation rates

·

Decrease dropout rates

·

Increase A-G course completion rates

·

Increase CAHSEE passage rates

·

Increase AMAO proficiency rates

·

Increase the percent of students who take AP courses

·
Increase the percent of students who score a 3 or higher on
an AP exam

Actions to be
Taken to
Reach This
Goal (number in

Start Date
Completion
Date

Proposed
Expenditures

Estimated

Funding

Cost

Source

(District-wide, NOT by site)

parentheses is the
LCAP Action #)

Provide
Professional
Learning (1)

2015-2016

Cognitive Coach
Training

$20,608

Title II

$15,000

Title III

Expository Reading
and Writing
Training
Honors/GATE
Certification

Enhance ELL
Program
Coordination
and Support

2015-2016

Supplemental
Materials for
English Learner
Immigrants
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(6)

Enhance
Professional
Learning (8)

CABE/ELL
Conferences
2015-2016

Course Leads
Collaboration

$185,451

Title II

Summer PD to
address LEA Goals
focused on
increasing student
achievement

$161,830

Title I

Homeless support

$523,449

Title I

$318,762

Title I

CUE Conference
Adaptive Schools
Training

Provide
resources to
Enhance
Academic
Interventions
and
Enrichments
based on RTI
and PLC
response to
student needs
(10)

2015-2016

Provide
Summer
Learning for
Struggling
Students (13)

2015-2016

Teacher Salary for
summer courses

Reinforce
English
Language
Acquisition

2015-2016

EL Instructional
$131,320
Coach Salary for
Districtwide support

SES Tutoring
Choice
Transportation
District
Administration
District
Administrative
Assistance
Title I
Training/Workshops
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Through
Contextualized
Learning (17)
Expand AVID
Program (26)

AVID Summer PD

$54,793

Title I

AVID Site
Membership

LCAP Goal #2: Build local capacity to fully implement evidenced-based practices in all educational
settings and organizational environments to promote students' academic achievement and
behavioral health.
LEA Plan Goal Alignment:
Goal #4: All students will be educated in learning environments that are safe, drug free, and
conducive to learning.
Means of evaluating progress
toward this goal:
Annual DSLT review of the
most recent data and updating
of the LEA Plan to include
appropriate adjustments to
Action Steps that demonstrate
the most impact on student
achievement.
Actions to be
Taken to Reach
This Goal (number

Start Date
Completion
Date

Group data to be collected and expected gains:
Student support in the form of a Response to Intervention and
Instruction RTI2 model will be fully implemented, resulting in:
·

Increase the attendance rate

·

Decrease the chronic absenteeism rate

·

Decrease the suspension rate

·

Decrease the expulsion rate

Proposed
Expenditures

2015-2016

Funding

Cost

Source

(District-wide,
NOT by site)

in parentheses is the
LCAP Action #)

Family
Engagement
Initiative (5)

Estimated

Materials and
Snacks to
support Parent
Meetings

$5,358
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LCAP Goal #3: Ensure appropriate systems of school support are fully operational at the
organizational level. Educational, human, and fiscal resources are aligned to ensure that all
students are taught by highly qualified teachers, are provided State-approved textbooks, and
attend schools that are clean and in safe condition.
LEA Plan Goal Alignment:
Goal #3: By 2016-17, all students will be taught by highly qualified teachers.
Means of evaluating progress
toward this goal:

Group data to be collected and expected gains:

Annual DSLT review of the
most recent data and updating
of the LCAP and LEA Plan to
include appropriate
adjustments to Action Steps
that demonstrate the most
impact on student
achievement.

·

LCAP staff survey conclusions and recommendations:
Improve morale among all staff.

·
Build a capacity for trust between the organization and its
bargaining units.
·

Invest in the infrastructure.

·
staff.

Attract and recruit high quality instructional and support

·

Retain high quality instructional and support staff.

·

Direct resources to the classroom level.

·

Increase support staff.

·
Improve systems of communications as they relate to
operational support systems.
Actions to be
Taken to Reach
This Goal (number

Start Date
Completion
Date

Proposed
Expenditures

2015-2016

Funding

Cost

Source

(District-wide, NOT by site)

in parentheses is the
LCAP Action #)

Upgrade
technology
infrastructure
and Equipment/
Software (1)

Estimated

Technology
trainers at each
site to provide
professional
development to

$22,231
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teachers on
incorporating
technology into
their lessons to
reach students
with all learning
styles.

For a full text of the CVUHSD LCAP and LEA Plan and to get a broader understanding of the district’s
supports and actions towards meeting its goals, please visit the following links:
CV Local Control Accountability Plan: http://bit.ly/CVLCAP
CV Local Education Agency Plan: http://bit.ly/1LhIsZ5
Form C: Programs Included in this Plan
The School Site Council intends for this school to participate in the following programs: (Check the box
for each state and federal categorical program in which the school participates and, if applicable, enter
amounts allocated. The plan must describe the activities to be conducted at the school for each of the
state and federal categorical program in which the school participates. If the school receives funding,
then the plan must include the proposed expenditures.)

Allocation
Federal Programs under the Elementary Secondary Education Act

Title I, Part A: Schoolwide Program
$451,340 (plus $52,011
Purpose: Upgrade the entire educational program of eligible for Parent Involvement)
schools in high poverty areas
Total amount of federal categorical funds allocated to this school $ 503,352
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Glossary of terms
A
A-G Courses
The set of 15 one-year college prep courses high school students must take to be eligible to enter
either the California State University (CSU) or University of California (UC) systems. Required
a-g courses beginning with the class of 2003 and beyond include: (a) Two history/social science;
(b) Four English language arts; (c) Three math (through Algebra II or Integrated Math III); (d)
Two laboratory science (two different disciplines); (e) Two foreign language (same language);
(f) One visual/performing arts; and (g) One elective from the above subjects. Students must also
meet other criteria to gain admission to the university systems.
Academic Performance Index (API)
A number, used for school accountability purposes, summarizing the performance of a group of
students, a school, or a district on California's standardized tests. A school's number (or API
score) is used to rank it among schools of the same type (elementary, middle, high) and among
the 100 schools of the same type that are most similar in terms of students served, teacher
qualifications, and other factors. Schools and districts also receive separate API scores for any
student group - including ethnic subgroups, socioeconomically disadvantaged students, English
learners, and students with disabilities - comprised of more than 10 students with valid test
scores. They only receive academic growth targets for "numerically significant" student groups,
however.
Accommodations
Changes in the way tests are designed or administered to respond to the special needs of students
with disabilities and English learners (EL). Accommodations might include allowing a student to
take more time for a test or using Braille forms of the assessment. California distinguishes
between accommodations and modifications. Modifications, such as allowing a calculator for a
math test, affect the validity of the test results. However, some Special Education students may
need modifications in order to take a test.
Achievement Gap
A consistent difference in scores on student achievement tests between certain groups of children
and children in other groups. The data document a strong association between poverty and
students' lack of academic success as measured by achievement tests. And while poverty is not
unique to any ethnicity, it does exist in disproportionate rates among African Americans and
Hispanics, and among English learners. The reasons behind the achievement gap are
multifaceted. They do to some degree stem from factors that children bring with them to school.
However, other factors that contribute to the gap stem from students' school experiences.
Achievement Test
A test to measure a student's knowledge and skills.
ACT
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A set of college admissions tests and the organization that makes them, the American College
Testing Program, located in Iowa City, Iowa. Most colleges now accept either the SAT or the
ACT for admissions purposes.
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
Adequate yearly progress is a set of annual academic performance benchmarks that states, school
districts, schools, and subpopulations of students are supposed to achieve if the state receives
federal funding under Title I, Part A of the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). In
California, the measures include: (1) specified percentages of students scoring "proficient" or
"advanced" on California Standards Tests in English language arts and math; (2) participation of
at least 95% of students on those tests; (3) specified Academic Performance Index scores or
gains; and (4) for high schools, a specified graduation rate or improvement in the rate.
Adult Education
Classes offered by school districts, community colleges, and other public and private
organizations for residents 18 years or older who are not enrolled in a high school. State law
requires that certain courses, including citizenship and English, be provided at no charge, while
others may carry a fee. Adult Education revenues and expenditures must be tracked separately
from a school district's general fund.
Advanced Placement (AP) program and AP exams
A cooperative educational program between high school students and institutions of higher
education that offers high school students the opportunity to complete college-level courses and
earn college credit for them. The College Board, which administers the AP program, currently
offers 37 courses and examinations in 22 subject areas including biology, calculus, and
American history. Examinations are graded on a five-point scale, five being the highest possible
score. College credit is earned by achieving a satisfactory score on an AP exam, usually a three
or better. In addition, many college admission officials favor students who have completed AP
coursework and have taken the exams.
Alignment
The degree to which assessments, curriculum, instruction, textbooks and other instructional
materials, teacher preparation and professional development, and systems of accountability all
reflect and reinforce the educational program's objectives and standards.
Alternative Assessments
Ways, other than standardized tests, to get information about what students know and where they
need help, such as oral reports, projects, performances, experiments, and class participation. (See
portfolio assessment.)
Alternative Schools Accountability Model (ASAM)
An alternative way of measuring student performance in schools with mostly high-risk studentssuch as continuation schools or some county office of education schools-and schools with fewer
than 11 valid test scores.
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Annual Measurable Objective (AMO)
A measurement used to determine compliance with the federal No Child Left Behind Act
(NCLB). States must develop annual measurable objectives (AMOs) that will determine if a
school, district, or the state as a whole is making adequate yearly progress (AYP) toward the goal
of having all students proficient in English language arts and mathematics by 2013-14. For
California, the AMOs are the percent of students that must score proficient or advanced on
English language arts and mathematics tests aligned with state content standards (such as the
California Standards Tests and the California High School Exit Exam). For example, for an
elementary school in 2004-05, the AMO in English language arts is that 24.4% of its students
must test proficient or above on the California Standards Test in that subject.
Academy of Media Arts Academy (AMA)
Was created in 2008 as a small learning community for students interested in the digital media
arts.
American Sign Language Academy(ASLA)
The American Sign Language Academy prepares students to work with the Deaf Community
and pursue an exciting career.
Assessment
Another name for a test. An assessment can also be a system for testing and evaluating students,
groups of students, schools, or districts. (See STAR.) Under the federal No Child Left Behind
Act (NCLB), schools must administer tests in each of three grade spans: grades 3-5, grades 6-9,
and grades 10-12 in all schools. Beginning in the 2005-06 school year, tests must be
administered every year in grades 3 through 8 in math and reading. Beginning in the 2007-08
school year, science achievement must also be tested.
Assessment of Applied Academic Skills
A standards-based matrix test (a test in which not all students would take every section) that was
administered to pupils in grades 4, 5, 8, and 10. The purpose of this assessment was to gauge
school and district performance. It did not yield individual student scores. It was defined by the
California State Legislature in Assembly Bill 265 (1995).
At-risk students
Students who have a higher than average probability of dropping out or failing school.
Average Class Size
The number of students in classes divided by the number of classes. Because some teachers, such
as reading specialists, have assignments outside the regular classroom, the average class size is
usually larger than the pupil-teacher ratio.
Average Daily Attendance (ADA)
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The total number of days of student attendance divided by the total number of days in the regular
school year. A student attending every day would equal one ADA. ADA is not the same as
enrollment, which is the number of students enrolled in each school and district. (Enrollment is
determined by counting students on a given day in October.) ADA usually is lower than
enrollment due to factors such as students moving, dropping out, or staying home due to illness.
The state uses a school district's ADA to determine its general purpose (revenue limit) and some
other funding.
B
Beginning Teacher Support and Assessment Program (BTSA)
A program established with the enactment of Senate Bill 1422 in 1992. The purpose of BTSA is
to implement cost-effective models for new teacher development in order to "transform
academic preparation into practical success in the classroom, [and] to retain greater numbers of
capable beginning teachers." The BTSA local programs are all consortia that include a college or
university, a county office of education, one or more school districts, and at least one local
teacher organization. Each BTSA program offers beginning teachers ongoing, consistent support
from experienced colleagues at the school site. It also includes formative assessments (such as
classroom observations, reflective journals, and portfolios) to help beginning teachers assess and
improve their own teaching.
Benchmark
A detailed description of a specific level of student achievement expected of students at
particular ages, grades, or developmental levels. Benchmarks are often represented by samples of
student work. A set of benchmarks can be used as checkpoints to monitor progress in meeting
performance goals within and across grade levels.
Bilingual Education
An in-school program for students whose first language is not English or who have limited
English skills. Bilingual education provides English language development plus subject area
instruction in the student's native language. The goal is for the child to gain knowledge and be
literate in two languages. In 1998 Proposition 227 was approved by California voters. It limited
non-English instruction. However, parents may petition a school for instruction in a student's
native language.
Bilingualism
The ability to read, speak, understand, and write well in two languages.
Biomedical Careers Academy (BCA)
Prepares students to take advantage of the tremendous career opportunities available in health
and science.
Block scheduling
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A way of organizing the school day into blocks of time longer than the typical 50-minute class
period; with the 4X4 block students take four 90-minute classes each day allowing for
completion of an entire course in one semester instead of a full year; with an A/B or rotating
block students take six to eight classes for an entire year but classes in each subject meet on
alternate days for 90 minutes
C
Cafeteria Fund
A separate fund used by many districts to track the income and expenses related to food service.
California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA)
A test for students with severe disabilities who are unable to participate in the STAR program,
even with accommodations. Rather than multiple-choice questions, CAPA is open-ended, with
teachers assisting in recording the answers.
California Basic Educational Data System (CBEDS)
Reports that contain statistics about schools, teachers, and students. CBEDS reports are collected
from each school in the fall.
California Department of Education (CDE)
The CDE has several roles within the school finance system, including administering the
numerous categorical programs created by both state and federal lawmakers and maintaining
data related to the funding received by districts and county offices and the way those funds are
spent. California's elected superintendent of public instruction oversees the CDE and the State
Board of Education acts as its policymaking body.
California Education Code
A collection of all the laws directly related to California K-12 public schools. Ed Code sections
are created or changed by the governor and Legislature when they make laws. Local school
boards and county offices of education are responsible for complying with these provisions. The
Ed Code is permissive, which means that school districts are free to take any action not
specifically prohibited. Additional regulations affecting education are contained in the California
Administrative Code, Titles 5 and 8, the Government Code, and general statutes.
California English Language Development Test (CELDT)
A test for students whose primary language-as reported by their parents-is not English. These
students take the CELDT upon initial enrollment and annually thereafter until it is determined
that they have mastered English. At that point they are reclassified as fluent English proficient
(FEP) and are no longer counted as part of a school's English learner (EL) population. The
CELDT evaluates listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.
California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE)
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A state exam that California public high school students, beginning with the class of 2006, must
pass in order to graduate. The exit exam is not a college entrance or honors exam. Instead, its
purpose is to test whether students have mastered the academic skills necessary to succeed in the
adult world. It is a pass-fail exam divided into two sections: English language arts (reading and
writing) and mathematics. Sophomores, juniors, and seniors can take the test. Once students pass
a section of the test, they do not take that section again.
California Physical Fitness Test
A mandated statewide physical performance test administered during the spring to students in
grades 5, 7, and 9. The assessment evaluates students' aerobic capacity, body composition, and
muscular strength, endurance, and flexibility.
California Standards Tests (CSTs)
Tests that are part of the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) program and are based on
the state's academic content standards-what teachers are expected to be teaching and what
students are expected to be learning. They are primarily multiple choice and cover four subject
areas: English language arts (grades 2-11); mathematics (grades 2-11); history/social science
(grades 8, 10, and 11); and science (for grades 5, 8, 10, and high school students who are taking
specific subjects like biology, chemistry, or integrated science). CSTs are criterion-referenced
tests, and students are scored as "far below basic, below basic, basic, proficient, and advanced."
The state goal is for every student to score at "proficient" or above. Only California students take
these standards-based tests so their results cannot be compared to test scores of students in other
states or nations.
California State University (CSU) System
A four-year state university system. California operates three separate public systems for
postsecondary education: two-year community colleges, the four-year California State University
(CSU) system, and the most selective University of California (UC) system. There are 23 CSU
campuses serving more than 400,000 students. CSU generally accepts the top one-third of high
school graduates and all qualified community college transfers. Eligibility for high school
seniors to enter either CSU or UC is based on the completion of 15 one-year college prep courses
(referred to as a-g courses), high school grades, performance on college entrance exams,
advanced coursework taken, and personal attributes.
Categorical Aid/Categorical Programs
Funds from the state or federal government granted to qualifying schools or districts for specific
children with special needs, certain programs such as Class Size Reduction, or special purposes
such as transportation. Special Education and Class Size Reduction are two of the largest state
programs in terms of dollars. In general, schools or districts must spend the money for the
specific purpose. This money is in addition to the funding schools receive for their general
education program. Districts receive categorical aid in varying amounts but, on average,
categorical funds represent about a third of school district income.
CBEST
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California Basic Educational Skills Test, which must be passed before a person can become a
teacher or administrator in California.
Checking for Understanding (CFU)
A continuous and ongoing process in which the teachers check for understanding of classroom
and textbook materials. Checking for understanding is part of a formative assessment system in
which teachers identify learning goals, provide students feedback, and then plan instruction
based on students' errors and misconceptions.
Common Core State Standards (CCSS)
The Common Core State Standards, often referred to as “Common Core” are a set of educational
standards that describe what students should know and be able to do in English language arts and
math in each grade from kindergarten through 12th grade. California is among the more than 40
states that have adopted them in an effort to establish clear, consistent educational standards
across state lines. California students will begin to take standardized tests measuring their
knowledge of the Common Core in spring 2015.
Content Standards
Standards that describe what students should know and be able to do in core academic subjects at
each grade level. New K-12 academic content standards were adopted by California in 1997.
Because they are technically "voluntary," school districts may vary widely in the extent to which
they have aligned their curriculum and teaching strategies to the new state standards. (See
performance standards and standards-based reform.)
Core Academic Standards
The basic academic standards that are assessed in the statewide testing system for K-12 public
schools in California. They include English language arts, mathematics, science, and
history/social science. The state's public universities include foreign languages and
visual/performing arts as well as the subjects listed above in their core entrance requirements.
Core Curriculum
The body of knowledge that all students are expected to learn in the subjects of English,
mathematics, history/social science and science
Corrective Action
A plan to improve low-performing schools. Under the federal No Child Left Behind Act
(NCLB), when a school or school district does not make adequate yearly progress (AYP), the
state will place it under a corrective action plan. That plan includes resources to improve
teaching, administration, or curriculum. If failure continues, then the state has increased authority
to make any necessary additional changes to ensure improvement.
Credentialing/Teacher Preparation
A process, implemented by the state Commission on Teaching Credentialing (CTC), to certify
that teachers are well prepared to enter the classroom. Most candidates must have earned a
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bachelor's degree in a non-education major, passed the California Basic Educational Skills Test
(CBEST), and demonstrated subject-matter competence by either passing approved college
courses or the state's subject-matter exam. In addition, they must complete graduate coursework
that includes classroom study and student teaching. At the end of this time, the candidate earns a
Preliminary Credential, after which time the teacher has five years to earn the Professional Clear
Credential by completing additional professional coursework. There are alternative routes to
earning a credential, such as internship programs. (See emergency permit.)
Curriculum
The courses of study offered by a school or district. California has developed a set of standards
that are intended to guide curriculum and instruction. The state also approves K-8 textbooks that
reflect those standards. The ultimate decisions regarding school curriculum, however, are the
responsibility of the local school board.
Curriculum Frameworks
The blueprint for schools to use to implement the state-adopted content standards. In California,
State Curriculum Frameworks are developed by the Curriculum Development and Supplemental
Materials Commission, an advisory group, and adopted by the State Board of Education.
D
Disaggregated Data
The presentation of data broken into segments, for example test scores for students from various
ethnic groups instead of in the aggregate, for the entire student population. Often test data is
broken into groups of students who are economically disadvantaged, from racial or ethnic
minority groups, have disabilities, or have limited English fluency, thereby allowing parents and
teachers to see how each student group is performing in a school.
District Parent Advisory Committee (DPAC)
An organization made up of the chairperson and co-chairperson from each of the Title I schools
within a school district and central office Title I personnel. A DPAC policy is written at the
beginning of each school year which includes the philosophy of the organization and the meeting
dates and topics for parental programs
Dropout
A grade 7-12 student who left school prior to completing the school year and had not returned by
Information Day (a day in October when students throughout the state and counted and
enrollment is determined). Students are not considered dropouts if they receive a General
Education Development (GED) or California High School Proficiency Examination (CHSPE)
certificate, transfer to another high school or to a college, move out of the United States, are
suspended or sick that day, or will be enrolling late.
Dropout Rate
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California uses two approaches for determining the number of students who drop out of high
school. The one-year dropout rate is calculated using enrollment data submitted by school
districts and simply indicates how many students in grades 7-12 districts reported as dropouts in
a given year. The four-year derived dropout rate is an estimate of the percent of students who
would drop out between ninth and 12th grade based on data collected for a single year.
E
Early Assessment Program (EAP)
Begun in 2004, the Early Assessment Program (EAP) was developed through a partnership
between the California State University (CSU), the California Department of Education, and the
California State Board of Education. High school juniors whose schools participate in EAP can
choose to take expanded versions of CSTs in English language arts (including an essay) and
math (Algebra II and Summative High School Mathematics CSTs only) to determine their
college readiness. The results are used by the CSU system to exempt students from college
placement tests or let students know that they need additional preparation during their senior
year. Growing numbers of California Community Colleges grant such exemptions as well.
Economically disadvantaged
A student who is a member of a household that meets the income eligibility guidelines for free or
reduced-price school meals (less than or equal to 185% of Federal Poverty Guidelines)
Economic Impact Aid (EIA)
State categorical funds for districts with concentrations of children who are transient, from lowincome families, or need to learn English.
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)
The principal federal law affecting K-12 education. The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) is
the most recent reauthorization of the ESEA. Originally enacted in 1965 as part of the War on
Poverty, ESEA was created to support the education of the country's poorest children and that
remains its overarching purpose. Congress must reauthorize it every six years. Each
reauthorization of ESEA has made some changes, but NCLB was the most dramatic revision of
the act since its creation. Its provisions represent a significant change in the federal government's
influence in public schools and districts throughout the United States, particularly in terms of
assessment and teacher quality.
Emergency Permit
In California, a one-year permit issued to people entering the teaching profession who have not
completed some of the legal requirements for a credential. Generally, the intent is that the person
will enroll in and complete an approved teacher preparation program. Emergency permit holders
must have a college degree, pass the California Basic Educational Skills Test (CBEST), and have
some subject-matter knowledge. The permit allows the person to work only in the hiring district.
(See credentialing/teacher preparation.)
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English Language Acquisition Program (ELAP)
A state program, along with the English Language and Intensive Literacy Program (ELILP), that
funds selected schools to provide supplemental instruction, purchase special materials, and offer
other services for English learners to improve their English language proficiency and literacy.
English Language and Intensive Literacy Program (ELILP)
A state program, along with the English Language Acquisition Program (ELAP), that funds
selected schools to provide supplemental instruction, purchase special materials, and offer other
services for English learners to improve their English proficiency and literacy.
English Language Learner (ELL)
See English learner (EL).
English Learner (EL)
Students whose home language is not English and who qualify for extra help. EL students were
formerly known as "Limited English Proficient" (LEP). (See CELDT and FEP.)
English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC)
The purpose of the ELAC is to advise the principal and school staff on programs and services for
English learners and the SSC on the development of the Single School Plan for Student
Achievement.
English Mainstreaming
The practice of putting English learners in regular classrooms with no plan for translation or
extra help. They are "mainstreamed." It is also known as "inclusion."
Enrollment
A count of the students enrolled in each school and district on a given day in October. This is
different from Average Daily Attendance (ADA), which is the average number of students who
attended school over the course of the year. The number of pupils enrolled in the school is
usually larger than the ADA due to factors such as students moving, dropping out, or staying
home because of illness.
Expenditures Per Pupil
The amount of money spent on education by a school district or the state, divided by the number
of students educated. For most purposes in California, the number of students is determined by
average daily attendance (ADA). (See revenues per pupil.)
F
Fluent English Proficient (FEP)
A designation that means a student is no longer considered as part of a school's English learner
(EL) population.
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Formative Assessment
Any form of assessment used by an educator to evaluate students' knowledge and understanding
of particular content and then to adjust instructional practices accordingly toward improving
student achievement in that area. (See assessment.)
Free/Reduced Price Meals
A federal program to provide food-typically lunch and/or breakfast-for students from lowincome families. The number of students participating in the National School Lunch Program is
increasingly being used as a way to measure the poverty level of a school or district population.
The number of children in this program can affect schools' or districts' eligibility for grants or
other funding aimed at helping lower-income families.
G
Graduation Rate
There are two approaches for determining the number of students who earned high school
diplomas. One approach takes the number of graduates and divides it by graduates plus dropouts
over the last four years. This method can overestimate the graduate rate because local schools
often under-report the number of students who drop out. A second graduation rate calculation
divides the number of graduates by the ninth-grade enrollment four years prior. This method can
underestimate the graduation rate in part because it does not account for students who graduated
early, moved, or took alternative paths such as passing the California High School Proficiency
Exam.
H
Hero
Hero is a software platform that uses an in–browser web app and a mobile app to allow K–12
schools to capture a record of anything that happens on their campus, and take actions like
assigning discipline, granting PBIS points, creating referrals, and printing passes.
High School Exit Exam (HSEE)
See California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE).
Highly Qualified Teacher
According to the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), a teacher who has obtained full state
teacher certification or has passed the state teacher licensing examination and holds a license to
teach in the state; holds a minimum of a bachelor's degree; and has demonstrated subject area
competence in each of the academic subjects in which the teacher teaches.
I
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Inclusion
The practice of placing students with disabilities in regular classrooms. Also known as
mainstreaming.
Individualized Education Program (IEP)
A plan developed for a specific student that outlines what that student needs to learn in a
specified period of time and what special services need to be provided based on the student's
ability. Special Education students have IEPs that sometimes require exemptions from tests or
accommodations for testing such as an exam in Braille.
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
A reauthorization in 1977 of the federal Education For All Handicapped Children Act of 1975.
This law guarantees children with exceptional needs a free and appropriate public education and
requires that each child's education be determined on an individual basis and designed to meet
his or her unique needs in the least restrictive environment. It also establishes procedural rights
for parents and children.
Intervention Programs
In general, programs that provide extra support and resources to help improve student or school
performance. In California, under the state's Public Schools Accountability Act (PSAA), schools
that do not meet Academic Performance Index (API) growth targets within 12 months of
implementation of an improvement plan are subject to local interventions such as the
reassignment of school personnel, negotiation of site-specific amendments to collective
bargaining agreements, or other changes deemed appropriate. Schools that do not meet growth
targets or demonstrate "significant growth" within 24 months of implementation will be subject
to state actions.
L
Limited English Proficiency (LEP)
See English learner.
Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP)
A key accountability requirement of the state’s Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF), the
LCAP is a three-year plan, which every district must create and update annually with input from
the community. The LCAP is intended to explain how the district will use state funds to improve
educational outcomes for all students based on eight state priorities, with special attention to
high-needs student who received additional money. The State Board of Education approved a
template for the LCAP in January 2014. For more information, please see our Local Control
Funding Formula Guide.
Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF)
Signed into law on July 1, 2013, the Local Control Funding Formula, also known as LCFF,
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overhauls California's school finance system, replacing "revenue limits" and most "categorical
funds" with a per-pupil base grant plus additional money for high-needs (low income, English
learner, and foster youth) students. For more information about the new funding formula, please
see our Local Control Funding Formula Guide.
Local Education Agency (LEA)
A public board of education or other public authority within a state that maintains administrative
control of public elementary or secondary schools in a city, county, township, school district, or
other political subdivision of a state. School districts and county offices of education are both
LEAs. Sometimes charter schools function as LEAs.
M
Marine Science Academy (MSA)
Academy that prepares students for the rigors of a four-year university science and/or physical
geography program, with a special emphasis on marine related issues, technology and career
opportunities.
Mainstreaming
The practice of placing students with disabilities in regular classrooms. It is also known as
"inclusion." (See English mainstreaming.)
Multiple Measures
An approach that relies on more than one indicator to measure a student's academic strengths and
weaknesses. Measures can include grades, teacher comments, collected samples of a student's
work, and standardized test scores. Similarly, multiple measures can be used to evaluate school
and school district performance. These might include students' standardized test scores,
graduation rates, and dropout rates.
N
National Board Certification
A certificate, awarded by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards, attesting that
a teacher possesses the skills and knowledge of accomplished teaching and meets the National
Board standards. To earn a certificate, the teacher must complete a rigorous two-part assessment.
The candidate must build a portfolio that provides evidence of good teaching practice. Portfolios
include videotapes of classroom teaching, lesson plans, student work samples, and selfevaluative essays. In addition, a candidate participates in a day-long evaluation of his or her
knowledge of curriculum design, good teaching practice, assessment of student learning, and
subject matter. The two-step process takes approximately one academic year, and most
candidates spend about 120 hours on assessment activities.
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National School Lunch Program
A federal program to provide food-typically lunch and/or breakfast-for students from lowincome families. The number of students participating in this free/reduced price meal program is
increasingly being used as a way to measure the poverty level of a school or district population.
The number of children in this program can affect schools' or districts' eligibility for grants or
other funding aimed at helping lower-income families.
NCLB Title I
A federal program that provides funds for educationally disadvantaged students, including the
children of migrant workers. Funding is based on the number of low-income children in a school,
generally those eligible for the free/reduced price meals program. Title I is intended to
supplement, not replace, state and district funds. The funds are distributed to school districts,
which make allocations to eligible schools according to criteria in the federal law. Schools
receiving Title I monies are supposed to involve parents in deciding how those funds are spent
and in reviewing progress. Title I used to be called Chapter One. Part A provides basic grants for
school improvement, while Part B focuses on helping schools improve their reading programs.
Parts C through I provide funding for a variety of purposes, including advanced placement
programs and dropout prevention. (See No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), Schoolwide
Programs, and Targeted Assistance Programs (TAPs).)
NCLB Title II
A section of the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) that provides funding to prepare,
train, and recruit high-quality teachers and principals. It also includes grants to integrate
technology into the classroom.
NCLB Title III
A section of the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) that provides funding for language
instruction for English learner (EL) and immigrant students. This funding is on top of any Title I
funding a school might receive. It includes specific assessment and parent notification
requirements.
No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB)
The 2002 reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). Originally
passed in 1965, ESEA programs provide much of the federal funding for K-12 schools. NCLB's
provisions represent a significant change in the federal government's influence in public schools
and districts throughout the United States, particularly in terms of assessment, accountability,
and teacher quality. It increases the federal focus on the achievement of disadvantaged pupils,
including English learners and students who live in poverty, provides funding for "innovative
programs" such as charter schools, and supports the right of parents to transfer their children to a
different school if their school is low-performing or unsafe.
Norm-Referenced Assessment
An assessment in which an individual or group's performance is compared to a larger group.
Usually the larger group is representative of the cross-section of all U.S. students. (See
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Nationally Normed Assessment.)
P
Performance Assessment
A test that requires students to generate a response to a question rather than choose it from a set
of possible answers provided for them. Examples of performance assessments (also sometimes
referred to as alternative or authentic assessment) include essay questions, portfolios, and
demonstrations. (See Assessment.)
Portfolio Assessment
A collection of various samples of a student's work. A student portfolio assessment can include
writing samples, examples of how the student solved mathematical problems, results of scientific
experiments, etc. The evaluation of this work, typically done by a classroom teacher, can be
conducted systematically based on established content and performance standards. (See
assessment.)
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) is based on a problem-solving model
and aims to prevent inappropriate behavior through teaching and reinforcing appropriate
behaviors. PBIS is a process that is consistent with the core principles of RTI. Similar to RTI,
PBIS offers a range of interventions that are systematically applied to students based on their
demonstrated level of need, and addresses the role of the environment as it applies to
development and improvement of behavior problems.
PowerSchool
Is a fully integrated, web-based, cross-platform Student Information system used by the district.
PowerTeacher
The student information system used by the teachers within the district for tracking attendance,
accessing student information, submitting log entries, and access to GradeBook.
Professional Development
Programs that allow teachers or administrators to acquire the knowledge and skills they need to
perform their jobs successfully. Often these programs are aimed at veteran teachers to help them
update their skills and knowledge. Researchers have found that effective professional
development focuses on academic content and requires adequate time, resources, and working
conditions. Examples in California are the University of California (UC) Professional
Development Institutes and Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program. (See
Principal Training Program.)
Professional Learning Community (PLC)
A group of educators that meets regularly, shares expertise, and works collaboratively to
improve teaching skills and the academic performance of students. The term is also applied to
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schools or teaching faculties that use small-group collaboration as a form of professional
development.
Proficiency
Mastery or ability to do something at grade-level. In California, students take California
Standards Tests (CSTs) and receive scores that range from "far below basic" to "advanced." The
state goal is for all students to score at "proficient" or "advanced."
Program Improvement
An intervention under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). Schools and districts that receive
federal Title I funds enter Program Improvement when-for two years in a row-they do not make
adequate yearly progress (AYP) toward the goal of having all students become proficient in
English language arts and mathematics by 2013-14. Each state, with federal approval, sets
measurements of what is considered AYP each year. Once a school makes AYP for two years in
a row, it can leave Program Improvement. NCLB lists a series of increasingly serious
interventions for schools that remain in Program Improvement.
R
Response to intervention (RTI) — a method designed to identify and provide early, effective
assistance to children who are having difficulty learning: Tier 1 students need extra help
understanding the core curriculum, Tier 2 students consistently showing a discrepancy between
their current level of performance and the expected level of performance, and Tier 3 students
need even more support
Revenues Per Pupil
The total amount of revenues from all sources allocated to K-12 education, divided by the
number of students as determined, most often, by average daily attendance (ADA). The formula
for revenues per pupil is based on the amount budgeted by the state rather than on what is
actually spent by districts and the state to provide services. (See Expenditures Per Pupil.)
S
SAT
A test administered by the national College Board and widely used throughout the country as a
college entrance examination. National and state averages of scores from the SAT I Reasoning
Test (formerly called the Scholastic Aptitude Test) are published annually. In California, the
University of California system uses an index of SAT I and SAT II (math, English, and a third
subject that a student chooses) test scores plus a student's grade point average for admission to its
campuses for freshmen. The SAT I is also required for some students seeking admission to the
California State University System.
School Accountability Report Card (SARC)
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An annual report on specified aspects of a school's operation, which is required as part of
Proposition 98. Other state legislation and the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) also
require SARCs. (See Propositions 98 and 111.)
School Board
A locally elected group, usually between three and seven members, who set fiscal, personnel,
instructional, and student-related policies. The number of board members relates to the size of
the district. A school district governing board also provides direction for the district, hires and
fires the district superintendent, and approves the budget and contracts with employee unions. By
law, every school district in California is governed by a locally elected school board.
School District
A local education agency directed by an elected local board of education that exists primarily to
operate public schools. In California, there are three types of school districts: elementary, high
school, and unified. An elementary district is generally kindergarten through eighth grade (K-8);
high school is generally grades 9 through 12; unified is kindergarten through 12th grade (K-12).
School Improvement Program (SIP)
A plan for an improved education program developed by a school site council composed of staff,
parents, and students (high schools only). Initiated in the late 1970s, SIP programs are in the vast
majority of California schools. SIP is one of the few categorical programs that provides
discretionary money directly to schools. Typical uses are for instructional aides, classroom
materials, technology, and staff development.
School Parent Advisory Committee (SPAC)
Parent group that advises the principal and the SSC on the design, implementation and
monitoring of Title I programs and the day to day, broader structures of the school. Parent
Members are elected by parents of pupils at the school. Parents must constitute a majority of the
membership and the committee should include broad representation of the student population
served by the school.
School Site Council
Parents, students (high schools only), teachers, and other staff selected by their peers to prepare a
school improvement plan and to assist in seeing that the planned activities are carried out and
evaluated. Such a council is required when a school receives funding for a School Improvement
Program (SIP) or through Title I.
Schoolwide Programs
A program that uses Title I money to support comprehensive school improvement efforts and to
help all students, particularly low-achieving and at-risk students, meet state standards at
particular schools. To qualify as a Title I schoolwide program, at least 40% of a school's students
must be considered low income. Schoolwide programs can provide Title I services and support
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to all of the children in the school, regardless of income level. Schoolwide programs have more
flexibility than targeted assistance programs (TAPs) when using Title I funds. For example,
schools operating schoolwide programs can combine Title I funds with other federal, state, and
local funding to finance a more comprehensive approach to improving student achievement.
Scientifically Based Research
Research that involves the application of rigorous, systematic, and objective procedures to obtain
reliable and valid knowledge relevant to educational activities and programs.
Sheltered English Immersion
An approach to learning English that features instruction in English for students who are at least
intermediate speakers of English. Teachers use specific techniques to make the subject
understandable to those still learning English.
Significant Subgroup
A group of students based on ethnicity, poverty, English learner status, and Special Education
designation. Under both California and federal accountability rules, various data must be
reported for significant subgroups of students. To be considered "significant," a subgroup must
include either 100 students or a smaller number if they represent at least 15% of the overall
school population. For the state's Academic Performance Index (API), the smaller number is 30.
Under the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), the smaller number is 50.
Single Plan for Student Achievement
A required plan for schools that participate in any state or federal program included in the state's
consolidated application. The plan, which is developed by the school site council, must describe
how the school will spend the funds received through the consolidated application to improve
student achievement. The school district governing board must review and approve the plan.
This replaced the disparate plans required for some state and federal programs.
Socioeconomically Disadvantaged
Students whose parents do not have a high school diploma or who participate in the free/reduced
price meal program because of low family income.
Special Education
Programs to identify and meet the educational needs of children with emotional, learning, or
physical disabilities. Federal law requires that all children with disabilities be provided a free and
appropriate education according to an Individualized Education Program (IEP) from infancy
until 21 years of age.
Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA)
A regional group for purposes of administering Special Education services effectively and
efficiently. Districts are organized into SELPAs; some are countywide, a single large district, or
part of a district; and some combine several smaller districts.
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Specialist Credential
A credential required for those who teach reading, Special Education, or instruction of English
learners.
Standardized Test
A test that is in the same format for all takers. It often relies heavily or exclusively on multiplechoice questions. The testing conditions-including instructions, time limits, and scoring rubricsare the same for all students, though sometimes accommodations on time limits and instructions
are made for disabled students. Reporting of scores to parents, students, or schools is the same.
The procedures used for creating the test and analyzing the test results are standardized.
Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program
A statewide testing system that was enacted in 1997 and required the State Board of Education to
select one nationally published test for second- through 11th-grade public school students and to
publicize school district and state scores on the Internet in July every year. STAR now has three
elements: 1) California Standards Tests (CSTs), which are based on the state's academic content
standards; 2) California Achievement Tests, Sixth Edition Survey (CAT/6), a nationally normed,
standardized, multiple-choice, basic-skills test that is given only to third and seventh graders; and
3) Aprenda 3, La prueba de logros en espaol, Tercera edicin, a norm-referenced test that is
administered to Spanish-speaking English learners who have been in school in the United States
fewer than 12 months when tested or who were receiving instruction in Spanish regardless of
how long they have been in school in the United States.
Standards
Degrees or levels of achievement. The "standards movement" began as an informal effort grown
out of a concern that American students were not learning enough and that American schools did
not have a rigorous curriculum. The U.S. Congress adopted this concept more formally with its
1994 reauthorization of the federal Title I program. See also Content Standards and Performance
Standards.
Stanford-9 (SAT-9)
A test, also called the SAT-9, that is officially known as the "Stanford Achievement Test, Ninth
Edition Form T" and is published by Harcourt Brace Educational Measurement. It is a
standardized, nationally normed, multiple-choice test that measures basic skills in math, reading
English, and other areas. The Stanford-9 was adopted by California in 1997 for a five-year
period as its statewide student performance test in grades 2-11. It was replaced by the CAT/6 in
2003. (See Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program.)
Supplemental Services (under NCLB)
Additional learning opportunities, such as tutoring services, that must be provided to students
from low-income families who are attending schools that have not met annual performance goals
for two years in a row under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). Parents can choose the
appropriate services for their child from a list of approved providers. The school district pays for
the services. (See Adequate Yearly Progress.)
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T
Teacher Peer Assistance and Review Program (PAR)
A law, enacted in March 1999, that encourages designated consulting teachers to assist as well as
be involved in the performance evaluation of their peers. Each district develops implementation
details of the program through their collective bargaining process. The local program is overseen
by a joint teacher-administrator peer review panel, which selects consulting teachers for the
program and makes recommendations to the school board about participants in the program.
U
University of California (UC) System
The most selective of three public systems for postsecondary education in California. Those
three systems include: two-year community colleges, the four-year California State University
(CSU) system, and the most selective University of California (UC) system.

406

