January 2016

The Bulldog Reporter
Inside this issue:
Page 2: Discover the changes coming to the
SAT.
Page 3: Read about a new club at CHS and their
first competition.
Page 4: Learn about a club that donates shoes to
the needy.
Page 4:View this inspirational picture by Kyla
Chasalow.
Page 5: Dive into the details of this year’s swim
team.
Ethan Hatke pictured on far right.

CHS Swim Pays Homage to Ethan Hatke
By: Veena Prakriya
The same words come up over and over when remembering
Ethan Hatke: Ethan’s smile. Senior, Monica Khar explains, “He
always had a smile on his face. He was so nice and so smart.
He never had a complaint.”
Ethan Hatke graduated from CHS in 2014. He was studying
engineering at Virginia Tech, and it seems he never went a
day without impressing someone. Ethan was strong in every
sense -- funny, kindhearted, intelligent. On December 29,
2015, he collapsed during swimming practice, and passed
away shortly after.

Continued on page 7

And the Winner Is…
By: Skyler Rossi

Who’s blonde, musically inclined, knows a whole lot about history,
and was just nominated as the governor’s educator of the year? You
guessed it, Mr. Jeffrey Parkinson.
The Governor’s Educator of the Year Award is a title given to one
high-achieving teacher every school year. Students, parents, and
faculty members write letters nominating the teacher they feel has
impacted their lives the most. This year, that teacher is social studContinued on page 2
ies teacher Mr. Parkinson.
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Parkinson...Continued from page 1
To know that I have had a positive effect on the community of Central High School, even in a small way,
makes me feel wonderful,” said Mr. Parkinson.
A letter was sent out by the school to inspire the community to recommend teachers. Along with their quality and dedication as an educator, teachers are nominated based on their “superior ability to inspire students of all backgrounds and abilities to learn,” their
“respect and admiration of students, parents, and
colleagues,” and their “strong ability to foster excellence in education as evidenced by ongoing contributions to the improvement of student learning and the
learning environment.”

director of Marching Black and Gold and the advisor
of Ping Pong Club. He has also played in the pit orchestra during the school musical five times in the
past, and will be playing again during this year’s production.
He advises his students to “never stop learning, be
passionate about something, and, most importantly,
question everything.”
Congratulations, Mr. Parkinson!

“I have always tried to get my students to think criti-

cally about the world around them. For me, this is the
value of history. It is philosophy with examples,” said
Mr. Parkinson.
Mr. Parkinson has been a high school history teacher
for nine years. “High school students force you as a
teacher to really know your stuff, which I absolutely
love,” he said.
Besides teaching his World History Honors and AP
US History classes, Mr. Parkinson is the assistant

The SAT: A New
Hope?

With the penalty for wrong answers
eliminated, students should feel more
comfortable guessing on questions they
By: Ruth Wyckoff
are unsure of, rather than omitting
them altogether. They even have a
The era of the old SAT has finally
greater likelihood of guessing correctly,
come to an end. Now we can only remi- since the number of options on multinisce about nights spent sweating over
ple choice problems has gone down
practice tests, laboring over vocabulary from 5 to 4.
flashcards, and urgently memorizing
formulae.
In terms of content, it appears testmakers have developed a refreshing new
Well, not entirely. We may have
strategy -- test what students are learnreached the end of an era, but what
ing. According to Ned Johnson, who
does that mean for the next group of
founded tutoring service PrepMatters,
test-takers? Students will be pleased to “The new SAT will align better with
know that the new exam is designed to what kids are learning in school.”
have “no more mysteries”. According
to The College Board, questions are
Sample reading and writing problems
fashioned to be more straightforward,
released by the College Board show the
and closer to the construction of the
emphasis moving away from memorizaACT. Blissfully, there will no longer be tion and towards interpretations of
a penalty for guessing incorrectly.
texts, and the understanding of words in
context. Essentially, there will be a lot
Previously, the scores were calculated
more reading, followed by questions
using the following formula: (number of that focus on the grammar, style, and
correct answers - ¼ the number of
vocabulary that the author uses. Stuwrong answers) + the number of correct dents will be expected to provide evianswers on open ended questions
dence from the passage to defend their
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responses.
The math section will also focus on
reading skills as word problems replace
equation based problems. We must
also say goodbye to geometry, which is
expected to play a much smaller role.
Tedious questions on heptagons and
octangles are finally going out of style,
with more algebra taking its place.
Unfortunately for Hopewell test-takers,
the new exam will include more questions covering trigonometry, a course
which is no longer taught at CHS. The
content from this subset of mathematics
is included in the second half of the
Pre-Calculus course, which could pose
timing problems for students in a different class during testing season.
Finally, the essay question. Like the
ACT, the essay will be optional on the
new exam. Students planning on writing
will most likely be faced with analyzing
a passage and using specific examples to
identify how the author forms and supports their argument.
Good luck test-takers!
The Bulldog Reporter

Poetry Out Loud Club
Makes Its Debut

rience with Poetry Out Loud from her previous position, the two collaborated on bringing the club to
fruition.

By: Reinah Bauer
The first annual Hopewell Valley Poetry Out Loud
competition took place in the Media Center on Friday, January 8, determining the school’s representative, Junior Skyler Rossi, who will move on to the
regional competition. Out of the 21 students competing, Rossi emerged from the final round as the champion, followed by second place winner Sophomore
Lily Nong and third place winner Sophomore Lucas
Carsky-Wilson.

From left to right: Ms. Theresa Solomon, Claire King,
Sydney Malone, and Ms. Katherine Henderson.

From left to right: Lily Nong, Skyler Rossi, and Lucas
Carsky-Wilson

Poetry Out Loud is a national competition in which
high school students choose poetry from the online
anthology to memorize, and then practice performing
the text. They are scored for physical presence, voice
and articulation, dramatic appropriateness, evidence
of understanding, overall performance, and accuracy
of recitation. The winner of each school competition
moves on to the regionals, whose winner advances to
the state competition. The state representatives gather together for a national competition in Washington
DC and compete for a chance to win up to $20,000.

The Hopewell competition was structured in two
rounds. All 21 competitors performed in the first,
with acts separated by brief musical performances
from student band, Finite Funk (Seniors Cecily Mills,
Zac Fetcher, and Luke Nash), to allow for judge deliberation. The judge panel included Ms. Johanna
Claps, Mr. Andrew Paull, Ms. Rebecca Lewark, Ms.
Sara Graja, Ms. Kristen Bruning, and Ms. Theresa
Solomon. After the second round, the winners were
announced.
For all of the participants, the Poetry Out Loud club
was a new experience. First place winner Rossi said
that initially she was “a bit uncertain at the thought of
recitation” but she signed up anyway, because she
says that “being a good speaker is a necessary life
skill.” Rossi also noted that “the fact that it was professional poetry” rather than her own, “made it a
good atmosphere for [her] to face her fears.”
The students prepared through a lot of practice,
which, for Rossi, meant frequently filming herself and
then watching the videos, critiquing herself, and adjusting her performance. The club practiced together,
and some students got a feel for performance by
sharing their selected poems at the Student Council’s
Poetry Night in November.

Hopewell’s Poetry Out Loud club is led by English
teachers Ms. Katherine Henderson and Ms. Theresa
Solomon. Sydney Malone, and Claire King, juniors
and participants in the recent competition, both
brought the idea of the club to Ms. Solomon last
year, prompting her to delve deeper into the details
Ms. Henderson and Ms. Solomon say that they hope
of the competition. When Ms. Henderson joined the to continue the Poetry Out Loud club for years to
English department this year, bringing personal expe- come.
The Bulldog Reporter
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Tartaglia said. “It’s simple really, if you have shoes
that are too small or that you don’t want anymore,
just drop them off in the boxes. Every pair of shoes
By: Zaid Meer
counts, and it helps declutter your closets. It’s a winFor those who haven’t noticed, a shoe drive has been win situation.”
an ongoing collection at CHS since the start of the
2015-16 school year. The drive is part of the mission All donations go to Shoebox Recycling, a foundation
the club is partnered with. Shoebox Recycling is a for
of the newly formed Shoe Recycling Club. Spanish
profit organization that collects shoes and donates
teacher Ms. Elyssa Swern is the advisor and Junior
them to over 150 communities all over the world. It
Gianna Tartaglia is the student leader. The main
goal of the shoe drive is to collect shoes to donate to also helps keep millions of shoes from piling up in
landfills, which takes years to decompose there.
communities all over the world who are in need of
shoes. In addition, for every pound of shoes donated,
50 cents will go to a charity of choice, adding a fund- Although she has no collection goal in mind, Tarraising aspect as well.
taglia hopes that “the shoe drive will be a success,
and it will continue for several years in the Hopewell
The Shoe Recycling Club, formed in the Fall 2015,
community.”
sorts and packs the shoes once the boxes located
around the school are filled. Tartaglia says this is a
New members are always welcome. Come to meetgreat opportunity to earn some community service
ings during school, or email Gianna Tartaglia at
hours.
giannatartaglia@hvrsd.org.

Soles for Souls

“The biggest way you can help is to donate shoes,”

By: Kyla Chasalow
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Hopewell Swims to Victory
By Sophia Stivala
The swim team is doing a great job this year
and has been working as hard as ever. With
only two more meets left in the season, they
have been giving it their all.

The girls’ 2015-16 swim team record was 6-4.
Mrs. Stanley, English teacher and swim coach,
stated that the last two meets will be against
powerful teams. The record is constantly changing.
When asked how she thought the team did as a
whole, Mrs. Julie Stanley stated “The girls impress me every year with their great work ethic
and commitment to the team and the program.
This year has been no different. I have seen a
ton of improvement in the swimmers both in
meets and in practices.”

The record for the boy’s team was 6-3-1. Mr.
Vincent Illuminate, the boys’ swim coach, says
that, as a team, they are doing very well. There
are 15 boys on the team, and the captains are
Tim Gronet, Jack Heinzel, Ryne Blagg, and Jack
On the topic of the County Tournament, she
Downey.
said, “I’m hoping to see some of the girls finish
Tim Gronet, senior and swim captain, said the
hopefully top 6 or at least top 12 in the county
team did really well, having immense motivation
events. Some swimmers to watch are Eliza Bell,
and going full-out during the meets. The boys’
Monica Khare, Maya Naphade, and Olivia Koswim team has welcomed many new members
chis.”
this year, including numerous freshmen, who aid
the team tremendously. The team was able to tie The preliminaries are January 28th, and the finals are January 30th.
Lawrence this year, a feat that has previously
escaped them.
Senior Blair Shields, one of five swim captains,
was interviewed on being part of the swim team.
When asked about how he thinks the team will
She has had a lot of fun being part of the swim
do in the Mercer County Tournament, Gronet
team this way, and has been swimming on the
said, “I think the team will do much better this
HVCHS team for three years. Depending on her
year at Counties than we have in the previous
college decision, she wants to continue swimyear. Last year we had to build up our team
again after we lost about seven seniors. We did ming competitively.
not have many guys on the team last year. This Overall, both teams are continuing to improve
year, our numbers are higher and our swimmers and have had enjoyable seasons. Keep it up,
have improved. I think we could be in the top six guys!
at the tournament this year if we go fast
enough.” Next year, Gronet will be attending
Tufts University and will continue to swim competitively.
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Star Wars:
The Force
Awakens
By: Grady Meyer

Immediately after watching The Force Awakens, I began a draft of my review this way:

looking pretty good.
How does Abrams achieve this? Shrewdly, he
gives the audience exactly what they want.
Tired of the politics of the prequels? Abrams
doesn’t spend any time on establishing who’s
who, opting to throw the viewer right into the
middle of the action with (spoilers follow) a
Rebel hero who is about to be captured tasking a droid with delivering a very important
message. (Hm… that sounds familiar.) There
are also space battles involving X-wings! And -stop me if you’ve heard this one -- a gigantic,
floating sphere with the power to destroy
planets and the word “Star” in its name.
In other words, in Force there is everything
you saw in Episodes IV-VI, and none of I-III.
This tendency to avoid any connection to the
prequels runs into some problems. I mentioned earlier that this movie avoids any politics, and the result of that is a loss of some
coherence. The viewer never quite understands the relationship between the Republic,
the Resistance and the Empire-esque First
Order. Sure, the First Order falls into the
Imperial slot, but its origins are murky. Is it
the remnants of the Empire as we saw it in
Episode IV? Is it a totally different group that
takes after that image? There’s even less coherence on the Light Side. The Resistance
falls into the Rebel slot as well, but what is the
Republic’s relation to it? Details are sparse.

The problem facing Abrams was this: how do
you explain such complex party relations
without delving into politics? He slices
through this particular Gordian Knot with a
simple fix; halfway through the movie, he has
the Starkiller base wipe out the heart of the
Later, after reflecting on it with the benefit of Republic with its super weapon -- a move
hindsight, I shifted the movie down a bit in my which kills two birds with one stone. Not only
does it take the Republic entirely out of the
ranking, to the second best ‘Star Wars’ film
equation, but it also creates a parallel to the
ever made. But my initial reaction is illustradestruction of Alderaan in A New Hope.
tive. Force is a manipulative, thrilling movie,
While this dramatic plot development creates
and you come out of it energized, enthused,
some new problems (with the Republic gone,
hungry for more, even if your impression is
where is the Resistance getting its funding?
knocked down a peg when you reflect with a
Why does the Republic appear to own only a
cooler head.
handful of planets?) but all told, it adequately
solves the problem of having to delve too
The Force Awakens is the new “Star Wars”
deep into politics.
movie, the start of a new trilogy, directed by
J.J Abrams. But of course you’ve heard this;
Even if the movie does lean a bit too heavily
you’d have to live in complete exile on Nepon the crux of the original trilogy, it has its
tune (only the farthest planet from the sun
strong points, and, despite its lack of originaliwould suffice) to have not heard about this
movie. As of December 18, when The Force ty, is an excellent film. This is because the
Awakens came out, the final movie trailer had movie makes almost no other mistakes. Production-wise, it’s well-handled, in no small
over 70,000,000 views on YouTube.
part because of the characters and the acting,
both of which being top-notch. The whole cast
In it’s opening weekend alone, the movie
earned $517 million worldwide. All this hype deserves kudos; there is no bad acting in this
has to be taken into account in evaluating the movie, even among minor characters. However, certain actors particularly deserve recognimovie, because hype has a way of ruining
tion; Daisy Ridley (in her first big screen role)
things. It artificially raises expectations to
and John Boyega may not be big movie stars
heights that can’t possibly be fulfilled, no
(not yet, anyway), but they play their complex
matter the quality of the end product. Even
roles very convincingly. All of the actors from
after these knocks, the movie still comes out

“Put simply, The Force Awakens is the best
‘Star Wars’ film ever made. No need to
amend that statement with any “buts” or
“excepts”; it is simply the perfect “Star Wars”
film.”
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the original trilogy deserve credit as well, playing roles which show that their acting capability and depth hasn’t diminished with age.
This is the first ‘Star Wars’ movie to combine
good acting and good characters. The heroes
of this film are strong and virtuous enough to
root for, but also flawed enough to be interesting. Take Daisy Ridley’s character, Rey, for
example. She’s tough on the outside, and is a
sure survivor and a fighter. She’s serious, with
an all-business personality -- but that’s only on
the exterior. Inside, Rey feels more vulnerability than she shows, and is constantly torn
between learning more about her shadowy
past, or abandoning her origins to escape the
pain such revelations may bring.
John Boyega’s character, Finn, is another
example. He is a Stormtrooper, raised from
birth as a mere ID number: FN-2187. He
grew up with no other purpose except to fight
and kill Rebels. Then, one day, he sees a
fellow Stormtrooper die before his own eyes
and is turned off from the Imperial cause. He
then defects to the Rebels by helping a celebrated Rebel pilot escape from Starkiller base,
and adopts a new name: Finn, inspired by the
FN portion of his original identification. Finn
is anything but a simple character.
The greatest evidence of Force’s nuanced
acting, though, is the way the characters we
already know from the original trilogy are
depicted. The Rebels of the original trilogy
were brave, and unwavering about the odds of
success and the nobility of their cause, to the
extent that some might call them naïve. But
Force is set years later, and those Rebels are
much older. They’ve seen more of life, and
how this has affected them varies among the
characters. Princess Leia has grown more
stoic, and remains a general in the Resistance.
Luke Skywalker on the other hand disappeared into his own self-imposed exile shortly
after the destruction of the second Death Star,
much like his mentor did before him, until
the next hope can emerge. Han Solo has
become disillusioned with the Resistance
altogether, and has gone back into the smuggling business.
So how does The Force Awakens rank in the
overall Star Wars pantheon? Well, it performs impressively. Not only does it overcome the prequels, it also outshines most of
the original trilogy, namely, Episodes IV and
VI. Episode VII comes in at second, just
behind the brilliant Episode V. It may not be
the best ‘Star Wars’ film ever made, but it’s
not far from that. And for many fans, I think
that will be more than enough.
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Hatke...Continued from page 1

to us after the meet, ask us questions,
congratulate us. He was the nicest
teammate.”

Coach Nami continues, “Ethan will never be forgotten. He had such a confound impact on everyone with his
Through and through, Ethan displayed
infectious smile, great work ethic. It was the kindest aspects of humanity. He
remarkable what he could accomplish
was truly a friend to all.
in 19 years. He left us all in awe.”
The swim team remembers Ethan every
day by working as hard as they can.
They give it their all, the same way
Ethan did. They are a family, with ties
that flow throughout the Hopewell
community.

Senior Maya Naphade describes him
simply. “He was the greatest teammate
and friend, and he’ll be dearly missed.”

Senior and swim captain Tim Gronet
says, “People say that we memorialize
those who have passed, but he really
was just fantastic. No one could say
anything bad about him and he wouldn’t say an ill word about anyone else.”

No matter where you look, or who you
Jack Heinzel, a junior on the boys’ swim ask, Ethan was an amazing friend. He
team, remembers from his freshman
worked hard every day to be the best
year, “None of the seniors would talk to he could be.
us, besides Ethan. He would come up

Hoval DECA
Dominates Regionals

am, and the role play. The written exam is taken
several weeks prior to the role play. In the role
play, students are presented with a real-life business/marketing problem and given 10 minutes to
prepare a solution and present it to the judge.
By: Anais Hou
Contestants’ overall scores are determined by
both the written exam and role plays. The top 12
overall scores within an event advance to the
Looking to enter into the world of business?
From Food Marketing to Hospitality and Tourism, state level competition. This year about 25 students from Hopewell progressed to states.
Hopewell Valley has got it down.
On Friday January 8, the marketing students of
Hopewell Valley attended the Regional DECA
Competition at Kean University. DECA is a competitive event that tests students’ public speaking
skills as well as their ability to deal with actual
business situations. It provides real life simulations that prepare entrepreneurs and leaders for
their future in marketing, finance, and management and administration. DECA includes a wide
range of contest categories for students to
choose from, including Business Law and Ethics,
Hotel and Lodging Management, Human Resources, Retail Merchandising, and more. Approximately 70 students from CHS were present
at the competition this year.
Within each event, participants must complete
two sections of the competition: the written exThe Bulldog Reporter

Sophomore Anyi Qian who placed first in the Human Resources event was asked about her experience in the competition and said, “ DECA was a
very positive experience because it forced me to
think quickly and develop problem solving skills
to deal with the task at hand. I was nervous at
first when preparing my responses and waiting
to present to the judges, but it really was fun,
and I'm definitely looking forward to states! I'm
glad to have participated in DECA this year and
definitely encourage anyone else interested in it
to take marketing if they can.”
The entrepreneurs and business leaders of CHS
look forward to competing at the DECA State
Competition in February. Good luck Hopewell!
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Science League Starts Year Off with a Bang
By Sophia Lo
Do you love science and competition? If so, join Science Club! The Science Club hosts various activities
such as creating and performing experiments as well as participating in competitions. One of these competitions is Science League which begins this January and will be held through April.
Science League is a series of four tests in the field of science including biology, chemistry, physics, earth
science, and environmental science. Higher exam levels are offered for students in AP classes. Students
competing in Science League take the test corresponding to their respective science class they are currently
taking.
Each exam consists of either 25 or
50 multiple choice questions, and
students have one hour to complete
them. After the hour is over, students
are given snacks by the host school
while the tests are graded. Once the
four tests are taken, the scores are
totaled, and the schools as well as the
individuals with the highest scores
are given plaques. By simply taking
three out of the four exams, students
can earn a certificate.

Top Row (from left to right): Daniel Lee, Catherine Zhang, Anyi Qian, Scott
Kim, Kenny Shaw, Jack Heinzel, and Matt Slaza.

When asked about what she enjoys
Bottom Row (from left to right): Katherine Li, Nicole Wei, Grace Warznak
the most during Science League,
Kira Shaw, and Aneta Sieminski.
sophomore Catherine Zhang said,
“I like that we get to meet students from other schools and test our knowledge in subjects without actually
affecting our grades (the donuts afterwards don't hurt either). A lot of the topics that the Science League
tests cover overlap with what we're studying in our classes, so it's a really great way to study and prepare
for school tests while simultaneously competing against other schools.”

The dates for Science League are January 14, February 11, March 10, and April 14. Students who wish to
participate must submit permission slips to the club’s advisor, science teacher Ms. Karen Lucci, and can
meet after school to travel to other high schools to take the test.
Aside from Science League, the Science Club also plans to register for competitions run by NASA and
ASME, and conduct other experiments. The Science Club has performed numerous experiments in the past,
such as designing buildings out of spaghetti and marshmallows to withstand an earthquake simulator. Club
meetings are in Room 408 on Fridays after school. All are welcome to join!
Page 8
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Virtual Reality: More
Real Than Ever
By Brian Rentsch
For those of us who dream of someday becoming Iron
Man and freely soaring through baby-blue skies in our own
robotic suits of armor, that dream may soon come to fruition.
That's not to say that the world's superhero enthusiasts
have managed to develop a functional Iron Man suit -they're still working on that -- but in the meantime, we may
be able to experience the thrills of flying and other impossible scenarios through new breakthroughs in virtual reality
technology.
Virtual reality, or simply "VR", is nothing new. Since the
1950s, the concept of donning high-tech headgear to enter
virtual worlds has been widely popularized within science
fiction media. The term "virtual reality" first emerged in the
80s, and it was during this time that VR technology became
more than a mere hobbyist's interest, and stumbled into the
realm of a commercially viable product.

manufacturer HTC is developing its own headset called the
HTC Vive in collaboration with video game developer
Valve Software. The Vive seems set to compete with the
Rift by providing similar features, in addition to full 360
degree room-scaling, which not only tracks the wearer's
head position but also their position in the entire room
around them, allowing for free movement in virtual spaces.
Google too, has its own brand of VR headset, called
Google Cardboard, which is literally made out of a couple
lenses, magnets, rubber bands and cardboard, and can cost
as low as $5. The headset has no display, and instead requires you to slide your smartphone into a front pocket to
act as a screen and motion tracker. It only works with certain
apps and its motion tracking is rudimentary, but it still creates a 3D effect and is a remarkably inexpensive introduction to VR.
A similar device, called the Gear VR, is being produced
by Samsung in partnership with Oculus, and requires one of
the latest Samsung phones to be inserted into the front for
use. It's more expensive, clocking in at $99, but sports builtin head tracking while Google Cardboard relies solely on the
phone inserted into it for all motion detection.
Thanks to Sony, virtual reality is even returning to the
home console video game sector after historical flops such
as Nintendo's Virtual Boy and Atari's Jaguar VR headset
disillusioned consumers in the 90s. Sony is currently working on Playstation VR, a motion tracking headset of comparable quality to the Rift and the Vive that will be compatible
exclusively with Sony's Playstation 4 video game console
and have its own set of exclusive games to go with it. It
might be missing a futuristic-sounding, one-syllable name,
but at the same time the device will reportedly be cheaper
than its competitors.

The first virtual reality head-mounted display was created
in the late 1960s, but was neither realistic nor practical to
use and was not sold at retail; the only virtual environment
for the viewer to interact with was a bland wire-frame room,
and the headset was so heavy, it had to be suspended from
the ceiling in order to be comfortably worn. Any application
of VR technology that proceeded this headset was similarly
experimental until the 80s and early 90s, in which numerous
prominent video game companies began to explore virtual
reality and attempt to capitalize on its futuristic appeal.
After virtual reality's tumultuous history, 2016 seems to be
These products, however, were far too ambitious for the
time period and rarely functioned well. In this early stage of the year of high-end VR. Oculus opened pre-orders for the
Rift earlier this month, with the product set to ship at the end
VR, affordable technology was simply not sophisticated
of March, while Vive pre-orders open late February.
enough to create realistic virtual experiences.
Playstation VR currently has no pre-order or release date,
Now, decades later, it's a different story. As time has
but is said to be coming by the end of the year.

progressed since the emergence of VR, technology has
improved dramatically and companies are ready to take
full advantage of virtual reality's untapped potential. No
longer hindered by exorbitantly high costs and low quality graphics, we've seen significant developments in VR
technology since the first prototype of the Oculus Rift
VR headset was unveiled in 2012. After years of development, the Rift stands today as a high-end virtual reality
headset built for PCs, which tracks all of the user's head
movements, features optical lens to provide a 90 degree
horizontal field of view, and uses two high-fidelity
OLED displays, one for each eye, with refresh rates of
90hz each to provide realistic graphical detail without
motion blur. The Rift also features built-in headphones to
provide real time 3D audio effects, and will support a
bevy of exclusive video games that take advantage of its
unique capabilities. The Oculus Rift can be considered
the first of a recent flock of modern virtual reality headmounted displays that will soon be coming to retail.

While virtual reality has historically been focused on video games, VR devices can be used for much more than that.
Tech demos for the technology have included interactive
tours of breathtaking locations such as Mt. Everest, and museums have even used virtual reality simulations to take
visitors inside famous paintings. One VR program lets artists draw in 3D space, which may inspire a new art form of
'sculpture drawing'. VR is even being used to treat anxiety
disorders and phobias, most notably including PTSD among
veteran soldiers. This treatment is reportedly more effective
than traditional cognitive behavior therapy, and comes at a
fraction of the cost.
The future of virtual reality is an exciting one, whether
you're a gamer or not, and the surge of VR in 2016 could
inspire future revolutionary technologies for all to enjoy.
And of course, we're one step closer to living our own Iron
Man fantasies.

With such advanced technology, today's VR industry is
growing fast -- Oculus VR as a company was even bought
by Facebook for a cool $2 billion in 2014. But the virtual
reality industry extends far beyond Oculus; smartphone
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Beta Psi Class
Inducted into
National Honors
Society

character, scholarship, leadership,
and service -- by NHS Co-Advisors
Ms. Selena Carrigan and Ms. Johanna Claps. All inductees then
pledged to uphold the beliefs of
the National Honor Society.

Next, the induction process began
as Ms. Carrigan and Ms. Claps welcomed the new members. InducOn January 9th, the National Hon- tees were called onto the stage in
ors Society (NHS) Induction Cerepairs, where they each signed their
mony was held in the performing
names in the NHS register, shook
arts center for the 126 students in hands with Principal Michael Daher,
the Beta Psi Class. NHS is an organ- and received ceremonial ropes and
ization created to recognize stua certificate. After the induction,
dents who actively display leader- guest speaker Mr. Michael Markulec
ship, character, scholarship, and
spoke on the importance of serservice in their everyday lives.
vice. The ceremony concluded with
Ms. Carrigan and Ms. Claps chalThe ceremony began with the Cer- lenging the new members to conemonial Rite. Senior Christopher
tinue showing excellence far into
Pham, Vice President of Hopewell’s the future.
chapter of the NHS, conducted the
“Lighting of the Torch” before
President Gujar and Vice President
yielding center-stage to his fellow Pham said they were happy that
senior NHS officers, who gave
the event went smoothly and at a
speeches regarding the ideals of
good pace. Both welcomed the
the organization: Secretary Abigail new inductees, with positive expecWaugh on “Character”, Tutor Chair tations for the future. The pair
Charles Turi on “Scholarship”, Pres- heavily emphasized the responsiident Ketaki Gujar on “Leadership”, bilities of members -- new and old.
and Service Chair Emily Ahmad on Ketaki and Chris agreed that the
“Service.”
most essential job of NHS members is to continue to exemplify the
The orations were followed by an
characteristics valued by the Socie“Introduction” led by President Gu- ty, with Ketaki stressing that a Najar, which led into speeches on the tional Honor Society member
Four Qualities of Membership -By: Julianne D’Avirro Humphrey
and Joyce Huang

should not simply achieve the bare
minimum expected of them, but
seek to excel in all aspects encompassing service, scholarship, leadership, and character.
When asked to give advice for the
new inductees, Chris and Ketaki
mentioned the importance of commitment, such as meeting the requirements for service hours and
grades.
“It’s important to attend meetings
and to be an active member in the
community,” said Chris. “I also
hope that the members of NHS will
take advantage of the tutoring opportunities.”
As President and Vice President of
the Hopewell chapter of the NHS,
Ketaki Gujar and Chris Pham have
displayed exemplary character by
not only running the induction ceremony, but by also spearheading
the management of the organization here at CHS.
Concluding the interview, Ketaki
stated, “Being an officer is an enormous responsibility; however, being a part of NHS is a great learning experience,”.
Congratulations to all members of
the 2016 Beta Psi Class, and good
luck to those who will participate in

Answers from last month’s Sudoku:
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Shark Tank Project Makes a
Huge Splash

together a business plan and a memorable
presentation.”

The success of the project is a model for other
high schools. Although this is only the second
year the school has done it, Hopewell’s version
The time is ticking for all the half year classes at of Shark Tank has been a huge success. The proCHS. With only a week left, teachers are begin- ject allows students to apply what they have
ning to give out their final exams. The Entrepre- learned in their Entrepreneurship course while
neurship and Small Business Management
staying engaged and excited about the results. It
Class’s exam looks a little something like the hit brings together the community too, through the
TV show Shark Tank.
business volunteer mentors.
For those who haven’t seen the show, small
“My pleasure in this endeavor is to witness the
business owners pitch their product and ideas to students develop confidence in themselves and
a panel of “sharks” (possible investors in the
their awareness that they now have the tools to
owner’s company). Much like the show, students present their ideas to the sharks. This is a lifein the Entrepreneurship class create a business
time skill and it is a winner,” said Ms. Patricia
or a product in groups of three or four and pitch Delehey, who was responsible for enlisting the
it to a panel of sharks.
support of all the volunteer mentors.

By: Skyler Rossi

What makes this project unique is that outside
business owners from the community assist each
group with their business plans and presentations. The panel of sharks are also volunteers
from local businesses. Each class competes for
the winning spot.

“My favorite part of this program is seeing the
creative minds of the students light up with excitement about the project. It is amazing to
watch the development of their ideas and what
the project becomes once it is finished and presented,” said Ms. Morgan.

This year, the corporate mentors aiding students
through this process were Greg Somjen
It is truly one of a kind.
(architect), Kevin Mahoney (founder of Find
Tape), Joe Infante (co-founder of Dynamic Strategies Inc.), Larry Pragers (Entrepreneur/ Angel
Investor), Niko Antonellos (founder of Sidekicks), Scott Weintraub (co-founder of HRM
Healthcare Marketing/ Professor at Rutgers),
Anita Zinsmeister (president of Dale Carnegie
Marketing), Megan Jones (NJ Business Events
Company/ Advertising Commercial Art Program), Karla Pollack (co-founder of Principal
Business Solutions), R.J. Lewis (Healthcare Solutions), Mike Tusay (Certified Public Accountant), Kristy Bruce (Criminal Lawyer), Joe Scandariato (Industrial Kitchens/ Rotary Governor
President), Laura Karnoff (Certified Public Accountant/ Rita’s in Pennington owner), Chris
Murphy (The Front Porch owner), and Sean
Devlin (founder of Front Rush).
“The mentors are a tremendous benefit to all the
students,” said Ms. Tracy Morgan, the business
teacher in charge of the Shark Tank project.
“They provide diverse experience, advice, real
world examples of successes and failures, and
recommendations to the teams in order to put

The Bulldog Reporter

Some sharks making their decisions.
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“Humans of Hopewell” Photo contest results:

1st Place:
Tyler Brunstein, Grade 12
The Builder: Mike
“How did you get into racing cars?”
“A buddy of mine was selling his car,
so a friend and I bought it. We figured,
hey, to heck we’ll take turns driving it!
We got the car all done up over the
winter, and after one race, he handed
me the keys and that was that. Ever
since, I’ve been driving and he’s been
fixing.”

2nd Place:
Evan Bregenzer, Grade 10

3rd Place:
Megan Lako, Grade 10
Boy with a hoodie on, looking at me.
“If you could give one piece of advise, what
would it be?”
“Stay curious...for yourself.”

Eye Picture
“In this society, I am just a regular, I’m nothing special, I feel…
I feel boring. I know you’re not
supposed to let others impact
your life, but I’m not confident
in who I am. I’m just that
‘regular’”
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