The Eagle’s Nest
All Mitchell County Schools Exceed Expectations!
By: Christy Wray, Curriculum Director
For the third year in a row, all schools in the Mitchell County School System have made Adequate Yearly
Progress (AYP)! Based on the released data from Georgia’s 2010 AYP reports, only 43 of the state’s 192
school systems had 100% of their schools make AYP. The Mitchell County School System is proud to be
a part of the 22.4% of schools systems with this outstanding distinction. Also, it is important to mention
that only 40.88% of the high schools in Georgia made AYP, with Mitchell County High School being one
of them! This achievement would not have been possible without the diligent efforts of our dedicated
stakeholders: students, teachers, staff, parents, and administrators. Everyone working together toward the
goal of student achievement is evident everywhere you look. In classrooms all across the system, students
are engaged in learning, excelling in standards-based classrooms, incorporating technology into their daily
lessons, and meeting/exceeding standards at a higher rate based on state and national comparisons.
Academic rigor and achievement have increased due to the focus of the administrative staff on assessing
students’ and teachers’ needs and addressing those needs with the use of research-based best practices.
Continued page 2...

Reading Across America

Orlando Padilla

By: Pam Taylor
Congratulations to Orlando Padilla, a 7th grader at Mitchell County Middle
School. Orlando has already met the Reading Across the Curriculum standard
that states a student will read a minimum of 25 books or 1 million words per year
across subject areas. Orlando has read 1,014,689 words so far and is still reading!
Be on the look out for these avid readers as well: Alyssa Weston, Camryn
McGregor, Kembriel Caison, Vanessa Santillan, and Leah Rojas who have
already read more than 1/2 million words! Twenty-eight students enjoyed a
pizza party for reading 250,000 words or more for the first nine weeks.
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Kenbriel Caison, A’Ishah Hundley, Latressa Holmes,
Miya Reese with Mr. Rodney Bullard enjoy their pizza.

Shaikeria Hill, Victoria Holton, Keaundra Jones,
Brantley Crosby, Sha’toreauna Baylon, Kayla
Lawrence, Monquie Williams, Tonisha Williams

Mitchell Middle Named As a Breakthrough School
Recently, Mitchell Middle School was named as a Breakthrough Middle School for the state of Georgia.
This honor, which has bestowed by the Georgia Association of Secondary School Principals, is the highest
honor a middle school can earn through the GASSP organization. Members of GASSP met to honor
Mitchell Middle School at the Jekyll Island Club on Jekyll Island on November 7, 2010.
“Mitchell Middle School was one of 13 schools identified this year by GASSP as
one of the best middle schools in the state,” stated Dr. Joe Hutcheson, Middle
School Coordinator for GASSP. “The Georgia Association of Secondary School
Principals is an affiliate of the National Association of Secondary School
Principals. Our organization looks to identify schools throughout the nation that
embody best-practices for our students and schools that get results. I am proud
that we identified schools throughout the state that represent a true cross-section of
Georgia.”
Left: MCMS Principal Rodney Bullard with Dr. Joe Hutcheson

Come out to a game!

The next issue of the
Eagle’s Nest will come out
February 1, 2011.
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All Mitchell County Schools Exceed Expectations continued from page 1
Taking a look back to where we have been and where we are going is important to continue to make progress. In 2005, the dropout rate for
Grades 9-12 was 8%, post-secondary enrollment was 26.2%, and the high school graduation rate was 54.4%. By 2010, the dropout rate had
decreased significantly from 8% to about 2%, the post-secondary enrollment had increased to 73.6%, and the high school graduation rate
increased from 54.5% to 87.9%.
There has also been a dramatic improvement in overall student achievement, based on the Criterion Referenced Competency Test (CRCT) and
the Georgia High School Graduation Test (GHSGT). In 2005, Reading/English Language Arts scores on the CRCT showed 76.1% to 85.5%
of students meeting/exceeding standards. By 2010, all elementary and middle schools had a meet/exceed rate on the Reading/English
Language Arts portion of the CRCT between 88.7% and 100%, with over half of the grade levels tested having a meet/exceed rate above 93%.
In 2004-2005, the year prior to the creation of the Freshman Academy, the high school passing percentages for the GHSGT were: 86% in
Mathematics, 89% in ELA, 48% in Science, and 72% in Social Studies. In 2005-2006, the Freshman Academy was established and goals were
set to improve the academic achievement levels of our first class of Freshman Academy students. In 2007-2008, that first class of Freshman
Academy students became Juniors, took the11th grade GHSGT, and exceeded our expectations! The passing percentages for this group of
students were: 98% in Mathematics, 98% in ELA, 98% in Science, and 100% in Social Studies. Mitchell County High school ranked 48th out
of 361 schools on Georgia’s High School Graduation Test!
As a result of the progress made, the Mitchell County School System has been recognized at both the state
and national level on many occasions. The Mitchell County School System achieved full SACS-CASI
Accreditation in 2009. There were only 63 school districts in the United States to receive the system-wide
SACS-CASI Accreditation. In 2008, State Superintendent of Schools Kathy Cox officially named Georgia’s
four Title I Distinguished Districts and National Title I Distinguished Schools at the State Board of
Education meeting, with Mitchell County School System receiving the award for Most Distinguished Small
District in Georgia. South Mitchell County Elementary School received the award for Distinguished Title I
School for 12 consecutive years in AYP. North Mitchell County Elementary School had 100% of an entire
grade level of students earn meet/exceed scores on the CRCT in 2009-2010. In addition to 100% of their 5th
grade students meeting/exceeding on the CRCT, NMCES also had 99% of their 3 rd grade students meet/
exceed in Reading on the CRCT. Mitchell County Middle School was one of 17 schools honored in Atlanta
by the State Board of Education and State Superintendent. The Middle School was recently recognized by
the GASSP with the “Breakthrough Schools” Award, the highest honor a middle school can earn through the
GASSP organization. MCMS was also recognized as a GLISI Success Case in 2010 because of the dramatic
improvements made since 2005, from a Needs Improvement-8 Status to meeting AYP for the past three
consecutive years. Mitchell County High School was chosen from about 18,000 schools by U.S. News &
World Report as a national Bronze Medal school in 2008 and 2009. In 2009, Georgia’s State School
Superintendent Cox selected the high school for the Distinguished Achievement Award for most improved
EOCT scores in Economics (1st in the state) and Biology (8th in the state) and Georgia’s Governor Perdue
awarded the high school with the distinction of State AA high school winner for the Governor’s Trophy for
SAT Score Improvement in 2007.
Issues pertaining to our high poverty rate and 95% Economically Disadvantaged enrollment were not used as
excuses to fail, but as opportunities to find ways to succeed. The truly inspiring fact is that many of our
graduates, who had previously only dreamed of graduating high school and going on to college, are now
attending universities all across the country. This all became possible because the Mitchell County School
System is meeting and exceeding our goal of “Bridging the Gap” and accepted the challenge to help all
students succeed.

SMCES Second Grade Field Trip to Albany Fun Park
By: Katie Haynes
Second grade students learned in Mrs.
Lesonia Wingate’s Science class that
using pushes and pulls would help them
see a change in speed and direction.
They worked on Science standard
S2P3. To understand this, students went
bowling at Fun Park in Albany on
October 29. The students enjoyed
having a hands-on activity to help them
master their standard.

The Eagle’s Nest is the
official newspaper for the Mitchell
County School System.
All articles for publication in this
newsletter should be electronically
submitted to the school media
specialist by the 15th of each month.
Visit us on-line at
http://mitchell.schooldesk.net
Produced by:
Ruth Lee,
Public Relations Coordinator
Ruth_lee@mitchell.k12.ga.us
Special thanks to everyone who
contributed and who helped proof
this issue.
It is the policy of the Mitchell
County School System not to
discriminate on the basis of race,
color, sex, religion, national origin,
age, or disability in any employment
practice, educational program, or
any other program, activity or
service.
Abbreviations:
South Mitchell Co. Elem. (SMCES)
(formerly Mitchell Co. Primary)
North Mitchell Co. Elem. (NMCES)
(formerly Walker-Inman Elem.)
Mitchell Middle (MCMS)
Mitchell Co. High (MCHS)
Mitchell Co. School System (MCSS)
Parents, if you do not wish for your
child’s picture to be placed in the
newsletter or on the MCSS web
site, please go to the Central Office
to sign a waiver form.
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SMCES STUDENTS CELEBRATE
VETERANS DAY
By: R. Kennedy
Students in Mr. Richard Kennedy’s class at SMCES celebrated
Veterans Day. First, the students learned about the meaning of the
holiday by watching a video. Following the viewing of the video, the
students made cards in honor of the holiday. The cards were designed
to look like the American flag and will be sent to troops currently
fighting overseas. “This is a holiday that I look forward to every year. My father was a Vietnam War
veteran; he passed away eleven years ago, so this day is very personal and important to me.” said Mr. Kennedy

Pumpkins, Pumpkins,
So Many Pumpkins!!!
By: Jill Grimmett
The kindergarten classes at South Mitchell County
Elementary had an enjoyable day of learning about
pumpkins at Mark’s Melon Patch in Sasser, GA. The
students went on a hayride where they toured the
pumpkin patch and received lots of information about the
different kinds of pumpkins and how they grow. The
students saw BIG pumpkins, little pumpkins, gourds and
even “Ghost” pumpkins! There were pumpkins everywhere! The students received a small
pumpkin to take home. After returning to school, students wrote about what they had learned.
The students at SMCES had an enjoyable time learning about pumpkins at “Mark’s Melon Patch.”

Let’s Graph It with M&M’s
By: Tiffiany Simmons
Mrs. T. Simmons’ 1st grade class enjoyed making bar
graphs using M&M’s. The task was for the students to
organize and record data using objects, tally marks,
and interpret tally marks and bar graphs. Students
sorted, used hands on experiences, read a tally table,
made a bar graph, and used problem solving strategies
to make the M&M graph. After the lesson, students
enjoyed the delicious M&M’s provided by Mrs. Simmons.

SMCES Students Learn About “Earth Features”
Students at South Mitchell County Elementary School, in Mrs. P Davis’ fifth grade class, are learning about “Earth Features.” They are
identifying surface features of the Earth caused by constructive and destructive processes. Their task was to make a poster or a model of one
of the features of the Earth. They were asked to choose one of these two features, volcanoes or earthquakes; they could also do Earth’s layers.
The task also included writing a paper explaining their project. Most of the students chose volcanoes. Their next step was to make the
volcano erupt. Teachers and students enjoyed watching the participants explain their project and making the volcano erupt. The students
really enjoyed doing the research on how to make a volcano; there were several different kinds.
The first place winners
(for volcanoes) were
Harr y and V icki
Nguyen, and Cornelius
Frazier and Anthony
McIntyre. The first
place winner for a
poster on Earth layers
went to Adrionna
Kimbrough.
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NMCES Celebrates Patriotic Day/Annual Thanksgiving Luncheon
By: Katrina Spence-NMCES Front Desk Receptionist/American Legion Auxiliary Unit 518
Students, faculty, and staff at North Mitchell County Elementary School celebrated Patriotic Day and had our
“Annual Thanksgiving Dinner” on November 11, 2010. What a perfect time to have our luncheon on the
same day as Veterans Day. Our school was decorated with red, white and blue colors, as well as fall colors
throughout the school. Special guests invited on this festive day included the
retired teachers and veterans from our local post. The gym was set up for our
guests for the luncheon. Four tables had centerpieces with a patriotic
arrangement. The retired teachers table was arranged with fall leaves, flowers,
and a turkey centerpiece. NMCES Ambassadors, under the direction of Keith
Hose, Assistant Principal, performed their rendition of “America” for the
guests.
With Veterans Day right around the corner, I wanted to come up with ideas to show our veterans that they were and would always be
remembered. After pondering for days, the decision was made, with the approval of NMCES Principal Jacquelyn White, that students in
kindergarten and first grade adopt a veteran for the remaining time that they are at the elementary school. Students pulled names from a hat and
wrote letters to the person chosen. Three main questions asked were: (1) When is your birthday? (2) What is your favorite color? (3) What is
your address? Hopefully, each child will receive a letter back and be able to respond. Second and Third grade students signed a card that was
given to Post 518, in Camilla. Fourth and Fifth grade students signed a card that was given to Post 141, in Camilla. Our mission is to show our
retired veterans that we remember them and love them along with our military men and women who are active. We want to also let them know
that they are truly thought about often, not only on Veterans Day, but also on Memorial Day and the Fourth of July. A response to each child
will start a relationship that can last four to five years. On the school level, this project helps our children learn how to enhance their reading,
writing, and spelling skills. Socially, it teaches our children how to share and care for others.
To all active military/Veterans who have a child at NMCES, please call the school @ 229-336-2118 or send your name and address to Katrina
Spence @ 15815 Hwy 93, Baconton, GA 31716 or katrina_thomas@mitchell.k12.ga.us.

Third Graders Study
Idioms at NMCES
By: Frederic Richter
Third graders at NMCES recently studied idioms
and figurative language. One activity that they did
was to take an index card and divide it in half.

On one side they drew what the
idiom implied. On the other side
they wrote out a sentence or two for
what the idiom really meant.
Students found this activity
interesting and funny.

Third Graders Multiply
By: J. Mullins
Third graders at North Mitchell County Elementary recently started multiplication and division. They participated in an activity in which they
used toothpicks to construct arrays. The students glued toothpicks on index cards in parallel columns which represented the avenues in the
town. The horizontal toothpicks represented streaks. The number of stoplights in the town are placed at each intersection. The intersection is
where the avenues and intersections cross each other. Can you find the number of stoplights? (PRODUCT)
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NMCES Parents in Action
By: Dr. Karen Davis
NMCES Kindergarten students love for parents to come for a visit. However, when the parents arrive, we don't just
let them sit in the corner. We put them to work. What a great motivator for students to see their parents participating
in the learning process. We have parents help with art projects, help make flash cards, and read us stories. If you are a
parent and want to make a difference in your child's life, come on down to NMCES. But be ready to work! You and
the students will both have a wonderful experience.

NMCES Students Are Experimenting With Soil!
By: Ms. J. Thomas
Third grade students at North Mitchell County Elementary School are learning all about soil
and what it is used for. They have learned that soil is a natural resource and it is useful to us
everyday by nurturing our crops that we need for food and clothing. They also learned the
three types of soils (sand, clay, and loam) and the three layers (topsoil, subsoil, and bedrock).
In this experiment, they investigated clay, sand and loam and investigated the color of each
and the texture of them. The students used the magnifying glass to see the tiny bits of rock
that sand is made out of and what organisms live in it. Using a magnifying glass, the
students saw closely what these soils were
made of and what lived in them.

Arnisha Moore

Mondarius Butler

Using Household
Items to Teach!
By: Dr. Karen Davis

Mrs. Selena Montgomery's
Kindergarten students at NMCES are
learning in a variety of ways. The
students wrote letters and words in
shaving cream for an ELA lesson.
They also counted peas for math. Mrs.
Montgomery sent these ideas home to
show the parents how easy it is to teach the standard using items they can find around the house.
Jaden Sanders
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2010 Special Education Parent Survey Report
By: Gordina Porter
During the 2009-2010 school year, parents of students receiving special education services across the State of Georgia, were given survey forms
to complete and send back to the GA Department of Education. Parents were asked to rate their satisfaction of special education services from
very strongly agree to very strongly disagree. In Mitchell County, 29% of parents completed and returned surveys. Parents were asked various
questions from services available to support from parents. In efforts to increase parent participation and satisfaction in services, the MCSS
Office of Program for Exceptional Children and Parent Mentor will conduct Parent Educational trainings for parents of students receiving
special educational services. Trainings will be conducted system-wide for parents with students receiving services in grades K - 12. More
information about training dates and time will be made available.

Third Graders Visit Okefenokee Swamp
On November 12, 2010, North Mitchell County Elementary School’s third
graders in Ms. J. Thomas, Ms. Mullins, and Mrs. Richter classes visited
Okefenokee Swamp Park in Waycross, GA. Students arrived before 6:30 a.m. to
get on the bus. When we arrived at the swamp, the students cheered. Some of the
highlights were:
 We saw Oscar (1,025 lb. gator).
 A tour through the park aboard the train highlighted the plants, animals,
disasters (fire and drought) and habitats
found in a swamp.
 Students saw a presentation about
snakes and gators. Some children and adults
actually held a snake and gator.
 We viewed living black bears, otters and
vultures.
 We saw cattails, bald cypress, pond cypress,
palmettos, and catkins on trees.
 Several museums were viewed.
 The park was decorated with Christmas lights.
Unfortunately, the boat ride was cancelled due to low rainfall. Finally, we returned at
5:00 p.m. with a bus load of excited, well-informed, students.

MCMS Students Learn About Physical
and Chemical Changes
By: Lu Bullard
The 8th grade students at Mitchell County Middle School have been learning
about physical and chemical changes in Physical Science. The science students
in Ms. Bullard's and Mrs. Noriega's classes have been conducting different
experiments to help identify the differences in physical and chemical changes.
Their labs have been correlated to GPS S8P1. This standard relates to the nature
of matter. The students have enjoyed participating in other labs related to the
four states of matter and the Periodic Table as well.
Right: Raymond Singleton, Ashley Potts, and Donterius McIntyre participate
in science labs as they study physical and chemical changes in Ms. L. Bullard's
8th Grade Physical Science classroom.
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S.M.C.E.S. Studied About Community Helpers
By: Kimberly Davis
During the month of November, the Pre-K students of S.M.C.E.S. studied about community helpers. The
Mitchell County Fire Department visited and talked to the students about fire safety and what they should do
if their house is on fire. They told students to get low and crawl out of the house and when they get out, stay
out; do not go back in for anything. They were told to stop, drop and roll if our clothes should catch on
fire. The EMT's also visited and told us the importance of 911; we also got a chance to see the inside of the
ambulance. We learned a lot about community helpers and enjoyed their visits.

SMCES Students Present at November Board
Meeting
Students from South Mitchell County Elementary School participated at the Mitchell County
Board Of Education Meeting on November 16, 2010. DreKuawn Daniels led the Pledge of
Allegiance. Yasmine Thomas and Lance Robinson explained to board members what they are
learning in third grade. Lance discussed the Greeks and Romans. Yasmine discussed the steps of
division. These students are in Mrs. T. Thomas third grade class. Social studies is taught by Mrs.
Sandra Tinsley.
Left: DreKuawn Daniels, Yasmine Thomas and Lance Robinson

Thanksgiving Time with Friends
South Mitchell County Elementary School
Thanksgiving is a special holiday for many people around the world, especially for classes within the school setting. Cooking is one activity
that enhances social skills. Mrs. L. Silas’ and Mrs. T. Thomas’ third grade students participated in a classroom cooking activity by making
“Friendship Soup.” Each student was asked to bring in a canned good to contribute to the pot. As the soup simmered, they watched a video
entitled, “The First Thanksgiving.” They also discussed
the parts of a recipe and the importance of knowing how
to read and follow
the recipe as well.
Once the soup was
done, the students
ate it, along with
delicious peanut
butter and jelly
sandwiches.
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SMCES Wild About Giving
On Thursday, November 18, students at South Mitchell County Elementary School held a dedication
service for Operation Christmas Child. Students brought monetary donations to help fill shoe boxes with
lots of Christmas gifts. The boxes were sent over to children in living in areas of poverty and war.
Students watched a short video about how Operation Christmas Child began. The video explained how
the boxes were shipped to other countries and the effort it takes from many volunteers to give of their
time and money. They heard testimonies from parents of children in other countries who received boxes
and how it changed their lives.
Rev. Rick Williams, Pastor of First
Baptist Church in Camilla, spoke to
students and explained to them how blessed they are and how their giving
would be a blessing to others around the world that are less fortunate. He
told students that we have lots of things that we take for granted. He pulled a
bottle of water, pop corn, and candy bar from a bag. He told students that the
items from the bag were things that others around the world don’t have.
Students were told that they should love and share.
Mrs. L. Wingate, coordinator of this event, called students down from each
grade to place gift boxes around the globe. She told a story of a little girl
who received a box and how it changed her life forever because the girl was
eventually adopted by the couple that sent the box. A group of fourth and
fifth grade students performed a pantomime to the song “Light the
Candle” (a traditional song performed each year at this event).

Mitchell Middle FFA
By: F. Maze, Advisor
Officers 2010-2011: President- Tyreek Brown, Vice President- Joshua King, Secretary- Arabia Wimberly, Treasurer- Kelsee Broadway,
Reporter- Tymara Pace, Sentinel- Allen Brown, Advisor- Ms. F. Maze
Mitchell Middle FFA Chapter is off to a great start! On October 12, we
attended FFA Day @ the GA National Fair.
L-R: Courtney Brinkley, D’Antonyia Sessions, Osheaunna Ross, Juanita
Holmes, and Victoria Holton.
Right: Tyreek Brown, MMFFA President, represented our chapter during
FFA Day at the GA National Fair in Perry, GA.

Congratulations to the following MMFFA
members who competed in various career
development events.
Right: Shantika Bell- Floral Design
Left: Antonia Jones- FFA Quiz

Academics play a major role in being a part of MMFFA. Over half of our members
attended the 1st Nine Weeks Pass Party! Congratulations and keep up the great work!
Left: D’Antonyia Sessions, Tymara Pace, Terrance Bryant, Tristan Goodman (back)
Right: Quondarius Williams.
Upcoming Events: Discovery Conference on December 3-4, 2010; FFA Christmas Social on December 15.
Mitchell Middle FFA Swine Show Team is seeking sponsors. Donations will be used to purchase show supplies and feed. Please make checks
payable to Mitchell Middle FFA Chapter.
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“MCMS THE PERFECT SEASON”
By: Coach Cornellius Frazier
The Mitchell County Middle School Lady Eagles Basketball Team has
begun their journey to having another undefeated season. The Lady
Eagles are coming off the most impressive season in school history.
With an unblemished record consisting of 17 wins, 0 defeats, and two
first place trophies, the Lady Eagles were never challenged. They
dominated every opponent from the opening tip until the final buzzer.
Lead by a very talented group of eighth grade girls, the Lady Eagles
proved to be in a league of their own. Many of those same eighth grade
girls will be competing for starting positions on the varsity squad.
So, with a team that lost four of five starters and over 80% of their
scoring from the previous season, the question is, how will the “NEW
LOOK” Mitchell County Middle School Lady Eagles respond? Well for
starters, the Lady Eagles began their season with an impressive victory
over their fiercest rival, the Pelham Hornets. They upended a very
talented Hornet squad 50-26. They followed that game up with a gritty
come from behind victory over the Early County Bobcats. The Lady
Eagles trailed at halftime with a score of 11-5. Playing their worst half
of basketball in quite a while, the determined team rallied behind a
barrage of three point shots led by eighth grader Antonia Jones. When
the final buzzer sounded, the Lady Eagles were victorious with a final
score of 35-20. Having won 34 of their last 35 games, the 2010-2011
MCMS Lady Eagles will once again prove to be a force to be reckoned
with.
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HOSA
Fall Leadership Conference
By: Quenitra Jackson, HOSA President
On October 15 2010, HOSA President Quenitra Jackson
and Vice-President Kimberly Young (below) attended the
Fall Leadership Conference in Atlanta, GA. They attended
classes that taught team work and leadership skills.
They also learned the importance of communication which
will be brought back to help them better organize the club
and become more prepared for the future of Healthcare“The Hands of HOSA Mold the Health of Tomorrow.”

Thanksgiving Dinner at SMCES
On November 10, 2010, South Mitchell County Elementary School held its annual
Thanksgiving Dinner. Parents, friends and community members came out to enjoy a delicious
meal. Special guests were Mitchell County Sheriff and Deputies, the Camilla Police
Department, and the Camilla Fire Department.
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Red
Ribbon
Week
MCMS Principal R. Bullard shakes hands
with "Captain Drug Free" (Mr. S. Colbert)
during Red Ribbon Week!

Congratulations to
MCMS Winners of the
Red Ribbon Week
Sign and Poster Contest!
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MCMS Holds Assembly on Bullying
by: Mr. Sven Colbert
On November 11, Mitchell County Middle School (MCMS)
invited Officer Barnes of the Mitchell County Sheriff’s
Department to speak to students about bullying. Officer
Barnes gave a detailed description of what bullying is and
how it affects others. Also, he explained the consequences
that may occur when students are caught bullying. At the end
of Officer Barnes’ speech, MCMS teachers demonstrated
bullying by acting out a skit of what to do and what not to do
when being bullied.

Students Use Cookie Dough to Form a Map of
the United States
Mrs. Tinsley's and Ms. Sellars' science and social studies lab classes have been studying
and locating the five major rivers and the two major mountain ranges of the United
States. To demonstrate their knowledge of these standards/elements in social studies, the
students were first put into small groups in each class. Using cookie dough, each group
shaped the dough to form a United States map. After the lunchroom staff baked the
maps, the students used sour punch straws to locate the five major rivers, and M&M(s) to
locate the two major mountain ranges. The students enjoyed this activity, especially
getting to EAT the finished product. SS3G1-The student will locate major topographical
features. a. Identify major rivers of the United States of America: Mississippi, Ohio, Rio
Grande, Colorado, Hudson. b.
Identify major mountain ranges
of the United States of
America: Appalachian, Rocky.

Vanessa Santillan -7th grade and
Alyssa Weston- 7th grade

VAC Members Work on Winter Festival Decorations
By: Emily Holton, Art Educator and VAC Sponsor
The VAC (Visual Arts Club) members at Mitchell County Middle School are busy working on decorations for the
Winter Festival that will be held December 9 at the middle school. The students are making Christmas cutouts for a
hayride. These little elves are busy painting and decorating for the event. Some VAC members will also be setting
up a booth for face painting and others will be selling some creative items the students have been making.
The VAC is an invitation-only club.
The students were chosen by their
artistic abilities, academic good
standing, appropriate behavior, and
citizenship. The club’s mission is for
the student to gain a greater
appreciation for the arts and enhance
the talent that he or she already
possesses. There is no cost associated
with this club.
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Mitchell County Schools: District’s Future Story
“Soaring with the Best”
GLISI Cohort 29 Team Members: Beauford Hicks, Norma Gilpatrick, Christy Wray, Gordina Porter, Robin Crimbley, Stacie Lamb, Juliette Holloway, Vanessa
Williams, Emily Holton, Silvana Jenkins. As an assignment, GLISI team members had to create a “District Future Story" that describes where we are now,
where we are going, and what the expectations are for all of the students in the Mitchell County School System. Here's our story…

The year is 2015, we are on board the eagle’s back, swiftly soaring to “Bridge the Gap” by establishing a Global Learning Environment for
eagles’ success. First, we gaze intently at the successful reconfiguration of our primary and elementary schools into two PreK-5 facilities. As we
follow eagles from Mitchell County fly over the land, we notice two groups of Baby Eagles, one at South Mitchell Elementary School and the
other at North Mitchell Elementary School. Our Eagle eyes spy the fledglings flying around soaking up creative opportunities that encourage
excellence, promoting a positive environment that impacts importance of learning how to think in order to build their foundational skills before
flying onto another level. Daddy and Mama Eagles work with teachers and are focused on learning activities that differentiate for all Eagles who
need Response to Intervention strategies. They are in this roost often facilitating the learning activities and assisting as needed. North Mitchell
County Elementary and South Mitchell County Elementary Schools are building a solid foundation for learning and challenging all Baby Eagles
to their maximum potential. The focus is on teaching and learning. Attendance is soaring. All stakeholders appear happy with wings preened and
beaks shined.
Our next stop is Mitchell Middle where our adolescent Eagles roost. They are learning to spread their wings and soar above the academic
standards set by the district and state. After much research and in-depth learning, the Eagle teachers are setting goals for all Eagles to reach
regardless of background, socioeconomic status, race, religion, or gender. As President Obama upholds the initiative, we continue to strive for
No Eagle to be Left Behind. The Middle School provides instruction and supports an alternative roost for Eagles who may fly at different speeds
than others or tend to ignore the rules of the Eagle flock at school. Transitional plans are now in place to help the adolescent Eagles prepare for
their four-year layover at the high school.
The Mitchell County High School roost provides the last layover for our Eagles before they take flight and venture out into the world of the
unknown. The Eagles are continuously applying and building upon the foundations learned from previous roosts and are prepared to leave the
nest after a four year stop-over. Using technology, Eagle teachers are eager to embrace all the most innovative and effective interventions
available to their Eagles and school. Here, all Eagles meet requirements to earn their Eagle wings. When they leave the high school, they are
prepared to fly out into the world and soar like Eagles.
School improvement teams are important in all Eagleville roosts. Many stakeholders have been involved in the curriculum alignment and
implementation process through the Curriculum Coordination Council (CCC). The CCC ensures professional learning is provided to all Eagle
teachers and leaders in Eagleville. This flock meets often for the betterment of our school community to make important decisions that are
research based and implemented with fidelity. Data driven decisions drive instruction and stakeholders are informed of system progress with the
Balanced Scorecard. Stakeholders understand the curriculum, the meaning of mastery, standard grading practices, and the value of standardsbased report cards. Study groups are busy meeting and analyzing data to provide nourishment for all the demands of our ever changing flocks of
Eagles to help them soar with their Eagles’ Wings. Parental involvement and community support is in place for all of our Eagles at all of our
schools. The culture’s perspective has changed and all Eagle families now realize the importance of obtaining a quality education. All fledglings
have matured in nurturing roosts and are physically, emotionally, and socially ready to fly in pattern and soar beyond Eagleville to new horizons.

Migrant/ESOL Program
“Bienvendos! Welcome!” Todd Merritt, Mitchell County Migrant Teacher, greeted the eighteen participants of the Mitchell County School
System’s first formal meeting of Migrant and ESOL parents and students held on October 7 in the Mitchell County Middle School cafeteria at 6
p.m. During the meeting, Mr. Merritt, speaking English and Spanish, described assistance provided by Title I, a program served by Mrs. Shirley
Daniels, Parent mentor. Mr. Merritt discussed his program which is directed by The Southern Pines Migrant Education Program. Rules of dress
code, attendance, and conduct were some of the school system’s topics that Mr. Merritt explained to the parents.
Mr. Merritt translated for Mrs. Penny Sanders and Mrs. Judy Flournoy, teacher and paraprofessional for the
system’s English for speakers of Other Languages Program. Although Migrant and ESOL work side-by-side,
they are not the same program and they do not provide the same services. We were especially glad to have Mrs.
Christy Wray, Curriculum Director, and Mr. Vic Hill, Director of Human Resources/Federal Programs at the
meeting. The federal program secures funding for Migrant and ESOL education. Mrs. Vickie Smith,
Curriculum Secretary/Federal Programs, attended the
meeting. Mrs. Smith, who is responsible for paperwork
necessary for these programs, often sees the names of
students as she prepares reports. Mrs. Smith said, “It
is nice to meet these children! Now, as I type a name,
I will have a face to match the name!” After the
meeting, guests and staff enjoyed refreshments. The
families represented the cultures and languages of
Mexico, India, and Vietnam. Left: Mrs. Shirley
Daniels and Mr. Todd Merritt
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Mitchell County Eagles Fly with Young Eagles
Recently, five cadets from the GA-946 Cadet Corps took to the skies with members of the Experimental Aircraft Associations (EAA)
Young Eagles program. The mission of the Young Eagles is to introduce youth to the realm of aviation, and they are succeeding. Cadets
from Mitchell County High School selected to participate in this day of flight were Senior Cadet Na'Curian Mathis, and Sophomore Cadets
Elizabeth Fairbank, Anthony Giordano, Justice Lewis, and Yahira Aldavera. At no expense to the unit, these cadets were briefed and flown
in the Georgia skies for about a half-hour. The Young Eagles flew a total of ninety-five youth. These flights were conducted in several small
planes individually owned by co-operating staff members of the EAA Chapter 445, Tallahassee, Florida.
Na’Curian Mathis and his pilot

Elizabeth Fairbank and Justice Lewis
preflight

Na’Curian Mathis, Justice Lewis, Elizabeth
Fairbank, Yahira Aldavera, Anthony Giordano
Left:
Anthony Giordano
posing at the controls
Right:
Yahira Aldavera,
Elizabeth Fairbank,
Justice Lewis,
Na’Curian Mathis,
Anthony Giordano

American Literature Students Work on Projects
By: Vanessa Gilbert, MCHS Student
Ms. Paula Parsons, America Literature teacher at Mitchell County High School, assigned her students a project consisting of creating a visual
of either a map of the Louisiana Purchase or a park in the United States. Materials used to create this project were Play-Doh, sand sticks, salt
map (made from flour and water), candy or even just a simple collage of pictorial images. One park we could try to create would be
something like Central Park, which is located in New York. The purpose of the park was for us to see how people in New York attempted to
get away from the city because it was so overcrowded. If we chose the Louisiana Purchase, we had to show the landforms and areas inside
the Louisiana Purchase. The purpose of creating the Louisiana Purchase was to show how it doubled the size of the United States and the
different areas that were included in the purchase. The overall project was to connect the group called Transcendentalists to nature. They
were a group of people who loved nature and had many theories on what happens to you after you die. Some Transcendentalists believed that
the body/soul goes back down into nature. To take a look at pictures of some of these outstanding projects, you can visit Ms. Parsons’
website: http://teachers.schooldesk.net/parsons.
Darian Quinn
Right: Darian Quinn,
Cartavia Whitlock,
and Joseph Dobbs
chose the park
project.
Left:
Karyn Anderson
chose the Louisiana
Purchase project.
Karyn Anderson

Cartavia Whitlock

Joseph Dobbs
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FCCLA Activities
By: Eugene Butler, FCCLA Officer
As a way to promote and raise money for Kids Against Hunger, FCCLA (Family,
Career, and Community Leaders of America) held a Penny War fundraiser during the
week of October 26-28. Kids Against Hunger is a volunteer-driven effort to package
and distribute food in communities worldwide where hunger and starvation is rampant.
As the local chapter of FCCLA in Camilla, GA. Mitchell High FCCLA was very
proud to have raised over $400 for this great cause. Ms. T. Greene’s first period class
(right) collected the most money and enjoyed pizza as their prize.
On November 13, 2010, FCCLA participated in the 65 Mile-High Cotton Yard
Sale (right). We sold baked goods consisting of pound cakes, cheesecakes,
brownies, zucchini bread, pumpkin rolls, and cinnamon rolls. All of the goods
were made by the Culinary Arts students of our chapter. We were pleased to say
we SOLD OUT of everything!!! We made over $400 in profit, but as always
we did it for the benefit of others. As a surprise for Thanksgiving, our local
chapter of FCCLA is giving back to the janitors at our school. FCCLA President
Kentavius Haynes (left) presented them with $50 gift certificates
for Thanksgiving dinner.
On November 16, 2010, all of the Intro to Culinary Arts students (right) toured the kitchen of our high
school cafeteria. It was a part of the student’s standards to be able to identify equipment and small
wares in a commercial kitchen. We were guided on the tour by Ms. Wingate and encouraged to ask
questions to the cafeteria staff about the operation of producing meals to such a large quantity of
students. It was very informative and the visual was the perfect compliment to mastering the standards
through hands-on involvement. All of the students would like to thank the cafeteria staff for allowing
us to tour their cafeteria and welcoming us with open arms.

MCHS Students Visit GA Southern University
By: Jamencia Thompson, MCHS Student
On November 9, 2010, forty-seven of Mitchell County High School seniors traveled to Statesboro, GA, to visit Georgia Southern University.
While there, seniors had the opportunity to dine with GSU students for a lunch break at the Landrum, the on- campus dining facility. After
lunch, the seniors were given a guided tour of the campus. MCHS students were able to visit the library, the College of Business, and the
College of Information and Technology buildings. They were able to see other parts of the campus as well, such as the Caroll Building, the
Nursing building, and the Russell Union. After the tour, the
seniors were able to make a final stop at the University Book Store
to purchase GSU souvenirs. To see that there is more to the world
than Camilla and its surroundings, the experience was eye opening
to the seniors. Georgia Southern is a beautiful home away from
home. Whether or not Georgia Southern was a college of choice
of any of the 47 seniors that attended the visit, it is still a
university with a dynamic view of school at the collegiate level.

SMCES Dads Active During School
By: Susan Meredith
On Monday, November 15, the South Mitchell County Elementary School Dads Active During School Club invited
Judge Thurman to come and speak with our fourth and fifth graders. Mr. William Murray, president of the Dads Club
introduced Judge James Thurman of Lee County. Judge
Thurman (right) told the students that when he was in school,
every teacher knew who he was due to his misbehavior and
time spent being paddled. He went on to tell them about the
importance of staying in school and getting a good education.
“We live in a country where you can be and do anything you want, but without and
education you will not get far.”
Judge Thurman asked students how many wanted to be professional athletes and
about their heros. He encouraged them to look to their homes and community to
find a hero. Thurman told students that they should even look inside their school
because without teachers there would be no doctors, lawyers, or professional
athletes.
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Senior Night: November 5, 2010

Jaylin Mathis

Cedric Spooner

Keajihia Taylor

Shaquille Frazier

Deaunna Wimberly

Justin Scott-Wesley

Michael Lawrence

Jessie Atkins

Ronnie Leggins

Shantashia Reese

Brianna Harvey

William Haywood

Ulysses Lambert III

Anthony Brown

Jacoty Gilbert

Avery Boyd

Kelvin Odoms

Lisa Casterline

Morgan Dunlap

Jasmine Taylor

Na’Currian Mathis

Yahri Robinson

Melody Thomas

Reuben Jackson

Jamori Thompson

Dayia Gilbert

Quartavious Clayton

Sharkaviah Hodges

Kentavius Haynes
Not Pictured:
Brittany Frazier,
Breonna Clayton

Nicholas Peoples

Best wishes to all the seniors on
your future endeavors.
Latisha Morman

Virtiqua Robinson

Richard Morris

Cassandra Holmes

Congratulations to the MCHS Football Team
Region I-A Champs
The MCHS faculty, staff, and students congratulate the Football Program for a job well done.

GO EAGLES!!
SMCES Pre-K Class Wild About Friendship Soup
Ms. P. Jones and Mrs. C. Jackson’s
Pre-K class read the book Stone
Soup. They discussed sharing and
how things work out if we share.
Everyone brought an item to share
in the making of Friendship Soup.
Students enjoyed their meal!

December 2010 & January 2011

Page 15

Lady Eagles Basketball Team
(1st row) De’Erica Lyons, Cassandra Holmes, Shantashia Reese, Ja’Shara
Burns, Arkela Keaton
(2nd row) Akerian Florence, A’Miracle Jones, Deaundra Hill, Johnesha
Florence, Ke’ondra Mango, Shonbreka Holton, Kendra Frazier, Siriaunna
Watkins
Managers: Camry Yates, Kiearie
Harris, Kemiya Thomas, A’Shunta
Mobley
Head Coach– Rosemary Sanders
Assistant Coach: Kenneth Harris
JV Coach: Jasmyne Burns

Eagles Basketball Team
(1st Row): J’Meel Richardson, Derrick Hardwick, Lee
Roy Waters, Cornelius Thomas & Reuben Jackson
(2nd Row) Stacey Butler, Jaquan Williams, Modzelle
Atkins, Jermaine Hartsfield, Di’Quan Isom, Brian Peoples,
Johnny Mobley, Bruce Bryant, Cornelius Sanders, and
Denzel Worthy Not pictured: Justin Scott-Wesley;
Managers- Eddie Brown & Lendarius Williams; VideoJoseph Moore
Head Coach: Kenneth Harris
Assistant & JV Coach: Derex Woumnm & Derrick Silas

MCHS Basketball Schedule
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School System Calendar

Calendar of Events for December/January
South Mitchell County Elementary

Dec. 17 Early Release Day

Christmas Dinner for Kindergarten, 2nd, & 4th
grade parents

December 20-31: Winter Holiday
Jan. 3

School Resumes

Dec. 10

Field Trips: Pre-K, Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd

Jan. 14

1/2 Early Release; 1/2 PLU Day

Dec. 14

Kindergarten Polar Express Day

Jan. 17

MLK, Jr. Holiday

Dec, 15

Field Trips: 2nd and 3rd grades

Jan. 28

1/2 Early Release; 1/2 PLU Day

Dec. 17

―Christmas Show Stoppers‖ Play at 9 a.m.

Dec. 9

North Mitchell County Elementary

Mitchell County High School

Dec. 3

Mobile Dental Clinic and Blood Drive

Saturday School: December 4 and December 9-for 9th graders;
January 15, 22, and 29 for all grades.

Dec. 6

Boy Scouts Meeting

Dec. 8

Dec. 9

Floetry/Poetry –6:30 p.m. and PTA

Dec. 15 Benchmark #5: 8th and 9th period exams

Dec. 10

Food Drive Ends

Dec. 16 Benchmark #5: 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 7th period exams

Dec. 14

Christmas Pictures

Dec. 15

Christmas Program

Dec. 16

A/R Celebration

Dec. 21 Holiday Hoop Fest-MCHS Boys vs Thomasville High School in
Thomasville at 8:30 p.m.

Jan. 13

School Council

Jan. 12

Club Meetings-4th period

Jan. 18

Report Cards

Jan. 21

Benchmark #6 Exams

Club Meetings—1st period

Dec. 17 Benchmark #5: 1st and 2nd period exams

Mitchell County Middle School
Dec. 9

Winter Festival

Dec. 11

Georgia Nature Center Field Trip

Winter Holidays:
December 20-31
Students return January 3.
Have a Merry Christmas!

MCHS afterschool tutoring in Media Center:
Monday’s-Science * Tuesday’s-Math
Wednesday’s-Language Arts.
Thursday’s-Social Studies

Middle School and High School Band Concert
Tuesday, December 14, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in
the Mitchell County High School’s Auditorium.
For more info, contact Paul Anderson, MCHS Band Director.

Middle School Band Begins Year
By Paul Anderson, Band Director
Mitchell County Middle School has a band! Back in August, students and parents were surveyed to determine how much interest there was to
have a band at the middle school. After the surveys were returned and the results tallied, it was determined that band should be taught.
Students’ schedules were changed, each student tried out on several instruments, and parents met with representatives of Portman’s Music
Superstore to obtain an instrument. While waiting for their instruments to arrive, students learned about notes and rhythms. Finally, the
instruments arrived, and the first notes were heard through the halls of MCMS.
Learning to play an instrument takes talent, dedication, and just plain hard work. First, students must learn to assemble and disassemble their
instrument and how to properly care for it. Then, they must learn the proper embouchure, or how to form and use the muscles of their
mouth. Finally, they learn the proper posture and hand placement. Only then do they get to try making a tone. The band meets in three separate
class periods: the 6th grade band consists of 25 students, the 7th grade band has 18 members, and the 8th grade band has 8, for a grand total of
51! These will be combined to form one band for their concerts. The band will be showing off what they have learned at their first concert on
Tuesday, December 14 at 7:00 p.m. at the High School Auditorium. The High School Concert Band will also be performing. The concert is
free and open to the public, and everyone is invited to come and enjoy some holiday music. For more information, contact Paul Anderson at
paul_anderson@mitchell.k12.ga.us.

