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Mitchell County
Primary School
Kindergarten Kickoff and
First Grade Fiesta
Mitchell County Primary School held its first annual
Kindergarten Kickoff and First Grade Fiesta in
August. Parents and guardians came out and
received information pertinent to Kindergarten and
First Grade. MCPS faculty and staff along with Mitchell County Board of
Education staff presented information pertaining to the academic
procedures, academic behaviors, bus discipline, Academic ParentTeacher Teams (APPT) and social issues including attendance, mandated
reporting and counseling services. Mr. Fundrail Quimbley,
Transportation Intervention Specialist, presented information about new
bus procedures and discipline policies. Kindergarten Teachers Audrey
Wallace, Shunterra Lucy and Principal Donna Johnson informed parents
about Academic Parent Teacher Teams. MCSS Social Worker Tosha
Keaton provided information about
counseling services and attendance.
Instructional Coaches LaJuanna Smith and
Kia Watts (left) discussed academic behaviors and the new curriculum
along with system and school goals. Mitchell County High School
Cheerleaders pumped up the audience with cheers after being greeted by
members of the MCHS football team. Light refreshments were served
including hot dogs, tacos, and chips.

Crunchy
Critter
Comes to
Visit MCSS
Students
Crunchy Critter is the Georgia Department of Education School Nutrition Program mascot and the Eat
Smart. Play Hard.™ campaign spokes character. With students back in school, he encourages students to
eat healthy and be active. Visiting along with Crunchy Critter (Kentavious Broadway) was our star
football player from Mitchell County High School number 23, Kobe Butler. The students at Mitchell
County Primary School enjoyed the gift and high fives that they received from Crunchy Critter and Kobe.
Top right: Stephanie Bryant and Julie Tucker help out.
Continued on page 8….
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MCHS
Senior Football Players
invite everyone
to come out to the home
games on September 2 and
September 16.

Love of Country..

The Five “P’s”
of Success

The 5th grade students are practicing and learning how to
master the Five “P’s” of Success - being prompt, prepared,
positive, productive and polite. These are the academic
behavior expectations for students of the Mitchell County
School System. Pictured is Ms. J. Bush with some of her
students who have been demonstrating and meeting the Five
P’s to reach their goals of completing and mastering the 5 th
grade academic program.

Continued page 6...
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MCES Receives Back-to-School Supplies
On Friday, August 12, 2016, members of the Wisteria Chapter #256 presented school supplies to
Mitchell County Elementary School’s(MCES) Counselor, Vanessa Williams, and Principal, Silvana
Jenkins on behalf of students attending MCES. Members of the Baconton Chapter #256 of the Order
of Eastern Star donated spiral notebooks, reams of notebook paper, composition notebooks, Crayola
markers, crayons, pens, pencils, rulers, and folders to provide back-to-school supplies to support
families and students at MCES. MCES faculty and staff welcomed the support from community
partners and said that “The school supplies are a welcomed donation that will alleviate some of the
costs associated with students returning to school each year.” Pictured with Mrs. Williams and Mrs.
Jenkins are Eastern Star members, Terra Taylor-Cochran, Lou Scott, Cornelia Bell, and Katherine
Byrd. The ladies were accompanied by Reverend Frizzell Byard.

I Made It!

1

On August 17, 2016, MCHS advanced business students
practiced their presentation skills in a unique way.
Students used pipe cleaners and other objects to create an
object that represented something about themselves and
then presented the object to the class explaining what they
made and why. Some students also designed a product
that they could sell and then did a presentation trying to
convince their classmates that they had the best product.
Can you guess what the object is and which student made which object?
A. Luis Esquivel; B. Sydney Hall; C. Ze’Toria Perry; D. Vera Jackson; E. Malik Barnes
See page 8 for answer.
3

5

4

2

Rainbow Carrots
Mitchell County Elementary School serves rainbow carrots to students through the Fresh Fruit
and Vegetable Program. Before the 17th century, almost all cultivated carrots were purple.
The modern day orange carrot wasn’t cultivated until Dutch growers in the late 16th century
took mutant strains of the purple carrot and gradually developed them into the sweet, plump,
orange variety we have today. Before this, pretty much all carrots were purple with mutated
versions occasionally popping up including yellow and white carrots. These were rarely
cultivated and lacked the purple pigment anthocyanin. It is thought that the modern day orange
carrot was developed by crossing the mutated yellow and white rooted carrots as well as
varieties of wild carrots, which are quite distinct from cultivated varieties. Some think that the
reason the orange carrot became so popular in the Netherlands was in tribute to the emblem of
the House of Orange and the struggle for Dutch independence. This could be, but it also might just be that the orange
carrots that the Dutch developed were sweeter tasting and more fleshy than their purple counterparts, thus providing
more food per plant and being better tasting. Right: Ms. Lisa Herringshaw with Ms. Annie Jackson
The Eagle’s Nest is the official newspaper for the Mitchell County School System (MCSS).
All articles for publication in this newsletter should be electronically submitted to the school’s media specialist by the 15th of each month.
Visit us on-line at http://www.mitchell.k12.ga.us
Produced by: Ruth Lee, Eagle News Coordinator e-mail: Ruth_lee@mitchell.k12.ga.us
Special thanks to everyone who contributed and who helped proof this issue. It is the policy of the Mitchell County School System not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, religion,
national origin, age, or disability in any employment practice, educational program, or any other program, activity or service.
Superintendent: Robert Adams
MCSS Board Chair: Norma Gilpatrick
MCSS Board Vice-Chair: Barbara Reddick
Schools:
Mitchell County Primary-Donna Johnson, Principal
Mitchell County Elementary-Silvana Jenkins, Principal
Mitchell County Middle-Patricia English, Principal Mitchell County High-Ossie Canidate, Principal
Parents, if you do not wish for your child’s picture to be placed in the newsletter or on the MCSS web sites, please go to the Central Office to sign a waiver form.
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The Preschool students and teachers at Mitchell County High School and Mitchell County Primary School are off to a great start. During
the first three weeks of school, the preschool students were able to practice their classroom rituals and routines while getting to know their
classmates, teachers and high school student helpers. Now that the rituals and routines have been set in place, the Preschool students are
learning All About Me.

All About Me
The Pre-K students in Ms. E. King’s and Ms. E. Jones class had fun exploring the All
About Me unit. The goal behind the All About Me activity theme is to help children
learn about each other and themselves. This activity allowed the students to put on paper
how they viewed themselves. It also allowed them to work on their fine motor skills
such as cutting, pasting, organizing and letting the teacher know when they were ready to
move on to the next step to create their vision. As you can see, the students did a
GREAT job!

MCHS Students,
Are you looking for a student organization to join?
Join Family, Career and Community Leaders of America! Family, Career and Community Leaders of
America is a nonprofit national career and technical student organization for young men and women in
Family and Consumer Sciences education.
FCCLA is open to any student who is currently enrolled
in Mrs. P. Crosby or Ms. L. Wingate’s courses or anyone
who has taken their courses before. Dues are $15. For
more information, please see Mrs. Crosby (D-210) or Ms.
Wingate (D-116).

MCPS Counselor’s Corner
Here at MCPS, we are blasting off into a learning adventure. Our destination is success. Parents, please help us help
your children--our students--accomplish success by encouraging and practicing our “Give Me Five” motto: 1. Be
Prompt, 2. Be Prepared, 3. Be Productive, 4. Be Polite, and 5. Be Positive. In order to be productive, our students need
to be present and on time for school and classes daily. Please make sure they complete their homework assignments
and get important papers signed and returned. Once they are here, please encourage them to have great attitudes
towards their teachers and peers. Most importantly, they need to have great attitudes towards themselves so that they
can be eager and motivated to have a prosperous school day, week, month, and year! Together, let’s help our students
“Blast off into a Learning Adventure!”
Kendra K. Johnson, Ed.S
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Barn Hill Preserve's Mobile
Program Visits Mitchell County
Elementary
Students had a blast when Barn Hill Preserve's FREE
mobile program came to visit! The visit consisted of a 45minute oral presentation of LIVE animal ambassadors, such
as the red kangaroo joey, blue-tongued skink, Bennett’s
Wallaby, and it offered students the unique experience to get up close and personal with animals they may
have never seen before! Students had the opportunity to participate by asking questions, getting involved in
demonstrations, and responding to the speaker. Students were able to take a picture with one or more of the animals at a cost .

5 P’s of Success

Bus Safety Assembly
Safely transporting students to and from school is extremely important to
Mitchell County School System. To ensure that students understand bus
procedures and safety rules, three assembly sessions were scheduled at Mitchell
County Elementary School on August 4 for grades 2-4. Mr. Fundrail Quimbley,
the bus administrator, facilitated each session. The students were also educated
on the importance of
having good behavior
while riding the bus.
The
motivational
minute activities for
the month of August were a success. The key focus during each presentation was to
motivate students to obey all bus rules. Students are now aware of the 10 Universal
Bus Rules. We want to continue encouraging all students in the MCSS to be the best
students in Georgia. Our September's Motivational Minute will focus more on bus
rules and academic behaviors. Be on the lookout for Mr. F. Quimbley and Mr. D.
Hadley in your schools. Also, one of the Ninja Turtles, Leonardo, will make a
surprise visit at the Mitchell County Primary School. Be on the lookout!!!

Greetings From the 7th Grade Department!

The 7th grade department would like to take this opportunity to welcome each and every student, parent/guardian, and new teacher to the 7th
grade team where teamwork is vital. The seventh grade department is filled with dedicated teachers who each bring new ideas and new
experiences to the team. For example, Coach E. Gervin will be able to share his high school and coaching experiences with the team. In
his new role, not only will he be able to teach health and physical education to all of the 7 th grade students, but he will also be able to serve
as a mentor/ role model for our 7th grade males. Ms. L. Dunbar will be able to accelerate students in math because she taught 8 th grade math
for a number of years. Lastly, but certainly not least, Ms. M. Martin will be able to share skills she learned in Pelham and Moultrie with her
new students and colleagues.
Although each teacher brings something different to the 7th grade team, we all will work collectively to improve the school and to
accomplish the school’s vision, mission, and objectives. As a team, we want to improve academic achievement among our students.
However, we need your help! Establishing partnerships among teachers, parents/guardians, and students is one of our main goals this
school year. As a team, we understand that having parental support and open lines of communication is essential in educating our students.
The involvement of families in their students’ learning is very important to education and can truly make a difference in the lives of
students. With that in mind, we encourage both the students and parents/guardians to continuously work alongside the teachers on the 7th
grade team. As we journey through this school year, we look forward to working with each of you. Together we can make a difference!
Educationally Yours,
Crystal A. Grimsley, 7th Grade Chair
7th Grade Team: Pricilla Davis, Lynn Dunbar, Eric Gervin, Crystal Grimsley, Sandra Hawkins,
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As I See It
By: D. Toombs
We are officially into the new school year 2016 -2017 at Mitchell County Middle School. This year
brings with it vast changes and challenges for everyone in our school and in our entire school
system. I once heard it said that the only person who likes change is a baby with a dirty diaper!
Change often pushes us out of our comfort zones and sometimes requires out-of-box thinking. With
that being said, change can be exhilarating, and exciting thinking about the possibilities of success.
In my new role as Instructional Coach, I want to be a positive influence of this change. I will strive
to follow the examples of role models like Michael Phelps, Simone Biles, and Gabby Douglas; now
they are a great picture of what success looks like. They worked hard and were focused, persistent, and determined to accomplish their goals in
the 2016 Rio Olympics. We can all join in together and be change agents to help transform and improve the effectiveness of our schools. I
choose to believe that we will be successful in our endeavors during this school year. Together we will do it! Have an AWESOME year!

Healthcare Science’s New Classroom
The past school year and summer has seen major reconstruction at Mitchell
County High. The reconstruction has been a challenge and tested the
patience and resilience of all staff and students. However, the new year has
started, and we are excited and enthusiastic about having a beautiful and
state of the art class room for the Healthcare Science classes. Mrs. Sheila
Anglin and her students are working hard to organize and set up the new
equipment that will be used during the year to teach the new and returning
students the skills required to become a Certified Nurse Assistant. Many of
the students enrolled in the class will use the acquired certification as a stepping stone to a higher degree in
the health field, such as, a LPN or RN. Whatever their thoughts are, the new classroom is stocked with the
latest equipment used in the healthcare industry to simulate a hospital room or nursing home room. There is also interactive manikins that
simulate patients with different health problems and disabilities. We are proud of the new classroom and the new equipment .

A New Year in ECE
Mrs. P. Crosby’s Early Childhood Education students are off to work! This year Mitchell
County High School ECE students will be assisting teachers at Mitchell County Primary
School, Mitchell County Middle School and Mitchell County High School’s Preschool
program. The high school students are looking forward to working alongside their
cooperating teachers while developing their personal skills in the classroom.
Pictured L-R (front row) Demontavious Clayton, Brittany Ferrell, and Andreanna Thomas
(back row) Knaulijje Jackson, Danielle Wilson, Jakeria Dison, Ty’Tiona Robinson, Kasiem
Wimberly, Tyeera Gardner and Destiny Cheevers

From the Eyes of a New AP
By: Mr. S. Colbert
Imagine the pressure of starting in a Super Bowl football game and you’ve never played one game of football. Well, this is what it looks like for
a new Assistant Principal (AP) who’s coming in the game trying to kick the winning field goal. This year everyone in our system is adjusting to a
new start with new ideas including making sure 150 Day Curriculum, 5P’s, and Reading Horizon is understood by all stakeholders involved and
having students’ achievement at the forefront. Now from my viewpoint as a new Assistant Principal, I believe we have gotten this new school
year off with an awesome start. Although there were some challenging days in the beginning, which is to be expected, I can see a great year for
us at Mitchell County Middle School (MCMS). In every aspect of what the superintendent expects for each school to accomplish, our Principal,
Mrs. English has guided us by leading by example to stress the importance of making sure we cover
every goal that has been set with detail and precision. This type of leadership has shown me the
importance of following and doing what is required as a leader.
As a new AP, I have come up with my own philosophy of 5 letters I think each new AP or Principal
should consider, and I call them the 5A’s (Allow, Adapt, Adhere to, Accountable, and Achievement).
When put into action, these 5A’s will help one to understand: As a new leader one must be prepared
to ALLOW himself/herself to have the willingness to ADAPT to new ideas and ADHERE TO the
plan which is set before him/her by holding one’s self ACCOUNTABLE for the success of all
students’ ACHIEVEMENT. Overall, I think if one follows this philosophy, one can expect to have a
fantastic school year. GO EAGLES!
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MCMS Welcomes New Staff
As of start of the 2016-2017 school year, MCMS was anxious to welcome new team members to the faculty! Fifth grade students and
teachers joined the MCMS family due to recent reconfiguration. We all welcomed Mrs. C. Morey-reading, Mrs. J. Bush-reading, Mrs. S.
Shiver-math support, Mrs. S. Meredith-science, Mrs. J. Burnett-social studies, Ms. G. Jones-language arts, Mrs. D. Allen-PEC, Mrs. A. Paulk
-PEC, and Mrs. T. Scott-math, grade chair. Sixth grade welcomed Mrs. Felicia Hill-reading, Mrs. Terri Carter-math support, and Coach Zack
Dallas-PE/Health. Seventh grade welcomed Coach E. Gervin-PE/Health, Mrs. M. Martin-language arts, and Mrs L. Dunbar- math support.
We are all look forward to a great year together and hope that our new faculty members enjoy being here at the middle school! GO EAGLES!

Spotlight on the
Bus Educators for August
Freeman Gardner and Lucille Hill are the Spotlight Bus Educators for the
month of August. Together, they have over 35 years of driving experience
and it shows. The Bus Educators motto is teamwork makes the dream
works. Please congratulate the bus educators when you seem them for an
outstanding job

Allen Brown Begins Service as an Area FFA Officer
Fort Valley, GA – Allen Brown, a member of the Mitchell County FFA chapter, began his term as the Area 5
Sentinel on August 5-6, 2016, when the Georgia FFA area officers met for the Area Officer Training
Conference. Forty-eight new area officers from six areas of the state attended the two-day training conference
held at the FFA Camp John Hope near Fort Valley. The objective was to orient the new officers to their
position as area leaders. Each area team met with a member of their regional agricultural education staff, as
well as the Georgia FFA leadership program specialist, FFA executive secretary, and state FFA advisor to
discuss their roles and responsibilities. The National FFA leadership training team attended the training to share leadership experiences with the
group and wish them luck on their year of service. The officers explored their decision making process, developed a team philosophy of
leadership, discovered what it means to be an ambassador for the FFA, and began setting goals for the coming year. Throughout the school
year, Allen Brown and his fellow officers will have the opportunity to represent Area 5 FFA members at a variety of teachers meetings, career
development events, leadership conferences and area training activities. The first assignment given to the new area officers was the FFA Day
at the Fair program. On October 11th, more than 5,000 agriculture education students will meet in Perry to attend FFA Day at the Georgia
National Fair. Their hosts for the event will be the Area Officers. Each officer team has been charged with creating booths and displays that
showcase the benefits of FFA and agricultural education. Next spring, each Area Officer team will be responsible for conducting their
respective Area banquet and award assemblies. The officers will also serve as courtesy corps at the 89th State FFA Convention in Macon on
April 27th-29th, 2016. The Georgia FFA Association has a membership of more than 41,000, making it the third largest association in the nation.
The National FFA Organization, formerly known as the Future Farmers of America, changed its name in 1988 to reflect the growth and
diversity of agriculture. The FFA mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier
leadership, personal growth, and career success through agricultural education.

“The Love for One’s State and Country”
Who says only adults should pay patriotism for their country! On Sunday, August 21, 2016, Sam Kendrick’s, a 23-year old Olympian from
Mississippi stopped in the middle of a pole vault attempt to honor his country. On his run to complete the activity, he heard the playing of the
national anthem. Sam stopped the run, located the American flag, and stood at attention until the anthem finished.
Mitchell County Middle School's (MCMS) newly hired assistant principal, Mr. Sven Colbert, saw a need to reach out to young men at MCMS to
instill the importance of honoring our country and the American flag. He has taken time to groom two young men to raise and lower the
American and State flags each morning and afternoon. Xavier Wilcher and Jermaine Johnson are very excited about
this daily task. One morning, Xavier arrived to school earlier than
normal. Mr. Colbert asked him to go alone and raise the flags.
Xavier replied, "I can't do it alone, because I cannot allow the
flags to touch the ground." Mr. Colbert was impressed, another
young man showing respect for the American/State flags. One
day, our youth will inherit this country. It is important that they
understand how those of the past sacrificed, worked hard, and
even died to build a free nation. Xavier and Jermaine are
expressing patriotism by taking care of MCMS flags on a daily
basis. By the way, Sam won a gold medal for the pole vault
event.
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SEPT. 2

*STEWART COUNTY

H

7:30

SEPT. 9

*MILLER COUNTY

A

7:30

SEPT. 16

*CHATTAHOOCHEE
COUNTY

H

7:30

SEPT. 23

*TERRELL COUNTY

A

7:30

SEPT. 30

*RANDOLPH-CLAY
(HOMECOMING)

H

7:30

OCT. 14

*SEMINOLE COUNTY

H

7:30

OCT. 21

*CALHOUN COUNTY

A

7:30

OCT. 28

*BACONTON CHARTER
(SENIOR NIGHT)

H

7:30
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SEPT. 1
SEPT. 8
SEPT. 15
SEPT. 22
SEPT. 29
OCT. 6
OCT. 13
OCT. 20
OCT. 27

ALBANY MIDDLE
MILLER COUNTY
THOMASVILLE
BACONTON CHARTER
MARY ACRES
BROOKS COUNTY
SEMINOLE COUNTY
TBD
TBD

H
H
A
H
H
A
A
TBD
TBD

5:00
5:00
5:00
5:00
5:00
5:00
5:00
TBD
TBD

Row 1: Traven Walker, De’shaun Sherman, Anthony McIntyre, Kobe Butler, Ken’Tre’vious Williams, Demetrius Jones, Malik
Barnes, Shawndell Smith, Gage Tucker
Row 2: Freddie Cheevers, Contarious Herring, Rodney Keaton, Denarius Spence, John Simmons, Michael Williams, Martae
Wesley, Caleb Wimberly, James Thomas, Tyler Griffin, Quandrekus Moye,
Row 3: Jadakiss Harvey, Lance Robinson, Devin Vicks, Kentrel Williams, Marcus Collier, Rickey Burley, Amarion Stegall,
Jaamel Dewberry, Jack McComas, Anthony Pace, Nijah Whitus, Jertavious Wimberly, Jaquavian Keaton, Rickey Thomas

September 6-at Baker County
September 8-at Valdosta
September 12-at Tift
September 13 (area) at Chattahoochee
September 20 (area) at MCHS against Central, Randolph
September 21 at MCHS against Brooks
September 27 (area) at Taylor
September 29 (Senior Night) at MCHS against Thomasville
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Mitchell County School System’s Calendar: September 2016
School System Calendar

Mitchell County Primary School
Sept. 8

APTT Meeting—6:30 p.m.

Sept. 17

MCPS Jr. Miss, Miss and Mr. Pageant at 2 p.m.

Sept. 20

Dads-Bring Your Child To School Day –
7:15 to 7:45 a.m.
Mitchell County Elementary School

Sept.

Sept. 1-October 7—T-shirt Sale

Sept. 12

Sept. 12-January 31, 2017—Yearbook Sale

Sept. 15

APTT Meeting from 6:30-7:45 p.m.
Mitchell County Middle School

Sept. 20

APTT Meeting at 6 p.m.

MCHS Blood Drive
On August 26, 2016, the MCHS Health Occupations Student
Organization and Ms. Sheila Anglin, club sponsor, held a Blood
Drive with the help of OneBlood. The HOSA members wish to
thank everyone for their support for this event.

Crunchy
Critter
Visits
MCES
Crunchy Critter (Johntaven
Simmons) and MCHS
football player, number 33,
Anthony McIntyre visited
Mitchell County Elementary
School.

Sept. 5

Labor Day Holiday

Sept. 6

Professional Learning Day; System wide Meeting at
3:30 p.m. at MCHS

Sept. 15

Board of Education Work Session at 6:30 p.m.

Sept. 20

Board of Education Meeting at 6:30 p.m. to be held at
Mitchell County High School in Culinary Arts Dept.

Mitchell County High School
Sept. 9

Benchmark Exams

Sept. 12

School Pictures

Sept. 19

APTT Meeting at 6 p.m.

Checking out Distant Learning
and Telemedicine
On Wednesday, August 24, 2016 USDA’s representative Mr. Andy
Hayes and Mr. Frank Cannon with CNS came to Mitchell County to
observe the new MCHS Career
Academy
technology,
especially
relating to Distant Learning and
Telemedicine. Mr. Hayes and Mr.
Cannon were impressed with what they
saw in these two areas and plans to
submit Mitchell County schools as the
exemplary schools in GA as part of
their presentation they will make to Congress. Pictured: Ms. L.
Tucker with some of the Telemedicine Equipment.

Answers: Continued from page 2.
A. Luis Esquivel (Picture 4) - I made a controller with a star
because I am the star player in every game.
B. Sydney Hall (Picture 5) - I chose to make a spider because it is
a very interesting creature.
C. Ze’Toria Perry (Picture 2)- I made a bunny rabbit.
D. Vera Jackson (Picture 3) - I created a dog bone dedicated to my
dog, Pudgey Bolt and for my other 4 dogs.
E. Malik Barnes (Picture 1) - I made my 4 eye buddy Tommy
John Lee

PUBLIC NOTICE
The regular board meeting scheduled for Tuesday, September 20, 2016 beginning at 6:30 p.m. has been moved from the
Mitchell County Board of Education Board Room to the Mitchell County High School Culinary Arts Department. The regular work session for Thursday, September 15, 2016 beginning at 6:30 p.m. will be held in the Mitchell County
Board of Education Board Room.

