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Word Perfect!

Churchill School 4th-grader Lily
Hamer received a perfect score on
the Wordmaster Challenge, a
national competition testing
students’ knowledge of vocabulary
and analogies. Lily’s score places
her in the top two percent of
Wordmaster competitors
nationwide. Congratulations, Lily!

Meet our TechSavvy Students
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A Message from your Superintendent
This issue of our newsletter shines a light on
just some of the inventive methods our staff
uses to teach the critical subjects of math
and science. In recent years, many have
expressed concerns that too few U.S.
students are prepared to become engineers,
scientists and physicians, and that our
country might lose ground to competitors.
District 153 teachers are constantly
searching for new ways to engage students
in math and science, and as a result, our
children perform extremely well on ISAT
measures of these subjects.

This school district is also blessed with the
support and invaluable contributions of
organizations like the PTA, the PMA (Parent
Music Association), and our Education
Foundation.

Also in this newsletter, you’ll meet some of
the many individuals who share their own
unique experiences and expertise with our
students.

We are truly grateful for the many parents
and other community members who
contribute their time and talents for the
benefit of District 153 students.

Inside you’ll find a special insert from our
Education Foundation. Our Foundation,
made up of parents and other volunteers
from the community, works hard all year to
raise funds that are then used to support
innovative projects throughout the school
district.

Dr. Dale Mitchell

New School Bus Service
This Fall

Chemistry Never Tasted
So Good

When school resumes on August 31st, it
will be First Student buses transporting
district students to school. On May 26th,
the school board awarded the school
district’s transportation contract to First
Student, a national transportation company
with nearby locations in South Holland and
Glenwood.

State Representative Will Davis
stopped by Willow School to see
how technology is being used in
the classroom. Above, 1st-grade
teacher Connie Johnson and
student Grace Keigher “fly” Rep.
Davis to Disneyworld, Rome, and
China via GoogleEarth. Tyler
Knapik (right) demonstrates how
his class uses a microscope and a
computer to examine such things
as crystals, spiders and snake
skin.

“In addition to providing the lowest bid, First
Student came highly recommended by
neighboring school districts and their safety
record is excellent,” said Superintendent
Dale Mitchell.
Among the provisions included in the new
3-year agreement are that First Student will
assign a dedicated liaison to District 153
equipped with an additional bus that is
available to take over if a bus is running
late or has mechanical problems. In
addition, all buses will be equipped with
security camera systems to help school
administrators better address any discipline
problems that occur in transit.

Barbara Bonk (left) assists 8th-graders Elliott
Williams and Armel Kouassi in creating their
own brand of Gatorade. Bonk, a parent of a
student in the district and a PepsiCo employee,
visited Patricia Evans’ 8th-grade science classes
to teach a delicious chemistry lesson. Students
experimented with colors and flavors to create
their own versions of the popular drink. See page
three for more on the district’s science and math
efforts.

2008-09
Jerry Morin
Educational
Excellence
Award Winners
Named in honor of retired
school board member Jerry
Morin, the Educational
Excellence Award is presented
each quarter to a teacher or
staff member who has shown
outstanding commitment to
student achievement.
Congratulations to this year’s
honorees!
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153 Transitions
District Bids Farewell to Graduates
James Hart School awarded
diplomas to 274, eighthgraders during its annual
graduation ceremony at
Homewood-Flossmoor High
School on June 1.

were given by the PTA, the
Homewood Rotary Club and
the American Legion.
Kassie Wallace and Zach
Sayeed won the PTA award
for service. Princewill Ibe
and Alonna Williams were
Awards recognizing
honored by the American
outstanding student
Legion. The Rotary Club
achievements and based on presented Sharisse Allen
teacher recommendations
and Mark Barbec with its Art

Mary Ann Richardson, French
and language arts teacher, James
Hart School

Welsh 4-Way Test Award.
The Betty Dillon Awards,
named for a former school
board member, were
presented to Kassie Wallace
and Isaiah Sciford for
earning straight A’s in the
most difficult classes.
As per the school’s tradition,
three students were asked
to speak on the topics of
past, present, and future.
Stephen Daw, addressing
the past, Linda Markert,
speaking about the present,
and Jasmine Mitchell,
looking forward to the future,
impressed the crowd of
about 1,400 with their public
speaking abilities.
Left, 2009 graduate Stephen Daw
addresses the audience gathered to
witness the James Hart commencement ceremony at HF High School.

Wendy Milnes (center), physical
education teacher, Churchill School

Sandra Smith (far right), 6thgrade teacher, Millennium School

Kara Schwaller, instructional
support assistant, Willow School

In a Class All
Her Own
In most years, the school
district experiences a
handful of staff retirements.
However, 2009 was not a
typical year. Only one staff
member will not be returning
in the fall having put in
enough years to earn her
retirement: Millennium
School technology teacher
Janet Revis.
Revis, a 21-year veteran of
Homewood Schools, taught
both 2nd-grade and 5thgrade classrooms at
Churchill and Willow
Schools as well as

technology at all four
schools during her tenure in
the school district. Her
contributions to the school
district will be sorely missed.

Above (L to R): Homewood
Education Association President
Yoka Ward, PTA President Cindy
McMurtrey , Janet Revis, and
School Board President Shelly
Marks at Revis’ retirement
celebration.
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James Hart
Honors
Guest Lecturer

153 Innovations
Fun with Math
and Science

On April 30th, James Hart
School presented an “Honored
Educator Award” to Matteson
resident Sidney Finkel. Finkel,
a Holocaust survivor, has
visited James Hart every year
since the mid-1990s to make
history come alive for the
school’s 8th-graders. His
chilling, first-person account of
the Jewish ghettos in Poland
and the Buchenwald
concentration camp allows
students to better understand
the Holocaust. Finkel is
pictured above with James
Hart Principal Michael Klein
(left) and social studies
teacher Tara Amin (right).

Willow School’s courtyard garden has
become invaluable for teaching the
natural sciences. Above, teaching
assistant Regina Zofeld leads 1stgraders in planting potatoes. The
students will harvest, cook, and eat
their vegetables in the fall.

A strong foundation in math
and science will be crucial
to students throughout their
academic lives and beyond.
District 153 teachers are
engaging students (and
sometimes their parents,
too) in creative, hands-on
activities designed to instill
a life-long love of these important areas of learning.
Here are just a few of those
efforts:
April

is the season for science fairs at Millennium and
Churchill Schools. On April
15, over 130 Churchill students, working alone or in
teams, presented the results of 75 different experiments at the school’s science fair. The next day 55
Millennium students
showed off their work on 30
different science projects.

Above, Katie Nigro’s
Millennium School EXCEL
students are thrilled to use
dry ice in their re-creation
of a comet.

Valuable
Le$$ons

Left, 4th-grader Brea Taylor
checks the temperature
inside her homemade solar
oven. Many 4th-grade
classrooms at Churchill
School created the ovens
during their study of energy
and the environment.

Millennium

School hosted a
“Family Math Night” on April
21. About 40 parents and
children from Millennium,
Churchill and Willow
schools participated. Families engaged in math games
like Fraction Action, Fraction
Friction, and Baseball Multiplication with National
Honor Society student volunteers from H-F High
School.

In

conjunction with a field
trip to the Challenger Learning Center of Northwest
Indiana, Millennium School
EXCEL students studied
space. The group made a
comet using dirt, rocks, dry
ice and other ingredients.
They also participated in an
experiment that required
them to give and follow a
set of directions as either
“mission control” or a
“shuttle commander.”

Cindy Rosenstein’s Odyssey
Math students at Willow
School recently were visited by
Joseph Crump, Vice President
of Harris Bank’s Homewood
branch. Crump used the story,
“Isabel’s Car Wash,” to
illustrate lessons about work,
saving and spending. The
presentation was organized
through the Office of Economic
Education at Governors State
University.
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Having Fun and
Giving Back

Left, Noah Roberts shares a congratulatory fist bump with his buddy, Beatriz
Carlson.
Below, Tas Dussias navigates through
a gauntlet of high fives on the way to
receive his gold medal.

Above, Millennium School’s 5th– and
6th-graders raised over $3,900 for
Special Olympics during their schoolwide Walk-A-Thon on June 1. The
James Hart Walk-A-Thon added another
$900 to the cause.

Above, Travis Weishar gets a
lesson in the fine art of shooting
hoops from his 8th-grade coach
Luis Garcia.

On May 11th, students from
James Hart’s Daily Living
Skills class and Willow’s
early childhood class
shared an afternoon of
games and fun at the
school district’s first Special
Olympics Field Day.

the preschoolers’ motor
skills. Field Day culminated
this year-long effort with the
older kids coaching and
cheering on their younger
friends through a series of
physical tasks, including an
obstacle course.

Over the course of the
school year, the older students would work with the
younger ones to enhance

Gold medals and high fives
were plentiful at the end of
the day.

Above, Noralee Sandala’s 1st-grade
class rolls through a scooter obstacle
course as part of Willow School’s Field
Day for Diabetes on May 1. Willow
students raised over $4,700 to benefit the American Diabetes Association.
Left, James Hart
Principal Michael
Klein takes a pie
to the face as part
of the school’s
fundraiser for the
St. Baldrick’s
Foundation. The
school raised
about $1,500 in
the fight against
children’s cancer.

