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There Will
Be Blood!
By Angela Cerbone ‘08
The air in the Jack Curran Gym was
thick with anxious excitement and
nervous conversation on March 4 from
8:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. as 160
Stanners ages 16 and up donated blood
for use at local hospitals to aid leukemia
patients, heart patients, and people
needing surgery.

Molloy’s school nurse, Mrs. Kathy
Forgione, R.N., said the one pint of
blood that each Stanner donated could
be used to help as many as 40 people.
Seniors Kerry Ulmer and Cristina
Auriemmo, who each gave a pint, are
both seasoned donors, having given
blood at Molloy last year as well.
Both agreed it doesn’t hurt to donate,

Junior Naaila Hassan can’t bear to look as a nurse begins to draw
blood during Molloy’s Blood Drive. (Photos by Bro. Roy George)
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Mr. Dennis Vellucci is one faculty member who donated blood.
although Ulmer admitted, “it did hurt a
little when the nurse had to put the
needle in my arm a few times before
she found a vein, but otherwise it feels
just like a pinch.”
Senior Fareeda Bullert said, “People
shouldn’t be afraid to give blood. It is
for such a good cause.”
Molloy’s eighth annual Blood Drive
was sponsored by Long Island Blood
Services, a division of the New York
Blood Center.
Although 187 students and faculty
signed up to give blood, only 177
showed up to register on the day of the
event and only 160 were cleared to
actually donate.
Students who were feeling sick that
day or weighed less than 110 pounds,
or had traveled to another country, or
had a tattoo or piercing within the last
year were not allowed to donate.

The number of students who
registered to donate was down from
last year, when Molloy set the record
for the most blood ever donated in a
single day, 171 pints.
But Mrs. Forgione said that she was
still satisfied with the size of the turnout.
Signs had been posted in the hallways
and announcements were made during
homeroom for weeks to advertise the
desperate need for blood due to the
fact that New Yorkers are not donating
blood to local hospitals as much as they
have in the past.
So Mrs. Forgione was pleased that
so many Stanners came to the gym to
do their part.
“It is a lesson learned that to give the
gift of life to others is something that
you can do for the rest of your life,”
she said. “And that will help others
possibly stay alive.”

Pipes & Drums: the music of March

By Kristen Himmelberg ‘09
March is the Molloy Pipe and Drum
Band’s favorite time of the year.
People are wearing green and
breaking out their shamrocks as the
excitement mounts.
Yes, it’s time again for the St.
Patrick’s Day celebrations that the
Molloy Pipe and Drum Band eagerly
awaits all year.
The Pipe and Drum Band, led by
Moderator Mr. Ed Cameron, spends
most of March performing in many
different parades and church dances in
honor of St. Patrick’s Day.
It kicked off the season with the
Rockaway St. Patrick’s Parade on
Saturday, March 1, which had a large
turnout of Stanners giving their support.
The next day, the band marched in the
Garden City St. Patrick’s Parade and
then at St. Joan of Arc Church.
The band was busy again the
following weekend, playing at Our Lady
of Mercy Church on March 8 and then
marching in the Ronkonkoma St.
Patrick’s Parade on March 9 as well
as playing at Blessed Sacrament, St.
Joseph’s, and Resurrection Ascension
Churches.

As far as the Pipes and Drums Band
is concerned, “they call it the month of
March for a reason,” joked Mr.
Cameron.
All these marches and events,
however, are just the lead up to the
biggest event of the year: the New York
City St. Patrick’s Day Parade on March
17 in Manhattan.
Mr. Cameron said the Molloy band
is scheduled to start marching along
Fifth Ave. at 1:45 p.m. but that with the
usual delays that occur when organizing
such a large parade, Molloy might not
start until as late as 3:00 p.m.
The consensus between band
members is that their favorite parade is
the big New York City Parade.
“My favorite part of being in the band
is definitely marching in the New York
City Parade,” said junior Brittany
Dombrowski. “It’s so exciting to walk
down Fifth Ave. and see all the Molloy
kids standing outside of FAO Schwartz
cheering for you.”
Mr. Cameron said his favorite
memory of marching in Manhattan,
“was when the weather was beautiful
and 72 degrees because we have
marched through horrible conditions

with rain, ice and snow.”
The band has four different sets of
music it plays during their many
performances during the month of
March, playing three songs per set.
“Depending on how long the parade
is, we usually play these sets three to
four times,” said Mr. Cameron. “Our
most popular songs are ‘The Minstrel
Boy’ and ‘The Wearing of the Green’”
The band, which was established at
Molloy in 1995, has nine pipers Brittany Dombrowski, Brian Logar,
Kevin Logar, Kathleen Madden,
Andrew Christ, Marissa Castoro, Sean
Hickey, Sean Towey, and Victoria
Lane - and 11 drummers - Travis
Kessel, Anthony Chan, Brian Gribbon,
Joe Dionisi, Rosie Garlan, Zullay Yepes,
Adam Maldonado, John Maldonado,
Brendan Erskine, Danny Erskine, and
Elise Lontos.
Three faculty members also march.
Mr. Cameron and Bro. James Norton
are pipers while Mr. James Sheldon is
the Drum Major.
A large group of beginners are
learning how to play the pipes and
drums this year and plan to march next
year: J.D. Lynch, Maggie Kimball,

Rachel Frank, Patrick Finneran, Danny
Cosgrove, Kathryn Edwards, Deirdre
Quinlan and Michael Arnold.

Piper Brittany Dombrowski
(Photo Christina Loccisano)

Are Stanners willing to help Molloy ‘Go Green’?
Molloy is trying to become more
environmentally friendly in its day-today operations this year because of the
push by Environmental Awareness Club
President Samantha Diliberti and
Moderator Mr. Chris Dougherty and
their “Go Green Campaign.”
Some small changes have been made
to the recycling program as Molloy tries
to become more efficeint in recycling
paper, bottles, and cans.
But do fellow Stanners and faculty
really care about the club’s “Go Green
Campaign” ?
Sophomore Rosie Garlan said she
cares about the environment because
how we treat the earth today will affect
future generations, including her own
children someday.
But senior Eric Lee said he is probusiness and therefore sees the
environmental movement as a threat to
our economy.

Junior Naaila Hassan and many other
Stanners said they do try to recycle at
home but not anywhere else.
Walk down Molloy’s hallways or sit
in its classrooms and you’ll see bits of
paper everywhere, which shows that
Molloy’s problem with recycling really
just boils down to Stanners’ laziness and
their idea that they don’t have to recycle
because someone else will do it for
them.
Principal Bro. Roy George often asks
students to pick up the garbage in the
cafeteria after breakfast and lunch as a
courtesy to make our school
environment a little cleaner.
Yet every day garbage must be
picked up by the maintenance and
cafeteria staffs because Stanners have
the idea that they do not have to clean
up because somebody else will do it.
Diliberti said, “If we make recycling
the norm at our school, then everyone
will start doing it. If we make recycling
easy for everyone so people don’t have
to go out of their way to do it, then it
will be a lot easier for everyone.”
If enough Stanners start recycling, will
everyone else start doing so? Or will
recycling never become the norm
because Stanners are just too lazy?
Mr. Dougherty said a New York
household faces a $25 fine for mixing
recyclables with regular garbage but
schools are exempt from this law.
If Molloy were fined every day for
its recycling violation, the school would
lose $1,200 a year.
But without a fine, how will Molloy
ever be motivated enough to get serious
about recycling?
Bro. Roy wants to have a recycling
program as long as it does not put undo
demands on anyone.
“I think Stanners do care, but it is

Illustrations by Diane Fernandes ‘08
sometimes difficult to recycle,” he said.
Molloy’s stated purpose is to put lifelong values in place for students as
illustrated by its motto: “Not for school,
but for life.”
The Environmental Awareness Club
used those words to help convince Bro.
Roy to endorse the recycling program
because if Stanners start recycling at
school, they will do it for the rest of
their lives.
Recycling shows that we care about
the environment and believe in helping
others in our community and future
generations. It also reflects the views
of the Catholic Church. God has given
us this Earth, so wouldn’t God want
us to take care of it?
Mr. Dougherty is optimistic that
Stanners will eventually do their part.

“I’ve seen more students and faculty
more interested about the environment
in the years of 2007 and 2008,” he said.
Mr. Dougherty pointed out that Mr.
Glenn DaGrossa and Mr. Dan Charvet
have come to him about starting to
recycle paper in the Art Room and the
Computer Lab. He also said there has
been an increase in membership this
year in the Environmental Awareness
Club.
But in the end, it all boils down to the
behavior of individual Stanners.
If every student cooperates, then
Molloy will continue to go greener and
recycling will become the norm.
If not, Stanners will have missed an
opportunity to make the world a better
place.

— Camille Dwyer ’10

Philharmonic in North Korea proves the power of music
Stanner frosh learned about the
power of music to change the world in
Mr. Glenn DaGrossa’s Music
Appeciation class last month when he
discussed the New York Philharmonic
Orchestra’s performance in North
Korea, making it the first Western
artistic group to perform in the country
since 1950.
“The importance of the New York
Philharmonic performing in North
Korea is that, hopefully, the concerts

Wanted: Letters
to the Editor
The Stanner welcomes all letters to
the editor from students, faculty,
alumni and staff that respond to any
of the articles published in previous
issues.
Send your letters to The Stanner via
email at: thestanner@molloyhs.org.
The Stanner reserves all rights to
edit all letters to conform to space
capacity and paper policy. Thank you
for your involvement and we look
forward to your input.

will aid in a cultural exchange between
divided nations,” said Mr. DaGrossa.
“If nothing else, it allows the North
Koreans to experience something from
the outside world.”
The New York-based orchestra
includes musicians fromAmerica, China,
Japan, Poland, Chile, Romania, Russia,
Ukraine, and Korea itself.
The performances took place in
North Korea’s capital Pyongyang at the
East Pyongyang Grand Theater and the
orchestra
played
classical
compositions, folks songs and the North
Korean and American national anthems.
Directed by Lorin Maazel and
conducted by Xian Zhang, the New
York Philharmonic was founded by
Ureli Corelli Hill in 1842 and is the
oldest orchestra in America still in
existance.
The concert represents a significant
change in attitude by North Korea,
which had not allowed outsiders into
its country for over half a century.
After World War II, Korea was split
into two parts when Soviet occupied
North and American occupied South.
It has remained split ever since.

But will the New York Philharmonic’s
tour really change North Korea’s
relationship with the rest of the world?
Some are skeptical that this event will
change anything.
Raymond Ferreira, a junior alto
saxophonist in Molloy’s Stage Band,
said that more than just a concert will
have to happen to make any real
change inAmerica’s diplomatic relations
with North Korea.
But perhaps it is an important first
step. North Korea recently invited Eric
Clapton, the famous English rock and

blues guitarist, to perform there.
However, his spokeswoman said that
he has not yet agreed to play.
Clapton might have been invited
because Kim Jong Chol, the son of Kim
Jong Il, is a fan of his, or because the
North Korean State Symphony
Orchestra will play in England in
September.
Whatever the reason, it is another sign
of change in the diplomacy of North
Korea.
And another sign of the power of
music to bring people together.

— Navdep Kaur ’11
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Molloy Science Olympians finish fifth in city meet
By Tara Gildea ’09
Molloy’s Science Olympiad Team
placed fifth out of the 39 schools
competing at the New York City
Championships on Feb. 9, missing a
chance to advance to the State
Championships by just seven points.
In most years, Molloy would have
advanced to the State Championships
with a fifth place finish because 40
schools usually enter the city
competition and in regional
competitions featuring 40 or more
schools, the top five schools are allowed
to advance.
But this year only 39 schools
competed in the New York City
Championships, reducing the number
of schools allowed to advance to state
to just four.
Molloy had the best performance
among Catholic high schools, finishing
with 392 points in a competition where
the lowest score wins.
Stuyvesant finished first with 357
points, Cardozo was second (365),
Collegiate third (384) and Townsend
Harris was fourth (385).
“While making states is always our
goal, we were happy to bring home
individual medals,” said Mr. Michael
DeMarco, the team’s moderator.
Molloy junior Kyle Hounsell and
frosh George DeMarco placed first in
the Robot Ramble Competition.
They designed and built a robot

capable of picking up and dropping
objects into a target box using remote
control.
The box was filled with red balloons
that the robot must pop, and blue
balloons that the robot must remove.
Then, within a three-minute time limit,
the robot had to pick up and drop into
the box three D-cell batteries, five index
cards, and four tennis balls.
Molloy’s other first place finish was
in the Circuit Lab competition where
seniors Kevin Rhodes and Jonathan

Rodriguez won a gold medal.
Hounsell and DeMarco also placed
second in the Electric Vehicle
competition for which they had to design
and construct a battery operated vehicle
that is capable of stopping on it own at
any point on the course as requested
by the judges, without the aid of a
remote control.
Rhodes and sophomore Susan Zheng
placed second in the Boomilever
Competition for which they constructed
a structure made of balsa wood that

Louis Lamia, Steve Maniscalco, George DeMarco, Jonathan
Rodriguez, Paul Bakoyiannis, Kyle Hounsell, Susan Zheng, and Saahil
Trivedi gather around an electric vehicle. (Photo by Bro. Roy George)

weighed only 25 grams but was
capable of holding a bucket of sand
weighing 33 pounds.
Junior Raymond Ferreira and senior
Katarina Duzdevich finished third in the
Food Science competition and junior
Nicholas Chan and senior Jenny
Kochupurackal finished third in the
Chemistry Lab.
Molloy has had tremendous success
over the past 22 years in this
interscholastic competition whose
events include biology, chemistry,
physics, earth science, and engineering,
winning five city championships and
finishing either second or third 13 times.
Molloy began practicing for this
year’s competition in October and the
preparation process is tough.
For several events, team members
must come up with an idea for a
machine, design, construct and de-bug
it, and then re-design it if needed.
Many practices ran late, with one
ending at 9 p.m.
“We put a considerable amount of
time into each event and we are very
happy with the outcome,” said
Hounsell.
Molloy will lose six seniors from this
year’s team so Mr. DeMarco will be
looking for fresh talent for 2009.
“We have a good shot of making it
[to the state competition] next year,”
said Hounsell.

Seniors enjoy the Isle of Capri during trip to Italy
By David Kane ’10
During the week-long February
vacation, 43 seniors traveled with
several chaperones to southern Italy.
This was the fifth European trip
organized by Mr. Chris Dougherty.
When the trips started in 2004, they
were open to all students with seniors
and juniors getting priority.
But as interest in the trips grew among
the students, it was decided that there
would be a trip open only to seniors
with the two other trips being open to
the rest of the student body.
A junior/senior trip to Eastern Europe

led by Mrs. Kasey DiPasquale and a
frosh/sophomore trip to England and
Scotland led by Mr. Jim Sheldon are
set for Easter vacation.
Mr. Dougherty said the first seniorsonly European vacation was an
overwhelmingly positive experience for
everyone involved. The seven-hour
flight was smooth, yet “long and
boring,” said senior Fareeda Bullert.
The other chaperones for the trip
were Mrs. Kathy Forgione, Mrs.
DiPasquale and her husband, Bro.
James Norton, Mr. Glenn DaGrossa
and Mr. Joe Napolitano, a longtime

Mixer to follow hoops game
By Jennifer Mongiat ‘10
The annual Senior vs. Faculty
Basketball Game, originally planned for
this month in the Jack Curran Gym, has
been pushed back to May with the
specific date yet to be determined.
After the game, a “mixer” with a DJ
will be held in the gym, said event
organizer Mr. Chris Dougherty.
What exactly is a mixer? It’s just a
dance with a different name.
“I decided to call it a mixer,” Mr.
Dougherty said, “because if it was
called a dance, [paid] chaperones
would be forced to attend. This will be
more of a volunteer situation.”
Student can only attend the mixer if
they also attend the game.
“The cost for the tickets has not been
determined but they will be between $2

friend of Mr. Dougherty.
The itinerary for the trip took the
group from Rome to Sicily with many
stops along the way.
Good weather made the trip easier
for all, as it only rained once throughout
the entire experience, although some
group members wished it had been
slightly warmer.
The group stayed in Rome for two
nights, then made its way through the
cities of Pompeii, Naples, Capri, Reggio
di Calabria, and Palermo in Sicily.
A popular place on the tour was the
ancient Greek ruins in Sicily, where the
seniors spent four hours admiring their

preserved beauty.
Mr. Dougherty’s favorite experiences
included Pompeii and Agrigento. But
most of all, he said seeing how much
fun the students had visiting each place
was the best experience of all.
Seniors Bullert and Christina Campisi
said their favorite stop on the tour was
the Isle of Capri, where the travelers
saw the Blue Grotto, a popular sea
cave on the coast.
“It was the most beautiful place we
saw,” said Campisi, who also enjoyed
the boat ride into the Blue Grotto.
Other favorite places were Rome and
Sorrento.

and $5,” said Mr. Dougherty.
Senior Cristine Penin, who is helping
Mr. Dougherty organize the event, said,
“I think a good sized amount of kids
will show up. I also think that this will
show school spirit, which this school
needs.”
Penin said that students in May should
look for the flyers and posters that will
be put up to advertize the exact date
for the event.
Students already are expressing
interest in the event.
“I plan to go because it’s fun and
entertaining to watch the game,” said
sophomore Catherine Cosmo.
Sophomore Katrina Colletti also
Senior Brian Testa, Bro. James Norton, Mr. Chris Dougherty, Mr.
plans to attend.
“I want to go to have fun with my Joe Napolitano, Class of ‘91, and senior Beth Terranova pose by
ancient ruins during their trip to Italy. (Photo by Christina Campisi)
friends,” she said.

Class of 2008 mourns the
Katy Grogan had a beautiful smile
that could brighten up even the
gloomiest Molloy hallway.
She was a loving and caring friend
and teammate who put others before
herself.
As much as she embraced others, she
was just as accepting of who she was
herself — a confident, intelligent person
who was cherished by her friends.
Molloy lost a beloved member of its
senior class on Feb. 15 when Kaitlyn
Grogan, 18, died in a highway accident
in Tampa, Fla., where she had gone
during President’s Week vacation to
participate in a soccer tournament with
her club team, the Bayside Tigers.
Katy leaves behind her parents,
Terrance and Teresa Grogan, a younger
sister, Kelly, and a younger brother
Terrance.
Mrs. Grogan recalled at Katy’s
memorial service last month that her
older daughter had once described in a
class assignment, “that the only thing she
needed to create a perfect room was
her sister. And she had great plans for
her brother to go to Molloy and play
baseball.
“We can never fill the holes left in the
lives of my little ones. But maybe Katy’s
friends here can help us to watch over
them like she would have,” Mrs. Grogan
said.
Katy’s friends feel the Class of 2008
has lost one of its most caring and
selfless members.
“Everyone knows she was a great
person and a great friend,” said senior
Stacey Derosier. “Like John
[McEntee] said [at the memorial
service], she was very selfless. I
remember her taking time out to help
me since I wasn’t always the most gifted
soccer player. She really was a great
person and it’s sad to see her go.”
Said senior Stephanie Sebo, “In the
end, it’s not the amount of years in your
life but the life in your years. Katy lived
more than most people. We’d all be
lucky to experience some of the things
that Katy did.”
Senior Nicki Bagatta added,
“Anyone who got to meet Katy knows
how great of a person she was. Her
selfless personality and lovable smile
and laugh are what made her such a
good friend. Just a little ‘Hey’ from her
in the hallway would put a smile on my
face. I was one of the lucky people who
got to know her and I will miss her with
all my heart.”
“Katy was an amazing person to say
the very least,” said senior Vincent
Illuzzi. “I will always remember her
smile.”
Senior Brianne Rosa said she will
always remember Katy’s “fun
personality.”
Rosa recalls her last memory of Katy.
Rosa and Katy were taking the bus
home after school with Ryan Dillon and
Christina Hernandez when Katy made

a funny face and a small shriek at Rosa
and they all laughed.
“Katy had so much going for her,”
Rosa said.
Senior Katie Johnson said, “Many
that weren’t friends with Katy wished
that they were.”
Senior Alison Brennan recalls that
after Katy died, she remembered the
saying, “When someone you love
becomes a memory, that memory
becomes a treasure.”
“When I read this quote,” Brennan
said, “I think about all the laughs, the
jokes, the conversations and especially
the smiles I shared with Katy throughout
all four years at Molloy.
I am honored to have
known such a beautiful
person both inside and
out. She will continue in
our hearts always and
forever.”
Senior Danielle
DelGrosso, who was a
Peer Group Leader
with Katy, said,
“Katy was so full of life.
I honestly don’t think I
ever saw her in a bad
mood.
“Last quarter she was in my peer
group and I got to know the real her. I
don’t see how anyone could dislike her.
It’s such a shame that God took her so
quickly.”
Mr. Grogan said he saw how much
Katy’s friends meant to her.
“Even if she couldn’t talk on the
phone, she would at least pick up and
let her friends know how she was
always there for them,” he said. “She
would say to me, ‘Dad, I have to pick
up and let her know I’ll call her back;
she needs me.’”
Mrs. Grogan said her older daughter,
“was a people person. Her biggest
request for her Sweet 16 [party] was
that she wanted to be able to invite as
many people as possible. She wanted
to do the same for her 18th birthday.
She loved people.”
Mrs. Grogan remembers how Katy
used to buy clothes as presents for all
her male friends. “Which I still believe
she did so you guys would look good
while you were with her.,” she said.
Rosa, who knew Katy since they
were both second graders at Sacred
Heart School, remembers how Katy
bought her a bracelet with a dolphin on
it for Christmas when they were still in
grade school.
Rosa found the bracelet and started
wearing it again recently because, “it’s
something that Katy personally gave
me.”
After graduating from Sacred Heart
School in 2004, Katy decided to come
to Molloy.
Mrs. Grogan said, “She actually got
into Townsend Harris [High School]
and we said, ‘Yeah, free high school!’

loss of Kaitlyn Grogan
“And she apologized to us but said
she couldn’t go there because, one, they
didn’t have the sports she needed to
play and, two, all they did there was
study and she needed to have friends
and a life. How can you argue with that?
“So she went to Archbishop Molloy
and we want to thank every one of the
students and faculty at that school. She
would notice every simple kindness you
all showed her and she was always
grateful,” Mrs. Grogan said.
As a frosh at Molloy, Katy was a
member of the undefeated girls junior
varsity basketball team.
However, Katy, who had started
playing soccer at age
four and had starred for
a variety of successful
club teams in Queens,
returned to the game as
a sophomore and
played for Molloy for
three seasons, ending
her high school soccer
career with a loss in the
city finals.
“She was devastated
by the loss,” said Mrs.
Grogan. “Later, she
wrote a paper where
she acknowledged that the loss, while
painful, helped build character.”
Senior teammate Jamie Hannigan said
of Katy, “You could never tell that she
was hurt by the way she played even
though she was injured for most of the
season. She was so strong that she was
the one supporting all of us, even when
winning didn’t seem possible. She was
the heart of her team and she always
pulled us through.”
Senior Anna DiRe said, “To describe
Katy as a player in one word, you could
say she was a fighter. She was always
so dedicated in everything she did. It
really reflected in the way she played.”
Senior Cristina DiRe said, “Her heart
for the game showed in the passion she
played with.”
After the Molloy season ended, she
played for the Bayside Tigers, and she
was in Florida to participate in a
tournament designed to showcase
players who were still hoping to attract
the attention of college coaches and
earn a scholarship.
“Going to Florida was their reward
for playing so hard and so well for so
long,” Mrs. Grogan said. “She didn’t
want to go and play as much as she
wanted to just be with that team.
Already she had been offered one full
ride scholarship [by Sacred Heart
University in Connecticut] to play
Division II soccer. She just loved to run
and be with her friends. She loved the
natural high that came from both those
things.”
Katy got her athletic ability and skill
from her father, who was her favorite
coach, and during her life she
participated in soccer, basketball,

softball, swimming and track.
She also took ballet and tap dancing
classes and was a brown belt in karate.
“Aside from all the sports, she was
such a girly girl,” said Mrs. Grogan.
“She would love getting her nails done.
She loved all that stuff.”
Mrs. Grogan said that one of Katy’s
favorite sayings was: Everything
happens for a reason.
Since her death, she said, “we have
all been looking for the reason behind
this tragedy.
“It hit me that since Katy touched so
many lives, there is no one reason. Her
light was too big to have set only one
fire. I think that she lit a fire in every
single on of us.
We each have to find our own
individual reason why this happened to
each of us and turn this tragedy into
something positive. Because the other
thing that was so important to Katy was
that no one should waste a gift given to
them from God.
“Keep her in your heart forever and
live up to the potential of your Godgiven gifts. Her fire was the brightest,
so it burned the fastest. And we will
continue to breathe with Katy in our
hearts,” Mrs. Grogan said.
“There are simply no words,” said
senior Catherine Houser, “that can
describe how amazing Katy was. She
was always smiling, always giving,
always loving, and she will always be
missed. I was lucky to have been
friends with her. Her heart was so big,
I guess God couldn’t let it live. We were
lucky to have known an angel.”
Illuzzi said that a week after her
death, “ I noticed how beautiful the sky
was today and then I realized it’s
because she’s up there now.”
Seniors Vincent Illuzzi, Kati
Johnson, Elyssa Noblesala, Katie
Ornellas, Isabella Palermo, Joanna
Pellegrino, Katie Shea and Fred
Tobias contributed to the reporting
and writing of this story.

Drama Club to stage ‘Guys & Dolls’
By Isabelle Parzygnat
For its spring production, the Molloy
Drama Club will perform the musical
“Guys and Dolls” on April 10, 11, and
12 at 8 p.m. and April 13 at 2 p.m. in
the Jack Curran Gymnasium.
The club’s great success in staging
Neil Simon’s comedy “Rumors” to
sold-out audiences in the theater on
Dec. 7-9 gives the cast a lot of
confidence that its next production will
be just as successful.
“Guys and Dolls” is about the
gamblers and gangsters who inhabited
the Times Square area in the 1930’s
and a bet made by two gamblers that
leads to love.
The musical is, “very fun and fast
moving,” said Drama Club Moderator
Mr. Kevin Schwab.

Mr. Schwab is directing “Guys and
Dolls” at Molloy after having played
one of the leading roles while in college
and serving as the assistant director in
a community theater production.
“The music is classic and very
memorable,” he said.
About 70 Stanners auditioned for a
part in “Guys and Dolls” but only 31
earned roles.
Mr. Schwab said it took a lot of time
and effort to pick the cast.
“This was the hardest production for
me to cast to date,” he said. “I held
callbacks for a lot of students in order
to get the correct balance of singing and
acting.”
Out of the 31 cast members, seven
play leading roles: Jose Luis Rodriguez
(playing Nathan Detroit), Connor
Hubbard (Sky Masterson), Cailin
Chang (Adelaide), Claudia Goncalves
(Sarah Brown), Scott Brady (Arvide
Abernathy), Ryan Mayorga (Nicely
Nicely Johnson) and Niccolo Pizarro
(Benny Southstreet).
All but Hubbard and Mayorga
appeared in the Drama Club’s fall
production of “Rumors.”
Along with the leading roles, many
other cast members from “Rumors”
were recast for “Guys and Dolls”
including Hunter Lydon, Ivana
Thompson, and Travis Kessel.
Two members of the cast, Angela
Dumlao and Stacey Derosier, are both

happy with the way rehearsals for the
musical have gone so far.
Both agreed that the most rewarding
part of working on the musical was the
experience of working with their fellow
cast members.
“We’re getting things done in
rehearsal and having fun together,”
Dumlao stated.
After the great success of “Rumors,”
Mr. Schwab is expecting this production
to be just as good, if not better.
“My major goal is to see if I can pull
off one of the best musical comedies
with the talent and theater space
available for us here at Molloy,” he
stated. “I think we will put on another
excellent show that can out-do the past
productions.
“I am always trying to develop
theatrical experiences at Molloy so that
the students are always learning
something new and I can push myself
to new levels of achievement,” he
added.
Additonal cast members are: Cosimo
Commisso (Angie the Ox); Michelle
Constante (Hotbox); Jackie Cosse
(Doll); Stacey Derosier (Hotbox);
Angela Dumlao (General); Jackie
Ehrhardt (Hotbox); Will Frenzel
(Drunk); Jessica Gavilan (Doll); Kristen
Himmelberg (Doll); Andrea Ilagan
(Hotbox); Travis Kessel (Big Jule);
Sarah Kohler (Doll); Louis Lamia (Joey
Biltmore); Kisha Laurent (Doll); Matt

Leonen (Mission Man); Grace
Lisandrelli (Doll); Everhard Lopez
(Guy); Hunter Lydon (Brannigan); Brian
Murphy (Harry the Horse); Andrew
Pedicino (Guy); Ivana Thompson
(Agatha); Saahil Trivedi (Guy); Gloria
Ventura (Doll); Valerie Villanueva
(Doll).
Joann Syrek is the assistant director
and Erin Brady is the stage manager.

Cailin Chang and Scott Brady,
above, and Claudia Gonclaves, far
left, will again star in a Molloy
Drama Club production next
month. (Photos by Emily Balkan)

Frosh eagerly await the arrival of Class of 2012
By Natalie Kurzyna ’11
Frosh, you can start counting the days
until you become sophomores because
the 373 members of the Class of 2012
registered on Saturday March 8 to take
your place next September as Molloy’s
ninth graders.
Most of the current frosh like Karolin
Dzieniszewski are looking forward to
rising one level in Molloy’s social
pyramid next year.
“Being a freshman was okay, but
upperclassmen are treated better,” she
said.
Melissa Beale agrees. “Being the
youngest isn’t fun,” she said.
Carolyn Jativa, on the other hand,

isn’t jumping for joy about becoming a
sophomore next fall.
“I like being a freshman,” she said.
“There’s nothing bad about it.”
Juan Gomez has mixed emotions
about becoming a sophomore.
“Honestly, I like being a freshman,
though I guess it would be good to move
on,” he said.
Gomez is excited about being, “one
step closer to getting a top locker.”
Beale says, “Everything is good about
being a freshman, but I will be happy
to leave that title behind.”
Dzieniszewski said, “I think that I will
have more experience and be more
comfortable as a sophomore.”

Some ninth graders will be happy to
escape the frosh academic schedule.
“You’re either in all honors classes
or in none, and that’s not good because
some kids are better at different subjects
than others,” said Alexandra
Mielczarek. “Next year we can have
peer groups and we can choose our
classes.”
When the Class of 2012 arrives in
September, most of the soon-to-be
sophomores interviewed said they are
going to be nice and helpful.
Dzieniszewski said that she wants to
“make the new freshmen feel more
comfortable.”
Others joked about it, saying that the

new frosh will find themselves looking
for the “pool on the fourth floor” during
the first few weeks of school.
Mielczarek said, “I’ll joke around and
call them freshmen, but that’s the beauty
of being older! But, of course, I’ll be
nice to them and help them out with
opening their lockers.”
Gaby Hatzopoulos thinks that some
members of the Class of 2011 will be
“nice and others will try to be cool and
act mean. It’s just the way people are.”
As the Class of 2011 gets ready to
step up in the social ladder of Stanner
High, let them not forget the true
meaning of the word sophomore: “wise
fool.”

Mr. Sweeney is new guiding light for The Lantern
By Jackie Cosse ’10 and Amanda
Demenescu ’10
The Lantern has a new moderator,
Mr. Mark Sweeney, who took over
running the weekly Wednesday
afternoon student-run prayer services
in the chapel from Bro. John Raeihle.
“Bro. John does an abundant amount
of work in running the Marist Youth
ministry,” Mr. Sweeney said, “thus, I
took over The Lantern to help absorb
some of the work load.”
Mr. Sweeney, who is in his first year
at Molloy as an English teacher, first

got involved in with The Lantern while
he was a Stanner himself.
“I graduated from Molloy in 2003,”
Mr. Sweeney said. “Bro. John, [the late]
Bro. Stephen Urban, and I
‘resurrected’ The Lantern program
when I was a junior. I served as the
head of The Lantern committee [as a
junior and senior].”
Mr. Sweeney said The Lantern is a
great way for students to relax and pray
every Wednesday after school in the
chapel starting at 2:15 p.m.
The purpose of The Lantern is for

students to set aside 40 minutes a week
to pray, share, and reflect on different
issues and topics.
Many subjects have been disucssed
at meetings of The Lantern such as:
Faith; Sacrifice; Hope; Love; the
Admiration of Heroes; and Seize the
Day.
The student planning committee
chooses the discussion topic every
Tuesday, which helps The Lantern
become more student centered.
The students on the planning
committee this year are: Robert

Costello, Andrew Pignataro, Victoria
Barrett, Emily Balkan, Michelle
Eichorst, James Hartigan, Eddie
Nasser, Dylan Pleva and Meghan
Shevlin.
Mr. Sweeney encourages all Molloy
students to become a part of The
Lantern.
“Come and help us share a Marist
experience each week,” Mr. Sweeney
said. “For those of you who have been
on a retreat in Esopus, The Lantern can
be seen as a piece of Esopus here at
Molloy.”

JV boys crush Royals to win city title
Sophomore Ernest Rouse scored a
game-high 26 points to lead Molloy’s
Junior Varsity Basketball Team to a 6749 victory over Christ the King and the
New York City CHSAA “AA”
Championship.
After trailing 29-27 at halftime,

Molloy blew the Royals out in the
second half as sophomore guard Devin
Figueroa finished with 14 points and
sophomore forward Keith Kilpatrick
had 13.
The JV finished the season with a 214 record overall.

Devin Figueroa blows by his defender to score.

Ernest Rouse drives the baseline. (Photos by Blue & White staff)

Keith Kilpatrick takes it to the hoop.

History-making victory
Led by seniors Rebecca Power, who
won two events and the Best Field
Performer Award, and Jessica Conter,
who won two gold and one silver
medal, Molloy’s Girls Varsity Track and
Field Team won its first CHSAA
Intersectional Indoor Championship in
school history.
Molloy’s senior-dominated squad
took home its first championship plaque
after scoring 44 points to beat
Kellenberg by seven points on Feb. 10
at the Armory in Manhattan.
Power won the shot put with a toss
of 36-feet-1.5 and the pole vault by
clearing 10-feet.
“Rebecca did what she normally does
and everyone else stepped up,” said
Coach Mr. Austin Power.
No one more so than Conter, who
won the 55-meter hurdles and the long
jump and then anchored the 800-meter
relay team to a school record and a
second place finish.
“It’s really amazing,” Conter said. “I
was actually surprised that I won the
hurdles since I don’t practice much but
I’ve been getting better every week.”
Molloy jumped out to an early lead
at the meet thanks to its dominance in
the field events.
Power, senior Natalie Higgins, and

sophomore Andrea Martinez took three
of the top five spots in the shot put.
Power, senior Beth Terranova, junior
Brittany Dombrowski, and frosh
Stephanie Rey swept the first four
places in the pole vault.
Senior Alexandra Jean-Joseph won
the triple jump despite competing with
a leg injury and Conter won the long
jump.
Martinez and frosh Stefania Vendome
were among the top five in the weight
throw.
Then Mr. Power had to sit back and
see if his runners could earn just enough
points to make the big lead Molloy had
built up in the field events hold up.
The 1,600-meter relay team
pleasantly surprised Mr. Power by
finishing fifth.
Then the 800-meter relay team
clinched Molloy’s first city title with its
second place finish.
Here are Molloy’s results from the
meet:
Team Scores: 1. Molloy 44; 2.
Kellenberg 37; 3. Bishop Ford 28; 4.
St. John the Baptist 15; 5. (tie) St. John
Villa and St. Anthony’s 14.
Shot put: 1. Rebecca Power, 361.5; 2. Natalie Higgins, 33-1.5;
5. Andrea Martinez, 29-10.

Pole vault: 1. Rebecca Power, 100; 2. Beth Terranova, 8-0; 3. Brittany
Dombrowski, 7-6; 4. Stephanie Rey,
7-6.
Triple jump: 1. Alexandra JeanJoseph, 35-9.5.
Long jump: 1. Jessica Conter, 164.25.
Weight throw: 3. Andrea Martinez,
31-6.75; 5. Stefania Vendome, 23-6.
55-meter hurdles: 1. Jessica

Conter, 9.07.
800-meter relay: 2. Molloy
(Alexandra Jean-Joseph, Sabrina
Spataro, Monica Martinez, Jessica
Conter), 1:48.10.*
1,600-meter relay: 5. Molloy
(Stephanie Rey, Christina Grimaldi,
Nicole Ramirez, Arianna Dussie)
4:18.07.
* - new school record

Molloy places seventh
at CHSAA boys meet
Senior Jarenn Stewart was one of
only two double-winners at the
CHSAA Boys Intersectional
Championships on Feb. 10 in the
Armory in Manhattan.
Stewart won the 55-meter dash in
a time of 6.50 seconds and the long
jump with a leap of 22-feet-4.
Only two other Stanners managed
to score points in the City
Championships: sophomore Sean
Collins finished fourth in the 55-meter
hurdles in a time of 8.12 and junior
Matt Letellier finished fourth in the pole

vault by clearing 13-feet.
Letellier equalled the height of the
second place finisher Cory Duggan
of Farrell and third place finisher John
Horvath but fell to fourth place due
to having more misses during the
competition than the other two
vaulters.
As a team, Molloy finished in
seventh place with 16 points.
Fordham Prep won the city title with
43 points, Farrell was second with 26
and Kellenbeg was third with 22.

Stanners stop Royals’ winning streak
By Melanie Dostis ’10
All good things come to an end and
that was the case for the Christ the King
Girls Varsity Basketball Team when it
came to the Jack Curran Gym to face
Archbishop Molloy on Feb. 9.
The Stanners beat Christ the King
58-50 in overtime to break its eightyear undefeated streak.
“This game will be memorable for the

Sophomore Kelly Guerriero hit
two three-point baskets in overtime to help beat Christ the King.

rest of my life,” said Molloy’s
sophomore point guard Marielle
Duryea. “It’s a great feeling to know
that you’re the team that defeated King.
“When I chose to come to Molloy, I
wanted to make an impact on the
basketball team and on that night, I was
very determined to win the game,” said
Duryea.
The Royals hadn’t lost a CHSAA
regular season game since Jan. 19,
2000 and previously had beaten Molloy
58-39 on Jan. 12.
Three Stanner sophomores helped
put an end to King’s winning streak,
Duryea, forward Kelly Guerriero, and
guard Kelly Robinson.
Guerriero hit two three-point shots
and Duryea made seven of eight free
throws in the overtime period as Molloy
pulled away to win by eight points.
Guerriero finished with 18 points
while Robinson had 10.
“We were all told that we were too
young [to win] this year but we proved
a lot of people wrong,” said Duryea.
Molloy was down 36-26 in the first
half but came back to send the game
into overtime on a shot by senior Kerri
White, who finished with 14 points.
“Even when we were down, we knew
it wasn’t over,” Duryea said. “This
motivated us even more. We’d come
back many times before.”
Once the overtime period began, the
Stanners took control of the game.
“I’m sure Christ the King wasn’t
happy about the loss and they blamed
it on a bad night,” said Duryea. “Our
focus was more on our victory and
winning more games this season. We
were back in the gym the next day,
preparing for our next opponent.”
Led by captains White and Molly
Dreyer, Molloy won the last two games
of the regular season.

Another sophomore stepped up to
play a big role for the Stanners as center
Kyra Aloizos scored 12 points in the
Feb. 27 victory over The Mary Louis
Academy, spoiling its “Senior Night.”
Molloy then won its opening playoff
game by defeating Mary Louis 56-51
on March 6.
Molloy, led by White’s 12 points,
then ended Christ the King’s 23-year
reign as Brooklyn-Queens champion by
beating the Royals 45-41 in the title
game on March 9 to advance to the
CHSAA Class AA state finals at

disadvantage as Mr. Sheldon had 10
skaters on March 1, when Molloy won
8-3, and 12 skaters on March 2, when
Molloy triumphed 5-2.
Seniors Steve Romano and T.J.
Laible and junior Matt Zay played the

biggest roles in both victories by scoring
clutch goals, Mr. Sheldon said.
Molloy then advanced to the playoff
finals at the Coney Island Rink to play
third-seeded Xavier, who had upset
second-seeded St. Francis Prep in the

Hofstra University on March 15.
What does the future have in store
for Molloy with four sophomores
playing so well for the Varsity?
“I believe that we all have a bright
future ahead of us,” said Duryea. “We
just have to keep working hard and
striving for the best.
“We are looking forward to a couple
of more great years ahead. We play
team ball and depend upon each other.
As a whole, we are each able to
contribute. I think our team will be very
prepared for next year.”

Sophomore guard Kelly Robinson, seen here against Bishop Kearney,
scored 10 points when Molloy ended Christ the King’s eight-year
league winning streak. (Photos by Blue & White Staff)

Molloy hockey finishes first
By Thomas Wengler ’09
For much of the year, Molloy Hockey
Coach Mr. Jim Sheldon suited up only
10 or 11 skaters per game and at one
point in the season he had only eight
skaters available for a game.
However, this didn’t stop the
Stanners from finishing first in the
CHSAA “B” Division with a 14-2
regular season record.
While Mr. Sheldon said he was
surprised that his team was able to
contend for the championship despite
having so few players and their having
to play so many minutes per game, he
has come to believe that Molloy’s star
players are good enough to carry to
team all the way to the title.
The top-seeded Stanners swept their
first round playoff series 2-0 against the
No. 4 seed, McClancy, a team which
had given Molloy one of its two regular
season losses.
Against McClancy in the playoffs,
Molloy was at its usual numbers

Senior Kevin Koziol guards the goal. (Photo by Blue & White staff)

first round.
The Stanners won the opening game
of the series final 7-3 on March 7 but
lost the second game 5-2 on March 8.
They played the final game March 11.
Molloy had to play with a depleted
roster for much of the season due to
the fact that most of its players are more
committed to playing for their traveling
hockey teams than their high school
team and therefore play for their club
teams whenever there is a scheduling
conflict with Molloy’s games.
Next year Mr. Sheldon expects
Molloy to struggle again with the same
problems it had this year because it will
lose six seniors from this year’s team
and the players that return will continue
to be more dedicated to their traveling
teams.
Mr. Sheldon said it will be, “same
story, different players.”
But if that story includes another
regular season title and playoff success,
Mr. Sheldon won’t mind.

