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Building Brahma
Pride in Hallettsville
HISD continuesISD
to build a foundation for

projects continue on despite higher than
average rainfall totals for the past few
months. The junior high cafeteria, library,
and additional classrooms should be
completed in the fall of 2015 with the
elementary school construction complete
in the spring of 2016.

success by providing opportunities for
students to excel in academics, athletics,
and extracurricular activities.
The students have made significant strides
on state academic assessments and have
represented the Hallettsville community
well as they have competed at the regional
and state levels.
The District has also made steady progress
toward strategic goals of providing safe and
appropriate learning facilities and a
progressive learning environment as the
elementary and junior high construction

Joshua Becan, HHS senior, won Grand
Champion in the Commercial Steers Contest
at the San Antonio Livestock Show in
February 2015
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State Qualifiers in Track
Pictured above,
Carley Woytek;
Below, Scooter Adams
A sincere thank you to all of our teachers, coaches, parents,
booster club officers and members for providing countless
hours of help and support for our extra-curricular programs!
We appreciate you!

WE
Thank you Dean Kibler for

capturing many precious
memories!!!
State Qualifier in Women’s
Powerlifting

A Tradition of Excellence in Ag
Science at Hallettsville High School
Pictured below Tyler Grahmann
placed 8th out of 171 competitors in
the Commercial Steers Contest at the
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo

Jenna Allen, HHS Junior
6th place

Congratulations
Brahmas and
Lady Brahmas
on a great year!
Go LB!!!
Go HB!!!
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HES Brahma Pride
Hallettsville Elementary participated in
a multitude of activities including:
benchmark assessments, middle of the
year assessments, 1st grade reading
night, UIL competition, field trips, and
a spelling bee.

Spring 2015

New construction at the HES campus
is well underway. The campus
successfully moved into the portables
in lieu of the construction. The project
should be completed by January 2016.
HES has experienced some growth in
student population and the new campus
will help in meeting those needs. Also,
the new campus will create a safe
environment for student learning.

Students with positive behavior were
rewarded with a rock wall climb
referred to as “Rock Solid Character.”
A 25ft climb up a rock wall takes
courage, and students responded to the
personal challenge and enjoyed a sense
of accomplishment with their
achievement no matter how high they
climbed.

Jason Harris,
HES Principal

Students also got to “Dunk Mr. Harris”
because of their tremendous efforts in
our campus AR reading program. They
received quite a show watching Mr.
Harris get dunked several times in a
dunk tank.

HJHS Yearlings
The spring semester at HJHS included a
variety of activities to help strengthen
and build our students for their future.
The HJHS National Jr. Honor Society
pinned fifteen new members during the
induction ceremony. NJHS, along with
Student Council members and Future
Scientist of America members
participated in various school and
community projects.
The HJHS Yearling Band members also
participated in the Middle School
Concert and Sight Reading contest and
brought home the sweepstakes trophy.
HJHS students and staff have noticed big
changes on campus since spring break.
With the beginning of renovations,
students have witnessed the demolition
of the existing cafeteria. This demolition
is making way for the new library and
cafeteria. The renovations will also allow
for the old library to become two

classrooms and a hallway connecting the
5/6 wing to the new cafeteria and library.
Teachers and students stepped up the level
of learning in the classroom to meet the
expectations of the state assessments
(STAAR). Preliminary scores are very
promising. To promote passing the STAAR,
students participated in the 2nd annual
kickball tournament to “Kick the STAAR”
April 22 – 23 as well as participation in the
Splashway incentive trip.
HJHS students enjoyed a variety of
activities, including incentive activities for
Accelerated Reader and Grades, Behavior,
and Attendance (GBA) as well as class field
trips. Awards for the year were passed out
at the annual Awards Assemblies on May
21st. And, rounding out the year, 8th grade
participated in graduation on May 28th at
the HHS gym.
Sophie Teltschik,
HJHS Principal
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HHS Brahmas

The 2014-15 school year has been outstanding at
Hallettsville High School. We have worked together
to achieve and maintain excellence. Our
expectations have been increased based on continued
success and our school climate remains positive and
progressive.
Co-curricular organizations and teams have proven
once again that Hallettsville High School is amongst
the best in Texas. Our teams produced numerous
district, area, and regional championships. Our AgScience program had tremendous success at local and
state stock shows, along with many of our Ag
competition teams finding success across the state.
We are extremely proud of our students who
continually produce co-curricular success while
planting the flag of our campus and community with
honor and integrity.

Spring 2015

We have had an amazing school year. The service of
the parent and community volunteers has been
wonderful. We are proud of our emphasis and
expectations regarding academic achievement. Our
faculty and staff members have been very dedicated
to instructional excellence while providing engaged
instruction, higher level thinking opportunities, and
positive relationships. Together, we create an
amazing environment for college and career
readiness. We are extremely excited about finishing
this school year like champions.
Darrin Bickham,
HHS Principal

Pictured right,
Cayley Koonce
performed at the
UIL State Solo
Contest
Pictured left,
Trevor Meyer
received all-state
honors on piano
and competed at
State

Brahma Athletics
The Athletic Department has enjoyed a very successful
school year with our Seniors leading us into the ranks of
success.
The Hallettsville Athletic Department has grown
accustomed to hard work and accountability over the past
six years. This spring’s off-season accepted a great new
crop of freshmen that seem to be willing to work hard
towards carrying on that tradition. All classes of athletes
are accepting the huge challenge of TEAM building for
the chance at future success as we go forward.
The large majority of our athletes and their parents have
grown to realize how important STRENGTH, SPEED,
and TEAMWORK really are for success within the
various sports offered here at our high school. The
Brahma Training Periods are producing athletes that
really care about their efforts to be winners at all times.
And that hard work is paying off already for the Spring
athletes.
The basketball teams both enjoyed great accomplishments
this spring. The boys made it back to the Regional
Tourney once again, and both teams can boast of
numerous post season honors for the athletes.

Megan Klesel, HHS
drum major and
recipient of the 2015
John Philip Sousa
Award

Powerlifting qualified eight boys and girls combined for
the Regional meet. One of our Lady Brahmas, Jenna
Allen, qualified for the State meet with a sixth place finish
on the year, and she is coming back next year!
This year more students participated in the track program,
and Scooter Adams and Carley Woytek qualified to
participate in the state track meet.
The softball team has really ”put on a show” this season,
thus far. They are competing in the Regional Finals in
hopes of advancing to the state softball tournament.
We want to thank our parents and community members
that continually support our athletic program. We also
want to invite the incoming freshman and seventh-grade
athletes’ parents to join our support group as we
continually serve these fine athletes in the future. It is
certainly appreciated and needed at this time.
GO HB!!! GO LB!!!
Tommy Psencik- Athletic Director
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Curriculum Corner
The 2014-2015 school year has been an
exciting one for HISD. Teachers have
recently been busy preparing students
for the State of Texas Assessments of
Academic Readiness (STAAR) and for
success in their current grade level so
that they are ready for next year. In
alignment meetings this spring, we
discussed a focus on the new Math Texas
Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)
and an improvement in reading
comprehension and critical thinking
skills at all levels and in all subject areas.
In response to these needs, we have
asked Ann Sappington, a math specialist
and consultant, to work with elementary
and junior high teachers in order to help
align our math curriculum and provide
our teachers with effective strategies to
help students learn math concepts based
on the new TEKS for grades K through 8.

Spring 2015

We have also focused on implementing our
new science textbooks this year, and are
looking forward to new textbook adoptions
in social studies for grades Kindergarten
through 12 and new math adoptions for
grades nine through 12. These new
textbook adoptions will be better aligned
with what students need to learn to be
successful in their courses. The last social
studies adoption was over 12 years ago, so
we are eager to utilize new, updated books
next year.
We are excited about the gains we have
made in curriculum and instruction this
year, and we are blessed to have such
wonderful students, teachers, parents, and
community members in HISD.
Dr. Mandy Bucek
HISD Curriculum Director

Mandy Bucek,
HISD Curriculum Director

Tech Talk
These days it is hard to keep up with technology trends but HISD is keeping things fresh on all
campuses. With network improvements and a new partnership with Insight, Inc., teachers and
staff are integrating technology into the classrooms more than ever. Planned iPad rollouts and new
purchases through the district’s 5-year technology planning will give teachers and students the
opportunity to stay up-to-date with programs that promote academic improvement. Just some of
the projects being completed in the district range from using Google Docs, Google Classroom,
Dropbox, Sketchup Pro, iMovie, Prezi, Dreambox, iStation, Kidbiz, and many more. Students
have the opportunity to use Macbooks, iPads, PC laptops, and PC desktops. Engaging students
using SmartBoards to create interactive lessons provides a diverse environment where students can
take part in or be in charge of the lesson. The technology department will begin the 2015-2016
school year with added support from Insight, Inc. to provide a smooth transition back into the
classroom.

Denise Henk,
HISD Technology Director

HJHS
3-D
Printer
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HALLETTSVILLE ISD
EDUCATION FOUNDATION
MISSION STATEMENT
Hallettsville ISD Education Foundation’s mission is to provide opportunities for excellence
in education, promote innovation in teaching, and partner with the community to enhance
the quality of education for all students.
HISD EDUCATION FOUNDATION
BOARD MEMBERS
Rev. Herb Beyer, President
Dick Nance, Secretary
Kris Allen, VP Finance & Governance
Darrell Herring, VP Development
Diane Pruett, VP Marketing & Events
Christine Brown, VP Programs
Amy Amsden
Lamarr Davenport
Audrey Barrera
Doris Herring
Lace Felcman
Paul Sklar
Charlie Jansky
Darryl DeBord
Susan Seay
Billy Gerke
Jo Ann Bludau

Foundation Goals
The Hallettsville ISD Education
Foundation will achieve its mission
by directing resources toward the
following goals:






Enhance and enrich
educational
opportunities for
students
Support staff for
innovative efforts and
recognize staff for
exemplary teaching
Involve the community
in assuring a quality
education for the
leaders and workers of
tomorrow

Please contact Kris Allen at
kris.allen@hisdbrahmas.org or 361-7980155 if you are interested in contributing to
the foundation fund.

PROGRAMS/FUNDING
PRIORITIES




Innovative Teaching Grants
Recognition of Academic Achievement
Recognition of Teaching Excellence

Contributions may also be mailed to the HISD
Education Foundation at P.O. Box 368,
Hallettsville, TX 77964. All contributions to the
Foundation are tax deductible.

