Winter 2007

“Working Together for Academic Excellence”

ASD to Address Building Needs
Informational Meetings Scheduled
Armstrong School District has scheduled a series
of four community meetings to present findings
from a comprehensive architectural and engineering facilities study of eight ASD schools explaining their physical needs for the future. The public
is encouraged to attend the meetings to learn
more about the findings and offer opinions. One
meeting in each of the four attendance areas of the
school district has been scheduled (see box below).
The facilities reports are a product of a comprehensive study that began in July, 2006.
Architects hired by the district have analyzed
projected student enrollment, reviewed each
school’s student capacity as it relates to educational programming, and identified what improvements each building will need in order to be
educationally and physically sound for the future.
The architects studied the following schools:
Elderton Elementary and Elderton Jr-Sr High
School; Kittanning Township Elementary

School; Ford City Jr-Sr High School; Kittanning Senior High School; Kittanning Junior
High School; West Shamokin Jr-Sr High School;
and Shannock Valley Elementary School.
The decisions that the board will make in the
future regarding school facilities will be the highest priority in the coming months, according to
William Kerr, Superintendent of Schools.
“Without question, striking a balance between
doing what is best for students educationally
and what is fiscally responsible for taxpayers
will be central to our discussions,” Dr. Kerr
said. “From an educational standpoint, it is
crucial that the school facilities plan process be
curriculum-driven. Planning for the classrooms
of the future and the infusion of emerging
technologies in the delivery of instruction is an
integral part of the facility planning process.”

Cost estimates for building projects could be
presented publicly in April, 2007 with another
set of community meetings
Residents are welcome to attend
scheduled for
any of the meetings from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. that month. A
final architect’s
Kittanning Sr High School (auditorium): Wednesday, February 7th
report to the
school board
Ford City Jr-Sr High School (auditorium): Monday, February 12th
is scheduled
for June, 2007.

West Shamokin Jr-Sr High School (auditorium): Tuesday, February 20th
Elderton Jr-Sr High School (gym): Wednesday, February 28th
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Creating Classroom Opportunities
ASD Foundation Mini-Grants Enrich Classroom Education
There is absolutely no limit to the
wonderfully imaginative ideas that
Armstrong School District teachers can
come up with to enrich student learning.
Often times, however, what is in short
supply is the money to fund these opportunities. The Armstrong School
District Foundation recognizes the
need for more enrichment opportunities in the district, and as a result, many
creative ideas are now becoming reality.
As the non-profit arm of the school district, the ASD Foundation is dedicated
to expanding educational opportunities
for district students. In only the second
year of its mini-grant program, the
Foundation has been able to raise sufficient funds to double the number of
$500 mini-grants it offers from four last
year to eight in 2006-07. The Foundation was able to strengthen its grantmaking capabilities in large part to the
tremendous success of its Inaugural
Golf Outing, held June 19, 2006 at
Kittanning Country Club. The event,
combined with additional support from

district employees and the community,
helped raise money for the educator
grant program. The Second Annual
Golf Outing is planned for Friday,
June 22, 2007 at Kittanning Country
Club. “These monies will literally reach
more than a thousand Armstrong School
District students with an unforgettable
educational experience,” says ASD Foundation Vice President Lisa Lambert.
At Dayton Elementary, Kindergarten
teachers Suzanne Safranyos and
Carrie Patterson were awarded a
mini-grant for the purchase of storytelling
activities kits. The kits help the teachers
to actively involve young students in the
storytelling process. The lessons promote
group learning and provide students with
hands-on activities that help develop
language skills, story comprehension,
and the understanding of story elements.
“The kits enable us to really engage the
students in reading and storytelling,” explains Ms. Safranyos. “We have already
seen the positive results. The students
love the chance to be the storytellers.”
The program will continue
throughout the school year and
culminate with a celebratory
“Booknic” event where the
kindergarteners will demonstrate their new storytelling
skills to parents and peers.

Dayton Kindergarten student Melina Murray uses a
new storytelling kit provided by a $500 mini-grant.
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At West Hills Intermediate
School, mini-grant funds are
being used to establish a new
“Jazz Ensemble Project,” the
first of its kind in the district.
Teacher Robert Cieslinski’s students now have the
opportunity to learn American
jazz history, play jazz music,
and perform as a jazz band
in assemblies and concerts.
According the Mr. Cieslinski,
the project has been a huge

Elderton High School student Felecia
Coleman analyzes bacteria samples.

success, and several performances
have been scheduled to showcase the
students’ jazz talents. “It is difficult
for students this age to play this type of
music, but they are really starting to get
pretty good at it,” says Mr. Cieslinski.
Biology teacher Christie Orlosky is
taking a more scientific approach to her
mini-grant project at Elderton Jr.-Sr. High
School. She has developed a school-wide
bacteria awareness program called “Fight
Bac” that educates students in grades
7-12 about bacteria in the school environment. Earlier this year, Elderton students
used microbiology lab techniques to
collect or “swab” bacteria from various places throughout the school. The
students then incubated the samples for
24 hours, observing growth and identifying bacteria types. As part of the
multi-faceted project, students will also
study the ways that bacteria can spread,
chart the effects of bacterial illnesses
on school attendance rates, and participate in a food poisoning simulation.
The Armstrong School District Foundation welcomes your support. For information on how you can help, visit the district’s Web site: www.asd.k12.pa.us.
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District Report Card
Progress Continues, ASD Meets All AYP Targets
Under federal “No Child Left Behind” (NCLB) legislation, all Pennsylvania schools are required to meet certain
performance benchmarks known as Adequate Yearly
Progress (AYP) target goals. In the Armstrong School
District, the 2005-06 PSSA results show that students successfully reached the state standard AYP target goal of 54%
in Reading and 45% in Math in all district buildings. In
addition to meeting AYP requirements across the district,
ASD consistently scored above state averages in both Reading and Math for grades 3-8 and grade 11 (see graphs).
The state also requires that all districts examine the AYP of
students in disaggregate groups if the number of students
in that group totals 40 or more. In 2005-06, the Armstrong
School District had a qualifying population of economically
disadvantaged students. In Reading, the percentage of ASD’s
economically disadvantaged students meeting AYP was 56.3%
in grades 3-5. The AYP proficiency percentages in grades
6-8 and grades 9-12 were 64.6% and 58.6%, respectively. All
of these scores were above the AYP target of 54%. In Math,
ASD’s percentage of economically disadvantaged students
meeting AYP was 72.1% in grades 3-5, and 53.1% in grades
6-8 – both well above the AYP target of 45%. ASD’s grade
9-12 economically disadvantaged students, however, scored
below AYP target in Math at 39.3%, but did meet AYP
requirements based on Confidence Interval stipulations.
The district also met AYP for attendance rates in all buildings, and met NCLB year-to-year graduation rate improvement requirements at all four of its high schools (see below).
For complete data on the Armstrong School District’s
AYP performance, visit the Pennsylvania Department
of Education’s Web site: www.pde.state.pa.us.
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Armstrong County
Community
Awareness Day
January 8, 2007
Protecting our Youth and Community
Community Awareness Day is a collaborative
initiative to educate and activate individual members of the Armstrong County community in their
homes, schools, places of employment, senior
citizen centers and places of worship about
the impact of drug and alcohol addiction, child
abuse, domestic violence and sexual assault in
our community.

FACT: In the last year, more than 1200 people in Armstrong County sought treatment
for addictions at ARC Manor Addiction Recovery Center and many of them were able to
turn their lives around. Heroin, alcohol and the growing use of methamphetamines are
the biggest problems we face.

FACT: The Pennsylvania State Police in Kittanning continues to see an increase in DUI

AA Community
Community
Celebration
Celebration
Of
Of Prevention
Prevention
Original Armstrong County
Community Awareness Day Partners:
Armstrong Center for Medicine and Health
Foundation, Armstrong County Community
Foundation, ARC Manor, Armstrong School
District, Armstrong-Indiana Drug and Alcohol
Commission, Armstrong County Children, Youth
and Family Services, Coroner Robert Bower,
HAVIN, Klingensmith Drug Stores, Sheriff Larry
Crawford, District Justice J. Gary DeComo, District Attorney Scott Andreassi, National Character Education Foundation, Lt. Thomas Dubovi,
Pennsylvania State Police.
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arrests with 257 as of September 2006 as compared with 248 at the same point in
2005. Drug arrests also continue to increase with 252 cleared cases as of September
2006 compared to 241 in 2005.

FACT: Last year, Armstrong County's Office of Children, Youth and Family Services
evaluated approximately 500 cases of child abuse, child neglect, school truancy, and
youth ungovernability.

FACT: HAVIN provided direct services to 505 victims of domestic violence and sexual
assault last fiscal year, including more than 150 children.

FACT: Bullying has reached epidemic proportions in American schools and communities.
An estimated 160,000 children miss school every day out of fear of attack or intimidation
by other students. Six out of 10 American teens witness bullying at least once a day. For
children in grades 6–10, nearly one in six students — or 3.2 million—are victims of bullying each year and 3.7 million are bullies. One out of every 10 students who drops out of
school does so because of repeated bullying.

To Report Child Abuse and Neglect:
Armstrong County 724-548-3466 or ChildLine at 1-800-932-0313
Domestic and Sexual Violence Intervention and Prevention:
HAVIN hotlines 724 548-8888 or 1-800-841-8881 www.havinpa.org
Drug and Alcohol Prevention and Treatment:
ARC Manor 724 548-7607 or 1-800-323-1333
To Report Drug Activity:
District Attorney’s Narcotics Enforcement Team 1-866-663-7840
To Report Underage Drinking:
PA Liquor Enforcement 1-888-UNDER-21
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A Community Awareness Partnership
ASD and Community Leaders Deliver the Message
The future
belongs to us
all, and we
all play a role
in helping to
ensure that
our communities are safe
and drugfree both
now and in
Today host Jonathan Szish with Terry
the years to Education
Davis (left), Danielle Beshore and Norma Purcell.
come. As a
Community Awareness Day partner, Armstrong
School District is working to deliver this message to its
students and the community. Starting on January 2, 2007,
the district’s student-filmed TV show 'Education Today'
aired a special episode devoted exclusively to Community
Awareness Day. A sequel episode is planned to air starting
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, January 9 on Comcast 21 and WIUP-TV
20. Both episodes feature guests from the National Character Education Foundation’s All Pro Action Team:
Terry Davis, Danielle Beshore, and Norma Purcell.

how he now devotes his time to working with young people
to help them avoid the many dangers of drug dependency.
Mr. Davis is scheduled to speak with students at all five of
the Armstrong School District’s secondary schools during the
week of January 8th. In addition to Mr. Davis’ appearance,
counselors from ARC Manor, HAVIN and the ArmstrongIndiana Drug & Alcohol Commission (AIDAC) will
be on hand at each of the five assemblies to assist students
who may have concerns or want to pursue counseling options.
Ms. Beshore is a recovering drug addict who now works
with teens. She began using drugs at age 12, and experienced a downward spiral in her life as a result. Ms. Purcell,
the mother of a drug-addicted son, provides a parent’s
point of view on the devastating effects of drug addiction
on the entire family. She saw her son fall victim to drug
abuse and is now witnessing his ongoing recovery efforts.

Awareness of the dangers of drug, alcohol, and domestic abuse is
a year-round commitment in the Armstrong School District. At
the beginning of the school year, a State Police Drug Sweep
was simultaneously conducted in all five secondary schools using trained K-9 units. In October, 2006, ASD sponsored a Red
Ribbon Week program featuring high-energy assemblies from
Mr. Davis, a reformed gang leader and drug kingpin who the informative Eugene Beard of PA State Attorney General’s
managed to turn his life around after being incarcerated, Office. The Armstrong School District also participates in an
shares stories of his experiences in the harrowing world of anti-drug “Reality Tour” - a live theatrical experience condrug trafficking. He offers an inspirational message of how ducted at the Armstrong County Jail in Kittanning depicting
others helped him reclaim his life while he was in prison, and the life, struggles, and death of a fictitious teenage heroin addict.

UPMC Health Plan Supports Wellness Effort
Armstrong HEAL Receives a $50,000 Grant
UPMC Health Plan has given a $50,000 grant to three agencies that are working on an Armstrong County-wide approach to child health and wellness. The bulk of the $50,000 grant
will go toward offering after-school and weekend health activities that could benefit more
than 3,200 Armstrong School District elementary students and their families. For two years,
Armstrong School District has been working with ACMH hospital and Children’s Community Pediatrics-Armstrong to address escalating childhood weight issues and their
related health risks. The partnership is known as HEAL (Healthy Eating & Active Lifestyles).
Body mass index surveys conducted last year in the district revealed that about 35 percent of all
ASD students are either overweight or at risk of being overweight. “The rise of childhood obesity is
a significant concern for all of us who are focused on improving the health of our community,” says
UPMC Health Plan President Diane Holder. “We believe Armstrong County’s community-based
program is an innovative public health approach to not only successfully address the root causes of
this problem but to establish a sense of community ownership and pride for the health of its children.”
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Project 720: Dual Enrollment Courses
ASD Students Benefit from Taking College Courses
Education is what you make of it,
and in the Armstrong School District,
many students are making the most of
their high school experience by enrolling in college dual enrollment
courses offered by the district. “Dual
enrollment courses benefit students in
many ways,” says Assistant Superintendent Dr. Frank Garritano. “The
courses allow college-bound students
to earn college-level credit for courses
taken high school. It also provides high
school students who may be undecided
about their future to have the opportunity to experience college, and decide
whether it is the right option for them.”
A total of 20 dual enrollment course options are currently available in the district
throughout the school year in areas such
as Music, Art, Psychology, Anthropology,
Algebra, Calculus, Microeconomics,
Spanish, French, History, and Political
Science. ASD partners with Indiana
University of PA (IUP), Butler
County Community College (BC3)
and California University of PA
(Cal U) to offer these courses. ASD
teachers act as adjunct professors for the
dual enrollment courses offered by Cal
U, which allows students to take these
courses without leaving the district. Students taking IUP-sponsored dual enrollment courses attend classes at either the

IUP’s Main Campus or the Northpointe
branch campus. BC3 courses are generally offered either before or after school
within the district. Both IUP and BC3
also offer on-line course options. “We
have been able to form more partnerships
over the last few years to significantly
enhance the scope and quality of our dual
enrollment offerings,” says Dr. Garritano.

received from a PA Department of
Education Dual Enrollment Grant.
The dual enrollment program is part of
a statewide high school reform initiative
known as Project 720. Launched in
2004, the number “720” refers to the total
number of days in a high school student’s
academic career. The overall goals of
Project 720 are to better prepare secondary students for the future by instituting
a more rigorous curriculum; designing
and implementing more responsive, highquality guidance counseling services; and
providing multiple pathways to make
a stronger connection between high
school and postsecondary education.

Dual enrollment courses in high school
accelerate a student’s college career by
allowing qualified students to earn college credits that are widely accepted and
generally transferable. In light of the
spiraling cost of higher education, taking
dual enrollment courses in high school
can be considered a
real bargain because
they are generally offered at a significantly
lower rate than regular
college courses. In the
case of IUP, total costs
(including tuition and
fees for a 3-credit dual
enrollment course)
are 75 percent lower
-- $293.30 compared
to $798.20. ASD also
provides partial reimbursement for students Kittanning High School students Samantha Stitt (l) and Trina
taking dual enrollment Cornman make a presentation in a Spanish IV dual enrollment
courses from funds course, sponsored by California University of PA.

Tax Study Recommendations
The Armstrong School District Local Tax Study Commission recently submitted a recommendation to the district’s board of directors on a tax shift that
could reduce property taxes for qualified homeowners by increasing the Earned
Income Tax (EIT) by 0.8 percent. The district currently uses an EIT rate of 0.5
percent. In order to provide the minimum property tax relief of $345 per qualified
homeowner per year required by the state, the EIT will need to be increased to 1.3 percent.
The board must vote on the recommendation by March 13, 2007 and place a referendum on
the May 15, 2007 ballot. If approved, the tax changes would take effect July 1, 2007. The
commission’s work is part of the Taxpayer Relief Act of 2006, also known as Act 1.
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ASD Celebrates American Education Week
Students Speak on the Importance of Leadership
The Arms t r o n g “Leadership and learning are
School Dis- indispensable to each other.”
- John F. Kennedy
trict recently
celebrated
American Education Week with a Business-EducationCommunity Luncheon at Lenape Heights Golf Course’s
banquet facility in Manor Township. The keynote speaker for
the annual event was Armstrong County District Attorney Scott
Andeassi, who offered an inspirational message on how education and leadership influenced his life and helped him achieve
success. The event also featured student board representatives
from Elderton, Ford City, Kittanning, and West Shamokin high
schools who spoke about how their experiences have made them
better school leaders, and how they have used their leadership
skills to make their schools and communities a better place. Pictured here with keynote speaker District Attorney Scott
The Business-Education-Community Luncheon took
place on November 17, 2006 and was attended by more
than 250 guests from district schools and the community.

Andreassi are the following student board representatives, front row
(l-r): Will Armentrout and Kendall Ignatz, both of Ford City Jr-Sr
High School; Kristen Toy and Dominic Serrao, both of Kittanning
Senior High School. Back row (l-r): Danielle Watt and Chelsea
Stitt, both of Elderton Jr-Sr High School; Emily Ondich and
Brianna DeVivo, both of West Shamokin Jr-Sr High School.

ASD Energy Savings
The Armstrong School District is pleased to report that it has achieved more than
$300,000 in energy cost avoidance through its Energy Cap program, which
began in 2005. Under the supervision of part-time energy manager William
Smeltz, the program is designed to promote energy conservation in all district
buildings. Mr. Smeltz, a teacher at West Shamokin Jr.-Sr. High School, uses energy
accounting software to track savings in
lighting, heating, cooling, mechanical
systems, appliances, and other areas. He
also works to identify energy rebate programs and other cost-saving measures.
“The majority of the cost avoidance was
due to a reduction of electric consumption.
The program has resulted in a reduction
of 3,472,669 kilowatt hours of electricity,” explains Mr. Smetltz. He says that
much of the savings can be credited to
the efforts of ASD employees turning off
lights, copiers, multimedia equipment,
and other electrical devices when not in
use. Armstrong School District's Energy
Cap program is projected to save the district more than $2.4 million over 7 years.
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Kindergarten Registration
For 2007-2008 School Year
Dayton Elementary
814-257-8816
February 20, 2007
9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Elderton Elementary
724-354-2131
February 21, 2007
9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Kittanning Twp. Elementary
724-548-7696
February 20, 2007
9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Lenape Elementary
724-763-5299
February 21, 22, 23
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Shannock Valley Elementary
724-783-6991
February 21, 2007 (A-J)
February 22, 2007 (K-Z)
9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

West Hills Primary
724-548-7651
February 20, 21, 22, 2007
9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

For more information, call the building
where your child will be registered, or visit
the district Web site: www.asd.k12.pa.us.
.
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Building Needs — continued
“On behalf of the Armstrong
School District Board of Directors, I would like to personally
invite each and every community member within our district
to attend these meetings,” said
Board President Rose Stitt.
“The information provided during these meetings will be crucial
to forthcoming decisions by the
board which will affect our entire
school district. It is of utmost
importance that our public be
informed and available to offer
their valuable opinions to us as we
move our district into the future.”

This is an official school district
publication and is produced and
mailed to all residents of the
Armstrong School District by:
Armstrong School District
410 Main Street
Ford City, PA 16226
Phone: (724) 763-5269

William H. Kerr, Ed.D.
Superintendent
Frank J. Garritano, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent

The district’s TV show, “Education Today,” will feature a 30-minute episode with a general overview of this topic starting Tuesday, January 30, 2007.
It is scheduled to air starting at 6 p.m. on both Channel 21 Comcast and
Channel 20 Adelphia. The show will be repeated at 6 p.m. throughout that
week. Confirmed rebroadcast dates will be posted on the district’s Web site.
The district will also make video copies of the full
architect’s presentation – which is expected to be several
hours long – available to the public starting February 9,
2007. Anyone can request a copy of this video presentation by contacting Jonathan Szish, School and Community Relations Coordinator, at 724-763-5268 or szij@
asd.k12.pa.us. To reduce district costs, a $5 nominal
fee made payable to Armstrong School District will be
charged for postage, copying, and DVD/VHS production.

James L. Gaggini, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent
Beverly A. Long, Ed.D.
Federal Programs
Coordinator
Jonathan D. Szish
Editor
CBT Creative Consultants, Ltd.
Production

www.asd.k12.pa.us
Attention:
If you know of an Armstrong School
District resident who is not receiving
this newsletter, please call the
Superintendent’s office at (724) 763-5268.
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The Armstrong School District is an equal opportunity educational institution and will not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, sex and handicap in its activities,
programs or employment practices as required
by Title IX and Section 504.
For information regarding civil rights, grievance procedures, services, activities and
facilities that are accessible to and usable by
handicapped persons, contact the Office of
Human Resources, Title IX 504 Coordinator,
at 410 Main Street, Ford City, PA 16226. Telephone (724) 763-5259
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