The Eagle’s Nest
Max the Rabbit-A Motivational Learning Tool
Dr. Karen Davis' Kindergarten students at North Mitchell County Elementary School are welcomed every
morning by a fluffy ball of fur better known as Max the Rabbit. Max is the classroom pet, but he is also a
motivating learning tool. The students have written descriptive stories about Max. They have also
discussed how to care for pets, as they made sure Max had food and water everyday. During Science, the
students learned about living and nonliving things. The students learned that Max is a living thing because
of his needs. Max is a very
gentle loving pet, that not
only serves as a learning
tool, but also adds a source
of enjoyment to the learning
environment.
Dr. Davis is shown with her
Kindergarten students and
Max, the rabbit.

Mitchell County School System’s
Community Conversation Meeting
On January 27, the Mitchell County School System held a Community Conversation meeting from 6 p.m.
to 9 p.m. in the Mitchell County High School auditorium. The Mitchell County School System is
beginning a strategic planning process to develop a blueprint for the school district. The strategic plan
should reflect the needs of the students, parents, staff, and community. This was the reason the focus of
the community conversation was “Lending Your Voice to Improve Your Schools.” All information from
the community will be provided to the strategic planning team, which will consist of community members,
parents, educators, local business leaders, and elected officials.
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Tom Gilbert was one of the
Mitchell County High School
faculty who delivered
students’ progress reports to
their homes on December 1.

Mitchell County School System’s Teacher of the Year
And MCHS Teacher of the Year
Ms. Lillibel Wingate
Ms. Wingate was born and raised in Mitchell County. Upon graduating from
college, she had the opportunity to travel abroad and work with many professionals,
as well as high school and college students in various businesses. She then worked
as the Executive Director for the Flint River Arts Council, but missed being a part of
the food service industry. It was during this time that the position for a Culinary Arts
teacher became available. It was a perfect fit and life had prepared her for this
career. Ms. Wingate has been the Culinary Arts teacher at MCHS since 2004. She
received a B.S. in Hospitality Administration from Florida State University and
certification in Professional Foods from the state of Georgia.
Ms. Wingate believes that her greatest accomplishment in education is being able to successfully work
with students that tend to be challenged in the areas of academics and/or discipline. In her classroom, all
students experience success! She has had many students who were not performing well in their academic
classes find success in the Culinary Arts program and go on to complete the Culinary programs at Albany
Tech and Le Cordon Bleu. Ms. Wingate is also the advisor to the Family, Career, and Community
Leaders of America (FCCLA) student organization, which currently has 73 members. Her students have
donated money and time to Kids Against Hunger in Cairo, raised money for food gift certificates for the
elderly at Thanksgiving, donated to March of Dimes, and participated in trash pick-ups within the
community. Ms. Wingate believes that “If I am chosen as the Georgia State Teacher of the Year, it won’t
be because I’m this great and wonderful teacher. It will be because I have a great and wonderful support
system with great students. We all work together, and quiet honestly, they make me look good!”
Continued on page 9

February is Career,
Technology and Agriculture
Education Month.
Stop by and visit the CTAE
programs at Mitchell County
High School:
Agriculture,
Business/Computer Science,
Culinary Arts,
Healthcare Science,
Early Childhood Education.
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Christmas at North Mitchell
On December 15, North Mitchell Elementary observed a standing-room only crowd of
family and friends. What an exciting time! Students geared up to share how people
from other countries celebrate Christmas. From whacking a piñata to playing kazoos,
children experienced the holidays from another’s homeland. Dancers celebrated
“Kwanza” as narrators and percussionists relayed the meaning of this holiday, one of
working together as families and respecting each other. Hannukah, the Jewish holiday,
was also portrayed by dancers (hora) and
singers. A touching story from Iraq ended the
program with all attendees reaching to each
other. For the finale, the gym sparked and
vibrated with much love from all around the
world. All grade levels heartily sang “Light
the Candles All around the World”. Each
person was blessed and moved by this
performance of “Christmas Around the
World” by Mrs. Carolyn Greene.

The Eagle’s Nest is the
official newspaper for the Mitchell
County School System.
All articles for publication in this
newsletter should be electronically
submitted to the school media
specialist by the 15th of each month.
Visit us on-line at
http://mitchell.schooldesk.net

Erica Gardner Joins the Staff at MCHS
Erica Gardner is very excited about being a part of the Mitchell County School
System family and even more eager to support the faculty and students of Mitchell
County High School by serving as their new Assistant Principal. Ms. Gardner said, “It
feels great to be a “soaring eagle”! I come by way of Atlanta, Georgia where I worked
for the Atlanta Public Schools District where I served as the Special Education
Specialist for the Program for Exceptional Children at Centennial Place Elementary
School. I have worked in Clayton County Schools as well, and have obtained
experience across grade levels and disciplines. I received both my Bachelor and
Master’s Degrees from Jacksonville State University in Jacksonville, Alabama, and
my Educational Specialist in Educational Leadership and Supervision from Cambridge College in
Cambridge, Massachusetts. Mitchell County High School is a school of excellence where there are several
initiatives and opportunities for student success. I am looking forward to being a part of a school (team) that
has the tools essential to moving from “Great to Greater” and thus providing support in which establishes
an environment that continues to make progress and gains; with this being said, Go Eagles!!!

MCSS New Board Member-Pat McCaskill
Mrs. McCaskill is a Mitchell County School System graduate. She graduated from
Valdosta State College (University) with a Bachelor of Science in Elementary
Education, from GA State with a Masters in Early Childhood Education, and from
University of GA with a Education Specialist in Administration and Supervision. Mrs.
McCaskill works part time for the GA Department of Education through GLRS as a
Collaboration Coach for GraduateFirst-a dropout prevention program with the state of
GA. She retired from the Mitchell County School System after working as a teacher,
assistant principal, principal, and curriculum director. Mrs. McCaskill’s husband
Robert teaches high school English at Westover High in Dougherty County, and they have two children Michael graduated from Mitchell-Baker and is a mental health counselor in Bainbridge and Mandy graduated
from Mitchell-Baker and is an engineer for Siemens, Inc in Alpharetta, GA. Mrs. McCaskill has two
granddaughters, Isla Beaton (17 months) and Riley (born December 2010).

Produced by:
Ruth Lee,
Public Relations Coordinator
Ruth_lee@mitchell.k12.ga.us
Special thanks to everyone who
contributed and who helped proof
this issue.
It is the policy of the Mitchell County
School System not to discriminate on
the basis of race, color, sex, religion,
national origin, age, or disability in
any employment practice,
educational program, or any other
program, activity or service.
Abbreviations:
South Mitchell Co. Elem. (SMCES)
(formerly Mitchell Co. Primary)
North Mitchell Co. Elem. (NMCES)
(formerly Walker-Inman Elem.)
Mitchell Middle (MCMS)
Mitchell Co. High (MCHS)
Mitchell Co. School System (MCSS)
Parents, if you do not wish for your
child’s picture to be placed in the
newsletter or on the MCSS web site,
please go to the Central Office to
sign a waiver form.
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Making it Real
by Vanessa Williams

Left: Keyonna Johnson, Ty’Tiona
Robinson
Right: Gloria Moore, De’Corrion
Thompson

One way we work to make math fun is to make it real for
the students. Students in Mrs. Vanessa Williams’ class
were given the task of pretending they were planning a
picnic for 20 people. They were given a budget of $75 to
purchase the items needed for the picnic. The first time
many of the students chose items for their picnic, they did
not think about the fact that they may need more than one
of an item to feed the majority of the people present. That
is what made this a “real world situation” for them.
Students also had to round the actual price to the nearest
dollar because, in actuality, that is what we do when we Left: Montserrat Santillian,
grocery shop. Standard: M4N2- Students will understand Jacqueline Perez,
and apply the concept of rounding numbers.
Right: Travis Toombs, Shawdell Smith

Mitchell County Middle School’s Junior Beta Club
Travels to the National Junior Beta Club Convention
The Junior Beta Club members at Mitchell Middle traveled to Macon, Georgia on November 18, 2010, to participate in the
National Junior Beta Club Convention competitions. They had an opportunity to participate in the Battle of the Books, Math,
Science, Social Studies, Speech, Spelling, Poetry, the Quiz Bowl, and the Tower of Power competitions. They had a grand time
experiencing each competition. Members received certificates for their participation in each area of competition. We commend
MCMS Junior Beta Club members for their outstanding service while representing Mitchell Middle School in Macon, Georgia.

SMCES 5th Graders Learn About “Mass”
Students at South Mitchell County Elementary School in Mrs. P Davis’ fifth
grade class are learning about “Mass.” They are learning standard S5P1Students will verify that an object is the sum of its parts. They compared the
mass of an object with the masses of its component parts and recognized that
the mass of an object is equal to the sum of its parts.

Ajzane Edmonds and Quinte Cooper

Their first task was to compare the mass of an empty flashlight (without
batteries) to the mass of the working flashlight (with batteries). Next, they
measured and recorded the mass of a plastic bottle and cap, then the plastic
bottle, cap and water, then the water. Finally, they measured and recorded the
mass of the parts of a gingerbread house. The students really enjoyed the
activities.
They
learned
the
relationship between the
mass of an object and
the sum of its parts.
The best part came when
they got to eat the
gingerbread house.

Denarius Spence, Braxton Walsh, Davarien Mitchell,
Rodney Keaton, Aymer Lopez, Ronald Mickins,
Matthew Haynes, and Tyler Griffin.

Shontoria Whitus, T’Erica Edmonds, Latoriah Hill,
Shakeria McIntyre, Naziah Jackson, Mya Coleman,
Raziya Jones, Eddrika Little.
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Honoring the Memory of
Martin Luther King
Kindergarteners at SMCES have been learning
about the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King. The students enjoyed making “I Have a
Dream” posters in honor of MLK.
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Parent’s Night Out
Seventh Grade Parents
Our first PTA of 2011 is right around the corner! Your child will bring some
important information home in regards to the date, time, and location of Mitchell
Middle School’s first PTA for the 2010-2011 school-year. You are cordially
invited to attend this special hour of excitement. Our principal, Mrs. Patricia
English, would like to share with you some opportunities for growth and to
inform you of upcoming dates and any potential changes that have or will occur
at our school.
Furthermore, we are always pleased to have energetic, creative, dedicated
parents devoting volunteer hours of service at our school. The seventh grade
teachers welcome you whole-heartedly to participate in the on-going academic
progress in our classrooms. You are a vital partner in the education of your child
and these opportunities to be involved play an important role in helping us plan
and implement programs that meet the expectations you have for your child’s
education.

Top row -Cotton Wood, Jahsean Hicks, Anylia Ward.
Bottom row- Quantasia Lytle, Triviana Tarver,
Karla Watson

Lastly, when you have received your flyer, which will inform you of the date,
time, and location of Mitchell Middle School’s first PTA for the 2010-2011
school year, we ask that you simply inform another parent. We want to have a
sell-out crowd of devoted parents. As always, we will endow you with a
memorable experience that you will never forget. SEE YOU SOON!!!
Seventh Grade Teachers

SMCES
Teacher of the Month
Richard Kennedy

SMCES
Para of the Month
Alfreida Harris

Veterans Respond to Letters Sent from
North Mitchell County Elementary School
Kindergarten and 1st Grade Students
By Katrina Thomas Spence
Santa isn’t the only one who responds to letters at Christmas time. On December 17, 2010, students at North Mitchell
County Elementary School received letters from their Veteran Pal. Back on Veteran’s Day of last year, all veterans at
Post 518, located in Camilla, received a letter from our students in Kindergarten and 1 st Grade. Students not receiving a
personalized letter, did receive a hand written letter from the adjutant of Post 518. Hopefully, all students will receive their special letter by
mid-January. Thanks goes out to Robert Jester Jr., American Legion Post 518, located in Camilla, GA for its response to our children at
NMCES. The first step has taken place to begin what will be wonderful relationships between our Veterans and our students.
Auxiliary
members pictured:
Edna Joyce Jones,
1st Vice-President
Katrina Thomas
Spence,
Barbara Keaton
kindergarten
students, teachers,
and paras.
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MCMS Sixth Grade Students
Construct Conventions Booklets
(8 Parts of Speech)
The sixth grade students of Mitchell County Middle School constructed Conventions
Booklets in their language arts classroom to demonstrate their understanding of the rules
of the English language. They identified and used the eight basic parts of speech
demonstrating how words can be used as different parts of speech within a sentence.

MCMS 6th Graders
Learn How to Write
Multi-paragraph Expository
“How to” Compositions

The sixth grade students at Mitchell County Middle School
blasted off the second 9 weeks by learning how to write
multi-paragraph expository “How to” compositions. First,
the students began their journey by becoming familiar with
the Standard ELA6W2 and the elements of the standard.
Then, the students started drafting their compositions
incorporating the elements of the standard. Some of the
titles the students selected were: how to drive a car, how to
make thick, juicy hamburgers, how to make hot coffee, and how to jump rope. As a culminating activity, the students
went to the Author’s Chair and shared their expository composition with their classmates.

Congratulations to Angela Manley

On November 20, 2010, Angela Manley, a 5th grade student in Ms. Teena Milligan’s class at North
Mitchell County Elementary School, participated in district project achievement in Moultrie, GA. She
received 2nd place for her project on rabbits. She prepared a report and gave a speech to a panel of
judges. Her principal, Mrs. Jacquelyn White, would like to encourage every parent to allow their child to
become an active 4-H member. Meetings are held monthly at North Mitchell County Elementary School. Angela was
also interviewed by Richard Morris, a member of the Mitchell County Eagle News Crew. The interview was shown on
the local CNS channel on January 21. Congratulations to Angela.

Reading Across the Curriculum
By Pam Taylor

Congratulations to Alyssa Weston (left), a 7th grader at Mitchell County Middle School who has read 1,032,664
words so far this year. Alyssa has now met the Reading Across the Curriculum standard that states a student will
read a minimum of 25 grade appropriate books or 1 million words per year across subject areas. Alyssa enjoys
reading books that make her laugh, and her favorite book read this year was Wildcat Spirit from the High School
Musical Series. Alyssa says that she will continue reading because she loves to read!
A total of nineteen students in grades 6-8 have read more than ½ million words at this midpoint in the school
year. Those students are: Orlando Padilla, Alyssa Weston, Camryn McGregor, Brantley Crosby, Kembriel
Caison, Kayla Lawrence, Vanessa Santillan. Leah Rojas, Leonor Davalos, Armarion Stegall, Monquie Williams,
Phaecia Donaldson, Victoria Holton, Gracielita Lopez, Kwezeta Butler, Ke’Aundra Jones, Shurnika Silas,
Russell Sheppard, and Andres Perez.
If you are interested in knowing more about Reading Across the Curriculum and the progress your child is making toward meeting his or her
reading goals, you can contact his or her English/language arts teacher. You may also go to the school’s website, click on Renaissance Place,
and request parent access to view your child’s reading goals and reports. If you need help with this, please contact Pam Taylor, the media
specialist at MCMS at 336-2142.
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FFA/Agricultural Activities at Mitchell County Middle School
By Fanisha Maze, FFA Advisor

FFA Creed Speaking Competition
The 8th grade students have the task of learning public speaking
skills in Agriculture Education at MCMS. A mock FFA Creed
Speaking competition was held in December. Sean Clark was the
winner and received $50 from the Mitchell Middle FFA Chapter.
Left: Tyreek Brown, MMFFA President, presented him with the
check. Right: Mrs. E. Holton, MCMS Visual Arts Educator, served
as the judge.

Ag Students Learn About Breeds of Dairy Cows
MCMS Agriculture students made milkshakes after learning about breeds of
dairy cows raised primarily in Georgia. They were working on Standard
MSAGED7-2: Compare/contrast the importance of Georgia agriculture.
Left: Juanita Holmes, Jaamalerious Dewberry, and Charmique Brookins.
Right: JarCorius Murray, Quondarius Williams, and Milik Rhodes

FFA Chapter Attended Discover Conference
On December 3-4, 2010, the Mitchell Middle FFA Chapter attended the Discovery
Conference at the FCCLA/FFA Center in Covington, GA. They had opportunity to meet
other FFA members from across the state and participate in leadership events.
Front Row: Tyreek Brown, Tristan Goodman, Geondrae Carswell, Raymond Singleton,
Camryn McGregor, Shantika Bell. Middle Row: Vincent Jackson, Jarred Jackson, Allen
Brown, Kearia Riggins, Albert Bryant, Fredrick Shelton. Back Row: Kelsee Broadway,
Shatoreauna Baylom, Ashley Sheffield, Shaikeria Hill, Tyneshia Jackson, Arabia
Wimberly

“You're A Mean One Mr. Grinch!!"

Middle FFA Chapter provided a "Grinch Jail" at the
WinterFest held at MCMS.
Participants were
thrown in jail until someone posted their bail! The
fundraiser was a huge success.
Pictured: Ms. A. Harris, Damon Goodman, Tristan
Goodman, Damien Allen, and Vincent Jackson

FFA Christmas Social
On December 15, the Mitchell Middle FFA Chapter
held its Annual Christmas Social. The members had a
chance to see photos from past events and participate in
team building events. Chapter officers served their
members.
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SMCES 3rd Grade Students
Visit Mitchell County Courthouse and Justice Center

On November 30, the 3rd grade students and teachers of SMCES went on a local field trip to the Mitchell County Courthouse and the Mitchell
County Justice Center. This was in connection with what the students have been studying in social studies about local government (standard
element SS3CG1-a,b). The students were very excited about entering the courtroom at the Mitchell County Courthouse. Mrs. Adayna
Broome, our Clerk of Court, and Mr. Rick Waters, State Court Judge, spoke with the students about various things pertaining to our court
system. They both explained to them what their jobs entailed. Mrs. Broome and Mr. Waters allowed the students to experience what it would
be like to sit in the judge’s chair, witness stand, jury box, etc….,by calling different students to sit at different places in the court room. This
allowed them to see exactly who and what makes the court system work for the good of the people. This was truly a wonderful and educational
experience for the students.
Mrs. Mary Johnson, Administrative Assistant, gave the students a tour of the Justice Center. The students also got to sit in the courtroom, and
Mrs. Johnson explained all about the courtroom there which was similar to the Mitchell County Courthouse courtroom, only smaller. Mrs.
Johnson gave us a tour of all of the offices and explained to the students what each employee’s job entailed. She showed the students their
break room which also consisted of two bathrooms with showers. She explained to them that when a disaster happens in Mitchell County such
as a hurricane or tornado, many times employees have to spend the whole night working, so they have a nice room to eat and a place to take a
shower. Mrs. Johnson gave the students and teachers a map of Grady and Mitchell County and a magnet with all emergency numbers for
Mitchell County. The students and teachers really enjoyed the field trip, and it was very educational, reinforcing what the students have been
studying in Mrs. Tinsley’s social studies class about our local government .

Reception Held for MCSS Board
Member Robert McDaniel
On December 14 after the regular board meeting, a reception was held to thank outgoing board member Robert McDaniel. Mr. McDaniel was a board member since
1998. The central office personnel, principals, and his
fellow board members helped provide the refreshments.

CNS Works with MCHS Students on Special Projects

Brianna Harvey

Richard Morris

CNS Regional Educational Coordinator Beau Sherman works with Ms. Ruth Lee’s Business and Computer
Science students on projects throughout the year. The students in Ms. Lee’s first period class do a daily
broadcast of the morning news to the entire faculty, and on Fridays they do a news roundup with special
guests that is aired on CNS local Channel 6. Mr. Sherman worked with Ms. Lee’s students Rondarian
Harriel1, Joseph Moore, Richard Morris, Jaylin Mathis, and Brianna Harvey to produce a live broadcast of
the MCHS Eagles home basketball games on January 7, January 18, and January 21. The students took turns
calling the plays, operating the cameras, and operating the broadcast equipment. Students learned how to
set up for field production.
One special project that the students did was to produce a service announcement. Mr. Sherman, along with Barbara Reddick
from the Southwest GA Regional Commission, worked with Ms. Lee and several MCHS students to produce the 30 second public service
announcement which asked for everyone’s input on the development of the Regional Plan-Moving 14 & 44 Forward. Ms. Lee’s students saw it
through from concept to completion. The announcement was broadcast on CNS throughout the month of January and submitted to local
television stations for airing. On January 13, Business students Richard Morris and
Joseph Moore traveled to North Mitchell County Elementary to interview Angela
Mansley, a 5th grader who placed 2nd place in 4H District Achievement. The interview
was aired on the Eagles Weekly broadcast on CNS on January 21. Ms. Lee’s students also
interviewed Christy Wray about the Community Meeting to
develop the Strategic Plan. This interviewed was also shown on
the January 21st show.

Rondarian Harriell

Jaylin Mathis

Joseph Moore

1st Row: Brianna Harvey, Jaylin Mathis;
Back: Rondarian Harriell, Richard Morris, Joseph Moore
and Beau Sherman
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JROTC Cadets Collect 831 Cans of Food
Air Force Junior ROTC cadets of Mitchell County High School recently conducted a canned
food drive to benefit the Mitchell County Food Bank. The Group Staff, led by senior Cadet
Cassandra Holmes, set a goal of 500 cans of food. After three weeks of collecting, the
JROTC unit exceeded their goal by 66%
and gathered 831 cans of food to help
those in need! Golf Flight, commanded
by senior Cadet Kentavius Haynes,
outpaced the other flights by amassing
197 cans of food. Mr. Jim Lapham of the
Mitchell County Food Bank was on hand
to accept the donation. Mr. Lapham
personally expressed his thanks to the
cadets for helping to care for needs in
Mitchell County during this holiday
season. Left: Cadets from Group Staff load the cans. Right: Cadet Kentavius Haynes, Mr.
Jim Lapham, and Cadet Cassandra Holmes.

SMCES Christmas Showstoppers
On December 16, 2010, South Mitchell County
Elementary School held its annual Christmas program at
9:00 a.m. in the gymnasium. The title of the Christmas
production was “Christmas Showstoppers.” The program
lived up to its name. The entire student body was involved.
The program opened with a welcome by Assistant
Principal Donna Johnson. The program was dedicated to Mrs. Shagayla Bullard (below), a P. E. teacher who
recently departed from the SMCES family to take a position with the Lowndes County School System. The
first showstoppers were the Pre-K students who sung Jingle Bells and Ten Little Angels while some of Pre-K
students pantomimed to the lyrics. First and second grade students performed Merry Christmas Time. Kindergarteners moved the audience with
Merry Christmas To You while wearing patriotic hats. Third graders sung Christmas is OK and The Santa Claus Rock while some students
danced. Fourth graders stopped the show
by dancing to North Pole Rock ‘n’ Roll.
The dance was choreographed by fourth
grade teacher, Mrs. Keisha Williams. Fifth
grade performed Singing By Candlelight,
while some of the students acted out the
lyrics. Principal Jackson ended the
program with closing remarks.

SMCES Celebrate Polar Express/Pajama Day
On December 14, 2010, the Kindergarten classes celebrated their annual Polar Express/Pajama Day
activities. Students wore their pajamas to school to board the Polar Express. Lisa Williamson (Special
Education teacher) dressed as a conductor and punched the students' tickets as they got on board. Special
guest reader, Bonita White, delighted the students by reading the story and asking questions. The gym
was turned into a movie theater as students watched the movie, The Polar Express. Students made Polar
Express train-shaped books that reinforced comprehension and reading standards. The Polar
Express/Pajama Day ended with hot chocolate and cookies. Bells and candy were given to each student.
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SMCES Teacher of the Year -Tami Williams
Mrs. Williams did not begin her college career in an education degree program; instead she decided to pursue a
career in nursing. Only after spending time working with her mother-in-law at her daycare facility did Mrs.
Williams realize that her true passion was working with children. She has been a first grade teacher since 1993, with
the past four years being at SMCES. She received her B.S. in Early Childhood Education from Valdosta State
University and is currently enrolled in the Masters’ program at Valdosta State University. She especially enjoys
teaching students how to read. Her hope is to instill a love of reading and learning in her students that never ceases.
Mrs. Williams is a member of the Professional Association of Georgia Educators (PAGE), and has served as a
mentor teacher, leadership team member, and Grade Chair. She is the wife of the senior pastor of the First Baptist
Church and participates in extensive community involvement. She has taught Sunday School, Vacation Bible
School, led children’s choirs of all ages, and currently sings in the adult choir at her church. Mrs. Williams’ personal feeling about teaching
begins with the belief that the task of educating, nurturing, and influencing children is an awe inspiring responsibility. Mrs. Williams
believes “If I can inspire our students to read and become independent learners, then that would be a wonderful accomplishment!”

NMCES Teacher of the Year - Selena Montgomery
After graduating from high school in 1997, Ms. Montgomery was unsure of her future goals and plans. After an
extensive conversation with her Great Grandmother, she realized the importance of doing something meaningful and
was told to find her passion and pursue it. Ms. Montgomery has been a Kindergarten teacher since 2005, with the
past four years being at NMCES. She received her B.S. in Early Childhood Education from Thomas University and
her Masters’/Specialists’ degrees from Nova Southeastern University.
Ms. Montgomery states that she has always tried to serve others to the best of her ability. She believes the greatest
contribution to her students and this profession is her willingness to provide a service to each of her students,
designed to give each one the tools needed to unlock the doors of success. Ms. Montgomery believes the future of
education lies in the partnership of community, parents, students, and educators. “It is our responsibility to prepare
lifelong learners that will become self-disciplined, independent, creative, and confident individuals.” Ms.
Montgomery participates in community involvement through her church and serves as the youth Sunday School and Vacation Bible School
teacher. Ms. Montgomery believes that her students will know that they have the capacity to do great things because she has provided her
students with an educational experience that is meaningful to each of them.

MCMS Teacher of the Year—LeKeshia Barney
Ms. Barney was influenced to become a teacher by several of her own teachers throughout her school years. Ms.
Barney has been a Math and English/Language Arts teacher at MCMS since 2007. She received her B.S. in Early
Childhood Education from Darton College, with Special Education certification, and is currently pursuing her
Masters’ degree at Troy University. She believes that the greatest contribution she has made to her students is
presenting herself as a positive role model in class each and every day. Speaking kind words, understanding,
fairness, and patience have been motivating and contributing factors to the success experienced by her students.
Ms. Barney is committed to giving back by volunteering her time with the Head Start program. Head Start not
only services the child but the entire family and promotes a community partnership. Ms. Barney has also served on
the Head Start Policy Council, establishing policy goals, enrollment criteria, and fundraising. Ms. Barney believes
that she has the ability to create the foundation for her students upon which they will build the rest of their lives.
Ms. Barney states, “ I am not only influencing the future of my students, but I am also affecting the future of all
humanity for future generations.”

NMCES
Cheerleaders
On January 18, the NMCES
Cheerleaders cheered during
the halftime for the MCHS
Lady Eagles game.

Special Recognition:
Kanyrea Spooner,
a 7th grader at
Mitchell County
Middle School,
led the audience in
the pledge at the
board meeting on
December 14.
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Shantashia Reese and Latisha Morman

By Kentavius Haynes, MCHS Student
Criminal Justice Class Conducts Police Stops
As an introduction to law enforcement procedure, Mr.
Teet’s Criminal Justice class practiced police patrol stops
in the MCHS parking lot. The stops included passive,
aggressive, and felony stops. The students learned the
proper steps to take for all three different stops. Also,
they learned how to obtain and take a suspect into
custody.

Criminal Justice Class Trip to SWGTC
On Wednesday, December 7, Mr. Teet’s Criminal Justice class traveled to
Thomasville, GA to the Southwest Georgia Technical College campus. Once
there the students used the practice gun simulator. The students were given
different visual scenarios and used their best judgment to determine when to
use lethal force. The students also had to practice negotiating techniques in
hostage situations. Lastly, the students toured the campus and met some of the
schools’ administrators. Left: Colin Wimberly in the gun simulator; right:
Mr. Teet’s class with SWGTC Dean of Admissions.

MCHS Prison Tour
In September of 2010, twenty freshmen and Mr. Teet’s Criminal Justice class traveled toured Autry State Prison. Upon arrival the students
were met by Autry’s CERT Team and discussed precautions to ensure a safe tour. First, we were met by Deputy Warden Williams, who talked
about some facts and statistics concerning the prison system. Next, we were accompanied by many correctional officers including the Chief of
All Uniformed Officers, Captain Nathaniel Williams, who escorted us to many housing units in the prison including general population,
solitary confinement, and the new arrival housing unit. Lastly, two inmates serving a life sentence were allowed to speak to the students about
the importance of education and making the right choices. At the end of their speech students were permitted to ask the inmates questions. The
students learned the structure of the prison system and the reality of being in prison. All students enjoyed the tour and MCHS thanks Autry
State Prison for accommodating the Mitchell County Eagles.

MCHS Tennis Schedule
February 8:
February 15:
February 22:
February 24:

Away game against Miller County at 4 p.m.
Home game against Pelham at 4 p.m.
Away game (girls only) against Quitman County at 4 p.m.
Home game against Baconton Charter at 4 p.m.

MCMS Winter Festival

Mitchell County Middle School 8th grade teachers and students were excited to have Santa Clause available for their booth at the
Mitchell County Middle School Winter Festival. The students enjoyed taking their picture with Santa Clause as well as taking a
hayride to see the lighted decorations. Santa was jolly and eager to bring holiday cheer to Mitchell County Middle School. The
8th grade teachers and students would like to thank everyone who participated in the festivities at the 8 th grade booths.

February 2011
We are going to the next
Eagle’s game. Are you?
Makiah Martin and Jalen Williams
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MCHS Basketball 2011
Basketball Schedule
February 5: Home game against Pelham
February 8: Away game against Baker County
February 11: Away game against Thomas County Central
All games begin at 6 p.m.

Christmas Dinner at SMCES
On December 9, 2010, South Mitchell County Elementary School held its annual Christmas Dinner.
Parents, friends, and community members came out to enjoy a delicious meal.
Special guests
were the Boys
and Girls Clubs
staff, central
office Staff,
board members,
and EMTs.

MCHS Students Played in the
Border War All-Star Game
On January 15, 2011 the Border War All-Star Game was played in
Moultrie, GA between the south-west region in Georgia and the Big Bend
region out of Florida. Over a hundred nominees were sent in for this game,
but only 50 were chosen to be on the teams. Of those nominees, three
Mitchell County Eagles were selected: Jessie Atkins, Anthony Brown and
Jessie Atkins, Jacoty Gilbert and Jacoty Gilbert. All three, who are seniors, helped the Eagles to a winning
season and also helped their all-star team play a great game. Jessie Atkins
Anthony Brown
Jessie Atkins
said “It was a great experience to play around that much talent and in that
atmosphere. It feels good to know that you’re recognized as one of the elite players around this area and you get a
chance to show people why.” Jessie Atkins (right) won Offensive MVP for the game. Jessie said, “Winning offensive MVP for the GA allstars team was great.”

SMCES Art Contest Finalist
Garrick Williams, Jr., a
fourth grade student in
Mrs. K. Williams’ room,
participated in the Wildlife
Arts Festival sponsored by
the Thomasville Cultural
Center.
He was a top 100 Art
Contest Finalist.

Congratulations to:
Region Coach of the Year: Dondrial Pinkins
Offense Player of the Year: Jessie Atkins
Congratulations to the following MCHS Football Players for
making the Football All Region Team:
1st Team Offense: WR: Justin Scott, WR: Ja’kyari Jenkins,
OL: Anthony Brown
2nd Team Offense: RB: Modzelle Atkins, OL: Dayia Gilbert,
OL: William Haywood, QB: Derrick Davis, TE: Yancey Burns
1st Team Defense: DB: Ja’kyari Jenkins, DB: Jaquan
Williams, LB: Desmond Jones, DL: Yancey Burns, DL:
Anthony Brown 2nd Team Defense: LB: Jontae Moore

February 2011
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School System Calendar

Calendar of Events for February
South Mitchell County Elementary

9

Parent Conferences from 4-7 p.m.

1

Feb. 1-15: PTA Fundraiser

11

Early Release: 1/2 day for students; 1/2 PLU day for teachers

2

DADS’s Club Meeting at 7 p.m.

22

Board Meeting—6:30 p.m.

25

Early Release: 1/2 day for students; 1/2 PLU day for teachers

North Mitchell County Elementary
14

Sweetheart Luncheon

14-18

Hoops for Heart

25

CRCT Pep Rally

Mitchell County High School

Mitchell County Middle School

2

Concert Band Members will meet after school every Wednesday
from 3:30-5 p.m.

3

Football Awards Night at 6 p.m. in MCHS theater

12

Valentine’s Dance: 6 p.m. –9 p.m. in MCMS cafeteria

8

17

PTA Meeting at 6 p.m. –Middle School Band and
MCMS Chorus will perform

CTAE Advisory Meeting at 6:30 p.m.; Young Farmer Crop
Insurance Meeting

9

SWGTC ASSET Test

25

Eagle’s Bash

10

Blood Drive; Financial Aid Workshop for Seniors—6 p.m.

11-12

FFA/4H Hog Show

24

Benchmark Exams (Periods 5, 7, 8, 9)

25

Benchmark Exams (Periods 1, 2, 3, 4)

Parent
Conferences
at all schools
on
February 9
from
4 p.m.—7 p.m.
For more info,
contact your
child’s school.

SMCES WILD ABOUT SPREADING JOY
Kindergarten students in Ms. Jill Grimmett’s, Mrs. Karen Murray’s, and Ms. Audrey Wallace’s classes visited
the Mitchell County Convalescent Center and the Camilla Retirement Home to spread Christmas joy to the
residents at these facilities. Mrs. Nkietta Collins, the music teacher, led the
students with songs including Merry Christmas to You from the Red,
White, and Blue, Shout, Jingle
Bells, and We Wish You a Merry
Christmas. The entire student
body got involved by creating
Christmas
decorations
that
residents used to decorate their
rooms, halls, and Christmas trees.
The
residents
enjoyed
the
performance and cannot wait until the next one.

Mitchell County School System Pre-K Registration 2011-2012
Pre-K applications may be picked up from South Mitchell County Elementary School or North Mitchell County Elementary School, dependent
upon your current address, beginning Tuesday, February 1, 2011 thru Friday, February 25, 2011. Applications may be picked up between the
hours of 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. All applications must be returned by Monday, February 28, 2011.

Mitchell County School System Program for Exceptional Children
Know Your Rights Parent Training
By Gordina Porter
Are you the parent or guardian of a child that receives special educational services in the Mitchell County School System? Please join us for a
night of information on your rights and responsibilities as a parent of a child with special needs. Guest speaker, Ms. Clemene Ramsey, MCSS
Consultant, will be available to review and discuss parental rights and answer questions. Child care will be provided to parents while you attend the training.
When: Wednesday, February 9, 2011 * Where: Mitchell County Board of Education—Parent Resource Room * Time: 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
For more information, contact Gordina Porter, Coordinator of the Program for Exceptional Children
Address: 108 South Harney Street, Phone: 229-336-4543 ext 1451, E-mail: gordina_porter@mitchell.k12.ga.us

