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Where are We Headed in Education?
by Steven Westhoff, Superintendent
As the end of the school year draws to a close, I’d like to thank all of you for your continued support.
Because of you, our students have had an outstanding year. I’m always amazed at how fast it all seems to pass
by.
If you have been watching and reading about all of the issues that face us in education and how school
districts are trying to figure out what to cut from the budget next and yet still provide a quality learning experience,
you may wonder where we are headed in education. I’ll try to shed some light on what the future may bring.
According to Thomas White, an expert in education finance, the financial future of education isn’t all that
rosy. Some basic truths that Mr. White has shared: education will not see any additional funding in the foreseeable
future. No additional funds to cover our increasing expenses; no monies to off set our increased costs for
retirement; no additional revenue to help us with our decreasing enrollment; and nothing to cover the ever
increasing cost of benefits. So what are we going to do? The American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA)
stimulus funds will supposedly buy us two years to figure things out.
During the next two years, we must reinvent how we provide education. We need to consolidate
administrative and financial duties with other districts including the MOISD. We need to restructure our high
schools to look more like colleges and universities We must provide learning opportunities for students online and
at home. We must share instructors with other districts. We must end our old ways of doing things, and we must
do this on our own as there is no outside agency or group that can do it for us. Class size at the high school level
will need to increase; several colleges have lecture classes of 200 to 300 students and quality learning still takes
place; teachers need to become facilitators of learning using technology to provide information and lessons. Some
of our teachers, through the use of technology, will need to become instructors of other students in neighboring
districts and teachers in other districts will need to serve our students. Students will need to be allowed to take
classes online when they want (at night, during the summer, on weekends) and be able to move on at their own
paces even if it is much faster than what we are used to. We are going to need to spend significantly more of our
resources at the elementary level to guarantee that students don’t fall behind and have the skills to be successful at
the secondary level and to become life long learners.
I’m sure that many people will see the need for these changes as radical. Others will look at all of the
barriers that exist to making the changes necessary and say it can’t be done. What choice do we really have? If
Tom White is right about the future funding for education, virtually all school districts will be broke and out of
business within a relatively short period of time. We need to be proactive during the next two years to plan for
appropriate change. In the past we’ve always reacted to what’s been thrown at us. If you’re interested in assisting
in the process of change that RCAPS is going to need to go through, please e-mail me or give me a call. We’d
greatly appreciate your help! You can contact me at: swesthoff@reedcity.k12.mi.us or 832-2201.

Reed City Area Public Schools
829 South Chestnut Street, Suite A
Reed City, Michigan 49677

Reed City Area
Public Schools
Permit No. 73
Nonprofit Organization

Summer 2008-09 Edition
Page 2

The Board of Education typically meets
the THIRD Monday of every month, with
a work/study session scheduled at 6 p.m.
and a regular monthly meeting at 7 p.m.
The meetings are held in the Porteous
Academic Center (f/k/a MS/HS Library),
and are open to the public. Any changes
to the meeting schedule may be found
on the Board of Education page at
www.reedcity.k12.mi.us.
Approved
minutes of meetings will be available
online or at the Office of the
Superintendent, 829 South Chestnut
Street, Suite A, in Reed City. Notices of
special
meetings
and
committee
meetings are publicly posted online and
at the Office of the Superintendent.
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School Scheduling Changes
Information
regarding
school
closing or schedule changes due
to severe weather is available on
the following radio and TV
stations throughout the school
year:
FM Radio Stations TV Stations
WYBR
WWBR
WTCM
WKJF
WLXZ
WOLW

102.3
100.9
103.5
92.9
96.7
91.1

TV 9 & 10
TV 7 & 4
TV 8
TV 13
Fox 33

Looking for more?
Check Out our Web Site
We continue to update and
improve our web site. For
school information including
the Board of Education,
district policies, calendars on
WebEvent, school staff,
contact information, and
much more, please visit us
at www.reedcity.k12.mi.us.

This 2008-09 Summer Edition of the COYOTE NEWS consists of articles and pictures
submitted by the Yearbook Staff of Reed City High School unless otherwise noted.

Summer Lunch Program
by Marissa Sheldon, RCHS Student

If you enjoy the nutritious, great tasting food that is served at school, you might just want to come back for
more – during the summer! Free lunch is now available during the summer months. Lunch will now be served
Monday through Friday at G. T. Norman Elementary to anyone under the age of eighteen. Any adult can purchase
the same lunch for a mere $3.
This lunch program is federally funded, at no cost to the school, for school districts that have a high
percentage of free and reduced lunch students during the regular school year. This means that more than fifty
percent of the students in our school receive free or reduced lunch. The cafeteria will offer the same foods and
stay within the same guidelines that they are required to fulfill during the school year.
The goal is to start the lunch program the first week after school gets out, June 8, but the district is still
deciding on a specific date. The school district hopes to have lunch available between eleven thirty and one
o’clock, but it is tentative at this point.
The expectation behind this new program is to ease the economic pressure and financial burden on
community members who have small children. They will now be able to provide their children with a healthy meal
option that is of no cost to them. Organizers feel that it’s a great opportunity for any child.
“We look forward to having young people take advantage of this program. Come to G. T. Norman and
have some lunch,” said Mr. Westhoff, superintendent of the district. Please keep this information in mind if you’re in
the area over the summer. The district can’t wait for this program to get started and neither can students!
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIANS OF 2008-09
The graduating class of 2009 has one
valedictorian and four salutatorians. Chelsea
Guzikowski will represent the class as
valedictorian. The salutatorians are Anna Busch,
Caleb Goodman, Emily Grove, and Summer
Knoop. All of them have worked very hard
throughout high school and should be proud of
their accomplishments.
Chelsea Guzikowski has achieved a
perfect 4.0 GPA. Some of the classes that she
said were difficult were calculus and physics.
After graduation Chelsea plans to attend Olivet
College and to play volleyball. She will be
studying pre-med. Chelsea says she is proud of
her achievements in sports throughout high
school and will miss them when she leaves.
She will also miss seeing her friends every day.
Her role model has been her mom because she
is the strongest woman she knows. In ten
years, Chelsea hopes to be a doctor and own
her own house.

Anna Busch has a 3.99 GPA. In the fall,
Anna will be attending Michigan State University
to study plant pathology. She was proud to be
accepted to MSU and of having completed
courses at the Math Science Technology
Center. When she graduates, she will miss the
MSTC and all of her friends. Some difficult
classes Anna took were chemistry and calculus
at Ferris. Her parents and her teachers have
been her role models throughout high school. In
ten years, Anna says she would like to be done
with undergraduate school and graduate school

if she pursues it. She also hopes to have a job
that she loves and, maybe, be married.

Caleb Goodman will be graduating with a
GPA of 3.98. Caleb is proud of maintaining his
GPA while playing sports throughout high
school. He says he will miss playing sports in
school. He also will miss hanging out with
friends and seeing some of the teachers at
RCHS. Some of the challenging classes he took
were research writing and chemistry.
After
graduation, Caleb will be attending Grand Valley
State University to study pre-med. Caleb credits
his parents as his role models for always
pushing him to be the best. In ten years, Caleb
hopes to have a job as physician’s assistant.

(continued on page 4)
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Emily Grove has a GPA of 3.98. After
graduating, she plans to attend Central Michigan
University to study journalism. Emily is proud of
earning scholarships to help pay for her tuition.
Her role models are her parents because they
have always encouraged her to work hard.
Emily says one of her hardest classes was
Spanish, because it was difficult to learn another
language. Calculus was also difficult. Some
things she will miss about high school are her
friends and some teachers. When asked where
she sees herself in ten years she replied, “There
are so many different directions my life could go.
I hope I’ll be married with a family. I could be
writing for a magazine, newspaper, or writing
books. Maybe I’ll be traveling the world. Who
knows?”
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Summer Knoop is graduating with a 3.98
GPA. Summer plans to attend Central Michigan
University in the fall, studying general business.
She believes one of her hardest classes was
macro science with Mr. Hoppes because that
was the only class she ever received an A- in.
An accomplishment Knoop is proud of is her role
in organizing the “Paint the Crowd Pink”
fundraisers, which raised over $2,800 in two
years. When asked what she will miss about
high school she replied, “I will miss playing
sports, dances, and seeing all my friends every
day.” She has many role models who influenced
her life in many different ways. In ten years,
Summer hopes to be living in a big city and
working at a resort or on a cruise ship.

The valedictorians and salutatorians of this year’s graduating class are all going various directions, but the one
thing they have in common is their drive to succeed. These students excelled in high school and should be proud
of their achievements. We wish them the best of luck in their college educations and all that they do, achieving as
much success in their future as they achieved at RCHS.

Roadside Pick Up
by Cassie Chipman, RCHS Student
How many of you do something to help the environment on Earth Day? The Leadership class chose to
participate in highway pickup. Groups associated with the highway pickup around the state were able to
collect trash between April 18 and April 26. The Leadership class picked up trash along US-10 between
Lakola Road and 220 th Avenue during third block on April 23. Student council used to be in charge of this
event before it was given to the Leadership class. They will be picking up the highway again in July and
September. If you would like to participate, contact Mr. McGinley.
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DISCIPLINE at RCHS
by Ashley Spear, RCHS Student

Throughout the years, Reed City High School has modified many rules. After talking with Mrs.
Harrison, there is one current change to the handbook regarding disciplinary actions. Reed City High School
now has a point system for discipline. The point system determines the consequences the students face.
Although the point system is new, the consequences are the same. For example, if a student is found
swearing in the hall, he/she gets two points added to his/her record. Two points indicate the consequence of
an after-school detention. If a person continues to get into trouble, no matter what the actions are, he/she is
moved to the next level and disciplined accordingly. Each week Mrs. Harrison receives a print out sheet of
the students who have been disciplined.
When a student is following the rules and has not been written up, Mrs. Harrison takes points off of
his/her record. If a student continues to break the rules, the points continue to add up. After each trimester,
students have their points reduced and they are able to have a semi-fresh start. Mrs. Harrison believes this
rule will make Reed City a better school because, “The students will know the consequences. It helps me be
more consistent with the discipline every time.”
When asked if there are any rules in the handbook that she thinks should be modified, she wishes that
instead of students getting an out-of-school suspension they could receive an in-school suspension. This is
hard because the school does not have a person to watch over the students assigned to an ISS. “The point
system is working very well. This is the next step in making it better.”
In the near future, Mrs. Harrison hopes to make a few variations to the disciplinary section of the
handbook. Additions would include adding an in-school suspension, handling bullying effectively, mandating
off campus driving, and creating new rules for seniors exams. She wants to find a way to stop bullying, by
helping the bully and the bullies. Even with cyber bullying, she would like to see something change.
With the off campus driving, she wants to change the system for career center students. She would
like to re-evaluate the system and the consequences of off campus driving. There is also a new rule for
seniors regarding their last trimester senior exams. For the past few years, seniors needed either a B in the
class, regardless of their absences, or they had to have a C in the class with only one absence in order to be
exempt from senior exams. Now those rules have changed. The seniors must now have a B in the class, no
more than one absence, and have scored a one or two on all four sections of the MME.
Mrs. Harrison believes that over 85% of the student body does a good job of following school rules.
Most students do not have multiple disciplinary problems. The hardest rules that students have trouble
following are driving off-campus to the Career Center and following the expectations written under dress code.
The students must realize that the faculty is not trying to control them, but once they are out in the work force,
they will have a dress code they must follow.

Leadership Class Scholarship
by Cassie Chipman, RCHS Student

Any seniors want the chance to win a scholarship? There is a new leadership class scholarship that seniors
can win if they plan to attend college. This scholarship doesn’t depend on GPA, essays, or community service. The
only requirement is that the senior plans to attend college in the fall. Mr. McGinley came up with this idea and the
leadership class built off of it. The whole class supported the idea and was involved in selling the shirts.
Students sold t-shirts from March 23 through the end of April to support the funding for this scholarship. So
far, thirty-five shirts have been sold. The cost of each shirt was $10 and $5 went into the scholarship fund. The
class of 2009 will be the first to receive the new scholarship. A quarter of the proceeds will go to each class and
every subsequent year, proceeds will be distributed in the same manner. This will allow the scholarship to grow
each year. The winner of this scholarship will be announced at senior send off. Anyone who purchased a t-shirt is
asked to wear it for senior send off to show support for the new scholarship.
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CSAA Talent Show
by Devon Willis, RCHS Student

It’s the time of year again for the Third Annual CSAA Talent Review. Reed City High School has
participated in it for three years now. Congratulations to this year’s finalists, James Knoerl and Bobby
Wright. They will be competed against eighteen other acts to earn their place on the CSAA talent show
tour. The auditions were held April 16 at Central Montcalm High School. The nine schools that
participated were Morley-Stanwood, Big Rapids, Reed City, Holton, Hesperia, White Cloud, Central
Montcalm, Lakeview, and Chippewa Hills.
The top acts were then chosen and the CSAA talent tour began. It took place on April 22, April
23, and April 24. Students who earned a spot on the tour participated in three performances each of the
three days. They got the chance to perform for each of the nine schools in the CSAA. The judges not
only looked for talent, but stage presence as well. Great job this year to James and Bobby on their
outstanding achievements and great talents!

Dual Enrollment
by Ashley Spear

Dual Enrollment is a program that gives juniors and seniors the opportunity to earn college credit
while still in high school. In order to participate in the dual enrollment program, students must meet the
following criteria:
•
21 Composition Score on the ACT
•
3.25 GPA
•
Have his/her own transportation
•
Have junior or senior status in High School
•
Take a class that the high school does not offer
As dual enrollment students, Anna Busch and Cody Dellar have major responsibilities on their
hands. They must provide their own transportation to Ferris three to five days a week, find time to do
homework from their high school classes, and set aside time to study for their Ferris classes. The
amount of time students spend studying depends on the class they are taking and how well they know
the subject. Anna is taking two classes at Ferris this semester – Calculus and Microbiology. “At times it
can be overwhelming. I study every day for about an hour or two.” When asked about major differences
between their Ferris classes and high school classes, students believe the atmosphere is very different.
“The conversation between the teacher and the students is different. It is more mature,” Cody said.
Anna feels, “It gives me a taste of college. I know what to expect. I am definitely more prepared.”
What is great about taking college classes in high school? Anna is graduating from high school
with fifteen college credits completed (the equivalent of one semester). Cody will have nine credits
completed. Cody’s advice for future dual enrollment students, “Keep your composure. Do not be
intimidated by college students. You are advanced; that is why you are at Ferris.”
While the courses are typically more difficult at the college level, students benefit by challenging
themselves. The adjustment becomes much easier after experiencing a course at the college level.
After graduation, students know what to expect and what type of effort they will be required to put into
their daily school work.
Students who participate in dual enrollment are essentially getting college credits for free. Many
college courses cost between $300 - $500 per credit hour. Students are essentially saving anywhere
from $900 - $1,500 for every class they take at Ferris.
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Recycle Club
by Devon Willis

In the last year, over five tons of paper were recycled, thanks to the students of Reed City High
School. The students saved over 85 trees from being cut down just in the last year by recycling. Two
years ago, six tons of paper was recycled. Overall, in the last two years, over 170 trees were saved just
by recycling.
You might be wondering where all of the paper goes after they collect it. The recycle club meets
every Thursday. They collect boxes of recycled paper from each of the teacher’s rooms. They even go
and empty the recycled pop bottles that the students donate in the cafeteria. They then take the material
to the recycling center. Once it’s there, it is donated to the Boy Scouts.
Alicia Elliott is one of the six members in the Recycle Club. She and her friend Calvin Dennett
joined because they thought it would be a great experience, and they both care deeply about the
environment. Other members include John Stratz, Jayson Stoner, Marissa Sheldon, and Ashlee Swales,
but anyone can join. If you would like to join the Recycle Club, see Mr. McGinley. Remember the next
time you’re done with a piece of paper, don’t throw it away. Recycle it. Thanks to the Recycle Club, our
community is becoming a better place to live.

New Classes for 2009-2010 School Year
by Ashley Spear

There are a few new classes that will be added to the school schedule for the 2009-2010 school
year. One of the new courses that students may enroll in is called outdoor recreation, which includes a
wide variety of activities such as hiking, fly fishing, canoeing, biking, and more.
Three new physical education courses will be added to the course listings: team games,
individual games, and resistance fitness. Team games will include sports that involve teamwork such as
soccer, softball, volleyball, lacrosse, handball, floor hockey, and even flag football. In the individual
games class, students will be playing games like bowling, golf, badminton, tennis, and paddle ball. The
underlying concept of this class is to involve students in tournaments and encourage them to achieve
their goals.
Resistance fitness has been designed especially for highly motivated students. It will show
students the proper techniques involved in lifting and strength conditioning. It will also include
plyometrics, speed training, agility training, and lessons on proper nutrition. The final exam in the course
will be a layout of a healthy exercise program.
Finally, senior financial strategies will be required for all senior students. This course will include
lessons and materials that teach students the steps necessary to maintain credit, establish a savings
account, and invest wisely. Also student taxes, payroll, and payroll records will be assessed. The goal
of this course is to give students basic knowledge to avoid financial troubles in the future, financially.
The only class that has been cut from next year’s course offerings is sociology. However, with a
large graduating class leaving and a small class entering the building as freshmen, others may
eventually be cut from the schedule as well.
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A Change in Sport Seasons
by Paul Wieczorek

Along with a few changes in the school schedule next year, there will also be a schedule change
during basketball season. Rather than having all of the girls’ basketball teams play one night and all of
the boys’ basketball teams play another night, the dates will now be set according to the level of play.
The girls’ varsity team will now play at 5:30 p.m. and the boys’ varsity team will play at 7:30 p.m. The
junior varsity team will then follow suit. If the varsity teams are at home, the junior varsity teams will be
away and vice-versa. The freshmen teams will then be required to play in the middle school gymnasium.
Next year almost all CSAA games will be Tuesday/Friday for the varsity and Monday/Thursday
for the junior varsity. Student athletes will benefit as well. Now, reporters and scouts can come one night
and watch both boy and girl athletes. This may allow games to be aired on the radio as well. Other
conferences have gone to this type of scheduling and have reported that the pros far outweigh the cons.
Larger crowds create more revenue in gate money, concession stands and it ultimately gives student
athletes a better atmosphere to play in.

All-Conference Athletes
by Zack Grams

This year, numerous RCHS winter sport student-athletes received recognition for their success in
either basketball or wrestling. Zackary Grams, a member of the varsity boys’ basketball team, received
1st Team All-conference, while his teammates Caleb Goodman and Kyle Apsey received Honorable
Mention All-conference in the Central States Activities Association. On the girls’ half of the court, the
entire starting line up was recognized. Lindsay Holmquist and Ali Ruttle received 1st Team Allconference while their teammate Rebecca Ward was voted 2nd Team All-conference, and Chelsea
Guzikowski and Summer Knoop were voted Honorable Mention All-conference.
The local Cadillac News and the Big Rapids’ Pioneer newspapers also selected an All-area
Team, and a Dream Team. Placed on the Cadillac News All-area team for the boys was Zackary Grams
and for the girls were Lindsay Holmquist and Ali Ruttle. Placed on the Pioneer Dream Team for the boys
was Zackary Grams on the 1st team and Kyle Apsey on the 2 nd team. For the girls’ Pioneer Dream Team
Lindsay Holmquist and Ali Ruttle were selected to the 1st team squad while Rebecca Ward received 2nd
team accolades.
On the wrestling mats this year, many wrestlers had success. Steven Ruppert was selected 1st
team All-conference. Michael Lackney and Brian Michell received 2n d Team All-conference, and Paul
Wieczorek and Mike Booker were chosen as Honorable Mention All-conference. For the Cadillac News
All-area Team, Paul Wieczorek, Brian Michell, Steven Ruppert, Michael Lackney, Cody O’Neil, and
Michael Booker were all chosen.

