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Principal’s Message
The weather has certainly played tricks on us this winter. It has been a blessing for us at Sunnyside though as students have been able to go outside
more than in previous years.
The importance of experiencing the natural world has many benefits:
Improving short term memory – studies have proven being in nature strengthens your short term memory compared to walking around the city or
staying inside. Being outside and listening to nature also helps combat mental fatigue.
Stress reliever – When we are outside, we experience a sort of forest therapy. The sounds, the smells, and the views take away our worries and
help us create a stress free environment. Even sitting by a window with a view is helpful.
Improved concentration – A simple walk or hike in nature can help restore your attention span. Some researchers say nature is a natural tool for
managing ADHD symptoms.
We are very fortunate to live in an area of the world that is beautiful, accessible, and free to use. My recommendation is to put the technology down
and get outside.

In appreciation for all you do,

Mr. Hyatt

We have a lot going on in March and April so please check the calendar.

Upcoming Events and Reminders !
Tuesday, March 13th—Adams State Percussion Band—Sunnyside Gym—12:45 p.m.

Wednesday, March 14th—4th & 5th Grade to Bloomfield Choir Festival
Saturday, March 17th—St. Patrick’s Day Celebration - 5:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m.

Wednesday, March 21st—Class School Pictures—Beginning at 8:00 a.m.
Wednesday, March 21st—Reading Incentive Popsicle Party—Around 2:15 p.m.

Friday, March 23rd—Bluegrass Meltdown—Sunnyside Gym—1:45 p.m.
Friday, March 23rd—Report Cards Go Home

March 26th thru March 30th and Monday, April 2nd—No School
April 4th—13th—CMAS Testing—3rd, 4th & 5th Grade

Monday, April 16th—Pre-K and Kindergarten Registration—8:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
April 17th—19th—CMAS Testing—4th & 5th Grade

Friday, April 20th—3rd & 4th Grade Reward Field Trip
Friday, April 27th— Kindergarten Durango Nature Study Field Trip

3rd, 4th and 5th Grade CMAS Testing will be April 4th thru April 13th
4th and 5th Grade CMAS Testing also April 17th thru April 19th

Please do not plan appointments or travel with your students
during that time as these are important assessments. Thank you!
Principal Pride
We are continuing our recognition of students who display any of our 4 Be’s: Be Kind, Be Safe, Be Responsible, and
Be a Problem Solver by giving out Bulldog Proud certificates. When students have received 10 Bulldog Proud
certificates they go to Mr. Hyatt to receive a Principal’s Pride Award. Mr. Hyatt will have a special lunch biweekly with award winners.

This Months Principal Pride Award Recipients are:
Jade Acevedo, Tristan Alleman, Beau Belvin, Hailey Cowan, Noah Houk, Daniel Latham, Bristol Lesky,
Ella Martin, Ava McKown, Curtis Miller

Parent Coffee/Tea every Friday morning beginning at 8:00 a.m. in the Sunnyside Office
Conference Room. Come join Mr. Hyatt to share ideas and discuss any concerns
or questions you may have.
Be sure to head to our Website and check out the Sunnyside Logo Apparel Store.
Just click on the Read More link and you will be directed to the Apparel Site where
you can place your orders.

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration
Saturday, March 17th—5:00—8:00 p.m.
5:00—6:30 p.m. Corned Beef or Brisket Dinner
$10 for Adults—$5 for Kids 6-12—Kids 5 & Under Free

Leprechaun Land Games—5:30—6:45 p.m.
Tall Paul the Magician at 6:45 p.m.
Pie & Cake Auction—6:45—8:00 p.m.

Congratulations to Juliana McKown
This week’s District 9R Bravo, Jr.
Award Winner!

Afternoons with Ms. Katie
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 3:00 p.m.—5:30 p.m.
Located at Sunnyside Elementary in the Bulldog Room
Open to K-5th Grade
$10 per day, per child
We will be working on social skills by playing group
games, assisting with homework, reading stories aloud
and spending time together . Please contact Katie Loose
at katie johnson4444@gmail.com if you are interested.

Seven Habits of Highly Responsible Students
Responsible students do not have any one secret for their success…but they do practice some habits that help them. Here are seven
habits that can make any child (even yours) a highly responsible student.
They set goals.
They plan their time.
They study or read every day.
They take notes in class.
They have the school supplies (tools) they need.
They keep their commitments.
They get ready ahead of time.
Build responsible habits in 21 days! Experts say that if we repeat an action every day for 21 days, it is likely to become automatic. So, for
the next 21 days, encourage kids to act on the habits of responsible students. They will soon find they do them without even thinking. In
addition, they will be more responsible and more successful in school as well!

Sunnyside School Accountability Committee (SAC)
Come to the School Accountability Committee (SAC) meetings to discuss items such as the budget, student achievement and the
School Improvement Plan (it is a true document that really exists!).
We meet the first Thursday of every month at 3:15 p.m. at Sunnyside Elementary. SAC Website: sunnysidesac.weebly.com

Kindergarten Registration is on
April 16th, 2016

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

My name is Tina Henderson and I am the kindergarten teacher. I have been teaching at Sunnyside for the past eighteen years. I hold a bachelors
degree in Child Development and a masters degree in Reading Instruction. During my teaching career I have taught and directed preschool,
kindergarten, first and second grades. I have also taught English as a Second Language to students grades K-5. Although I have taught many
different levels I must say that no position is as exciting to be a part of as kindergarten. Students come to school so thrilled to be here where
everything is exciting and fresh to them! I am very pleased to met your child on April 16 between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.
As parents are filling out the enrollment forms, I would like to meet each perspective student to play a few developmental games and activities
with them. I will also be available to discuss any questions or concerns that parents may have about kindergarten or their child. Please plan on
staying at least 30 minutes to complete the necessary paperwork and providing me an opportunity to meet your child.
When enrolling parents will need to bring their child’s birth certificate and a copy of their child’s immunizations records. We will also need
emergency information, contact numbers, as well as insurance information. Please bring this information with you when you register, so that all
the necessary paperwork may be filled out completely and efficiently.
Enclosed is a general guideline that parents may use when determining if their child is ready for kindergarten. While there's no perfect formula
that determines when children are truly ready for kindergarten, you can use this checklist to see how well your child is doing in acquiring the skills
found on most kindergarten checklists.
Listen to stories without interrupting * Recognize rhyming sounds * Pay attention for short periods of time to adult-directed tasks
Understand actions have both causes and effects * Show understanding of general times of day * Cut with scissors
Trace basic shapes * Begin to share with others * Start to follow rules * Be able to recognize authority
Manage bathroom needs * Button shirts, pants, coats, and zip up zippers * Begin to control oneself
Separate from parents without being upset * Speak understandably * Talk in complete sentences of five to six words
Look at pictures and then tell stories * Identify rhyming words * Identify the beginning sounds
Identify the names of some shapes * Recognize groups of one, two, three, four, and five objects * Count to ten

If your child has acquired most of the skills on this checklist and will be at least five years old before he or she starts kindergarten, he or she is
probably ready for kindergarten. What we want to see on the first day of school are children who are healthy, mature, capable, and eager to
learn. I look forward to meeting with you on April 16.

20 Ways for Parents to Encourage Reading






















Use interests and hobbies for starting points of reading for your child.
Leave all sorts of reading materials including books, magazine, and colorful catalogs in places around your home.
Notice what attracts your child’s attention, even if it is only pictures and build on that interest. Bring home more information on that interest.
Let your child see you reading for pleasure!
Take your child to the local library! Explore the children’s section together.
Present reading as an activity with a purpose. Planning a trip, identifying a doll or stamp or making paper airplanes can be fun!
Encourage older children to read to their younger brothers and sisters.
Have your child read to you while you are driving in the car.
Play games that are reading related. Board games that require players to read spaces can be a lot of fun!
Set aside a regular time for your family to read. As little as ten minutes a day can help improve your child’s reading and habits.
Have your child help you cook or bake by reading the recipe for you!
Reading a loud to your child can help foster the enthusiasm for them to read.
On gift giving occasions, give books and magazines based on your child’s interest.
Set aside a special place for children to keep their own books.
Have fun with bookmarks-find fun and colorful ones and then let your child know it is okay to put a book down for a while and explore
something else.
Treat your child to a night of reading a joke or riddle book together. Take turns reading jokes to one another!
Extend your child’s positive reading experiences. If your youngster enjoyed reading a book about dinosaurs, follow it up with a visit to a
natural history museum.
Limit your child’s TV viewing time in an effort to make time for reading.
Not all reading takes place between the covers of a book. Don’t forget about menus, road signs, food labels, sheet music. Take advantage
of these countless opportunities for reading in your family’s busy day!
Offer incentives to encourage your child to read. Allow your child to stay up an extra 15 minutes to finish a book or a chapter.
Adapted from http://www.rif.org/parents/tips/tip.mspx?View+3

Anyone interested in participating in
SIPTA is welcome to attend our next
meeting at 7:30 a.m., Wednesday,
March 14th in the Sunnyside
Conference Room.
We really hope you will join us!
Like us on Facebook!

Keep Up-to Date on Sunnyside
Current Events !
Visit the durangoschools.org

After School Programs Held at Sunnyside
(For Sunnyside Library Programs, student must be in 3rd, 4th or 5th Grade unless accompanied by parent or guardian)

Mondays—1:30—2:30—Lego League—Sunnyside Library (contact Rebecca Benally)
Tuesdays—3:00—4:00—Computer Hour—Sunnyside Library (contact Rebecca Benally)
Tuesdays—3:00—4:00—Durango Nature Studies—Sunnyside Art Room (contact Durango Nature Study)
Wednesdays—3:00—4:00—Groovy Game Day—Sunnyside Library (contact Rebecca Benally)
Thursdays—3:00—4:00—Crazy Craft Day—Sunnyside Library (contact Rebecca Benally)
Thursdays—3:00—4:00—Advanced Orchestra—Sunnyside Music Rm (contact BeFrank Foundation)
Fridays—3:00—4:00—Beginner Orchestra—Sunnyside Music Rm (contact BeFrank Foundation)
Tuesday—Friday—3:00—5:30—Afternoons with Ms. Katie—Open for K-5—(contact Ms. Katie at:
katiejohnson4444@gmail.com)

If your student is missing their jacket, hat, gloves,
lunch box or any other item, be sure to check out the
Lost and Found very soon.
All items that have not been claimed by Friday,
March 16th will be donated to the Sunnyside Swap.

THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW
School Hours: Monday – 7:50 to 1:20
Tuesday thru Friday – 7:50 to 2:50
Monday thru Friday – Breakfast Served at 7:25
First bell at 7:45 - Must be in classroom at 7:50
- If student will be out for the day, please call the Sunnyside office before 7:30 a.m. at 970-259-5249.
- If student will be out for more than one day parent must fill out a Student Leave Notification Form.
- If parent will be picking student up before school is dismissed at end of day, you must call the office in
the morning, unless unforeseen emergency.
Be sure all people who may be picking your student up at end of day are included on Authorized Pick-Up Sheet.

The best things in life are free . . . just like the services offered by the Sunnyside Branch Library! Stop by and use
the internet with your own device or on our computers. Find the newest best seller, or a DVD for the weekend.
Have some creative kids? Check out one of our friendly, cuddly puppets for creative play. Traveling over spring
break? We have Audio Books and Launchpad Learning Tablets to keep you and your little ones (of all ages)
entertained. Need something to do? Join us for our afterschool activities, Mondays at 1:30, and Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays at 3:00. You could have as much fun as these friends:

Want something even more creative, challenging, or delicious? Join us for Edible Books 2018. An edible book is
an artistic creation, made of edible items, that in some way represents a book. Can you guess these creations?

Bring your creations to Sunnyside Library on May 3rd. Sharing begins at 3:00; eating, shortly thereafter. What can
you create?
* See you soon at Sunnyside Branch Library *

