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Portland Christian Schools Alumni Association wishes everyone
a very blessed Christmas and a wonderful New Year in 2013
as you move ahead “All in God’s Timing.”
CELEBRATING 8TH ANNUAL
ALUMNI APPRECIATION WEEK
January 15-19, 2013
Alumni are invited to visit and to share in classes all week at both PCJH/HS and PCES. If you
wish to speak in a class, please contact Jeanne Lampi prior to December 15th.

January 15: PCS vs Vernonia 3:30 p.m. Royals Varsity and JV games at

In This Edition:

January 17: Alumni Chapel 9:35 a.m. Speaker: Gregg Remsburg (1987), co-star

• Thoughts from the 1951

January 17: Alumni Brunch 10:45 a.m. Speaker: Supt. Annette Ayers Johnson

PCES Messenger

Multnomah University Gym

of Discovery Channel’s GOLD RUSH.

(1982).
January 18: PCS vs Knappa 3:30 p.m. Royals Varsity and JV games at
Multnomah University Gym.

January 19: ALUMNI BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

Men and women players are welcome. Cliff Samodurov (1984), Tournament
Organizer, will be assisted by Martin Yand (1984) and Andrew Jannsen (1986).
8:00am: Doors open for alumni basketball players to sign-in and
organize teams.
9:00am: Tournament begins
11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Soup and salad luncheon served to all
tournament attendees.

Please note that all alumni and family members are admitted free of charge
to all events during Alumni Appreciation Week.
Please contact Cliff Samodurov at cliff@ibsolutionsonline.com or
jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org for further information.
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Thoughts from the 1951 PCES Messenger

I

n looking
through a number of PCS archival
documents, I came
across the December 1951, PCES
Messenger, a collection of thoughts
written by students
in the elementary
grades. While many
of these thoughts reflected on the first few months
of the year, many also focused on Christmas.
If any REALS readers attending PCES in 1951
remember the following we would love to hear
from you.
“Our orchestra is in for some good times
under the direction of our new director, Mrs.
Brownlee. Right now, I wish we could plug
our ears though, we are so bad. Regardless
of how bad we are now, we are going on to
perfection.” –Beverly Brickwidel, 8th Grade
“We have a new teacher, Mrs. Don Baker. She
comes to us from Evangel Baptist Church and
is an inspiration to all of us. We thank our
Lord that she came just when we needed her
most.” –Mrs. Rogers
“Is Christmas a day the world will forget, a
scene in a manager in Bethlehem set where
shepherds of old saw the Christ Child lay,
asleep in a manager filled with hay? The wise
men brought gifts from afar to the little Lord
Jesus by following a star. So let us in love as
we exchange presents today, remember our
Dear Lord Jesus on this His birthday.”
–Bonnie Loeffler, 7th Grade
“I am so grateful for Portland Christian Grade
School in which we are free to learn about and
worship Jesus.” –Clarine Brown, 8th Grade
“Thank you God for our country. We Americans have such a rich heritage. We are one of
the richest nations ever to exist. We are free to

travel all over. We can stay in spotless hotels
and play in nice playgrounds. We have good
doctors, we have police and firemen to protect
us, we have the freedom to gather to pray and
express our love for the Lord, and we have the
freedom to choose the government leaders
who will do what is right for our nation. No
other nation is so blessed; no other country
has ever had such comforts and opportunities and benefits.” “Bless the Lord Oh my
soul. Forget not all His benefits.” Ps. 103: 1-2
–Joanne Woods, 8th Grade
“For Thanksgiving this year we presented a
play, One Big Family. We all worked hard to
present the truth. One of our services to the
school this year is to keep the piano in the
chapel polished. It is very important to keep
things looking nice for Jesus.” –The 5th and
6th Grade Students
“Christmas is the time when we all should be
giving gifts to those in need and not expecting gifts for ourselves. The greatest satisfaction at Christmas and all through the year
is to know that Jesus is rejoicing with us and
approving all we do to please Him.” –George
Coggins, 8th Grade
“We asked God for: A new table; He gave us
two. A new mirror; He gave us a really big
one. More students in our classes; He gave us
69. A few new cupboards; He gave us three
whole rooms full. That Pamela Jensen and
Evelyn Burshek would get better; they did.
New asphalt floor coverings; we have beautiful floors and newly painted walls. Thank you
Lord. You always give us more than we need
or ask for. –The 1st and 2nd Grade Students
TO ALL OUR PARENTS AND FRIENDS:
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A GLAD
NEW YEAR. Thank you for your love and
support.
–Portland Christian Elementary School
Students, Teachers and Staff, Christmas 1951
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Mission Statement

t is the mission of Portland Christian Schools to educate students in the
truth of God’s word in every area of instruction and activity so that their
lives may be transformed by the renewing of their minds.

Honoring Jeanne Lampi:
45 Years at Portland Christian Schools

P

lease join me in celebrating and honoring Jeanne Lampi,
who has been at the heart of Portland Christian Schools for
45 years! Jeanne is always associated in my mind with two places:
Portland Christian Schools and Mount Hood. Just as Jeanne has
climbed up and down Mt. Hood many times, leading group after
group over rough trails and tranquil paths, making progress in
good weather and bad, facing challenges and celebrating successes
-- so she has led group after group of students through Portland
Christian Schools with the same skill and care that
she exhibits on the mountain. Although Jeanne has
cut back over the years at PCS, you can still find
her on the mountain, at Megumi Chalet, the retreat
center she built and manages!

Jeanne’s history with PCS began in 1966 when she
joined the staff teaching chemistry, German, wilderness survival, and first aid. In 1982 she became the
Jr./Sr. High School Principal. Twenty years later, in
2002, she was appointed as the Director of Alumni
and International Relations and has continued ever since to oversee the Alumni Relations department. It is impossible to tell you,
in one short article, all that Jeanne has done to benefit Portland
Christian. Let me highlight for you just three things:
Accreditation: As high school Principal, Jeanne spearheaded the
high school’s initial ACSI accreditation efforts, a process that required several years of effort. When the school was finally granted
ACSI accreditation in 1987, Jeanne received special recognition for
the outstanding “self-study” report comprised of 9 computerized
bound volumes. Jeanne was diligent to maintain that accreditation
and pursued additional accreditations for the school, including
accreditation by the Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges, the National Council of Private Schools Association, and
the Council on International Transregional Accreditation. Under
Jeanne’s leadership, the entire school, PreK-12, was fully accredited
by ACSI and NAAS in 2010. Thank you, Jeanne!
International Student Program: Under Jeanne’s leadership as
Principal, PCHS enrolled seven international students in September, 1989 and initiated the English as Second Language Program.
The school’s international program was formalized soon thereafter
and quickly grew. When Jeanne moved on from her position as
Principal in 2002, she took on the role of Director of International
Affairs. Today, although she no longer carries that title, Jeanne
remains very active with the Program and especially values the
friendship of PC’s ISP students and alumni. Thank you, Jeanne!
Alumni Affairs: Jeanne has been a leader, friend, and mentor to
hundreds of PCS alumni, former students, staff, and other friends
of the school. She has continued to serve the Portland Christian
family as the Alumni Relations Director since 2002. She main-

tains relationships via the REALS, personal contact, Facebook and
other electronic media. She attends reunions, weddings, funerals,
showers, celebrations, parties, and numerous other events, where
she connects with many, many people on behalf of Portland Christian. Thank you, Jeanne!
Many of us have memories of Jeanne and the way she has touched
our lives. My memories of Jeanne go back to my early childhood.
Jeanne was a family friend and our families spent
many weekends together. I remember listening to
the adults talk “education” late into the night over
huckleberry pie and vanilla ice cream. I remember
Jeanne teaching me to ski and to love the mountain in
all seasons. I remember Jeanne as an amazing cook -who never even used a cookbook! I remember Jeanne
overflowing with such hospitality that she made
everyone who crossed her path feel special.
Just as many of you do, I have memories of “Mrs.
Lampi” as my physical science and chemistry teacher. What
a privilege! Yes, her class was very challenging, but the lasting
impression I walked away with was the importance of gaining
a biblical worldview from every lesson taught. As a teacher, and
later as Principal, Jeanne set a high standard for both students
and staff–and Portland Christian has met the benchmark she set.
Understanding and discussing what could be learned and revealed
about God in each and every class is still a priority at Portland
Christian Schools and is a legacy that Jeanne continues to enrich.
Rich Remsburg, who worked with Jeanne at PCS for decades,
recalls joining her in leading groups of students up, and safely
back down, Mt. Hood. He recalls from his last climb with Jeanne,
“I looked up the steep slope and then looked down from where I
had come and said to myself, “what in the world am I doing here?”
There could be many different responses to that question, but of
one thing I am certain: thanks in no small part to Jeanne Lampi,
Portland Christian continues to move on up the mountain!
Jeanne has always given her best personally and professionally. In
everything she does, she is thorough and caring. Please join me in
thanking Jeanne for her faithfulness by sharing your thoughts and
memories. If you would like to publicly share your appreciation for
Jeanne, send a note to appreciation@pcschools.org, or go to www.
pcschools.org, click on the Alumni tab, choose, “appreciation” and
share your thoughts to be posted on our website’s Alumni page.
We at Portland Christian have been so blessed by Jeanne! Thank
you Lord, for Jeanne Lampi!
–Annette Ayers Johnson (1982)
Superintendent, PCS
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A Word from the Alumni Council Chair

W

e have entered a new school
year and the Council is off to a
great start. The first of our four annual
meetings was held and some exciting
new ideas were discussed. We were sad
to report that Bekki Webb Crawford
(1999) resigned due to her many commitments with family and work. Our
thanks go to Bekki for all her work
last year on the part of the Alumni
Association. Thanks also go to Blair
Hutchinson (2006) who resigned and is now teaching Spanish
full time, PK-8th grade at PCES. We welcome two new members,
Michelle Anfuso Osborne (1988) and G. David Scott (1987),
who have joined our ranks on the Council.
Our theme for 2011-2012 was “Moving Ahead on God’s Timetable.” We moved ahead last year with the Alumni Association and

the formation of an Alumni Council. This year we are seeing the
Lord’s plans come to fruition, “All in God’s Timing.”
There certainly have been many changes at the high school since
I graduated in 2000 and I believe we are now seeing many things
come together just as the Lord has always had in mind. It’s really
quite amazing when we hear His voice, how He can take “our
plans” and direct our steps in the way He wants us to go. The
Lord, in His Timing, has positioned Portland Christian Schools to
grow and to be a strong leader in Christian education.
The PCS Alumni Association strongly supports the administration as it seeks to bring the whole TRUTH of God to the whole
student.
–Dallin Pennington (2000)
Alumni Council Chair

Alumni Celebrate Portland Christian High’s
(???) Annual Homecoming
Dear Alumni from the late 1950’s and
early 1960’s, I need HELP with some
PCH history.

W

hen I came to Portland Christian
in 1966, HOMECOMING was
a pretty “big deal” for the Alumni since
Homecoming was celebrated either the
weekend before Christmas or between
Christmas and New Year’s. A Queen was
chosen from the senior class and the PC
ROYALS played the PC Alumni team.
There was also an Alumni and student
banquet and the highlight of the evening
was a concert by the PC choir which
included alumni. I was asked recently
whether or not 2012 was the 50th or
51st year PCH Homecoming. I was also
asked the difference between Sweetheart
Serenade and Homecoming.
In looking through many of the historical records I have on hand in the Alumni
office, I could find nothing in the 1962
Searchlight or even the Tattler (a student

Rich Graves (1963)
& Karon Trommlitz (1957)
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produced Alumni newsletter) to indicate
when the school held its first Homecoming. (As an aside, the first Sweetheart
Serenade was held in February 1952.)
I am going to suggest what seems to be
the origin of Homecoming at PCH. It
appears that PCH held its first Homecoming in December of 1962. Dottie Pent,
class of 1963 was crowned Queen. If this
is true then Homecoming 2012 would be
the 51st Homecoming and not the 50th
as I announced last year. PLEASE, would
an alumnus from the early 1960’s set me
straight about “my facts”?
To say that 2012 Homecoming was a great
success is an understatement. It appears
that nearly 100 PCH Alumni plus family
members attended the game. The pouring rain did not deter loyal PC fans from
watching their ROYALS football team,
currently ranked first in state, play Nestucca. The final score: PCH-44, Nestucca-0.

At half-time, the class float parade was one
of the most creative to date. The seniors
took first place with their masterpiece;
LOST. Following the floats, came the
princesses riding in convertibles and for
the first time since Portland Christian
began celebrating Homecoming during
football season, the Homecoming Queen
was crowned in front of the crowd in the
stands. Cheers erupted from all over the
field as senior Katy Akiyama was crowned
Portland Christian’s (50th or 51st) 2012
Homecoming Queen. From all the PCH
Alumni, a huge congratulations, Katy.
Following are pictures of PC Alumni who
visited the cafeteria during the evening.
Alumni
from each
decade from
the 1950’s
through
2012 pictured below.
Kim Akiyama Dodril 2005
& David Akityama 2011

The Troy Hernandez (2007) Family
Ryan Hernandez (2002), Chad
Amanda White (2010), Ashley White
& Grandma Rae (1970)
Barton (2006), Brett Barton (2003) (2008), Tianna Maslowski (2008)

Prayer
Requests for

Graduates of Portland Christian are serving
in many areas of the world. Please send
names to PCS for inclusion in the next edition of the REALS.
❤ Russ Lambert (1954) OCI
❤ Dr. Camille Jamison (1954) SIM USA
❤ Diane Sievers (1954) Executive Director of PREP 4kids, Portland
❤ John and Jean Sealy (1957) Krugers,
International Fellowship, Africa
❤ Jim and Lanita Smith (1958)
Sweeney, Sweeney Consulting Ministries
❤ Jaunita Phillips (1959) Schiewek,
Hawaii
❤ Neno Atkinson (1960) Love Thy
Neighbor Ministry to nursing home patients
❤ Chuck (1961) and Sally Keller,
Wycliffe
❤ David Smith (1961), New Zealand
❤ Virginia Bradley (1961) Cameroon,
Africa
❤ Jake and Marie Birch (1965) Penner,
Eastern Europe
❤ Bob and Joyce Lander (1966) Carlson, Kenya
❤ Jerry Glass (1967) Uruguay, Biblical
Ministries Worldwide
❤ Shan and Karen O’Gieblyn (1968)
Esson, Phillipines
❤ Mike Rice (1969) Emmaus Prison
Ministries
❤ Don and Gretchen Barter (1970)
Cheney and family, Wycliffe Bible Translators
❤ Pastor Alan Goetsch (1970) and family, Beyond the Cross Ministries, MO
❤ Dr. Carl (1971) and Cindy Reed,
Indonesia
❤ Dr. Scott Walt (1976) and family,
Austria
❤ Pastor Mark Turansky (1977) and
family, Hawaii
❤ Dr. Lori Marvel (1978) Salierno,
Celebrate Life Int’l.
❤ Pastor Jon Gleason (1978) and family,
Scotland
❤ Debbie Driesner (1978), Mustangs
and MOHR
❤ Pastor Brent Ralston (1979) and family, Phillipines
❤ Dan Brose (1979) and family, World

Relief Ministries, humanitarian aid from
the USA to the world
❤ Kari Keiser (1980) Carrico and family,
Japan
❤ Mike and Connie Patrick (1980)
Stillwater Stables Ministry, Ohio
❤ Kevin Bradley (1981) and family
Portland Rescue Mission
❤ Ron Lockwood (1982) and family,
Wycliffe, Germany
❤ Bob Lockwood (1984) and family,
Luis Palau Ministries
❤ Aron and Yvonne Dick (1991) Noll
and family, Campus Crusade for Christ,
Global Aid Network
❤ Christina Walsh (1991) Firezar and
family, ministering from USA to Oradea,
Romania
❤ Karen Brewster (1992) Fangrad and
family, Creation Ministries, Int’l., Canada
❤ Jason Oversteet (1992), RESCUE
Music Ministry
❤ Dan (1994) and Daryl Payne (1996)
Collins, Bolivia
❤ Monica Blackwell (1993) Brubaker
and family, Chi Alpha Ministries, UofO
❤ Duan Walker (1995), director of MidValley Fellowship
❤ Micah (1995) and Amy Stellar
(1995) Tuttle and family, Peru
❤ Janell Engeman (1995) Hartley and
family, OC Int’l., Swaziland, Africa
❤ Dan and Marta Lewis, Hungary
❤ Dr. John Schneider, Nursing-Home
Ministries
❤ Eric Swanson-Dexel and family,
Director of Camp Hammer Christian
Ministries in California.
❤ Joe and Karin Anfuso, Forward Edge
Ministries
❤ Rev. Toni and Walter Gatlin, Octavia (1992) and Toni (1990) (former
teacher, parents and PCH grads) Love By
Example Ministry which gets the gospel
to street kids, the homeless, the poor and
needy families.
Thank you for keeping us updated on the
status of our men and women in the military. Unless we hear differently, names will
be kept on this prayer list.

❤ Lt. Bryce Tucker Coast Guard, (husband of Liz Phares (1994))
❤ Mark Rummell (1998) Navy Blue Angels
❤ Jason Martin (1998) Army, Afganistan
❤ Matt Strange (1999), Naval Marine
Corpsman
❤ Sgt Andrew Haehlen (2000) Army
❤ Brian Poling (2001) Navy
❤ Cpt. Alex Esson (2002) Air Force, Korea
❤ Jonathan Rowlett (2003) Navy
❤ Jon Lackey (2003) Navy
❤ Ryan Dewey (2003) Air Force
❤ Mike Manus (2005) Navy
❤ 1st Lt Kyle Durant (2005) Marines
❤ John Rogers (2005) Navy
❤ Peter Khallaf Army
❤ 1st Lt. Steven Parker (2006) Marines
❤ Nick Vago (2005) Army
❤ Michael Garrison (2006) Air Force
❤ Josh Manus (2007) Marines
❤ 2nd Lt Kevin Johnson (2007) Army
❤ J.C. Russell (2009) U.S. Naval Academy
General: Prayer and Praise for:
❤ Danielle Maxwell (2010) has been
diagnosed with a rare, aggressive, malignant
tumor.
❤ Bill Buck, former director of community
relations, living with non-arteric ischemic
retinopathy.
❤ Becky Coulson, former PCS counselor, that her cancer would stay in remission.
❤ Ed Highman, PCES sixth grade
teacher continued strength and health.
❤ Doug TenKley, former parent and
board of trustees chair, for healing of
brain cancer.
❤ Neno Atkinson (1960) for endurance
and that her electric reclining wheel chair
keeps operating for her ministry.
❤ Kirsten Lampi (1980) total healing
from B-Cell Lymphoma cancer and for
strength to work and to parent Habtamu
and Zewditu.
❤ Yvonne Dick (1991) Noll’s daughter,
Maleena, is in treatment for leukemia.
❤ Steven Beaumont (2004) for healing
from Glioblastoma, an aggressive brain
tumor.
❤ The families of all those who have
recently lost loved ones.
❤ PCS Faculty, Staff and Students
❤ PCS Board of Trustees
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News

Alumni

Births

Portland Christian Schools congratulates:
• Charles Bradley born October 25, 2012,
to Chris (2001) and Nicole Fenison.

to work at a full time job. Mrs. Lampi reported
that one day she opened a letter from Becky that contained $5.00 with a note that said, “Please use this anywhere you
need it. It is all I can afford but I am sending it with love in the
Name of Jesus.”
Her sister Ruthie wrote in her memorial piece that “Becky
loved to laugh and always enjoyed sharing her favorite poems and
jokes with those she would talk to on a daily basis.” “She wrote
many letters in which she always included poems and small gifts
she had made.” “You always knew a letter was from Aunt Becky
because she decorated everything she made, and this included the
envelope.” “Auntie Becky knew how to make all of us happy,” said
her niece, Isabella.

Charles Fenison

• Katelyn born Sept
8, 2012, to Nathan (2000) and
Anne Hendricks (2000) Lucia.
Katelyn Lucia

• Rylee Grace born January 2, 2012, to Mr.
and Mrs. Tim Christian (1994).
Rylee Christian

In Memoriam
Recent News of those with the Lord

• Rebecca (Becky) Scruggs (1977)
quietly went home to be with her Lord on
July 4th. The oldest child of Pete and Irene
Scruggs, she graduated from Portland
Christian in 1977. Becky joins her dad who
went to heaven in 1990 and leaves behind
her mom and siblings; Ruth (1978), Susan
Becky Scruggs
(1980), and Peter (1982). On August 2nd,
friends and family gathered at Central Bible Church to remember
Becky’s life.
While a student at PCH, Becky was a cheer leader, played
volleyball, acted in several plays, and was on student council her
senior year. Her creativity as demonstrated in drama, carried on
well after her graduation from high school. Playing the piano
and composing music became integral activities in her life. Her
creativity, however, included more than her music. For those who
knew her well, Becky often sent special homemade gifts accompanied by scripture verses as encouragement to her friends.
Becky struggled to recover from a serious auto accident a
number of years ago. As a result of her injuries, she was unable
6 REALS

• Paul Loeffler (1963) died on June
27, 2012, after a short and courageous
battle with stomach cancer. Paul attended
Portland Christian School through his
sophomore year before going on to Benson.
In 1961, the year the PC Royals went to
Paul Loeffler
Pendleton and a historic year in Portland
Christian sports, Paul managed the JV basketball team.
He served with the U.S. Navy Seabees and was a Vietnam
veteran. Paul met Linda Penfield in Hawaii in 1973, and they
were married in Michigan on July 28, 1974. Paul and Linda have
resided in Portland the past 37 years. Paul was also a member of
Eastminster Presbyterian Church, where he served as elder for
many years. A memorial service was held on Saturday, Aug. 4,
2012, at Parkrose Community United Church of Christ.
His sister, Bonnie (1957) said of her brother, “Paul was a
strong believer who did not fear death. Sadly for our family, death
came unexpectedly and much too soon. He had earned a much
longer retirement to enjoy his family and enjoy life here.”

Sigrid Graves

• Sigrid Graves (1957) went home to be
with the Lord on October 15, 2012 following a long illness with brain cancer. Sigrid’s
classmates and PCH alumni send their love
and prayers to the Graves’ family and her
siblings: Richard (1963), Ruth (1970),
and Sarah (1973).

• Following his visit to Portland for the Class of 1954 reunion in
June, Bob Hall (1954) and his wife travelled to Pennsylvania.
While there, Bob’s wife passed away. The Class of 1954, along
with all PCS alumni send Bob their prayers for comfort.

N otes

from PCHS Alumni & Friends
• Geoff Byler (1965) writes, “I went to Portland Christian from
the 3rd grade on. I still stay in close contact with four of the guys
from my class. By the way, Laurin Dodd is now the General Director of Chernobyl in the Ukraine.”
• Marlon Smith (1965) who attended the elementary school
wants to connect with classmates in 1965 and 1966. He lives in
Estacada and his cell number is 503-715-7739.
• Jeanne Hughes Hillis (1968) writes, “I have been trying to get
the REALS magazine online. I am interested in reading about
Donna Bowling as well as hear about other alumni. I live in
Canada and would like to stay in contact with the school.” jeanne.
hillis@40milecrc.ca.
• Steve Crowthers (1969) writes, “I guess I am technically not
an alum since I did not graduate. I did attend through my junior
year in 1968 and Mrs. Lampi was my science teacher. I am now
a commercial door technician and have had several opportunities
over the years to work on the doors and locks at both the elementary and high schools. The other day at the high school with
Jim Blanchard, I was looking at the pictures in the hall and was
remembering some of my classmates from waaaay back then. Nostalgia can be fun. I would be very interested in staying in touch,
and attending any events and reunions at PCH.” scrowthers@
precisionlocksmith.com.
• Roberta Wilson Williams (1973) writes, “I attended PCS
through the 8th grade on Market Street. I graduated from the 8th
grade with Mrs. Goetz and Miss Monroe [Lynne Monroe McCormick (1957)]. I hope that the school is still solid and holds to
fundamental Biblical doctrine. We are in the end times and I hope
the young people graduating from Portland Christian are prepared
to go into the world as Christian soldiers. I live in Bermuda now.
I married in 1986 and lost my husband in 2004. I may be coming
back to Oregon to retire, God willing. I have travelled all over but
no place tops my beautiful Oregon; My home! God bless everyone.” bdasunshine@hotmail.com.
• Peter Busby (1981) was named “Employee of the Quarter” for
Hertz.
• Mary Lou Finster Oblink
(1982) pictured here in a TV
interview in Los Angeles upon
the arrival of the Endeavor.
• Kristi Gleason Sandberg
(1989) writes, “I am living in
the high desert of California
Mary Lou Finster Oblink
and raising three amazing kids:
Alyssa and Josiah (13) and CJ (12). I’m the social media publicist/
events promotion for a
ministry called “Reasons
to Believe.” I am also
active in church ministry
and part-time staff at New
Life Chapel.”
• Gregg Remsburg
(1987) and Alyson Ayers
Wagner (1987) in August
Gregg Remsburg & Alyson Wagner
2012.

• Nicole Cundiff
Prince (1998) and
Lindsay Laxon Holmes (1998) are coteachers of the AM/
PM Kindergarten at
Kingsway Christian
School in Vancouver.
• Anna Mitani PCH
Nicole Prince & Lindsay Holmes
(1996-97) (Tagkinogawa HS in Japan) recently graduated from Dokkyo University
in Tokyo.
• Jenn Benton (2002) received her Master’s in Education in
August 2012 along with her OR teaching credentials to teach
English.
• Kyle Durant (2005) was promoted to 1st Lieutenant in the
USMC this past August. He is stationed in HI where he continues
to oversee the Amphibious Assault Vehicle platoon.
• John Pflaum (2008) recently graduated from Lubbock Christian University with a degree in accounting.
• Cassie Kuchinka (2008) recently received her CNA certification.
• Andrew Jannsen (1986), teacher and coach at Portland Christian, always follows his PCH athletes after high school. Often,
Andrew will fly to a college or university far from Oregon to watch
one of his athletes compete in a major event. Following is news
from some of his PCH graduates.
• Lindsay Reinhardt Benedetto (2007) graduated from Sioux
Falls University in 2011 with a degree in English. She was an
NAIA All-American in track as a 4x400 meter relay member.
Lindsay was married in July 2011.
• Shawn Evans (2007) graduated from Lewis and Clark (2012).
He was selected as an NCAA Division III All-America Tight End.
• Cody Hutchin (2008) is in his senior year at Greenville College
in Illinois. He currently is a wide receiver for the football team.
Last game he caught 7 passes including one for a TD in his team’s
45-39 victory.
• Alexis Arnold (2010) is attending George Fox University. She is
the NCAA Division III National Champion in the heptathlon.
• Rob Shadle former PCES principal writes, “I am currently the
principal at Pilot Station Schools in Alaska. This is a small Native Alaskan village on the lower Yukon River. It is a K-12 school
with 200 students. Since there are no roads in or out of here we
are pretty isolated. Two days last week I had to call late arrival at
school because there were grizzly bears roaming the village. This
should tell you something about where I am currently located.
robshadle@yahoo.com.
• Jim Belcher former PCHS principal: Julie Belcher writes, “We
love being back in China. Beijing is a beautiful city. There is so
much history all around us and we love getting out and exploring parks, museums and other historical sites. Jim is one of the
principals of #80 public high school with about 3000 students.
Among the brightest and best students in China, they are preparing to enter some of the most prestigious schools in the world. Jim
is principal over the international division that has three sections:
American, British and Foreign. He is also principal of their soonto-open, fully international school on a separate campus site.” sblj.
mom@gmail.com
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Weddings
Micah (1996) and Elizabeth Nowack
October 7, 2012

Brett (2005) and Alanna Slusher (2004) Byrd
September 23, 2012

Michael (1997) and Cassie Johnson
October 2012

Dallin (2000) and Kayla Pennington
August 04, 2012
Philip (1999) and Leanne Wickstrand
October 13, 2012

Jarad and Becky Smiley (1999) Blivins
August 19, 2012

Alex and Lauren Seal (2011) Stephens
August 11, 2012
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Brian (2006) and Renee Buchanan (2006) Joslen
March 1, 2012

Ryan and Tressa Gunstone (2002) Ernst
October 13, 2012

News

Elementary School

WHAT A GREAT
START FOR OUR
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

B

eginning with the traditional Ice
Cream Social, many parents have not
stopped talking about their experience at
the grade school. “I am so blessed by the
Moms in Touch prayer group,” said one
mother, while another commented that
the preschool was so full she wondered
how the teachers kept track everyone.
“Walking the halls near the kindergarten
rooms is amazing. Three very full classes
of happy, excited children. Certainly
this sets the stage for the future growth
of Portland Christian.” “ I can’t believe
how smoothly everything is going. How
in the world does Mrs. Rogers do it? I
understand she has two lives; one here at
the school during the day, and another
working on her master’s degree at night.
What a woman!”

When asked what she could share about
the year, Mrs. McElmurry, secretary at
the elementary school office sent a list of
all that has and will be going on at the
school. Some of the highlights she wanted
the REALS readers to know are:
-Our preschool is overflowing with precious little bodies.
-We are back to three very full kindergarten classes.
-Our very successful parenting education
classes will be offered again this year.
-Our Jog-a-thon was a huge success. Despite
the off and on showers, everyone had a
great
time.
The
project
to be
funded
from the
Amy Beaumont Felton
proceeds
(1999) & Olivia Felton

A Note from Two Grateful
Parents Regarding Halloween

has yet to be decided by the parent committee. It appears over $16,500 has been
collected by our students.
-Both “Guys for God,” a men’s prayer
group started by Doug Varnig, and Moms
in Touch meet weekly and pray for our
students, teachers, parents and needs of
the school. Both groups report record
numbers of attendees this year.
-Love and Logic classes have already
begun and continue to be well attended
by parents.
-Officer Steve Morinville, with the Portland Police Department, will again be
our “Officer Friendly” this year. He has
spoken in chapel and participated with us
in overseeing our emergency preparedness
plans and drills with the students.
-Farmer Bill Hoyt continues to provide
organic beef for our hot lunch program
and is part of the “Guys for God” prayer
group.
-Our parent committee, led by Melinda
McClelland, will be offering several
parent night events this year. The first, a
movie night, was held on October 27th.
-Our first all-school Open House held on
October 28th was successful with several
families making inquiries about next year.
-PCES was represented at OMSI as an
exhibiter on November 10th at the 2012
Education and Enrichment Fair.
-The 5th and 6th grades joined by the 6th
grade students from the high school spent
November 1st participating in “Biztown,”
an economic/free market simulation.
-Outdoor school at Eagle Fern was a huge
success with absolutely amazing weather.
Because this event for 6th graders is
combined with the T-6th grade from
the secondary school, please refer to the
article in that section.
How does one sum up the first two
months of the school year:
SIMPLY STUPENDOUS!

I

am eternally grateful for the position
that PCES takes on “celebrating” Halloween, and I am so grateful to part of a
school where the stand we as parents take
in this day and age is supported. I am
so blessed that PCES errs on the side of
caution in order to glorify God in every
facet of our Christian education. It is also
refreshing to be part of a Christian school
which upholds Biblical principles in every
area of faith, thereby supporting that
which is taught in our home.
You may think this is insignificant, but it
made a big difference to William and me
before we chose PCH for our oldest son,
Joshua Nyone (2002), to begin his first
year of high school. William is even much
more adamant about not celebrating Halloween than I because he grew up in Africa where the satanic influence of people
serving the devil is much less subtle than
here in America. He is very aware that
what many Christians in the USA think is
harmless fun is actually very powerful in a
negative way in the spirit realm.
That was 1998 when we were choosing
a high school for Joshua. Now 14 years
later, 3 sons have graduated and gone on
to excellent private universities; all with
very good scholarships. All three are grateful for the education they received while
at Portland Christian. Our daughter,
Kathryn is in 4th grade including 3 years
of pre-school while mommy began her
career at PCS over 9 years ago. Kathryn
has loved every minute of school and has
loved her teachers every single year.
God has truly blessed our family at PCS!
We pray God’s richest blessings on this
wonderful school!
Love in Christ,
Kathy and William Nyone
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Bart and Linda
King Bergquist
(1980)
Clean Water Changes Lives

R

ecently, Bart and Linda returned from
Ethiopia where they are volunteer
missionaries with Lifewater, International,
an organization that shares the love of
God through the gift of clean water. This
Christian mission partners with the poor
in Africa, Asia and Latin America to bring
safe and clean drinking water, health and
wholeness to their communities. Sixteen
esteemed international economists reported
in Christianity Today that the most cost
effective and compassionate way to reach
people around the world is to provide
community water systems for their people.
Acting on this knowledge for more than
thirty years, Lifewater, International has
trained thousands of volunteers to go to
the poorest of the poor in the world to give
them sources of sustainable water to meet
their physical needs as well as the Living
Water to meet their spiritual needs.
As Linda reported, “When I graduated
from Portland Christian High School in
1980, I voted myself the least likely to ever
go on a mission trip. Obviously the Lord
had other plans for our lives because Bart
and I just returned from our second trip to
Africa where we served as certified sanitation trainers for Lifewater, International.
While there, we taught an advanced and
intensive, week-long class to eighteen
students living in central and southern
Ethiopia.”
To learn more about this ministry, please
go to www.lifewater.org
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Featuring
The Iliamna Fish
Company

the Katmai National Park in the Aleutian
Range. This little visited national park
boasts one of if not the largest populations
of bears, moose, wolves, wolverines and
beaver in the world. It is also home to some
of the largest brown bears in the world.

An Editor’s Interview with Reid Ten Kley
(1997)

The family was rapidly assimilated into
the Alaskan subsistence culture and
fishing for salmon became the mainstay
of the Vantrease Family livelihood. The
children all grew up fishing and living off
the abundance of this unspoiled region of
the world. When it came time for college,
Judy decided to attend Multnomah School
of the Bible where she met and married
Doug Ten Kley. Each summer Doug and
Judy would return to Alaska to fish with
her parents and rest of the Vantrease clan.
Family fishing was a way of life for the
Vantrease siblings, their spouses and their
children.

A Three Generational Family
Fishing in the Wilds of Alaska

A

s Reid and I began talking about the
Iliamna Fish Company I asked him
to share his family background as well as a
bit of the history of the Ten Kley family at
Portland Christian Schools.
Portland Christian Schools: Firm believers in Christian education, the Ten Kleys
entered their first born child, Reid, into
kindergarten in 1984. Following Reid,
brother Rian entered kindergarten in 1988
and Krystal started school in 1990. In
1991, Doug Ten Kley joined the Board of
Trustees of Portland Christian Schools and
served as chair from 1995 until he left the
Board in 2003. Not only was Doug integrally involved with the school, Judy, wife,
mom, prayer warrior and family CEO, was
always on hand at school events, joining
other parents in praying for the school and
making sure her own children and husband were being well cared for at home.
The beginning: Judy, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Jack Vantrease, along with her
three siblings, was born and raised in the
wilds of Alaska. In 1947, the Vantreases
homesteaded at the far eastern end of Lake
Iliamna in the very small village of Pile
Bay. They spent their first winter in a tent
and then built a log home from timber
they had cut and hauled from five miles
away. Over 70 miles long, Lake Iliamna
is the largest fresh water body in Alaska.
The lake empties through the Kvichak
River into Bristol Bay about 200 air miles
southwest of Anchorage. Perhaps most
unique about this area, is the abundance of
wild sockeye salmon coming into the Bay
from the ocean to spawn in the Kvichak
River and other tributaries. Unique also to
the region is the proximity of this area to

The Interview:
Q. Reid, to begin with, do your grandparents
and other family members still live in Alaska?
A. Our grandmother died 4 years ago
but our grandpa still lives in Alaska with
about half of my mom’s side of the family. The rest of us are scattered around
the country from the Vancouver-Portland
area to Brooklyn, NY.
Q. How is your family connected together in
the fishing business?
A. Each summer my siblings, cousins,
parents, wife, close friends, and I convene
in Alaska to harvest salmon. Our crew
averages around 20 people, and we value
the opportunity to work alongside each
other, share meals together, and earn a
living doing what we all love most.
Q. Tell us about the Iliamna Fish Company.
A. With the natural ebb and flow of
salmon runs and dock prices, my cousins
and I were looking for a way to stabilize
our fishing income for years to come.
We had the opportunity to travel to an
international food conference where we
learned about the concept of Community
Supported Agriculture (CSA) from some

Outstanding Alumni
farmers in the Midwest. We decided to
adopt the presale method to sell our salmon.
Q. What does this presale method look like?
A. In the spring before we go up to Alaska
to fish, people go to our website to sign up
on line for a 21 pound share of frozen sockeye salmon fillets. They then make a 50%
deposit to secure their share and choose a
day in late summer to pick up their fish.
Pre-selling our salmon allows us to know
exactly how much fish to catch, process, and
ship back to Portland. Once we return from
our fishing grounds, we package the frozen
salmon into 21 pound shares with the help
of my brother, sister, mom, and dad. People
then come to our garage on their appointed
pickup day, pay their balance, and take their
salmon home.
Q. What do people want to know when purchasing their salmon?
A. We learned that people want to know
where their food comes from. People love
the idea of a direct purchase approach; fisherman to consumer. They like to hear how
the season went, they want to know about
and the health of the river, and we love
meeting the people eating our salmon.

Q. How sustainable is your salmon fishery?
A. I am happy to say that Bristol Bay has
been providing consistent harvests for my
family for over three generations. The harvests we enjoy today are quite similar-if not
better than what my grandparents enjoyed
back in the 40’s and the fishery is closely
managed by State of Alaska biologists to
ensure a sustainable harvest.
Q. Where are your headquarters and how can
our readers learn more about you?
A. We have two offices: the New York office is run by my cousins, Christopher and
Emily and the Portland office is run by my
wife, Eike and myself. Our website at www.
redsalmon.com is available with more information on our fish and fishing methods.
Q. As we bring this interview to a close, what
would you like to leave with the REALS readers?
A. Every time you make a purchase you are
voting with your dollars. Whether you are
buying fish or clothes, it is important to
care about how it was produced, and the
effects that your purchases have on society.
You can’t always answer this question, but
often it is quite simple. “Don’t let ignorance
deprive you of the opportunity to do good.”

Q. Has this approach worked?
A. Absolutely. All our 2012 catch is sold.
While some of it remains in our storage
freezers at the warehouse, it will all be delivered by the first of the year. We like this
business model because it has the potential
to make fishing a sustainable income for the
whole family.
Q. Who purchases your fish, and is the Iliamna
Fish Company showing a healthy pattern of
growth?
A. Our customers are primarily families and
individuals who purchase shares in New
York, Portland and Eugene, although we
also sell fish to New Seasons Markets and
Flying Fish Companies. Several restaurants
in New York and Portland serve our salmon
and recently we had the opportunity to
provide salmon for a dinner at the White
House. Our client base in Portland and in
New York continues to grow exponentially
each year.
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Y

our legacy can help Portland Christian Schools
continue to integrate faith and learning so that
our students can integrate faith and life.
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Portland Christian Schools
Welcomes New Development Director
Gary Akiyama

P

ortland Christian Schools is
pleased to welcome Gary Akiyama
as our new Development Director!
Gary and his wife, Anne, are the parents of four children, all of whom have
attended PC. Their youngest, Katy,
is a senior at PC this year. Gary has
been associated with the school since
1985 when he joined the staff here as a
basketball coach and teacher. In 1988
Gary left teaching and joined the business world, but he did not leave PC;
Gary served on the Portland Christian Board of Trustees from
1993 to 2006.
Gary was born and raised in Hood River and graduated from
Oregon State University. Gary and Anne own Akiyama Financial
Services, where they specialize in retirement and financial advising

for corporations, small businesses, non-profits, and individuals.
Gary is a Royal Rosarian with the Portland Rose Festival Association, and is co-owner of the International Basketball League’s
Vancouver Volcanoes and an advisor to the Japan Basketball Academy. In addition to serving on the PC board, Gary has also served
on the Miss Washington Scholarship Organization board, the
Delta Ministries board, and the President’s Council for Symetra
Financial Services. Gary and Anne have been members of Montavilla Baptist Church for 29 years.
Gary’s Christian faith provides the foundation for his life. He
holds firmly to the assurance found in Jeremiah 29:11: “For I
know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”
If you would like to chat with Gary, please send him a note at
gary.akiyama@pcschools.org. He would love to hear from you!

Be Significant...

Give a Legacy for Portland Christian Schools

W

e make a living by what we get,
but we make a life by what we give.
–Winston Churchill

At some point in your life you want to leave a meaningful mark
in the world; Legacy Planning is one way you can do this. I
would love to talk with you more about the significant impact
you can have on young lives through your meaningful gift.

Gary Akiyama
Development Director
gary.akiyama@pcschools.org
Toll-Free: 866.431.0847
Office: 503.256.3960 x255
Cell: 503.504.7462
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News

High School

2012: Happy to be
Back in School

their time of praise in song each week.
It is her desire to have all PCH students
grow closer to the Lord through music.

Sixth Grade Students Enjoy
Annual Outdoor School

from their Young Life Ministry and Dr.
Dan Lockwood (1966), President of Multnomah University, gave an illusion show
that shared the message of the gospel.
This annual Portland Christian tradition
is always a wonderful reminder to look
for God in the logic and rhythm of nature
and to find His creativity reflected in its
beauty.

E

F

ollowing a really great In-service
time in August, new and returning
teachers were excited to be back in their
classrooms again. There were lots of
changes this year, different classrooms,
consolidated classes, a new principal with
forward thinking ideas, and new teachers
to challenge those who have been around
a while.
It is exciting to be in a school with such
a great “bunch of kids” as one teacher
put it. One of the new teachers expressed
great delight in being able to teach in his
subject area and to finally be able to share
his passion with his students.
Mr. Hill, the new principal at the secondary campus, clearly challenged the student
body during the first chapel in September.
“It is our responsibility to teach each one
of you and it is your responsibility to
learn. God has placed you in Portland
Christian Schools so that you would hear
and know the truth and that you will
want to practice what the Lord desires.”
The worship team under the direction
of senior Kim Won leads the students in
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very September, the combined 6th
grade classes from the elementary
and secondary campuses head out to the
“wild” to experience the natural world
while seeing firsthand the connections
between God and His creation. The
students also get to experience hands-on
science projects as part of their outdoor
studies. This year, 40 students and 9 parent volunteers made the trek out to Eagle
Fern Camp located in Estacada, Oregon,
September 24-27.
Each day students participated in handson learning through science classes, devotionals, journaling, shared responsibilities,
and recreation. They had opportunities to
try new outdoor activities such as archery,
camouflage, and water hiking as well as a
few wilderness survival lessons on how to
build shelters and start a camp fire.
Evenings ended with campfires and reflection time; the Mumford family presented
skits and spiritual messages using ideas

We Love...
At a recent Jr. High chapel, teachers and
students gathered together in small groups,
decided on a common interest and made a
collage. They then pasted their drawings/
cutouts together to say: “We Love Our...

Introducing JIM HILL, Secondary Principal

J

im Hill
brings with
him to Portland Christian
25 years of
experience
in the field
of education.
He began his
teaching career
at East Linn
Christian Academy in Lebanon, Oregon
in 1987. In 1989 he added men’s basketball
coach to his duties, and in 1991, Athletic
Director. He continued to teach a wide
variety of subjects at East Linn, including math, science, history, and Bible. In
2002 he completed his Master’s of Science
degree in Educational Administration at
Capella University. While working on
this degree he was promoted to Principal
at East Linn. Within five years, he was
promoted to Superintendent. East Linn
Christian Academy flourished under Jim’s
prayerful guidance and leadership.
With a restructure at East Linn in 2011,

Jim moved to Hosanna Christian Academy in Klamath Falls. After a one year
interim as Elementary Principal and
Assistant Superintendent at Hosanna, Jim
took the opportunity to move to Portland
Christian this year. Jim sees himself as an
educator at heart and is looking forward to
once again interacting with students and
developing teachers. His true forte is the
academic arena and he eagerly anticipates
teaming with PCS to further develop our
educational programs to help students
prepare for college, grow spiritually, and
succeed in life. Jim says that Portland
Christian Schools is exactly where he wants
to be and serving as Jr./Sr. High School
Principal is exactly what he wants to do!
Jim is a family man who practices godly
leadership. He and Lori have been married
for 29 years. Together they have brought
up two boys. JD, the oldest, is married,
has blessed his parents with a grandson,
and follows in his father’s footsteps as a
teacher. The younger, Parker, will be a
sophomore at Oregon State University this
year, studying engineering. Jim’s hobbies

include basketball, camping, and competitive bass fishing.
Jim has committed his life to impacting the next generation for the kingdom
through the educational process. His
commitment is not only to an idea, but
also to real people. In fact, he still continues to mentor and grow students who have
long ago graduated from East Linn. He is
passionate about education and improving
programs that enrich students.
His leadership is a way of life and his
passion for excellence in education will
be a stronghold here at Portland Christian. He sees his work in education as a
fulfillment of God’s calling on his life
for His purpose. His life verse is Romans
8:28 “And we know that all things work
together for good for those who love God,
for those who are the called according to
His purpose.”
Jim would love to meet you! Please give him
a call at the school at 503-256-3960 or send
him a line at jim.hill@pcschools.org.

News from the International Front

T

he purpose
of the International Student Program
(ISP) is to welcome students
from around
the world and
challenge them
academically as
they improve
their command of the English language,
extend to them the love of Christ, and
provide them with the shelter of family.

are hosting the international students this
year! Please contact Kathy Nyone, host
family coordinator, at kathy.nyone@pcschools.org, if you are interested in hosting
a PCHS international student.
Students will join their grade levels for all
Homecoming activities this year. All international students will build Homecoming
Floats with their grade level. They are all
working hard to be a part of the entire
student population at PCHS!

The ISP had a strong start to the 20122013 school year! This year, ISP includes
56 students from 9 countries-South Korea,
Vietnam, China, Taiwan, Japan, Thailand, Mexico, Hong Kong, and Brazil.

FAB (Friends Across Borders) will be a
joint effort of the student council and the
ISP student council open to everyone! FAB
leaders are reaching out to the PC student
community through social media via a
Facebook group where students can share
ideas and comments about FAB events.

In the fall, we welcomed 25 returning international students and 31 new
international students. 35 Host Families

Seniors are avidly studying for their upcoming TOEFL (an English test) and SAT
(an academic test) as they consider their

college and university options.
Upcoming ISP events include Snow Day
on February 7, 2013, at Jeanne Lampi’s
Government Camp home. The famous International Food Night is March 15, 2013,
in the PC high school cafeteria. Mark
your calendar and join us for International
Food Night- a wonderful celebration of
food and activities from around the world!
Thank you to all PC alumnae, administration, staff, and host families that contribute to the success of the International
Student Program.
–Sheila Tretter
International Student Program Director
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Homecoming 2012
One of the Best Ever Held at Portland Christian High

T

he 2012 Homecoming was one of the
best ever held at the school. Spirit
Week was enjoyed by both faculty and
students alike and this year’s participation
by all was amazing.

140 people attended the Homecoming
Banquet held on the Portland Spirit on
the 27th where all enjoyed a three-course
meal, live jazz, and views of the city lights
from the scenic Willamette River.

Congratulations to our 2012
Homecoming Princesses:
Freshmen Princess–Amanda VanderPloeg
Sophomore Princess–Rebecca Salar
Junior Princess–
Katelyn Fulps
ISP Princess–Mira
He
Senior Princesses–
Hannah Jossi, Katie
Verburg, Katy Akiyama and Katherine
Vogl
We all extend huge congratulations to our
2012 Homecoming Queen, Katy Akiyama!

Junior Class. For their great efforts, the
juniors received donuts in their first period
class on Friday, October 26th along with
an extended lunch period that day. The
winner of the 2012 Homecoming Float
Competition was the Senior Class.

The winner of the overall 2012 Homecoming Spirit Week Competition was the

–Megan Terry
Student Council Advisor

A Note from the Athletic Director

F

all and
sports! You
got to love it
when these two
come together
each year. The
smell of fresh
cut grass and
the Friday
night lights are
so exciting and
mark another season of great sports and a
fun year at Portland Christian. Please go
the PCS website and click on Athletics
to see all the fall season results.
Cross country has a dozen boys and girls
running this fall. Junior Sisay Gillock has
posted the fastest time in state for 3A-2A-
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1A schools and third fastest time for all
levels. Sisay ended up placing 4th out of 104
runners at the 1A/2A/3A State of Oregon
Championship meet and Hanna Jossie placed
14th.
The football
team has had
a great start
and currently
holds a 10-1
winning record. At this
writing, the
team, is in
a three-way
tie for league
champs. The Royals played Stanfield in
the first round of the 2A State champion-

ship games and are moving into the second round. With strong upper classman
leadership I think this team has a chance
to make it all the way.
The volleyball team
had a great
season. They
ended up
as #2 seed
in the first
round of
state playoffs
and lost in
a very hard
fought and
close match
to Culver.

Raising Powerful People

I

am so
thankful for the
opportunity to
serve at
Portland
Christian
Schools. I
have been
blessed by the many wonderful people that
I have met in the past few months. I have
only been ministering for a few months
here at PC, but I have a deep respect for
those who have gone before me. What has
blessed me is the commitment that many
have shown toward their children and toward Christian Education. I have written
an article “Raising Powerful People” that I
would like to share with our community.
Your clear devotion to raise your children
God’s way will make a powerful difference
in this world. May the Lord bless, and I
hope that I get a chance to meet you soon,
if we haven’t already.
As most of us know, life on this earth
passes quickly. I bet you’re like me and
can remember being twenty like it was
yesterday, or until you try to act twenty
and throw out your back! Certainly there
are reminders to us every day that we are
getting older and life will be over soon at
the rate it is passing.

The boys soccer team is loaded with
talent and has a new head coach. They
recently knocked off Oregon Episcopal
(OES) in a very exciting 3-2 win. The
boys beat St Mary’s of Medford on Tuesday, November 6th in the first round of
state and moved into the quarter finals,
playing Catlin
Gabel on Saturday, November
10th. This team
has the potential
to be the state
champs.

Sorry for being so depressing, but when I
think about the passing of time it brings
me to wonder if I am using my time to the
fullest. And, I bet you probably think the
same way. We get busy raising a family
and providing the finances to do so and
before we know it we have turned thirty,
forty, fifty, or more and we find our life is
quickly passing us by. Sometimes life dictates a direction and sometimes we dictate
the course of our lives.
I want to commend each family for choosing Christian Education for your children.
In effect you have said, “Education is one
thing in life I can choose and for my kids;
they are going to learn about Jesus and they
are going to be well educated and safe!”

tive, energizing, and effective]; it is sharper
than any two-edge sword, penetrating to
the dividing line of the breath of life [soul]
and [the immortal] spirit, and of joints
and marrow [of the deepest parts of our
nature], exposing and sifting and analyzing and judging the very thoughts and
purposes of the heart.” Hebrews 4:12, AMP
We must have our kids study scripture,
science, math, english, history, and all the
rest of a full educational schedule. The
Word shared with them during one period
is working on them during the rest of the
classes. When curriculum is divided by the
word of God it is penetrating the very soul
and the nature of the student.

I firmly believe that in order to fulfill
our purposes for life we must decide to
live “For the Lord.” I have been teaching this principal for many years now
and of course it is easier said than done
most days. But our goal each day should
be to accomplish this task and give God
the glory for anything and everything we
accomplish through him. Raising powerful people takes more than a neat slogan
or motto it takes the Holy Spirit and the
Word!

If the Word of God is alive and full of
power, why would anyone believe you
could take it out of education and there
not be a major effect on the student?
The Word of God is working to make us
powerful people! Separating us from the
world’s way of thinking to a new wisdom,
which is the ability to discern the truth
from the lie and act upon it. Portland
Christian will make scripture and academics one force for truth; you can count on
it! That is RAISING kids in the way they
should go and that is POWERFUL!

“For the Word that God speaks is alive
and full of power [making it active, opera-

–Jim Hill
Secondary Principal

The girls soccer team also has a new
coach and is looking to reestablish
the program back at PCHS by joining
forces with Portland Adventist Academy,
combining their 6 girls with our 12 girl
athletes to form a 4A–JV team. The girls
have strong leadership and play a very
good game of soccer. They ended their
season with a 7-1-5 record.

in time and relive those glorious years
of high school. Mrs. Lampi has made it
really easy by providing all PCS alumni
with a pass which provides free admission
to all regular season home games.

AND last but not least is our junior
high volley ball team. They ended
up as the Metro Christian League
Champs.
Congratulations to all our ROYAL Athletes and their coaches.
On almost any given night we have something happening at PC so please consider
coming out and taking a
step back

Come on out and see the new scoreboard
and flag pole additions made
possible by the PC
Boosters and
generous
donors and
sponsors–
it is
amazing!
–Dana
Larson
Athletic
Director
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From Our Missionaries

Diane Leichner (1953) Sievers
PREP 4 Kids

D

iane Sievers, Executive Director
of PREP4Kids, a Bible teaching
ministry to children in the public schools,
is continuing to work from Seattle by
phone and internet, while caring for her
11 month old Grandson. The addition
of an assistant executive director to the
PREP4Kids staff is a special blessing and
God’s provision to help keep the program
running smoothly. We are so grateful for
all God is doing to show young children
His ways through the many volunteers and
staff that are willing to give their time to
share God’s Word.

Russ (1954) & Sylvia
Lambert
OC International

RussLambert@oci.org.
uss and Sylvia Lambert recently had
the privilege of hosting the head of the
Mongolia Evangelical Alliance (MEA) at
their headquarters in Colorado Springs.
The Lord has done some incredible things
since 1990 Mongolia. In 1990 there was
only one evangelical church in the entire
nation. By 2006, the number of churches
had grown to 300 with 40,000 believers.
Today there are over 600 churches and
80,000 believers in Mongolia.
As exciting as this growth is, the MEA
is trusting the Lord to see Mongolia saturated with 3400 churches and 340,000
believers by 2020, thus moving from
spiritual bondage and darkness to spiritual
enlightenment and freedom in Christ. The
MEA has a vision to see 300 Mongolian
missionaries sent out by 2020 as well.
Whereas once the kingdom of Genghis
Khan was spread by the swords of Mongol
hordes bringing death and destruction,
the vision of MEA is to see the kingdom
of God spread by Mongol missionaries
using the “Sword of the Spirit,” bringing
life and peace. We can praise the Lord

R

18 REALS

for the incredible things He has done the
past twenty years in Mongolia. Now OC
is asking the Lord to give us wisdom as to
how we can best assist the MEA leaders with their vision of seeing the nation
saturated with healthy, reproducing, and
missionary-sending churches.

Dr. Scott Walt (1976)

T

Serving the Lord in Austria

hey will soar on wings like eagles:
they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint. –Is 40:31.
“We have had an amazing sabbatical with
much time in quiet, deep communion
with the Lord, enjoying the beauty around
us, and experiencing a variety of refreshing
opportunities from hiking the Austrian
Alps to camping on the Adriatic Sea. Even
during our sabbatical, ministry continued
in unexpected ways. As an example, Scott
was the featured speaker on “Focus on
the Family” on September 21st.” (Scott’s
message can be heard at http://tinyurl.
com/9ojyxlv.)
As this letter is written, Scott is
completing the first two weeks at TCMi/
Haus Edelweiss where he is teaching
his practical course on pastoral issues to
church leaders from former Eastern Block
countries. One of this year’s highlights is
the number of people here from Varna,
Bulgaria taking classes and enjoying the
fellowship of the believers here.
Our schedule for the next two months
includes visiting family in the USA from
November 7–December 4th. Scott will be
speaking at Eastgate Bible Chapel on three
different occasions.

Brent Ralston (1979)
Visayan Island Ministries
The Philippines

ralstonbc@gmail.com
n 11-person team from Wellspring
Bible Fellowship in Roseburg, OR
conducted a Church Partnership Evangelism Campaign September 1st-8th with two

A

of our local churches on the island of Negros. Hundreds made decisions for Christ.
With close to 30 national partners, some
of whom were sharing the Gospel for the
very first time, the team was blessed to be
part of so many neat stories. The following
two are among the many stories from this
Campaign:
• An 87-year-old man prayed to receive
Christ, as well as a 90-year-old woman
(led to the Lord by her granddaughter).
• In one home a whole family prayed to
receive Christ. During the follow-up visit,
the high school daughter had five of her
classmates waiting with her. After sharing
the Gospel with them and they prayed
to receive Christ, they were asked if they
had any prayer requests, to which they
answered, “That all of our families will
hear the Good News also.”

Micah (1995) and
Amy Stellar (1995) Tuttle
Serving the Lord in Peru

allofus@tuttlekids.com
ast week
Josiah and
I (Micah) were
able to do a
quick two day
river trip. We
were able to
briefly visit 4
villages and be
at one very important elders
meeting. We had a really great father-son
time on the trail and in the boat together.
This was Siah’s first time spending the
night in a village and he was pretty excited
about it. He was a real trooper as he insisted on carrying his own pack, drinking
his own mazato and watching over the
sloth that we caught.
The believers were happy to meet our
7 year old boy and gave him a “Piwicho”
(parakeet) which has since become a very
dear friend for all the kids. I think he re-

L

ally enjoyed himself, although he did fall
asleep on the bench as I preached in the
night service... but that’s quite understandable... I gave the third of three long, boring
sermons that night. I’m sure it was tough
on him.

Andrew Burnett

A

Mission Trek to Panama

ndrew Burnett is known to many as
a man who stands up for his faith.
Father of Jennifer (1997), Daniel (1999),
Laura (2001), Steven (2004), and Mark
(2007), Andrew has taken all his children
at one time or another on mission trips
to Panama. Andrew, the Director for the
YWAM Panama Outreach, will again
leave just after Thanksgiving of this year.
“Our team has come together nicely. We

plan to go into a very dangerous part of
the country. Permission will be needed
from the military to go into this area
because it is so close to Columbia and the
FARC rebels who sometimes cross the border into Panama. We ask everyone to pray
for our safety as well as good health. We
are all excited to see what the Lord will do
through our team as we reach out to the
Embera people and encourage the Embera
Christians.”

Dan & Marta Lewis
Light to the Nations
Hungary and Romania

lttn@ymail.com
n our last newsletter we wrote about
need for a building to be erected in
Székelyhíd, Romania before winter. This

I

building would be not only for regular
services, but would be used daily for
teaching and would be utilized as a Bible
school/education center as well as a traditional church. Thanks to our partners
who saw the urgency of this project, we
were able to begin work on it right away.
Everyone is helping. Some of the men in
the Székelyhíd church have taken time off
from their jobs (even risking losing their
job) to get the building ready before bad
weather sets in. Sine we have relocated our
ministry headquarters to the US, we have
continued to teach and encourage people
using Skype. The original intent was just
to maintain contact with church leaders in
Romania and to help them by providing
bi-weekly teaching sessions. As word has
spread about these sessions, our audience
has grown far beyond our expectations.

Portland Christian Says Farewell

T

he last edition of the REALS reported
that a number of staff persons were
leaving Portland Christian. Several alumni
have written to ask about these teachers.
We are thrilled to report that all are doing
well. Several who retired of their own
accord as reported in the article, are now
serving the Lord in other capacities; short
term missions, etc. Both Ann Croze and
Kim Newman are doing very well in positions at their new schools in Washington.
Daniel Burnett is in Graduate school at
Multnomah University and Jim Belcher
has returned to China, serving as a principal in a very prestigious international
school. The Scriptures are very clear that
while any one of us may make our own
plans, it is the Lord alone who directs our
steps and knows our future.
Such it is with those who moved on from
PCS after the Summer REALS went to
print. The following left Portland Christian in late August and early September.
Director of
Instrumental
Music, Kevin
Sippel, made
the decision
to seek other
employment
following last
spring’s cutback
in hours for a
number of employees. Mr. Sippel came
to Portland Christian in 2003-2004 and

faithfully directed instrumental groups
at both the elementary and secondary
campuses. His expertise as a musician
could be seen at both football and basketball games as he expertly led his students
while he himself performed on numerous brass instruments or the guitar. The
“back bone” of the instrumental section in
musicals, Mr. Sippel was so well connected
that he was able to pull together musicians
from the community to form an orchestra,
the sound of which was second to none.
“Thank you, Mr. Musicman for your
faithfulness to and love for the students at
Portland Christian Schools.”
Lead Counselor, Dr.
Shawn Jones,
left Portland
Christian High
School this fall
to assume the
responsibilities
as pastor of a
church in the
Newburg area. As Dr. Jones wrote to the
students and staff on September 7, 2012,
“This is one of those days when a person
anticipates a bright future but realizes relationships must change. I leave today with
great appreciation for the PC family and
pray the best for each of you as you bless
kids. Keep being stewards of their lives
and pointing them to Jesus.”

Mrs. Cheryl
Jarvis, the
voice of Portland Christian
Schools, left
her position in
late August to
work with her
husband, Jim,
in their home
business. Mrs. Jarvis joined the Portland
Christian business office staff in 1995,
remaining in this position for 17 years. As
receptionist for the entire school, Cheryl
was one to whom all could go to find “answers.” As one parent said recently, “I had
so much confidence in Mrs. Jarvis, every
time I had a question or problem; she
was able to help me out. She even prayed
with me when I was pretty distressed one
day.” Another comment that came from
a teacher is, “I could always go to Cheryl
and she would have an answer for me
whether in person or on the phone. In fact,
she was never too busy to take a call from
me. I think she must have the patience of
Job especially when I would ask the same
question several times.” This comment
was made by a parent new to the school,
“What a Godly woman. I felt so secure
as a new parent to the school last year. I
could always call Cheryl and she made
me feel so special and wanted. May the
Lord richly bless this dear woman.” Jim
and Cheryl have two daughters who are
alumni of Portland Christian: Pamela
(1997) and Kimberly (2000).
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Reunions
Class of 1957 Celebrates 55 Years
Since Graduation

O

ur 55th
Reunion,
13 classmates and
their spouses, met
at the Falls Creek
Retreat Center
in Raymond,
Washington for
four beautiful
fun-filled days,

September 4-7, 2012. We were assigned to
beautiful private rooms. There were table
games, golf, hikes to the majestic water
fall, lawn games and simply relaxing in
the center’s beautiful spa. The atmosphere
was absolutely perfect to commune with
the Lord.
On top of the hill at the camp stands a 30
foot lighted cross. What a great setting for

our group to pray together and just worship the Lord. The meals were amazing,
and on our last night together we were
served a formal candlelight dinner. We all
enjoyed hearing from Jean and John Sealy
and Russ and Doris Notter who showed us
videos of their mission trips.
It was hard to say goodbye, but it was
time to go our separate ways. Our group
has become so close that we decided to
meet annually the weekend following Labor Day in the Portland area. In 2017, our
60th PCH Reunion, we will plan another
multiday retreat.
–Karen Trommlitz (1957)

Back Row: Everett Payton, Ron Schmurr, Ed Smith, Larry Lockwood
Middle Row: Dorothy Gard, Mary Lee Payton, Brenda Dunford
Front Row: Judy Lageschulte, Doris Notter, Jean Kruger, Karon Trommlitz, Kathy Walker, Lois Nelson
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Back: Kathy Williams Smalley, Jim Shields, Tom Porter, JT Hager,
Phil Smith, Richard Barber
Middle: Marie Peden Trout, Mary Kious Brandom, Leslie Myrick
Front: Christine Seaders Mock, Sandy Huss Hager

Class of 1962
50 Years–But Who’s Counting?
Dear Classmates,

I

had this bad dream the other night.
Seems I went to my 50th high school
reunion on Saturday, Sept. 22nd, and
everyone there was a senior citizen. Wow!
What a shock! It’s a real revelation to find
out all the people you went to high school
with are as old as you are. Used to be that
I didn’t even know anyone over 60. Now
I don’t know anyone under 60! Takes a
little getting used to, when you stop and
think about it. So I think as little as possible these days.
All seriousness aside, the class of 1962
did have their 50th reunion this year and
all went according to plan. Phil and Pat
Smith opened their home to us again for
an afternoon of food, fellowship, and
just plain fun. The relaxed atmosphere
is much more fun, at least for me, than
going to some fancy, schmancy eatery
and having to wear a suit and tie and
act all proper and such. Phil and Pat’s
house is plenty fancy for me, thank you
very much. Guess it’s my Eastern Oregon ranch country upbringing showing
through! And potlucks are great because
one feels obligated to try something of ev-

erything so no one gets feelings hurt. And
it was all great! Mary even made elephant
ears again. Awesome!
We even had a few additions to the
regular little group that has been getting
together every year for the past 10 or so.
Richard and Bev Barber were there from
Auburn, CA; Kathy (Williams) Smalley,
recently returned from Morocco and the
Peace Corp, was there, and Leslie Myrick
from Toronto (we have gone International
like crazy, huh?) also made it this year, as
well as Christine (Seaders) Mock and her
hubby Alan, JT and Sandy (Huss) Hager,
Jim and Fay Shields (don’t know her
maiden name!), Mary (Kious) Brandom,
Marie (Peden) Trout, Phil and Pat Smith,
of course, and yours truly. Was great fun
visiting with Richard for the first time in
a long time and finding out he’s still fairly
normal. I’m kidding! It was a joy having
him and wife Bev there for the first time
since we started the yearly thing. Hope
they can do it again. And to think Kathy
made it from Morocco by way of Texas
and Leslie came clear from Toronto,
Canada makes the rest of us feel all warm
and fuzzy.

Still miss the ones not able to come for
whatever reason. You are forgiven, but not
forgotten. Just don’t let it happen again.
Remember, I threatened to bring the
party to your house. So if your doorbell
rings some dark and stormy night, be sure
to check through the peep hole, cuz it
might be me! Then you can run through
the house and turn off all the lights and
pretend not to be home! (I am good with
a map!)
But, in closing, just let me say how much
I cherish the friendships that have lasted
50 years in spite of all the miles separating
us. PC must have taught us some good
things and I will be ever grateful to my
folks for seeing to it that I got a sound,
Christian based, education. Let’s hear it
for good ole PCH!
So here’s hoping we can continue to get
together ‘til the Rapture!
As always,
– Tom Porter 1962
Self appointed class scribe
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50 Years–Here Comes the Class of 1963

R

ecently in town for her son’s premier film showing, “Maxe” Ruth
Corkum-Nyks and several of the members
in the class of 1963 gathered for lunch
on October 18th prior to the showing of
the film on October 19th. Enjoying their
time together, Carol Daniel Collier was
appointed to get the classmates together
for a 50th reunion. Carol’s e-address is:
cjc55@mindspring.com. Currently, the
second weekend in August 2013 has been
suggested.

Richard Graves, Steve Baily, Dorothy Pent, Carol Daniel Collier, Maxe
Corkum-Nyks

Editor’s note: Classmates of 1963, you will
be the honored guests at the Portland Christian High School 63rd Commencement to be
held on Saturday June 8, 2013 at New Beginnings Community Church on 172nd and
Sandy Boulevard in Portland. Classmates
and spouses are invited to gather for a reception in the foyer at 12:15 PM. At that time
instructions will be given by Stephanie Boys
Delucia (1985) from the Alumni Council.

Kai Bublitz, Mike Varadi, Michele Brown Madson, Ron Lockwood, Roni Webb
Sasaki, Annette Ayers Johnson, Lorraine Boersma Carson

Class of 1982 Celebrates 30 Years Since Leaving PCH

T

hanks to the efforts of Roni Webb
Sasaki, a date was set, a place chosen
and members of the class of 1982 gathered
at Tommy O’s restaurant in Vancouver on
September 15, 2012. “The list of careers
and accomplishments just by our group
here is rather impressive,” said one classmate as they gathered to take a picture
before leaving the party. “We have an
airlines pilot, a school superintendent, a
missionary, several who are business owners and an administrative assistant; I’d say
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we all have done pretty well for ourselves.”
“When our class met last for our 25th,
we all had so much catching up to do.
This time, we were so much more relaxed
and simply enjoyed each other’s company. We still talked about the “good old
days,” however. It seems as though Bob
Barber always comes up in conversation
and of course Larry Zimmerman and
WCDTVHWM. Everyone knew that
when Mr. Zimmerman gave us a verse to
learn we always had to
answer, “What

Connection Does This Verse Have With
Mathematics?”
“I really do think meeting every five years
is a good idea. It doesn’t have to be a “big”
deal, just announce a time and place and
those who can make it will show up.”
Editor’s note: The above comment from one
of the classmates is so very true. Currently,
several PCH classes meet regularly. For
example, the class of 1962 meets yearly the
3rd Saturday in September. The gathering
is simple, everyone brings food and everyone
is very relaxed.

Class of 2002
Celebrates 10-Years Reunion

W

e held our 10-years reunion at the home
of Jeremy Provenzola on June 23, 2012.
Thirteen classmates attended our gathering along
with their spouses and significant others. Everyone brought meat to BBQ along with a side dish
to contribute to the “feast.” We sat around all

evening getting caught up with what everyone
was doing and where everyone was that wasn’t at
the reunion. We also spent a lot of time laughing
about the things we did in high school.
–Danielle Smith (2002)

Grateful to the Lord
for Your Gifts to the
Alumni Association
The J. Robert Barber Memorial Choir Scholarship
and the REALS are totally
dependent upon the gifts
of the Lord’s people. The
Lord is providing abundantly for the scholarship
fund and not one issue of
the REALS has gone unfunded. We can only say,
“Give thanks with a grateful heart.” We appreciate
your gifts. All funds donated to the PCS Alumni
Association are placed in a
designated fund and will
be used at your direction
for the production of this
magazine or funding the
J. Robert Barber Scholarship Fund. Your gifts are
gratefully received and
are receipted immediately.
Thank you.
J. Robert Barber Memorial Choir Scholarship
Gifts:
• Jeanne Lampi

Portland Christian Welcomes Mark
Crawford to the Board of Trustees

A

recent change has taken place in the PCS
Board of Trustees. Chris Wagner has found it
necessary to step away from his duties as a trustee.
We are pleased, however, that Chris wishes to
remain an active member of the board’s development committee. We are so grateful for the time
and energy Chris has contributed to Portland
Christian Schools through his service on the
board and we eagerly anticipate his continued
involvement with our school. His talent and enthusiasm for development will continue to greatly
benefit Portland Christian.
In accordance with board policy, we have appointed an interim trustee, Mark Crawford, to fill the
vacancy. We are pleased to welcome Mark to the
board and look forward to the wisdom he brings
with him. Confirmation of Mark’s appointment

will take place at the Society Meeting in April,
2013.
Over the past few years, Mark has taken an active
part in board committees; in particular, the committee on buildings and grounds. He and his wife,
Bekki Webb Crawford (1999) have two children
at the elementary school: Austin in preschool and
Emma in the second grade.
Your continued prayers for Portland Christian
Schools and for the Board of Trustees are much
appreciated.
–Terri Flikkema (1983)
Chair Board of Trustees
Portland Christian Schools

Gifts to the Portland
Christian Schools
Alumni Association and
the REALS Magazine:
• Faenell Finster Bartlett
• M/M Jeffery DeHaven
(Aaron 2011)
• Estate of Barbara
Hayden-Colwill
• Jeanne Lampi
• Brenda Leiser (1985)
• David Manus (Mike
2005, Josh 2007)
• Gloria Ochaner-Price
(1961)
• Philip Reynolds (1959)
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFT

T

he majority of production costs for the REALS and all funding for the J. Robert
Barber Memorial Choir Scholarship Fund must underwritten by the Portland
Christian Schools Alumni Association. Please consider a year-end gift to the Association and designate your gift to be placed in one or perhaps both of these two
accounts.
____ I would like to give a gift for the production of the REALS.
•One Time Gift____ •MONTHLY____ $10____ $25____ $50____ Other____
____ I would like to give a gift to the J. Robert Barber Memorial Choir
Scholarship Fund.
•One Time Gift____ •MONTHLY____ $10____ $25____ $50____ Other____
Name:
Year:
Address:
City:
State:
Phone Number:
E-mail:

EST. 1947

Check out our website at
www.pcschools.org.
Tell your friends to look up this
edition of the REALS under the
alumni tab!
BOARD of TRUSTEES

Please make all checks payable to: Portland Christian Alumni Association
and send to:
Portland Christian Alumni Association
12425 NE San Rafael Street
Portland, OR 97230

Gifts may also be made using a VISA or Master Card. To make your gift using one
of these cards, call Linda Swenson at 503-256-3960 ext. 271 to make your donation.
PLEASE let her know the funds are for the Alumni Association. All gifts are tax
deductible and are immediately receipted by the office.
For further information please call Jeanne Lampi at 503-256-3960, ext 267 or
503-880-4603. She can also be reached by e-mail at: jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org.
This form may also be used to update your information. Thank you.

Terri Flikkema (1983), Chair
Jeff Arntson

Tim Brunner

Mark Crawford

Kari Egger

Steve Nagai

Shellee Wisenbaker

Elo Wobig

Scott Stumetz

ADMINISTRATION
Annette Johnson (1982), Superintendent
Rhonda Rogers, PCES

Jim Hill, PCHS

Sheila Tretter, ISP
Dana Larson, Athletics/Facilities
Jeanne Lampi, Alumni

It is the mission of Portland Christian Schools to educate students in the truth of God’s word in every area
of instruction and activity so that their lives may be transformed by the renewing of their minds.

